


Retired railwayman Les Keay
of Tottenham has returned re-
cently from a tour of India, trav-
elling from Madras to Kat-
mandu. He found the following
report in the Indian Cxpress,a Bom-
bay newspaper: “Five ambush
checks were organised by Central
Railways on October 22 to stop
trains in mid section. During
the checks six trains were raided
and 113 irregular travellers were
detected and fined. [Each of 36
prisoners was sentenced to 11
days jail”. Obviously vandal
squads are as important in India
as they are in Victoria.

VR Chairman, Mr Gibbs, has re-
cetved a letter from a “devoted VR
fan and satisfied Mitcham-Melbourne
commuter”’. Mr Ian Weickhardrt
of Vermont, has asked Mr Gibbs to
save the life of a faithful VR servant—
the semaphore signal arm from signal
515, just outside Princes Bridge. The
515 now lies discarded against a pile
of debris and Mr Weickhardt wants to
rescue it and buy the signal arm to
decorate his property. The matter
is being investigated.

We saw a 1903 NSW timetable
recently, detailing services on the
line to Rookwood Cemetery (NSW
had lines serving three cemeter-
ies at that timhe). The timetable
announced that corpses were car-
ried free, while mourners tra-
velled for 2 s. first class and 1s
_second class (return). We assume
"~ ¢he “return” applied only to the
mourners.

VR  troubleshooter John Nolan
thought he knew the ABC of rail-
way operations until 2 woman rang
him about beautification along a sub-
urban line. He thought she was
joking when she said her address was
Y Street.  Don’t ask us why—bur
there 15 such a street, in Ashburton.

It seems our occasional feature
on the origins of Victorian station
names attracts a bit of attention.
in September we quoted Thes. |.
O’Caliaghan’s authoritative book,
and said Nathalia was named af-
ter the mother of Peter the Great,
Czar of Russia. But we have had
a couple of calls to say that the

name comes from an aboriginal
word. Can any Rai! Ways reader
solve the mystery ?

Conductor Brian May brought
his famed ABC Melbourne Show
Band to Newport Workshops one
day last year to film a sequence
for his Something Special series.

The series is now being shown on
ABC television in all States. The
band has achieved five gold record-
ings in sales.

Newport staff put K153 in steam
for a sequence showing the band
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In biack and white

— They try to keep things interesting
for apprentices at Bendigo North Work-
shops, especiaily during the final few
months of training. One idea is to get
apprentice fitters and turners to draw
freehand. with pen and ink, an old loco-
motive.  Their efforts are then frameq
by final year carpenters and useg to de-
corate the hall.  This R-Class "8ulldog"
was drawn by Roy Woodiey

dressed z¢ troops returning from
World War II, accompanied by the
stirring songs of the period.

Railwaymen were intrigued with
the equipment—mobile changing
rooms and canteen, a 10 m (35 ft)
outside broadcast transmission tow-
er, huge floodlights, cameras on dol-
lies and what looked like miles of
heavy electrical cable.

— Picture shows Brian May,
in slouch hat, talking to driver
Jim Ryan, left in cab, and fire-
man Ken Gilham. Three extras
look on.

A

Rail Ways is published monthly
by the Victorian Railways Board
for the information of our staffand
customers.

It is printed at the VR Printing
Works, Laurens Street, North Mel-
bourne.

Prints of most of the photo-
graphs published in Rail Ways are
available on request.

Contributions are invited from
readers, either in writing or by
*phone, and a fee is paid according
to the nature and amount of mater-
ial published.

Pictures are especially welcome,

Editorial and subscription
offices: Room 59, Railways Admin-
istrative Offices. 67 Spencer St.,
Melbourne 3000. Telephone 6 1001
(internal auto and extension 1181 —
editorial or 1387—subscription).

Editors are welcome to repro-
duce any material with or without
acknowledgemens,
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The race train arriving at
Warrnamboo! station through
the picturesque countryside
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Five continuous generations
of railwaymen—not to mention
an uncle—is an almost unbeat-
able record.

It was sert last year when Paul Nor-
man (right) became a lad trainee at
Bendigo North Workshops.

His family’s railway tradition began
in 1863, when English-born William
Norman signed on with the six-year-
old Victorian Railways Department.

The signature is still in existence—
certifying he had read and under-
stood the 1862 rule book. The rule
book has changed drastically. Sig-
nals were in their infancy then, but
rule 17 for enginemen covered that
problem:

“All engines travelling on the same
Line shall keep at least HALF A
MILE apart from each other, that is
to say, the Engine which follows shall
not approach within HALF A MILE
of the Engine which goes before; and
in coming down any incline the en-
gine following shall not come within
THREE-QUARTERS of a mile of
the Train which precedes it.”’

Enginemen were also responsible
for ensuring their engines passed
‘“along the proper Line of the Road,
which is the Left-hand side of the

Permanent Way.”

William Norman became driver-
in-charge at Ballarat Loco, but there
is no record of his retirement.

His son, William Junior, joined
VR in 1878 as a “boy, temporarily”
according to his memorandum of ac-
ceptance, at four shillings a day.

He became a driver at Ararat, while
his son, Alfred, was a driver in the
Bendigo district.

Another son, Percy, was the last
of the Norman family drivers. He
retired in 1955, after 48 years Rail-
ways service.

Percy joined VR in 1908 at the
Way and Works store at Ararat, and
later realised his train driving ambi-
tion. He fired suburban trains in
the pre-electrification era.

One of the first railwaymen to en-
list in the AIF for World War I,
Percy won the Military Medal be-
fore returning home to become a
driver.

He spent the last 34 years of rail-
ways service as an electric train driver.
In 1927 he was one of a team of
drivers for the Royal visit of the Duke
and Duchess of York.

Alfred’s son and Percy’s nephew,
Des, is now a running gear repairer

VICTORIAN RAILWAYS.

RULES AND REGULATIONS

, Melbourne,

VICTORIAN
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at Bendigo North workshops, where
he has been joined by the family’s
fifth generation of railwaymen-—his
son Paul.

So far the Norman family has been
part of the 119-year-old VR Depart-
ment for 113 years. It is said that
William Norman senior, once wished:
“there would always be a Norman
to carry on the Railways tradition”.

There has been.

RAILWAYS.
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Step into the past

There’s an old adage which
says that railwaymen stick
together through thick and
thin,

The proof is at Ararat where
three retired railwaymen are the
leading light at the Langi Mor-
gala museum.

They are Arthur Hargreaves,
Allan Blachford and Sam Gullich
all in their middle-plus seventies.
Arthur and Allan were engine-
men, and Sam a chief clerk.

All are members of the Ararat
District Railways Historical So-
ciety, and Arthur is mueum pre-
sident, Allan vice-president and
Sam treasurer.

The museum in Queen Street,
Ararat, was formed about five
years ago and now has more
than 500 exhibits, many directly
related to the area’s early rail-
ways.

Old railway medals, clocks,
(right) watches, lamps, kero pots,

The talent of apprentice cop-
persmith Rodney Jones, is on
display at Bendigo North Work-
shops for all to see and admire.

A mural of copper, which Rodney
{left) completed in his spare time,
hangs in the Workshops newly com-
pleted conference rcom.

Rodney, 16, is a first year appren-
tice.  He designed and worked on
the mural with the help of a teacher
from Kangaroo Flat Technical School
Mr John McEwen.

It took Jong hours and three weeks
to complete. It weighs about 102 kgs
(2 cwt) and measures 3 m x 1 m {10
ft x 3 fr).

trolleys, a fully restored K class
locomotive, books and photo-
graphs combine with horse-
drawn coaches, telephones, fur-
niture and Chinese bellows to
illustrare a vibrant era of the past.

One of the first Sunshine har-
vesters 1s one display—the Mel-
bourne suburb was named after
this machine, when its designer
built a factory in that area.

Also in the museum is the
former table from the Council
Chambers.

Four large paintings hang
high above the other exhibits—
two in oil, two in water color.
They were painted by former en-
gine driver Stan Kelly.

Stan is a noted world authority
on the eucalyptus tree and one
of his beautifully illustrated
books is there on view. His
paintings depict early mining and
aborigina! settlements.

The museum is financed by

The mural {above) traccs the
nistory of Victorian Rallways from
the left to right.  (in the far ieft the
first rrain buiit bv Victorian Rail-
ways is depicted. It works its way
through rhe iocomouwves, including
Heavy Harry, the Spirit of Progress,
the new X class and the A2 class,
the first to be built at Bendigo.

On the far right is the futuristic
British Rail advanced passenger train.

Qutside the railways Rodney’s
craft might be a dying art, but at
Bendigo Workshops they will make
sure it stays alive.

the Historical Society and there
is an anti-inflationary admission
charge of 20 cents for adults and
10 cents for children.

Langi Morgala—home of yes-
terday is well worth a visit, if
only to experience the feeling of
awe as you step back in time.

Victorian Rail Ways
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The M class. This one, the M40 was built by Beyer Peacock & Co., Manchester,
Engiand i 1878. The engines were rebuilt as 4-4-2 tank engines between
190007 and the last was scrapped in 18922.

A C class belonging to the South Suburban
1880s. The engine was built by Robison Bro.
was scrapped 1

The DD class. This pulled the train during the Prince of Wales visit to Victoria
in 1920. They were built in England, USA and Australia between 1902—20.
They were reclassed D1, D2, D3 in 1929.

4 g < . 5 -
The N252 ar Somerton in 1899. Recorus give the guard’s name as J. Hargreaves H e 4 . ke

and the fireman's as T. Dunstan. The 252 was built by Robert Stephenson and The T class. The T283 was built at the Ph
Co., Newcastle, England in 1858—70. The last was scrapped in June, 1906. exception, (No. 265, renumbere
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@ A G-Class steam locomotive, built at Williamstown workshops in 1876.
scrapped.

it remained in service until 1904 when it was

Sandford station took its name from the township which was called after the Sandford
Pastoral station, owned by the Henty family in 1837.

We are told in Thos. J. Callaghan’s book on Victorian Railway station names that John Henty owned
the place for many years, and probably named it after a place in his native England.

The native name for the site is
Warchropar meaning “the place of
bream”.

This month Ra:il Ways ends its
series on the history of station names.

Sandoun Park—the Committee of
the Victorian Trotting Club changed
the name of the racecourse from Qak-
leigh Park to Sandown Park in 1891.
The name Sandown was taken from
a racecourse in Surrey, England.

Seaford—at a meeting of residents
10 name this township, it was agreed
that whatever the name it should
contain some reference to the sea.
Cr Sydney Plowman, thinking of his
native Sleaford in Lincolnshire, En-
gland, suggested dropping the “I”
and naming the place Seaford.

Serviceton—named after the Hon.
James Service, a former Premier of
Victoria.

Sheephills—named after the small
hills on a nearby prope:ty which were
used as sites for sheep yards.

10

Shepparton—named after Sher-
bourne Sheppard, owner of the near-
by Tallygaroopna pastoral station in
the 1840s and 1850s.

Springvale — a  Matthew Bergin
built a hotel near the station and call-
ed it Springvale after a spring in the
area. The settlement took its name
from the hotel and the station from
the settlement.

Stawell — previously known as
Pleasant Creek it was renamed in
honor of Sir William Foster Stawell,
a Chief Justice of Victoria. The
native name was Yerip meaning “iron-
bark gum trees’.

Stratford—the river close  was
called the Avon, and the town was
named after Shakespeare’s birthplace,
Stratford-On-Avon.  Ironically the
river was named by an Angus Mc-
Millan after a river in Scotland, not
England.

Sunshine—took its name from the

Sunshine Harvester Works, establish-
ed at Braybrook by the McKay bro-
thers.

vcwan Hill—an exploration party,
camped in the area was disturbed one
night by the noise of native wild fowl.
The leader, Major Mitchell gave it
the name.

Tallygaroopna — native  meaning

“large tree”.

Taradale—named after Tarradale
in Scotland, birthplace of the eminent
geologist, Sir Roderick Murchison.
The name was suggested by surveyor,
Mr W. S. Urguhart as a tribute to a
man who had made many important
discoveries of mineral deposits.

Tarranginnie — native describing
“‘a man with sore feet”.

Tempy——was once a temporary sid-
ing between Speed and Ouyen. In
Railway correspondence the word
“temporary” was always abbreviated
to “tempy” and that was adopted as
the station name.

Victorian Rail Ways
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VR girls win basketball

The ANZRI basketball car-
nival was held in Perth re-
cently with the WA Govern-
ment Railway Institute as
host.

Victoria fielded a small squad,
but again proved that quality not
quantity wins games.

With seven males and five fe-
males (usually 10 per squad) it
meant that VRI had very little
in reserve.

The five girls showed just how
goad they were by again winning the
Commissioners Shield, going through
the carnival undefeated.

To continue the success story,
captain Anne Bradbury won both the
besr and fairest and most goals scored
trophies. All five VRI girls were
chosen for the all-Australian female
team.

While the female team was sweep-
ing ali before it, the men were finding
things a little harder. They had to
battle their way into the final against
the streng ANR team, which proved
just too good. VRI had te be content
with the runner up position.

Tan Batt was the only Victorian
member of the all-Australian male
team.

To both teams we say congratula-
tions on a job well done.

VRI team
snookered

At the end of the snooker season
the VRI team (known as “Rails’’)
finished in sixth place in the
Willis No. 1 competition and third
in the group three.

@ Back row:—(left to right) B. Connelly, S. Gunston, S. Spinner, N, Bradbury,
Front row :— (left to right) A. Bradbury, B. Nation, T. Newman.

Both sections proved stronger this
vear and the VRI thinks the lads
deserve a pat on the back for their
efforts.

In the Willis No. 1 competition
the best break was 31, made by Allan
Robertson, who also won the most
games for the VRI, 17 out of 28.

Phil Lane won the trophy for the
best break in the group three with a

@ Back row:—(left to right) C. Clee, L. Power, l. Bett, . Wiison, N. Brad- break of 40. Des Williams won the
bury. Front row:—(left to right) B. Connelly, (VRI representative), T. Triball, G. greatest number of games with 16
Taylor, |. Leech. wins from 24.

12 : Victorian Rail Ways
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“My wife and | were members
of a party which visited Mt Buffalo
recently on a tour organised by
Victorian Railways. The tour was
an outstanding success and was
highly praised by all. 1 did not
hear one discordant or complain-
ing voice — a truly remarkable
achievement.

From the time we left Spencer
Street until we returned home
again we were treated with the
utmost care and attention. The
Chalet was all you claim, and more
the meals and accommodation
were excellent.

Thanks to those who conceived
the idea and to those who carried
it through to its conclusion.”

—Mr John Geary, of Pascoe Vale,
writing to the Secretary.

“! recently accompanied a group
of children to our school camp at
Strangways. The children enjoyed
this camp immensely and | feel
that a contributing factor was the
excellent service provided by the
Railways.

| would like to thank those res-
ponsible for arranging transport,
particularly Mr Pappas and Mr
Sweeter, the staff on the Sunshine
and Castlemaine stations and the
drivers of the railcars to Mary-
berough.”

—Mr Peter Schmutter, of Keilor
Heights primary school, writing to the
Secretary.

I would like tc pass on my
thanks to the young man who met
my daughter Donna from the Ade-
laide train, gave her a drink and
saw her safely on to the Geelong
train.

The help | received from the
Geelong and Ballarat staff was ter-
rific and in future we will be travei-
ting more by train and less by car.”

~—Mrs Georgina Earl of East Geelong
writing to the SM at Geelong.

“My feliow Commissioners, sen-
ior staff and | have just returned
from a visit to north western Vic-
toria and it is again my pleasure to
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thank your Department for the
contribution it made towards the
success of the visit. As usual on
these country visits we welcomed
the relaxation which train travel
gave us during our exacting tour.
We are very grateful to you for
making the Norman Car available
to us.

Once again the work of your
staff was of its usual high standard.
The tour was excellently planned
and the train crew was courteous
and attentive to all our needs. We
have of course given our personal
thanks to everyone concerned but
I would like you to convey our ap-
preciation to them officially.

We are expecting to visit another
part of Victoria next year and we
hope to use your excelient faci-
lities again.”

—Mr J. C. Trethowan, Chairman
SEC Commissioners, writing to VR
Board Chairman, Mr A. G. Gibbs.

“l would like to express my
thanks to a young station assistant
and a railways first aid lady for the
help they gave me recently when
I had two blackouts. Their kind-
ness was greatly appreciated.

1 felt so vague and ill that | got
on the train without thanking
them.”

—Mrs D. Heddies of Lilydale, writ-
ing to the Secretary.

“A few weeks ago when re-
turning from Melbourne after a
weekend visit to my sick mother,
I left my purse on The Overland.

[ left the train at 2.30 am, un-
aware of my loss. The purse went
on to Adelaide and it was not until
10.30 that | missed it. I thought it
would be a miracle to have it re-
turned, but it was. | am grateful
to those who had a part in its re-
turn. Great credit is due to the
Railways efficiency and the honesty
of its employees,”

—Mrs tsobelle Scott of Nhill, writ-
ing to the Chairmarn

“A&s a traveller from Miidura <c
Melbourne an The Vinelander some
time ago, I felt ilt suddenly.

With this letter | would like to

thank the conductors, especially
the one from the first class car-
riage (Mr J, Clarkson — Ed.) for
the wonderful help | received.”

—Mrs A. Pruss of Noble Park, writ-
ing to the SM at Mildura.

1 would like to take this op-
portunity to thank you for the ex-
cellent co-operation we received
during the running of the Trinity
Grammar School excursion to
Woodend. All railway employees
concerned went out of their way
to assist us and this greatly faci-
litates the conduct of any excur-
sion.

I feel | mustsingle out the driver,
Mr Les Haining, for special thanks
for the friendly tolerance he dis-
played to the horde of boys who
scrambled over his locomotive on
several occasions. Please pass on
our appreciation to him, his fire-
man and the stationmasters at
Spencer Street, Gisborne, Wood-
end and Macedon and to Mr Ri-
chard Gilbert of the Trafflc
Branch.”

—Mr L. V. Johnson, Geography De-
partment, Trinity Grammar, writing
to the Chairman.

"I wish to convey our thanks to
the Victorian Railways personnei
for the efficient way they handled
transportation of our forestry eq-
uipment, which was rail-freighted
to Myrtieford.

The loading in the electric crane
area at Spencer Street was handled
with meticulous care and regard
for our expensive machines and we
recieved the full co-operation and
courtesy of Mr Ern Brownsea in
overcoming the problems invoived
in the shipment.

in Myrtieford again we receivec
tremendous co-operation and as.
sistance in both unloading and re-
ioading equipment. We would
like to thank the stationmaster.
Mr Ken Kaye.

—Mr KW, Huxley. Marketing Ser-
vices Manager of Maicolm Moore Pty..
Ltd.. writing to the Chairman.

Viciarian Rail Ways
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