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This is the testing panel at the

TRAIN LIGHTING
DEPOT,
SPENCER STREET,

where generators of country
cars are tested after over-
haul. The globes, set in rows
above the dials, can be cut in
or out as required until equal
in number and power to those
in any particular type of
country carriage.
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ADVICE

produced and distributed to schools

throughout the State before the Christmas
vacation. With several apt illustrations, the
folder deals concisely with all the questions a
potential applicant wants to know about a job
in the railways.

T WENTY thousand copies of this folder were

““You have come to the end of your schoolboy
days,” the folder begins. ‘‘ You're a young man now
with an important decision to make—a decision which
will affect your whole future. Before you decide,
keep this in mind : vou have up to 50 years’ work in
front of you, and it 1s wise to look well ahead.

““ Remember, vou’ll soon be a man with growing
responsibilities. So, avoid a dead-end job and be
sure that the occupation you select offers a reasonable
measure of security. The object of this little booklet
is to invite you to consider a railway career.”

It gives the background to the operations of the
Department and stresses the edvantages and the secur-
ity of a railway career. Prospects for advancement
are clearly set out : what is said should inspire young
men to take up a railway career to-day. An outline 1s
given of the vacancies available, together with the rates
of pay and general conditions in the various grades.

In another pamphlet recently circulated, the active
co-operation of railwaymen is sought in the staff re-
cruiting campaign.

If you know of any likely youths undecided about their
future careers, send their names and addresses, together
with an idea of what particular work they are interested in,
to the Secretary for Railways, Room 225, Railway Offices,
Spencer Street, Melbourne. Application forms will then be
posted to them.

WE ARE NOT ALONE

O, we are not alone. England, too, is faced

with the necessity of bringing about a

quicker turn-round of railway trucks.
‘“ Saving one day in turn-round on each journey
would give us 50,000 extra waggons,” said the
British Minister for Transport (Mr. Alfred
Barnes) in Parliament recently. The railway
companies are making determined efforts to
reduce the time taken by trucks in transit and to
effect quicker loading and unloading at terminal
points. The Government has instructed its
various departments to help the railways in
their efforts.

Because customers must co-operate if turn-round
is to be really improved, Mr. Barnes impressed
‘““on all concerned the importance of speeding up
loading and release of wagons, in particular on
Saturdays in establishments conditioned to a five-
day week.”

The problems of truck availability have been
aggravated by the reduction in working hours—
followed by a reduction in truck repairs.

Here, in Victoria, we have not the same volume
of traffic as England. On an average day about
3,000 trucks are loaded but this figure will be con-
siderably increased during the harvesting period.
The solution to the problem of quicker turn-round
is the same as England’s: faster loading and un-
loading, accelerated movement en route and—a
vital factor—co-operation from railway customers.

Death of Mr. A. W. McLean

OWARDS the end of November, the death

occurred of Mr. A. W. (““Billy ) Mcl.ean,

Electrical Engineering Branch Engineer. For
many years he had suffered poor health, and al-
though only 57 vears of age, had retired from the
Department.

Joining the railways as Wireman in 1911, he rose
through the grades of Electrical Foreman, Assistant
Electrical Engineer, and Assistant Electrical Superin-
tendent to Electrical Engineer—an appointment he
received in 1930. At the time of his retirement he was
in charge of lighting and power installations in the
suburban area.

Quiet, kindly, and courteous, Mr. Mcl.ean was
always ready to lend his help and co-operation where
these were needed, and had earned both the respect
and the affection not only of his colleagues in his own
Branch, but also of the many other railwaymen with
whom he came in contact.

To the daughter who survives him, we offer sincere
svmpathy. :

ECHO OF FOOTBALL SEASON

N item just received from a contributor records

that, on the votes each week of readers of

Wednesday’s ‘“ Sporting Globe,” Fitter and
Turner Reg Harley, of the Newport Workshops,
was chosen as the best Association footballer for
1947. Heartiest congratulations, Reg. . .

There was no surprise at the result for, throughout
the season, he was consistently one of the best afield
for Williamstown, in which team he is a dashing
back-pocket player.

Long before the result of the voting was announced,
he had been eagerly sought by one of the League
teams. There is little doubt that his style of play
would make him an acquisition to that League side.

In 1946, Reg won Williamstown’s trophy for the
best and fairest player, while in 1945 he was adjudged
the best first-year player in the team. He is the son
of Stationmaster R. L. Harley, of Prahran.
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Good Wishes

From the Commissioners . . .

We wish all railwaymen and
their families health and happi-
ness during 1948.

—— Qe

The New Year is a time for
reflection, for reviewing the year
that has passed and planning for
the year ahead. Each year brings
its mistakes as well as its triumphs,
its regrets as well as its joys. We
make ¢ resolutions’’ now, in the
light of our past experience, to
guide us in the days to come.
Whether or not we see all of them
through, we are better men for
having made them.

1947 was not without its mistakes
and regrets. 1948 brings its own
clean slate. A mutual resolve to
keep the slate clean, to give service
which will really satisfy our patrons,
to pull together as a team : these
are good resolutions and worth
adopting.

May 1948 be a year that you
can look back to with pleasant

memories. /M
Aoy
A 57 Aars

Mr. W. D. Morgan Dies

ITH deep regret, the ‘° News Letter ”’ records
W the recent death of Mr. W. D. Morgan at the

age of 77. He retired from the position of
Comptroller of Stores in 1935.

Mr. Morgan’s railway career began in 1886, when he
joined the Stores Branch as a Supernumerary Mes-
senger. In the following year he was appointed to
the permanent clerical staff. From then on, he gained
experience in all phases of the Stores Branch, including
terms as Secretary of the Stores Board, Stores Pur-
chasing Agent and (for eight years) Ass1stant Comp-
troller of Stores.

. Morgan’s wife pre-deceased hlm about five
years ago.

Adventurous Life of
Phil Westney

AILWAYMEN will recall the arrival some
months ago of four children from London:
they had lost their parents and three other

members of the family in the hideous ° blitz.
Soon after they were orphaned in 1945, their
plight was brought to the notice of the Aus-
tralian Prime Minister (the late Mr. John Curtin)
who promised to arrange for their transport
to the haven of Australia when circumstances
permitted.

MR. and MRS. PHIL WESTNEY

That promise was redeemed, and on arrival in
Melbourne the children were met by their uncle
and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Phil Westney, of Caulfield,
with whom they have made their home. But it
was only recently that the ‘ News Letter ”’ heard that
Phil was a Victorian Railwayman : an Acting
Line Sub-Foreman, Signal & Telegraph Division,
Spencer Street.

Born in London in 1887, Phil early displayed that
precociousness that took him around the world
twice, the first time wia India; the second time
through many European countries. At the age of
15, he enlisted as a driver in a British Artillery
Regiment— ‘I told ‘em I was 18!” he said with a
chuckle.

When Phil was 18—truthfully—he went to India
with his Regiment. ‘“I thought it would be good,”
he said, ‘“as I was a pretty good shot; but I never
saw a lion, a tiger or a leopard !’ He left the army
in 1910 to become a policeman in Calcutta, and had
many exciting adventures, too numerous to mention.

Tiring of a policeman’s life, he became ‘‘ a sort of
works- manager "’ in a constructional company,
and, with Indian labour, he carved out of dense
jungles, miles of roads and model villages, parklands
and so on. In a few years, he had the urge to move
on again. So he took the first vecant berth on the
first ship that came along—and it just happened that
it was bound for Australia. That was in mid-1914.

After a few months, he was off again: this
time with the first Australian Contingent of the First
A.LLF. He went on to England, re-joined his old
Regiment and was soon embroiled in the fighting in
France. But, in December 1915, his term of service
expired and theoretically he was out of the army.
Still, as he said, he didn’t fancy quitting just then,
so he re-enlisted, serving in a mobile artillery unit
that linked him up with the French, Belgians,
Americans and Australians.

Phil certainly displayed outstanding bravery, for he
won the D.C.M. and M. and was Mentioned in Des-
patches. Later, he was with the Army of Occupation in

Germany for six months. Returning to Australia in
1919, he joined the Department in 1920.
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Behind the Railway Scene :

HOSPITAL FOR COUNTRY TRAINS

EXT door to the North Melbourne Locomotive Depot stand the buildings of the North Melbourne
Workshops. Many railwaymen still refer to them by their old title the ““Car & Waggon Shops.”
The Workshops comprise a railway hospital for country trains, where passenger carriages,
trucks and vans are given attention. Some rolling stock goes there for routine overhaul, the rest
goes in through the ‘‘casualty’ entrance seeking treatment for ills and ailments contracted in
service.

Sparks fly as a ‘‘patient’ receives treatment
p y p

Every carriage, truck and van in the Department
is lifted off its wheels and overhauled regularly.
Trucks are lifted every five years, carriages more
frequently. The Mildura cars are lifted every 12
months, because of the effects of sand on the under-
gear. ‘‘ Spirit of Progress’ is given attention every
two years. Typical repairs are the fitting of new
“W?” guards, new axle boxes, and new brakes.
In running, wheels and flanges lose their contours
and, in a section of the Workshops, a wheel lathe
shaves the tires until the original contours are restored.
After several treatments, during 20 years or so, the
wheels must be sent to Newport Workshops for the
fitting of new tires.

During the routine examinations, damaged panels
are beaten straight again, bodywork attended to,
hinges repaired, and the car, truck or van restored
to its original perfection. Frequently painting is
necessary.

The preliminary diagnosis that sends rolling stock
to hospital for emergency treatment is made by the
Train Examiner. At the Workshops a thorough
examination is carried out and the casualty which
comes in for one operation may undergo a dozen
before being declared fit for duty. North Melbourne
works in close co-operation with Newport Workshops
and often sends patients there for further attention.

There are many wards and theatres at the ‘‘ hospital ”’
of the North Melbourne Workshops. They include the Lift-
ing Shop and Lifting Yards, Upholstery and Blacksmith
Shops, the Car Paint Shop, the Brake Testing Room,
and several outside yards.

Itis in the Lifting Shop and Yards that stock is lifted
off its wheels. A crane lifts one end of the car or truck
and the wheels and axle are run clear. A trestle is

then inserted in their stead. Then the other end is
lifted and the process repeated. .

Looking after carriage seats is the main job of the
Upholstery Shop, where seats are stripped down and
completely rebuilt. New leather, new hessian, and
new springs are used. When the leather has been
lacquered, the seats are exposed to a battery of infra-
red ray lamps.

There is warmth in the Blacksmiths’ Shop, too,
but of quite a different nature. It is the livid heat
of forges and furnaces and charcoal burners. The
Blacksmiths, Welders and Coppersmiths run a very
hot and noisy operating theatre—but a very important
one. Under the same roof the Sawyers have a complete
saw-mill. Jobbing machines occupy other parts of
the shops.

Truck-lifting by crane

In the yards outside the Blacksmiths’ Shop, repairs
of every description are made to trucks and vans.
Panels are beaten, doors straightened, roofs mended,
floors put in order and wheat trucks made almost
water-tight.

Before going into service again many carriages
are painted. This is a job for the Car Paint Shop.
Carriages are stripped down to a husk, the old paint
scraped off to the original woodwork, and interior
and exterior re-painted. The scene is colourful
inside the shop, with the blue and gold of a ** Spirit
of Progress’’ car, green of an *‘ Overland,” and dull
red of country cars.

Every week about 50 cars and vans and 500 trucks
pass through the North Melbourne Workshops. They
are attended to by a team of over 500 railwaymen, in-
cluding Blacksmiths, Boilermakers, Car Builders, Fitters,
Iron Machinists, Padders, Painters, Running Gear Re-

airers, Shunters, Undergear Repairers and Upholsterers.

any men of many skills are needed to keep the rolling
stock rolling.

h\
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Examiner Jack Moore takes time off
to smile for the camera.
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AIRCRAFT WILL SPEED-UP RAIL TRACK SURVEYS

made of about 160 miles of railway tracks,

the Melbourne and Flinders Street Yards,
and the metropolitan workshop areas. One
aircraft completed the task in a little over four
days (it would have taken months by ordinary
methods), at about one-fourth the cost of a
normal ground survey.

Q photographic aerial survey was recently

The use of aircraft for such work will allow many
surveys, postponed because of staff shortages, to be

undertaken. The photo scale is large enough to pro-
vide scale plans up to 20 feet to the inch, and show
clearly all the features usually measured by ground
survey parties.

Aerial survey is more than a matter of simple
photography. It is a highly developed art, perfected
during the Second World War. For the detailed
pictures required by the Railways, a low-flying
low-speed aeroplane is needed. A ‘‘ Dragonfly ”—a
twin-engined biplane which can cruise at 80 m.p.h.—
took the pictures in this particular survey.

Newport

Power Station reduced to an

Each photograph taken measures about 9 inches
long and 64 inches wide. With the plane flying
at 1200 feet above ground the scale obtained is 100
feet to the inch. Each photograph covers an area
of about 900 feet by 650 feet. Seven or eight
photographs cover a strip of railway one mile long—
and are taken in only 45 seconds flying time! In
the photographs, which show all details for a
distance of several hundred feet outside the railway
boundaries, every rail and sleeper can be seen clearly;
even the overhead wires are often plainly discernible.

Interpreting air photos is, itself, a skilled task.
Air pockets, variations in flying height, tip and tilt
of the aircraft and other factors cause distortion of
the pictures. An elaborate system of ‘¢ correction,”

by mathematical calculation, must therefore be carried
out. The negatives are then *‘corrected” in a
special enlarging camera, and accurate prints taken.
Joined together in a mosaic they give a complete scale
picture plan of the area surveyed.

AERIAL SURVEY photograph of portion of the new sidings for storing coal for the «
approximate scale of 145 feet to 1 inch.

89th Birthday Of V.R. State-Owned System

Government Railways in Victoria. On that

day in 1859, the State-owned system was
inaugurated with much pomp and circumstance.
Sir Henry Barkly (the Governor) rode in a
special train from Melbourne to Williamstown,
and from Footscray to Sunbury, thus officially
opening those lines.

A public holiday was declared for the occasion.
In brilliant sunshine, thousands of citizens gathered
at Batman’s Hill station (now Spencer Street) to
witness the arrival of His Excellency. To the
accompaniment of an artillery salute, the Governor’s
train of six carriages, hauled by Engine No. 1, left
at 10.20 a.m.

Crossing the decorated Saltwater River Bridge
at a speed of 25 miles per hour, the train ‘‘ raced
through the village of Footscray at 30 miles per
hour.” On its arrival at Williamstown at 10.42
a.m., Port Gellibrand Fort thundered a salute of 19
guns.

]ANUARY 13 will mark the 89th birthday of

At Sunbury, another artillery salute welcomed
the arrival of the Governor, who then set the foun-
dation stone of Jackson's Creek Viaduct, The
contractors for the line from Footscray to Bendigo
provided an elaborate luncheon, at which, from all
contemporary accounts, neither the viands nor the
speeches were rationed. The contractor’s men
were not forgotten: a highspot for them was the
roasting, whole, of two bullocks. On Friday evening,
January 14, a ball at the Exhibition Building, Wil-
liam Street, Melbourne, concluded the round of cele-
brations.

Public traffic to Williamstown commenced on
January 17, with nine trains daily each way. The
first ran at 8.30 a.m.; the last at 6 p.m. The
Sunbury line service began on February 10, 1859.

For more than a year after opening, the Victorian
Railways had only five locomotives; one passenger
and four goods.
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HEALTHY CONDITION OF V.R:Il. SUB-CENTRES

bers of the V.R.I. Sub-centre, have reason

for feeling proud. They have recently
liquidated the debt on the local Institute building.
Officially opened in August 1941, the building
represented the voluntary efforts of Shepparton
Depot carpenters working in their spare time,
with other railwaymen providing the semi-
skilled labour. These enthusiasts worked under
the general direction of a carpenter who had
been booked-off and paid by the Institute.

Because of the amount of voluntary labour put into
the work, the building was erected at a cost of ap-
proximately £400 less than any other similar Institute
building in the State.

The occasion was commemorated by a Smoke
Social, which was an outstanding success. Central
Council was represented by Messrs. G. Bennett and
A. Telford (Councillors), and W. E. Elliott (General
Secretary). Also present were several past-officers of
the Sub-centre, including Mr. G. Hawkins (first
President) and Mr. H. Brent (a former Secretary).

Speakers emphasized the generosity of all who
helped construct the building, with special reference
to the then Sub-foreman (Mr. F. Stevenson), and the
Leading Hand Carpenter (Mr. S. Bullen).

SHEPPARTON railwaymen who are mem-~

EDUCATIONAL ADVANTAGES.

T the recent annual meeting of the Bendigo V.R.IL,

high tributes were paid to the value of the educational

facilities offered members. Special reference was
made to the work of the Instructors : Mr. S. Brogan (Engine
Working and Westinghouse Brake); Mr. C. Hicks (Safe
Working) ; Mr. H. Espie (Telegraphy); and Mr. A, Cronin
(Ticket Checking).

Mr. W. C. Ellis (President of the Bendigo Sub-
centre) presided and welcomed several visitors from
Melbourne, including Mr. T. R. Collier (General
President).

The following members were appointed to the
Committee : Messrs. C. Avent, J. C. Chamney, A.
Cronin, W. J. Dwyer, S. C, Ellis, J. W. McNamara,
L. T. Harding, J. B. Loveless, K. W. Macwhirter,
L. D. Morrow, A. W. Murdoch, A. Norris, W. Reid
and H. S. Watts.

UYEN—a 100 per cent. V.R.I. Sub-centre, by the
way-—had a busy week-end recently. On the Saturday
evening, a dinner celebrated the clearing of the debt

on the local Institute hall; on the following night the
annual meeting was_held.

Central Council was represented by Mr. T. R.
Collier (President), and Messrs. J. S. Hocking and A.
Telford (Councillors) and W. E. Elliott (General
Secretary). Amongst the other visitors was Mr. Len
Dobson, who, as the first Secretary of the Sub-centre,
worked untiringly—and successfully—to place the
activities on a sure footing.

ONALD railwaymen connected with the V.R.I. had
D their annual meeting a few weeks ago, when a highly

satisfactory report was presented. Mr., N. Wilson
(Librarian from V.R.I. Headquarters), warmly compli-
mented members on their co-operation and the care they
had taken of books—only one had been lost in the
last six years. . ..

Chelsea’s Civic Chief

E introduce Cr. Herbert Thomas, Mayor of
Chelsea. He has been a Councillor for six
years. Many raillwaymen know him already,

for Mr. Thomas, who is A.S.M. at Chelsea, has
been with the Department since
1918. Mr. Thomas has always
been interested in municipal
affairs. Since his appointment to
Chelsea 10 years ago, he has been,
at various times, a member of
nearly every local organization,
including Treasurer of the Edith-
vale School Committee, Treasurer
of the Progress Association, and
a member of the Mordialloc High
School Advisory Council. He is
A @ at present a volunteer fireman

with the Edithvale Brigade, and
Mr. THOMAS Secretary of the Edithvale Life
Saving Club. It is good to see such keenness for
public welfare, and the ‘‘ News Letter” warmly
congratulates Mr. Thomas on his election to the
premier civic post in Chelsea.

Heartiest Greetings To Only V.R. Centenarian

R. ALFRED YOUNG, a

former Boiler Inspector in
the Victorian Railways, recently
celebrated his 100th birthday. In
the picture, reprinted by courtesy
of ‘“The Herald,” he is shown
facing a towering birthday cake
with  its record number of
candles. Mr. Young, who was born
on November 23, 1847, and joined
the Department on August 1, 1873,
is the first retired railwayman in
Victoria to reach the century. Three
other veterans in the past nearly
scored three figures. Mr. Stuart
J. Down, who had been a Clerk in
the Audit Branch, was 99 when he
died in 1940. Mr. John Buick, a
Signalman, and Mr. Thos. Groves, a
Ganger, the former passing away in
1945, and the latter in 1946, had
both reached the age of 98 years.
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“THIS WAY FOR THE
CIRCUS!”

HEN Wirth’s Circus comes to town, a
complimentary ticket goes to No. 1
William Street, Oakleigh, the address of

Electric Tram Driver Charlie Catlin. He retired
last month after Rolling Stock
Branch service extending over
50 years and one month . . .
For many years, the veteran
was one of the Drivers of the
‘“circus specials” when he
got all those close-ups of
tigers, clowns, elephants and
acrobats for which he had
yearned as a boy in Rushworth.
“Thousands of railway chaps,”
he chuckled, “now know me as
‘Puss’ Catlin !

Lad labouring, engine cleaning and firing preceded
Charlie’s appointment as a Driver in 1910, after which
he was mainly working on live stock trains all over the
State.

Three vears after the first suburban electric train
ran in 1919, Charlie transferred over to the *‘ sparks.”
To him fell the honour of driving the first electric
trains on the Upper Ferntree Gully and Lilydale lines.

In his vounger days, Charlie—still hefty enough to
make an impression on Richmond’s Jack Dyer—
played football for North Melbourne lLoco in the
Railway  Wednesday Competition. He had the
satisfaction of representing the V.R. in several inter-
state carnivals,

Old-time football supporters’ tongues will wag when
they know that among those playing in that com-
petition were Tommy Grimshaw, Bob Deas, Perce
Jorv and others, who later starred in League teams, the
first two with South Melbourne.

Mr. CATLIN.

Rough-rider

F, in the old days at Mildura, you had an
I outlaw of a horse, you sent for a lad named

Reg Foster to break him in for you. Foryoung
Foster was one of the best
rough-riders and horse-break-
ers in the district. In 1915,
however, he decided to become
a railwayman, and a railway-
man he remained until last
month, when he reached the
age of 65. He was then
Ganger at Mildura. For 10
successive years, he was
President of the Mildura
Trades Hall Council, and was
five times President of the
local branch of the Labour Party.

Gold Miner

EPAIRER M. L. Joues, of Bald Hills, began
work as a gold miner. He was 30 before
he became a railwayman, and now he has

retired after 35 vyears’ service.

A good cricketer in his young
days, he played with teams in
Newlyn, Davlesford and Ouyen.
Fishing has always been one of
his hobbies, and he is an ex-
cellent shot. When he is abroad
with a gun, dogs and ferrets,
no rabbit for miles around is
safe! 'There are nine junior

S Joneses—seven boys and two
Mr. JONES. girls.

Mr. FOSTER.

|

S.M.E.C. Head Trainer Was

Champion Runner

ROPPING in at the Jolimont Workshops last
month, a “‘ News Letter ”’ sporting fan came
across a V.R. man who, in his younger days,
was invited to compete in the two-miles world’s
championship running race at
the Exhibition Oval . . . It
was Striker Jack Russell, who
was then at the zenith of his

career, with the reputation—
backed by performances — of
being the State’s champion

middle-distance runner.

Those were the days when Jack
was on the same programmes
as the famous Jack Donaldson,
Arthur Postle and Cecil Holway,
then thrilling the sporting world
with their sprinting feats.

Mr. RUSSELL.
Today, Jack is the very capable Head Trainer of the South
Melbourne Football Club. Concentrating on the treatment
of injured players, last season he was the Club’s busiest

offical. Broken legs, ankles, fingers, wrists, noses . . all
these and bruises, cuts and other injuries footballers suffered
made his first-aid room look like a hospital casualty ward.

He has a wide experience behind him, as for many
years he was a trainer of amateur runners and lacrosse
teams.

In his running days, he competed in 1910 at Stawell,
winning the one and two-mile races in the same
afternoon—a feat performed on only one other occasion
in Stawell’'s long history. He also won races at
Kyneton, Ararat, Marvborough and at the Melbourne
Exhibition.

Further victories at Stawell and elsewhere in later
vears all combined to make him, as one newspaper
said : ‘‘ the most consistent distance runner Victoria
has had for many years.”

Jack joined the railway service in 1904 as an Engine
Cleaner at Jolimont. He became a Striker at the
Newport Workshops in 1911, being transferred tc the
Jolimont Workshops in 1936.

“A Very Quiet Life!”

PPRENTICE Painter Archie George joined the
Railwavs in 1900. At the time of his retire-
ment recently, he was Foreman Painter on the

M.D.E.’s staff. *‘I’ve had a very quiet life,”” he told
us; “D’ve spent most of my time in the suburban area
and havent done anything to
talk about.” Archie George’s
“very quiet life 7 includes 3%
years overseas with the First
A.LLF.; the raising of five sons
and five daughters ; the ‘‘grand-
fathering > of 14 (‘““so far”’);
and service with the V.D.C. from
the time of its formation up to
demobilization ! At the Armistice
he was a Sergeant in the 37th Bn,,
3rd Div. In the Second World
War, three of his sons were in
uniform, and all rose to the rank of Sergeant, too.
But they had to salute their dad, for he gained his
commission with the V.D.C. For many years, Archie
George was Assistant Marshal for the Anzac Day
marches. And despite his claim of ‘“a very quiet
life,” he admits that a lot of his grey hairs are the
direct result of *‘ Assistant Marshalling.” One of his
sons, Charles, is in the Way and Works Branch, and
is stationed at North Melbourne.

mMr. eurdue.

Wholly set up and printed in Australia at the Victorian Railways
Printing Works, Laurens Street, North Melbourne, for the
Publishers, The Vlctonan leways Commissioners.
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2 THE VICTORIAN RAILWAYS NEWS LETTER February 1948

FEATURES OF “R" CLASS LOCOMOTIVES IN MAKING

new, modern type of locomotive is gradually taking shape on the drawing boards in the Rolling Stock
A Branch Drawing Office. It will be known as the ‘“ R’ class, which will ultimately replace the ‘“ A2”
class on main line country passenger work. The new locomotive will be capable of speeds of up to
70 miles per hour. The drawings are nearing completion, and orders have been placed for a large number
of the major components. Some of these are now arriving at the Newport Workshops, where construction
will be carried out. Therate of progress will, of course, be governed by the availability of men and materials.
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A 4-6—4 wheel arrangement has been adopted—the
first on any V.R. locomotive. Roller-bearings will . H . H
be wsed on all axles, while the coupled wheels will be | Claims  Prevention Their Specialty
of a new design giving strength, with minimum weight. ‘

A mechanical stoker, of the latest Standard Stoker
Co., U.S.A. design (type MB. 1), will be fitted.
Mechanical lubrication will be applied to the faces of
axle-box horns, in addition to the normal points pre- (
viously lubricated in that manner.

The frames will be of cast steel bar type, made in
Australia. The maximum axle load will be 194 tons
on the coupled wheels. The boiler will be of liberal
dimensions and of all steel construction, with a welded
fire-box and two thermic syphons. Valve gear of the
Walschaert type will be fitted.

The engine bogies will be of composite mild steel
bar frame and cast steel construction, with a rocker

EET Messrs. H.

Fleming and E.
C. Smith, the two
Claims Prevention
Officers. Theirs is
an important job—
to avoid claims by
removing the
causes.

Wherever trucks
are loaded or dis-
charged, there you
may find these en-
thusiasts. They have
not come to find
fault, but to give
helpful advice on
the best methods of

type centering device, having 33% per cent. constant Mr. Fleming sa,‘,g‘;"; %g: lashing, Mr. Smith
resistance, whilst the trailing truck will be of fabricated | )

welded design. 'The air-brake equipment will be of They suggest, too, the most effective methods of
the A-6-\T type, having pedestal mounted driver’s salvage should any consignment be damaged. Their
brake valves and a single stage air compressor. Of activities are not confined to railway premises. Dis-
fabricated welded design, the tender will be carried on | cussions with consignors to devise suitable and safer

two 4-wheel bogies. ‘ means of packing are frequent. During recent years
- e | it has been necessary to give greater attention to this
aspect because lack of materials has caused a deterior-

EXCIT’NG CRICKET FIN,SH [ ation In packing methods.

N a nerve-tingling finish to the annual cricket This is how they sum up their work : ““ Our job is
match between tecams from the Postal Depart- what the title implies—claims prevention. When a
ment and the V.R.I. Cricket Association, held { customer offers a consignment he is entitled to expect

Jast month at Coburg, our representatives were de- satisfactory delivery—he pays for service and should
feated by seven runs. l get it. Compensation for damage is not a substitute
Scores : Postal, 186 (P. Smith, 4 for 34 ; H. Casley, | for goods that are wanted. And, of course, every
3/51). V.R.I., 179 (R. Sawver, 52 n.o. in 30 minutes ; 1 claim met is a further hole in railway finance.”
1. Stick, 35; and F. Scully, 33). | They have found that the main cause of damage is
Officials from both Departments were present, | carelessness or mere thoughtlessness. Luggage treated
including Mr. C. G. Brown (Deputy Director, Posts roughly, fragile parcels tossed about, bad stowing and
and Telegraphs), and Mr. T. R. Collier (General | rough shunting : all these result in dissatisfied cus-
President, V.R.1.). tomers and loss of business.

——
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