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The Growth of Safeworking

Part 4

HE semaphore signal was introduced in 1841 and its commonsense simplicity immediately

made it popular.
right angles to the post;
concealed by the post.

For sometime after the semaphore signal came into
general use, each signal was operated from a lever at
its base. Levers operating points were placed
nearbv. The task of leaving a warm hut to attend
to various signals, some of them quite some distance
away, was not at all attractive especiallv during the
freezing winter months, and often ‘the policeman’s
life was pot a happy one.

About 1841 an ingenious policeman set to work with
lengths of wire which he attached to signal levers and,
using a broken chair as a counterweight, found he
could operate the signals from his hut. He paved
the way for the first signal cabin and the idea was adop-
ted generally of grouping signal levers at a con-
venient spot. The points, however, were still operated
by. levers near them, and there was generally no con-
nection between points and signals. This was a
risky business, for with the independent operation,
a moment's forgetfulness on the part of the police-

There were three positions of the signal—‘‘ danger,
‘caution,” with the arm at 45 ;
The signals were known by red, green and white lights respectively.
After the introduction of the block system, the

‘ caution ”’

iE

with the arm at
and ““ all right,” with the arm

position became the ‘‘ all right.”

man could bring about a major accident—and fre-
quently did.

Inventive skill was applied to the problem and a
device constructed which allowed signal and point
levers to be conveniently concentrated and inter-
locked. No contradictory movemerts could now
be made. By 1870, when the block system was
generallv adopted on the main lines, interlocking
devices had become very effective and were widely
used. By the Railways Regulation Act of 1889, their
use became compulsory.

By 1889, therefore, railway safeworking had evolved
considerably. Beginning with the coaching idea
of the driver being solely responsible for the safety of
his train, in turn had grown up the policeman, the
fixed signals, the time interval system, and then the
block system, and, allied with them, isolated signals,
concentrated signals, and finally the concentration
and interlocking of point and signal levers.

V.R. MAN IN CHINA WRITES TO “NEWS LETTE

o »

T was reported in the August ‘‘ News Letter

that three Victorian Railwaymen had left

Australia on loan to U.N.R.R.A. South West
Pacific Area. Theyv were Messrs. R. Wilson, E. Pidd
and T. Dawes, of the Rolling Stock Branch.

Thev arrived in China safely, and three fascinating
letters have now been received from Mr. R. Wilson.
His first letter, written from Shanghai, says:

““1 bhave been loaned from U.N.R.R.A. to
C.N.R.R.A.—Chinese National Relief and Rehabi-
litation Administration, and assigned as Loco. Inspector
to Peiping—Tientsin Railway. 1 have been given a
Chinese passport which guarantees protection any-
where in China by police and military, my Chinese
name being Wei Lo Pei (Way Lo Pay). I have seen
a few locos. at Shanghai, the most impressive to me
being those brought over by the Japs., mostly 2-8-2
tvpe and very well constructed.

‘“ The Nanking-Shanghai service is good, 25 pas-
senger trains each way daily and always packed. The
night expresses are also good 12 cars and 3 sleepers
hauled by a Pacific type loco.’

[n his second letter from Tongshan, North China,
he =avs :

* We have found that the Chinese National Railways
have a foundation built originally on good British
practice.  During the many years of Japanese occ-
tion this good practice was set aside.  Locomotives
run to a standstill without a sane maintenance
n of anvy kind. The few remaining locomotives
vice were shot up by the American Air Force.”

- third letter, written in Peiping, was posted
g November :

anv thanks for the ¢ News Letter’ and con-
g ns on the success of the enlarged edition.
: Tom Dawes and myself have received our copies
T v. Ern Pidd was assigned to the Peiping-
Hankow Railway, so being stationed in Hankow, we
d no contact with him. It will be many months
it section is opened up to traffic. It received
ast of much recent heavy fighting.
r six weeks in Tongshan was an experience
We worked very hard there, which, of course,

‘
\

we were prepared to do. Early in our survey of the
eleven workshops and depots of North China, we
assessed the maintenance ccst against the mileage run
by the locomotives as being terrific, due mainly to the
heavy renewal of non-ferrous materials, which was
necessary because of hard grease lubrication. Hard
grease to axle boxes, big ends, coupling rod bushes,
even motion gear, everything running at a sizzling
temperature.

““We immediately impressed the Special Com-
missioner, Mr. Shih, of the possibilities of light oil
lubrication. He selected a locomotive for us, P. 1586,
a 6 ft. ** Box-Pok ”’ wheeled Pacific of 150 tons. We
were given a free hand in Tongshan Workshops.
After the completion of our blueprints we went ahead
with the job. Our ideas were entirely revolutionary to
the practice adopted here. The Supervisors at the
workshops would not come near us. All engines were
being turned out with $” lateral play in the axle boxes.
We reduced that to 1 m.m. and made all bearings tight.
It was_expected by all that we would not get past the
first curve, but the tests proved otherwise.

‘“ The first test was Tongshan-Kuyeh with 1300
tons of coal, back to Tongshan, light engine at 65
miles per hour. Incidentlv two special crews, two
drivers and firemen were sent from Peiping to run the
trials. 1 must mention here that two firemen are
emploved on all runs, one to fire and the other operates
the injector and lubricator.

‘“We consider we wer every fortunate on the second
day’s trials. We were coupled to 1500 tons of coal
awaiting orders to depart as scheduled at 7.30 a.m.
ex Tongshan to Tientsin. To our surprise they
switched a fast freight ahead of us. We were waiting
for this train to clear the section when we heard three
loud explosions. Three land mines had badly derailed
this train. It could easily have been ours.

““ The next trial was the non-stop Tientsin—Peiping
express the following day. We were met at Peiping
by many officials and every bearing was cool after
running 15 minutes ahead of time. Light oil lubri-
czil)tion’is certainly giving the officials plenty to think
about.”
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RECORD QUANTITY OF FIREWOOD USED IN LOCOMOTIVES IN 1946

use of oil as a substitute fuel for locomotives, it has also necessitated the use of 75,000

WHILST the coal shortage in the Department during the past few months has involved the

tons of firewood on goods and pilot engines.

That constitutes a record for firewood

consumption as a substitute fuel, the nearest to the figure quoted being 50,000 tons consumed in

1940.
40,500 (1944) and 49,350 (1945).

Firewood was

Totals for other years when firewood supplemented coal stocks were : 23,000 tons in 1943,
utilized between May 24 and October 19 last

when, owing to fire hazards with the advent of the warmer weather its use was discontinued.

As the calorific value of dry firewood is about one-
third of that of coal, the wood consumed in 1946 repre-
sented an approximate saving of 25,000 tons of coal,
a distinct help in the most difficult fuel situation in
the history of the Department.

In June last, only 2 days’ supply of locomotive coal
was on hand, and it was becoming almost impossible
to distribute this small quantity to all stages through-
out the State, and it was quite apparent that, if any-
thing like a service was to be maintained, there was no
option but to resort again to the burning of firewood.

Precautions had already been taken to have 2 weeks’
supply of firewood available at selected fuelling points
in certain districts for emergency use If required,
but diminishing receipts of coal forced a rapid ex-
tension of firewood consumption. The Stores Branch
got busily to work. The Forests Commission was
asked to renew the arrangement of previous vears in
supplving drv firewood to the Department, and co-
operated with the Department admirably.

The assistance thus obtained was very welcome
indeed and soon the various fuelling stations in these
districts were being fed with firewood, whilst loco-
motive depots at North Melbourne, Ararat, Dimboola,
Geelong, Ballarat, Seymour, Benalla, Traralgon and
Bendigo also received supplies for the use of pilot
engines. About this period, an additional 3,500 tons
of firewood were distributed to some 75 fuelling
points on branch lines—a formidable task because at
stations where no locomotive staff was available,
discharging of trucks and the stacking of firewood
on the fuelling points had to be performed by the track
force or by outside contractors.

Later the distribution of firewood had to be further
extended, and as all the wood required coulc not be
supplied by the Forests Commission, the assistance
of private merchants was enlisted.

All round, the supply of firewood this year was a
notable effort by everybody concerned, and grateful
reference must be made here to the fine work of the
train crews who had the difficult job of not only
loading the wood at intermediate fuelling points, but
of throwing this fuel, which varied in length, through
a round firehole door into the furnace, often when the
engine was in motion. The Commissioners are also
most appreciative of the co-operation given by the
Forests Commission and the Victorian Firewood
Millers’ Association in so helping in the provision
of the best service that could be given in the circum-
stances.

In their first vear of entry, the V.R.I. Ladies Table
Tennis Team won the Stawell and District Ladies
'Table Tennis Premiership by defeating the Police
Youth Club—11 games, 344 points to Y games, 335
points—after an exciting and closely contested match.

The V.R.]. team—Mesdames P. Reeves, N. Warren,
D. Brown and Miss D. Newton-—went through the
season undefeated. The best player for V.R.I. in the
Final was Mrs. Reeves who won her four singles games
21-19, 21-8, 21-13 and 21-10.

|

|

Two Former V.R. Men
Join Clyde Engineering Company

ONGRATULATIONS to Messrs. Fred. ]
Shea and Fred. T. McAulev, two former V.R.
men who have just been appointed Engin-

eering Manager and Production Manager, respectively,
in the Clvde Engineering Co., N.S.W.

Mr. Shea is an energetic, versatile engineer who has
already put a fine record of achievement behind him.
He entered the Victorian Railways as an Apprentice
Fitter and Turner in 1907 and five years later, after
winning the Scholarship to the Melbourne Technical
College, became an Engineering Assistant. In 1918
he was an Assistant Engineer, and in September of the
same year, he travelled to America on departmental
business. Six months after his return in 1919, he was
promoted to the important post of Assistant Manager
of the Jolimont Workshops. In 1922, he was
appomted an Engineer and became a member of the
Council of the Melhourne Technical College. He
resigned early 1r 1923 to become Chief Mechanical
Engineer of the South Australian Railwavs, which
post he held until 1939.

With the commencement of the recent war and the
extensive production of aircraft in Australia, he be-
came busily associated with aircraft production as
Chief Engineer and member of the Aircraft Production
Commission, and later as Director of Maintenance.
In all of these jobs, he revealed his customary re-
sourcefulness and drive. In 1945, he was appointed
Director of Mechanical Engineering in the Common-
wealth Departinent of Transport, and in this post he
wrote and spoke considerably on the benefits of
standardization of gauges.

Mr. McAuley also has an exceptionally fine record.
Starting as Apprentice Fitter and Turner in 1915, he
became an Assistant Engineer in 1935, and Plant
Foreman at Newport in 1939. Shortly afterwards,
he was selected to visit Great Britain to study aircraft
production. Subsequently, he occupied an executive
position with the Department of Aircraft Production
and while on loan to that Department was appointed

to the post of Workshops Manager, Bendigo. This
appointment was made in March 1940, He was
engaged on aircraft production during the most

critical years of the war. He resigned from the Victorian
Railways in March 1946.

Members of the V.R.I. Gym. almost scooped the
pool in the wrestling bouts at the recent Australian _
Championships held in Melbourne. All states were
represented at the contests and, of six divisions, the
V.R.I. boys won 4 and were runners-up in 5—a great
performance considering that their opponents were
all champions in their respective states.
% % %

Mr. Harry Hopkins (Electrical Mechanic, Electrical
Branch) was the official referee for all the championship
wrestling bouts.  Mr. Hopkins, in pre-war days, won
many V.R.[. mid-season wrestling contests and
represented the V.R.I. in several interstate railway
@x{_\:}rles. He was recently elected a Councillor for the
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SIDELIGHTS ON THE AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY AMBULANCE COMPETITIONS

S announced in last month’s ‘‘ News Letter ”
Queensland  won the shield in the 1946
Avstralian Railway Ambulance Competitions.
held at Mt. Evelyn (on grounds donated bv Mr. and
Mrs. Chas. Mitchell) on November 28. Their
victory was trulv merited. 1t is interesting to note
that only 244 points separated the first five teams,
with Queensland scoring 430} points, Victoria 4194,
Commonwealth Railways 4104, West Australia 4064,
and South Australia 406. Tasmania was last with
313 points, but the team was by no means disgraced,
merely lacking ‘‘match practice.” Captain of the
Tasmanians, Mr. ].B. McNamee, tvpified the spiritrun-
ning through
the whoie
competition
when, congrat-
ulating the
winners, hc
said ““We
didn’t think
we could win
—but we were
trying.”’
Before the
commence-
ment of events,
the General
Manager (Vic-
torian Ambu-
lance Officer
Bill Blackburn)
paid an im-
pressive trib-

Victorian RTeam,(——va ttél. (be)lclhruv\\ilv)JC. L.
Andrew: R. T. Klemke (leader); H. W. Jones:
(front row) T. V. Clements: A. W, Boyd; Ute¢ to three
(patient) outstanding

ambulance identities of other vears—Mr. R. V.
Bulman, Ambulance Officer, South Australian
Railways, Mr. J. Wilkinson, Welfare Officer,
Commonwealth Railways, and Dr. F. Reid of
Victoria (one of the original adjudicators). Since
the last competitions these fine men have passed
away, and as a mark of respect those present observed
a two-minute silence. At the official dinner held
in the evening, Mr. L. C. Bromilow, in proposing the
toast of the visitors, expressed deep regret on behalf
of all First-aiders that Dr. Reid and Messrs. Bulman
and Wilkinson would no more be among those present.

Clockwork precision characterized the competitions.
Adjudicators, competitors and spectators were all
Joud in their praises for Mr. Blackburn and his assis-
tants for the excellence of the arrangements. Marshals,
stewards arid timekeepers worked tirelessly all day.
The Chief Marshal was Mr. K. Donald who, except
for one year when illness forced his absence, has
officiated at every interstate and intra-state meeting
in Victoria since the inception of Railway Ambulance
competitions.

13

A bright note was struck bv the ‘ babv’” in the
Supplied Material Test. It was represented by a cellu-
loid doll about 18 inches long, Iving in an empty crate
which served as the *‘ cradle.”” It was supposed to be
suffering from convulsions and had to be bathed in
warm water. The skilled handling it was given showed,
without doubt, that railway ambulance men are also
trained family-men.

After lunch a group of women visitors were heard
talking. *° What will we look at now >’ asked one
of them. **Oh, let’'s go back and watch that baby
being bathed again,” was the prompt answer.

With typical efficiency the Refreshment Services
Branch staff provided a first-class luncheon, in two

1
!
{
|
i
|

\

sittings, for 215 people. The food was prepared at
Flinders Street and served from a marquee on the site
under the direction of Mr. W, Paxton and Mrs. Hewitt.

Doric Hall, South Melbourne, was the setting for
a 7 p.m. dinner for the teams, ofhicials and visitors.
Mr. Commissioner Canny presided and kept the
function moving smoothly. Inannouncing the Queens-
land victory and welcoming interstate teams and visi-
tors, he paid a tribute to ‘‘ the railwaymen from all
states who have given so much of their time and study
towards helping other people.” The toast of the
winning team was proposed by Mr. Remfry, of the
Adjudicators by Mr. Burgess and of the visitors by
Mr. Bromilow. Responses were made by Messrs.
Dallow and McNamee, and Doctors Sloss, Geeves,
Hurst and Capt. Pike.

Guest artists were Messrs. Roy Ogilvie, Cecil
Atkinson, Darrel Mansfield and Tom Lockhead.
They presented a delightful entertainment.

Captain of the Queensland team, Mr. P. N. Dallow,
sent a message to all Victorian First-aiders, ‘[
would very much like, through the columns of the
‘ News Letter’ to thank all Victorian Railway
Ambulance men for the welcome and kindness we have
received. My team is delighted at having won the
shield. We are all looking forward to defending it
next vear, and towards meeting once again a lot of
grand sports from throughout Australia.”

Singer William Howard
is a Railwayman

ILLIAM Howard Nokes, clerk in the Store-

keepers’ Office at Newport Loco Storehouse,

and William Howard, well-known Melbourne
baritone, are one and the same person.

In the Sun Aria series for 1946 William Howard
was a finalist. The adjudicator’s remarks were
““ valuable vocal equipment for operatic baritone
roles. Top notes resonant and clear. Good range.
Excellent diction and dramatic expression.”

At present he is singing the
role of Toreador in the concert
version of Bizet’s opera ‘‘Carmen”
which is being presented in
various suburbs by the Camber-
well and Brighton Philharmonic
Societies under the baton of
Dr. Schildberger. A couple of
months ago he flew to Broken
Hill to sing as a guest artist for
the Broken Hill Philharmonic
a Society. He was also chosen
to sing at a series of concerts
for voung musicians held in
Melbourne, sponsored by the
Council for Encouragement of Music and Art.
(C.EM.A).

Other successes of William Howard’s career have
been his appearance as principle baritone in the first
Australian performance of the ‘Nativity Opera,”
and his singing in the popular ‘“ Music for the
People ” concerts with Hector Crawford conducting.
He has also sung over the A.B.C. and been heard on
recorded programmes from various broadcasting
stations.

Mr Howard (or Nokes) is only 25 vears old, but it is
nearly six years since he began making public appear-
ances.

William Howard
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ANNUAL COUNCIL DINNER
OF V.R.I.

T the annual Council Dinner of the Victorian
Railwavs Institute, which was held last month,
eighteen country centres were represented.

[t was a completely enjovable evening, not only
because of the excellence of the catering and enter-
tainment, but from the opportunity it gave for old
friends to meet again. ‘‘ Do vou remember when
......... ?”” floated regularly above the general buzz
of conversation.

President of the V.R.[. Council, Mr. L. J. Willijamson,
welcomed the visitors and proposed the toast of *“ The
Commissioners.” Mr. N. C. Harris responded,
paying tribute to the founders of the Institute, and
to those who had worked for so many years to make
it the flourishing organization of todav. ‘“Their
efforts,” he said, “ had proved of great value to large
numbers of railwaymen and their families and the
Commissioners were indeed proud of the job done
during and since the war.”

Mr. W. Donald proposed ¢‘ The Guests.” Mr. J.
Gault responded for the Hon. Life Members, Mr. O.
Keating for the Affiliated Clubs, and Mr. J. J. Brown
for the Industrial Organizations.

In recognition of a fine programme, the toast of
““The Artists,” proposed by Mr. W. Stewart was
enthusiastically honoured, and replied to by the ever-
green Mr. R. Ogilvie.

A high-light of the evening was the presentation
of Honorary Life Membership Medallions to Messrs.
W. Banner, G. Dowsett, and F. P. Mitchell. Mr. E.
Richard, who was also to have received a medallion,
was unable to be present. Mr. Vlitchell had given
8 years’ service to the Council, Mr. Banner 10 years,
and Mr. Dowsett the remarkable total of 28 vears.

Popular V.R.I. Secretary, Mr. Bill Elliott, got
more verbal roses than a prima donna. The assembly
left no doubt that Mr. Elliott is regarded—in the
words of Mr. Mitchell—as ‘¢ the prince of all secre-
taries.”

SERVICE . . .

R. H. Bartlett of Bartlett’s Store, High
M Street, Echuca, forwards this tribute
to the service he has received from the

Echuca railway staff :—

“ On severing business relations with your
Department, I would like to express my grati-
tude to the Echuca railway staff for excellent
service courteously given me off and on
during a period of over 30 years.

My dealings have been mostly with the
goods shed staff which has always willingly
been co-operative.

In wishing you all the best in future, [
would be pleased if you will forward this
note on to your headquarters.”

ES # * ES *

The following from George Crocker Pty.
Ltd., Ballarat, to the station staff at Dayles-
ford records that firm’s appreciation for the
prompt return to them of a parcel unclaimed at
that station :—

“We wish to thank you for your helpful
co-operation in returning parcel tous. Your
consideration and attention were very re-
freshing in these days of difficulties.

Please accept our thanks and appreciation.”
So you will see that good service is usually

appreciated. .

New Manager at ‘‘Hotham Heights.”

HIS month ‘“Hotham Heights” will have

a new Manager, Mr. W. (““Bill ) Harris,

a  highlv competent skier with extensive
experience.

With the exception of a term of service with a com-
mando unit in New Guinea during the late war,
Mr. Harris had been chief skiing instructor at the Hotel
Kosciusko since 1938. For one season, he was bor-
rowed from Kosciusko to give instruction in skiing
at Mt. Buffalo National Park, and is therefore well-
known to Victorian skiers.  Mrs. Harris, who
accompanies her husband to Mt. Hotham, is also well
accustomed to snow conditions. She was on the
Hotel Kosciusko staff with her husband.

From July last, *“ Hotham Heights ” was tempor-
arily under the control of Mr. W. E. Brennan, an officer
of the Victorian Government Tourist Bureau, who was
accompanied by his wife. Owing to its comparative
isolation—access was made extremely difficult by the
heaviest snowfalls on record—this popular haunt for
skiers provided a number of problems which called
for rapid emergency attention, and it must be said
that Mr. and Mrs. Brennan, who had taken over the
management for the first time, came through with
flving colours. Their work has been the subject of
congratulatory comment from several guests.

TALKING OF RAILWAY MEN AND WOMEN

Widespread regret was expressed last month at the
almost unprecedented sequence of deaths in the
Department—Mr. George (Bill) Mowbray, comypositor
at the V.R. Printing Works, North Melbourne, on
December 12; Mr. Albert P. Waterman, leading
shunter on December 14; Mr. Alan E. Hall, time-
table clerk on December 15; and Nr. Ernest J.
Cameron, principal timekeeper at Newport Work-
shops, on December 16. »

* * * *

From a Traralgon correspondent : Railwaymen in
many parts of the State will regret to learn of the
recent passing of two old comrades, Goods Guards
J. T. C. Fox and W. L. Hanson, who for the last few
vears were stationed in Gippsland.

Goods Guard Fox, who was 58 when he died at
Traralgon, had been stationed at that railway centre
for aver ten vears. Goods Guard Hanson, who was
53, had served at a number of country places. He
was transferred to Traralgon in 1935 and in 1944 went
to Warragul where he died.

NSPIRED by the Railways ‘‘ Food for Britain”’

Appeal, members of the Accountancy Branch

decided to run a Branch effort spread over ten pav
periods. Regular contributions from staff at Head
Office and the various Accounting Offices throughout
the State enabled 207 parcels, each valued at 16.6d.,
to be sent to needv families in Britain. Many letters
have been received from the recipients expressing their
gratitude. Almost without exception they express
delight at receiving fat in the parcels, allowing them to
cook ““chips.” I am verv grateful indeed for the
wonderful parcel” reads one typical letter. "It
is a parcel one dreams about but doesn’t see these days.
Tomorrow [ am going to put half the dripping in my
frying pan and make chips. What a heavenly thought !”’
And a postscript, written the following day, adds
‘“The chips were lovely. Many thanks for the treat.”

Wholly set up and printed in Australia at the Victorian Railways
Printing Works, Laurens Street, North Melbourne, for the
Publishers, The Victorian Railways Commissioners.
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Behind The Railway Scene:

RAILWAYMEN WHO ARE TRAMWAYMEN

AST year nine million passengers travelled in railway trams, 6} million of them on the

St. Kilda to Brighton route, and the rest between Sandringham and Black Rock.

It is

one of the lesser known facts of railway working that the Department operates more than
74 route miles of tramway, with 3] tram cars, covering 640,000 miles a year, and producing

nearly £90,000 in revenue.

Driving, conducting and servicing these trams and keeping the tracks

in order are tasks of railwaymen who are really tramwaymen.

The larger of the systems is that between St. Kilda
and Brighton, with over five miles of double track
in operation. Its headquarters are at Elwood and
comprise offices, locker rooms, shelter sheds and a
workshop. All maintenance, overhauls and repairs
to rolling stock are carried out here by a staff of
mechanics and skilled labourers. Railway trams are
regularly disinfected and washed from roof to wheels.
Routine inspection and brake adjustments are made
every second day, and after 2,000 miles of running
there is a thorough overhaul and lubrication.

Washing Down Cars

On the St. Kilda-Brighton route, the trams cover
1,570 miles every day. 'The normal service is a tram
every 8 minutes. There is one every two minutes
during peak periods. Altogether, there are five
sections on the journey, and overall time for the
complete trip is 26 minutes. Combined rail and
tram tickets are available from the Conductors if
desired—a service which is appreciated by many
thousands of patrons.

Between St. Kilda and Brighton the gauge is
5 3”. The Sandringham-Black Rock line, however,
is ‘‘ standard gauge, 7 t.e. 4" 84", The latter route is a
little under 2} milés. but more than 2 million passen-
gers are carried over it each year. 'This service is
supervised by the Stationmaster, Sandringham, and
the trams are housed at a depot which is run in con-
junction with the local railway road motor depot.
There is a special staff to carry out all tram maintenance
and repair works. Power is supplied from Newport
Power House. through an automatic substation.

The service between Sandringham and Black Rock
was first opened in 1919. The St. Kilda-Btighton
route is much older, having been -completed in 1906.
A single line was operated for seven vears before
double line working was instituted.

Disastrous Fire at Depot

Elwood Depot suffered a severe misfortune very
earlv in its life. On March 7, 1907, fire swept
through the establishment. Brighton, St. Kilda,
Prahran and Elsternwick Brigades turned out, but
by the time they were ready to come into action, the
flames had leapt from end to end of the car barn.
A large crowd which had gathered raised the cry,
‘“ Get the cars out,” but the warning came too late.
The sheds were enveloped in flames, and the water
supply proved inadequate. The car barn and offices
were destroyed, leaving only a tangle of twisted metal,
but the Tramway Power Station adjoining suffered
only minor damage. The day’s takings, [30, were
found in a tin, a molten mass of gold, silver and
copper.

In order to meet the emergency, trams obtained
from Svdney provided a skeleton service until Newport
Workshops could build new stock. Incidentally, one
of the cars salvaged from the fire was repaired and
is still put into operation occasionally. It is the oldest
electric tram running in Melbourne.

Certain of the cars in service on the two railway
tram routes can be interchanged, despite differences
in gauge. The bodies are taken off the bogies,
transported by road to the other line, and fitted on to
new bogies.

THREE HUGE 6,000 -TON

INCE the shortage of coal compelled the Vic-

torian Railways to use oil as a supplemental fuel

for locomotives, the problem of reducing the
cost of the oil, which is considerably greater than that
of coal, has been the constant concern of the Depart-
ment.

Investigation revealed that one way to secure a
substantjal saving was to purchase the oil in bulk in
tanker lots and hold it in storage tanks equipped with
pumping plant and pipe lines.

The purchase from the Commonwealth Government
of three concrete tanks, each of 6,000 tons capacity,
at Newcastle Street, Newport, has now been completed.
These tanks will feed the existing 90,000 gallon (360

OIL TANKS BOUGHT

tons) storage tank at Newport for distribution to New-
port Workshops, Newport Power Station, and the
locomotive depots at North Melbourne, Ballarat, Mary-
borough, Ararat, Dimboola, Geelong and T'raralgon,
where oil storages have been established.

The quantity of fuel o0il now being used amounts
to approximately 1,300 tons a week, but with the con-
version of additional engines, bringing the total to 82,
and with the expected increase in the demand from the
Newport Power House, the total weekly consumption
will reach approximately 1,550 tons.

It is anticipated that, under the new method of
purchase of fuel oil, the total cost of the installation
at Newport will be saved in the first vear.
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The Growth Of Rail
Safeworking—Part V

HE Railways Regulation Act of 1889 specified
T that all trains carrying passengers be equipped
with continuous brakes which must be :—

(i) instantaneous in action and capable of being
applied by the engine driver and guards,

(ii) self-applying in the event of any failure in the
continuity of its action,

(iii) capable of being applied to every vehicle of
the train whether carrying passengers or not,

{iv) in regular use in daily working,

(v) of durable character.

These provisions seem very rational today, but were
not accepted at the time without vehement attacks
and fierce wrangling.

In the early vears, hand brakes on tenders and
guards’ vans were considered sufficient for the safety
of a train, but experience showed them wanting. The
ordinary method of use was to apply the pressure of
blocks of wood to some wheels by means of screws
worked by the fireman and guard. When the driver
wished to stop he shut off steamn, the fireman braked the
tender, and the guard applied the brake in his cabin.
At stations and regular stopping places the system
worked well enough, but in an emergency the tender
brake would usually be applied before the guard had
a chance to come into action and the run-in followed
by a tug was quite likely to break the train in half. In
any case, stopping was a slow process.

Mechanical and non-automatic continuous brakes
were invented later, but theyv, too, were slow in opera-
tion and had decided tendencies to fail at the very time
required—in a sudden emergency. In fact, where
averting an accident depended on speedy brake appli-
cation, the accident usually occurred.

June 1875, brought the famous Newark brake
trials, conducted under direction of the Royal Com-
mission on Railway Accidents. Several railway
companies took part in the trials, and from them,
Westinghouse’s automatic brake emerged triumphant.
It was easy to handle, fulfilled all the conditions later
specified in the Act, and was capable of stopping a
train quicker than any of its competitors.

However, the Westinghouse brake was by no means
universally adopted. In fact, the approach to braking
by the various companies is difficult to understand,
for companies which worked in direct connection
with each other, and exchanged a large amount of
rolling stock, did not even employ the same system.
A large number of vehicles were actually fitted with
two different tvpes of brakes. As late as 1885, out
of a total of 7,324 engines and 51,247 carriages in the
United Kingdom only 2,291 engines and 21,033
vehicles were fitted with the type of brake to become
mandatory 4 vears later.

Fare Cuts For Sportsmen

T the Interstate Commissioners’ Conference
A held in Melbourne last month, Victoria, New

South Wales, Queensland and Tasmania, agreed
to restore inter-system travel concessions for Hona
fide participants in conferences, sporting events and
similar functions in the eastern States.

Coupled with this, the Commissioners decided that
interstate railway sporting events could be resumed
on the basis in force at the time the competitions
were suspended.

The western systems (Western Australia and
Commonwealth) are sympathetic with this arrange-
ment and will come into line- when the congestion
of public travel has been cleared.

Retirement of
Senior S.M.

O the accompaniment of the highest praise
T from the administration, the goodwill of
thousands of rail travellers, and, above all,

the warm-hearted affection of his staff, Mr. Alfred
T. Giles (Stationmaster, Spencer Sireet) retired on
January 22. He had completed almost 50 years of
service, including the record-
breaking term of nearly 14 vears
as Stationmaster, Spencer Street.
In that position, covering
World War 11 and its bewildering
aftermath, restricted train ser-
vices, queues and acute man-
power shortages, the day’s work
was perplexing, diverse and ex-
acting, often imposing apparently
unbearable strains, but not on
Mr. Giles. Endowed with a
Mr. Giles calm and serene disposition,
fortified by a wonderful grasp

. of railway affairs, he has triumphed

over situations that would have taken severe toll of
the .average man. For that success, he gratefully
acknowledges his most prized asset—good health.

Reticent about himself, Mr. Giles, however, became
exultant when asked about his staff. ¢ Nothing [
can sav would adequately record my deep thanks to
them all for their generous assistance. I simply
could not have carried on without them,” he said.

In his time at Spencer Street, Mr. Giles has en-
countered on the platforms Royalty, generals, admirals,
Davis Cup players, international cricketers, criminals,
prisoners-of-war-——and many others in the press
headlines. And, in the confines of his own office,
he has been the patient and courteous listener (and
adviser) to rail travellers with stories of adventures
touching the whole range of human experience. All
of which has left him with an abiding faith in his
fellow-men.

His railway career has been wide and varied,
moving from Booking Clerk at Essendon in 1898 1o
Stationmaster, Traffic Inspector and eventually to
Stationmaster, Spencer Street. And now there will
be toy-making, carpentry and fishing to provide
a carefree contrast with his memorable days as the
senior Stationmaster of the service.

SERVICE

"UST after the last issue of the ‘“ News Letter ”
] went to press the Goods Superintendent
received from Mr. David Lavery, Export
Agent, 26 King Street, Melbourne, the following
finef tribute to the service rendered by the Goods
Staff :—

“ Will you permit me to offer ry best
wishes to you and your staff for a Merry
Christmas and a glad and prosperous New Year.

““ At the same time I would like to express
my gratitude for the unfailingly good service
I have received concerning .the deliveries
of goods entrusted to my .care throughout
the expiring year. Each year transport prob-
lems seem to be becoming more unpreceden-
tedly difficult and with the good season now
being experienced .they are particularly so,
but underneath it all I can easily discern
that you are doing a difficult job most credit-
ably.”
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RAILWAYMAN UMPIRES DAVIS CUP

central umpire for the Davis Cup tournaments

added another honour to raillwaymen in the
world of sport. Mr. Hargreaves, who is a Clerk at
Glenferrie Railway Station, umpired the second singles
on the first day-Kramer v Pails. Here are his com-
ments on the Davis Cup result, written specially for
the ‘“ News L.etter.”

“ The Americans won on their
merits. Their game was moulded
on attack while the Australians
relied mainly on consistency from
the base-line. It was aggression
against defence, with aggression
prevailing. The scores are an
accurate indication of the games.

‘“ We were taught a lesson and
it’s up to us to profit by it. We’ll
have to educate our players to
attack. Visits which are sched-
uled from overseas players, and
overseas tours by our leading

THE selection of Mr. Arthur Hargreaves as a

Mr. Hargreaves

I

players and promising juniors, will help considerably.
I feel certain that it will not be long before the chal-
lenge round is again being played in Australia.”

Arthur Hargreaves is well known in railway tennis
circles, captaining the V.R.I. team in 1937-38-39 and
leading them in interstate matches during those years.
He has been a member of the Lawn Tennis Umpires’
Association of Victoria since its formation in 1931,
and is on the Board of Management. His experience
in umpiring is extensive. He has held the centre
chair for Victorian and Australian championships
and controlled matches starring Vines, Allison, Van
Ryn, Gledhill, Perry, Hughes and a score of other
world top-rankers.

All umpiring, including Davis Cup, is done in an
honorary capacity by members of the Umpires’ Associ-
ation. All they seek is the good of the game.

A pleasing tribute was paid to the umpiring of Mr.
Hargreaves (and to his colleague who umpired the first
match) by Sir Norman Brookes, who described the effort
as equal to the finest umpiring he had seen in all his
long association with tennis.

Cricker Is In

Traffic

PPEALS against the light, not to mention the
A gathering of ominous, rain-laden clouds, at the

Test Match at the Melbourne Cricket Ground
last month may have been disconcerting to spectators,
but . . . None waited or hoped more anxiously for
the drawing of stumps precisely at 6 p.m. than a group
of railway officers responsible for arranging the extra
suburban trains running through Richmond and
Jolimont. Transporting people on the forward
journey presented no undue difficulties, since the
traffic was spread over a number of hours.

A different, more complex, situation had to be
met immediately after 6 p.m.—if play continued
until that hour—when a mass exodus of people from
the ground had to be catered for at the Richmond
and Jolimont stations. Fortunately, on the days
of the biggest attendances, play ceased as scheduled,
but Melbourne’s almost unpredictable weather could
easily have ended the day's play at any minute
between 12 noonand 6 p.m., making necessary compli-
cated readjustments at very short notice to provide
a supplementary service — a problem accentuated
by shortage of staff. Our patrons have learned to
expect trains to be right on hand !

On New Year’s Day, about 50,000 passenger
journeys were made between the citv and Richmond
and Jolimont—a big job demanding careful train
scheduling and general organizing, especially as there
was also heavy race and general holiday traffic to be
handled from the nearer tourist resorts.

Speed

RICKET followers who dJdeplore the snail-like
‘ batting of certain international cricketers will

be rewarded with plenty of hurricane hitting
by watching the railwav teams competing for the
Commissioners’ Cup. Secret is that the games, which
are plaved on the Royal Park Sports Oval every
Tuesday and Thursday, are on a stern ‘ time”
basis. Each batting side is restricted to only 70
minutes at the wickets.

In a recent game, 276 runs were placed on the

The Air

board in the slick time of only 140 minutes. Principal
contributors to this crowd-pleasing tvpe of cricket
were G. Ross (54) and J. Allan (53) for Flinders
Street : for the Electrical Branch, A. Moore scored 51.

History

HE recent Test Match at Melbourne recalls
earlier visits by English cricketers, particularly
the tour through Australia in 1861-62 of the

first English team.

Sponsored by Messrs. Spiers and Pond of the Cafe
de Paris, and also principal caterers to Victorian
Railways refreshment rooms, the team of 12, captained
by H.H. Stephenson, arrived at Melbourne on S.S.
Great Britain at the end of December 1861.

Commencing on Wednesday, January 1, at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground, a four days’ match was
played between the ““ All England ”” XI and a Victorian
XVIILI, led by one George Marshall, who won the toss.
The Englishmen entered the field wearing white
shirts and trousers, blue belts and white caps with blue
bands. A unique feature was that each member of
the team had a cap badge of individual distinguishing
colour. The Victorian uniform was a red-spotted
buff shirt, white trousers, and dove-coloured wide-
awake hat with magenta stripe. England won by an

innings and 96 runs, scoring 305 against Victoria’s
117 and 92.

Daily attendances at the ground and the adjacent
parklands were estimated at about 20,000.  The
Victorian Railways showed early enterprise by carry-
ing people from country stations to Melbourne during
the course of the match at the concession of a return
ticket for the price of a single fare. The Government
lines at that time extended only to Woodend, Geelong
and Williamstown : a total of 93 miles radiating from
Spencer Street.

During the match, the Melbourne and Suburban
Railway Company, which operated lines from Princes
Br.ldge to Windsor and Hawthorn, ran trains at 10-
minute intervals to the Botanic Gardens Station,
opposite the Melbourne Cricket Ground. This
station has long since been dismantled.
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THE VICTORIAN RAILWAYS NEWS LETTER

Remarkable Rail Link With the Kelly Gang

Mr. Bromilow Now On National
Film Board
MR. L. C. Bromilow, Manager of the Publicity

and Tourist Services and Chairman of the

Betterment and Suggestions Board, has re-
ceived the ccmpliment of being appointed a member
of the Australian National Film Board.

The Australian National Film Board, which meets
in Canberra once a month under the chairmanship of
Mr. E. G. Bonneyv, was established by the Common-
wealth Government in May 1945. The principal
function of the Board is to direct the production of
educational, documentary, travel and migration films
for display both in Australia and abroad. It has also
to co-ordinate the work of the States in distributing
and exhibiting the Board’s films and in securing
the best of the world’s instructional films for screening
in Australia. The actual production of the films is
in the hands of the Cinema Branch of the Department
of Information, of which Mr. Bonney is Director-
General:

Mr. Bromilow, who has been associated with the
Betterment and Suggestions Board for nearly 20 years,
has had a wide experience in the production of films
in connection with railway and tourist publicity.
With this record goes an excellent reputation as a
railwayman  particularly in the Transjportation Branch
which he first joined at the beginning of his career
as a Goods Clerk at Kyneton.

CHORAL SOCIETY
HONOURS PRESIDENT

ERE is Mr.J.S. Morcombe, the busy president
of the V.R.I. Choral Society and second bass
at most of its public appearances during its

twelve vears of existence. Mr. Morcombe has been
president for 11 years and devotes much time to the
Society’s activities. In appreciation of his services,
the members have presented him with a handsome
leather golf bag which it was hoped would help him
to reduce his handicap. The preparation for an
evening’s programme often involves four or five months
rehearsal by the Society, which meets every Monday
night.

Under the baton of its dis-
tinguished conductor, Dr. Ehren-
feld, the Society has had some
notable successes and, on several
occasions, its artistic achievement
has resulted in it being allotted
broadcasts over the A.B.C. stations.

Recentlvy the Society added
further to its record by fine
solo and choral singing in the

”

oratorio ‘‘ St. John’s Eve” pre-
1 sented at the Assembly Hall.
Mr. Morcombe The composer, Sir Frederick

Cowan, dedicated the music to

the people of Melbourne follow-
ing his visit to this city in 1888. The soloists on the
reappearance of the oratorio were Miss Thea Phillips
(soprano), Miss Jov Badenoch (alto), Mr. Frank
Mithen (tenor) and Mr. Frank Lasslett (baritone).
The two ladies were also heard in another item in the
programme entitled ‘‘ Sweetly Through the Night”
by Shelley, in which the full choir rendered some
striking effects. Furthermore, all the soloists gave
attractive individual items.

INTERESTING CIRCULAR
70 GANGERS FOUND

HE fellowing confidential memo. from Mr.

I Robert Watson, Engineer in Chief, to Ganger
S. Cappi, who by the way, was the father of

Mr. S. P. E. Cappi, recently retired from the position
of Estate Officer, has an unusual historical significance :
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The ¢ suspicious characiers”’ referred to above
were the Kelly Gang who, at the date of the memo-
randum, were aiready a menace in North-eastern
Victoria. It is of interest to mention here that James
Kelly, the last surviving member of the Kelly family,
died recently at Greta at the age of 88. He was
never associated with the bushranging activities of his
brothers, Ned and Dan.

Wholly set up and printed in Australia at the Victorian Railways
Printing Works, Laurens Street, North Melbourne, for the
Publishers, The Victoriam Railways Commissioners.

February 1947.
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Queensland’s New Transport Control Act Reviewed
THE amended Transport Act passed by the Queensland Parliament at the end of last year does

not alter any of the major principles of transport control in that State.

The new Act still limits

to 15 miles the distance for which goods (except certain exempted goods) may be carried by road
without a licence, whether by hauliers or by traders or others using their own vehicles.

The comparable legislation in this respect in Vie-
toria entitles hauliers to operate within a radius of 25
miles of the cities of Melbourne, Ballarat, Bendigo and
Geelong, or of 20 miles of the premises of the owner
in any other place ; and in respect of traders’ vehicles,
allows operations within a radius of 50 miles of the
owner’s place of business, provided the load capacity
of the vehicle used does not exceed four tons.

Under the Queensland Act, the principal exempted
goods, that is, goods that may be carried without a
licence, are fruit and vegetables up to a distance of 25
miles, unless they are classified as highly perishable,
in which case no distance limit 1s imposed ; milk,
cream, fresh meat, fresh fish; voung lambs and
voung calves (up to a distance of 250 miles) ; firewood ;
fertilizers ; and road-making material.

In Victoria, the existing law authorizes unlimited
carriage by road of any market garden or orchard
produce, which includes citrus fruits, apples, beans
and peas, and other products not in the category of
highly perishable goods, and live stock of any descrip-
tion. The diversion of these classes of traffic from the
railwavs has been very considerable, and vear by vear
is becoming increasingly serious.

Some alteration has been made in the licensing fees
in Queensland. Under the old Act licences for road

services could be submitted for sale by public tender,
and the amount accepted became the licensing fee.
Examples of maximum fees chargeable were :-— :

Passenger Per annum
omnibuses (36 to 40 passengers)  £91 5 0
Service cars (8 to 10 Y y £638 15 0

(11 to 20 " Yy L1186 5 0
Goods vehicles ( 4 to 5 tons cap.) £958 2 0O

The maximum licence fee for all such vehicles in
Victoria is {5 per annum.

The fees under the new Queensland Act may be
determined by the Commissioner for Transport, and he
may fix them upon a percentage of the gross revenue
of the road service ; or (as is now the method in New
South Wales) at a rate not exceeding one penny per
passerger mile, or three-pence per goods ton mile.
Thus, by comparison with the fee of £5 in Victoria,
a goods vehicle of eight tons capacity running (say )500
miles a week, can apparently be charged in Queensland
a licensing fee of approximately £2,600 per annum.

The Act, which embraces intra-state water and air
as well as road transport, contains provision permitting
the acquisition of any such services by a Crown instru-
mentality or local authority on a prescribed basis of
compensation.

THIS IDEA WORTH MONEY

URING the repair of certain passenger cars, it
was decided to reinforce the panels above the
windows by applving a piece of sheet iron
screwed to the woodwork. In order to keep out the

weather, it was found necessary to cut a groove behind
the roof moulding so that the sheet iron might fit
behind it.

Cutting this deep but narrow groove was difficult and
costly by existing methods, until someone devised a

Ingenious Cutter At Work
small circular cutter which could be revolved in a
portable electric-drilf. As a result the work is done
faster, better and with less effort, and the suggestor
has received an award for his ingenuity.

The department would like to discover more brain
children like this one. If you have an idea—offering
an improvement in some device or method of working
—send it along to the Betterment and Suggestions
Board, Railway Offices, Spencer Street. All com-
munications will be kept strictly confidential, and if
your suggestion is adopted, vou will be suitably
rewarded.

Fine Teamwork On Big Job

EMBERS of the V.R. Electrical Engineering

Branch, in association with State Coal Mine

Staff, Wonthaggi, have finished an urgent and
interesting job at the Mine Power Station which supplies
electrical energy for the operation of the mine.

Recentlv a steam turbo-alternator of 1250 kw.
capacity, erected in 1923, developed severe vibration.
As it was found on investigation that the foundation
was full of cracks and was in the process of disintegra-
tion, it was decided to provide a new foundation on
another site and transfer the machine during the
holiday period at Christmas and New Year.

The foundation was designed by the Electrical
Engineering Branch, and constructed by the Mine
Staff. As no rock foundation was available at the
location chosen, the new foundation was strongly rein-
forced with steel and placed on a reinforced concrete
mat.

T'his work was carried out in October last and about
the middle of December, the staff of the State Mine
commenced dismantling the machine. Later this
staff was strengthened by nine men from Newport Power
Station and. through excellent teamwork, the change-
over was effected before mining operations were
resumed.

Early this vear, the testing of the plant commenced
and, after the balancing had been carefully checked and
adjusted, the machine was switched on to the line to
supply power to the system.

I't is now behaving admirably and the punctual com-
pletion of the task reflects great credit on the combined
State Mine and Railway staffs.

An electrical recording instrument used for testing
the balance of the machine, and. facetiously known as
the *‘earthquake recorder,” was of great value in
obtaining correct balance for the turbc-alternator,
which runs at a normal speed of 3000 R.P.M.
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THE VICTORIAN RAILWAYS NEWS LETTER

March 1947

CHAIRMAN WARMLY WELCOMES 86 NEW

APPRENTICES TO DEPARTMENT

¢

‘always feel that the intake of a new batch of Apprenticesis a very important event in the history

of the department,” said the Chairman (Mr. N. C. Harris) welcoming the 86 new Apprentices
who joined the Victorian Railways last month. They were selected from 465 applicants and
represent well above the average of Victorian youth from every corner of the State.

Many of the lads are the sons of railwaymen stationed in country districts.

Father’s transfers

often meant a change of school, but the standard of education reached generally has been very satis-

factory.

As in previous years, some instances of ingenuity
stand out. One lad (selected as Fitter and Turner)
made a model steam engine out of two discarded paint
tins and other scrap. He also made a wood lathe from
an old sewing machine. Another new Apprentice
(Car and Wagon Builder) furnished blue prints to the
examiners of an 18-ft. cruiser, cabin type, which he
had worked out from an idea in a magazine.

Many country lads reached their educational stand-
ard only by travelling long distances to school by bus
or.bicycle. Travelling, school and study time left
them a bare minimum of rest each day.

Sixteen of the Apprentices selected were already
employed on the supernumerary staff of the department.

The candidates this yvear were interviewed by a
Board of Selectors comprising ‘Mr. P. Farnan (Staff
Board), Mr. G. Brown (Rolling Stock Branch) and Mr.
A. Phair (Way and Works Branch). Lads from the
metropolitan area and nearer country districts were
interviewed in Melbourne. Country interviews were
conducted at Bendigo, Ararat, Maryborough, Wan-
garatta, Geelong, Ballarat, Mildura and Daylesford.
Due to an increased number of applicants from the
Daylesford area the Board visited this district for the
first time in many years. For the position of Ap-
prentice Electrical Mechanic there were 77 applica-
tions for 16 vacancies. Electrical Fitter brought 67
applications (14 vacancies), Fitter and Turner 87
applications (22 vacancies), and Carpenter and Joiner
119 applications (eight vacancies).

The 86 new Apprentices are a welcome addition to
the railway organization. ‘ You are coming into a
very big family,” Mr. Harris told them, ‘“and for a
while you may feel lonely and lost, but you will soon
settle down. We hope you'll enjoy being with us,
and that you'll find the work interesting. Don’t let
yourselves feel there is nobody interested in you. Above
all things—look after your health. I wish the best of
Iuck to you all.”

““The best of luck to you all 7’ is echoed by every
railwayman to these 86 new railwaymen.

|
|

Prizewinners At V.R. Institute
Exams For 1946

EARTIEST congratulations to the following
members of the service who, as students at the
Victorian Railways Institute, were prizewinners

at the annual examinations in December last:

Bookeeping—Senior Grade: J. McHugh, Clerk,
Newport Loco. Storehouse.

Shorthand—Advanced Theory :
Clerk, Secretary’s Branch.

Shorthand—Speed (both 150 words per min.):
Miss E. Crowe, Typiste, Newport Workshops ; R. O.
Darby, Clerk, Tottenham Yard.

Engine Working—Junior Grade: A. D. Pitcher,
Fireman, Korong Vale; Senior Grade: J. G. Wood,
Acting Driver, Geelong; and E. A. M. Butters, Fireman,
North Melbourne.

Westinghouse Brake—Junior Grade : A. D. Pitcher,
Fireman, Korong Vale ; Senior Grade: G. R. Keath,
Fireman, Warragul.

Perm. Way. Constn. and Maintnce : J. Crossthwaite,
Repairer, Gisborne.

R. A. Smith,

Safeworking—Wav and Works Branch: W. ].
Mallett, Carpenter, Geelong; ““A”  Division
(Signalling): A. G. Cleland, Porter, Flemington
Bridge; ‘““B " Divisicn (Train Running): J. Har-

rington, Leading Porter, Castlemaine.

Storeman’s Duties—Junior Grade : J. W. Raoberts,
Storeman, Ararat Loco. Store ; Senior Grade: A. D.
Easton, Labourer, Geelong Loco.

Stn. Accts. and Management—Junior Grade: G.
G. Rov, Shed Porter, Daylesford; Senior Grade:
H. R. Carroll, A.5S.M., Trafalgar.

Ticket Checking: XK. F. Neander, Lad Porter,
Ivanhoe.

By gaining the highest percentage of marks in their
respective classes, Messrs. Wood and Pitcher were
awarded special prizes, as were Messrs. J. S. Morris
(Repairer, Wingeel) and J. G. Kiely (Apprentice
Electrical Fitter, Newport).

Two Woell-known Victorian Railwaymen Passed Away Last Month

ANY ratlwaymen will regret to hear of the
death last month of Mr, James Fogarty at
the age of 80 years.

Widely and affectionately known as ‘¢ Jimmy,
he served as an employees’ representative on the
first Railways Classification Board which began
sitting in 1917. When a new Board was created by
Parliament in 1919, *‘ Jimmy*’ was again an em-
ployees’. representative, which position he held con-
spicuously until 1926. Later he was a member of
the Discipline Board from 1926 until the year of his
retirement, 1932.

‘“Jimmy’’ commenced his career in the Depart-
ment as a Fuelman in 1888 and subsequently became
Train Examiner and Running Gear Repairer.

»
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Another deeply regretted death last month was that
of the Stores Inspector, Mr John D. Laird, who
was a very efficient and popular officer. He was 62
vears old. :

Jack Laird was a brother-in-law of Mr. Commissioner
M. J. Canny and joined the department as a Clerk
in the Transportation Branch in 1905. Seven years
later he was transferred to the Stores Branch, be-
coming a Storekeeper in the Permanent Way Materials
Depot in 1928, Subsequently, he was promoted
to the important post in which he was revealing his
usual energy and concentration when he died. During
his career he contributed two or three valuable
suggestions to the Betterment and Suggestions Board
for which he was suitably rewarded. '




