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geased by primary producers. It is
considered that the law should be
amended to bring all long-distance
road transport under control of the
licensing authority.

The Commissioners also recom-

1 mended that intrastate air transport

should be brought within the ambit
of existing transport legislation.

Much scope exists for the expansion
of road and air services, but their real
value to the community lies in their
development as complementary and not
as competitive services.

The Report again directs attention
to the essential nature of railways
which cannot be supplanted by other
forms of transport. With the further
development of the country and in the
light of the lessons of the war, the role
of the railways must become in-
creasingly important and the need
to maintain them in a healthy, vigor-
ocus state cannot be over-emphasized.
'This condition can be assured only by
public support and effective control
of competition.

Roiling Stock.

Construction work was confined
mainly to Australian Standard Garrati
Jocomotives. Valuabie work, how-
ever, was alsc done in constructing
ocean-going tugs for the Common-
wealth Government.

New rolling stock, completed during
the vear, comprised 15 workmen’s
sleepers, 3 “Z 7 vans and 129 trucks
equipped for the carriage of wheat in
bulk.

Coal Supplies.

Coal, or the lack of it, has been &
source of constant anxiety. The sitoa~

1 their schedules.

tion would have been a great deal
worse if a substantial portion of the
Department’s supplies bad not been
overlanded at a net additional cost
during the past two years of £324,000.

! During that period no less than 58

per cent. of the large coal requirements

1 had to be obtained overland. The
1 coal was a vital national want and it is
4 considered that it would have been

only equitable for the Commonwealth
to relieve the railways of a much greater
ghare of the cost, especially as the over~
fanding of the coal enabled other users
to receive more Maitland or Victorian
State Mine coal at prices far below those
paid by the Department for coal fronz
Western N.S.W.

In addition, this sacrifice operated to
our detriment in the allocation of
seaborne Maitland coal without which
our passenger trains cannot maintain
Compared with 273,-
100 tons (large coal) in 1940/41
the Maitland supplies amounted only
to 67,853 tons in 1943/44 and 121,860
in 1944/45. This severe limitation
not only involves heavy expense but

also loss of operating efficiency.

The consumption of coal for the
year was 552,141 tons, costing £1,029,-
592. Of this, large coal represented
404,083 tons at an average rate of
38/10d. per ton and small coal
148,058 tons at the average rate of
33/1d.

During the winter of 1944, coal
supplies were supplemented by burn-
ing firewood on pilot engines. Ap-
proximately 40,000 tons (costing £42,-
500) were consumed, saving roughly
13,500 tons of coal. This repre-
sented an extra expense of £16,200,
apart from the heavy additional cost of
haulage and handling.

Salaries and Wages.
The amount paid was £8,828,090,
which was [£142,355 less than the
amount disbursed in the previous year.

Service.

The Commissioners again grate-
fully record their appreciation of the
excellent work of the great majority
of the staff during the year. In the face
of difficuliies created by shortage of
coal and qualified manpower, and of
conditions irritating to public and
employes alike, the loyalty and zeal
of the rank and file of the staff de-
gerved special commendation. Though
overtime work was not as extensive
a8 in recent vyears, it was generally
undertaken willingly and cheerfully.

Branches of Vic. Govt.
Tourist Bureau Reopened

RANCH Offices of the Victorian
Government Tourist Bureau have
been reopened at Ballarat, Ben-

digo znd Mildura, whilst the Geelong
branch will be reopened as soon as
guitable premises are available. The
Ballarat office is again in the charge of
Mr. R. Caddell ; Mr. W. Sherriff has
returned to his old post at Mildura,
whilst the Bendigo branch is under the
gare of Mr. F. Schroder.

Drespite the restricted train services
these offices are dealing with many
enquiries, not only from local residents
but also from wvisitors regarding ac-
commodation and interesting features
of the locality.

For local residents who desire to
travel, accommodation may be booked
without fee and, in addition to rail
travel, reservations may be made
for 2ir or road journeys.

The full value of the branch offices
bowever will not be manifest until
coal supplies are again sufficient for
restoration of train services and peace
time concessions.

{t is anticipated that the Sydney
branch office in Martin Place will
reopen this month. Other Inter-
atate offices will follow as soon as
conditions permit,

HIGHLIGHTS OF ANNUAL REPORT (Contmued)|

OIL-BURNING
ON LOCOMOTIVES

NYOAL for locomotive purp
has been in short supply
some time, and the Victe

Railways have therefore been foruw
over an extended periocd to use
quantities of firewood and to
vestigate the use of substitute -
Brown coal as mined contains so mu
moisture that it will not produce s:
quickly enough when burned in !
motives. Wood and coke enable s
vices to be continued with diffice=
but cannot be used during the sum=—=
season because of the fire hazus
associated with them.

Oil is another form of fuel w*
can be successfully burned in !
motives and has the advantage of =
running fire hazard, but at press
prices its cost for train operatics
very high.

Trials with an ““ A2 "' engine
just commenced and full goods !
have been handled between Melboo
and Seymour with an oil consumr
of approximately 850 gallons for
round trip.

The firebox of a locomotive =
iafly built for oil burning poss
characteristics somewhat different 7
the ordinary coal-burning type.

For exarnple, coal normally fc-
a laver over the grate, thus restric:
the free flow of air, but when burr
oil the air openings in the grate n
be considerably veduced, and this
be readily allowed for in the des
of the grate when it is known tha:
will be burned. With a locomc:
in which the grate is designed for ¢
burning the same result is obtained
spreading broken firebricks over
grate.

Firebox volume and length to al
sufficient space for the combus:
of the otl before it strikes any obst
tion are also important, and this
probably the greatest difficulty :
the Department will have to overcos
in its experiments on the ‘Al
engine, which has a narrow fire:
and comparatively small firebox volu=«

Contact of oil flame with the :
box sides causes rapid erosion, anc
prevent this a firebrick lining has b
introduced which reaches from the o
to the brick arch and also covers
tube plate under the arch.

The oil storage is provided b
1,300-gallon steel tank, which is carr
in the coal bunker and from w!
pipes lead through regulating vl
to the burner which fires through =
firedoor. The burner of the flat »
type operated drops the oil on to 2
of steam which vaporises it and car-
it forward to meet the air coming
through the grate and with which it ==
comes intimately mixed and then bu-

Although the loads have been su
cessfully hauled, further adjustme=s
will be necessary before the pe
formance is as good as that obtai
with coal.
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N Ambulance Equipment Van

has just been completed for

swift emergency service. 'This
motor van has been specially designed
for the purpose of rushing First Aid
staff and equipment to any station
or place within a reasonable distance
of the metropolis, and in case of
serious accident should prove of
immense value.

The wvehicle is of the 4-wheel
drive type capable of mnegotiating
rough or uneven country. Painted
grey, with the simple monogram
“V.R.” in cream, black-outlined let-
ters, and showing on the front an illum-
inated glass panel sign with the
word, ‘“ AMBULANCE ' flanked on
each side by a Maltese Cross, this
striking looking vehicle will reveal
its purpose to all who see it. The
overall length is 18 feet, the length
of the main body is 12 feet 6 inches,
the width 8 feet and the maximum
interior height is 6 feet 3 inches.

Much careful thought and ingenuity
have been employed in making the ut-
most use of the space in the body of
the car. Along the right-hand wall
are 6 portable First Aid cabinets,
the bottom 3 sliding out and the top
3 ready to be lifted out if required.
Forward of these and underneath a

MODERN AMBULANCE EQUIPMENT VAN

half-drop window in the front of the
vehicle is a rug cupboard with a table
top.

The left-hand wall of the car is
double. Against the inner wall is a
seat 8 feet long for the use of the staff.
Above the seat are cupboards for
stowing a dozen folded stretchers
and in the space between the seat
and the outer wall are 3 medical
equipment cabinets, illuminated for
night use, which can be reached from
the outside. by raising three hinged
panels. These panels then provide
a canopy above the medical cabinets.
Carried on the cabin roof for attaching
to the right-hand side of the van, is a
tarpaulin which has a spread of 30
feet. When supported on posts at the
outer end it will provide good pro-
tection from the weather.

A glass sliding panel in the front wall
enables the staff to communicate
readily with the driver. Two doors
with fixed glass panels form the back
of the van, to which is attached a folding
step. Underneath are further lockers
for flood-~lighting and other equipment.

The van also contains a stainless
steel tank capable of holding 12 gallons
of cold water and 2 Thermo urns,
each of 3 gallons capacity, for hot
water and tea.

o HIS ubiquitous ‘ News Letter ’
of ours has followed me to
almost every country where 1

have been in service during the war.

I recall that once even in the mountains

of Greece my bundle of mail included

a copy of the ¢ News Letter’.”

Thus wrote Major G. St. V.
Ballard, S.I1.D., H.Q., SACSEA, in a
very interesting letter just received.

Major Ballard, who enlisted from
the Victorian Government Tourist
Bureau in 1940, subsequently saw
service in the Middle East with the
7th Division, A.LLF. Detached from
his unit, he was posted to the Intel-
ligence Corps, and he says: ‘‘Our
first great adventure was Athens and
the long weary trek back and escape
to Crete.”

Followed the Syrian campaign and
then to Cairo ‘‘ to train for my com-
mission.”  “‘ There, in an atmosphere
of parade-ground bashing, starched
uniforms, white tabs, gleaming brasses
and Egyptian sun, we qualified . . .
somehow.”’

The beginning of 1942 saw Major
Ballard on his way to the Japanese war.
After spells in Melbourne and Bris-
bane he was then transferred to Dar-
win, where he sat waiting for the in-
vasion which never came.

In 1944 he was appointed Liaison
Officer with General MacArthur’s

MAJOR BALLARD’S INTERESTING RECORD

Advance Headquarters in British New
Guinea, then in Dutch New Guinea,
and finally in the Philippines. Sub-
sequently, he became Liaison Officer
at Lord Louis Mountbatten’s Head-
quarters, South East Asia. He was
located at Kandy, Ceylon, and made
an official tour of India, calling on
Mr. H. R. Gollan, Australian Trade
Commissioner at Delhi, and on Sir
Iven Mackay, High Commissioner for
Australia in India.

At the conclusion of his well-
written and colourful letter, which is
too long to quote at length
Major Ballard expresses his interest
in immigration to Australia and de-
clares that he has been approached
on this subject by a great number of
British servicemen.

““ Being deeply impressed with our
vital need for increased population
and an ardent believer in a vigorous
progressive immigration policy for
Australia,” he continues, ‘1 have
taken everv opportunity to lecture to
Units on the advantages of living in
Austraiia, and have talked to service-
men on the matter wherever [ have
come across them—in trains, at air-
fields, in camps, transit depots, and
hospitals. It 1s mest encouraging
to observe the interest of the young
British servicemen in the prospect
of making a new start in Australia.”

| End of “The Boomerang

WAY back in 1941, Miss

Kenry (now Mrs. Blunde!

the Secretary’s Branch had
bright idea of keeping the lads
had enlisted from the Branch regu's
advised regarding the doings of
colleagues, not only in uniform,
also those at Head Office.

When Mrs. Blundell left the ==
vice in August, 1942, the job of keerus
the boys in touch was carried o=
Mr. G. L.. Rayment.

The letters to the lads bec
more comprehensive as further me=
bers of the Branch enlisted, and s
a few months the duplicator had =
brought in to assist. The letter «
then christened ‘‘The Boomerz=
and at intervals of 5 weeks it has :
out to about 30 members o
Secretary’s Branch regularly, re
ing all the interesting persona!
other matters that a railwayman
on service wishes to know.

No reader remote from Melh
could be other than interested :
news that So-and-So had receive:
““wings ”* or that Somebod:
‘“is a daddy.” ‘These breezy pe-
items are interspersed with news
lads overseas, and occasionalls
were breaks into verse contr
by a member of the staff.

Altogether, 33 issues were pre
for distribution and all concern
deeply grateful to Mr. Raymer
keeping this news service going +
its consistently agreeable, glad-to-+w
from-you note.

The final issue this month
of much larger size and contain
unusually interesting close-up
ment by Flying-Officer K. A, Ricrus
D.F.C. and Bar; Lt~Col. &
Gordon, Pilot Officer Stuart A= =
Sergeant Ron. Smith and others

here,

Death of Lieutenant W.R. Gz

ncluded in the party of 28 wh

killed when a Douglas tra=

plane crashed on a mountais
Wide Bay, New Britain, was Lieuz-s
W. R. Grieve, who, before enlists
was a clerk in the Accountancy Brus

Lieutenant Grieve, who w
years of age, joined the Army in Ja=.
1941, and after securing his
mission served for some tim
Melbourne, subsequently being
ferred to Townsville and (!
Towers, where he was with a-
aircraft battery. His transfer :
Britain followed.

Lieutenant Grieve was a =
Sub-Inspector Grieve, now in
of No. 5 Area of the C.I.B
Headquarters at Flemington
formerly Chief Inspector of the
ways Special Inquiry Division.

Wholly set up and printed in Ao
at the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens Street, North Melbourne, f
Publishers, The Vicrorian Ratlways
missioners,
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GREAT WORK BY TIMETABLING, ROSTERING, PRINTING, DUPLICATIN
AND DESPATCH STAFFS IN RECENT TIMETABLE CHANGES

the reductions in services due to the stoppage of New South Wales coal supplies early in December

IT is probably not realised by the average railway patron—nor indeed by many railwaymen—that

and immediately prior to the Christmas-New Year holidays, involved an immense amount of
work by the staff of the timetabling and rostering divisions, and in the printing, duplicating and

despatch offices.

The alterations in timetables had to be made at very short notice and demanded

much overtime working even in the actual holiday period. The small army of experienced men and
women who were engaged on this emergency work acquitted themselves magnificently, and it is due
to their loyalty, specialized knowledge and industry that the vast number of alterations in timetables

were made without a hitch.

When the first restrictions became
necessary early in December, work
had just been completed on a normal
seasonal issue of the working time-
table embodying all amendments and
adjustments that had been made up
to 1st December. Anticipating that
sufficient coal would be available to
enable the scheduling of some ad-
ditional trains to assist in meeting
public requirements during the Christ-
mas holidays, a special timetable
had been prepared to cover the period
December 20 to January 8 inclusive.
The substantial stoppage of coal sup-
plies forced the cancellation of this
timetable. Instead, it was necessary
to develop in record time special time-
tables to operate from December 3
curtailing the existing passenger, mixed
and goods services, and even then
further drastic curtailments had to be
imposed from December 21.

Rapid Timetable Changes

A new timetable issued on De-
cember 5, which reduced the weekly
steam passenger mileage by 13,000
miles, had a very brief official life.
On December 10 the weekly passen-
ger mileage had to be further cut down
to 28,720 miles, and with the ad-
ditional curtailments operating from
December 21, the weekly passenger
mileage in the country was brought
down to the greatest ‘‘low” in
living memory, viz., 17,328 miles.

With the prospect of a resumption
of work in the New South Wales coal
mines early in the New Year, still
another timetable, operating from
January 7, providing for a partial
restoration and bringing the weekly
passenger mileage up to 29,000 miles,
was issued on January 2, and was
followed by yet another covering the
restoration on Sundays of ‘‘Spirit
of Progress” and ‘‘ The Overland.”
On January 27, there were further
alterations to the timetable sub-
stantially restoring the service prior
to December 3.

Suburban alterations were equally
drastic and sudden. At any time
amending suburban timetables is
an intricate and difficult task owing
to the frequency of the service and the
efforts to provide convenient connec-
tions. Like the country timetable,

a normal re-issue of the suburban
timetable had been prepared, embody-
ing all the alterations made during
the previous 12 months. This was
to operate from December 3. It
became necessary to suspend this time-
table and prepare an entirely new one,
operating from the same date, and
providing for a 10 per cent. cut during
the peak periods. This was followed
by entirely new timetables restrict-
ing week day and Saturday time-
tables by 25 per cent. during both
peak and off-peak periods, and re-
ducing Sunday services from 60 to
35 trains.

Power For Suburban Services
Reduced

All of these changes were In opera-
tion as from December 16, and were
designed so that the Sunday service
could be supplied with electric power
from brown coal at Yallourn, whilst
week day and Saturdayv services could
be met by one generator at Newport
Power Station with assistance from
the State Electricity Commission.

As in the case of the country time-
tables, these extensive alterations to

suburban timetables «called for a
maximum of concentration, patience
and care. To make adequate re-

ductions to keep within permissible
coal consumption whilst still pro-
viding convenient connections where
possible, would have been an out-
standing problem for any timetabling
men, even apart from the himited time
available for the work. just as much
involved in each of the chunges were
the rostering staffs, whose job at any
time is extremely exacting, and then
followed the printing and duplicating
so that the operating men would know
what was expected of them, and so that
station staff and enquiry ofhces could
give correct information to the public.

Each new timetable required the
closest study and demanded separate
1ssues of new rosters and docking
sheets for train crews and yard opera-
tion—all in the shortest time—al-
together a monumental achievement
which in the aggregate performance
under conditions of great strain and
pressure again establishcs the Vic-
torian railwayman’s genius for service
on critical occasions.

THOUSANDS OF TELEPH
ENQUIRIES AT VIC. GO
TOURIST BUREAU

HE long queues waiting ou
the Victorian Government |
ist Bureau prior to and ¢

the recent Christmas and New
holidays were a vivid testimos
the demand for rail transport. ko
evidence was the tremendous n
of telephone calls. The special
phone service that has been in
for the rapid handling of calls -
Bureau was fully tested and 1t
mterest to note that during the
weeks, December 10 to 30 inc
over 82,000 enquiries were rec

The biggest week was in Dec
10-16, when there were 28,47
quiries, the great majority being
the threatened reduction of
services. In the week, mme
preceding Christmas, just on
appealed for information, the sc
the following week being jus:
short of 26,000.

Many Calls Oa Christmas
Boxing Days

Below are shown the nunite

enquiries received in a week, inciu

Christmas Day and Boxing
normally two quiet days; bu
exceptional heat probably pr

an increased thirst for infor
regarding services to the seasic
N

Enc

Nonday Dec. 24 4,
Tuesday 25 3.4
Wednesday ., 26 K
Thursday 27 3.7
Friday ,, 28 4.3
Saturday ., 29 K
Sunday ,, 30 2,5

TOTAL 23,

The biggest daily total

Friday, December 14, when
enquiries were made. The -
figure to that was the 4,962 on \!
December 24. On Friday, Dece

28, just on 1,000 enquiries wers
ceived in the two hours, 9 a.m.
a.m.
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4 . THE VICTORIAN RAILWAYS NEWS LETTER

February, 1.4

| RETIREMENT OF FOUR PROMINENT V.R.

MEN AFTER GOOD RECORDS OF SERVICE

HE recent retirement of Mr.

David Flynn, Works Inspector,

Mr. J. J. E. Garbett, Signal and
Telegraph Supervisor, and Mr. Charles
Blee, Special Officer, in the Signals
and Telegraph Division, have deprived
the Way and Works Branch of three
valuable officers.

Another capable officer who has
also retired is Mr. R. E. Hodge,
Workshops Foreman at Jolimont.

Mr. Flynn, who actually reached the
retiring age in August last year, but
who was retained on special duties
until December 31, originally entered
the Department as an Apprentice
Carpenter in 1899, and after some years
as Carpenter and Leading Hand
Carpenter, became a District Works
Foreman. He was appointed a Dis-
trict Works Inspector with head-
quarters at Flinders Street in 1941,

As a young man he was a popular
footballer in the North Eastern Associa-
tion. He was secretary of the Sey-
mour Football Club, for which he was
a prominent half-back.

Mr. Garbett, who was appointed a
Signal and Telegraph Supervisor in
1942, had spent over 30 years in the
service. He started as a Fitter in the
Signals and Telegraph Division, be-
came an Electrical Fitter in Charge in
1921 and a Foreman Artisan in 1940.
He was Signal and Telegraph Super-
visor of the North-Eastern District
on his retirement.

Mr. Blee began as an Apprentice
Instrument Maker in 1897, and twelve
vears later was an Electrical Fitter.
He became a Foreman in 1916, and a
Special Officer in 1935, serving regular-
[y as the Signals representative on the
daily train running conferences with
the Metro. Superintendent. He also
acted as the Signals representative on
Boards of Enquiry and was the ex-
amining officer of outside staff belong-
ing to his division.

As a young man he was a well-
known athlete. He was a member of
the champion eight of the Yarra Yarra
Rowing Club, and during a Christmas
Carnival at Rutherglen he stroked
four crews to victory. He was also a
speedy bicycle rider, winning a 20-mile
road championship conducted by the
AN.A. Further, he was a member of
a Field Artillery tug-of-war team,
which won a special trophy.

Mr. Hodge, entered the Depart-
ment as an Apprentice Fitter and
Turner in 1898 and after over 30 years’
experience at both Newport and
Jolimont Workshops became Foreman
at Jolimont. He was associated for
25 vears with the Federation of
Salaried Officers, in which he was a
Vice-President and Federal Councillor.
He was also President of the Salaried
Craftsmen’s Branch, and Officers’
representative on the Foremen’s Classi-
fication Committee.

PRIZEWINNERS —V. R. 1.
NOVEMBER EXAMINATIONS

highest percentage of marks in the annual educational examin-
ations conducted by the Victorian Railways Institute :—

CONGRATULATIONS to the following students who secured the

Shorthand—Elementary Theory—
W. Passmore, Actg. Office Asst.,
Newport.
Shorthand—Advanced Theory—
1. G. Wearne, Jar. Clerk, Trans-
portation Branch, Spencer St.
Shorthand—Speed—
Miss J. Withers, Typiste, Room
100, Spencer Street.
R. O. Darby, Clerk, c/o Metro.
Supt., Flinders Street.
Typewriting——
Miss P. Joy, Clerk, Newport
Workshops. .

1 Engine Working—Junior Grade—
G.

W. L. Patterson,
Ararat.
Senior Grade—
J. Wood, Fireman, Geelong.
Westinghouse Brake—Junior Grade—
K. Harding, Lad Laborer, Geelong
Senior Grade—
C. V. Welsh, Fireman,
Melbourne.

Cleaner.

North

|
l
l
l

Internal Combustion—Engine Mech.—

D! Elliott, App. F. & T., New-
port Workshops.

Perm. Way Construction & Maint.—
T. R. Mayne, Carpenter, Ballarat.

Safeworking—‘A’ Division (Signalling)
C. R. Wright, Clerk, Castlemaine.
F. J. Blencowe, Clerk, Melb. Yd.

‘B’ Division (Train Running)—

R. G. Jenkins, Shunter, Melb. Yd.

| Statn. Accts. & Management—Grade 1

!

A. J. Nicholson, Porter-in-Charge,
Buckrabanyule.
D. F. Smith, Clerk, Footscray.
Stn. Accts. & Management—Grade 2
J. W. Robinson, Supy. Lad Porter,
Flinders Street.
Storeman’s Duties—Junior Grade—
E. Maguire, Actg. Storeman,
Class 2, Dimboola.
Senior Grade—
F. Grant, Storeman, Tocumwal.
Ticket Checker’s Duties—
M. F. Jones, Lad Ptr., Newmarket.

Two Fine Soldiers
Resume Work in Dept

OW serving as a Fireman =

Seymour is Captain Frank

Cramb, who was one of
little party of technicians and spec
ists evacuated from Singapore the —u
before the capitulation. The shi:
which he left was bombed and s.s
by the Japs. Several on board -+
killed, but after being in the water
4 hours, Captain Cramb and ot
were rescued and taken to Sums
subsequently reaching Australia.

Captain Cramb, who is 31 year
age, and entered the Departmen:
an engine cleaner in August, 1
enlisted in July, 1940, as a private -
Signal unit attached to the 8th Div:
and was in the first batch of troor
reach Malaya early in 1941.

At his evacuation from Singar
Cramb was a Lance-Sergeant, :
after his return to Australia in Mz
1942, he received his Commission
Lieutenantin L.H.Q. Signals, stau:
at Melbourne. He went to
Guinea in 1943. His specialty
telephone line construction, and
was one of a party that in the
period of six weeks extended
telephone line from Morobe to [as
a distance of 100 miles—over soms
the roughest jungle country in
part of the world. His promotics
the rank of Captain occurred last

S

LR B

R. ALEX. D. PITCHER
another railwayman who
returned to the service =
5 years in khaki. He first enterec 4
Department as an engine cleanes
1938, and enlisted in the A.LI
1940 as a private in the 17th Mac
Gun regiment.
This unit was absorbed inmw
2nd Armoured Division, and appa=s
ly revealing good soldierly qual

Private Pitcher was promotec
Sergeant. In September, 1941
gained a Commission in the

Armoured Regiment, and in Augu
the following year he became a Caru
He served in various parts of Aust
including 18 months in Darwin.

On the disbandment of the Arm
ed Division, he was specially trz=
in infantry fighting in the Jungle
fare School at Canungra, (Qid.).

He was drafted to New Guine
after serving as second In coms
of one Company of the 2/5th Bart=
he was given command of anctis
and fought right through the A
to Wewak campaign.

He is now a fireman at North ?
bourne Loco. Depot.

Wholly set up and printed in Aust=w o
at the Victorian Railways Printing W
Laurens Street, North Melbourne, for
Publishers, The Victorian Railways C
missioners.
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NEW RAILWAY BRIDGE OVER HAWKESBURY RIVER, N.S.W.

. o-. span (57 feet | in. of new Hwkesbury

ridge turned at approximately 45° showing piers with

bearings and trusses already erected. The present bridge may be seen in top right hand corner.
S the present railway bridge over the Hawkesbury River, about 30 miles North of Sydney, is not

suitable for the increased speeds and loadings demanded to-day, the Way and Works Branch of
the New South Wales Railways is constructing a new bridge about 200 feet on the Western side of

the present structure, and involving tunnels on both sides of the river.
spans—two of 445 feet 8 inches, four of 347 feet 6 inches, and two more of 147 feet.

The bridge will consist of 8
Its total length when

completed will be 2764 feet, and considering the engineering problems involved, it can be regarded as
one of the greatest railway bridge works in Australia.

The completed bridge will be sup-
ported on piers, five founded in the
sand and ranging in depth from 178
feet to 183 feet 7 inches, two on the
southern bank, and one on the northern
bank founded on rock. The piers are
built on large rectangular caissons each
51 feet long by 29 feet wide, with
eight steel dredging tubes. Cone
tops are bolted to each of the dredging
cylinders to permit of compressed air
filling the cylinders for floating the
caisson upstream, to a dock where the
construction of the reinforced side
walls is commenced, and concrete is
placed inside the walls between them
and the dredging cylinders.

The weight of the concrete sinks the
caisson to a depth that enables it to be
floated on to the pre-determined site.
Here the caisson is lowered on to the
silt, the cones are removed from the
top of the cylinders and open dredging
commenced until the bottom or cut-
ting edge enters the sand 170 feet ap-
proximately below high water spring
tide level.

After the caisson has been founded,
9 feet of concrete is placed through the
dredging cylinders and cutting edge
chamber to act as a seal. Sand is then
poured down the cylinders on to the
concrete seal to a height of 75 feet,
where an intermediate concrete seal 15

feet thick is constructed. To reduce
the load on the bottom of the caissons,
the intermediate space is filled with
fresh water to the depth of 70 feet.
Another seal or cap of 15 feet closes the
top of the caisson on which the pier
is built.

The bridge i1s planned to have a
clearance of 40 feet above high water
mark and as the maximum height of the
largest spans is 75 feet, some difhculty
was experienced in selecting a site on
shore where a crane could service the
erectors on the top boom 115 feet
above high water mark. An erection
area was excavated on the southern
bank of the river and three docks were
provided to enable pontoons to be
floated under the completed trusses at
low tide. To lift a truss to the neces-
sary height of 40 feet above high water
spring tide, steel lifting towers were
erected.

Some idea of the size of the whole
undertaking may be gathered from the
fact that three punts each 100 feet
long, 40 feet wide and 8 feet deep were
required to float the 445 feet span into
position, and two punts were neces-
sary for each of the 347 feet spans.
Each of the supporting piers founded
in the sand weighs approximately
15,550 tons, and when carrving two
full trains on each track, the total load
will be about 19,000 tons.

Big Post for Former V.R. Apprent

ONGRATULATIONS to »

J. C. Kubale, MBE, AM

Mech. E. A M. I. E. &
ML.L.R.S.E., who, at the age of 43, =u
been appointed Chief Engineer wm
Metropolitan-Vickers-GRS.  Limuse
England.

Mr. Kubale joined the staff of =
Victorian Railways early in 1919 as
apprentice Electrical Fitter at New
port Signal Shops.

Recognising his ability, the Depa-
ment granted Mr. Kubale 3
leave to go to America for experies
For a period of 3 vears (1925-25
was with the General Electric Co. «
Schenectady, the General Railw.
Signal Co. of Rochester, and vanous
railroads. On his return to the T«
partment he was appointed Assists
Engineer in  the Chief Elecr
Engineer’s Branch.

In 1930 he was given a fur:
period of leave to take up a positic:
England. He decided to remain t
with Metropolitan-Vickers-GRS. L
and resigned from the Victorian K.
ways.

As a Major in the Royal Enginee=
(British Armay), Mr. Kubale sem=
for over four vears in the Middle E
and Italy, and in 1943 won the M.E &
for his service in the Western Dese=
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Brltlsh Railways Suffered 14,000 Bomb Incidents ”’ In War

RITAIN’S Trains Kept Running”

is the title of an unusually

interesting article describing how the British railways kept

runnmg despite the German ‘blitz.”
appeared in a recent issue of “ The Railway Age””

This article, which
was written by

Mr. W. K. Wallace, Chief Engineer of the London, Midland & Scot-
tish Railway. He mentions that the rallways suffered the astound-

ing total of 13,891 “ bomb incidents”

Companies as follows :—

No. of Bomb
Company. Incidents.
London, Midland and
Scottxsh 3,108
London & Nith. Eastern 3,123
Great Western . ... 1,467
Southern 4,453
London Passenger Trans-
port Board 1,740

The geographical posmon of the
Southern Railway was, of course,
responsible for its receiving the
maximum of attacks, and for the
same reason the Great Western
received the least. The relatively
small number of incidents for the
London Passenger Transport Board
is explained by the fact that the tracks
of this company are in ‘‘subways,
either deep or shallow.”

Preventing Tubes Under Thames Being Flooded

To prevent the deep level tube lines
under the Thames being flooded dur-
ing an attack, special water-tight
doors were provxded on each side of
the river to shut off the tunnels, and
during an ‘‘alert” the doors were
closed and the lines under the Thames
were closed to traffic. Naturally this
caused serious inconvenience, but no
other means of guaranteeing safety
could be devised.

Some idea of the number of bridges
within reach of the German Air Force
may be obtained from the statement
that the London, Midland and Scottish
Railways Co. alone has 10,384 bridges
over, and 15,375 bridges under the
lines.

“ Although the great majority of
bridges could be repaired by using
rolled steel beams,” says Mr. Wallace,
1 ¢ there were some of larger span, and
i some situated over rapid or deep rivers,
and so located as to be of extreme
importance in the British railway
network, that could not be repaired
with these beams. To provide for the
rapid repair or replagement of these
bridges, four 120-ft. War Ofhice spans,
designed for end-launching, were ob-
tuined and one was stored by each of
the mainline companies. Fortunately
the enemy did not hit any of these
important bridges, so that the emerg-
ency spans were not required and, in
fact, were subsequently released for
service in Europe.”

The railways concerned made tre-
mendous efforts to protect special
points, and Mr. Wallace states that in
addition to providing splinter-proof and
blast-proof protection for the staff at

|
|
l

divided amongst the various

large, elaborate concrete shelters were
constructed for ‘‘key” men. One
of the types of shelters decided upon
had a heavily reinforced concrete roof
four feet thick with a 4-feet layer of
earth or sand covering an inner con-
crete shell 2 feet thick. The side walls
were similarly in three layers—3 feet
of concrete, 3 feet of sand or earth, and
then 18 inches of concrete. The floor
was 3 feet thick and all of the concrete
was heavily reinforced in both direc-
tions. Another type of shelter of
lesser strength and thickness was also
provided. A feature of this shelter
was an emergency ventilating plant
slightly above atmospheric pressure,
so as to prevent the entry of poison
gas, if it should be used.

One striking feature of a most inter-
esting article is that at the onset of
war, ultra-high speed trains were with-
drawn and timetables drastically recast
to restrict speeds to a maximum of 60
m.p.h. with permission to run up to
75 m.p.h. “only to make up time.”
These changes were made to ‘‘ increase
the traffic carrying capacity of the
lines and for the purpose of reducing
track maintenance, particularly on
curves.”

Successful
Suggestions Pay

OME time ago a railwayman saw
that the cost of work which was
being undertaken around him

could be reduced considerably by a
simple alteration in method. He did
the proper thing. He mailed his idea
to the Betterment and Suggestions Board
at the Railways Administrative Offices,
Spencer-street. Its merit was such
that it was adopted.

This railwayman duly received a
cheque from the Department, but that
2was not the only payment. As the
economic value of his suggestion in-
creased, he was further rewarded. He
is not the only one who has been
similarly recognised for an idea that has
proved of greater value than was
originally anticipated.

Obviously there are other economies
and alterations to established methods
awaiting discovery. There is possibly
one just under your eye. Look around
vou and if you see any method or
practice that could be improved or
abolished, send vour suggestion to the
Betterment and Suggestions Board,
Railway Administrative Offices,
Spencer Street.

|

SALE AND BAIRNSDALE
TO OPEN TOURIST
BUREAUX

AST month, Mr. L. C. Brom

low, Manager, Publicity

Tourist Services, visited =~
and Bairnsdale at the request of “w
Council and Chamber of Comme=w
respectively, to discuss the questios
developing and publicising those °
Gippsland centres as Tourist res

Mr. Bromilow first called in at Suw
and spoke to a meeting of abous
prominent citizens, including =
Mayor and several Councillors,
phasising the necessity for impr
amenities and service to tourist
Sale wanted to be on the tourist =
and bring its attractions before
world outside.

The visitor quickly removed =
the minds of his hearers any fee!
about tourist trade being a “° side Low
when he produced formidable statzu
showing among other things tha: =
tourist traffic in America was
sponsible for a pre-war annuz!
penditure of 868 million dollars
of America,” whilst the peopis
England spent £32 millions tras=l
outside Britain.

-

Department to Contribute to C

At the end of an enthusiastic mes=s
it was agreed to establish a Sale
District Tourist Bureau, the oo
which will be provided locallv.
Bromilow promised that the Derw
ment would contribute towards
cost of an illustrated folder reves
the tourist beauties of the surrous
district, and would also assist in
ways,

Mr. Bromilow was equall
received by the Bairnsdale Chamoe
Commerce, where it was decidec
a similar address by the visit
lowed by a general discu
Bairnsdale should make its
known to the tourist public,
in Victoria, but in the other Sure
the Commonwealth. Two this
Tourist Bureau to bte controllec
local committee and staifed rez
by ““an intelligent and aitractive
is to be shortly established, whils
again the same Departmental ass

that would be given w 5
promised.
In due course Mr. Bromi!

visit other Victorian centres w:

view 1o stimulating the Tour
dustry in conjunctiorr with
bodies.

Wholly set up and printed in A-
at the Victorian Railways Printing ¥
Laurens Street, North Melbourne, =
Publishers, The Victorian Railways
missioners,
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BIG IMPROVEMENTS IN SLEEPER ACCOMMODATION

REAT improvements in the sleeping accommodation for express travel between Melbourne and
Adelaide are now being planned by the Victorian and South Australian Railways.
stration model being constructed in Adelaide contains samples of various types of modern sleep-

The model will be exhibited in both Melbourne and Adelaide in the hope of ascer-

ing accommodation.

taining the reactions of the public.

One type of single-berth sleeper is
the ¢ roomette,”’ a compartment 7 ft.
3 ins. long by 3 ft. 4 in. wide, contain-
ing a single bed folding into the wall,
a comfortable upholstered seat, a wash

" basin, and other attractive fittings.
““Roomettes ”  have proved very
popular in America, a large proportion
of travellers being prepared to pay the
extra charge for the comfort and
privacy.

An alternative type of single-berth
sleeper has an upper and lower berth
located as usual, but with partitions

|

arranged to isolate the two into separate
compartments.

For comparative purposes there is
also a compartment of the Pullman type
with two sleeping berths, one above the
other, while a de-luxe cabin that has
been under consideration provides a
private compartment containing, in
addition to two beds folding into the
wall and the necessary chairs and ward-
robes, a shower bath and toilet facilities.
Another de-luxe example for a family
of three comprises three beds—one
folding and two of the conventional

|
|

The demon-

type—with private toilet facilities.

Some of the earliest jointly-ow=
Victorian and South Australian sle
ing cars are definitely overdue
replacement, and, to some extent, :
will involve the introduction of sin:
berth accommodation. Considerat
will then be given to adapting one
more of the old units to test the demxz
for second class sleepers.

The ultimate types of sleeping ¢
will be decided after the merits of -
designs referred to above have G
fully examined.

Two V.R. Engineers to Investigate
Use of Pulverised Brown Goal

OR the purpose of fully exploring
the possibilities of -pulverised
coal as a locomotive fuel, two

V.R. Engineers, Messtrs. W. O. Gal-
letly and W. H. Chapman, left Aus-
tralia by air for England last month.
These two officers who will join the
Commonwealth Scientific Mission now
in Europe, will make their investigations
in Germany where pulverised brown
coal has been used successfully for
many years. .

Prior to the war, a number of
locomotives had been operating in
Central Germany on brown coal.
Dr. Wagner, who was Chief Mechan-
ical Engineer of the German State
Railways at this period, had declared
that the results, both technically and
economically, had been very grati-

ing.
fy Igt is anticipated that Messrs.
Galletly and Chapman will be able to
obtain such information and equip-
ment as will enable the Department
to proceed with the use in locomotives
of Victoria’s immense resources of
brown coal.

In addition to visiting Germany,
they will study the latest develop-
ments in design of locomotives and
rolling stock in Great Britain and
America. )

Mr. Galletly, who is an Engineer
in the Rolling Stock Branch, has had
considerable experience in workshops
as well as in locomotive tests. He
joined the railways as an Apprentice
Fitter and Turner in 1920, and gained
a scholarship covering a Diploma
course at the Melbourne Technical
College. Mr Chapman entered the
Rolling Stock Branch in a similar cap-
acity in 1935 and became an assistant
Engineer in 1943 after gaining an Ex-
pert Certificate in Mechanical Engineer-

ing.

RETIREMENT OF

R. H. L. Dickinson, retired

last month after 48 years'

valuable service to the De-
partment. At a well-attended fare-
well at which Mr. A. C. Ahlston,
Chief Mechanical Engineer, presided,
and numerous complimentary refer-
ences were made to Mr. Dickinson’s
qualities as an official and a man,
he was presented with a bicycle, a very
handsome silver tea service, and a
travelling bag for Mrs. Dickinson.
It is Mr. Dickinson’s intention to
bike around the country in his re-
tirement. In earlier years he freely
used this mode of transport.

Mr. Dickinson entered the De-
partment on November 1, 1897. The
date is significant for the fact that on
that day or just about that time
several other eminent railwaymen
began their careers. Among these
may be mentioned Mr. Commissioner
M. J. Canny, Mr. E. C. Eyers, Secre-
tary for Railways, Mr. D. Cameron,
Chairman of the Staff Board (now on
loan to the Commonweaith Govern-
ment) and Mr. C. G. Walker, Super-
visor of Road Transport. Another
contemporary, who subsequently left
the railways for a political career,
1s the Hon. R. Keane, Minister for
Trade and Customs in the Common-
wealth Government.

Mr. Dickinson worked first in the
Accountancy section of the Rolling
Stock Branch, and for five years served
in the running sheds at North Mel-
bourne, Port Melbourne, Ballarat, and
other railway centres. Ile then re-
turned to the Head Office, Spencer
Street, where he became Branch
Statistician and took charge of staff
employment. During the First Great
War he was in charge of the Branch

MR. H. L.
CHIEF CLERK OF ROLLING STOCK BRANCH

DICKINSON,

Staff  Office, and was subseque
senior personal clerk to the
head of the Branch, Mr. A. E. 3:
In 1920, Mr. Dickinson hac
big job of applying the wori =
conditions prescribed in the
award of the Railways Classific:
Board, and was associated with
aspects of this class of work unt:
became Chief Clerk in 1929, Do
his career in the Department, inve
gatory missions took him to
State of the Commonwealth e-
West Australia, and in 1927 he

sent abroad to study railwav
methods in England, Canada
U.S.A.

Mr. Dickinson expects to be
busy in his well-earned retiremer
he was in his official life. He
always been active, always ind.w
rious, always fair. As a young =
he was a member of the Mal -
Harriers” Club and once compe
in a 10-mile cross-country cham;:
ship. Mr. Dickinson also hiked o=
siderably, notably over the A
country in the North-East of the S:

Mr. Dickinson has been succes
as Chief Clerk of the Rolling S0
Branch by Mr. O. Keating,
iously Clerk in Charge of the =&
Office. Mr. Keating, who o
the Railways as a Junior Cles: =
July, 1910, and was subsequentl:
sonal Clerk to the Chief Mechz- «
Engineer (Mr. A. C. Ahlston'. =
had wide railway experience. !
a J.P. and President of the
Military Band.

In the First Great War he -
Sergeant in the 23rd Infantry
talion, and devoted attention to
won him the Meritorious Se-
Medal.

i
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Second Member of Quirk Family
“ Mentioned in Despatches”

N  August, 1944, the ‘ News
Letter > reported that Mr. Gerald
Quirk, at present with Black Rock

Tramways, had been Mentioned in
Despatches. Now comes the news
that his brother Bob, a clerk in the
Spotswood Accounting Office, has been
similarly honored for service with the
R.AAF. in the Celebes.

One day last April Bob crowded a
lifetime of adventure into a few short
hours. At the time he was wireless
air- er on an Air-Sea Rescue
Catalina Flying Boat which was sup-
porting R.A.AF. Liberators bombing
a Japanese destroyer in the Soemba
Straits.

Two of the bombers were shot down
and the crew forced to bail out. The
Catalina promptly landed to rescue the
survivors from the water and was
engaged on its mercy errand when a
Zero appeared out of the sun and shot
it to pieces. Two of the crew were
killed. Bob and the remaining mem-
bers drifted for two-and-a-half hours

in a rubber dinghy before another
Catalina came to their rescue.

But the adventure was far from over.
As the Flying Boat took off, two twin-
engined Irvings roared in to attack.
The regular air-gunner was on other
duty in the plane, so Bob grabbed a
gun and opened a withering fire, which
kept the Japanese at bay until the slow-
flying Catalina was able to take cover
in the clouds.

For his courage and presence of
mind he was Mentioned in Despatches
notification of which came three days
before he resumed duty with the
Department and five days before his
twenty-third birthday.

In addition to Messrs. Bob and
Gerald Quirk, there are two other
brothers who have seen active service,
one of them being Rev. Fr. Bernard
Quirk, for three-and-a-half vears a
P.O.W. in Changi prison. They are
the sons of Mr. Matt Quirk, Traffic
Branch, Head Office. Sincerest con-
gratulations to him and his courageous
sons.

HIGH HONOUR FOR MR.
W. BLACKBURN

R. W. Blackburn, V. R. Ambu-
lance Officer, is now the proud
possessor of two inches of

black silk ribbon which have a special
significance for him. They are part
of the riband of the Order of the
Hospital of St. John of which he was
recently appointed a Serving Brother—
a high honour indeed.

The official notification comes from
The Grand Privy in the British Realm
of the Venerable Order of the Hospital
of St. John of Jerusalem, St. John's
Gate, London. It reads as follows :—

‘¢ Sir,

¢ ¥ have the honour to inform you
that His Majesty the King, the Sove-
reign Head of the Grand Privy in the
British Realm of the Venerable Order
of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem,
has been graciously pleased to sanction
your admission as a Serving Brother
of the Order of St. John as from 22nd
November, 1945, the date of His
Majesty’s Sign Manual.

‘“ An announcement of this honour
will, in due course, appear in ‘ The
London Gazette’

““1 am directed to invite your
attention to the enclosed Memorandum
of Instructions and to forward for your
information a copy of the last Annual
Report of the Chapter-General.

“ Owing to the difficulties in ob-
taining the materials required for the
manufacture of our Insignia, it has
been decided not to issue any Insignia
for the present. I have therefore been
directed to send you two inches of the
riband of the Order, which is enclosed
herewith.”

Congratulations, Mr. Blackburn !

THE PASSING OF MR. W. J.
JOHNSTON

I'TH deep regret the ‘‘ News

Letter ’ records the passing

of Mr. W. J. (“Billy’)
Johnston, Foreman-in-Charge of the
maintenance of electrical equipment
in sub-stations supplying power from
Newport Power Station to the elec-
trified svstem.

Nr. Johnston's death  seven
months before the date due for his
retirement, terminated a valuable ser-
vice of 45 vears. He commenced
duty in the former Telegraph Branch
transferring as a foundation member
of the Electrical Engineering Branch,
formed in 1913. He was associated
with the old steam power station at
Spencer Street, later replaced by
Newport Power Station.

To a verv wide circle of friends,
Mr., Johnston was known for his
friendiiness and willingness to help
others. * The most obliging of men—
nothing was too much trouble” is one
description given of him, and many
availed themselves of his long cxper-
ience and wide knowledge for assist-
ance in their work. Apart from
fishing his hobby was his job.

He is survived bv a widow (form-
erly Miss H. Ashworth, who was a
typiste in the Electrical Branch), a
daughter, and four sons, one of whom
is still serving with the R.AAF.
Another of his sons, Jack, who was
a former employe of the Department,
qualified as a Bachelor of Electrical
Engineering while in the service.

To the late Mr. Johnston’s widow
and family the sincerest sympathy
is extended.

|
i
{

Fine Effort by Spotswoos
Workshops Auxiliary

HERE was a big attendanc:
the luncheon interval at
Spotswood ~ Workshops

cently when Mr. Commissioner M
Canny handed over to the \
President of the Legacy Club (M-
Borwick) on behalf of the Spotswows
Workshops Auxiliary, a cheque ‘=
£77, representing the undistribuses
balance of the Auxiliary’s patriotic w=
achievement at the termination of
operations.

Mr. Canny, who was accompzmss
by Mr. L. J. Williamson, Hon. Tre=
urer of the V.R. Patriotic Fund, =«
Mr. E. T. G. Newton, Acting H
Secretary of the Fund, spoke in mw
complimentary terms of the efforss &
the Spotswood Auxiliary which =
declared should feel proud of its =
patriotic record. During the war ws
Legacy Club received nearly £1 9%
in donations from the Central V %
Committee and its Auxiliaries, anc
expressed the opinion that as Lesws
concerned itself so earnestly and =
efficiently with the needs of decemws
Servicemen’s children, it was T
logical body to receive whatever «
left over on the winding up of =
Patriotic Funds. It gave him e
ticular pleasure to assist in the func
that day as the Spotswood Auxim
also obviously had a high regarc *
Legacy’s fine work.

Mr. G. Papworth, President of %
Spotswood Auxiliary, was in the chus
and there was great appreciation
the singing of ‘“ The Deathless Ar
by Mr. J. Stewart, accompaniec
Mr. O. Fischer, both of whom =
employed at the Spotswood ¥

shops.
During the war the Spotss
Auxiliary contributed for paw

purposes approximately £5,000, =
up of £1,100 in cash, £3,798 re
senting the value of bedside =i
leg irons, folding chairs, etc
voluntary workers for the Spots
Manual Effort on Saturday morm=
and £90 the value of woollen gar:
donated to the Australian Con
Fund. A fine effort, indeed.

THE ONE UNALTERED D%
PARTURE TIME.
HE partial restoration of

services on March 11th
was responsible for one =
teresting alteration. For the

time in half-a-century the 4.30
train to Warragul was altered to ‘==
Flinders Street at 4.35 p.m. |
this alteration only one countr
now leaves Melbourne at the
time that it has done for over
vears, viz., the 6.30 a.m. from
bourne to Geelong.

Wholly set up and printed in Ausew o
at the Victorian Railways Printing Wees
Laurens Street, North Melbourne, for
Publishers, The Victorian Railways Com
missioners.
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Staff Efforts In Westernj

District Floods—continued.

Engineers forgot the meaning of sleep.
In deep consultations were discussed
the best means for knocking an hour
off a big job. For on speed depended
so much—real help for the flood
victims, distribution of food supplies,
and the resumption of normal life
in the flooded communities.

The railway bridges stood up
well to the unprecedented conditions
and there was only one major delay
due to the weakening of a bridge.
This was between Milltown and
Heywood, where the bridge piles
remained in place, but were dangling
without foundation. At this bridge
was performed one of the out-
| standing feats of the whole restoration
when Mr. R. S. Miller, District
Engineer, Geelong, made an inspection.
Stripping off his clothes, with a rope
around his arm fastened to the bridge,
be plunged into the swift running
waters. In turn he clambered down
each of the eight piles (some of them
twelve feet below the surface of the
flood waters), to the bed of the
stream and after investigation of each
pile was able to determine to what
extent undermining of support had
occurred and how best to restore
stability.

Bank washaways meant the con-
struction of several temporary bridges,
the largest being on the Henty-
Casterton section where a bridge was
built up on a criss-cross of railway
sleepers-——nine ‘‘ pigsties > with about
60 sleepers in each.

With the confident steady progress
the time set for restoration of services
dwindled rapidly with whole days
knocked off the original estimates.

““ Most services throughout the
Western District will be restored on
Monday > the Commissioners were

able to announce within & matter of |

days.

The gangs ‘‘sent to restore the
damaged lines ”’
creditable chapter
story of Service.

to the Railway

PER TRAIN-PER FOOT !
HE fact that people have to stand

had added a most

in peak hour trains engages

the pens of many more than
the inhabitants of Melbourne.
degree of crowding in London has
provoked humorous comment, as is
shown by the quip in the ' London
Evening News ' :
| up to town by car?’ and the reply:
“No, by train on foot!”
Recently when a Londoner wrote
to a newspaper asking *‘ Surely there
1s some method of getting sardines
out of their containers without key-
openers >’ Londonn ‘‘ Punch” an-
swered pertly, ‘‘ On the Underground,
for instance, they use sliding doors.”

The

Do you travel

V.R. MEN REGRET DEATH
OF SENATOR R. V. KEANE

HE death in Washington of
Senator R. V. Keane, Mini-
ster of Trade and Customs,

Vie-

is especially mourned by
torian railwaymen. It was in
this Department that ‘‘Dick”

Keane first began his career and
at the time of his death he was
well known personally by very
many railwaymen.

Senator Keane, who was 65
years of age, joined the Depart-
ment in 1897 as a clerk in the
Accountancy Branch. Always
keenly interested in Union affairs
he was granted leave in 1923 to
take up the office of A.R.U.
President. Later he became Sec-
retary and in 1925 resigned from
the Department to devote his
time fully to Union activities.

In 1929 he was elected to
Federal Parliament as member
for Bendigo, representing that
constituency for 2 years. In
1937 he stood successfully for
the Senate and 4 years later he
was appointed Minister for Trade
and Customs in the Curtin Min-
istry. Throughout the war years
he was given important Govern-
ment assignments, including mis-
sions to the United States on lend-
lease affairs, and the adminis-
tration of rationing and price
control.

Senator Keane died on the
job. Tributes from all over the
world testify to his esteemn and
popularity. His genial person-
ality and grip of world affairs
will be keenly missed by the
Government he so ably served.

Re-opening Of Further
Branches Of Vict. Govt.
Tourist Bureau

further step in the restoraticn of
tourist activities is the re-
opening this month of the
Sydney branch at 28 Martin Place,
which has been closed since 30.6.42.

Mr. A. E. Williams, who was pre-
viously in charge of this office, is again
in control, and Mr. R, Poole who was
for some years a prisoner of war in
Singapore, will be his assistant.

Although facilities for tourist travel
are still limited, conditions are rapidly
changing, and in the meantime, the
Bureau will be of service to other
patrons. Foundations thus restored
will be of special value when competi-
tive conditions return.

Anocther Branch of the Bureau will
be re-opened in Geelong this month.
It will be located temporarily at the
City Hall, Geelong, and will be in
charge of Mr. J. Constable, who has
already had experience as relieving
manager in various branches.

V.R. ROAD TRANSPORT
MEN SET FINE EXAMPLE

NCE again the Victorian !
ways Road Transport
have set an example to

drivers throughout the State.

the 194445 vear 57 drivers rece
awards in the National Safety Cou
cil’s “Freedom From Accidents’ Com
petition: 48 of them come from
the Transportation Branch, 5 &
Refreshment Services, and 2 ==

from the Electrical and Way =
Works Branches.

In presenting the men with =
medals, bars and certificates =
representative gathering at Bam
Avenue last month, Mr. Commiss
Wishart warmly praised their
which reflected credit not onlis
themselves, but on the Departm-=
To be free from accident, on :
tinuous driving over a period o
months, was no small feat, said
Wishart, but that some of the re
ents had been five, ten and =
fifteen years without accident w=
truly fine performance. Theyv
well earned the thanks and
gratulations he extended on behz
the Commissioners.

National Safety Council’s Plaa
For Greater Safety Sense.

Congratulations were offered. «w
by Mr. R. S. Forbes, Secretarv of =
National Safetv Council, who b=t
outlined a few of the Council’s ;
for instilling a greater safety sense
all drivers and pedestrians, now
relaxation of wartime restrictions
bringing a new flood of cars o=
roads.

The competition has been runms
for 15 years. Five drivers have
hundred per cent. results for
whole of that time and qualifiec
the Bar-brooch. They are Me
E. R. Fleiner, L. J. Freston, R. Hus
W. P. L. Keating and L. J. Wau
Theirs is, indeed. a most credm
performance.

For the ten-year Gold X
Messrs. D, D. Garlick. J. Mclne=w
S. E. Icely and P. Wallace qu=
and for the S-vear Silver Mec
Messrs. C. Bardsley. H. Chis?
J. W. E. Green, C. ]J. Stonehous
D. H. Bertram.

Twentyv two drivers earned a
previous medal, representing a . :
vear of safe driving. There we &
qualifications for the Blameless D-
Certificate, issued annually duris
first four years of road safety.

It is anticipated confidently
the present year results will be ¢
worthy of praise and to the men be
the wheels go best wishes for
luck—and safe driving.
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DEATH OF MR. L. T. BREARLEY, FORMER

ENGINEER

HE ““ News Letter *’ records with

sorrow the death last month of

Mr. L. T. Brearley, formerly
Engineer of Tests at Newport, at the
early age of 49.

Mr. Brearley, who was an English-
man, entered the Department in 1927
and retired in 1934 owing to an
affection of the eyes.

His departure from the Railways
was deeply regretted at the time
because of his outstanding ability,
his initiative and his generous, in-
spiring personality. As Engineer of
Tests he had been largely responsible
for the substitution of ingot iron for
wrought iron, and in conjunction with
manufacturers, for the introduction
of ““ Bescom ”’ steel in rolling stock con-
struction—alterations of considerable
value to the Department.

Mr. Brearley had an interesting
career. His early vears were spent
mainly around steel works in foreign
countries, chiefly in Russia. He was
just 18 at the beginning of the First

OF TESTS

Great War and the German legions
were commencing their gigantic swing
through Belgium and Northern France
with the intention of overwhelming
the French and British Armies.
Young Brearley heard the call for service
and enlisted in one of the Naval
Brigades thrown in to improvise a
defence of Antwerp.

When this effort proved hopeless
and Antwerp fell, Brearlev escaped to
Holland and was interned. After
some time In internment he escaped
and was stowed away in a British
merchant ship. On his return to
England his eyes, which were already
giving trouble, prevented his under-
taking any further active service.

He worked closely with his father.

| who is well known as the originator

of stainless steels. Despite his disa-
bilities, Mr. Brearley was extremely
well informed and keenly observant.
He always displayed a lively interest

RETIREMENT GF DINING CAR
CHEF, MR. GEO. COMBE

HE many thousands who have
travelled on *‘ Spirit of Pro-
gress ”’ and have appreciated

the excellent dinners provided on
that train will be interested to learn
that Mr. George Combe, the chef
responsible for so many of those
meals, recently retired. Actually he
was due for retirement last vyear,
but stayed on to enable a successor
to be trained.

Mr. Combe had spent 23 vears in
the Department—7 years at Geelong
Refreshment Rooms before he was
transferred to the responsible post of
chef at the Dining Car Depot. He
was a careful, diligent cook whose
achievements in the kitchen were
greatly appreciated on ‘‘ Reso 7 trains.

¢

He was chef on the Roval Train
during the visit to Australia of the
present Governor-General, the Duke
of Gloucester, in connection with the
Victorian Centenary celebrations in
1934. A greatly cherished memento
of that visit is a watch bearing the
roval crest which was presented to
him by His Royal Highness.

Mr. Combe, whose retirement
will be brightened by the thought that
two sons in the A.LF. (who were
prisoners of war in Malaya for 3%
vears) have returned in good health,
departed from the Depot with a
standard lamp and a wallet of notes
presented to him from the Refresh-
ment Services staff, with highly com-
plimentary remarks by the Supt. of
the Branch (Mr. A. W. Keown).

in men and affairs, in art and iIn
literature.
Geelong Auxiliary’s
Patriotic Effort
HE Geelong Auxiliary of the
V.R. Patriotic Fund made a

conspicuous effort during the
war by raising over £3.800 for pat-
riotic funds. Congratulations to the
President of the Auxiliary, Mr. A. G.
Holden, and his fellow workers for a
record of steadfast endeavour over
the war years.

The fund, which was started on
September 1, 1940, and closed on
December 31, last, received £1,361
from voluntary deductions from pay-
rolls. A fortnightly dance in the
V.R.I. Hall, yielded a total of £910,
a monthly raffle of works of art
produced -£815, and £449 was raised
by functions organised by the Ladies’
Committee.

Many charities connected with
war services benefited by regular
distributions from the Fund. The
principal gifts were as follow :

£
Geelong Red Cross ... 1,062
" Branch of A.C.F. .. 1,003
Fighting Forces Hostel 389
V. Soldiers’ Lounge 357
" Rly. Sub-section of
R.S.S, & ALL.A. to
assist necessitous
Railway ex-Service-
men who served in
War ... 322

Red Cross Prisoners of War

Fund 164

Geelong Branch of Y.W.C.A,

War Service Appeal . 157

Sundry smaller gifts were made
to Geelong Servicemen serving in
the war, and other deserving activities.

|

Il

PATRONS REQUIRED FOR V.&.

CHORAL SOCIETY

HE Victorian Railways Insts
Choral Society wishes to
nounce that it is now =
position to offer patrons Subscr
Membership. Since January, 1%<
when Dr. A. P. Ehrenfeld took
position as Conductor, the choir
shown so much improvement ths
1s felt that at least two concerts cas
rendered each year by the Societ:
With the improvement in ¢
performances, plus the suppor:

W

N »

"

]

subscribing members, it will be e

sible to render works of a hi:
standard and thus give added ple=
to those who have already hearc
choir’s work.

In January, 1943, the Societs

a membership of 40, but at the prew

time the number on the roll
increased to 85, which defin
shows that the Society is ga:i-
ground. and if the choir’s work is

criterion, its members have

s

]

gained greatly in musical knowle s

{ts distinguished conductor.
Ehrenfeld. has studied under sor
the best tutors in Europe. He
Doctor of Laws as well as a D
of Music, speaks eight lango
fluently, and is a most ples
personage. Interest in music
shown. he will go to no end of tr
to help.

It is hoped that many railwa:
and their friends will avail themse
of the opportunity of suppos
this Institute activity and becor
Subscribing Member of the C
Society for the small sum of
Shillings and Sixpence per
which will entitle the member o
tickets for each of the Socs
Concerts

The first Concert will be he!
Saturday, August 31st, in the Asses
Hall, Melbourne, to be followed &
other on either November 30th o-
cember 6th in the same Hall.

Further particulars can be obw=
from the President, Mr. J. 5. Morc
at 31 Turner Avenue, Glenhus
MY.210, Ext. 1567, or the Secrew
Mr. W. Southey, at 97 Grange F
Alphington. MY.210, Ext. 19%C

| A COMPLEAT ANGLER.
HE average fisherman finds bres

an elusive fish in the Aum
but Mr.A.V. Collatz,Caretak-
Head Office never fails to bag a =
haul. For the last 20 years he has v
Bairnsdale during the month of M

and his invariable success a:
angler has lately been hailed in
columns of the ‘¢ Bairnsdale

vertiser.”’

This years best catch returne:
9 Ib. bag, with no specimen us
1 1b. His heaviest bream w:
4-pounder in 1941.

Wholly set up and printed in Ausirs
at the Victorian Railways Printing V¢
Laurens Street, North Melbourne, for
Publishers, The Victorian Railways C
missioners.
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New Sleeping Compartments Attract Wide Interest

o5 R

Above are shown the intericr (left) of the much favoured ‘“‘roomette’” and (right) the comfortabie looking
interior of the lower single-berth compartment.

improvements as in the model sleeping compartments displayed at Spencer Street statiou last mo=z=

Built at Islington Workshops, S.A., the demonstration model was mainly adapted from types exam
in the U.S.A. by Mr. F. H. Harrison, C.M.G., C.M.E., of the S.A. Railways, but it included novel types
single berth compartments developed in Victoria.

NOT since ‘‘ Spirit of Progress’’ first appeared has such keen public interest been shown in railw

Certainly the sleeping compartments : production. All were enthusiastic in volunteered. One visitor, very -
on view offer comforts of a most at- their praise. lv and genial, was the only one t
tractive order. De-luxe cabins, upper ““This is moving with the times,” any doubt. ¢ Personally 1 [.-
and lower single-berth compartments, | ,i4 Sir Harold Clapp, Federal Director have someone to talk to when I =
a roomette and, for comparison, a of Rail Standardisation, *‘ These im- | S© 1 p}re_fer 2-berth compartmer:
Pullman type sleeper and a six-seat provements are really developments in even sitting up all mght.” The -
compartment were on display. Car- 1946 on what * Spirit of Progress * did ette is tempting, though.
peted floors, air-conditioning, hot water in 1937 When sleeping carriages of pro-
and fluorescent lighting brought a final e . . ) new designs are running on the
touch of attractive up-to-dateness to | Rolling Stock is built not only for torian and South Australian sve
them all. | to-day or to-morrow; it is built for travellers by train will not onl

S . : : | 30 vears from now. These ideas are to relax. but to sleen in cor
With its two beds folding into the | modern, just as * Spirit of Progress, ! » also to P in cor

wall, lounge chairs, wardrobes and— | built 9 vears ago, was modern. ~Give
is the lot-—a shower bat b L9589, ‘ : :
iﬁ;pnglu?(fe gbin for two prodk;acehdy | the public this type of service and they JUST A WORD FROM YO
ol ey L€ hee o i+ | will see to it that the trains are always RE we using too much of
never-ending s!” an Ahs 17,1 o g too m
especially from the female visitors. | ~ . ‘ ‘ valuable material ? Is thee
Next door, the three-berth de-luxe | Here are a few samples of comments way of saving it ? Are there
cabin was described by one wit as being | by other visitors :— economies in the great busin
for ** the honeymoon couple and HER | ““ An advance on anvthing we have running trains or improverent:
mother.” | ever had,” said a Melbourne business )t;ou ﬁfeelf CEUId‘ b'e_ eijfecvted-h:
The visitors were asked to indicate = €Xecutive. ‘“For a man travelling on Enfh';: é € iinl.ce v ,m" i )
their preference as between the ““ room- | Nis own the roomette appeals to me 2 é’ 2'8 a?‘Ug th é‘loiljea '656_“;
ette ’ and the single-berth type com- | greatly. When with the wife, nothing ceaur dr] me 0~ : '\y'h‘-'\ ‘}" r
partment for the sleeping carriage of = better than the de-luxe compartment ton a]?i o(rilgl %rabtlfer.“ l;cl
the future. Voting was taken seriously | could be imagined.” E?r(:ws, and labored rar the
and at times, around the ballot box, | A housewife, in town for a day’s 1f vou have detected someth
discussion on the relative merits of the = shopping, remarked wistfully, ‘It calls for alteration and will sat
sleepers developed into a wordy battle. | would be a holiday just to travel in it.”’

e A . or money, report it atonce to the o
In the end the roomette carried the | The typiste who followed her was ment and Suggestions Board.

poll. breathle’s:s with it all‘.‘ ! Isn"t it mar- way Administrative Offices, 7o
For five days the exhibition was open | vellous” she asked, ** Wouldn’t T just Street.  Your suggestion
for inspection, nearly six thousand | love a trip in the de-luxe cabin!” treated as strictly confidential, =

people availing themselves of the op- ‘ The soldier was more circumspect. after investigation it is shown :

portunity to view the ultra-modern . ‘‘ Bit better than a troop train,” he . merit, you will be suitably rew:
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AN EMINENT ELECTRICAL
ENGINEER PASSES ON

HE ‘“‘News Letter” greatly re-
grets to report the death, at the
age of 47, of Mr. David John

Nolan, General Manager of the elec-
tricity undertakings of the Sydney
County. Council, who, before his
transfer to Sydney, revealed himself
as a brilliant voung engineer in the
Electrical Branch of the Victorian
Railways.

Mr. Nolan, who was born in Mel- |

bourne, became an apprentice elec-
trical fitter under the Engineer of
Signals in the Department in 1915.
In that and the following vear he was
awarded the first prize for Railway
apprentices at the Working Men’s
College, and in 1917 he won a Com-
missioners’ Scholarship.

After completing his Diploma
course, Mr. Nolan applied for a trans-
fer to the Electrical Branch, and in
1920 he joined the Engineering Division
of that Branch as Engineering Assistant.

Mr. Nolan was the first of the
engineering graduates selected by the
then Chairman of Commissioners, Sir
Harold Clapp, to obtain experience
abroad. From 1922 to 1924 he was
in America, firstly with the General
Electric Company on their test course,
and later with the St. Louis Power and
Light Company, where he obtained
valuable experience.

On his return to the Electrical
Branch of this Department at the age
of 27 he was placed in charge of the
engineering division of Head Office,
dealing with power station design.

In this responsible position, Mr.
Nolan displayed a breadth of vision
and understanding seldom found in
men of his age.

In 1926, when Mr. W. H. Sawyer, a
leading consulting engineer from
U.S.A., was appointed by the Govern-
ment as a Royal Commissioner to re-
porton the State Electricity Commiss-
jon of Victoria, Mr. Nolan was associ-
ated with him as technical assistant.

He joined the Svdnev County Council
in 1928 and continued his rapid pro-
gression—from Power Superintendent
to Commercial Manager, then to
Deputy General Manager, and finally
to General MNanager.

A man of outstanding ability in the
technical, commercial and admini-
strative sides of his profession, Mr.
Nolan served the Commonwealth
Government during the war in several
responsible and confidential under-
takings, among which might be speci-
ally noted his work as Personal Adviser
to the Minister for Supply and as
Chairman of the Allied Supply Council.

During his  Svdney career, he
became President of the Tederal
Institute of Cost Accountants, and for
a time was Managing Director of the
Clyde Engineering Co,,

His passing is a very
national loss.

definite

RETURN OF SANDRINGHAM-BLACK ROCK-
BEAUMARIS BUS SERVICE

AILWAY buses are running again
between Sandringham Station,
Black Rock and Beaumaris, via

Beach Road. Suspended in 1942
because of the fuel shortage, the service
has been missed by local patrons, and
its return is greatly welcomed.

The opening day (May 13th) saw
460 passengers. Within the week
7,600 people had availed themselves
of the new service, and patronage is
still growing. As many as 1200 people
have been carried on one day.

Four buses are employed on
route, each with seating accommeiu

tion for 22 passengers. As an expess
ment, one of the buses has be
equipped with two doors, one near =
driver for those joining the bus, =
one at the rear to be used solels
exit (see photo above).  'This innoww
ion should facilitate unloading.

The Department now operates &
bus services in the suburban ==
The other two are the East Cambes
well-Deepdene-East  Kew and
Hawthorn-Kew (off-peak) services

N.S.W.

ACCOUNTANCY BRANCH
IDENTITY RETIRES

ITH the retirement last month
of Mr. E. A. Classen, the
Department has lost one of its

most kindly men.

A stalwart of the Accountancy
Branch, to which he transferred from
the Telegraph Branch in 1900. Mr.
Classen had at the time of his retire-
ment the longest permanent service in
the Department—49} years. His fund
of anecdote and reminiscence is there-
fore extremely interesting.

Mr. Classen, who is a former V.R.1.
councillor. and still an ardent sup-
porter of Essendon Footbail Club,
intends to devote his new-found leisure
to looking after his fine garden at Haw-
thorn. His giant zinnias are something
to be marvelled at. and for many vears
have brought appreciative comment
from all passers-by.

Before his retirement a wallet of |

notes was presented to him on behalf
of members of the Branch by Mr.
L. J. Williamson, Comptroller of Ac-
counts. Sincere tributes to his loyal
service were given by Mr. Williamson
and by the Asst. Comptroller of Ac-
counts, Mr. A. Cameron.

His happy personality and perpetual
willingness to give advice and assist-
ance will be sadly missed in the future.

Death of Veteran
Railwayman

ITH the death of Harry [«
Cadwallader at the age of ¥
the Department loses a valw

link with the past.

The late Mr. Cadwallader retires
February, 1921, after 45 years’ ra: «
service. He was then District Suoee
intendent at Geelong. Many mer e
of the Departiment received their «
training under his guidance, anc
news of his passing has been rece =
with widespread regret.

‘“He was small in stature bu:
heart was big,”’ is the general des:
tion given of him.

During his retirement, Mr.
wallader never lost touch with h::
friends In the service. At =u
annually he would payv a call to Feut
Office, and his visits were great!
preciated for he brought with he &
charming old-world courtesy thar wa
a dehight.

He is survived by a son z=: &
daughter to whom sincerest sympa=
is extended. Their tather was a
wayman of whom the Departmen:
always be proud.

Wholly set up and printed in Austrs «
at the Victorian Railways Printing War
Laurens Street, North Melbourne, for
Publishers, The Victorian Railways Cae
missioners.
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