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Rail Ways is published by the VicRail Board
each month at our North Melbourne Printing Works.
A fee is paid for contributions, if published, Tele-
phone number 61001 ext. 1367 (subscriptions),
ext. 2397 (editorial).

Free travel

VicRail has introduced free rail travel for
employees between home and work.

The new decision took effect on January 1
and replaces the quarter rail fare concession.

Freight Centres

Ararat, Portland and Hamilton will be
the next regional freight centres,

The Hamilton centre opens on Feburary 7,
Ararat on February 14 and Portland on
March 7.
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Crushed —

ABOVE: The Premier, Mr Hamer, inspects the
storage hoppers at Westall with the Managing Director
of Apex Quarries Ltd., Mr Lorenzo Galli.

RIGHT: The hoppers at the Westall works tower
above the guests at the official opening last month.

Victorian Rail Ways
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SAFETY CAMPAIGNS

ey
v - &[3 sl g A

T s el RS e
Wyn Carney receives his award for the best safety competition entry from VicRail General Manager la
Hodges.,
Other guests shown at the presentation Junch are — from left — Mrs Carney, Assistant Chief Mechanical
Engineer Les Rolls, Chief Safety Officer Bill Cox, Mrs Cox, Deputy General Manager Lindsay McCallum, and
Mrs. McCalfum.

7 BELOW: One of Wyn Carney’s prize winning
ro em s b posters,

On the right is the poster which won him the

No ST
longer!

Hot water urns, door seals, gear wheels,
wooden cases and air ducts have at least two
things in common, they've all been safety
problems, and they've all been rectified.

Winners in VicRail's three safety compe-
titions this year picked the problems and
solutions,

Campaign and competition one featured
“slips, trips and falls’’, and dining car depot
waiter M. K, Lechmere spotted a leaking
water urn on Southern Aurora,

He suggested an urn cover and a door seal
to make sure spilt water presented no danger.

Jolimont Workshops electrical fitter C, H.
Leigh won the second competition, which
involved materials handling, by designing a
lifting jig for traction motor pinions. W

It meant no-one had to lift the 33 kg gear "’,
wheels — so no risk of strains. : A .

""Housekeeping’’ was the third subject, and i
Newport foremgn wood machinist J. A, DON'T TAKE RIGKS
Richardson tied with head office teleprinter ON YOUR HOLIDAYS .

supervisor G, A, Cooper.

/
Packing cases near the Newport Workshops SAFETY mESN T END
saw mill, and ajr ducts on the teleprinter room AT WORK.

floor were the problems solved. AWARD WINNING POSTER BY W CARNIE - SENDIGO

)
Tf
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Joyce lends a helping

Every man knows that barmaids h d
and waitresses are the community’s an
best psychologists, particularly those

men who complain that their wives
don’t understand them!

At VicRail we have a girl who can
not only listen to your problems but
give you expert advice.

She is Joyce Vermeulen, one of the counter-
hands at the Flinders Street and Princes
Bridge refreshment stands.

Joyce, 24, has a degree in social science
from Latrobe University. The degree involved
courses in psychology and economics.

Joyce is bolstering theory with a practical
look at people — there are few places more
suited to watching the human cavaicade than
refreshment stands at major railway stations.

The job is not by choice but by necessity.
She is one of the vast army of the educated
unemployables streaming from our schools
and universities.

Says Joyce: “I'm grateful to VicRail for
the part time weekend work, and | enjoy the
company of the girls, but |'ve tramped the
streets of Melbourne for 14 months looking
for a job suitable to my training. I've tried
everything. But so far with no luck.”

We believe she will ultimately land that
job suited to her talents. Any takers?

Suggestions adopted

The following suggestions were adopted during December:

@ Additional details of Standard ® Removal of emergency tool
Rate Schedules on microfiim. $15 kits in brake vans. $10
® Modification to train examiners ® Improved gasring in ZF vans. $10
safety key receptacle. $15
® Glass panel in door at Electric
® Additional bracket on brush Running Depot. $10
holder assembly of generators. $15
® Restoration of advance listing
@ Cover plate over air-conditioning of retirements in "'Rail Ways”. ~ $10
pulley shaft bearing on
“Southern Aurora’’, $20 ® Revolver holsters for stations. $10

5 Victorian Rajl Ways
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Catering for all tastes
called recently.

the girls at the Richmond Training Centre were all smiles when our photographer

SERVICE WITH A SMILE

Walk into the buffet of an interstate
train and you are greeted by smiling
girls in beautiful uniforms.

You have a tasty and filling meal. You look
around and your fellow travellers are laughing
and joking. You feel good yourself.

What's happened? The buffet was never
like this,

What's happened is a training scheme for
girls in the trading and catering branch.

Apart trom its educational value, the
scheme has given a tremendous boost to the
job satisfaction of the girls. This passes on
automatically to the customer.

The training, which started in October last
year, is carried out on interstate trains and at
a training centre at Richmond station.

The on the train aspect is directed mainly
at new starts, They are shown how to serve
customers, how to use and set up the equip-
ment in the buffet or dining car and how to
work safely in the confined area in which
they have to work.

At Richmond the girls attend lectures on
the organisation of the railways, first aid,
fire drill and safety.

Most of the ideas for the scheme came
from the girls themselves, especially from
Margaret Harrington, the assistant manageress
of Spencer Street cafeteria.

Mary Walters, the manageress of Spencer
Street cafeteria, and the education section
were also very helpful in setting up the
scheme.

Counterhand Lorraine Lindsay attends to a customer
on the Intercapital Daylight.
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Our Len — new Jaycee boss

Len Trotter, assistant rolling stock
accountant, has been elected President
of the Melbourne chapter of the
Jaycees for 1977.

“Apart from our normal activities
during 1976, we brought two Malaysian
kids to Melbourne for open heart
surgery,”” said Len.

“Mary Tan, 12, and Tan Choong Seng, 19,
live in Bukit Mertijam, a small village in the
rubber growing district of Malaysia.

“Like normal kids, they loved to play
games with their friends, but they had one
problem. They both had a hole in their hearts
which left them exhausted after the slightest
exercise.

“The nearest facilities for surgery were in
Thailand. The cost of travel and surgery was
beyond their parents’ pockets.

“It was here that the Bukit Mertijam
chapter of the Jaycees came to the rescue.
They contacted the Melbourne chapter and
between us we arranged for Mary and Tan to
have their operations in Melbourne,

“Qantas flew them out, Budget Rent-a-Car
arranged their transport around Melbourne,
and Medibank financed the operations.

“Alan Black, the immediate past president
of the Jaycees, put the kids up when they left
hospital. He also showed them the sights of
Melbourne before they returned to Malaysia.

“Mary had a remarkable recovery and was
playing football with Alan’s sons, Terry and
Peter, soon after the operation.

“Tan, who is a keen photographer, also
improved, but has to have another operation.”

The Jaycees will bring Tan and a Burmese
girl to Melbourne in 1978. The girl, Mar Cho
Mar, which means “‘Health and Happiness”,
is a fourteen year old with the same com-
plaint.

Another activity of the Jaycees is to visit

70

Pentridge Prison, where they encourage
prisoners to rehabilitate themselves through
personal development.

The prisoners have their own chapter called
“Rennaisance’’. They organise debates, edu-
cation courses and public speaking compe-
titions. They are also involved in making toys
for orphans.

“If anyone is interested in joining the
Jaycees, feel free to call me on extension
1249, said l.en.

Milk run

The lads on the Cudgewa goods train
reckon it's no bull. And they're fair dinkum,

Their train was delayed 75 minutesrecently
when it hit a cow at Bullioh (in North-East
Victoria). No kidding!

Victorian Rail Ways
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GET TO KNOW US

number seven

Vin’s a real battler

From fighter pilot to industrial battler. That’s the chequered career of VicRail's

personnel manager, Vin Winter.

During World War Il, Vin was a fighter
pilot escorting bombers over Europe.

He was involved in dog fights over the skies
of France. But, like many men who have seen
real action, he is reluctant to talk about it.

Vin does not even like flying much these
days. “All the fun has gone out of it. During
the war you could fly where you liked. Now
traffic controtlers tell you continually where
you can and can’t go,” he said.

Four years ago he took up private flying
but the expense and lack of adventure forced
him back onto the ground. He now leads a
quiet, relaxing life at home in Brighton with
his wife, Betty — the perfect antidote to his
daily struggles in the industrial sphere.

Vin said: “With trains you can generally
expect them to react in a certain manner. It
is almost impossible to work out how people
will react.”

Vin became personnel manager, in January,
1975.

He was born in Caulfield in 1918 and
attended St. Patrick’s School,-East Melbourne
before joining VicRail asa lad laborer in 1935.

In 1943 he married Betty. Their son Bruce
was born in 1948. Bruce, who trained as a
watchmaker in Switzerland, lives in California.

In 1952 Vin joined the Secretary’s Branch,
moving to secretary to the staff board. He was
industrial advocate and from 1961 to 1974
was a member of the Staff Board.

He made a study tour of Europe and the
United States in 1970.

12

Warning signs

The Minister for Transport, Mr Rafferty,
wants an expert injury research body to test
new type warning signs for rail level crossings.

He said the body - the Injury Research
Project of the Royal Australasian College of
Surgeons — had recommended the signs to
him on the human factor associated with level
crossing accidents.

“The report suggested a new style advance
warning sign and another to indicate to
motorists which direction to look for ap-
proaching trains,” Mr Rafferty said.

He said he would ask the project team to
test the effectiveness of these signs and to
make further recommendations to him.

"If we are to change the present sign warn-
ning system we must make sure that new
ones are clearly understood and more effec-
tive,” he said.

Victorian Rajl Ways
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Doug Simpson . . .

14

FROM WODONGA WITH LOVE

Sell, sell, sell

“You have to be able to talk,”

says Doug

Doug Simpson, stationmaster Wodonga, is
a real salesman.

At every opportunity he checks out pro-
spective clients and tells them what VicRail
can do for them,

“This is a business,”” says Doug. “More
stationmasters should be like me and sell,
sell, sell.”

“You have to be able to talk — get people
on your side. It'sa real PR job. If you're nice,
that’s half the fight. It could be the difference
between gaining or losing business.”

Doug, a genial chap, never loses the oppor-
tunity to have a good argument about the
merits of VicRail. He said: “We have a lot
more to offer than people realise. Rail is the
only way to go. You know this. The problem
is you have to convince others.”

"But,” said Doug with an aggressive jut of
the jaw, "'if anyone gives me the bounce, |

just bounce back.”

Doug started with VicRail as a casual
laborer in 1939. He reached guard status and
for several years worked with other railways
in the Northern Territory and on the Trans-
Australian railway.

Doug remembers the time he was guard on
an ammunition train, during the war. The
train stopped in the middie of nowhere. After
waiting a while he decided to find out what
was wrong.

As he walked along the side of the train he
heard a buzzing overhead. Looking up, he saw
a Japanese fighter. When he got to the loco he
found the driver and fireman missing. Doug
stuck with the train.

He survived to become a relieving station-
master. Eventually, bhe settled down in
Wodonga, where he has been stationmaster for
the last six years.

Doug is building a feature room at his
home in Barnawartha. It will house the many
relics and photographs he has collected during
his years with VicRail.

Victorian Rail Ways
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Retirements _coninved

HEENAN, M, F., Ararat, 20/11/76

HUGHES, J. W., Plant Division, 20/11/76
HUGHES, R. B., Flinders Street, 11/11/76
LYNCH, J. M., Ararat, 17/9/76

MEADE, R. J., Ballarat, 13/11/76

MUNRO, R. S., Ballarat, 13/8/76
McCORMACK, W, L., Flinders Street, 27/8/76
McDONALD, H., Spotswood, 6/8/76
NOWAK, S,, Engineer of Special Works, 10/11/76
POZ2UTO, G., Spotswood, 19/11/76
SLOAN, C. A, Seymour, 15/11/76
STANISCIA, A., Bendigo, 3/8/76
TARASCIO, 0., Spotswood, 7/11/76

WICKE, R. O., Flinders Street, 26/11/76

TRAFFIC BRANCH

BERRY, W. H., Metro. Train Running, 25/11/76
CHEESLEY, S. J., Tottenham Yard, 26/12/76
CORNISH, R.A., Bendigo, 24/11/76
FOGARTY, M., Melbourne Goods, 25/11/76
GARFI1, G., Melbourne Goods, 18/12/76
GARLICK, F. W., Melbourne Goods, 19/12/76
MARTIN, J. F., Seymour, 11/12/76

MILLER, E. J., Deniliquin, 25/12/76
PRYGODICZ, M, P,, Spencer Street, 30/11/76
TOLLIDAY, L. H. S., Staweli, 5/12/76
WATERMAN, D. M, Mrs., Gardiner, 8/12/76
WILLIAMS, K. T. J., Melbourne Yard, 26/11/76
BALLIRO, D., Melbourne Goods, 31/10/76
BUNWORTH, W. T., Benalla, 17/8/76
GILLETTE, R. R., Melbourne Goods, 4/10/76
GOWAN, G. A., Ballarat, 14/11/76
HEALY, J. L., Mitcham, 16/10/76

HOPE, S., Melbourne Goods, 26/11/76
KETTLE, D., Melbourne Yard, 12/11/76
LANG, J. W., Spencer Street, 20/11/76
LETHLEAN, M, J., Traralgon, 2/11/76
MIRKIN, V., Metro, Train Running, 9/11/76
MURRAY, J. S, Dandenong, 13/11/76
O’'MORE, R., Melbourne Yard, 30/10/76
PERTINAC, C., Melbourne Goods, 12/11/76
REILLY, A, J., Spencer Street, 17/11/76
RICHTER, E.S., Melbourne Goods, 21/10/76
ROBERTSON, J. S., Boronia, 5/11/76
SIMPSON, S, B,, Moe, 13/10/76

SIMS, S., Melbourne Goods, 7/11/76
SOULTAS, C., Dynon, 7/10/76

TAYLOR, B, R, Spencer Street, 8/10/76
TEDESCO, M,, Hamilton, 4/11/76

WILSON, W, W,, Geelong, 10/11/76

WYER, W. F., Spencer Street, 23/11/76
YOUNG, R. A., Elsternwick, 19/11/76
ALBON, S. J., Broadmeadows, 30/8/76

AY RES, T., Wodonga, 6/10/76

BROWN, H. D., Flinders Street, 21/9/76
CAIN, M, J., Spencer Street, 5/10/76
CHISWELL, A, C., St.Arnaud, 1/11/76
COLLETT, L. F,, Korumburra, 10/10/76
CORBY, W. J., Caulfield, 1/11/76

DOOLEY, H. R., Metro. Train Running, 30/9/76
JACKMAN, G. A., Bendigo, 1/10/76

LANE, E. C. J., Melbourne Goods, 25/10/76
MILLS, A. F., Spencer Street, 2/10/76
PRENDERGAST, G., Mildura, 22/10/76
RUDD, J. R., Melbourne Goods, 13/9/76
STANFORD, D. W, E., Bandiana, 2/10/76
TOSCANO, M., Metbourne Goods, 3/10/76
WHELAN, W, G., Surrey Hills, 2/10/76
WILTON, C. S., Warrnambool, 19/10/76

16 V.R. Print 44-1977

ALSOP, J. J., Melbourne Goods, 16/7/76
COOPER, W, J. H., Melbourne Goods, 5/8/76
CURRY, H. M., Melbourne Yard, 22/6/76
DESSENT, G. S., Tottenham Yard, 31/7/76
DHANN, R, E., Flinders Street, 22/7/76

DI STEFANO, G., Melbourne Goods, 28/7/76
FROELICH, M. F., Clayton, 22/8/76
HAYES, L. F. J., Metro. Train Running, 27/8/76
JOBE, F. E., Werribee, 12/8/76

MILL, E. J., Ararat, 2/8/76

PATERSON, K. McK., Metro. Sup., 14/8/76
PLUMBRIDGE, D. E., Cauifield, 28/8/76
RICHARDSON, J. W., Melbourne Goods, 9/8/76
SMITH, E. E., Ringwood, 10/8/76

SOOBA, H., Melbourne Goods, 23/7/76
SPILJAK, A., Spencer Street, 30/7/76
STEWART, G. C., Melbourne Goods, 26/7/76
STONE, W. D., Melbourne Goods, 21/7/76
TRIPP, V. G., Wangaratta, 13/8/76
FALCONER, W. F,, Wangaratta, 3/6/76
FORD, E. G., Morwell, 12/4/76

GRIFFIN, N. L., Bendigo, 7/6/76

GUY, J.W., Melbourne Yard, 7/5/76

HAAR, K., Dynon, 13/6/76

HUNTER, F. J., Melbourne Goods, 29/4/76
KELLY, A. N, A., Ballarat, 15/6/76

KUTNY, J., Central Desptach, 12/5/76
MURPHY, M, M., Mildura, 11/6/76

NOBLE, J. R., Bendigo, 24/5/76

PINDA, W., Melbourne Goods, 20/5/76
SARLAN, A, Melbourne Goods, 16/6/76
SCHNACKENBERG, H,, Frankston, 7/6/76
WILLIAMS, T. J., Longwarry, 14/5/76
CHARALAMBOUS, S., Melbourne Goods, 7/6/76
DEL-TONDA, T., Melbourne Goods, 24/7/76
FROOD, W. V., Melbourne Yard, 20/7/76
HAZELDINE, C., Bendigo, 23/7/76

JAMES, S. E,, Stawell, 9/7/76

KRUSS, G. B., Ballarat, 27/7/76

LALOR, J. C., Wodonga, 16/6/76
MONTALTI, G., Melbourne Goods, 19/7/76
McINERNEY, A, L., Gheringhap, 10/7/76
PAULINE, R., St. Kilda, 25/6/76

SELKIRK, F. W,, Ringwood, 17/7/76
SPEAR, L. A., Bendigo, 10/7/76

STALEY, J. R,, Echuca, 3/7/76

TARRANT, C. J. L., Flinders St,, 23/7/76
VIVIAN, J.'G., Cheltenham, 10/7/76
WILKIE, J. K., Geelong, 2/7/76

ROLLING STOCK

ACKERMANN, M., North Melbourne, 21/8/76
ANDREWS, A. J., South Dynon, 25/6/76
ARMSTRONG, M. R. J., Newport, 7/8/76
BANNISTER, S., Newport, 6/7/76

COTTELL, D, C,, Jolimont, 11/5/76

-DIGBY, G. G., Newport, 17/6/76

DWYER, F. J., South Dynon, 29/6/76
HAMPTON, P. S., E. R. Depot, 12/6/76
HANSCHA, W., Bendigo North, 7/8/76
HEDLEY, A. C., Newport, 25/6/76
HUGHES, R. C., South Dynon, 2/7/76
KELLY,S., Ararat, 5/8/76

KNIPE, J. W,, Jolimont, 1/6/76

LA PORTA, C., North Melbourne, 5/8/76
LICCIARDI, C., Shelter Shed, 13/8/76
MAHER, L. M,, Seymour, 3/7/76
McCANN, C. D., South Dynon, 19/8/76
McMASTER, D. H., T. L. Depot, 16/6/76
McPHAIL, J. A., Bendigo North, 2/7/76
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Courier,

Possessing wide experience in both
the metropolitan and suburban news-
paper sphere as a sub-editor and reporter
Noel replaces former magazine editor
Mike White.

His only grouch so far is a “total lack
of response”” to the magazine by VicRail
readers.

“The magazine is designed to reflect
the interests of its readersand to do that
they must let us know what they want,”
he said.

Noel took over the magazine in
January.

New Editor

VicRail has appointed a new editor
of “Rail Ways”.
He is Noel Browne, a former Herald
journalist, who has just returned after a
year in Papua New Guinea heading the
Lae news bureau for the P.N.G. Post
a national daily newspaper.

New trains
for VicRail

VicRail is to get a fleet of 50 new
ultra modern suburban trains costing
about $80 million.

The Minister for Transport, Mr Rafferty,
said the Government had given VicRail the
“all clear’” to call tenders for the trains.

He said it was expected they would be
delivered at the rate of ten a year.

Mr Rafferty said the trains would be an
improvement on the present stainless steei
type trains.

“What we want is a new fleet of the most
modern trains, both in comfort and perform-
ance,” he said.

Mr Rafferty said the Government wanted
to get the new contract under way without
delay so there would be a continuous flow of
new trains.

“QOur aim is to get rid of the old red Tait
trains as quick ly as possible,” he said.

He said this would not only give passengers
better and more comfortable travel but would
mean a big saving in maintenance and major
overhauls.

VicRail has 32 stainless steel trains in service
at present and a further 18 should be de-
livered before the end of next year.

The present VicRail suburban fleet com-
prised 32 stainless steel trains, 55 blue trains
and 52 red Tait trains.

-
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20 Augustine steps in
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FRONT COVER \

Beautiful Mt Buffalo — ideal for horse-
riding, hikes and winter ski-ing. VicRail can
get you there and arrange accommodation
at the Mt Buffalo chalet.

RAIL WAYS

Rail Ways is published by the VicRail
Board each month at our North Melbourne
Printing Works, A fee is paid for contributions,

if published. Telephone number 61001 ext.
1367 (subscriptions), ext. 2397 (editoriay
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Andy takes
the helm

Andy Augustine, a keen yachtsman,
will try to eliminate any unnecessary
paperwork and improve the speed of
communication within the railways.

Andy, 58, said this on January 25, when he
moved from his position as Solititor for Rail-
ways to become Secretary for Railways.

“Although | have been away from head
office for 38 years | know that problems can
be caused by poor communication within the
Department,” he said.

" If there are time wasting methods, they
must be done away with.”

Andy started with VicRail as a lad porter
in 1933. After a period as a bookkeeper at
Melbourne Goods,. he joined the Transpor-
tation (Traffic) branch at head office in 1938.

About that time, the VRI were holding
shorthand competitions and, as Andy won a
prize, he was offered a job at the Crown
Solicitor’s Office.

To take the position, he had to do a law
course at Melbourne University, which he
completed in 1949. He then worked in the
Crown Solicitor's Office, becoming officer-
in-charge of the Railways branch in 1960.

In 1972, this branch broke away from the
C.S.0. and Andy became the first Solicitor
for Railways.

Andy’s inspiration for yachting came from
his sons, who, living in Edithvale were keen
sailors, The youngest son, Geoffrey, became a
member of the "Bond’’ Americas Cup team.

Andy has a general purpose 14 ft yacht he
sails regularly in competition as a member of
the Chelsea Yacht Club.

He now lives at Mt Eliza.
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Andy Augustine takes to the waves at Albert
Park lake. Darryl Warren is the trapeze hand.

G ran ville

The PR division and no doubt every-
one in VicRail felt horror at news of the
Granville rail disaster.

We send our sincere sympathy to the
families and friends of those killed, and
also to those injured or otherwise
distressed by this accident.

This devastating loss of life hits at
the heart of all railwaymen, whose main
concern is the safety of our customers.

We only hope that the results of the
Granville enquiry will leave all rail
systems satisfied that the safety of their
passengers is assured. )

— Editor

Victorain Rail Ways
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Well in our class

Who said that Motorail was designed

of us drive daily.

BOSTON
BULLET

Engineers for Amtrak, the U.S.
passenger train operator, plan to try
Japan’s 130 m.p.h. “Bullet train’’ on the
Washington to Boston run.

The U.S. will borrow a pair of the
Japanese Shinkansen cars for tests as
part of Amtrak’s multi-billion dollar
plan to rebuild the north east rail
corridor.

A Swedish locomotive on loan to
Amtrak is being tested along the Wash-
ington — Boston tracks and an advanced
French model is on its way to the U.S.
for a similar workout,

Amtrak has also bought half a dozen
French turbo trains and copies are being
built in the U.S.

22

only for those “ordinary’”” cars that most

More recently the service, which can get you
and your car and trailer to either Sydney or
Mildura, has been carrying some extra special
customers.

Among the more notable was this latest model
Rolls Royce valued at $58,950.

Other equally prestigious machines have been
the latest model Jaguar XJS and a Porsche
Carrera.

Of course Motorail doesn’t stop at Sydney. It
can take you further north to the Gold Coast
as well.

Travelling to Sydney and the Gold Coast you
have dining and other facilities at your fingertips.

Sleeping compartments are available on the
Sydney, Gold Coast and Mildura lines.

Motorail goes to Sydney by the Southern
Aurora which leaves Spencer Street daily at
8 p.m. and reaches Sydney at 9 a.m. the next
day.

Mildura Motorail is available through the
Vinelander six days a week, Sundays to Fridays.

For Motorail bookings ring 62 0771.

Victorian Rail Ways
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Director Bruce Beresford during the filming of
the arrival scene shot at Ballarat station. The station
was decked out to look like Spencer Street station
in 1896, below,

A CHANGE

The past six weeks have seen a
drastic change of pace for film director
Bruce Beresford.

Bruce, the man behind the two Bazza
films, has been directing the $500,000 film
“The Getting of Wisdom” based on Henry
Handel Richardson’s autobiographical novel
about life in a Melbourne girls’ school,

The filming of the novel has been in the
back of Bruce’s mind ever since he bought
the book as a 15 year old in a Sydney second
hand shop.

The key to the filming of that 21 year old
dream was obtained when Bruce, 36, bought
the rights to the film three years ago.

"Everyone said | couldn’t do anything as
sensitive as “"Widsom”, They wanted almost
anyone but me to direct it but after a great
deal of convincing | won the job,” he said.

"“Most people treat Wisdom as a very
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