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The VicRail promotion caravan has been standing in the Bourke Street shopping Mall for
three days this month with a photographic display of scenes of vandalism, warnings against drug
addiction and a series of slides telling the public that “VicRail Cares”. This interesting display
has been set up for the Railways Investigation Djvision and was a great success at a Police Ex-
hibition and Display at Nunawading recently.

Visitors to the Caravan included VicRail’s General Manager, Mr. |. Hodges and the Secretary,
Mr. A. Augustine seen here with Inspector F. Barclay, at far left and two of his officers, Senior

Investigation Officer, G. Simmons and Investigation Officer, F. Podhorodecki.
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4 "It’s the country life for me”
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FRONT COVER

Qur Cover shows a portion of the Trans-
portation Mural in Spencer Street station. Painted
by the State Artist, Harold Freedman it depicts
one hundred years of transport from 1835. We
have chosen the earlier portion with the first
trains to run in Australia.

RAIL WAYS

Rail Ways is published by the VicRail Board
each month and printed at our North Melbourne
Printing Works. Telephone number 61001
ext. 2265 (subscriptions), 1176 (editorial).

Rail Ways
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THE VEAR OF THE CHILD...

- »

I >

... SO LES TAKES A ‘BUSMANS' HOLIDAY

Although we said in last September’s
Rail Ways that Les Haining has taken off his
overalls for the last time, obviously he means
to participate in railways activities if he can.

Only a few weeks after leaving the footplate,
Les was guiding a party of 65 children from
Malvern House, Caulfield Grammar over the
Railway Museum, North Williamstown.

Les was able to show the children from Grade
one, two and prep, how the old steams worked —
in basic terms.

The photographs are an indication of how
difficult it was to decide who had the best time —
the children or Les.

Many school and kindergarten groups visit the
museum during the week. When “Rail Ways'' was
at the museum there were another two school
groups looking over the old steam engines and
railway rolling stock

Over 25,000 people visit the museum every
year, which was opened in November 1962,

A recent addition to the museum has been a
working model steam railway.
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Interstate trains praised

Mr N. Cavanaugh, former President of the
Wine and Food Society of Australia, recently
went to Sydney on the Intercapital Daylight,
and returned on the Southern Aurora a few
days iater.

Here are some of his comments from a rather
complimentary report he sent us:

On the Inter-Capital Daylight:

““As the train pulls out at 8.40 a.m. and breakfast
was being served in the buffet car, | decided to go
and bhave breakfast immediately the train left
Spencer Street, as | always feel that one of the most
pleasant ways to spend a long journey is to spend a
large portion of the time eating and drinking.

From the excellent menu 1 selected pineapple
juice, smoked fish, coffee and toast all for $2.35.
The people next to me had bacon and eggs all freshiy
prepared and looked to be delicious. It was a
thoroughly satisfactory breakfast.”

Fortified by pre-luncheon drinks, Mr Cavanaugh
inspected the lunch menu describing his choice as
‘adequate’ and dinner ‘“delicious’” and while the
buffet car could not be called "“a great experience in
gastronomy, you won't go hungry.”” Mr Cavanaugh
says.

But, he felt that the Southern Aurora was a
different kettle of fish altogether. “This is a world
class train with a very good dining car and club car
attached, which would rival any of the superb trains
that used to cross Canada and the United States, and
on which | travelled in my vyouth. | crossed the
Rockies from Vancouver to Toronto onthe Canadian
Pacific Railroad, just after the war, and before the
war | made the trip from Los Angeles to Chicago on
the 20th Century Limited, a time when the North
American railroads were at their peak, with superb
food and service in their dining cars. The Southern
Aurora is just as good as these crack American and

Canadian trains were. In fact, why more business
men do not take the overnight trip in the comfort
of a sleeping berth on the Southern Aurora, instead
of rushing up to Sydney by plane, | do not know.

The train leaves at 8.00 p.m., which is a most
civilised hour, and allowed friends to join me for a
drink in the club car before the Southern Aurora
departed.

Promptly at 8.00 p.m., after saying farewell to
my friends, the train glided out of Sydney Central,
and 1 headed for the dining car.”

Mr Cavanaugh (in company with other travellers
on the Southern Aurora) was very impressed by the
spotless white table cloths, gleaming cutlery and
glassware. Also the air of efficiency of the all male
crew of stewards.

From the menu he chose vegetable broth, grilled
barramundi, washed down with Penfolds Pinot
Reisling Bin 365. He commented that all the major
Australian wine makers were represented on the
wine list.

“After the barramundi | had grilled rump steak
with oyster sauce, well prepared and served with
Movyston claret. An excellent slice of apple pie
concluded this pleasant dinner.

There may be plenty of restaurants that serve
better food than the dining car on the Southern
Aurora, but as dining car standards go, | believe
this train to be top quality. The food was well
prepared and even though the menu is very limited,
the service was as good as, if not better than many
big city restaurants, and the atmosphere was
excellent.

Breakfast is served before you arrive at Spencer
Street, and once again | was most impressed . . .
having one of the best savoury omelettes | have ever
had. So that | stepped on to the platform at Spencer
Street a little after 9.00 a.m., well prepared to meet
the day ahead.”’

SM WINS TRIP

Mr Graeme Willett, SM (left) at Seymour,
is a happy man these days.

He's looking farward to the trip for two to New
Zealand in March 1979, which he won as part of his
prize for first piace in the State Zone Clay Target
Carnival in West Wyalong, NSW in October 1978.
He also won a Winchester 30/30 and an overall
“"High Gun'' badge.

During the trip, which was donated by Air New
Zealand, Mr Willett will participate in the Clay
Target Nationals in Hamilton, NZ.

His winning score over three days was 157/160,
but he had to shoot in a”sudden death play-off’
to beat an equal score holder from West Wyalong.

Graeme also won a Commonwealth and District
title at the Metropolitan Gun Club at Epping in
September. He took the Commonwealth title for the
Single Barrel Night Championship with a score of
38/42 and the District title for the Heidelberg
15 Pair Double Rise (open) with a score of 26/30.

Rail Ways
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Above—Duplicating the viaduct to provide four tracks.
Below—Constructing the first viaduct, opened in 1891.

—From the same angle, &

VIADUC

The new viaduct between Fig
will mean ‘A quicker and more §
Melbgurne” said Transport Minist
official opening of the new overpas

The new structure supports two &
services and releases the adjoining fou
by the Loop and other suburban traffic

The overpass, which is three quary
proximately $14 million to build, res
which go as deep as 36 metres into the *

Being on the river side of the exis
a new backdrop to the river and atter
the finished structure. Most finished =
treated to control the overall appear=s
of the prestressed beams.

Two new signalling systems also v
and eventually, the underground Locs
Relay Room operated from a tempora:,
a new signal box No. 2, was commiss
tion signal box, with its electro-mecha=s

The new Entrance-Exit (NX) Pars
kind in Victoria, and is typical of the au

On former control panels, each
push-buttons, one for each availabls &
geographic representation of the trac:
signal.

The setting-up of a route, and the &
ing the respective push-buttons at the =

The panel is equipped with a =
Vital Relay Interlocking prevents the
has also been made for the additior
etc. as they are required.

Communication facilities, internz &
system and train movements are recors
console. All signalling will eventually e
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AN ODE TO RAIL TRAVEL

A VicRail passenger, Mrs. C. Guice, sent us
this charming poem entitled A Window-seat
from Foster”. ...

The light-sheened mists
mantled the dew-fresh hills
or wove soft tendrils
‘midst the silent trees

until the early rays of wakening sun
dissolved them as a dream.

The shaking rumbling earth, siren-pierced
startled young rabbits breakfasting;

but older bucks, familiar with giants,
stayed . . . . listening statues overseeing
their lushly spreads of bounty.

Sleepy cows, their curiosity untapped,
deigned n’er a glance, chewing lazily

over the day's first juicy cuds;

but their young.-with flashing eyes

and kicking heels ran wildly thither.

The day advanced and birds began to soar
above the rock-strewn steepsides

or fluttered with a half-seen flash
amongst the passing tress . . ..

only a bewildered owl remained,
caught by the sunlight on a fence.

Emerging from the hills, the distance

iterated and reiterated grazing paddocks

stretching towards a tree-marked skyline

where kangaroos stood tall and grey,

alerted stiffly midst the heedless dots of cattle.

A wayside pond wore two black swans,

glimpsed briefly through a scarlet hawthorn hedge;
and kookaburras made last raucous jokes

before the water channels sliced like swords

"between the shimmering acreages of corn.

Now and then the fluid grace of noble horses
streamed tail and mane, a race begun . . ..

or nuzzled wobbly foals
to their first stand;

whilst new white lambs leapt playful gambols
around the solid, stolid ranks of silent sheep.

Parched, drained nigh to desolation,

the sun now seeming merciless,

the fast few miles of countryside swept by . . . .
a sort of agonising no-man’s-fand

for mind and spirit.

Momentum gathered past stark factories and rubbish
dumps;

past houses, shops and people;

past cars and bikes and heaving trucks,

until the rushing, honking spate of never-ending
clocks

conceded suburbs to metropolis.

Struggling to breathe the gaseous fumes
that settled round her glassy towers

lowering like a funeral pall
or everlasting frown

The city life flowed on
awareness unaware . . . .
we had arrived,

ANR WINS FIRST AID TROPHY

The Annual Intersystem First Aid Compe-
tion was held on Thursday, November 16,
1978 at Verdun in the Adelaide Hills,

For the first time the competition was contested
by only five teams, as the former Commonwealth,
Tasmanian and South Australian are represented by
one team. The right to represent the Australian
National Railways waswon by the “’Islington Machine
Shop’’ team from the Central Region.
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The competition was keenly contested as usual,
with the “‘Islington Machine Shop” team, led by Len
Warren, coming out on top for the second year in
succession. This is the first time for 50 years that the
team shield has been won in consecutive years by the
same team.

Victorian Railways was represented by the
“Bendigo Loco’’ team and was placed third in the
team competition.

The ANR team also won the "‘Beiersdorf Cup”
for the best Supplied Material job.

Mr. Fred Leaper from the Diesel Depot, Mile End
won the ‘“Individual Shield” for the Australian
National Raitways. This is the first time ever that
any system has won all three trophies. Indeed a
good year for the Australian National Railways.
Graham Collins (see last month page 167) of Ballarat
was fourth in the individual competition.

Bendigo Loco first aid team
(left to right) T. Barkmeyer, M. Golds-
mith, R. Arnold, J. Cuoghlin (leader)
V. H. Dyason (General Manager ANR)
K. Murray.

Rail Ways
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EX-RAILWAYMEN GATHER

Charlie Collins, 89 years old and
still  fiery, regales the guests with
his old memories.

The Retired Railwaymen’s Association had
its annual Christmas Dinner at the V.R.l.
Ballroom last month.

Two hundred ex-railway staff, including several
ladies, enjoyed the opportunity to mingle with old
friends and make some new ones too.

Many toasts were offered during dinner and
drunk with wine, an innovation this year.

For the information of our many retired readers,
we quote some remarks made by Kevin Findlay of
the Pass Office, in responding to the toast to the
Railway Board.

"“During the year we have been saddened by the
passing of a number of retired officers, some who
did not live long enough to enjoy their retirement.
Our assistance will be given to their widows.”
Mr Findlay. also pointed out some changes, “‘In the
past, a person under the age of 60 who has been
declared unfit for his duties, offered another pos-
ition, declines that position and elects to retire, is
then debarred from passes and travel concessions.
A review has been made and it has been decided that
those people affected may have their passes and
travel concessions as soon as they turn 60, provided
they have had 15 years continuous service at their
retirement.

A change has also occurred in Tasmania where
all passenger rail services have been withdrawn.
Consequently half-fare concessions are now not
available for retired people visiting that state. The
20% concession at the Mount Buffalo Chalet is now
available at all times,”

The Association, founded in 1922, organises
many events for the members throughout the year,
which are enthusiastically attended in all areas of
Victoria.

. And from Wimmera comes this report by
Secretary J. Schulz . ..
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“"The Wimmera Retired Railwaymen and Women's
Association held its annual dinner at the Victoria
Hotel, Dimboola, last month. Present were 57
retired railwaymen and their wives.

Ossie Rule of Horsham brought his electric organ,
and his playing and the community singing were
enjoyed by all.

Good wishes were extended to Bobbie Griffin
and his wife, as they celebrated their golden wedding
during the year. Association president S. Abbott
also congratulated Cec Lang, who will be 80 this
year.

We also regretted to note the deaths of two of
our members last year, L. A. Wright (Guard) and
J. O’Shea (Driver) of Horsham.

| believe we have the only association of this
kind outside the city areas, and anyone requiring
information can write to me at 44 Ellaman Street,
Dimboola 3414.”

One good tale deserves another, they say . ..
s0 here’s another snake story.

Railway man,. recently transferred from the
metropolitan area to this district, called a platoon
of staff to attention in the area’s carpark after
spotting what he thought was a large tiger snake
slithering into grass.

The mission was to hunt the reptile and
destroy it.

The gardener was alerted and, while the other
staff were placed around the area to ensure the
reptile would not escape, the gardener wielded
his shovel in clearing operations.

Then came the yells, “There he is,” and, “It's
a big one.”

Staff stood steadfast and didn’t flinch as a
rather large blue-tongued lizard ambled out of
the grass, wondering what the fuss was all about.
© Our informant says he hopes a certain part-
time army officer is just as alert during his next
bivouac.

“ADVERTISER’ Bendigo, Vic.

ANNOUNCEMENT

The high speed shorthand evening classes hitherto
conducted by Stotts business College, Flinders Street,
Melbourne have been discontinued as from
14th December, 1978.

The class, with the same teacher, has now been
transferred to Room 405, 3rd floor, Victorian
Railways Institute, Flinders Street, Melbourne.

Those interested (males and females) in obtaining
the Victorian Government's certificate of “’Licensed
Shorthand Writer'' may do so at this class.

Classes recommence on Thursday, 11th January,
1979, hours 5.45 p.m. to 7.45 p.m., Monday and
Thursdays.

Phone 61 3764 for further details.

Rail Ways
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TOURS EXPERT

Vivacious Judy Murie has been a passenger
sales representative at the Marketing Branch
for three years, and has almost finished a
three year course at the Australian Market-
ing Institute.

Judy, pictured above, has been a ground and air
hostess with TAA, and for several years a public
relations officer for Flag Motor Inns.

Traffic Branch runs courses for conductors,
booking clerks and station assistants at Spencer
Street, and Judy lectures in Marketing. '‘Station
staff can play a big part in selling the railways
to the public” Judy said.

Her job specifically involves selling Mount
Buffalo and all VicRail's other package tours to
travel agencies, and Judy doesn’t let the grass grow
under her feet. “"The only problem in this job is
convincing people that we don’t only run trains.
We use whatever vehicle suits the citcumstance,
and with over 30 holidays to offer, everything from
weekend trips to a 22-day tour of the outback,
VicRail is now a force to be reckoned with in the
tours field.”

Graduation as an Associate of the Marketing
Institute will confer — "‘recognition as a professional
in the industry,” says Judy, and also a few more
grey hairs!” A joke, of course, from the youthful
Judy who finds she sometimes has to pepper her
conversation to new clients with remarks like;
“Years ago when | was at . . . .” to ensure cred-
ibility.

Judy has many contacts, and is well known in
the travel industry. She is one of five staff members
in Marketing dealing in package tours, and there
has been a tremendous increase in sales in the last
year.
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Harry retires

“It has been a good marriage” is how
Harry Billingham, officer in charge of the
workers compensation section describes his
46 years of service.

Harry started his railway career at Jolimont
Workshops back in the dark days of the depression,
in December 1932, when jobs were very hard to
get.

He came to head office in 1939 and apart from
relieving at various loco depots, has been at the
‘grey castle” ever since.

In 1956 he was seconded from the sick and
accidents section of the Rolling Stock branch to
the workers compensation section in the Secretary’s
branch. Harry’s task was to introduce a new system
of paying medical accounts.

Over the years Harry has noticed a big change
in clerical procedure and in fact right through the
clerical field.

In his retirement Harry intends visiting all those
places he has not yet seen and spending a lot of time
in. the family holiday house in the Dandenongs.

And if South Melbourne need another coach to
help lan Stewart and Des Tuddenham, Harry said he
will give his services voluntarily to help the Swans
win their first flag since 1933!

Did You Know?

The oddest collision on record occurred in
February, 1913 on the Memphis branch of the
Louisville & Nashville Railroad during a flood.
A freight train collided in the dark with the shallow-
draught packet-boat Lochie S, which was sailing
above the tracks at Cumberland, Texas.

No-one was injured, but the responsibility for
damage was never properly settled.

— The Guinness Book of Rail Facts and Feats

Rail Ways
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OUR PICTURE — Find the ball! A wild swing by this APl batsman has sent the ball somewhere. VRI skipper
Jim McCalman is the bowler, Graham Smith the keeper and Kingsley Stanley is the fielder in the covers.

In a thrilling finish AP| defeated VRI by one
run in the annual cricket match at St Kilda.

When the last two VRI batsmen, Kingsley Stanley
and Dennis Stevens, came together, seven runs were
required for victory.

Five runs were gained but then disaster struck as
last man Dennis Stevens was bowled leaving API
winners.

Stanley who held the innings together was left
61 not out.

He and skipper Jim McCalman, 32, rescued the
side adding 54 for the fourth wicket after the first
three wickets had fallen for only 24.

Former South Melbourne district and Box Hill

sub-district player Ted Barnes with 16 was the next
highest scorer.

Best bowler for APl was Stark who bowled
economically and finished with 3-31 off nine overs.

In the API innings of 152, Jeff Douglas, 30, and
Gary McKay, playing on his home ground, 27, top
scored.

For VRI off-spinners Randy Guinan with 3-26
and Tony Balcombe 3-31 were the most successful.
Guinan plays with North Melbourne and Balcombe
with Northcote in Melbourne district cricket.

Scores: AP! 152 {Douglas 30, McKay 27, Pren-
dergast 18, Guinan 3-26, Balcombe 3-31) d VRI 151
{Stanley 61 n.o., McCalman 32, Barnes 16, Da Costa
4-33, Stark 3-31).

-
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An aerial view of part of the 50 km of track
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Photo by Tim Juhasz.
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Rail Ways is published by the VicRail Board
each month and printed at our North Melbourne
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ext. 2265 (subscriptions), 1176 (editorial).
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TRAINING IN THE CLOUDS

The name Tom Thompson will no doubt ring a bell with many railway folk around Victoria —
especially those around the Healesville area where he spent quite a deal of his working life as their

Assistant Station Master.

Readers may recall the story we had on Tom in
a recent edition of ‘‘Rail Ways'' outlining a few
interests of this quite remarkable retired employee.
It appears Tom cannot stand still!

For Tom, his engineering talents have been a
hobby, wherever his railway career has taken him.

People were quick to note his talents after he
built a lathe during 1938, and, after the War, armed
with a lathe purchased from an ordnance factory,
he was given his first challenging commission — a
model steam locomotive.

At the time, Tom was Yard Assistant at Wyche-
proof, and also the town’'s watchmaker. The Sealake
Stationmaster, Len Lalor, after hearing of Tom'’s
talents, set him the task.

Fascinated by the engineering problems, Tom set
about building a 71 mm (2% in) gauge British-design
locomotive.

Twenty-seven years later, it is nearly finished, but
Tom is not too sure whether he should contact Len
and tell him his locomotive is ready! This fine mode!
has already been tested on compressed air, and runs
well.

But Tom is not the slow worker that his loco-
motive project makes him seein.

Sandwiched amongst fits of activity on his steam
engine, there have been many other tasks tackled.

His favorite one has been the building of a
working model V8 internal combustion engine.

This incredible model has 25.4 mm {one inch)
bore and stroke and again satisfied Tom’s curiosity
about intricate engineering problems.

""There were many problems with making parts for
amodel of this size, but | was eventually able to over-
come them all,” he said with pride, "I estimate that
| spent over 2000 man hours on that project alone.”
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Another of his projects was to build himself a
car — which he has used for some years and, although
stitl registered, is now waiting for alterations to its
body styling.

Tom has now achieved another life long am-
bition . . . making an aircraft. A 65 hp Continental
aircraft engine is now installed in a French designed
27 ft Jodel D11 twin seater plane which he built
from original plans.

His aircraft has had 12 hours in the air, and Tom
is hoping for his pilots licence to be endorsed any
day.

Incidentally, his craft is no glider as it drifts
along at a maximum speed of 113 m.p.h., with a
cruising rate of 105 m.p.h.

Tom joined the VR in 1939 in the Ballarat
Goods Shed. Apart from his years at Wycheproof,
Tom’s only other posting was to Healesville in 1951.
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Tom posed for this one. . . happy, proud
and looking forward to receiving his endorse-
ment for his craft to “reach for the sky”,
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