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Tucked away in the new Federal
Government’s policy is a reference
i to investigating ‘“‘new technologies”
¢ for transport links between the
' new cities to be developed and
| other centres.

Indeed, the absence of major
population centres outside Mel-
bourne in Victoria has been one
of the prime reasons for the V.R.
i and the road industry having had
| to compete vigorously instead
i of developing proper and rational
. co-ordination.
| Because traffic volumes have

been so low, railways have had to
| remain at a level that is comparable
with road instead of being able
to assert its inherent superiprity
in speed, safety and economics.

Now it looks as if the con-
stricting nexus between revenue,
i loan funds and modernisation could
| be broken because the national
interest demands that decentral-
isation be made more attractive.

With the State and the V.R.s
present commitments, developing
high-speed freight and passenger
services to the country centres
would involve a substantial and
continuing drain on our limited
funds which would, in turn, ser-
iously stunt development in other
areas.

If, however, the Federal Gov-
ernment is prepared to underwrite
the upgrading of selected rail links
to boost decentralisation appeal as
a national project, then all previous
limitations recede into the back-
ground.
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To what extent the speed up of
both passenger and freight services
is taken to, depends only on
the breadth of vision of the people
authorising the scheme.

Economically, 1 doubt that
greatly improved rail services to
selected development centres could
be viable for many years, but con-
sidered from the national (and
State) viewpoint, its role in over-
coming the disadvantages of de-
centralisation would be dramatic
and do much to regenerate rail
traffic.

As we have said for many years
now, the Commonwealth Govern-
ment has in the past involved it-
self with all transport forms in |
Australia with railways unjust- |
ifiably relegated to the bottom of
the list in terms of treatment.

The new Commonwealth Gov-
ernment has announced its in-
tention to restore the railways |
vitality and remove some of the |
financial anomalies presently im- |
posed.

Decentralisation is a key that |
untocks the future in many, many |
areas, not the least of which is the |
transport field. i

And whatever study is under-
taken, wherever a high traffic den-
sity is involved, the economics of
railway upgrading versus road up-
grading will always come out in
favour of railways. Their natural |
advantages, which have been sub- |
verted for many years, will ensure
any Government a satisfactory
return on their investment.

G. F. BROWN
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Another e V.R.’s battle
against pollution was taken recently
when approval was given for side-
widths (land between railway lines
and railway boundary fences) to be
improved so that burning off in the
metropolitan area will eventually no
longer be necessary.

For years, smoke nuisance to those
living adjacent to railway lines ac-
companied the burning off of grass
alongside lines. The alternative—
to not burn off—increased the fire
risk. Naturally, the lesser of the
two evils had to be resorted to and
the fire risk removed.

The problem was looked at and an
answer came up with which promises
to gradually rid the metropolitan

2

area of the problem of burning off.

One step is to move the railway
boundary fence closer to the track,
then improve the land outside the
fence. Sowing it to grass and having
the local council regularly cut it
removes the fire risk.

Investigations are also being made
into the use of different types of
ground cover plants (many of them
native) on embankments and cuttings.
Some actually retard fire.

Chemical mowing is applied to the
grass remaining within the railway
fence.

Council participation is needed to
ensure success of the project as the
V.R. just does not have the staff
available to do the work from its own
resources. Most councils app-
roached so far are enthusiastic about
the scheme.

Progress will be slow because of

the need to co-ordinate both railway
and council resources, but for this
fire season, burning off was dis-
continued between Camberwell and
Box Hill and in some other smaller
areas,

@® In October 1971, the use of
incinerators at stations was also
abolished as a pollution cutting
measure. See News Letter, Nov-
ember 1971, p. 162.

Water recirculating mechanism
has been added to the train washing
plant in Jolimont Yards to cut water
wastage.

Water from the rinse stage is now
run off into a holding tank then
pumped back for use again and again.

Previously, water from the plant
had been allowed to escape. During
the 1967 drought, when train washing
had to be stopped for a lengthy period
because of water restrictions, the
V.R. looked at ways of saving water
from this plant. An initial attempt
at conservation and recirculation
proved unsatisfactory. .

Each train is washed externally
about every three weeks, and they
receive four washing stages. The
first is a ‘pre wet’ of clean water,
followed by a concentrate to lift dust
and grime, then a detergent and a
final rinse.

Recirculating plants will be added
to the washing plant at the South
Dynon locomotive depot and to all
future installations.

e nd ol s T o
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New York’s Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority has ordered eight
prototype commuter cars to operate
from third rail electric traction (at
650v d.c.) and two 500 h.p. gas
turbines.

A maximum speed of 100 m.p.h.
is required from the cars.

Although electric performance has
always been superior for commuter
operation, these experimental cars
should closely conform to general
performance characteristics of electric
multiple unit sets.

—Railway Gazette International

A woman who complained to
Troubleshooter Bob Wilson about
delays at the Flinders Street booking
windows on many mornings, ended
up a satisfied rail user with a tri-
angular weekly.

Each morning she bought a return

The Victorian Railways News Letter
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Conflict between the Houses of State Parliament was the result
of attempts to build a railway to the Shepparton and Tatura

districts in the 1870s,

The problem was eventually seitled by a

compromise and the long sought after project completed.

By the mid-1870’s, Victoria’s rail-
ways were reaching out towards the
borders and district representatives
throughout the State clamoured for
a railway to grace their area,

In 1873 the north-east railway
opened between Longwood and
Wodonga, and spurred development
of a vast portion of the State’s north
and north-east.

Areas around Shepparton and
Tatura were already highly produc-
tive. Until the opening of the north-
east railway, most of the district’s
produce was carted to Rochester,
then it was directed through Avenel.

Attention was therefore focused on
the need for a railway into the Shep-
parton district. Surveys were made
and plans drawn up, but when the
Bill was presented to Parliament in
July of 1877, its passage was anything
but smooth.

“Dog’s hind leg”

“As crooked as a dog’s hind leg”
were the comments of some Par-
liamentarians when they examined
the plan of the proposed Avenel-
Shepparton railway. But Mr. John
Orr, a local M.P., went further, say-
ing: “The Goulburn Valley Railway,
as proposed by the Government,
seems to be as crooked as the two hind
legs of a dog put together.”

i,

He prempily called for a more
direct route and the challenge was
taken up by all concerned.

Certainly the proposed route ap-
peared roundabout. Starting from
Avenel, it swung around to Nagambie
then passed through Murchison, into
Tatura, and then swung back to
reach Shepparton.

Debate raged in the House. Mr.
John Woods, Minister for Railways
and Roeads, said that the route had
been prepared by experts and was
the best possible because of the
problems of crossing the Goulburn
River,

Other members quickly threw
doubt on the scheme by indicating
that the route on the eastern side of
the Goulburn River would pass
through poor land while land on the
westernt side of the river was much
more productive.

Mr, Woods attempted to counter
the argument by saying that while it
would be easy for those on the west-
ern side to get their goods across to
the other side—as they were now
doing when taking it to Avenel—but
it would not be easy for those on the
eastern side to cross the river to reach
a railway on the western side, (There
must have been logic in that argument
100 years ago because Mr. Woods was
not challenged on that point.)

A barrier to early railway connection for the Shepparton district was the crossing
of the Goulburn River. This train ﬂosed near Toolamba for the camera 13 years

after the line was opened. T

is is the first of the two river crossings.

Mr. Thomas Bent rose to have the
last word in that debate saying that he
personally knew little about the coun-
try in question “‘but if the Honourable
Members who represented the dis-
trict were dissatisfied with the line,
why should not its construction be
deferred and the money utilized in
the Mornington district!”’

Amid scenes of uproar the debate
closed with the Minister shouting that
he would personally investigate the
proposed routes at the earliest op-
portunity.

Second try

A fortnight later, Mr. Woods rose
to say that he had just inspected the
two routes in the company of many
local representative and Opposition
Member, Mr. Orr.

He promptly announced that the
eastern route was the better, and the
argument raged again. Claim and
counter claim was launched, and re-
marks as to which side of the Goul-
burn had the better potential were
challenged and disputed. Even the
Minister himself switched sides in
mid-argument.

Eventually Mr. J. B. Patterson re-
stored some order to the discussion
by stating that if the railway were
built too far to the west it would cause
unnecessary competition with the
Murray River (Echuca line); too far to
the east and it would compete with
the north-east line. He then called
for it to be as ‘“‘nearly as possible cen-
tred between those two railways”.

Also, he challenged the Minister’s
statement that the people of Shep-
parton were happy to have their rail-
way deviated through Tatura, “there-
by penalising them by increasing

The Victorian Railways News Letter
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container traffic will double this year
compared to last, said Assistant
Stationmaster Dick Ellis when News
Letter called.

Staffed by five people, the station
earns big money. Inwards goods
levels are surprisingly high, averaging
about three times the rate of outwards
goods.

Inward traffic features 9,000 tons
of superphosphate plus 1,000 tons of
cement. Concrete beams are also a
regular arrival on goods trains for the
many irrigation extensions being
undertaken throughout the district.

Main commodities dispatched from
Tatura are milk products, butter and
canned foods. Most is for interstate
or overseas delivery, and most of the
overseas containers are destined for

Assistant Stationmaster Dick Ellis

preparing a parcels waybill. Tatura

has a staff of five under Stationmaster
Don Moar.

The Association of Railway En-
thusiasts have really excelled with
their fine 1973 steam calendar.

There are 12 large colour prints
of Australian steam engines heading
various trains and, in addition, there
is a bonus of a fascinating front
cover depicting R 707 and its train
reflected in the Barwon River, near
Geelong.

Although it is a great publication,
some steam enthusiasts might hope
that August is not a long month,
because the photograph depicts, of
all things, a diesel loco alongside a
38-class steamer. But apart from
that one sacrilege, it is a publication
worthy of the wall of any home,

The cost is a mere $2.20 posted.
Our copy was from the Association
of Railway Enthusiasts, Box 4810,
Mail Exchange, Melbourne, 3000.

6

Yokohama. Little wool and live-
stock are handled. During the re-
cent drought, though, many head
of cattle have been sent to the irriga-
tion district for agistment.

Parcels business is good, with the
train service filling the needs of most
people, Dick told News Letter.

“Despite the difficult times in the
country,” added Dick, “all our busi-
ness here at Tatura is holding steady
including passengers. We must be
doing something right.”

He has been at Tatura for five years
and before that worked at Tallangatta
and Balranald. He originally joined
the V.R. as a number taker, and rose
through the ranks to conductor, then
signal assistant and now assistant
stationmaster.

Like so many others in that part of
Victoria, Dick’s pastimes are fishing
and duck shooting, and Tatura’s ir-
rigation areas give him plenty of scope
to become proficient in those fields.

One of the two Station Assistants,
Rolly Miller prepares a load of steel
rodding for unloading.
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. . . Some time ago I dropped
my reading glasses in their case.

“Some kind soul picked them up
and handed them in to Mitcham rail-
way station. Meanwhile, I tried to
locate them through the Police station
and advertised in the local paper.

““The advertisement was seen by
a member of the Mitcham staff who
kindly phoned to tell me the glasses
were at the Lost Property Office at
Spencer Street. I picked them up
before work on the same day.

As the staff refused my reward
(as advertised), I would like to for-
mally register my appreciation of all
the help I was given both by Mr.
Healy, Relieving Stationmaster, and
his staff, and the courtesy of the lost
property officer . . . 7

—Mrs. R. Henderson, Mitcham, writ-
ing to the Secretary.

Britain has become the latest nation
to join a growing list of countries who
who are calling for a halt to the
destruction and desolation caused by
eXpressways.

Nottingham council has just called
a halt to a $215 million motorway
scheme, reports The Herald.

More and more Britons, the article
claims, have decided that they do not
want to see their country go the way
of America, where the car is King.

This rejection follows only a few
years after it was generally accepted
that motorways should plunge
through built-up areas into the heart
of the city irregardless of upheavals
caused.

Nottingham council has decided on
a dramatic change of traffic emphasis
within the city centre, planning to
allow only buses and commercial
vehicles free access. Cars will be
limited to certain numbers, well with-
in the capabilities of the existing road
network.

Cars which do make it to the city
heart, will then have to pay high
parking charges for the privilege.

e In London, itself, the trend is
similar. There is talk of cars being
banned outright in the city centre
and a huge motorway scheme, al-
ready severely cut back, is now in
doubt.

Shortly after the Daylesford rail
car left its terminus for a recent
special trip to Musk station, 3} miles
(5.2 km) away, alarms in all Dayles-
ford emergency services burst into
activity.

There was no real danger though—
just a simulated disaster to check the
efficiency of Daylesford district’s
emergency arrangements.

For the exercise, the Dadylesford
rail car, with 25 passengers aboard,
had collided with a petrol tanker at a
level crossing, with all present being
injured. The resultant fire from the
collision started a bush fire—so the
200 participants were really tested.

Police, fire brigade and rescue
organization observers carefully
watched the proceedings to see what
improvements could be implemented.

With 16 fire brigade units, several
police ‘cars, plus a shuttle of am-
bulances in the area, any stranger to
the district or someone not in the
“know”” would have been difficult to
convince that a major tragedy had not
really occurred.

The V.R. has participated in many
similar disaster simulations through-
out the State.

The Victorian Railways News Letter
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Fire—controlled, a friend;
unchecked, an enormous
destructive force.

Ever mindful of the fire danger
in this State, the V.R. has always
carried out stringent precautions
against fires, but this year, tacing
possibly the worst fire risk for
years with much of the State in
tinder box condition, the V.R.
extended its fire precautions in
some areas. Burning off in some
cases started last winter,

South Gippsland is normally a
low risk, but not this season.
Years of unchecked growth near
the railway line have established
a densely wooded surround at
some locations, and between Fish
Creek and Foster, bracken fern
and blackberries presented a
serious risk for the present
season. :

At some places, trains were
cutting a swathe through the en-
croaching shrubbery.

Plans were drawn up to burn off
the area adjoining the railway for
the first time in several years,
and, because of the size of the
project, the Country Fire Auth-
ority joined in to make it an ex-
ercise in controlled burning off.
The basic plan was for the C.F.A.
units involved—Fish Creek,
Foster, Toora and Yanakie—to
patrol the fence lines ensuring
that the fire did not burn into
adjoining paddocks. In some
areas the C.F.A. actually started
a controlled fire to burn a short
distance back into the ploughed
fire break.

Railways staff fired the vege-
tation adjacent to the track to
burn towards the fire break and,
close behind, came the water
train complete with fire attack
wagon to control the fire in
heavily wooded areas and to
douse it should it burn too
fiercely.

Civil defence organisations in the
district also took an interest in
the scheme and supplied meals
and refreshments to the workers.
From the moment the first fire
was lit it was hot, sweaty, smokey
work. Bracken, dead black-
berries (sprayed, incidentally, by
the fire attack wagon in April),
and other growth roared in
flames, belying the greenness of
the surrounding countryside.

Bird and animal life left for safer
territory—wild pigs, wallabys,
rabbits, foxes and snakes were
seen scuttling from the flames
into safe areas.

The fire attack wagon’s presence
made the project easier and safer.
Had the fire been burning too
strongly in some of the barely
accessible areas along the line,
then, but for the attack wagon,
men would have had to attempt
to regain control with knapsack
sprays.

Only to douse burning bark on
the far side of trees did men have
to leave the wagon with its high
pressure hoses. All told, 9,000
gallons of water were used in the
six-hour exercise.

Anyone who doubted the effi-
ciency of railway firebreaks
would have been converted in-
stantly by the day’s proceedings,
Fires repeatedly roared into the
firebreak only to quickly die out
because of the lack of com-
bustible material. On the odd
occasion that they looked like
crossing a firebreak, waiting
C.F.A. men had no trouble in
extinguishing the flames.

Two-way radio kept railway staff
lighting the fires from the trolley
and those on the fire train, in
constant touch with C.F.A. men,
adding to the smooth execution,
safety and success of the joint
venture.

These views show how the two
days, Sundays November 19 and
December 3, went.

@ Following the first day’s fires,
the fire attack wagon was working
unobtrusively between Korum-
burra and Koo-Wee-Rup
spraying blackberries—a com-
plete contrast to the preceding
day’s activities.

L

INTO ACTION went the crew of the fire

whenever the flames started to burn too |
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In just 39} hours next month, a spectacular and concerted effort will see an old inner suburban
railway bridge completely reconstructed and modernised.

The old railway bridge structure spanning busy City
Road, near South Melbourne station, has reached the end
of its economic life. High tensile steel girders are now
being tabricated to replace the old girders, which were
built about 1890.

Action will start about 1.30 p.m. on a Saturday to be
decided when City Road will be blocked off and trains
stopped. Overhead power will be switched off and the
wires lifted clear of the work site. S.E.C. men will clear
power lines through the area and railway staff will sever
the signal, communications and power cables which pass
over the bridge.

Simultaneously, other workmen will rip up the
track and ballast from the bridge and then start cutting
the decking and old bridge girders.

As soon as the decking is removed, cranes will lift out
the old girders and lower them to the roadway, where
they will be cut into transportable pieces and removed
from the area.

When this is completed, other stages will start.

Other stages

Capping the bridge piers with concrete beams is the
next important task. Each of these beams weigh 30 tons

.

) e

T T PX L T ey =—=4

NEW SPANS OF STEEL GIRDERS ASSEMBLED ON
TENDER BOGIES ADJACENT TO BRIDGE SITE

-

A
wpl e B ]

DEMOLISH OLD STRUCTURE

4

PLACE NEW PRECAST CONCRETE PIER CROSSHEAD
BEAMS ON EXISTING BLUESTONE PIERS . {WEIGHT APPROX 30T EA)

N —

LAY TRACK PANELS ACROSS CITY ROAD
AND ROLL SPAN TO POSITION ALONGSIDE BRIDGE.

/
i

LIFT NEW SPANS INTO POSITION
USING MOBILE CRANES ( WEHGHT APPROX 107

10

and will better equip the bridge to handle the new
girders. Cranes will swing these concrete beams into
position sometime during the early morning.

Next comes the most difficult and intricate part,
placing the 110-ton new bridge section.

Three high-tensile steel girders plus cross members
go to make up the bridge section and, having been de-
livered to the site about three weeks before the task is
undertaken, will be assembled on the spot. The girders
and cross members will be bolted together making the
entire double track bridge assembly quite massive.

On railway bogies and special track, which workmen
will extend over City Road during the early hours of the
mornings the work is carried out, the bridge section will
be trundled out on to the roadway at the appropriate
time. Four huge crawler cranes will then lift the bridge
section and ‘“walk™ it into position.

The need to co-ordinate the effort and skills necessary
to move the section weighing 110 tons with the four
cranes is obvious.

When placed in position, on the Sunday morning,
the process of restoration of other services starts.

Restoration

Rail level over the new bridge structure will be raised
by more than two feet, and throughout the work period,
track gangs will be busy raising the track level on the
bridge approaches. The overhead wires, and other
structures, have been modified for some time, in antici-
pation of the work.

The concrete decking has already been fabricated.
Eighteen slabs 18ft. long and weighing six tons each will
be quickly positioned on the new girders.

Atop the new bridge, men will ballast then relay the
track over the bridge.

S.E.C. workmen will restore power and City Road
will be cleared and re-opened to traffic. The overhead
will be positioned and the severed circuitry—signals,
communications, power, etc.—rejoined and tested.

Then, by 5 a.m. on the Monday, trains will start to
run again.

Biggest

All the work will be performed by Special Works
Division of the V.R. Engineer of Special Works,
Mr. Albert Johns, said: “This is certainly one of the
biggest jobs of its type the V.R. has done recently.
“We’ve usually rolled bridge girders this size into position
in the past—abour the biggest girders we would have
‘walked’ in before would have been about 60-70 tons.

“Work will be continuous from the time trains stop
early on the Saturday afternoon. Three gangs of about
20 railway workmen, plus crane drivers, will carry out
the work.

“Planning for this job has been lengthy and we intend
to use this method for other bridges at Francis Street,
Yarraville, and Jolimont Road, near Jolimont station.

“The life of the new bridge structure should be about
100 years.”

For sheer magnitude, the project is impressive and for
a busier work scene, the 394 hours at City Road will be
hard to beat,

The Victorian Railways News Letter
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Sydneys new exght-carrlage double-deck metropolitan trains (above) are mow

coming into service.

trains will cost $1.3 million,

Carrying 2,104 passengers, seating capacity is improved by
over 90 per cent compared to the older single-deck trains,

Each of the 12 complete

A further order of double-deck trains has been

placed for the Eastern Suburbs Line now being built,

Gosford line commuters have been enjoying double-deck travel for over a

year in air-conditioned, stainless steel interurban trains (below).

The trains are

most popular with travellers on the 50-mile journey.

British Rail’s new Maze Hill
station in southeast London is
planned for one-man operation.

Toughened glass almost entirely
clads the station exterior and all pass-
enger functions, enabling one man to
have complete control of the station
during off-peak hours.

Station staff control electronic
barriers from inside the ticket office.
To pass through the barrier each
passenger must show his ticket to the
man in the booking office before the
barrier is released.

At peak times, manned barriers are
opened as well,

—Railway Gazette International

12

Photographs New South Wales Railways.

Two letters from people wanting
Australian penfriends have been re-
ceived.

® 10-year-old son of a British

Rail Headquarters Account Clerk,
living in the south of England, wants
a penfriend of similar age. His
interests are football, reading, music,
records, watching television and
writing letters.

Write to Malcolm O’Brien, 66
Tylers Close, Godstone, Surrey,
RH9 8AW, England.

@ 42-year-old Mr. P. K. Rains,
25 Baden Powell Road, Chesterfield,
Derbyshire, S402SL, England, would
like a penfriend. Mr. Rains, who
works for British Rail, is interested
in music, reading, football and
watching TV,

AMONG
OURSELVES

Girl-in-Green No, 2

Spencer Street station’s second
Girl-in-Green, Mrs. Helen Bode,
seems to have been travelling for much
of her career until her latest appoint-
ment,

She has worked for the V.R. twice,
the first time as a counter hand
working the Spirit of Progress and
Intercapiral Daylight; the second, the
same until graduating to /fostess on

those trains.

“] really en-
joyed the travel-
ling, and meeting
and helping
people,” Helen
told News Letter.

“In facrt, I
wouldn’t have
given up the
hostess position
except for get-
ting married.”’

(On December
30—Ed.)

Before her second stint with the
V.R., Helen worked with Grolier
International, training girls for their
sales team. In the course of that
position she jetted throughout
Australia,

Did she ever want to be an air
hostess ? “Yes, but I'm half an inch
too small,” she commented.

And how does she find her new
job? “I guess I’m just getting my
land legs back because every time I
see a train leave, particularly the
Spirit, T feel like jumping aboard’.

Mrs. Bode

“But being a Girl-in-Green is geod
because you get to meet people and
to help them.”

Royal Conductor

Jack Freeland, B.E.M., the man
who, for the last 34 years, has been
Conductor to Royalty, vice-regal and
V.1.P. travellers, and the V.R. Com-
missioners, retired on December 10.

Gaining the cherished position of
Commissioners’ conductor was never
even a thought when Jack applied to
transfer from operating porter at
Yallourn to Conductor at Spencer
Street in 1936—yet two years later the
position was his.

The then Commissioners’ con-
ductor, Hilton Bacon, offered to put
Jack through all the associated
routine involved with catering for
V.I.P.’s; Jack found the job to his

The Victorian Railways News Letter
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attack wagon (see centre pages).
“Undoubtedly it's one of our best
‘buys’ ever,” Terry commented.
“Its potential for fire fighting is fan-
tastic. We can spray up to 100 ft.
from the line, douse burning sleepers
and even run out hoses to difficult
trouble spots.

“Plus, the wagon has uses for con-
trolling burning off and for spraying
weedicides. It’s extremely versatile.

“We’re now in the process of
training all utility gangs in the use of
the attack wagon and we’re also
forming fire fighting teams.

“Pm very pleased with staff re-
sponse to the wagon and project.”

Terry is also on the Fire Prevention
Week Committee.

His hobby is pony breeding, and
he and his wife are in the process of
setting up a pony stud near Korum-
burra, where they live.

Antiques

Collecting antiques—particularly
clocks—is one of the hobbies of
Echuca Works Foreman, Orm Cook.

It started about five years ago when
the vogue was to have an old railway
clock. So, with his attention focused
on old and wunusual clocks, Orm
started to realise the variety in the
Echuca district,

From prowling around antique
and secondhand shops, and farm
auctions, he has now gathered quite
a collection of clocks.

Twelve clocks grace his lounge
room—one, a French marble clock,
was rescued from the tip by a friend
who sold it to Orm for $10. He
Igecegnly declined an offer of $150
or it.

While on the lookout for antiques,

Some of the many clocks that Orm has gathered for his collection.
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R S S o
Bee keeper Orm Cook shows that

bees don’t have to sting if you know
what you're doing.

he came across many other inter-
esting items. One prized possession
is four log books from the paddle
steamer Adelaide, preserved at
Echuca. These books record de-
tails of routine runs and times when
the paddle steamer travelled overland
during floods.

About the same time, Orm also
became interested in bee-keeping.

He prepared a colony and today
has thousands of bees producing
honey for him and his friends.

An accident with a hive resulted in
Orm being stung about 200 times in
three minutes or so.

“Bee venom is similar to cobra
venom,” he told News Letter, “but it
is a very small quantity compared
with what a cobra gives you.

“Bee stings have caused death but
that is usually due to the person
being allergic to bee stings rather
than the potency of the venom.”

A railway man for 27 years, Orm
started at Spotswood as an apprentice
carpenter and joiner.

On the far
right is an old railway tail lamp plus some old kerosene lamps.

He later worked at Laurens Street
and Dimboola before being appointed
sub-foreman at Ararat and Bendigo.

Following that he was made Works
Foreman at Korong Vale at age 27—
one of the youngest to ever hold a
post like that, he thinks., Later he
moved to Echuca.

By the stars

Sleeping Car Conductor John
McMurray’s lifelong ambition came
a step closer - recently when he
completed a course on coastal and
ocean navigation,

The 12 months course, essential to
all who wish to sail overseas in their
own boats, shows how to fix location
by the position of the sun and stars.
It was the navigation method used by
all the early explorers.

“Despite what
you’d think, the
system is quite
accurate,’”’ John
told News Lerzer.
“You can get to
within about one
mile at sea.”

Main item for
measuring the
location is the
sextant, an item
which dates back
to Egyptian
times.

Mr. McMurray “A good marine
sextant costs about $600 these days,
and then you need a knowledge of
angles and trigonometry to convert
the readings into locations with the
help of charts and tables,” he said.

The course is not to be taken
lightly—half of those who attempted
it failed.

For John, successfully passing the
three-hour theory exam means that
he can now look to the next stage of
his plans—acquiring a sloop for his
planned voyages.

“It’s all some time in the future,”
he mused. “I’m hoping to get about
three months leave then sail to New
Zealand., I'd like to go further, per-
haps even to London, but that takes
such a long time.”

John has lived in Singapore and
Shanghai, which no doubt helped
foster his interest in sailing and as-
tronomy. His father at the time was
a travelling auditor with the Eastern
Extension Telegraph Company.

John joined the V.R. in 1958, and
was a conductor and later a ticket
examiner before leaving for four years
as a farmer. He came back in 1970
and is a conductor once more. His
son, Robin, is a block recorder at the
Flinders Street signal boxes.

The Victorian Railways News Letter
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