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THE VICTORIAN RAILWAYS NEWS LETTER

Fanuarx .

NOTABLE STORY of V.R. SERVICE DURING 1944

COAL shortages, apart from other war disabilities, made 1944

another difficult year for the Department.

Necessarily

there was much restriction of transport—a position made
increasingly embarrassing by drought conditions over a large
portion of the State—but the staff again rose to the occasion and
gave the Commissioners another opportunity to record their
warm appreciation of the skill,

in trying situations.

The coal problem was a dominating
feature of the whole railway year,
and to assist the position, the burning
of firewood on locomotives was again
resorted to. Not only was the coal
received from New South Wales
insufficient for normal railway needs,
but a marked deterioration in quality
of the coal supplied was responsible
for further hampering train operations.
Poorer coal means less horse power
from locomotives and delays through
necessity for cleaning fires more often.
These delays in turn upset the running
of other trains.

Despite such disabilities, a reason-
ably satisfactory service has been
maintained. The passenger traffic
has again been of large dimensions
including troop movements, whilst
the goods business, though subject to
certain restrictions, has been consider-
able and the live stock traffic has taxed
the Department’s resources. Owing
to the shortage of coal, fewer passenger
trains ran on country lines, and it often
happened that these had to be built up
to goods train loads.  Under such
conditions, a great deal of late running
was inevitable. In Melbourne the
electrified train services were fully
tested in the ‘‘ peak ” hours, and again
excellent railway work was shown in
carrying record Melbourne Cup crowds
of 60,501 on the forward journey
and 65,539 from the course.

The Rolling Stock Branch was
again extremely active and undertook
the construction of two new suburban
trains, together with locomotives and
rolling stock and a variety of munitions
for the Commonwealth.

The Rolling Stock Branch also
extended its war experience by ship-
building for the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment. Two hulls for ocean-going
tugs, each of which is 75 feet long,
18 feet broad, with an overall depth
of 17 feet, have already been delivered
at the launching place.

The big job of the Way and Works
Branch was the commencement of the
Cremorne Bridge at South Yarra.
Three new bridges consisting of three
separate superstructures on a common
sub-structure are to be constructed.
They will be 448 feet long, practically
double the length of the present bridge,
and will carry six tracks instead of
four. The completed structure is es-
timated to cost £335,000.

Following the disastrous bush fires in
February, this Branch was conspicuous

for the fine achievement of restoring
within six weeks two bridges—re-

diligence and energy displayed

spectively 810 and 270 feet long—at the
Latrobe River. Way and Works staffs
rebuilt two bridges near Berrybank
destroyed by bushfires, and much fine
work was done both in saving railway
property and in restoring many miles
of track. Some idea of the latter task
may be obtained from the fact that
33,000 sleepers had to be renewed.

Combined team work of Way and
Works and Rolling Stock men was
responsible for the difficult recovery
of a 60-ton crane, which had over-
turned on a sodden bank following
the derailment of several Joaded trucks
two miles from the Berrybank station.

During the year the Electrical
Engineering Branch commenced the
production of electrical instruments
for the Commonwealth Government.
On an average, these contain 60 dif-
ferent parts, and special precautions
have to be taken in their manufacture
to prevent dust or other foreign
matter getting into the mechanism.

Another unusual industry by the
same Branch is the manufacture of
‘“looms,” the official title for an
assembly of electrical equipment and
wiring for modern aeroplanes——an
intricate job calling for concentration
and patience on the part of the women
engaged in the work.

The Refreshment Branch again
proved its efficiency by meeting many
emergency demands for meals. During
the year, the Refreshment Rooms
at Princes Bridge and St. Kilda Stations
were converted into cafeterias, and a
new cafeteria was erected at Newport
Workshops to provide quick whole-
some meals for the staffs of the Erecting
and Boiler Shops, Foundry, etc. This
handsome cafeteria seats 480 at one
sitting, and provides hot and cold meals
for a relatively small charge.

We deeply regret to record that
during the year several more railway-
men were killed or died on active
service, several were wounded, and
some became prisoners of war,

Another railwayman, Corporal R. A.
Drew, won the D.C.M., and Corporal
R. N. Beatty was ‘‘ Mentioned in

Despatches.”

The V.R. Patrmnc Fund passed the
£50,000 mark in October last, and early
in the present year £60 000 should be in
sight. The increasing support of rail-
waymen generally who are only asked
to authorise the deduction of 6d. a pay
for contribution to the Fund should
mean an even more formidable figure.
We cannot have too much aid for this
worthiest of all purposes, and railway-
men who are not contributing cannot
begin the New Year better than by
making the modest little contribution
desired. This can readily be done
through the Pay Officer.

.
|

Unification Plans
(continued)

The most complicated jobs
the conversion of the Spencer =
and Flinders Street Yards, and the
ing of the standard gauge lines th-
the suburban electrified svstem.

A third rail will have to be
duced in places and much cr
work will be required. Conversio=
generally be effected by moving ¢ ==
of the track towards the cents
inches, thus displacing the ‘' o=
line " of the track 3} inches. In =
places the ‘‘ centre line ” of the
in relation to fixed structures
not be disturbed, consequently s
it will be easier and more econcs
to move one rail 6% inches to
standard gauge the relative p
of the ‘‘ centre line”” will be ret
by pulling the rails and sleepers
half the distance one rail was dispis
i.e., 3} inches. This course =«
adopted where clearances or
conditions render it necessarv
through crossing work both rz
have to be moved inwards 3} :=

Apart from the engineering
sequences, the material requires
strengthening of and alteratics
bridges and other fixtures, there
problem of feeding, housing
transporting the armies of men cz
out track alterations.

Presentation to
Mr. H. S. Sergeant

R. H. S. Sergeant, who re

resigned the presidency

V.R. Institute on accoum
ill health received a notable tritw
his personality, character and g
service from the Council of

stitute at the annual dinner o=
cember 18.

Mr Sergeant was presented
handsome grandfather clock, =
was asked also to accept a =
chair for Mrs. Sergeant. In ac
Mr. Sergeant was presented
gold Life Membership Medallz»

Mr. Sergeant, who became (
President of the Institute on Jarn.us
1939, heard many complime
references to his good work
the five years of his chairmam
He never spared himself on beha!
Institute and his interest and
prise were immensely helpful :
moting the progress of the Insus

The presentation was made *
L. J. Williamson—the new (-
President, and he was suppors
many past and present members
central council. Mr. Sergeant =
thanked everybody for such
pressive expressions of esteem.
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|

CHAMPION PERIODICAL
TICKET HOLDERS.

]
|
i
HE following very interesting ‘
letter of appreciation comes |
from Mr. Alan M. Meudell,

114 Kooyong Road, Armadale.

“ 1 am not taking another periodical
ticket as I am over 81 years, and the
ramp at Armadale station is a bit too
much for me.

“] took out my first periodical
ticket in 1880 at 17 years of age, and
have continued ever since, save and
except about 5 years when I have been
away from railway facilities. During
all this time I bave been on the best of
terms with the staff, and on my trips
as a licensed surveyor when on coun-
try work have come in touch with old
friends with whom I have beea in
contact on various suburban stations,
and who were always delighted to meet
me, as I was them.

“] suppose this must be a record
in the periodical ticket department,
and I lay down my last ticket with
many thanks and best wishes to all.”

Actually Mr. Meudell’'s feat as a
periodical ticket holder, remarkable
as it is, is not quite a record. Allowing
for the 5 years in which he was not
a patron of the service, he would have
held a periodical (not continuously)
for about 59 years. This performance
is surpassed by that of the late Mr.
Oliver Ambler, a member of the firm
of Austral Grain and Ambler Pty. Ltd.,
who died in June last at the age of
81. Up to six weeks before his death
Mr. Ambler had bought a yearly
ticket without interruption since 1884
—a period of 60 years.

He was one of the many enthusi-
astic supporters of railway service.
“ Travel by car into the City every
day ? ” he said in a previous interview
with him, “ Not for me! I take the
train !’ And he took the train, |
latterly from Darling, but he was also
a passenger from other stations.

Bendigo Workshops Employes ‘[
Contribute To The War Loan |

ARM congratulations to the

Bendigo Workshops staff who
. again responded magnificently
to the last War Loan Appeal.

A review of the contributors’

names shows that 60 out of the 100
who contributed £1,340 to the 2nd
Victory Loan also contributed to each
of the previous Loan drives conducted
throughout the Workshops.
. 'That is a remarkable record and the
Workshops War Loan Committee has
taken the opportunity of thanking
these regular contributors. The Com-
mittee feels hopeful that the next
Loan will see many new names among
those who are helping to ‘ back the
attack ** of our sons and brothers.

- A check up of the contributors also
shows that approximately 210 of the
350 men employed in the Workshops
have now contributed £7,370 to the

" have

A Remarkable Book On
The Platypus

LL railwavmen interested in the

natural history of Australia should

secure a copy of a remarkabie
tittle book, ‘“ We Breed the Platypus,”
by David Fleay, B.Sc.,, Dip. Ed,,
Director of the Sir Colin MacKenzie
Sanctuary at Healesville. Carrying an
exceilent introduction by Mr. A. H.
Chisholm, F.R.Z.S., the book tells
simply and informatively the life
stories of Jack and Jill and their
daughter, Corrie, the three platypuses
now enjoying careers of happy, well-
fed indolence in a special platypusary
at the Sanctuary.

Corrie happens to have achieved
the now world-wide celebrity of being
the first platypus to be born in cap-
tivity, whilst her father and mother
tasted the comforts of the
Sanctuary with all the freedom from
anxiety over where the next meal is to
come from for nearly 6 and 7 years,
respectively. If any testimony were
required regarding the care, diligence
and skill of the author in providing
these animals with the equivalent
to their natural conditions, it is con-
tained in this narrative relating the
full knowledge and experience of one
who can surely claim to be the world’s
first authority on Australia’s greatest
natural curiosity.

Mr. Fleay has discovered many
things about the platypus, particularly
in the breeding periods, and his record
is packed with strange and fascinating
facts, not the least of which is his pat-
ience in watching the ways and habits
of the unique trio.

GOOD WORK FOR V.F
PATRIOTIC FUND

ENDIGO V.R. Patriotic Aux
reports that since the form:
of the Auxiliary in 1940, app-

matelv £5,000 has been raised for
V.R. Patriotic Fund. One of
features of this long sustained e
‘“ News Letter ” readers will =
was the Ugly Man Competition -
raised £1,100 in three weeks.

Committee now reports that in sus
of a special appeal to assist ‘e
sitous ex-servicemen '’ in the prew
war, more than £700 was raisec
contributed to the Bendigo Brar

the Returned Soldiers’ and S
Imperial league of Australia
Service Fund.

*  # Kk

Commencing in December,
the Committee of the V.R. Pa:
Fund has annually provided a
evening for those voluntary w
who have generously given up
time in assisting the Comm:
many activities, not the least of =
are the Sunday entertainments pre
for servicemen at the Victorian Ra
Institute throughout the year.

The evening of entertainmer
refreshments, the cost of whis
provided by the members of the
mittee, has become a striking a=
event. This year the evenins
held on Thursday, December
and was well attended. Warm=
preciation was shown by the ¢
The programme had been exce
arranged and the hospitality
handsome in all respects.

past four Loan Appeals.

Cafeteria Service At

Princes Bridge

TAFF shortage is responsible for
the conversion of the Princes
Bridge dining room into a cafe-

teria—the fourth V.R. dining room
in the metropolitan area to provide
cafeteria facilities for its customers.

The new cafeteria has seating ac-
commodation for 72 persons at 18
tables.

Entering a race erected along the
Flinders Street side of the cafeteria the
custorner turns to the right to a long
counter where he picks up his tray
and then proceeds to select from the
racks any of the cold foods he may
require—scones, sandwiches, salads,
cold sweets, etc., all tastefully spread
out before him.

Further on he obtains—if he wishes
—wholesome hot entree dishes with
vegetables and then tea, coffee or milk
and cutlery, after which he pays for the
meal and passes on to a table,

Experience at other points indicates
that more efficient service can be given
to more patrons in this way than is
otherwise possible under present con-
ditions.

Newport Workshops Men |
Wi illiamstown - Footscra
Hospital

HE Williamstown, Footscrz

District General Hospita!

has reason to regret its as
for assistance made to the railws
of the district. Recently the
mittee gratefully recorded the ==
of a cheque for £31/4/9 p-
by contributors in the Newport
shops, Stores and clerical div
Newport Power Station, Spo:
Shops and Stores and railwayv s
in the district.

As a mark of appreciation {
support the Committee asked
railwayman to .be nominated
Life Governor of the Hospim
Mr. A Ray, Clerk at the N
Workshops, was selected. The L
ment is already represented by s
Governor, Mr. J. P. Ginnane, als
Newport Workshops, who w2
pointed following a previous
provided by railwaymen in the <

Wholly set up and printed in &
at the Victorian Railways Printing =
Laurens Street, North Melbourne i»
Publishers, The Victorian Railway
MISSIONers.
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XMAS AND NEW YEAR | Ar4p REVEALING ROUTE FOR CONVEE

TRAFC oL ™Y | TED AND NEW ROLLING STOCK FROM

LTHOUGH only s limited extra NEWPORT TO FIRST SECTION OF CON
Christmas and New Year hoti | VERTED LINE UNDER UNIFICATION

days, the railways carried a somewhat
greater number of holidaymakers than
in the Christmas and New Year period
of 1943-4.

Since the railways were still obliged | |,..........Indicates New Standard
to adhere to restrictions imposed by Gauge Line
the coal shortage, the job of getting I di %’h -
thousands away at Christmas and re- | [+++++++IN icates Third Rail
turning them ultimately to the me- S M Stage NolJ.
tropolis called for careful planning,

and the fine teamwork of the staff Converted Track.
enabled the whole task to be com-
pleted successfully. \
Due to inferior coal and the neces- Broadmeadows 02
sity for long and heavy country trains
having to stop twice at short platforms
to enable passengers to alight, some
delays were inevitable but they were
accepted as bearable disabilities under
war conditions.

—
/buru

Somerton 133

kS
Fopd bt
X&v o4

Fawkner 84

LET US KNOW OF ANY
PROMOTIONS AMONG
V.R. MEN ON SERVICE

ANY railwaymen on active
M service have been pror;wted
on the field. We are always y
anxious for mews in such cases ! Essendan 5
because of their interest to our StAlbansHﬁ 1 Northeot AQJ
veaders. Reliable information will orehcotesy
be welcome.
Next of kin and others having
the knowledge are requested to .
advise the Manager, Publicity and Albian 83 <
Tourist Services, Railway Offices, %) -~
Spencer Street, Melbourne. < Flemingtan 53::4%
S Fagtscray 37

A feature of the traffic which helped Sunshine 7%" N 7 &

. . d Q -
the Department considerably this year .. Fa -\
was that the fall of the holidays e / \3\@\" .
enabled most of the heavy outward ‘. AN eNC <8
traffic at Christmas to be spread over N, | 5\ \\'\cf“
Friday and Saturday, December 22 s a2
and 23. The further circumstance N SthYarraZe
that various industries did not resume ’ X
until January 8 was responsible for an
even wider spread of return travel
from New Year’s Day through the
following two weeks, but considerable
congestion existed on certain trains.

1
The system of requiring all tickets LA IR SR AN
i b £ 103 illiamstown ?g_%,\

from Melbowrne to be endorsed with stoy
the time of the train on which the pas- Alkona Beac / ;
senger proposed to travel again proved S

of immense assistance in regulating the

cutward traffic and holidaymakers are to AST month the ‘“ News Letter '’ published an outline of the arrangements ¢

be commended for their co-operation, m svgyuld be necz;ssaryi folx' the fconversion of the Victorian system tgl standa
. gauge, and particular reference was made to temporary expedients cua

 and partlcularly for the orderly manner would be necessary to enable new and comverted rolling stock to be routed :u

from Newport Shops to the first section of converted line in the North-East serw

in which they queued-up at the Spen-
without interfering with services still using the 5 3" gauge. The above ==

cer Street station and at the Victorian writhout B mith Bervices st the ¥ Eauee o
: : s more clearly the erations involve wi e seen at from
Governmqnt T.OunSt Burea.u. This Newport to Sunshine a new standard gauge track will be constructed run=s
coupled with assistance by police on the alongside the 5 3” line, From Sunshine to Albion, and from Broadmeadows =
big booking days enabled the staffs Somerton a third rail will be provided, whilst the section between Albion zss
concerned to dispose of patrons in a Broadmeadows will be converted to 4’ 84* simultaneously with the conversion frs
PO p Spencer Street of the line running via Fawkner to Somerton—the first stage of =

speedy and orderly manner. coaversion of the line carrying traffic to Albury.
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RAILWAYMEN SHOULD
MEET CORRIE

RAILWAYMEN with an eye for the
unusual and picturesque in our nat-
ive fauna should take a trip to the Sir
Colin MacKenzie Sanctuary at Heales-
ville to see the Sanctuary’s latest arrival,
Corrie, the first platypus born in cap-

tivity, It owes its present sturdy con-

dition to the care of the Sanctuary’s |
Director, Mr. David Fleay, B.Sc., Dip. Ed. “

Corrie is now over 12 months old |
and has long exhibited an adult
appetite, which means that it will
consume daily almost its own weight
in worms, grubs, yabbies, etc. No |
other animal known to naturalists |
has anything like the same capacity, |
and it takes some imagination to realise
that a typical night meal for Corrie’s
mother, Jill; consisted of 400 earth
worms, over 300 grubs, and about
3 dozen yabbies !

The problem of feeding the parents,
Jack and Jill, and the daughter, Corrie,
1s no light one, and the job of providing
the worms alone is a special activity
in itself. The animals are generally
on view for public inspection every
afternoon at 3.30 p.m., and it is due to
the patience of Mr. Fleay that one of
the shyest animals known to science
has become sufficiently friendly to eat
out of his hand.

Mr. Fleay has done much for
science in carefully recording the be-
haviour of the mother prior to and
following the arrival of her offspring.
In his fascinating little book, ‘‘We Breed
the Platypus,” just issued, he provides
a most interesting account of the mother
platypus carefully selecting wet grass
and leaves for her nest, and of her
comical resentment when he carefully
dug down to the hole in which the baby
Corrie (then 9 inches long) was found
lying. ‘

The baby platypus is blind for some }
time after birth, and there is strong |
evidence suggesting that there is a gap 1‘
of some days before they learn to ex- 1

|
|
1

tract nourishment from the mother.

As to the mother, Mr. Fleay recalls that
its appearance in the Sanctuary was the
merest accident. It was found wander-
ing in Healesville bush country appar- i
ently lost, and nearly a mile away from
the nearest stream, over seven years ago.
Transferred to the scientific care of the
Sanctuary, and badly in need of a meal
at the time, it has flourished ever since |
and become responsible for a story of
platypus family life which has travelled
around the world.

Prizewinners—

V.R.I. Nov. Exams.

Congratulations to the follow-
ing students who secured the
highest percentage of marks in
the annual educational examina-
tions conducted by the Victorian
Railways Institute :

Bookkeeping—Grade 1.
M. W. Nolan, Jnr. Clerk, Room 30,

Spencer Street.
Bookkeeping—Grade 2.

F. Shelton, Accounts Branch, Room

209, Spencer Street.
Shorthand—Elementary Theory.

W. J. Barbour, Clerk, Melbourne
Goods.
Shorthand—Advanced Theory.
Miss M. Munn, Office Asst., New-
port Workshops.
Shorthand—Speed.
Miss M. Hopper, Clerk, Room 100,

Spencer Street,

W. J. S. Kirkpatrick, Clerk, Mel-
bourne Goods.
Miss M. Grant, Dept. Commerce,

419 Collins Street, Melbourne.

(In the speed section of the Short-
hand Examination special prizes were
handed to Miss M. Hopper and Mr.
W.J.S. Kirkpatrick, who had, respect-
ively, won the First Prize in 1943 and
1942, and were equal for First Place
in the Examination of 1944.)
Typewriting.

Miss 5. Watson, Dependent V.R.I.
Member.
Engine Workipg—Junior Grade.
G. A. jackson, Cleaner, Benalla.
Senior Grade.

B. Shanahan, Fireman, Geelong.

Westinghouse Brake—Junior
Grade.

G. W. Patterson, Cleaner, Ararat.
Senior Grade.

J. G. Wood, Fireman, Geelong.
Internal Combustion—Engine

Mechanics.
K. J. Murphy, App. F. & T., New-
port Power Station.

Permanent Way Construction &
Maintenance.

H. S. Bullen, Works Sub-Foreman

H

Shepparton.
Safeworking—‘“ A’ Division,
Signalling.
F. J. Blencowe, Clerk, Melbourne
Yard.

‘“B” Division,
Train Running.

T. W. Quick, Signalman, Wodonga.

Station Accounts & Management—
Grade 2.
W. J. Richards, Porter South Yarra.
Storeman’s Duties—Junior Grade.
C. Cartner, Ac. 3rd. Cl. Storeman,
Works Store, Geelong.
Senior Grade.
C. H. Robertson, Storeman, Work-
shops Storehouse, Bendigo North.
Ticket Checking.
J. F. Iles, Jor. Clerk, Footscray
Goods.

V.R.I. CHORAL
SOCIETY’S SUCCESS

FULL enthusiastic house listes

to the ‘‘Schubert Even:

at the Assembly Hall on Dece=
ber 6, when the V.R.I. Choral Scces
under the skilled direction of
Ehrenfeld achieved another cons
uous success. The result of this -
cert was that a nice cheque for £49 -
was handed to the Alphington Bres
of the Australian Comforts Func

A feature of the evening was
rendering of the oratorio, “ Son:
Miriam”. A portion of the prog
was broadcast from the Cairns Me-
ial Church over 31O on Decembe-
and the A.B.C. is apparently sc
pressed with the fine work of
Choral Society under Dr. Ehrenic.
care that it has been requested b
A.B.C. to broadcast a series of :
including Malotte’s ‘‘ Lord’s Prz-=
Dvorak’s ‘‘ Goin’ Home,” and
thoven’s ‘“ Hymn to Creation
February 15.

With the warm assistance
V.R.I, Dr. Ebrenfeld is not
deavouring to start the V.R.I. O:
tra in active work again. He
that with the support of an orch-
of at least 30, the V.R.I. Choral S
would be capable of even more im
sive achievements.

Retirement Of
Mr. R. G. McFarlane

HE recent retirement of Fore
T R. B. McFarilane at the =

wood Workshops will be
membered for the unusual for
the ‘‘ send-off ”’ arranged by his
workmen. In addition to
complimentary references to his -
ties, followed by the receipt of 2 =
of notes, Mr. McFarlane had the
expected experience of being esc
by a Highland Piper playing ' ¥
to the Isles”—a compliment ==
he, as a Scot, fully appreciatec

Mr. McFarlane joined the =«
as a Fitter at the old Spencer ==
Ironworks Shops in 1911, bece=
Sub-Foreman in 1922, and was =
ferred to Spotswood in 1927,
he was appointed Foreman. A :
of his recalled that during his e
at Spencer Street he was engaps:
the Plenty Road Crossing.
was a good deal of overtime i-
nection with this job, and on o=
casion his earnings were so big ths
were jokingly handed to him =
kerosene tin !

Mr. McFarlane will spend 2
his retirement on the bowling gre=s
which he is reported to have deve
such an ‘‘eye” that he mav =
heard of in Championship Tes:

hew

Wholly set up and printed in A
at the Victorian Railways Printing %
Laurens Street, North Melbourne &
Publishers, The Victorian Railwam =
missioners.
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Marci.,

' intervals along the whole route.
. much of the work as practicable will

| PLANS FOR THE CONVERSION OF THE NORTH-

EASTERN LINE TO STANDARD GAUGE

N the plans now being prepared for the conversion of the Victorian
Railways to standard gauge, provision is made for the actual
change over to be done in sections, so arranged as to cause a mini-

mum of public inconvenience through temporary breaks of gauge,

as the work progresses.

The busiest portion of each section will be

converted at a selected week-end, the line being closed on Saturday
and re-opened as a standard gauge line on the following Monday, sub-

ject to speed restrictions.

The less important branch lines will be

closed for up to a week before or after the week-end.

One of the most important sections
is the North Eastern line and branches,
which will be the first major operation.
This is one of the busiest country lines,
and its conversion will permit through
running between Melbourne and Syd-
ney. Before the main line conversion
is started, however, the Department
will convert the 70 miles of track
between Wodonga and Cudgewa.
This will serve as a dress rehearsal
enabling the staff to check the answers
to many conversion problems before
the vital sections are undertaken.
After conversion the Cudgewa line
will be temporarily operated with
rolling stock borrowed from, or manu-
factured in New South Wales for this
Department.

It is estimated that 5,500 men will
be required to convert the North

' Eastern line at a weck-end and they

will be accommodated in camps at
As

be carried out prior to the conversion
week-end. At the actual conversion,
the men will all be working to a pro-
gressive time schedule and mobile
squads will be transferred from point
to point as required if the work of
any gang should fall behind schedule.

As already explained in the ‘ News
Letter ” the work between stations
will be simple though extensive. One
rail will be unfastened from the sleep-
ers and respiked in its new position 63"
nearer the other rail. At bridges and
in station yards it will be necessary for
rolling stock to be kept at the same
distance as at present from platforms
and other structures.

At such places the converted track will

be pulled over to maintain the existing
clearance. Through all but the simplest

crossing work it is intended to shift both
rails inwards 3} inches.

As it will not be practicable o

| convert more than the main North

Eastern line at one week-end, the
branch lines to Wahgunyah, Peechelba,
Qaklands, Bright and Tatong will be

L closed and converted during the week

before the main line conversion. The
men employed will then go to their
allotted places on the main line. After
the main line is converted some of the
men will be transferred to the Heath-
cote Junction— Bendigo and the Mans-
field lines, which will then be converted

tin the following week.

Under this arrangement no branch
iine will be out of commission for more
than a week.

Prior to conversion, each line must
be cleared of all 5° 3° gauge rolling
stock. By the time the track is conver-
ted on Monday, standard gauge equip-
ment will be ready to leave Melbourne.

Through trains from Sydneyv may
be run with New South Wales rolling
stock.

The preparation of camps and the
transportation and feeding of the men
will require careful planning, but much
will remain to be done after the standard
gauge trains are running. Re-sleepering
and making up ballast will be important
sasks.

ENGINE CLEANERS
CAN GO FAR

HE appointment of Mr G. E.
Burnell, as Superintendent of
Loco. Running, in succession

to Mr. A. R. Stamp, who retired last
December, is the result of steadfast
attention to duty and enthusiasm for
the job which should inspire every
ambitious lad entering the Service.
Mr Burnell joined the railways as an
engine cleaner in 1908, and he has
passed through the grades of fireman,
driver, enginemen’s instructor, night
depot foreman, shed foreman, West-
inghouse Brake Inspector, Locomotive
Examining Officer, District Rolling
Stock Superintendent (Bendigo) to
his present important post.

L.ad engine cleaners have the same
possibilities of promotion. Engine
cieaning is the preparatory job to the
footplate of an engine as a fireman,
then graduating to full control of a
Jocomotive as a driver in goods and
passenger services. In his first year
the driver draws 21/2d. a day, which
increases until his sixth year as a
driver, when his daily earnings reach
25/2d4. with an extra 1/~ a dav for
special class drivers.

To rise from engine cleaner to
driver, a lad must do shift work, but
shift work is only a minor consideration
to industrious and ambitious lads.

Incidentally, applications are now
being called for from lads over 17
years of age who desire to take up the
footplate as a career.

English Railwaymen in ‘B!

(continued)

‘“ Where structures such as brug,
arches and viaducts were damag
ternporary repairs were usually ca=
out so that traffic might be spes
resumed. Recently a 70-ft. high
duct had one of its piers and two =
carried by it demolished by a b
Rails and sleepers and one p=
hung precariously over a 70-fi.
‘The first job was to make the re=
der of the viaduct safe. The
adjacent to the gap were tied by
rods to the next one to preven: =
being pushed over by the thrust -
arches beyond them and the
hanging portions were made safe
steel wire ropes.

““ The site was cleared, founds
prepared, and heavyv steel tre
erected tn such a way that a nes
and arches could be built later.
zontal steel framing was constu
to relieve the temporary tie rods
thrust of the undamaged arche
trestles were carried up to sum
steel joist waybeams spanning the

‘“ At one London station, bes
an important road junction, and =
concourse immediately below
level, a bomb penetrated the rcs
and burst in the concourse. The
demolished the covering ove
statton, which is about 150 fr. &
and wrecked three escalators.
jured a number of people on the
form, and the windows of =
standing in the station were blows
Repair gangs immediately got to «
a bridge was erected to carry
traffic over the road junction, an:
porary stairs were erected on one
the escalator tunnel to enable t+
tion approaches to be restored =
vice. Sufficient space was left to «
new escalator and the station was
use again In two months.

‘““ A bomb falling at the s
long viaduct carrying a main
railway shattered one of the
This began to subside slowly,
the movement not been stoppe
arches at each side would have ¢
and probably brought down w:-
several more arches.

‘ Within 48 hours the weight «
arches and track was taken off the
by massive baulks of timber, wk:
to carry several hundred tons, and =

than a fortnight the pier was cor=g
rebuiit.””

ENLISTMENTS.
R.AAF.

LAD Lbr. E. B. Blurton ; Lad M.
A. Cole; Jar. Clk. R. M. Curles
Clk. A. C. Fielder: Lad Lbr *
Garrow ; Lad Lbr. R. S. Gertz ; Lac
A.]J. H. Glanvill ; Lad Lbr. D.]. Gi
Lad Lbr. K.L. Johnstone; Lad
Kline ; Jar. Clk. P. J. Nelson ;
J. F. O’ Donnell: Lad Msszg
Pritchard ; Lad Lbr. H. F. Ro®
Jnr. Clk. E. J. Watson; Lad L
Weybury ;

R.AN.
Jnr. Clk. A. E. Dunne.
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V.R. WARRIOR’S DESCRIPTION OF ESCAPE
FROM GERMAN PRISON CAMP

SOME months ago the ‘‘ News Letter’’
published a brief account of the
escape from a German prison camp
of Lance-Bombardier R. G. Stuart,
who before enlistment, was a clerk in the
Staff Office of the Secretary’s Branch
of the Department. Now a Captain
in the Movement Section, L.H.Q., Mel-
bourne, he has kindly supplied a more
detailed description of his adventure,
which railwaymen generally will read
with great interest.

Captain Stuart was in a prisoner
of war camp at Salonica, when he and
a number of others were warned to
prepare for ‘‘a rail journey of four
to five davs.”

¢ For some days two frieads and I
had been planning to escape before this
movement took place,” he says, ‘‘ and
in the face of this contingency it was
unanimously decided to bale out of the
train at the carliest possible moment
after sunset.

““On arrival at the railway
yard, we were not surprised to be
assigned to cattle trucks—upwards

of fifty men per truck—but were some-
what disconcerted after entrainment
when bolts were shot and the truck
doors were locked on the outside.

““ There was, however, on each side
of our truck an opening with a shutter
about 2} feet by 1} feet, at a height of
5 feet from the floor. These were not
locked and the barbed wire screen
fastened across with staples was later
removed without much trouble.

““ The wait for the night to fall seemed
interminable. The moon was uckind
too in its full radiant glory, but at last I
found myself lying on the ground at the
side of the track with the train clattering
past. From that moment the train
seemed to crawl, as I anxiously lay rigid,
hoping I would not be seen.

““ Every second truck had a guard
box and there were more guards in
the brakevan ; some of them were sing-
ing lustily, probably because they were
bound for home on leave. My luck
was in, and myv friends’ also, for
sometime after the train had passed
they walked back and found me.

¢ Qur rations lasted a couple of
davs and by that time, moving by
night, we were back in Greece. Some
friendly Greeks one mght changed our
uniforms for peasants’ clothing. Soon
after that I decided to move alone.
1 did not get very far at first ; but spent
six fairly safe weeks in a little village
in the mountains. I was weak and
sick with dysentery (followed by malaria)
during this time ; and it was not a very
healthyv region.”

When his health improved, he
covered great distances on foot through
mountainous country where the inhabi-
tants were mostly friendly, but ‘‘ the
worst features of my journey were the

1

|
|

cold nights and lack of foot comfort.
With the distance covered and varied
nature of surface the soles of my ac-
quired rubber shoes soon wore out.
The best retread I could devise was
from the felt covering of my water
bottle. Unfortunately, this was not
very satisfactory and so I ended mv
travels practically barefooted.”

Later on he spent some wesks
living in and around some monas-
teries of the Order of St. Basil (Greek
Orthodox) ”’ but he was weakened by
frequent attacks of malaria, and his
stock of quinine ran low. One night
after covering a few miles he stumbled
into the courtyard of a monastery and
then apparently passed out for a couple
of days.

After this period ‘‘there followed
several journeys over land and sea
by various means, including a small
fishing yacht (nearly wrecked in a storm)
and a pull of over 20 miles in a rowing
boat.”

Ultimately he arrived in British
territory ‘ four months after the initial
break with German hospitality !

113

Concluding a narrative which is neces-

sarily somewhat vague in details,
Captain  Stuart expresses kis high
hopes of once again meeting ** those

pals from my old unit who were not
so fortunate as I in quitting the Nazis.””

Two Good Railwaymen
Pass On

HE ‘“‘News Letter '~ greatly regrets to

report the death of Mr. G. R, Critten,

Depot Foreman at Ararat, at the age of
63,

He entered the Servxce as an appren-
tice ﬁtter at Newport in 1897 and became
a fitter in 1902,

Thirteen years later he was a leading
hand fitter and became a senior leading
hand fitter at North Melbourne Loco in
1924. After some months as a sub-
foreman fitter at Bendigo Loco he was
appointed to the responsible post of
Depot Foreman at Benalla, and to the
Ararat Loco Depot in 1937.

Mr. Critten was a widely known and
popular railwayman with a passion
for thoroughness in everything he uader-

took.

ANOTHER greatly regretted death
last month was that of Mr. E. E.
Hooke, a member of the clerical division
of the Stores Branch at Newport at the
age of 54.

Mr. Hocke, who entered the Depart-
ment in 1915, became permanently
appointed in 1920, and for the greater
part, of his railway career gave valuable
service at Newport.

Highly esteemed by all his colleagues,
he won a further reputation outside as a
tenor singer, appearing on several occas-
ions with the Melbourne Philharmonic
Society and Liedertafel Society. For
25 years he was tenor soloist with St.
Paul’s Choir and many will remember
him as a member of the original *“ We
Four '’ quartet.

Also he was a Life Governor of the
Freemasons’ Homes of Victoria and a
Life Governor of the Williamstown
Hospital.

V.R. PATRIOTIC FUND
NOW TOTALS £54,000

HE fact that the total raised fo- =«
Railways Patriotic Fund has reachss
the fine figure of £54,000 was referred
in complimentary terms in * The Ra
ways Union Gazette'’ of February 10

“The £54,000 which has
raised is a great effort,” said the Gaz
“but it can be improved.” T
are still some thousands of Vict:
Railwaymen and women who have
signed up for the regular contribu
of 3d. per week. Now is the ti
a special effort to join up
contributors.

The main source of the Parr
Fund’s income is the fortnightl
of the regular railway contributor
determined effort 1s about to be -
to bring this appeal under the o
of non-contributors. Each on:
due course will receivea separate o
onal letter. The task of addressing
necessary envelopes is being u=na
taken by wvolunteers working ?
couple of hours after office hours =
evening until the formidable
completed.

It is hoped that the response to %

additional appeal will be worthy of
labor involved in making it.

furg

V.R. CASUALTIES.

HE ‘* News Letter ' deeply regres
report two more casualties ames
railwaymen on Service—Pilot O&
A. Coates, previously reps
“ Missing ”’ now presumed dead.
Sergeant E. G. Hocking, killed in a =
air collision during training exerc
Pilot Officer Coates, who was oz
years of age, was educated at the Da
ford Staie and Technical Schools
joined the railways as an apprems
carpenter and joiner in 1940, and =
his enlistment in 1942 he worked ar
Spotswood Workshops.

Sergeant E. G. Hocking started iz
Accounting Office at Ballarat in
and enlisted in the R.A.A.F. in Dex
ber, 1943. He was born in 1925,

V.R. MAN'S SON WINS
IMPORTANT SCHOLARSHI?
AX CALSAFERRI, the
Mr. A. Calsaferri, =z
driver at Warragul, has r=
ly won a scholarship offered b
Australian Paper Manufacturers
which provides 3 years residence

Forestry Commission’s Scho
Creswick.
When Max has completec

course, he will be appointed =
Wood Procurement Branch
Company.

Max’s father is a vigorou
popular engineman who entere:
Department in 1920 and was w
in the first Great War in the cc
3 years service. He has bees
ioned at Warragul since 1941.

Wholly set up and printed in Aus
at the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens Street, North Melbourne, fu
Publishers, The Victorian Railways
missioners.
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MR. A. W. KEOWN RESUMES
AS SUPERINTENDENT OF
REFRESHMENT SERVICES

AFTER an absence of 3 years as Con-
troller of Food Services in the Com-
monwealth Department of Labour and
National Service, Mr. A. W. Keown
has resumed his job as Superintendent
of Victorian Railways Refreshment
Services.

Speaking to the ‘‘News Letter ” of
his Commonwealth work, he explained
that his principal task was to design,
equip and operate kitchens and cafe-
terias at a period when Australia’s
rapidly expanding war effort involved
the erection of factories all over the
Commonwealth.

At all major Commonweath factor-
ies employing large numbers of workers
(very often in three shifts ‘‘ round the
clock ), Mr. Keown had to see to the
problem of feeding them comfortably,
wholesomely and with the utmost
speed, because the average ‘‘ break ”
for a meal was only 20 minutes.

In all, he was responsible for the
installation of 152 feeding points at
munition, explosive, ordnance and
aircraft factories throughout the Com-
monwealth, providing also for naval
dockyard, shipbuilding and waterside
workers. In all, over 2,500 employes
comprised his staff, including architects,
engineers, dietitians and other tech-
nically trained men and women.

i Special Courses of Training

To meet the demands of such a large
service and to overcome the dearth
of trained catering staff, special courses
were instituted whereby cafeteria mana-
gers, cooks, catering Ssupervisors, _and
bookkeepers were trained in various
phases of large scale industrial feeding.
Text books were specially written,
and complete new manuals dealing with
accounting, stock recording, Provedor-
ing, recipes, and care of plant and equip-
ment, were evolved.

His activities ranged from Fre-
mantle to Townsville, and the variety
of his work is shown by the_{act
that he had to provide all sizes of dining
rooms having accommodation for from
50 to 1,000 workers at a sitting.

At a Commonwealth Aircraft
factory, 830 men required meals over
3 shifts, and had to be taken in 3 sit-
tings. His biggest undertaking was
in keeping the staft at a huge explosives
factory in South Australia well nour-
ished and contented. Here there were

' 3 kitchens and 26 dining rooms—
the whole factory embraced 1,400
buildings covering several square
miles—and the refreshment service

truck had to cover 45 miles on each
trip daily.

The necessities of rapid feeding
were responsible for the design of an
ingenious cafeteria race which was
extremely valuable, and because of
war shortages it was also necessary
in some cases to design special cooking
equipment.

§
v

Mr. Keown speaks highly of the
readiness of the thousands of men
attending the cafeterias to co-operate
in the plan made for their refreshment,
even to the extent of returning their dirty
dishes to the washing point, and he has
a warm word of commendation for the
waterside workers throughout Aus-
tralia, who were particularly well-
behaved and grateful for everything
that was done for them.

V.R. CASUALTIES.

ALL railwaymen will extend their
deepest sympathy to the relatives of
Private E. Allen and Private J. Mec-
Carthy. A.LF.,, two good railwaymen
who died whilst prisonmers of war. It
is also noted with sincere regret that
Flt. Sgt. E. S. Symes is reported ‘* Miss-
ing.

Before enlistment in July, 1940, Private
Allen had been a lad labourer in the
Roiling Stock Branch, and after he had
gone into kbaki was appointed an ap-
prentice coppersmith. He was born in
1922. Private McCarthy, a labourer in
the same Branch, enlisted in June, 1940.
He entered the Department in 1933 and
was 28 years of age.

Flt. Sgt. Symes entered the Trans-
portation Branchk in 1939. He was a
junior clerk in the Melbourne Goods
and enlisted in 1941 in his 19th year.

Mr. R. E. B. Lee on Loan
to Federal Dept. of Works

R. R. E. B. Lee, Auditor of
Revenue is now on loan to
the Federal Department of

Works for an indefinite period for the
purpose of carrying out special in-
vestigation work.

Mr. Lee, who joined the Depart-
ment in 1916, was originally a junior
clerk in the Rolling Stock Branch.
In 1918 he enlisted in the A.L.F. and
resumed duty in 1920, subsequently
transferring  to the Bendigo Loco.
In 1923 he was granted extended
Jeave to visit America where he had
some railway experience. On his re-
turn three vears later he was employed
in the Accountancy Branch. In 1928
he was transferred to the Secretary’s
Branch for a period, and in 1933 he
was appointed Assistant to the then
Auditor of Revenue, Nr. J. A, Mec-
Taggart, whom he succeeded iIn
1935.

Mr. Lee is a Bachelor of Commerce
and a qualified Accountant.

During Mr. Lee’s absence Mr.
C. }. Savage will act as Auditor of
Revenue. He entered the Railways

in 1897 serving in the Auditor of Re-
ceipts Branch which was amaigamated
with the Accountancy Branch in 1932,
He has been in charge of the Powers
Machines and Goods Credit Division
in this Branch since 1930.

f
|

Great Success of Tou
Bureau’s Enquiry Se

HE remarkably efficient tel

system in the Enquiry section at
Victorian Government Tourist Bes
has fully justified its installation. Se
December 23, 1943, when the system
first put into service, well over 1,000
telephone enquiries have been regist
—a daily average of approx. 2
inquiries covering all the subjects =
potential railway users want to koow
fares, train times, changes, connecs
road services, times country trains
arrive, etc., etc.

This service has proved of imn
benefit and its great attraction iz %
it is available every day of the ws
—from 8 a.m. to 10.30 p.m. on =
days and Saturdays and from
am. to 10 p.m. on Sundays.

Whilst the telephone engu
during the week keep busy a sw=f
a dozen, including 10 women
heaviest demand for information -
Saturday mornings and over ho .
periods. Calls over Saturday
Sunday average between 4,000
5,000 and at the ‘‘peak’ a towm
615 per hour has been registers
over 10 per minute !

During holiday periods the
1s strengthened to meet the
business. Over the tast Chrz
week-end, Saturday and Sundav
cember 23 and 24, 5,800 people -
their enquiries by telephone. 7
number of enquiries over the follow
New Year week-end was only 70
but at the Australia Day weet
the total almost reached 6,000
biggest figure vet recorded.

The efficiency of the systes
of course, promoted by the u=
electrically  operated  arrange—
which ensures that everv enqu:-
taken strictly in turn, immediate s
ance given and the next eng.
brought automatically to the
without manual switching.

An illuminated tndicator in the
phone room (a replica of which
mstalled in the office of the Mea-
of the Bureau) enables the Offics
Charge to observe the numbe
enquiries waiting and receiving s
tion, so that temporary staff a-
ments can be made to meet flucra
demands

ENLISTMENTS.
A.LF.
LAD Lbr. A. W. Anstif ; Jnr, Clk. ¥
Beam ; Lad Lbr. B. A. McKes

Lad Lbr. C. L. G. Wood.
R.AAF

B’lr. Maker's Asst. C. Chung -
Clk. B. H. Davidson; jar. Clk. C
Hayes ; Jar. Clk. N. F.
Jur. Clk. R. Hulland;
McCrory ; Jnr. Clk. K. J.
Jnr. Clk. E. S. Murphy;
W. Scanlon; Jnr. Clk. H. J. S
Jnr. Clk. A. E. Stephens; App.
L. N. Tynan.

R.A.N.

jor. Clk. N. E. Wood ; Lad Lbr. W
Purchase.

W.R.A.N.S.

Miss S. M. Grey (Jor. Clk): W
M. J. Quickensted (Jnr. Typisti:
Audrey Lane (Jur. Typist).

W.A.AAF.

Miss M. E. Sim.ps.ox{ (Jar. Typis:



-adojaau2 Aed inoA WOy Pa3onPIP yI2m B "pe AJUD

3upnqrIuod noi 2y

5 SX0Q 259Y) 3N 380D IY3 SPIEMI

‘p3uISTWIY 2Q [[2M TED 2DIAIAS WO WALU “YP°A 231 Ui 210X Laq:
uopepaxidde 243 pUE si22junjoa £q pasoed LpJadxa aae Aaiy],

‘{1ouad pue s2do[2aT

‘ped Bunram ‘wnd 3urMY0 ‘SI[JOX WIL)S ‘SINT PUL JINIF PALIP JO XO0q ‘5231232310 ‘JInaj

P24J2523d 3o U1 ‘S1INOSTQ 3O 323OEd B ‘2)RJ0D0YD JO IYED B UIVIWOD S2X0Q ISY T

‘3914328

TO Uawrdemiied Sz Afyewrxoadde 01 2211JWWOD puny dponned "M'A 2Ul Aq

Je24 B 301M] P2[IBIU S2X0q 3B 24l JO SIWDIUOD IY] SMOUS WOIBIISR[I 340Q® :-[Hl

saxog

5 aia‘gA,Iagl U0 WAl "' A O] 3Udg
383y I, spremo] Sunnqgrijuo)) nox 3y

Ay

Ly,

- digspusiis |

e

‘poomsiodg e 1oisewiuonelg ‘[ppadwe
‘d ¥ 1A Jo 1etydnep S[uo 24l s1 pue
SH6L ‘Aleniqa  ur Jueuniaeds(] 9yl
pautof ayg -sdoysyiosyy 1rodmsN oy
1B WAISAS SUns0d 2yl Yyyum pajosuuod
souoydororu ay; a3e19do oym youelg
Lousunoooy oy ur  sd  3uaByrp
1yS12q 2y Jo Suo st prduwe SSIJAI
‘[epaJN dzuolg dduenqury uyo[
1§ 9yl PaIndds OS[R Jys 1B 1B Y
‘juounreda(] OYl Aq pPaidNpuUOd sem
YOTUm JOJ UOITBUTWIEXD YY) ‘2IBIYTLIA))
PIY 1810 Jea}] Pug 13y pue NEIYUIID
Buraeg 9JI7] [BAOY Syl PaIndas OS[E ays
ade swes a3 1y " Sydew afqissod oyl Jo
uad sad g Surmmeiqo  ‘91BOYNIAY)
SursinN 9wol a2yl ‘¢y jo 98k Iy 3w
PaUres Sys JUaLLIIAIIYOR Sy 03 I0T11]
auasunieda( sy Aq paronp
-Uod ST YdIym 10J UOTBUIWIEXS 9yl
‘[BPSIAl JRA[I§ IBIL YIC Syl I0§ NS 01
19y Ajienb  [jrav yorgya ‘eoup[nqury
ATA B WL DIV ISILY IRaX Yl 9
Zurop mou st 9ys ‘71 {[uo y3noyyy
*90U313)91 Alejuou
-1idwos feroads sIyy uled 03 [ensnum
AP3Uamdygns st pry 3sirg ut pIodas
asoym ‘eadwiey ounf BUIO]
SSI]Al 01 NOA 9donponur  sn LJ

PIY 35414 U] JUBWIDARIYDY
s119 Aemjiey 3unojp y

‘BUIALIp 2)1BS J10] PI0DIX U
Arrenonaed e yiim IDALIT JO10WT ¥'A @
sem  ‘esumns MIN Ui satyddns a3nys
-ezed jo Zuijoed agl MItal WONRDITUOD
ol sadraxas ,, Jojy pavonuwdwr Aedg
[e3odao) Sunoy 322115 10T2dg e
20130 Yoiedsa(y youeag uolejzodsvesy
273 U1 sem {Iind) aewjeudig pue ‘gouelg
qoo1s Burjoyg 291 WOJj pa3siud 23ed
“TIHAL 7208330 10]Id DUE DIBMADPOOA, 1URT]
-R2YT A 2214425 paysm3ansip ,, 39§
. S2goledsap Ul pIAVWONTU2W ,, UWIAQ [[¥
248 oym ‘Aneag ‘N ¥ [erodio) Zunoy
pue ‘yun( *f ‘o vew[eudig ‘N3N “H
A2YIO 10[1d e 2 ‘piempoosy O N
3meU21na3] ‘3[4 248 PIodds  pipudds
sty ur aoe(d a12yy SUraJel [{am PUY

‘BauING AN ur asauede[ fnog
3unpry euofe ul 33 SIY 10} N
Ul JO uoqqll Yl Sfeam oym ‘mI(]
jerodion Aq pue ‘anogiely HNiqoj,
ur 1auosud Aweus ur JUINISII Wi
Alaaelg snonoidsuod  13je  [BPIIN
AIB,I[I]Al B 10J PI1D9[as SBa Ol ‘SUTYUa{
erodio) £q ‘gniqoJ, jo $3013Y oyl
jo suo “IN'W NR[D) “d'H aeang £q
INOUOY JO PIOJAI SIYl Wi panuasaidar
st youerg uoueuodsuerj oyj,

“Yauesg ¥o01g
Burfjoy 21 Wl uBWAIY B ‘UBLLINYJ
‘g O IUBUNNALT ST $IDLAIPs iue[[ed

-UONUAW ,, U22Q 2AEY 0) UMOTY 2.1¢ 210 INOJ PUL ‘SUOIILI0D
j0 syuardidax se | J23327 smap],, Y} 03 payrodax uwa2q 24
w2331} ep o], -dn Supunow sy Jem juasaxd ay3 uy Sur

-AJ2s mawifemjred TeirI0}d1y AQ AIjue[[ed JoJ pIodaax HHl

dVM THL NI SNOILLVY0D3d TVYIAIS NIM NIWAVATIVE ¥'A

10} JN'IN 9yi papieme os|y
-JUNODDY JO 21N1ISU  I]BaM UOWN
3} JO UONBUIWEXD IBIPIULIIIUI
guissed 1oy wureSe sonou oyur o
£pueosr sy ‘aem jo ssuosud b o
‘(UOISIAI(Y  S2UNEJDY ‘youeagy sxa
pue ABp\) UBW dYJ() prol I3Wm
sem. 9l ‘udreduwied  uednyy i
QY] UI BDTAIAS JUS[[IIXD I0] PIAIIaZ
SIYT,  IeAl 3Uasaid SY) UT UOLIBIOM
UM 01 UBLWIKBM[IEI UBLIOIDIA 1810
CO'W ‘Aeprey "H 'O ureaded
PIIBIODIP U] 9ABY OYm AULIYy UE
-SNY 9Y3 JO SIaqUIdW "Y' A Buoury
*AUBULIDG) T9AO €
.K—)J,SP.Z)UE"I U{ plOQQJ BU!)‘HIJS e I
‘puB[Iuy ur yserd B ur paf ‘M
-12dueC] (] "y 194195q() IUBIBIG
INCAT ?Yy3 Jo tossassod ioylouy
‘eljen
Jo yuoN »yi ur sdiys asouedef
SYOBlIR jueljea SIY 10j ‘Youelg >
Bul[joy Y1 ur }I9[0 B A[[eUIFLIO ‘3
IUBUAINDIT 31 98] Y1 01 A[H
-nyysod papreme sem D I YL
*201330 PEIY 122
1d0uadg e jyers s.4AIe331028 2yl JO
-TIW € SY SPIRYOIY J201JJQ BUIL(S 9
3unydy  wxaygjioN eur
2 jo puUe@won ur aeuwr e ue
W sy pakerdsip pey oym Qs
I A D 3T A eI ‘pIE
S PARYIIY J201y3Q SUlAld J0I 2[QIS
-23 233m AJe3] ur suopesado Sulieg

3uluieq puy Aa3u

IaY3edMm prq A[PUIaiIXs U U91jo ‘91w
3ydru Auvw ur {1np 03 UOLI0ADP 7
38eInod ‘s 10y D  SIY pae
‘youelg SUITAULSUY [BITIIO9[H 91 [
PaISIUl oy ‘sanIng I901() SUlA[]
Tuon

s Anoy-j[ey e Ul SI94YI0 O0m3 JFurions
pue 1543y 2u0 umop Junooys
301J0U 01Ul dWED ‘IULIUNOIIE Funo:
-stwoad e ‘Kauresy) 190wy Surkig
e

s1y3 jo 1 a3ed uo punoj aq i wo
0} 32U ‘FUIUUL ], WRI[IAR 119Q
190YJ( 10]1J pue ‘90y AIudy PpIeu
WBUNNIIT 3] Q18] )
yduuayy ‘ssaing  uyof
sef siowyQ Suilklg L1 ) IQ
uoM Oym UdWSeM[IEI I3YJ0 2AL]
YO pe

13211Q I30uadg 3 Hels youelg S
3Y1 JO I3qUISW B SI O} "SIaysy 19w
XIS 3jsutede Aeostg JO Aeg Ayl =
pleq FUO[ B I9JB puBlIIpung
Jo M215 oyl SujABS UL SSIUINJIOm
-31 [00d puUB AI2ABI] JO 3BdJ
“}IBWAI B 10} <)o' (J PUB "O'S (J o®
SUOqQIl PII9A0D Y} SIBIM oym ‘s
-1g]Al £9[pn(] 1uBUAIMAITY "3 ST U
"W'A °Yl JO PaIleIOdIP 3SOW QY]

L ’sagojyedsap uy

£ YAILLAT SMAN SAVAMTIVY NVIdO.LOIA FH.L

SH61 ‘pudp



4 THE VICTORIAN RAILWAYS NEWS LETTER

April, 15

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR LOADING AND UNLOADING TRUCKS HE

NE of the little known V.R.

war activities is the work of the

volunteers who have given up
much of their leisure in assisting with
the loading and unloading of trucks at
the Railway Goods Sheds in Melbourne.
There is nothing spectacular about
this labour, but 1t is of great value
in enabling the trucks to be released
for further urgent jobs elsewhere and
has won the commendation of the
Commissioners.

Indirectly, too, it bas assisted
in prompt release of vital shipping,
through better availability of trucks
to receive loading.

All sorts of good nien are volunteer-
ing. Most, but not all, are railway-
men from the clerical and shed staff
of the Melbourne Goods, and other
sections of the service, but some are
volunteering from outside.

These willing workers are busy
practically every night and frequently
on Saturdays and Sundays as well.
Principally they have been used in the
Grain Shed to release experienced
shed staff for the work at the Perish-~
able Shed and at Newmarket.

The work is constant and the de-
mand for volunteers is constant,
too. More railwaymen are asked to
volunteer. The rate of payv is approx-
imately 3/6d. per hour.

The accession of fresh strength
will be warmly welcomed by the
Commissioners, who are anxious in
the interests of the public to see trucks
released promptly for the work of mov-
ing supplies for the Fighting Forces,
food, fuel, manures and other vital
requirements without which the war-
time hardships suffered by the nation
would rapidly increase.

New Cremorne Bridge
Will Involve Big
Signalling Alterations

XTENSIVE signalling alterations will

be involved in connection with the
erection of the new Cremorne railway
bridge crossing the river at South
Yarra.

As the bridge is designed to carry
six tracks, one of which will pass
through the site of the present signal
box on the ‘““up’’ side of the Brighton-
Sandringham line platform at South
Yarra station, this signal box will be
pulled down and the signalling ap-
paratus required for the power operated
signals and points for the new junction
will be maintained in the signal box,
which was recently erected close to the
‘up” end of the local Caulfield
platform at South Yarra.

The change-over to the new signal
box will be made this month.

Signalling arrangements include
the erection of a new signal
bridge on the Richmond side of the
river about 70 vards from the Cre-
morne Bridge.

This signal bridge, on which will
be erected the home signals for govern-
ing the rail traffic through the pro-
posed new junction of the local and
through Caulfield lines, is 84 feet in
length and is supported on legs 34
feet long. 'The whole structure was
built at Spotswood Workshops.

Owing to its length, the main truss
of the bridge, which, of course, is de-
signed to span six Jines of track, had to
be carried from Spotswood to the site at
night, after traffic had ceased. Trans-
ported on 2 ‘““ Q” trucks, the bulky
structure was swung into place with the
help of two 3-tom cranes with 45 ft.
jibs, the whole job being completed in
approximately 5 hours.

U.S. Test of Passengers’
Travel Tastes

IN an endeavour to discover passengers’
likes and dislikes in various aspects
of railway travel, the New York Central
Railroad recently distributed among
more than 5,000 patrons a pocket-size
booklet of 60 questions requesting their
frank opinions on a number of subjects
of manifest interest, such as seating
comfort, air-conditioning, tighting,
smoking, etc.

The idea behind the questionnaire
was to learn the regular passengers’
views on what they would expect on
the ‘‘ Post-War Railroad Coach .’ and
a tabulation of the replies revealed
that the New York Central’s cus-
tomers are generally well content with
the present cars.

It is interesting to note, however,
that there was a distinct difference
between men and women on their
major desires in railway comfort, the
men declaring that air-conditioning is
the most important feature of travel
ease, whereas the ladies found that
their conception of travel happiness is
a comfortable seat, mostly all plumping
for a separate lean-back seat, as is now
common on the more important Ameri-
can trains. As regards air-condition-
ing, the opinion was almost unanimous
for the present temperature of 75 deg-
rees to be lowered only in extremely
hot weather.

On the subject of smoking in rail-
way cars, the 5,000 replies from both
smoking and non-smoking members of
both sexes affirmed the desire of a
large majority that smoking in the
coaches be strictly confined to the
smoking accommodation provided.

Another illuminating revelation was
that four out of five passengers found
that present timetables admirably suited
their convenience, whilst 66 per cent.
of those questioned declared against
any increase in present-day speeds.

|
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AN AMERICAN
NEWSPAPER MAN
IS GRATEFUL

NE of the warm admirers

Victorian Railways is Mr. _

B. Sebring Junr. of the?
York ¢ Herald Tribune.” Whe=
Sebring was in Australia two vez:
a friend made him a present of z
garoo skin. It was forwarded :
in Melbourne, but as he had 2=
departed north the skin came =
the care of the Claims Divisios
was then found that if it were
sent on to Mr. Sebring it would
to be tanned.

Mr. Sebring forwarded 10
the tanning costs, but the firm to =%
the work was offered declared :
would cost much more than
As a gesture of gratitude and frs
liness, however, to the represess
of the United States it agreed t
10/~ for the job. Mr. Sebring_
impressed by the generosity of «
body concerned that he forw=
another (1 which was contn
to the V.R. Patriotic Fund.

In a recent letter to Mr.
Fankhauser, Claims Agent, M
bring again records his thani
the courtesy he received :

“I found the skm all wrappet
just as it came,” he says.
put it among my souvenir and
display to be shown at places whe
am to speak, and at appropriate ©
I shall tell the story of how a
railway company could take tims

to do a little favour of this ki=d
someone it didn't even know”.

a

V.R. CONTRIBUTIONS TO %
VETERANS® HOME APPE

HE Committee of the

Patriotic Fund was res
asked by the Iord !
(Sir Thomas Nettlefold)

tribute to the War Veterans'
Appeal—a handsome scheme

provision of cottages for veus
of both the present and p:e
World Wars. Immediately

nising the value of an appeal ¢
kind in Victoria, the Corm=
handed Sir Thomas Nettle?
cheque for £500. Later on, whes

Honorary Secretary of the
Patriotic Fund was visiting
to attend the annual meeting

focal Auxiliary, the question of ==

ditional contribution to this
charity was discussed and =
decided by that Auxiliary to

tribute £300.

Wholly set up and printed in Az
at the Victorian Railways Printing ¥
T.aurens Street, North Melbourne, f=
Publishers, The Victorian Railways
missioners,
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THE VICTORIAN RAILWAYS NEWS LETTER

May. =

SIR HAROLD CLAPP'S REPORT ON UNIFICATION OF GAUGES (continued)

waggons, and over 100 different types
of locomotives, which vary widely in
design and operating efficiency even
when intended for similar service.
It is contended that standardisation
would vastly simplify and cheapen
design, tooling and production, reduce
the holdings of spare parts, and lead to
considerable economies in mainten-
ance costs. Central engineering de-
signing and laboratory staffs are sug-
gested.

Many aspects of railway policy
are involved in the references to
modernisation, and a summary of
Sir Harold’s comments, under various
headings, is given hereunder.

Scientific Advances.

The enormous advances in en-
gineering science and production under
the stimulus of the present war have
opened up a most promising field for
the use of new materials to give
better or more efficient service. These
should be exploited to the full if the rail-
ways are to reap the maximum ad-
vantages. Constant research and
experiment costing millions of pounds
on improvements to bridges, signals,
locomotives, rolling stock, etc., are
continuously taking place in the rail-
way systems of Great Britain and the
United States of America. The best
results, however, demand that equip-
ment and operating procedures be
standardised, and more important still
that their effective use be not curtailed
by the arbitrary limits imposed by
existing State boundaries.

Train Speeds.

Developments in air, sea and road
transport indicate clearly that if the rail-
ways are to hold their place in the post-
war world, it is imperative that both
passenger and freight train speeds
be increased, particularly on Interstate
and Jong Intra-State routes. Stand-
ardisation will undoubtedly facilitate
the establishment of faster *‘ through ”
schedules for both passenger and freight
services between the respective capital
cities and between such cities and
their important country centres.

Travel Comfort.

All inter-capital and long distance
Intra-State trains should be air-
conditioned to prevent the entry of
smoke, dust and grit, and to ensure
quietness, adequate ventilation and
cleanliness ; and that up-to-date buf-
fet car service should be provided.
Car interiors should also be made
attractive by the use of special light-
weight materials, comfortable seating,
streamlined interior design, and modern
shadowless lighting.

Modern Operating Methods.

Greater use should be made of
electric traction on dense traffic routes,
and modern power signalling and in-

stallations and power operated points
should be provided.

The Diesel-electric  locomotive,
which has many advantages, has proved
itself a successful rival of the steam
locomotive in several phases of railway
operation, and has also become a strong
competitor with electrification de-
velopment of main lines. Such
locomotives could be operated with
great advantage on some Australian
lines, such as the Trans-Contin-
ental railway and the proposed Darwin-
Queensland line, as the haulage of coal
and water would be unnecessary.
In the case of the Trans-Continental
line, water treatment plants could be
eliminated.  Diesel-electric shunting
engines have abundantly demonstrated
their suitability for busy shunting
yards and passenger terminals, where
they can be worked for approximately
72 hours without refueling.

In the United States of America,
Canada and Mexico, the control of
safety standards is regarded as of such
vital importance to safe operation
that ail railways and private rail car
operators have established one con-
trolling authority, known as the
Association of American Railroads, to
handle these matters.

Developmental Value of Scheme.

The view is expressed that the pro-
posed standard gauge lines to connect
the Northern Territory with the
Eastern portion of Australia ‘‘ should
have been carried out years ago in the
national interests.” The defence
aspect is, of course, paramount, but
Sir Harold unequivocally expresses
the opinion that this portion of the
scheme can be justified on other
grounds.

The Northern Territory will never
enjoy any real development unless con-
nected by rail with the Eastern States,
and such a line would greatly benefit
the pastoral industry. The logical
route is across the Barkly Tableland,
which has an assured and plentiful
rainfall as well as bore water, and large
areas of which, along with other
portions of the Northern Territory,
can be converted to sheep raising.
The railway would enable cattle for
meat production to be disposed of at
least a vyear earlier than is generally
now possible, saving time, labour
and the cost of droving and agistment.
The beasts must now be held till a
more mature age to fit them for a
long journey on the hoof of upwards of
1,000 miles, during which they lose
so much condition that they have to
be retained for lengthy periods in the
fattening areas before they are suitable
for marketing. Queensland  would
gain increased business from the link
between the Northern Territory and
Townsville, which would bring fat
stock direct to the meat works on the
Queensland coast.

‘The route suggested for the Ques
land section of the line trav
better country, and would lead to ma
greater development than the mw
westerly route proposed in ead
years.

The construction of the Charlewl
Blackall line would give Queensis
and the Commonwealth a straw
defence line, a pastoral railway, i
ance against drought, substan
closer settlement, not only in the =
served, but also in adjoining a:
additional permanent and tempc
employment, and greater security w
improved social conditions in the
Central West.

Another economic factor in
standardisation of gauges is the
version of the Port Pirie-Broken
line, which would shorten the distes
between Perth and Sydney by :
miles. This would not only cons
advantages in defence transport, bo
case of emergency, would enable mu
of the iron ore now sent by sea =
Whyalla to be over-landed from &
Pirie direct to Newcastle. Coal »
coke could be sent in the rews
direction from New South Wale
Adelatde and to Port Pirie with a «%
sea route to Whyalla by boat.

In the present war the exisis
of this link with reinforcemen:
rolling stock from New South W
would have been invaluable for =
ments of troops and military sups
and would have made the positam
troops in Western Australia less 3
carious.

National Qutlook.

Through Rating.

The report states that it was
experience of Great Britain and
United States of America that di
of railway gauges retarded
development, and that the adven:
unified gauge initiated an era o
creasing co-operation and a bre
national outlook which rapidly
down the; artificial barriers be
communities.

Associated with the scheme :
question of modifying the =
rates at State boundaries which =
exist as artificial barriers impe
the flow of goods to their nm
markets or ports. Freight rates o=
individual State railway syste=
Australia are normally based on w*
known as the tapering system, w
provides for a lower rate per =
mile the farther the goods are hs
In the case of inter-system
the tapering rate stops on the b
of the originating State, and for
ibly a short haul in the adjoining -
a much higher rate applies. The =3
advocates a system of through =
whereby the tapering rate will os
across the borders of the State =
ultimate destination of a consign=

{ Continued on page 3)
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WHAT THE BRITISH RAILWAYS HAVE DONE IN THE WAR

- Hospital,

| railwaymen

| and prominent

Activities of Ararat
Social Club.

HE Ararat Loco. Social Club
is entitled to a hearty round
of cheers for its excellent work

on behalf of various charities.
Started modestly in August, 1942,
with contributions from the fortnightly
pay envelopes, the Club has since
devised various cther means, such as
gymbkhanas, sports meetings and carni-
val balls, for helping the good cause.
To date it has raised about £1200,
the principal distributions being :—

£
Ararat Base Hospital ... 560
Railways Patriotic Fund . .. 169
Girls’ Friendship Club (an
A.LF. . .. 165
Prisoner of War Fund ... 156
Aust. Comforts Fund (Ararat
Branch) 72
Parcels for Soldiers (ex Loco.
Depot) . 50

Of the amount donated to the
£300 1s a cot endowment
in the Children’s section. The cot has
been named the ‘‘ Harry Blake Cot”
in memory of Pilot Officer H. Blake
who has been killed 1n action. Prior to
enlistment in 1940, Pilot Officer Blake,
who was 25 years of age, was a clerk
at the Ararat Loco. Depot. He joined

_the Department as a junior clerk at

Ararat 1n 1936.

At a happy, enjoyable social at the
Ararat Railways Institute some weeks
ago, Mr.F.J. Martin, District Rolling
Stock Superintendent, Geelong, pre-
sented the Vice-President of the
Ararat Hospital (Mr. G. Bell) with
two cheques, one for £158, being the
final endowment payment on the
‘“ Harry Blake Cot,” and the other,
for £90, the first payment towards
assisting the post-war job of rebuilding
the nurses’ quarters at the Hospital.

* % % %

Following on the lines of the en-
tertainment at the Annual V.R. In-
stitute Dinner, Seymour and Benalla
Patriotic Fund Committees have adopt-
ed a similar form of entertainment for
their respective centres. They recently
enlisted the aid of the General Secretary
{(Mr. W. E. Elliott) in the organisation
of two concerts, one at Benalla on
April 26, and the other at Seymour
on the following night.

These concerts, which were held in
the local Shire Hails, enabled local
and their friends to
renew the acquaintance of several
metropolitan artists, including Mr.
Tom Lockhead, Scottish entertainer,
figure at Sunday
afternoon entertainments for the Fight-
ing Forces at the Mlelbourne V.R.
Institute. Mr. Lockhead assisted Mr
Elliott in the organisation of these
events from which it is expected that
the local Patriotic Fund will benefit by
more than £100.

TATISTICS Relating to the

War Effort of the United

Kingdom ” is the title of a

booklet which includes some interesting

comments regarding the achievement

of the British Railways during the
vears of the war.

“In studying these statistics,” it
is explained, ¢ it should be remembered
that the vast organisation of the British
economy which the figures show
has been carried through in par-
ticularly difhcult living and working
conditions. For five years men and
women have lived and worked under
complete black-out. Family life has
been broken up, not only by the
withdrawal of men and women to the
Services, but by evacuation and billet-
ing. Production has been made more
difficult by the dispersal of factories
to frustrate the air attacks of the enemy,
and by the need for training new labour
to unaccustomed tasks. There have been
two long periods when work was carried
on under constant and severe air
attacks. Since 1940, 1} million men
have given their limited spare time,
after long hours of work, for duty in the
Home Guard. Most other adult male
civilians and many women have per-
formed part-time Civil Defence and
Fire Guard duties out of working
hours.”

Regarding the railway position in
Britain during the war, it is stated that
there has been an increase of about
10 per cent. in the total number of
passenger journeys. To a considerable
extent this rise has been caused by the
increased travelling of members of the
British Forces and the large number of
American and other Allied Forces
stationed in the United Kingdom.

The average length of journeys
bas increased so that the number of
passenger-miles 1s estimated to have
risen by about 60 per cent. The
facilities for carrying this increased
traffic could not be provided during
the war, and, in fact, there has been a
reduction in the number of passenger
trains running as well as the withdrawal
of many long-distance trains. As a
result the number of passenger train
miles is now 30 per cent. below the pre-
war level, and the average load carried
by passenger trains is 125 per cent.
greater than before the war.

In a striking table it is shown that
where the number of loaded train
miles in passenger services had dropped
from an average of 268 millions in
pre-war years to 194 millions in 1943,
the total number of journeys over the
same period had increased from 1,177
millions to 1,268 millions.

Increased transport for essential
war purposes had been responsible for
the reduction in passenger rail facilities.
Furthermore, the strain on the railway
system had been greatly increased
by the diversion of shipping from

§
\
|
|

London and the South and East C
ports.

Also, since the beginning of the =
the tonnage of freight carried bs
railways, and the average length of »
have both increased. Measured b
ton miles the work of the railwavs
increased by about 40 per cent.

The following table reveals
growth of freight train traffic
British main line railways up to 194:

Originztms
Tonna
Merchar
Loaded Minen
Train Coal, C
Miles etc.—T
Millions in milk
tons
1935-38 120 268.2

Average

1939 124 284 .3
1940 133 2892
1941 131 283.2
1942 135 291.¢
1943 135 2972

In the ¢ Road ” section it is ¢
that ‘‘ the total number of private
licensed has fallen from 2 millice
August, 1939, to 700,000 at the be
ning of 1944, and their use has
restricted to essential purposes. -
amount of motor spirit used for p-
cars is now only about one-ey
of what it was before the war.

““ At the outbreak of war a
allowance of motor spirit was =
available to all private car o=
to which was added a supplemess
ration for essential purposes. In
the unconditional ration of =
spirit was abolished and contre
obtained over the use of all
issued. Apart from saving fue!
step was taken to conserve ru
which became in short supply aft=
loss of Malaya and the Dutch
Indies.”

DEATH OF CAPTAIN W. S.
REDPATH.
HE ““News Letter” =
I regrets to report the dest
Heidelberg Military Hous
of Captain W. S. Redpath, a rz==
man with a long and valuable m
record who did fine work =
amenities officer smoothing ou:
the utmost sympathy and tact. -
domestic difficulties for men
A.LF.

Captain Redpath, who w=
years of age, served for 3% year
the First A.I.F. and )omed the
Battalion of the A.M.F. in 192+
became an area officer in 1942 =
April, 1944, he was appointed =
post of amenities officer.

Wholly set up and printed in A=
at the Victorian Railways Printing °
Laurens Street, North Melbourne, &
Publishers, The Victorian Railways
missioners.
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THE VICTORIAN RAILWAYS NEWS LETTER

Fling Officer J. T. Byrne, have been decorated with the D.F.C, whilst we have also Flying Officer
K. A. Richards, just learned tha_t,' during the siege of Tobruk, Major Thurman was A. H. Drew
D.F.C. and Bar. awarded the Military Medal. B.E.C. and B
Flying Officer Richards is a son of | he has evinced the greatest keenness | ‘“ Tobruk” written by the A.E

Mr. J. A. Richards, S.M. at Warragul,
and a former junior clerk in the Secre-
tary’s Branch, Spencer Street Head
Office. He has been previously men-
tioned in the ‘‘ News Letter,” particu-
larly for his accurate bombing of ships
off the Jugo.~Slav. Coast and for his
cool audacious attack with others
on the big Pescara Dam in Italy, the
consequence of which was the destruc-
tion of the sluice gates and a vast
flooding of the surrounding country.

More recently he has been con-
spicuous in other difficult operations,
and official appreciation is shown not
only by the receipt of a bar to his
D.F.C. but also by his appointment
to the responsible post of Acting C.O.
of an all-Australian Mustang Squadron.

Flying Officer Drew, whois the eld-

est son of Mr. C. 'T. Drew, a member
of the Way and Works Staff Office,
and the second in the family to be
decorated (another brother, Corporal
R. A. Drew of the 37/52nd Infantry
Battalion, has won the D.C.M.), has
enhanced his fine record on the
Western front. The citation referring
to the award of a bar to his D.F.C.
states baldly but informatively that
‘“ Since the award of the Distinguished
Flying Cross, Flying Officer Drew
has participated in many operational
sorties, including attacks against such
heavily defended and important targets
as Stuttgart, Cologne and Duisberg.
Throughout he has continued to
| display outstanding skill and initiative
which combined with his high courage
and unfailing devotion to duty have
been most praiseworthy.”
The official citat-
- ion regarding Flving
Officer Courtis reads
as follows :—

‘“ Flying Officer
Courtis has comple-
ted numerous opera-
tions against the en-
emy in the course of
which he has invar-
iably displayed the
utmost fortitude,
courage and devot-
ion to duty.”

As regards Flying Officer Byrne
the citation states :—

““During his operational career,
i Flying Officer Byrne has completed a
large number of sorties. At all times

Flying Officer
W. R. Courtis, D.F.C.

and efficiency. A cool and determined
gunner he has played no small part
in the successes achieved by his crew.”

Flying Officer Courtis, who is 29
years of age, is the second member of
the staff of a small section in the
Accountancy Branch at the Head
Office to win the D.F.C. The other
was Flying Officer Kearney, D.F.C,,

mentioned in the ‘‘News Letter”
in November, 1943. Flying Officer
Courtis enlisted in the R.AAF.

in 1941, and after serving at Milne Bay
for about 14 months, he was sent over-
seas for further important service.
He entered the Department as a junior
Clerk in 1933.

Flying Officer ].
T. Byrne, who was
26 last month, was a
Clerk in the West
Footscray Goods
Shed when he en-
Listed 1n 1941, He
has had wide exper-
ience in bomber op-
erations. After train-
ing in Australia he
was sent to Egypt in
1941, and started
tactical bombing
with the Sth Army in the following
year. He went through North Africa,
Molta, Sicily and Italy, and early in
1944 went to England on instructional
duty.

Major E. B. Thurman, M.M,, enlisted
in June, 1940, as a private, sailed for the
Middle East as Sergeant in November
of the same vear, and was one of the
gallant Australians who for so long
held the fort at Tobruk. It was there
that he won the Military Medal, and
we can do no better than quote the
official citation referring to that award :

¢ At Tobruk after his platoon com-
mander, Lieutenant Grey, was lost,
Sergeant Thurman took over command.
Following heavy divebombing attack on
April 30th, the enemy put down an
artillery barrage lasting 4 hours.

‘*“ Throughout this period Sergeant
Thurman showed conspicuous bravery
and leadership, and so inspired men
under him that the post was able to
hold out against what often appeared
to be overwhelming opposition.”

To that tribute may be added a
brief, but highly complimentary refer-
ence to his bravery in thatstriking book

Fiying Officer
J. T. Byrne, D.F.C.

GALLANT SERVICE BY V.R. MEN
WINS FURTHER DECORATIONS

T gives the “ Mcws Lefter ” great pleasure to record that two
I gallant young airmen, Flying Officers K. A. Richards and A. H.
Drew, have again been officially noticed for exceptional service
and have received bars to their D.F.C.s.
young and valiant V.R. men, Flying Officers W. R. Courtis and

In addition, two other

War Correspondent, Chester Wilman

Following Tob-
ruk, Sergeant Thur-
man was promoted
to Lieutenant. He

became a Captain in
1943 and Major last

vear. He is now
serving in  MNew
Guinea.

He joined the V.R.

Service in 1935, and Major

on enlistment was a

. . E. B. Thurman. &
Fireman in the Roll-
ing Stock Branch. He is 32 year

age.

V.R. SOLDIER’S
REMARKABLE ESC

ET us here commend the cou
and toughness of Private 1.
Matthews of the 2/2 Pions

2nd A.LF., who was captured b-
Japanese in 1941, and had the u-
experience of surviving when
transport carrying him and
unfortunate prisoners of Japan =
torpedoed and sunk by an Ames
submarine.

The Jap. transport was torpe:
in September last year, and for z .
time Private Matthews was p
‘“missing 7’ and ultimately gives
for dead. News of his remaris
escape—which he has yet to cdew
came from the Minister for the =
and was confirmed by the Internz:
Red Cross. He is still a prisons
Tokio.

Private Matthews, who 1s 33 ve
age, enlisted in the 2/2 Pioneers in !
and left for stirring events in =
He was transferred to Java in 1942
after being taken prisoner was enus
with other prisoners working o=
Burma Railway for the Japanese

In theDepartment he was a F
at Flinders Street and played &
football and cricket with V.R.I. t==
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POPULAR SIGNAL
SUPERVISOR RETIRES

THERE was a great gathering of
over 100 friends from all

Branches when Mr. A. E. Porter,
Signal and Telegraph Supervisor,
retired last menth. Mr. W. Forrest,
Signal and Telegraph Engineer, was
Chairman of the proceedings, and in a
happy speech made reference to the
outstanding qualities of Mr. Porter.
He was warmly supported by his
second in command, Mr. C. B. Young,
and by other speakers, and the guest was
overwhelmed when on top of the
speeches he was presented with a well-
filled wailet of notes.

Mr. Porter, who had completed
50 years and 5 months’ service, entered
the Department as a supernumerary
in December, 1894. Later he became
an Apprentice Instrument Maker in
the Telegraph Workshops, Spencer
Street, and in 1899 the Commissioners
agreed that his apprenticeship should
commence from the date of his joining
the railways in 1894,

After being stationed at Flinders
Street station where the traffic at the
time was accommodated on four or
five lines, he was transferred to the
country, where he assisted in installing
electric staff instruments. He was
electrical Fitter-in-Charge at Seymour
and other districts and became Fore-
man at Flinders Street in 1918. He
subsequently rose through several
supervising jobs to his final post of Sig-
nal and Telegraph Supervisor, which
he attained in 1936.

Mr. Porter, who enjoys life to the
full, is extremely fond of swimming
and fishing. Another of his early
hobbies was amateur acting. He was
a member of the old Dagonet Society
and appeared in several shows pre-
sented at Williamstown and Footscray.
But his greatest thrill as an actor was
to appear in small parts with Bland
Holt and Dan Barry, when those two
well-remembered actor-managers were

| the Kings of Melodrama in the Mel-

bourne theatrical world.

““N. C. HARRIS ” PRIZE—
EXAMINATION RESULTS.

THE results of the ‘“N. C. Harris "
Special Prize Examination held on
March 7 Iast in Station Accounts and
Management, Safeworking, Engine
Working and Westinghouse Brake, and
in Permanent Way Construction and
Miaintenance, are s follows —
‘“ A’ Division—Station Accounts and
Management.
W. J. Richards, Porter, South
Yarra.
“B” Division—Safeworking.
F. J. Blencoe, Clerk, Melbourne
Yard.
“ C " Division—Engine Working and
Westinghouse BErake,
H. J. Dixon, Fitter and Turner,
Ararat.
‘“D” Division—Permanent Way
Construction and Maintenance.
H. S. Bullen, Werks Sub-Fore-
man, Mangalore.

The V.R.’s Champion Grower of

Chrysanthemums Wins Again

AST October the ‘“ News Let-
ter” made ‘a brief, compli-
mentary reference to an Electric

Train Driver Mr. B. Hubbard, whose
patience and skill in the production
of magnificent chrysenthemum blooms
has earned over 200 prizes.

In the season mentioned in that
reference, Mr. Hubbard had won 24 first
prizes. In the season just closed he is
again conspicuous with a record of 2
Championships, 10 First and 7 Sec-
onds, secured at the Royal Horticul-
tural Society’s Show in the Melbourne
‘Town Hball on April 26 and 27, and
subsequently at the Brunswick and
Box Hill Shows. At the Show in the
Melbourne Town Hall he secured for
the third time (the previous occasions
were in the years 1942 and 1944)
the Blue Ribbon for the best bloom
in the Show—a magnificent William
Turner white chrysanthemum which
was the admiration of all who saw it.

Mr. Hubbard regularly delivers
lectures on his favourite subject and can
be heard for a couple of hours once a
month at the Victorian Railways Insti-
tute, Flinders Street. Any gardeners who
desire to hear these lectures can secure
full perticulars from the Secretary
of the Institute, Flinders Street Station,
or the Secretary of the Royal Horti-
cultural Society, 27 Little Bourke
Street, Melbourne.

The value of these lectures has been
widely demonstrated. Amateurs who
have regularly and attentively listened
to Mr. Hubbard have won prizes in
open competition at various shows
and 1t was in recognition of the value
of his “‘talks” that he received
recently from his grateful students
a handsome silver tray. The presen-
tation was made to the accompani-
ment of warm appreciative words by
Cr. W. J. Brens, Chairman of the
Parks and Gardens Committee of the
Melbourne City Council, who is also
Vice-President of the Royal Horti-
cultural Society.

Gocd War Record of Lieut.
A.DX. Sullivan
active service

NLISTING for
E soon after the declaration of war
in 1939, Lieutenant A. D. K.
Sullivan is another railway man whose
patriotism and courage have won him
promotion in the field.

A repairer in the Way and Works
Branch on enlistment, he embarked as
aprivate in April, 1940. Twelve months
later he had three stripes and he be-
came a Warrant Officer 2nd Class
early in 1942. He received his com-
mission in February last vear.

He has seen service in the Middle
East and Syria and since his return in
1942 he has been actively engaged in
New Guinea.

QOur congratulations and thanks !

Ararat Accident Revez
Value Of First Aid

N the Ararat Loco. Yard reces
Driver P. Farrelly was accice
struck by 2 rail motor and

tained severe injuries to his left I

On being informed, Mr. R. °
(a member of the Ararat No. 1
bulance Corps) who was the D
of the rail motor, made an examir:
of the injured man and found :
spurting from an artery. He
mediately applied digital pressu-e
the femoral artery at the groin, z
the same time sent Fireman H
Fitch to secure a doctor, ambu
and further assistance.

Mr. A. Jamieson, Superintes
of the No. 2 Ambulance Corps
Fireman Corbett, who was the b
of a St. John Ambulance Cert:=
were quickly on the scene.
Jamieson immediately applied a o
quet on the femoral artery (whil
digital pressure was still being he.
Mr. West) and then with the =
ance of the others, cleaned, c¢-
and securely bandaged the wouzs
prevent further haemorrhage.

Dr. ¥. C. de Crespigny, wt
tended the injured man at the A
Hospital, stated that if the o=
had not received expert Firs:
treatment, he would have died
loss of blood. This accident oncs
demonstrates the value of First A
which every railwayman should -
good knowledge.

A Former V.R. Man W
Literary Success
LITERARY sense develor=
A the terrors of T'obruk has &
honor and reward to Corp
Rutherford, formerly employed =
Melbourne Goods Shed.

Enlisting in a Field Ambul=
June, 1940, he saiied abroad in ¢
of the same year and served in |
twice, including 6 months of
After returning to Australia ==
further heavy weather at Mil-
Buna, Sanananda, the Markhs
Ramu Valleys in New Guinez

He started writing in ~
but it was during the New
campaign that his graphicallv
stories and articles caught the a==
of the Melbourne *‘ Herald.
published his ““Lik Lik I
‘“ Ramu Valley Ferry Bus” z-
Question of Time.”

He has since contributed
fully to the 3ydney ‘Sun,”
tralian Women’s Weekly,”
Life,” and the ‘“Western
(Perth), but his greatest perf
was to win Second Prize with ©
‘“ Airborne to Nadzab ” in the
Christmas book, ¢ Jungle Wzu

Wholly set up and printed in .
at the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens Street, North Melbourne
Publishers, The Victorian Railwam
missioners.




suIsno) Y ‘M *¥qT Pel
NV
WRYHOIM ‘H °N ‘39T pel ! 3Iemaig
f 191D Cauf fsefogdN d “d 91D
Ul 1Az Y D YALNIV
ATV

SININLSTINA

‘eifensny Jo ilodsuery pue[ arning
Yl ul anfea 9[qe[NI[EOUl JO SIYIUIq
Suipugisino I9Ju0d [[iM Ynsal SN
121 Bunyiom ur Ayorjduwrs 1938913 9y}
pue mala jo jurod 2139IB1S B WOIY UOY]
-BZIPIBPULIS ‘AABIY 3SOO 9Y3l PuUEB 18213
9q i Inoqgej JERIUL dY3 ISpIYM Ing
‘uonyeziplepuess Aq pajussaid swsjqoid
AuBll oY) JO 9wI0S A[UO I8 3S9Y ],

*gur
-peo[ apis pue pud poq 1o paddinbs
3g 03 SYONI) JO I3qUINU B JOJ AIBS$I09U
3Q 1M 31 9SEO SIUl Ul SWAISAS [[B JO
SPIsu Y1 193W O, "NONN Y3 JO °pIs
a1 wo1y doays peojun PuB PBO] SIE A
AN0G MIN] PUB BIJOIOTA 3ng "UlAlIp
3q Aew deays jo soquinu 931e[ B YoTYm
ojul 9ol FuO] B $9W009q ‘uado s1oop
a1 [[e yim pue ‘paddimba snyj syoniy
JO QU] Y YOnIlr 9Y3 JO pud ydes
01 Pa1Y s100p Yiim onay dasys e asn
ur sey ‘oidwexo 10j ‘eljeuisny {inog
‘pAD 9q osje Aew syonn dIvyg

‘UITH-MO[[2] SIY UYIIM SUOIIB[aJ
s1g ur Addey 29 o031 ST 3y Jr 3Aeq
3snwr 2Aorduwra AI3A2 Yorgm 392dsag
-3[@S ag3 5402353p 3T ‘d01AJI3S Y3 JO
wonyeindaa gy woay jiedy -ajqe
-SNOX2uI ST 31 se pyydis-pIoys se
ST Aeme 31 BIn) [[IM jeyl 1onpuo)d)
323 ued 2M SSAUISNG 243 [J@ PR
03 3u103 34® 2M peLIYE SIWT) Y] U]
«jorede 213yl 03 J2A2U (M J,,
: sAemyrea ag) Jo Aes a1doad aaey
03} paiojje joumed Arduris 2,

‘U0IIBUIWIA]P
3MIN T YA PIDOII00 2q ued
puiy 243 jo Jnoiaeyaq 2jqedaide
-SIp ‘@smed Y] JAAJ'YM Ing ‘3I[qT
~suodsal 2q Aewi  peay p2[ams ,,
Apiews 30 ‘@duerouldr  ‘AIJom
‘ISIX? S0P 3T ‘2I2Y} pue 13y 9ng
‘mWAeM[IeS  URIIOINIA U jpnej
daes e ‘Apiddeyq ‘st £s33Inodsi(g

*31oNpuod
STy £q podpn{ ST JUdWIYSI[GEIS
aroym 273 3nq radnd 2y} U32q 34eyY
Aew yye)s 23ae] e 3s3uowe dbojdwa
YSIIngo au() °ssaursnqg Aue jsuiede
p232J0 2q Ued jBUl WSIONLID AN
-OnJ1SIP 1SOW Y7 ST, [AII[IAID
I})

328 wa2ad jou pnod> | ‘urede
¢ " " T INIVDV ddAIN

d0e]d 3ey) 03 03 12420 TIIM

yona] da2ygg jo 2dLy 2uQ

odfy 19A9]
doip paprs-auo 9yl jJo sadejueape
usaoxd ay3 yo ads ul ‘o[orysa oy Jo
apIs 1ay3lo w0y pateiado 9q ued Yorym
2d£3 [99ym B o [[1M 9)eIq plepuels ay)
38yl paside useq sey 3] -pardope aq
0] 9ABY pInom a¥eIqpuey Jo sadA) omy
ueyl 2I0W jJou ‘Y2015 Jurfjor jo afueyds
-191Ul 9y} PUE UOLEBZIPIEPUEBIS YIIAN
*SI9)UNYS UMO §11 0] IBI[ILUE] YOBI ‘UoTn}
-grodo UT o¥eIgpURY JO SWIOJ SNOLIBA
9Ig 210U} $91BIS JULILHIP U] "IYeIq
-puey Sy3 st [1e3ap jo J913ew juesrodwit

332 0] SUOYEPUIWUIO0IIF JIPIW T 27,

Awry 213 yim sa2a3e pyoey Jig

-puejs 3y} JOJ SUOHBPULT W04 Ss1q pa[ie1ap seyq ddej) pjorey 1§ ,
p3gsiqnd sem goigm Jo AJRWIWINS B QU2WITIA0L Hljeamuowuwio)) 27) 03 3rodax 2a1suag2adwod sy N

}003Q SUI[0Y JO UONRZIPIBPULIS SIAJOAU]
SHONVD AVAVIIVE JO NOLLVZIQIVANV.LS

sug -sa18oq jo Jureds pue ‘Ypim
pue y3us) 1ysey 01 sB 0015 Jul[jol
JO SUOISUIWIP WNUWIXEW Y} UO JuaW
-9213e Aq poaadryde A[ie[nonied ueaq
sey ssai301d 9]qeIOPISUOD pueB ‘Yo03S
Bur[o1 30 uoyezipiepuels 9yl uo soe[d
usyel Apeaije SeY UOISSNOSIP UYonjAl
‘SUIlsAs [[g 10y sjied
piepueis Jo uondope oy3 sI uonunjos
A[uo 2y pue JNOYNP 9q pinom 9e1g
I9Y10UB Ul Taym SI[OIYaa JO Jurdiaros
1dwoad oy ‘s20UBISWINDIID 983Y) U]
'§9181§ J1ay3o Y3 [[®
ur pasn sad43 ayi [|g JO $}0038 L1180 O3

"000°000°167 3noqe yo 2anjrpusdsxa
ue 2A[0oAUr 1M (sAemyrex 23neS pevoJq UBIIOIITA JO UOISIATOD [[n} 3uIpnydul) sjuadwaiimbas o1dajens
*sAem[res 10j 23n31Isqns o SI 21273 ‘sjuawraainbag [errdjew
1273 pue sdooa) jo pue] AQ S)UWA0W SSRWX JOJ JeY} Jea 3102s21d 2(] JO 20Udtsadxd 2y} $I55243)S OS[e d9H
‘eI[RIISNY JO A11INd3s 2y} 03 AJISS202UT AJEII[I3 B ST UOHeZIPILPUR)S JO 2INSLIW [BIITEBISqNS € Jey) MmaL
*BIJRIISNY JO 3UATIITOD 273 Inoydnoay) sadned Aemjrex yo wopezipie
123397 SM3IN ,, JO 2NSST JUDAx € UY I

WAISAS YoBD J0J AIBSSIDIU 3G P[NO &
‘U0 MIU B JOJ SHIIM 11BM 03 9aRY 138
912G JUBISIP B Ul USUYM JUIWSOM
ordwits g 3urnnbax ojo1yoa e ‘syzed
JO udISep UMO S)I pPBY WIISAS W
JI o9 ‘sSunrds ‘soyxe pue sl
‘$9$SBIQ PUE SIX0Q X8 ‘SH00[q e 4
sajdwexo se oye) Aew am ‘s11ed Burm
9ziplepuels 03 peau ayl Juyanoj
‘parjdde usaq sey aM

‘ui-§g “1j-4 B 9I9ym eI[BIISOY JO
Aue jsowe 0} aAO0W 0} 9[qe aq
s9[o1qaa (e A[eonorid 18y} OS pa
-1319p U93q 2ABY {201s SuI[[OI JO &
-USWIP WNWIXEW pUe 039 ‘Sulcs
‘sa8p1iq ‘sppuunl JO SUOISUIWIP
-ut Supuaseidar $a3ned aInionuc
*o8swep 10 Ipas

105[qns asoyy Ajjeroadss ‘sjaed [ieias
ufisop oY) pue suorsUdWIp Iofew
1oodsar yum poq “soors Julfjoa 2z
-puels 03 AIBSSIDIU 9 ‘9SINOD JO
31 ‘uonezipiepuels 28ned Jo sy
wnwixew 3yl uieiqo 03 I9pi0 o

*§203}§ 3UI[[OY JO UOIIEZIPIEpw

-sny Inoy3noiyy 901a39s JO sadi
10J USAJ[S O} SIATIOWIOIO0] AU JO §28
JUSIRJIP JO I2qUINU Y} W] 01 p3
(sura1sis y{e Sunuasaidel) 9oUIIM
SI2UOISSTWWIOY) Yl 38Ul SI9Y P
2q p[noys 31 pue ‘ssuiSus Sunu
0L pue spoo8 g ‘¥eduassed
«d,, 06 °opnpurl s paplaocic
0} SIAII0WIODO[ WIBIS MAN "Sia
pue sIcjow [l Qf puk  ‘suc
yuel 9jeald gz1 ‘suodem (QQ‘L] =
‘suer 7, 97§ ‘(9d&y 9130q)
pue S1BD $£G6‘] ‘SIAIIOWOD0] Ol
7] ‘SPATIOWIOD0[ WIE)S UBLIOIDIA
Bunsixa 2yj JO (QE JO UOISISAUOD
S[IEJUS QUWIAYOS SY3 ‘SIIun }o03s Su
PUE S2ATI0WOJ0] M3aU JO IeqUinu =
B JO UONONIISUOD Y3 0} UONIppE ©
-s183k 7 ul pa3a[dwioo 9g pjnoys ‘sia
-siuwo)) Y3 4q pasodoid se erics
ul UolsIzAuUCD JO YI0Mm dJoyMm oyj

'SL[ ‘ON dnssy

SeLL L'l SANGIN

SABRM[I®Y URLIOIDIA Y]

SE6T ‘X1




THE VICTORIAN RAILWAYS NEWS LETTER Fuly

COMMITTEE TO EXAMINE WATER USED

LTHOUGH some of the water used for locomotives in country
districts is excellent, particularly in the North East, there are other
places in the State where it contains a large amount of solids in

suspension or minerals in solution.

The water used for locomotives is

obtained from many different sources, such as large reservoirs feeding
city supplies, direct from rivers, from storages filled by running water
through channels, from bores, and from excavated dams with relatively

small catchment areas.

Large reservoirs feeding through
pipe lines supply water of good quality
free from solids, but in certain cases,
notably in the Mallee districts, water
which is of good quality at the source
of supply is contaminated whilst
passing along earthern channels and
also whilst standing in its final storage.
Evaporation and salt seepage play a
large part in raising the salt con-
centration in storages, a typical example
being Hopetoun, where the solid is
30 grains per gallon when the storage
is filled and rises to 140 grains per
gallon towards the end of summer.

River water is usually good, but
water pumped from bores is invariably
bad, being heavily charged with scale-
forming salts.

Certain stations such as Diapur
and Derrinallum have railway dams,
but, because of the nature of the catch-
ment area, the water at these two
places is heavily charged with very
small particles of clay, which remain
in suspension whilst in the dam but
when the water is used in a locomotive
boiler the clay separates out, forming
an insulating layer on the firebox
plates. This prevents proper heat
transfer from the fire to the water,
thus causing overheating of the plates
and reducing the steam producing
capacity of the boiler.

The corrosive and scale-forming
action of waters containing high con-
centrations of mineral salts, though
always present, becomes aggravated
during dry spells such as that just
passed through, when alternative sup-
plies are drawn upon and the salt
content increases in the normal water
storages.

The detrimental effect of bad water
on locomotive performance is so ex-
tensive that it has been decided that
an expert committee, consisting of
Mr. E. Connor (Engineer of Tests)
as chairman, Mr. G. Brown (Super-
intendent of Locomotive Maintenance)
and Mr. W. Stephen (Engineer of
Machinery and Water Supply), should
immediately investigate the most
effective means of improving quality.

It will be the Committee’s duty to
examine troublesome water supplies,
and to advise after each investigation
is completed as to prospects of im-
provement, where warranted, by
chemical or other treatment.

In the next issue of the News
Letter the effects of bad water on
locomotive performance will be dealt
with.

IN LOCOMOTIVES

Mr. C. H. Mabhy,

Woater Supply En-

gineer, Retires

R. C. H. MAHY, a widely
known and highly popular
engineer of the Water Supply

Division of the Way and Works Branch,
reached the retiring age last month.

He entered the Department as a
junior clerk in the Way and Works
Branch in June, 1898, and was steadily
enlarging his experience as an engineer-
ing student when the Boer War broke
out.

The call of military service was too
great to resist. He enlisted and de-
parted for South Africa as a private in
the 1st Victorian Infantry. He saw
active fighting at Belmont, Diamond
Hill, Johannesburg and other places
in Orange Free State and Cape Colony
under Loord Methuen, and later under
Lord Roberts and Lord Kitchener,
returning to Australia in January,
1901, and gaining the Queen’s medal
with five clasps.

In May, 1902, he left Australia as
a member of a contingent that travelled
to London to represent this continent
at the Coronation of Edward VII.

Resuming his studies at the
University he became an engineering
assistant in the Department. With
the ominous days of 1914, and Germany
seeking to dominate Europe, he was
restless once more and although in the
middle ‘‘thirties” he left Australia
as a Lieutenant with the 10th Field
Company of Engineers in 1916, He
came back unscathed, but wearing this
time the ribbon of the Military Cross,
which he won at Messines, and bring-
ing with him a fine record of gallantry
in action.

All his life he has been a vigorous
outdoor man. In his youth he was a
member of the Civil Services Rowing
Club, and played ruck in the Way
and Works Football team, another
member of which was the Hon. R. V.
Keane, the Minister for Trade and
Customs in the present Federal
Cabinet. Also, he was very handy
with the gloves. At the University in
1903 he entered, after some persuasion,
for the Heavy-weight Boxing Champion-
ship, and knocked out his opponent in
the second round.

INCREASED DEMAN
FOR MEALS ON
“SPIRIT OF PROGRESS

N the provision of meals, the <
car of ‘‘ Spirit of Progress
again broken all previous recws

For the 4 weeks ended june _
fewer than 6958 breakfasts were
vided on the ‘““up” journey, an:
the outward run from Melbour==
Albury, 5924 dinners were serves
The previous record was a o
6881 breakfasts for the 4 weeks ==
May 5, 1945, whilst over the
period 5756 passengers required ¢=
The demand for dinner on ** =
of Progress” requires no less
five sessions, viz., 6.40 p.m., 7.23 ;
8.10 p.m., 8.55 p.m. and 9.4{
In addition, a substantial numb&e
light refreshments are supplied

The increase in the numbe

dinners served is shown in the ¢
ing striking figures revealing the
average number of dinners pr
for the years 1939-1944 :—

Daily Aves
Year No. of Dir=s
1939 94
1940 100
1941 128
1942 133
1943 191
1944 198

To these figures might be adc-
postscript that for the 4 weeks ==
June 2, 1945, the daily averaps
211 dinners.

The increased number of =
has necessarily meant more w
the staff of the dining car, and
pleasure to record that the adc
demand on their labour has
cheerfully and capably met.

V.R. Control Mea
Help P.O.W. Fu

OUR years ago Train C

men at Spencer Street

Office decided to contribum
a week towards the Prisoner
Fund established by the Red C-
the purpose of providing co-
for prisoners of war in Europe

These generous contribution:
continued through the years,
dition to the regular fortnightly ¢
tions from pay envelopes to he
V.R. Patriotic Fund.

On the collapse of Germar
the resultant release of prisons
was decided to close the Fund =
is now the ‘‘ News Letter’s ”’ plew
to record that this small groo
railwaymen raised the substant:
of £190 4s. Congratulations
excellent achievement.!
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Bendigo Nth. Workshops
Have Subscribed £i0,000
to War Loans

HE employes of the Bendigo

I North Workshops have again

demonstrated their sense of

patriotic duty by contributing £2,610
to the last War Loan.

The number of subscribers was 146,

Cash applications numbered 52 for
bonds to the value of £1,550, whilst
94 employes took the opportunity of
securing bonds totalling £1,060 by
means of fortnightly deductions from
the pay envelopes.

The men in the Bendigo Work-
shops have now subscribed £10,000
to the past five War Loans—a fine
sustained effort by all concerned.

It is of interest to mention, by the
way, that the local Ordnance Factory
has also established a great record in
i this respect. In connection with the
last War Loan the Factory issued a
challenge to raise more per head than
the Workshops men, and beat the
Workshops” good performance by
raising £6,600—actually £8 4s. per
head. They also deserve warm con-
gratulations.

Notable First Aid
Exponent Retires

R. W. CRIPPS, leading hand

car cleaner, who retired on

June 8 last, was delighted by
the warm display of esteem on his
departure. Certainly he was over-
whelmed by gifts, for he received a
wallet of notes, a nutcracker, and a toy
model of a sleeping car made by one of
the car cleaners, the handing over of
the presents being preceded by a
neat little speech by Mr. H. Hom-
ersham, Foreman Car Builder in the
Shelter Shed, North Melbourne. The
sleeping car conductors also presented
1 him with a radiator and an electric
torch.

Mr. Cripps, who entered the
Department as a car cleaner in 1907,
% and became a leading car cleaner in
1924, was one of the outstanding expo-
nents of First Aid, in which he had
achieved an unusual record.

He passed 22 First Aid examinations
from May, 1922, and obtained his last
certificate in May 1945. In 1924 he
won the St. John’s Bronze Medallion.
In 1926 he received the Silver Effic-
jency Medal, and in the eighth year
he won the coveted Gold Life Medall-
ion.

He was a member of the Shelter
Shed First Aid Corps, which won the
Final in the Novice Corps events in
1924, and was subsequently super-
intendent of this Corps for 15 years.
Individually, he exhibited particular
skill which secured him a place in the
District Novice Individual Events on
several occasions.

RETIREMENT OF MESSRS.
E. WARREN AND R. ROUTLEY

R ERNEST (“ROCKY?")

WARREN, Signal Ganger in

the Department, received a
warm send-off by many good fellow
railwaymen when he retired last
month. It was an evening aftair in the
Board Room of Unity Hall, and in
addition to a programme of musical
and instrumental items, there was a
series of complimentary speeches by
Mr. W. Martin, State President of the
A.R.U., and other speakers, all testify-
ing to the personal character of the
retiring railwayman. At the end, he
was presented with a plump wallet of
notes.

Mr. Warren, who joined the De-
partment as a Repairer in 1908, and
subsequently passed through the jobs
of Skilled Laborer, and Assistant
Signal Adjuster, to the post of Signal
Ganger, which he reached in 1926,
was known throughout the service for
his big-heartedness and charity. No
reasonable request for help was ever
turned aside by ‘‘ Rocky” Warren.

In his leisure he will continue his
hobby of gardening, and will probably
add further to his record as a breeder
of Muscovy Ducks, to the succulence
of which fellow railwaymen refer in
the most enthusiastic terms !

2 ow *

R. RICHARD ROUTLEY, a

popular member of the Rolling

Stock Staff Office, Spencer
Street Head Office, had the honor of
a ‘““Newport Send Off” when he
retired recently. It is the practice at
Newport to applaud a retiring railway-
man by the music of steel on steel,
and Mr. Routley’s colleagues gave a
somewhat melodious imitation on cups
and glasses after Mr. H. L. Dickinson,
Chief Clerk of the Branch, supported
by Mr. O. Keating, head of the Staff
room, had presented the departing,
bashful veteran with 2 handsome
cheque.

Mr. Routley joined the Depart-
ment as a Supernumerary Lad Laborer
in 1896, and was appointed to the
permanent staff early in 1912. Hav-
ing passed an examination for em-
ployment on the clerical staff, he
worked for some time in the North
Melbourne Car and Wagon Shops.
After a period as timekeeper at the
Dudley Street Car Depot, he returned
to the Car and Wagon Shops and took
up duties in connection with the
Westinghouse brake records.

He entered the Rolling Stock Staff
Office in June, 1927.

As a young man he was conspicuous
in cricket and baseball. He was a
medium to fast bowler with the North
Melbourne club, and on one occasion
dismissed seven Fitzroy batsmen for
16 runs. He also played baseball for
over 10 years with North Melbourne
and Essendon clubs, and was con-
sidered one of the best bats in the
competition.

ANOTHER V. R. PATRIOT
RAFFLE IN AUGUST

‘ OMFORTS are few on Tarzius
wrote Corporal G. Daverzus
A.L.F, in a grateful notw

thanks for the receipt from the °
Patriotic Fund of one of its par
The young soldier, who encloses
souvenirs a packet of Japanese ¢
ette papers, and examples of
Dutch paper money which the er
is issuing in the part of the wor.
which he is fighting, knows onl:
well the thrill and pleasure of rece
the carefully packed eatables, cu
ettes and other comforts when
removed from civilization.

The above comment summ=
the messages we receive from
of our brave young railwaymen
are serving in various ways In
Pacific war, and it is imperative n
lessen the gifts that the V.R. Patr
Fund has been able to give to tw=
The Fund needs more and =
money, and it will welcome the
dition of further contributors to
revenue (it only means 6d. deduss
from every fortnightly pay). To =
vide further assistance it has
been decided that another raffle «
be launched. Tickets costing
each (2/- for a book of 5) shoul:
available for sale this month, anc *
usual handsome prizes will be
vided. 1st Prize is an open orce
the value of £100; 2nd an ordes
£20; 3rd an order for f10; an:
consolation open orders to the
of £1 each will also be pros
Tickets will be distributed as wus
as usual, and the raffle shoul<
drawn towards the end of Augus
early in September.

1

Pilot Officer W. G. L
Wins Attention

OLLEAGUES of W. G. L

formerly a clerk at Ben:

Loco., will be happy to
that through conspicuous ability i
R.A.A.F., he has gained a commu:
as Pilot Officer.

Pilot Officer Leed joined
R.AAF. in 1942, as an A.C.2,
when he subsequently left Ausc
he had reached the rank of Sercews
In England he was attached t
famous No. 10 Sunderland Squs
as a Wireless Air Gunner, an:
his record of 1,000 hours air ser
which he recently completed, are
periods spent in flying over
Atlantic and the Bay of Biscay 1=
hunt for submarines.

This brilliant airman, who |
the Department at Bendigo in !
is now doing a six months’ cours
an instructor in Scotland.

Wholly set up and printed in Aus
at the Victorian Railways Printing W e
Laurens Street, North Melbourne, for
Publishers, The Victorian Railways C
missioners.
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REMARKABLE EFFECTS OF BAD WATER
ON LCCOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE

all solids, whether originally in solution or suspension,

WHEN water is evaporated into steam in a locomotive boiler,

remain behind in the boiler.

Most of the dissolved

solids remain in solution building up the concentration until the
water becomes saturated after which further evaporation causes
solids to begin settling out on the boiler water surfaces. The higher
the concentration of salts, the greater are the chemical reactions on
the boiler piates, tubes and stays and the greater the tendency of

the boiler to prime.

Photographs of a tube corroded by bad water and of a new tube for comparison

Solids originally in suspension
settle in the lower spaces of the boiler
and also coat the water surfaces.

If the solids were not removed at
proper intervals, the boiler would
cease to produce steam, or the severe
local heating of the plates would
result in a boiler explosion.

In the July issue of the ‘““News
Letter 7 it was mentioned.that at some
locations the water contains 140 grains
of solid matter per gallon, which
means that when 4,000 gallons of
water—about the tender capacity of a
“D?” class engine—have been used,
80 1b. of solid have been introduced
into the boiler.

Some of the solids—for example
clay—separate out and form an insu-
lating blanket on such surfaces as the
firebox plates, preventing the heat
from being conducted through the
fire to the water. If this deposit
were not removed by washing out the
boiler, the firebox plates would become
overheated, lose some of their strength
and bulge. The engineman notices
that the ‘¢ blanket ”’ prevents the engine
from steaming freely, because much of
the heat that should be producing
steam is being lost up the chimney.

Other solids such as magnesium
chloride and magnesium sulphate form
weak acids which corrode the boiler
plating and stays, tubes, etc. They also
form scale in the boiler, again reducing
its steaming capabilities. The corrosion
shortens the life of the boiler and
necessitates unduly frequent replace-
ment of boiler stays and tubes.

The ability of a locomotive to
maintain schedule running times de-
pends on the power developed by its

boiler, and anything lessening its
steaming efficiency will also result in
bad time-keeping and excessive coal
consumption.

The effect of bad water most
noticeable to engine crews, however,
is that of ‘‘ priming” which means
that the steam has mixed with it par-
ticles of water which not only destroy
the superheat but also remove the
lubrication from the valves and pistons.
This is one of the most frequent
causes of stalling, particularly on
momentum grades where, just as the
driver feels he has sufficient speed to
negotiate the grade, the engine primes,
loses power and stalls. In extreme
cases so much water is carried over
from the boiler to the cylinders that
it cannot get away as the piston comes
to the end of its stroke, and damage is
caused to the cylinders, pistons and
motion gear.

Appreciation of Service

‘\HE following little note of ap-
preciation comes from Mrs. D.

E. Wheeler, 47 Woornack Road,
Murrumbeena, formerly a member of
the V.R. Refreshment Service Branch :

“Y wish to tell you that I have
recently been discharged from the
W.ALAAFs.

“ While in the Service I received
your ¢ News Letters ’ and parcels regu-
larly, which I appreciated very much
indeed. I wish to thank you and your
staff and the Patriotic Fund contributors
for this very kind procedure during
my 3 years in the Service.”

V.R.l. CHORAL SOCIETY
SUCCESSFUL YEAR

HE V.R.I. Choral Society =

records a very successful

The membership is now
twelve more than in 1944, but the
a very warm welcome and plen:
room for other railwaymen and L
with voices. Recruits are also nes:
for the Institute’s new venture
V.R.I. Orchestra, which is no
strong. With a greater membe-
under the care of the Choral Soc
eminent conductor, Dr. Ehrer
the orchestra should establish a -
tation as striking as that of the
which, during the past year, ach
outstanding musical successes.

The most conspicuous of -
was on December 6, when the S
gave 1ts first big concert in the Asse
Hall, Collins Street, and had the *
of half of its program being bro=
by 3LO. It was a big event i-
Society’s history, and the patience
care exhibited by the conductor
Ehrenfeld, were not more comme=
able than the enthusiasm of the -
bers, who at one stage of the pre
tion, attended 7 rehearsals in 11 ~

The assistance of the ems=
soloists, Miss Thea Philips (Sop-
Miss Millicent Osmond (Sopres
Mr. Frank Mithen (Tenor), M-
Mitchell (Baritone) and of the piz=.
Misses Valerie and Margaret Bu
was another feature of that mem
evening. Through this par
effort a cheque for £49/9/1C
handed to the Alphington Bran-:
the Australian Comforts Fund.

During the year 1944-5 the So
was heard three times over 3L1
appeared by invitation at two i
Church ‘‘Pleasant Sunday Afternocs
once on Empire Sunday, witha be
cast over 3DB. The Society w=
heard in the celebration of Broas
hood Week at St. Paul’'s and
tributed to the Church servies
Surrey Hills Methodist Church

Last April there was also a=
fine performance in conjunction =
the Mitcham Choral Society =
Melbourne Town Hall in supp-
The Council of Encouragemes
Music and Art Festival,

On Saturday, November 17
the Choral Society is to give a corm
concert in conjunction with the
cham Society at the Melbourne
Hall. Great preparations are ‘=
made for this event, and a big auc
is expected.

The success of the Socier
largely due to the able and enthues
conductor (Dr. Ehrenfeld) as
by very keen and energetic helpes
Mr. J. S. Morcombe (Presiden:
indefatigable  Secretary, ‘* Wuls
Southey, Miss A. D. Atkinson (1]
urer) Miss Edith Kennedy (pi==s
and Miss Laurel Chester (Libr=
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Lieutenant Whitaker’s
War Experience

ESCRIBED in a press report
as ‘‘ a fearless dashing fighter,”
and ‘‘ probably the best dressed

jungle fighter in the forward areas of
New Guinea.”
Lieutenant Doug-
las Whitaker has
seen active service
in various parts
of the globe.
Prior to enlist-
ing in September,
1939, Lieutenant
Whitaker was em-
ployed as a casual
Douglas Whitaker labourer in the
Melbourne Goods
Sheds. He left Australia as a private in
the 2/5 Aust. Inf. Battalion and saw
active service in Libya, Greece (1941),
and Syria (1941-2) where he was
mentioned in despatches. After a
period in Colombo he took part in
New Guinea jungle fighting during
1943—4. He is now an instructor in
New South Wales.

In Libya he was in command of
an outfit called ‘¢ Whitaker’s Circus,”
representing 2 number of Bren gun-
ners who were conspicuous on
several occasions and were subsequent-
-ly used as infantry in Greece. Some
of these men where captured in Crete,
but Lijeutenant Whitaker and others
were again noticed in Syria.

Specialising in night attack and
reconnaissance, his battalion gave the
Japs a sound beating at Wau, Obser-
vation Hill, Mat Mat and Goodview
Junction.

It is worth mentioning here that
at Wau some of the boys were cut off
for 10 days and had to fight their way
through enemy country to their base.

SERVICE

HE following letter of warm ap-

preciation addressed to Mr. H,

L. Keanedy, Asst. Sup’t. of Refresh-

ment Services, comes from Mr, A,

H. Barraciough, Chairman of the

Australian Red Cross Society (Vic-
torian Division).

“] have received a report from
the Red Cross Hospital Visitors who
recently accompanied Australian
brides of American servicemen by
rail to their port of embarkation,

“This report stresses the extra-
ordinary help and co-operation
which they received from your par-
ticular Department, and my Exec-
utive has asked me to convey to you
its sincere thanks for this further
evidence of your goodwill.

1 can assure you that the Soc-
iety and the personnel concerned
are deeply apprecijative.”

The service to which Mr. Barra-
clough referred was the provision
of dinner on * Spirit of Progress”
for 27 of the young mothers with
children, whilst warm milk (sup-
plied by the Red Cross) was given
to a number of young children by
the Stewardess on the train. Also,
62 wives, who travelled on the
Albury Express, were supplied with
an attractive 3-course dinnmer in
the buffet car on thc train.

Lieutenant

BIG RAFFLE ON BEHALF OF V.R. PATRIOTIC
FUND DRAWN ON SEPTEMBER

N a recent letter to Mr. W. E.

Elliott, Secretary of the V.R.

Patriotic Fund, Mr. H. H. Krohn,
Hon. Administrator of the Australian
Comforts Fund, records the warm
gratitude of his Executive for a further
donation of £350.

Mr. Krohn appropriately added
that ‘‘ these calls on the A.C.F, are
now greater than ever and although
we have more men in the fighting
areas than ever before there seems to
be a tendency on the part of the
public to regard the fact that the
Eurcpean War has ended as an op-
portunity to relax their efforts.”

We agree with Mr. Krohn that
there must be no relaxation of our
efforts. The war in the Pacific is a
fuil-time job for our Navy, Army and
Air Force, and anyway the 2,000 and
more railwaymen still serving require
our utmost consideration and care.
It is on their behalf that the V.R.

|

12

Patriotic Fund Committee has
orised the big raffle which v
drawn on September 12. As z©
mentioned, the 1ist Prize will ¢
Cpen Order for goods to the vz’
£100; 2nd Prize, Open Orde-
£20; 3rd Prize, Open Order for
and 10 Consolstion Prizes at £1 ==
In the last raffle, over /[
worth of tickets were sold and «
the profit of approximately [*
substantial cheque was made av=
for the Australian Comforts
Every raillwayman and woman =
Service should take a ticket i-
new raffie. The cost of each =
is only 6d., or a book of 5 ticke:
2/-, and every railwayman whe
should help in making this rae
bigger success than the previous
The greater the success the gr=
the benefit to our men, fighting
in indescribable conditions aga=
ruthless and courageous enemy.

Grateful Danish Boy
Would Like To Hear
From a V.R. Man

“ 0. 83876, L.A.C. Jensen, M.B,,
No. 2 P.D. Bradfield Park,
N.S.W.” would love to hear

from a railwayman employed at

Flinders Street Station, who greatly

helped him five years ago.

The record of this kindness to a
Danish boy who was friendless and
ignorant of the English language is
worth telling.

In January, 1940, the boy—aged
14—deserted from his ship at Fre-
mantle, Western Australia, and became
involved in legal proceedings in that
State. The V.R. man who was
visiting Western Australia heard of his
difficulties and gerercusly volunteered
to see him through. The raillwayman
was able to solve all his problems and
managed to secure the lad a job in the
Western State.

Subsequently, young Jensen en-
listed in the R.A.AF. and recently
passed through Melbourne from Perth
to Sydney. In the two hours’ stay
in Melbourne, L.A.C. Jensen made
desperate efforts to locate his bene-
factor, whose name he hadn’t caught
correctly owing to his ignorance,
then, of English, but who, he believed,
was employed at the Flinders Street
Station.

L.A.C. Jensen had to leave Mel-
bourne bitterly disappointed. This
little story is published as a tribute
to a fine kindly service and in the
hope that it will catch the eye of the
man concerned, who is urged to get
in communication with Jensen at
the address mentioned.

V.R. Prisoner of W

Returns

magnificent welcome 2=

Sergeant Lionel J. Mus

affectionately known as ** =
when he returned to Melbourn:
years as a prisoner of war in Ger

Sergeant Murphy’s story, del s
with the philosophy which wa
comfort through many mon:
hardship, reveals that he was &
captured in Crete, after fight-u
Bardia, Tobruk, and in Greece

In Salonika on his way to Ge=
he managed to escape into Serh
then slipped back into Greece,
a very secluded life in the fore
12 months, before he was reca:
a victim to malaria, and was
Stalag 303, in Germany.

That prison he will recall -
end of his life. During the !
months good food was rare—en«
precious Red Cross parcels fais
arrive—and he learned the ric
German imprisonment relieves
displays of Australian resource
give color to his story.

He recalls that because N
were not compelled to work,
privates managed to produce s

There were 17 of these ‘* B
as they were called in his
Sergeant Murphy, who was b
1916, and was a clerk in the I
Stock Branch at Bendigo, was
the first to enlist. He was in ws
in October, 1939, and a member
original 2/1 Battalion, A.LF.

Wholly set up and printed in Aae
at the Victorian Railways Printing |
Laurens Street, North Melbourne, fm=
Publishers, The Victorian Railwags
missioners,
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METHODS OF MINIMISING EFFECTS OF BAD WATER

REVIOUS articles in the ‘“ News Letter >’ have emphasised the
P harmful effects of bad water on locomotive performance,
but fortunately it is possible by chemical or other treatments

to minimise, though not entirely eliminate, the troubles.

Sus-

pended solids such as clay can be entirely cleared, and in this
regard the Diapur water supply may be cited as an example.
This water contained so much clay in suspension that it was un-

suitable for locomotive use.

By spraying the dam with a slaked

lime solution, the clay dropped to the bottom and left a very

satisfactory water.

Broadly speaking, chemical treat-
ment of the water aims to change the
solids in solution so that their harmful
effects on the boiler are controlled or
prevented.

For the treatment of water con-
taining harmful dissolved solids, chemi-
cals are added, and the combination
produces in most cases an insoluble
salt which is deposited readily, and a
soluble salt of a type which has little
or no chemical effect on boiler plates.

For example, if sodium carbonate
(washing soda) be added to water
containing magnesium chloride—which
corrodes (or eats intc) boiler plate—
magnesium hydroxide and sodium
chloride (common salt) are formed at
the temperature existing in the boiler.

Magnesium hydroxide is insoluble
and settles out as a soft precipitate
which does not effect boiler plates.
Sodium chloride is very soluble in water
but does no harm so long as there is
sufficient sodium carbonate in the
solution.

Solids in Boiler

As mentioned in a previous article,
solids whether in suspension or solu-
tion remain in the boiler when the
water is evaporated. The solids in
suspension separate out more readily
than those in solution, the latter re-
maining in solution until the water
becomes saturated with them, when
they begin to separate out.

When the concentration of dis-
solved salts in the boiler becomes
excessive, foaming (or priming) takes
place.

It is obvious that even after water
treatment, if the water in the boiler
is to be kept within limits of con-
centration and the water spaces free
from solids, action must be taken
to clean it out periodically.

If, while the engine is under steam,
some water is blown out from the
lower points where the solids con-
gregate, not only will a good deal of the
solids be removed, but so also will
some of the dissolved salts in the water
be taken from the boiler. TFilling up
the boiler again with fresh water will
then reduce the concentration of
dissolved salts, and the tendency to
foam will decrease.

"This is actually what happens when
a driver ¢ blows down” his boiler.
This blowing down reduces the con-
centration of salts in solution and re-

moves the solids lying near the blow-
off cocks, but cannot entirely remove
all foreign matter from the boiler.
Therefore, it becomes necessary to
wash out the boiler completely at
regular intervals, when water under
high pressure is directed through noz-
zles against all portions of the boiler
surfaces and drained away through the
lower plug holes. Subsequently, ex-
aminations are made, using mirrors to
make certain that all solids have been
removed.

It will be realised then that water
treatment is only one factor in the
elimination of troubles brought about
by bad water, for without the in-
telligent co-operation of drivers and
running shed staffs the boiler, and
consequently the performance of the
locomotive, would still be adversely
affected.

Keep Contributing to
V.R. Patriotic Fund

HOUGH peace has been declared,
it will obviously be some time be-
fore all V.R. men on war service

will be demobilised. In these cir-
cumstances, the Committee controlling
the V.R. Patriotic Fund has decided to
continue its activities until further
notice. Men on service will still
need comforts and it will be the job of
the Fund to provide them. Therefore,
keep on contributing to the Fund.
A special effort is required to make
a success of the rafle which will be
drawn on September 12, and which
will benefit many of the 2,300 V.R.
men still ¢n active service.

As already stated, the First Prize
in the Raffle is an Open Order for
goods to the value of £100; Second
Prize an Open Order for £20; and
Third Prize an Open Order for £10,
with 10 Consolation Prizes at £1 each.
Tickets are 6d. each (or 5 for 2/-)
and it would be a handsome gesture
if we all help to make this raffie—the
last one, by the way—the most suc-
cessful of the war.

The Committee of the TFund
desires te acknowledge with thanks a
cheque for £2/10/~ from the Gate-
keepers’ Section of the Australian
Railways Union. The amount repre-
sents the balance of a special social
fund account which the Gatekeepers
established during the war.

NEW FLEMINGTON BRI

STATION
NE of the advantages of
recently constructed Fles

ton Bridge Railway Sta:

the replacement of the flights of
leading to the platforms by easy -
from Flemington Road.
(1 in 9) is the same as that of the -

connecting the platforms with Swz-

Street Concourse at Flinders =~
Station. The former wooden
providing access to the Flem:
Bridge Station, were a frequent s
of annovance and strain to
passengers and mothers with ¢
bulators.  Their elimination w.
popular.

By locating the new station
ings at the centre of the pl=
they are almost the same d:
from Racecourse Road as from ©
ington Road, both arterial ther
fares carrying tram services.

If future patronage warrar
ramps leading direct from Race
Road may be installed.

To reduce the work on ths
wooden frame supports for the
form, buiidings and ramp wer:
fabricated at North Melbourne °
Depot. This and the organisec
work of the construction stat
tributed to the speed of erection
new ‘‘up” platforms where tw
foot bays were completed eact
during the ‘‘off-peak ™ period
a minimum of inconvenience.

The frame supports for the &
ings, transported by train
site, were placed on prepared rein
concrete foundations by crane
night shift.

SPEAKING TO YOU

VER 7,500 suggestions have
accepted by the
for the improvement of ins

able features of the railway
and their authors have been rew:
Some of the authors, who are
watchful for practices that

corrected for the benefit of the [ws

ment, have been rewarded mors
once.

Thev are good examples of e
of alert mind that is of valuc
industry, but there is no reas -
vou shouldn’t emulate their -
Use your eves and your in:
not necessarily in your own Br
but all around this great systen
employs vou, and you will sur
something that calls for improve=

When you have an idea tha:
to you of sufficient merit, send :
Betterment and Suggestions =
Railway Administrative Offices
cer Street, Melbourne.

If your idea is accepted, 1t
paid for and all communicatic:
be kept quite confidential.

The

Deparu
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