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2 ) THE VICTORIAN RAILWAYS NEWS LETTER

FJanuary, I9es

SURVEY OF ACTIVITIES DURING 1943

Another Excellent V.R. Achievement
HE year 1943 closes another fine achievement on the part of

Victorian railwaymen.

Exceptionally heavy transport de-

mands which involved difficulties and emergencies peculiar
to the times called for all their skill and diligence, and the result
was a performance of which the Commissioners feel justifiably

proud.

A feature of 1943 was, of course,
the revenue of £17,120,223—the great-
est in our history, exceeding the
““high” of the previous financial
year by over £2,500,000. The surplus
for 1942-3, viz., £787,703, was another
record, exceeding the surplus of 1941-2
by £138,356. Although the earnings
will be considerably less than in the
previous year, the financial result in
19434 is expected to be a satisfactory
one.

Another important happening in
the past year was the restriction on
railway service owing to the coal
shortage. In an earnest endeavour
to meet the request of the Common-
wealth Government for a substantial
reduction in coal consumption, the
Department in September last cur-
tailed the existing country passenger
train mileage by approximately 45
per cent.

This in itself was a drastic re-
duction, but it is even more remark-
able when it is remembered that the
service immediately prior to the al-
teration represented a 16 per cent
reduction on the train mileage in
December, 1941. Actually, in two
years the passenger services for civilian
travellers have been cut by more than
half. No other railway system in the
Commonwealth has made a compar-
able cut.

Diuring the year, the demand for
trucks was heavily maintained. In spite
of heavy sustained war traffic over the
past twelve months 313 million bushels
of wheat (19 million bushels of bulk

and 12} million bushels of bagged wheat)
were carried by the Department. One
of the highlights in transportation
service was the efficient handling of
over 60,000 passengers between Mel-
bourne and Flemington on Melbourne
Cup Day.

_ Amongst its many important activi-
ties, the Rolling Stock Branch com-
pleted in September the first of 23
Garratt engines for use by the Com-
monwealth Government. Since then,
three others have gone into service.
In the last issue of the *‘News

.Letter” we published portion of a

letter of thanks from Mr. F. Mills,
Controller of Locomotive and Rolling
Stock Construction, Commonwealth
Ministry of Munitions, who said,
among other nice things, that *‘this
performance reflects the highest credit
on your workshops’ staff.”

- The Way and Works Branch con-
tinued its activities with several im-

portant Defence jobs, superimposed’

on a heavy Departmental work pro-
gramme. [t constructed the six new
tracks, extending the Melbourne Goods
Yard in the Spion Kop area, and
completed the *‘flyover” near the
Burnley station, designed to obviate
delays caused by ‘“down” East-
malvern trains having to cross the
“up” Box Hill-Melbourne track
on the level.

The resources of the Refresh-
ment Services Branch were often
severely strained, but the performance
was excellent. The Branch has been
called upon to provide meals for up

|

to 3,000 servicemen on one das
different stations throughout the Sz
in addition to supplying meals for &
many hundreds of ordinary travel:
A new development in refreshment
vice was the successful conves
of restaurants into cafeterias at
Spencer Street and Flinders Street »
tions.

We deeply regret that during
year several gallant railwaymen s=
killed, or died on active service,
some are now prisoners of war Se
V.R. men were decorated. ¥
Lieutenant Dudley Marrows e=
the D.S.0. and D.F.C,, and D.F
were awarded to Flying Officer Keas
and (posthumously) to Flt.-Lieutem
R. H. Roe (killed in aircraft accices
Flt.- Lieutenant Clive Miller rece
the D.F.M. Flt.-Lieutenant K
Woodward and Pilot Officer K. Milg
were mentioned in despatches,
Flt.-Lieutenant P, H. R. Hag
killed in action, earned the unw
distinction of having an aerods
named after him. We must
mention the honours received bs
ex-V.R. men—Temporary Captam
C. Kubale, now in the 8th British A&
who was awarded the M.B.E.
Sergeant H. J. Bell, of the A
who has already collected botk
D.C.M. and the M.M. for outstas
valorous conduct.

As indicated last month, the
Patriotic Fund rendered conside
help to a variety of war chas
It 1s hoped that the subscriptions
year will be increased by help %
railwaymen who are not yet en:
in this most deserving patriotic
tivity, contributing 6d. a pay (3¢
week) from their pay envelopes.

The extent of the railway staff's &«
interestin the war isindicated by the
that at the close of 1943 the numbes
active service was approximately 2
whilst 1,500 are exclusively employ
the production of munitions.

Judge Winneke’s Death
(Continued—)

the Melbourne University. After leav-
ing the University, he taught in country
schools and at one time was classical
master at the University High School.

In addition to distinguished ser-
vice at the Bar, he collaborated with
other legal authors in the preparation
of several legal works, and also played
an important part in the consolidation
of the Statutes under Sir Leo Cussen.

In the last war he gained promotion
from the ranks, won the M.C,, and
was mentioned several times in des-
patches. At the end of the war he was a
captain. He wrote the ' History of
the Sth Australian Division,” which
as a thesis won for him the distinction
of Doctor of Letters,

In sport he was celebrated as a sprint
runner and hurdler. He was sprint
champion of the University and of Vic-
toria on several occasions.

NEW CAFETERIA AT FLINDERS STREET STATIO

THE success of the self-serving cafe-

teria, which replaced the dining
room on the main concourse at Spencer
Street station, is revealed by the fact
that since its opening an average of
2,300 persons per day have made use
of this f?idillity as compared with a
previous daily average in the dimin
room of 1,770. £ &

The ability of the self-serving
cafeteria to meet the often hurried
demands for food at a time of staff
shortage decided the Commissioners
to convert the upper dining room on
No. 1 platform, Flinders Street
station on similar lines.

The new Flinders Street cafeteria,
the entrance to which is through
the present doorway on the west side
of the fruit stall on No. 1 platform,
provides accommodation for 72 at
18 tables.

As at ghe Spencer Street cafeteria,
patrons will form a queue along a rail

where they pick up the nec=
trays, and then turn to a
counter selecting from glass sh
sandwiches, buns, scones, butter, =
and other refreshments.

Next to this section is
a ‘‘ bain marie” the official ntie
the steel receptacle in which es
vegetables and sweets are kep:
Following this is the tea and «¢
service, and when the customes
picked up the cutlery he requim
presents his tray for assessment b=
cashier and pays the necessary
before passing out into the
section.

The work of conversion
two to three weeks, and during
period people requiring refreshs
made use of the dining
in the basement of the Fls
Street station.
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LOCO. FOREMAN AS
SLOGAN WRITER

ELPING the service with in-
spiring slogans is the self-
imposed mission of Mr. J. K.

Meclvor, Shed Foreman at the North
Melbourne Loco. Depot.

For the past nine months he has
been hammering out messages, mostly
in neat and effective couplets. These
he has written up in chalk on a small
blackboard in the Locomotive Shed,
which is under the eyes of railwaymen
passing in and out from the job.

Typical messages have the agree-
able qualities of brevity, appropriate-
ness and point:

Coal position looking grave.
Encourage all concerned to save.
* = *

Economy, the golden rule,
Is well appli,e.d t‘o oil and fuel.
»

Keep oil utensils clean and neat—
Grit in bearings‘ causes ‘‘ heat.”
.- »

Be out in time. Co-operate—
It saves reapo:ts.for being late!

Australia calls. Let us respoad.

Support the loan by Group or Bond.

Mr. Mclvor’s cleverness in this
form of appeal comes from long
practice in writing light verse. He used
to contribute to country newspapers,
and he recalls that when he enlisted
for the South African war and arrived
in Africa just before peace was de-
clared, he expressed his disappointment
in verse which greatly tickled his
Commanding Officer.

OBITUARIES.
HE ‘“ News Letter *”’ regrets to report
the death on November 26 of Mr.
George T. Bruce, former Stationmaster
at Spencer Street, at the age of 76.

An experienced transportation officer
with a popular personality, he started
in the Department as a porter in 1885.
Subsequently promoted to Station-
master, he served with conspicuous
success at Birchip, Wycheproof, Ring-
wood, Box Hill, Kyneton, Traralgon,
Bendigo, Benalla and Seymour.

He achieved the coveted promotion
to Spencer Street in 1924 and retired
in 1927.

Mr. Bruce, who had a host of friends,
was a native of Majorca, near Talbot,
and he never lost touch with his old
district, At the time of his death, he was
Secretary of the Talbot Old Boys’ and
Girls’ Association, and derived much
interest from this activity.

LI I

The ‘‘News Letter” also records
with sorrow the sudden death by elec-
trocution on December 9 of Mr, Francis
Alexander McGaffin, leading hand in
charge of the transporter cranes at
Wodonga, who was discovered dead
in his crane.

“Lofty ”McGaffin, as he was popularly
known in the Wodonga District, where
he had worked for the greater part of
his life, was only 40 years of age. He
joined up with the Department at the
beginning of 1941, as a driver on one of
these cranes.

In this particular service he was very
useful, for in addition to his com-
petence as a driver, he possessed an un-
canny ability for making repairs—
a talent of particular value in wartime
at an important link in the transporta-
tion systems of New South Wales and
Victoris.

First Aid Students
Wanted ! . . .

VIGOROUS recruiting for the first
aid classes, which will be started
about the end of this month, is being
undertaken by the Ambulance Officer
(Mr. W. J. Blackburn) and his staff.

All railwaymen and women with-
out a knowledge of first aid are urged
to join up, and the appeal is also ad-
dressed to those who have qualified
in first aid in the past to enlist for a
refresher course.

All the classes in the metropolitan
area will be held at the Flinders
Street  Station Building, and it
is hoped that sufficient students
will be available to provide full
classes three times a day, viz., 10 a.m.,
3 pm. and 7.30 p.m. on five days a
week.

Women employes in the service
in need of first aid knowledge will be
instructed in special classes, and if
sufficient are offering one day each
week will be devoted to their tuition.

In addition to the classes in Mel-
bourne, the Ambulance Officer is
arranging for first aid instruction in
Ballarat, Bendigo, Geelong, Ararat,
Seymour, Castlemaine, Benalla, Mary-
borough, Warragul, Korumburra, Tra-
ralgon, Murtoa, Dimboola and Wood-
end.

It is planned to provided day classes
in Ballarat, Bendigo and Sevmour,
but night instruction will be the rule
in the other railway centres.

The attraction of first aid is not only
the value of the subject, but the
recognition that the knowledge brings.
For each yearly examination that the
student passes he or she will receive
some award. In the first and second
years the award is a St. John Am-
bulance Certificate. Success in the
third year earns a St. John Bronze
Medal; 4th year brings an official
voucher ; 5th year a silver efficiency
medal, and the 8th year a gold Life
Membership Medal.

The Commissioners have agreed to
grant one day’s leave for each examina-
tion that the student passes. This will
be recognised as a commendable in-

centive, greatly encouraging further
study in first aid.

SERVICE.

MAIOR 1. Buzzard, who will shortly

be relinquishing his post as C.O.
of the 6 Aust. Ambulance Train, re-
cords his high appreciation of Vic-
torian railway service in this cordial
letter to the Chairman of Commis-
sioners :

““T would like to take this oppor-
tunity of thanking the Victorian Rail-
ways for the great co-operation the var-
ious departments have given the Unit
during the last two years.

**The Unit has functioned in a highly
satisfactory manper, and no small
measure of this success has been due
to the assistance given by the members
of the Victorian Railways.

‘“ All departments at all times of the
day and night have always been most
willing to help and took a definite
personal interest in the train.

“I cannot adequately express myself,
but I would be grateful if you could
gonvey my appreciation to the mem-

erg,”

Rebuilding Of
Murchison Bridge

THE rebuilding of the greater po
of the railway bridge over the R&
Goulburn at Murchison—actually
placing the old wooden structure
a modern steel and concrete
is practically completed. Vars
factors are responsible for the
newal of this bridge, which was
structed of timber in 1890 and
designed to carry a locomotive of
tons. For omne thing, the age of
timbers justified a new structure
the stream, especially as in re
times the old timbers were called
to carry ““ N” class locomotives
ing 123 toms.

Another consideration was
when the river was high, cons
trouble and expense were Incu
by debris collecting against the
wooden piles causing scouring
both banks by the diversion of
stream flow.

In deciding upon a new b
of steel and concrete, the Deparn
was influenced by the fact that sw
timber was difficult to obtain
that it is more economical tc
rolled steel beams than timber
of equivalent strength. In facx
the cost of maintenance is all
for, it is less costly to build a be
with steel beams and concrete
than to erect a timber bridge.

The new work in the bridge «
prises twelve 30 ft. spans anc
60 ft. spans with five concrete
piers and 14 concrete piers o=
approaches. The foundation
for the river piers was carried os
coffer dams using steel sheet m
The concrete employed was a ¢
mixture using mine tailings
Chiltern as an aggregate. The
crete mixers are of 10 and 7 =
feet capacity, and concrete
buted by hoppers and chutes
ported by elevating towers
thoroughly packed by pnes
vibrators. The use of these
chines enabled a very dry mix
used.

A feature of the job was =
was completed according to
without any major delay or inw
tion. Excellent work has beex
by Spotswood Workshops, in
fabrication of the steel girders
of which were for 60 ft. spans.
tion of these spans at the s
carried out at the rate of a =
week as they arrived from
wood. All concerned in the f
tion and erection are deserv
commendation.

In order to secure as muc
broken time as possible on the
on which river spans were
erected a road motor service be
Murchison East and Murchiscs
necting with the A.E.C. Rall
at that place was arranged.

Wholly set up and printed in &
at the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens Street, North Melbourne,
Publishers, The Victorian Railwaw
missioners.
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Tourist Bureau’s New Phone System

REMARKABLE telephone system has been installed in the

Victorian Government Tourist Bureau

to facilitate expeditious

bandling of the large numbers of telephone enquiries which
reach bigh peaks at various hours of the day and demand the special

attention of a large staff.

In this system telephone enquiries
automatically “‘ queue up” with the
result that every
enquirer Is taken
strictly in turn, thus
eliminating the pos-
sibility of any en-
quirer being un-
necessarily delayed.
A further virtue of
the new equipment
is that enquiries are
automatically
switched among
the answering staff,
who are able to
deal with the calls
at far greater speed
than was possible
under the previous
arrangement.

The Automatic
Enquiry Equip-
ment, as it is of-
ficially described,
is the work of the
Engineering staff of
the Postal Dept.,
and it permits a
maximum of 20
enquiries to queue
up for attention,
though of course,
even at the height
of the peaks, noth-
ing like that num-
ber is allowed to
accurnulate.

)

Design of Telephone

Indicator. Centre
white spaces show
that 8 inquiries are
receiving attention,
whilst 2 spaces each
side reveal that two
are waiting.

A most ingenious section of the
equipment is an illuminated indicator
in the enquiry room (a replica also
faces the Manager of the Tourist
Bureau at his table) in which the
number of calls receiving and waiting
attention is displayed. As shown in
the accompanying plan, the glass face
of the indicator is divided into three
vertical lines of transparent squares,
the centre line recording the number
of enquiries receiving attention and
the side squares the number waiting.
These squares as they flash on and off,
enable the controlling officer in the
enquiry room, and the Manager in
his office, to keep a constant check
on the handling of telephone en-
quiries to the Bureau.

The magnitude of this important
railway activity is demonstrated by
the fact that from the morning of
December 23 fast, when it was ready
for service, up to January 25 a total of
95,131 telephone enquiries had been
received and answered.

The number of enquiries answered
on specially busy days was as follows :—

December 23 .. 2,652
’e 24 ... 4,566
" 25 ... 2,174
v 26 . 2,005

Furthermore, in a concentrated rush
of enquiries on Saturday, January 8,
1,640 enquiries were disposed of be-
tween 9 a.m. and 12 noon, or ap-
proximately at the rate of nine a
minute !

l
|
I

Plane Spotting at
Mt. Buffaic National Par

IT can now be revealed that Mr. Peuwe

Hargreaves, the Engineer at N

Buffalo National Park, was initia’
responsible for saving a ’plane frem
disaster.

Mr. Hargreaves spotted the ’plaw
travelling in a certain direction
night and his report to the Con:
Room at Wangaratta immediaz
excited attention, as no ’plane
known to be moving that way, thous
one expected  in the same vicims
should have been travelling on
opposite bearing.

Afterwards the Control Room rus
The Chalet to say that the ’plew
actually en route between Sydney &
Melbourne, had been contacted z'w
several district reports of its mows
ments had been received, and had be
safely grounded with its passens
at Benalla, The report from
sharp-eyed Mt. Buffalo Engineer =
the first indication that the 'plane =
in trouble.

There 1s no permanently mans
voluntary Air-Observers’ post at 7
Chalet, but various members of
staff report the movements of
aircraft observed as they go at
their regular duties.

How much this work is apprecis
is shown by the following e
from a letter from the headquas
of the Southern Area of the R.A_
in Melbourne, addressed to the Mas
ger of The Chalet in regard to
episode related above :—

‘“ This is a particularly fine examy
of the splendid spirit of loyalty
duty of your observers and of t
willing co-operation with the R.A AL
which undoubtedly resulted in sas
from destruction a valuable airce
and from probable injury an even m
valuable air crew.

V.R. PATRIOTIC FUND ACTIVITIES

HE V.R. Patriotic Fund Com-

mittee i3 preparing another

< drive ”’ among those members
of the Railway Service who are not
contributors. Over the past twelve
months the total number of subscribers
has practically remained stationary,
the losses due to retirements, deaths
and other causes, being just com-
pensated for by new recruits. Al-
though the amount asked from con-
tributors is only 3d. a week (6d.
deducted from every fortnightly _pay)
many railwaymen have not’ yet given
the necessary authority to make this
trifling deduction which, in the ag-
gregate, would amount to a fine yearly
sum and provide much needed help
for various war charities. If all the
Branches in the Department con-
tributed as handsomely as the Ac-
counts Branch, for example—over
90 per cent. of the Accounts Staff
are contributors—The V.R. Patriotic

Fund Committee and the Railway
Service would have something to be
proud of. Let us hope that the
““ drive ” now being planned will be
followed by a hearty response from

non-contributors.
* 2 8 %k ¥

Anocther active auxiliary has sprung
up at Newport. Feeling that they are
sufficiently numerous and willing to
have their own auxiliary, the Aircraft
Workers have withdrawn from the
general Newport Auxiliary and have
established their own organisation.
The Chairman of the Committee is
Mr. C. Fowler, Area Manager at New-
port; the Secretary is Miss N. Bradley,
and Mr. E. F. McDogald has the onerous
job of Treasurer. Under the care of Mr.
Fowler, and with the co-operation of
other interested members of the Aijr-
craft section, the new Auxiliary intends
to make a drive and break all records
by enlisting 100 per cent. of the staff
in the effort.

|

The Secretary of the V.R.
riotic Fund (Mr. W. E. Elliott
received the following from AL
Burns, J. C., of the RAAAF
active service :~—

““I wish to thank you, the ¢
mittee and members of the
torian Railways Patriotic Fund
your very generous gesture and
gift which I greatly appreciate.”

That is the first recorded
of thanks for one of the Chrisz
parcels sent out to railwayme=
active service and that letter wi
followed by others. Nearly
parcels were distributed, each
containing a 4-lb. plum pucas
4-1b. tin of biscuits, tin of
chocolate, raisins, nuts, cigares
toothbrush, tooth paste, writing-
envelopes and other very accer
things.  Undoubtedly those p:
received a warm welcome whe
they appeared.
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Mobile Canteen Does
Good Work

The following extract from a letter
received from Lieutenant C. S. Morris,
formerly of the Secretary’s Branch and
now in Northern parts, is of more than
usual' interest to railway employes
generally :

“By the way, I saw something yester-
day that forcibly reminded me of for-
mer days. It was a very good looking
Salvation Army °‘ Panel’ van bearing
the inscription ‘Presented by the
Newport Workshops and Aircraft
Auxiliary of the Victorian Railways
Patriotic Fund No. 2. The Salvation
Army No. was 89 and the vehicle
had travelled 3,300 miles by road.
Heaven knows how far it had gone by
rail on a flat truck. Anyhow it
looked good to me.

The above is the second Mobile
Canteen presented by the Newport
Workshops and Aircraft Auxiliary. A
third van, provided by the Ararat
Aucxiliary has been completed, and wds
presented for service at the end of
November.

OBITUARIES.

HE ‘‘ News Letter ” regrets to report
the death on January 22 of Mr. A. V,
McCullough, Acting Superintendent of
Me lbourne Yards, at the age of 55, and
on January 23, of a namesake, Mr. Alex.
McCullough, S.M. at Warburton, also
55 years.

Mr. A. V. McCullough joined the
railways as a supernumerary in 1908,
and became a porter on the permanent
staff in 1210. After two months as
porter he joined the shunting staff
in the Melbourne Yards and was pro-
moted to Leading Shunter in 1912.

For two or three years he was a goods
guard, but returped to the Yards as
foreman in 1919. In 1936, he had risen
to the post of Yard Supervisor, and was
appointed Acting Superintendent of
the Yards on November 29th last.

After only a week in the new job he took
ill and never recovered.

A genial, kindly man and a splendid
leader with a fine record of loyal and
efficient service, Mr. McCullough will
be greatly missed by the many friends
he had made in the Department. Two
of his sons, Messrs., David and William
McCullough, are serving in the A.LF.

Mr. Alex., McCullough joined the
service as a lad porter in 1907 and was
promoted to A.S.M. in 1913, becoming
an S.M. three years later.

He served the Department faithfully
at Nar-Nar-Goon, Knowsley, Bamawm
(now Lockington), Windermere, Chelsea,
Toorak and other stations and had many
good friends in the Department. His son,
Mr. Eric McCullough, is also in the A.LLF.

* Kk

HE ‘‘ News Letter” also regrets to

record the death of Mr. Richard
Scott, sub-foreman car cleaner at the
age of 56.

Mr Scott had been associated with the
car cleaning staff at the Car Cleaning
Depot, Dudley Street, for over thirty

ears, starting on the permanent staff
n December, 1920. He was a leading
car cleaner in 1926 and became a sub-
foreman in March last year.

Mr. Scott, who served with the A.LF.
in the First Great War, was highly
popular with all railwaymen. At one
period he played with the 2nd Eighteen
of the Prahran Football Club. Another
recreation was fishing, at which he spent
many delightful meditative hours.

SPEEDY FEEDING OF
DEFENCE PERSONNEL

he following complimentary refer-

ence to the good work of the

V.R. Refreshment Branch comes

from Mr. G. B. Lincolne, Normanby

Chambers, 430 Little Collins Street,
Melbourne :—

“I fear my usual habit is to criticise
Government Departments rather than
to praise them, but, in common justice
one must give honour where honour is
due. I have just received a most pleas-
ing report from my son regarding
the efficiency of your catering staff at
Seymour, and I think it is only fair to
let you know how much it was apprec-
iated.

‘“ The boy returned from the North
with about 600 others, and when they
arrived at Seymour the whole 600
were regaled with a most acceptable
meal and put on their train again in
something like 15 minutes.

““ Not only was the meal appreciated
and the cheerful manner in which it was
done by the staff, but most favourable
comments were made by the fellows
regarding the organisation which made
such a feat possible.”

To that should be added this
extract from a letter by W. 1. Peterson,
A /B. in Dutch New Guinea.

“By the way, I would like you, if
possible, through the ‘' News Letter”
to sincerely thank the railway staff
at Wangaratta for the wonderful work
in feeding us on our way here. Their
organisation, together with food, was
definitely superior to any other feeding
station further North, and some of those
were quite good. I mean .this, in all
good faith, and am just expressing the
view of all sailors who passed through
with me.”

The North-East line carrying large
numbers of the Defence Services both
ways between Melbourne and Albury is
the busiest that the Refreshment
Branch has to cater for. Something
like 3,000 meals are served weekly to
Defence units at Wangaratta, and about
half that number at Seymour.

The meals provided are usually
steak and kidney pie or sausages for
luncheon with cold meat and salad
for tea. The speed with which the
staffs at Seymour and Wangaratta
dispose of a trainload of 500 or 600
hungry warriors is a tribute to their
efficiency and service.

Shorthand—Elementary Theory.
Miss N. Scott  Asst.,, C’wealth
Serum Lab’tory.

Advanced Theory.
Miss V. E. Jnr. Clerk, State
Harding Elec. Com.

Speed (150 words per

minute).
Miss M.
Hopper

Typist, Secre-
tary’s Branch,
Spencer St.

Typewriting (64 words per
minute).
Miss B. J.
Watts

Office Asst. Accts.
Bch., Spen. St.

V.R.l. EXAM. RESUL

ONGRATULATIONS to ¢
‘ following students who gaia

the highest percentage
marks in the annual educatics
examinations conducted by
Victorian Railways Institute —

Engine Working—Junior Grade

J. Knight ... Cleaner, Arars
Senior Grade.

A. G. Johns... Fireman, Was

gul.
Westinghouse Brake—Junior
rade.
W.J. Young ... Cleaner, Nor=
Melbourne.

Senior Grade.
J.R. Jenkins ... Fireman, Nc
Melbourne.

Internal Combustion—Engine
Mechanics.
S.J.Newland App. F. &
Newport Wiz
Permanent Way Constructios
Maintenance—Junior Grade—
Track Ganger’s Section.
T.H. Lethlean Repairer, Ma=y
lore.
Senior Grade—Special Gange
& Road Foreman’s Section.
J. Carroll ... Platelayer, C &
Ganger Lo
Newport.
Safeworking—‘‘ A”’ Division—
Signalling.
M. ]J. Sypott ... Clerk, Melba
Goods.
‘““B” Division—Train Runcs
D. Courtney ... Goods Guarc
Traralgon.

Station Accounts & Managem
Junior Grade—Operating Pes
ter’s Section.
R.J. Seddon ... Jnr. Clerk, ™
donga.
Senior Grade—S.M.'s &
A.S.M.’s Section.
P.J.H. Shedman,
Fitzpatrick Ararat.
Storeman’s Duties—Junior G=
M. O. Fishwick Labourer, Es
rat Nth,
Senior Grade.
D. J. Gleeson... Skilled Lak

Warrnamb
Ticket Checking.
J.L.Duncan  Lad Porter
Caulfield.
Miss V. Wylie  Porteress,
Port.

Bookkeeping—Grade 1.

Miss M. Clerk, State

Matthew Com. Flin
Grade 2.

Miss J. Smith  Dependent

member.
(Continued in colx

Wholly set up and printed in A
at the Victorian Railways Printing ¥
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SIR HAROLD CLAPP
TO PLAN
UNIFICATION OF GAUGES

AILWAYMEN throughout Aus-

tralia will be glad to know that

the importance of unifying the
railway gauges of the mainland is
recognised by the Federal Government,
as evidenced by the appointment of
Sir Harold Clapp to submit a detailed
plan for the unification of Australian
railway gauges.

Sir Harold, who has been relieved
of his duties as Director-General of
Land Transport to
enable him to con-
centrate on the
formidable under-
taking, possesses
all the necessary
qualities for the
job. His  wide
experience in Am-
erica, coupled with
his record as
Chairman of Com-
missioners of the
Victorian Railways,
gives him a unique
fitness for this new
activity.

This Department is, of course, as
much interested as any other Aus-
tralian railway system in seeing the
unification scheme brought to fruition.
There has never been any real differ-
ence of opinion as to the desirability
of a uniform gauge, but there has
never been a full appreciation of its
value and the necessity for it. Ex-
perience during the war years has
demonstrated the extent to which
movement of troops, equipment and
supplies depend upon rail transport,
and this in turn is governed largely by
what can be handled at break of gauge
stations.

No matter what other action is
taken to ensure Australia’s future
safety, nothing short of the unification
of the railway gauges can provide a
proper foundation for that security.
it is therefore hoped that Sir Harold
Clapp's investigation will be well sup-
ported, so as to lead rapidly to the
attainment on that desirable goal.

The Victorian Railways extend to
him the best of good wishes in a truly
national task.

SIR HAROLD
CLAPP

ENLISTMENTS.

A.LF.
APP. E. Fitter K. R. Huntsman ; Lad
Lbr. J. C. May.
R.A.AF.

MLDR. G. J. Bamford; Jnr. Clk. W.
Barnett; Lad. Lbr. L. C. Cinoris;
Lad. Lbr. J. S. Fletcher; Lad Lbr. J.

Ladd ; Lad Hall Ptr. T. W. Mullarvey ;
Lad Lbr. N. J. Pekin; Jnr. Clk. S. E.
Ray; Lad Lbr. D. G. Barnard; Clk.
R. C. Benbow ; Jar. Clk. M. J. Dwyer ;
Jnr, Clk. M. J. Kerger ; Lad. Lbr. N. A.
Mulligan ; Midr. J. L. Newman ; Jnr.
Clk. \%. J. Quinn ; Lad Lbr. J. V. Riley ;
Lad Lbr. R. J. Young.

R.A.N.
Jnr. Cik. J. F. Davis.

1
\
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FALLING DOWN
ON THE JOB »

HE drastic curtailments in train
Tservices, and the many other

restrictions  affecting  the
venience and comfort of our customers,
could easily create the impression that
the railways have fallen down on the
job.

Nothing, of course, coudd be further
from the facts. Actually, despite coal
shortages and other disabilities, the
ratlways are handling a much bigger
volume of traffic, both goods and pas-
senger, than during any other period
of their history.

But—because the demands of de-
fence have had to come first—the fact
remains that the service we are mow
giving the public falls a long way short
of acceptable starndards.

Whether this will be held against
us when normal conditions arve vesumed
will largely depend upon the nature of
our present relations with our cus-
tomers.

If thev feel that our behaviour to-
wards them, even in isolated instances.
isdiscourteous,orthat of “‘take-it-or -leave-
it”, we can expect trouble-—and will
deserve it—when we are again obliged
to compete for business. On the other
hand, if our attitude is friendly and
considerate, and shows that we really
want to be as helpful as possible, we
can reasonably expect to wvetain theiv
patronage.

con- -

1
|
|

Railways in Bushfires
(continued)

alterations in detail, had no co-
ception of the vast amount of w
that was necessarv to bring about =
change so rapidly.

In the course of adjusting
electric train service it was necessz
to review the operations of 2.2
timetabled trains for the week-da
Saturdays and Sundays, which affec:-
the travel of half-a-million daily ps=
sengers. Then three separate time
tables, for week-days, Saturdays =
Sundays had to be prepared, invol:
the typing and duplicating of
foolscap size stencils, a total of
proximately 380,000 sheets. In
dition, altered docking and term
arrangements had to be prepared ==
printed.

This was the quickest job
performed by the timetabling, ros:
ing and duplicating bureau staffs,
the Way and Works side, the
story of the reconstruction of
bridges between Rosedale and
many and other major works n
be told when those urgent jobs
completed But the restoration
the tracks so that a through ser
could be matntained from Melbow
to Bairnsdale. via Maffra, two
three days after the fires had
down, was a highly meritorious jo!

Altogether, the bushfires were =
sponsible for another stirring chapse
in the story of the railway man's =
sponse to a crisis.

MANY BY-LAW OFFENCES IN 1943

FINED £2
TRAVELLING FIRST-
CLASS ON SECOND-

CLASS TICKET

DONT LET THIS BE
YOU'!
HA'T is an example of the crisp
messages to railway patrons

which are now appearing re-
gularly on the ‘‘ Bulletin >’ boards on
railwav stations throughout the elec-
trified area.

The purpose of such ‘‘ Bulletins ”
is to draw attention to the risks run
by passengers who break the railway
by-laws. Offenders are numerous,
the number detected and punished
running into thousands every year.

Last vear, for instance, over 1,000
were prosecuted for travelling without
a ticket, and nearly 800 for travelling
first-class  on second-class tickets.
Those found stealing rides on expired
tickets were well over 200 and a
similar number were reminded that
smoking in a non-smoking compart-
ment may be expensive.

Approximately 150 offenders had
pay heavier fines for giving railw
officials wrong names and addre
and nearly 100 discovered the high cs
of using abusive or obscene languags

Close on 100 people were sac
because they transferred their tic
to somebody else who also had
pay a fine.

One of the commonest troubl
the railway patron who will tal
short cut to or from his station
crossing ratlway lines, or who er
or leaves a station by unautho-
routes, obviously a dangerous pracs
Approximately 250 were fined bec
of this offence last vear, whilst over
were fined for entering or le=
railway carriages on the *“wrong”

Also included in the vear’s re
were 33 cases of assault on ra:
officers, 35 cases of damage to ra:
property, and 32 instances of offen:
mostly juveniles, stealing electric
globes.

A steadfast campaifn is being ca-
on against by-law offenders by Spes
Inquiry Officers and special chec
who are rapidly dispelling the ills
held by some people that they cas

on cheating the revenue with impu= s
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4 » THE VICTORIAN RAILWAYS NEWS LETTER

March, Ices

V.R. Men on Service
Grateful For
Christmas Parcels

‘ OUR very welcome parcel ar-
rived yesterday and the con-
tents were received very grate-

fully indeed. 1 might say that I think

the compiler of the parcel must have
been an old soldier, or an old Aussie’s

wife, as the contents were just what a

soldier needs.”

That cordial little note from Ser-
geant V. K. Smith, ALF, “some-
where in Australia,” is typical of the
numerous letter-cards and letters,
from V.R. men on service, now flowing
in in acknowledgment of the parcels
distributed through the V.R. Patriotic
Fund before Christmas.

Those parcels went all over the
world. Several steadfustly followed
the boys moving around from address
to address, but were none the less
appreciated, despite the inevitable
delay in arrival. Altogether a great
job, reflecting credit on all concerned.

# % %

The Committee of the V.R. Fund is
so gratified with the success of the
parcels distribution that it has practi-
cally decided to send two parcels each
ear, one about June and the other
efore Christmas, to reach railwaymen
on service. The 1943 Christmas par-
cels were despatched through the Mel-
bourne headquarters instead of through
the Auxiliaries as on former occasions
and thus allowed the differences be-
tween the wholesale and the retail
purchase price of all commodities used,
and the cost of packing to be saved.
This meant a considerable reduction
in cost and will mean, in future, a big
annual saving with two parcels to be
despatched yearly to over 2,500 men.

P

On Sunday, April 16, those Sunday
concerts for servicemen which were
quite a feature at the V.R. Institute
Rooms, Flinders Street Station Build-
ing, last winter, will be resumed.

Every Sunday following until No-
vember, any serviceman who drops 1n
will be assured of a striking entertain-
ment of concert .items, band music
and dancing, all helped down by
afternoon tea, cakes and sandwiches,
provided by a small army of voluntary

helpers.

Although professional artists con-
tribute to these programmes, they
charge nothing for this patriotic ser-
vice, and no wages Or expenses are
claimed by the numerous girls, 1n-
cluding many from the V.R. Refresh-
ment Services, who turn up regularly
to lend a hand. Actually, the only
cost is the small outlay for the food
required, but the cost is immaterial
beside the benefit to a frequently
lonely soldier who has often stepped
out of a wet, dismal Melbourne Sun-
day into an entertainment that speedily
gets a smile on his face again.

EXPERT SAFE WORKING
INSTRUCTOR

R. D. Courtney, Safe Working

Instructor at the Traralgon

Centre of the Victorian Rail-
wavs Institute, has a record which is
worth mentioning.

He has been an Instructor in Safe
Working at the Geelong and Traralgon
Centres for seven vyears, and although
many raihivaymen have passed through
his hands in studving safe working,
he has not had a failure, either at the
Departmental exams conducted by the
Block and Signal Inspectors or at
the annual exams conducted by the
Institute.

In three separate years his pupils
have gained highest marks in the
State in the annual exams. e coached
Mr. N. C. Allen, winner of the
“Harold W.Clapp " Prize, at Geelong
in 1938, and last vear his careful
tuition was largelv responsible for the
success of Mr. N. W, Isaac of Traral-
gon in securing the ‘N, C. Harris ”’
Prize.

During Mr. Courtney’s last vear at
Geelong, fAive out of the seven top
markers in the annual examinations
were his pupils, and this vear four of
the six pupils who passed through his
hands got well over 80 marks in the
exams.

Mr. Courtney 1s now coaching
three local railwaymen for the next
exam for the ** N. C. Harris ' Prize.
As he holds all Safe Working certifi-
cates obtainable and has had much
practical experience, he can be re-
garded as one of the most valuable
Instructors in the Institute in a subject
that he has made particularly his own.

OBITUARY

HE ¢ News Letter’ reports with

regret the death last month of Mr.
George Oakley, a former member of
t};e V.R. Printing Works Staff, at the age
of 61.

Mr. Ozkley started as an apprentice
in the V.R. Printing Works in 1904,
became a machinist in 1912, and twelve
months later was engaged in the ticket-
making section of the Department. He
continued in this post until his resigna-
tion in 1938, when he left to take up,
outside duties in Caulfield.

As a member of the V.R. Ambulance
Organisation, his achievement was out-
standing. He secured his first certi-
ficate in 1916, his Bronze Medallion
three years later, followed in 1921 by
his Silver Efficiency Medal, and in 1924
by the coveted Gold Life Membership
Medal. Three times, also, he won the
individual championship in the annual
competitions, and was second on two
other occasiors.

He commenced first Aid Corps work
with the Spencer Street No. 3 in 1917,
and during his association with it the
Corps twice won the Senior events in
the Annual Competitions, was placed
second on three occasions, and in another
year was third.

Mr. Oakley’s capable direction as
Superintendent of the Railway Officers’
Corps from 1924 to 1929 was responsible
for it securing one first-prize, and
three seconds in three consecutive years.

Highly esteemed by all who knew
him, Mr. Qakley leaves behind him a
record for honesty and energy in all
he undertook.

NEW ANNEXE FOR
PRODUCTION OF
AMMETERS & VOLTMET

NE of the activities of the Dep
ment brought about by the wa

the production of electrical instrurmms
for the Commonwealth Governmes

In a new wooden building, #
80 ft., recentlv constructed,
60 women are engaged in de
manufacture and assembly of
of the instruments. Al particls
dust must be kept away from the =
and windows and other direct aves
of wventilation have therefore
avoided. Air is washed and circu
in the workroom, the walls, ce
and polished floors of which are ps
with insulating wool.

The women are seated at
benches brilliantly lit with fluore
tube lighting of an average in:
of 70 foot candles. At one
where the work is of a more «
nature, illumination of slightlv
200 foot candles has been pro

Intricacy of Work

The intricacy of the work is <
by the fact that there is an averas
60 different parts in each sm=
strument, and there are 16 semw
operations required before the =
.ment is ready for service.

Approximately 275 voltmeter
ammeters are turned out each
which is very creditable as many
staff were previously dressmas
shop assistants, waitresses and r
and have quickly adapted themse
the task.

Work commences each cd:
7.30 a.m., and such is the attrs
of the work that one of the girls
in Seymour travels down fror
home town each day to Melk
and returns at night.

Some of the parts for the instres
are manufactured at the Ele
Workshops, Spencer Street, and T«
Division Workshops of the Departs
Others are supplied by several p=
firms.

TICKET CHECKER RETIR

MANY rapresentatives of all
assembled at Princes Bridge
tion on Friday morning, Februass
to farewell their esteemed comrads
Frank Ick, who retired after 40
service, 35 of which he had spess
the Princes Bridge Station.
Many of his comrades spoke iz
praise of Mr. Ick who has made
friends both in and outside the de
ment. At the conclusion Mr. ¥
Beagley, S.M., Flinders Stree:
sented him with a wallet of notes
In reply, Mr. Ick thanked and
great tribute to all his fellow w

Wholly set up and printed in As
at the Victorian Railways Printing W
Laurens Street, North Melbourne, fu=
Publishers, The Victorian Railways =

missioners.
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SUBSCRIBE NOW TO

DEPARTMENTAL GROUP SYSTEM PARTICULARS OF WH

UNDER THE

HANDLING FREIGHT TRAFFIC in the U.S.S. R

That is the ukase of the Commissar of Trans-

HE transport of freight traffic comes first, and then passengers
and luggage

port in the U.S.S.R,, and apart from urgent troop movements it

is the general practice to give precedence to freight.

In order to

restore the tramsport position, under the changed conditions after
the revolution, the U.S.8.R. decreed in 1935 that all main line pas-
senger services must be curtailed, and afterwards regulations for
securing the fullest and speediest use of the Soviet’'s fleet of goods

trucks were tightened up.

In a country where every major
industry is nationalised there is very
little private freight, and that con-
sists mainly of baggage and small
consignments in less than wagon
loads. Nevertheless, railwaymen will
learn with interest that *‘all persons
found guilty of arranging uneconomic
transport are liable to punishment >

Uneconomic transport covers a
quantity of offences. Conspicuous
among them are crosshauls of the same
classes of goods and hauls of goods
over unnecessarily long or short dis-
tances. Also, the transport of timber,
which is limited even in Siberia, is
forbidden over certain routes, whilst
firewood, banned in certain areas,
cannot be carried in other cases more
than 500 kilometres (approximately
311 miles). Since 1939 potatoes can-
not be carried from one area of Russia
to another.

Fullest use of Trucks

Most remarkable are the decrees
designed to secure the fullest use of
every truck in work under the banner
of the Sickle and Hammer. Following
a series of tests it was found that the
maximum time required for loading
any truck with a carrying capacity of
40 tons and over was four hours, and
in 1939 a table was issued giving the
various times permitted for loading
or unloading trucks (both covered and
open) of varying carrying capacities.

Where technical assistance is re-
quired and available, the loading or
unloading periods are arranged by the
Chief of the Goods Department of
the Railway Divisional Management.
Under certain conditions loading and
unloading periods allowed at ‘‘ private
sidings  are governed by contract,
but must not exceed the times fixed
in the tables.

Failure to load or unload within the
prescribed time brings penalties* start-
ing with one rouble per hour per two-
axle wagon for the first 12 hours and
increasing to 6 roubles officially 4/9d.)

per hour for over 36 hours delay. Also
the railway management can load or
unload at the eX{)ense of the consignor
or consignee, whilst goods which remain
in a wagon five days after the wagon
has been placed at the disposal of the
consignee are, after prior valuation by
the railway, sold by auction.

On the other hand, extra energy
in loading or unloading will be re-
warded by the return of 1 rouble per
wagon per hour for all the time saved
under the fixed periods.

To prevent congestion in railway
warehouses, charges are increased
fivefold. In special cases, the Com-
missar of Transport ‘‘may order
warehouse charges to be increased
tenfold and demurrage threefold .

All rail wagons must be loaded to
the fullest capacity—the loading ton-
nages for various commodities in the
several sizes of trucks ranging up to
60 tons capacity have been widely
circulated—and if a wagon containing
metals, coal, ore or grain has not
been loaded to the decreed capacity,

the person responsible is fined 1.50
roubles for every ton short.

Not less striking than those re-
gulations are ingenuities in loading
designed to make use of every cubic
inch of available space. A common
practice is to stow certain commo-
dities in the space between coupled
wagons and the system of carrying
three lorries on two wagons is pro-
bably unique in railway practice
anywhere.

The Soviet's drastic emphasis on the
importance of freight traffic as against
passenger traffic has not been lost on
Germany, where many of the measures
with regard to the transport of goods
are stated to '‘ bear a striking resem-
blance to those adopted in Russia’
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Another “Lively Corpse

HE following little piece, strit

ingly headed ‘A Lively Corpse

comes from the ¢ Greenbos
Record,” North Carolina, U.S5.A.

‘“'The pick-up in railroad busines

volume in the last decade, and mos
especially in the months since Work
War II broke out, has been gres
to the degree of astounding!
seems hardly possible now that or
a few years ago many people wem
counting the railroads out—savimy
they might stay in the picture a whis
fonger to carry ‘‘ heavy goods,” bu
asserting they would never agas
offer any serious competition for tw
planes, buses and trucks. How wrosyg
these prophets were |  And how luds
for us all that the railroads are s=i
in the game carrying their part of tis
nation’s transport load—the heaviest
such load in history—now when victs
is dependent to a very great degw
upon our ability to keep cargom
freight and passenger, rolling w
speed and safety.”

In this connection the added strz
taken by the Victorian Railways in =
war years 1s not without interest
indicated by the following figures

Year No. of Passenger Tonnage
Journeys

1938-39 142,123,567 5,250, 164

1939-40 144,649,075 5,547,022

1940-41 159,218,412 5,881,92

1941-42 180,981,900 6,765,4!

1942-43 195,830,057

Increase in 5 years 37.89

What a record those figures cove
Those mounting millions of passesg
journeys indicate the magnitude of =
service of transporting many thous
of men belonging to the three defes
arms, and, in the goods, increasing
over two million tons in two ves
we get a clue to the huge quant=
of munitions, equipment and other
necessities carried whilst meeting
greatly increased civilian demas
Much of that war transport was ;
vided at very short notice, and inclu
some remarkable episodes in wi
railway resourcefulness and inges
played dramatic parts.
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FRENCH RAILWAYS UNDER
GERMAN OCCUPATION

BOMBING THE JAP
IN NEW GUINEA

N the light of the tasks which

have beea set Victorian Rail-

waymen during the war it is
interesting to read what has been
happening to the Freuch railways
since the German occupation.

From the time of the German
advance into France until the armistice
in June, 1940, more than two-thirds
of the public transport of the country
was  interrupted. Following the
armistice the Germau iilitary authori-
ties controlled all the railways in- the
interests of the German Army. This
meant more trouble for the railways—
chief among them being the shortage
of rolling stock due to the large
amount ‘‘ requisitioned >’ by the Ger-
mans ; loss of track taken for use
in Russia ; scarcity of fuel and lubri-
cants ; the disruptive effects of the
R.AF. raids; and, up to the time of
the German entry into Vichy France,
the diversion of traffic to unusual
routes because of the demarcation line
between occupied and unoccupied
France. The lines of railways in
Alsace-Lorraine were appropriated as
part of the German system.

Shortages of coal and oil necessi-
tated progressive cuts in the services
until by the beginning of 1943 the pas-
senger train service was fess than 30 9%,
of the 1939 level. Despite that reduc-
tion the number of passengers carried
remained about the same as in pre-
war. Overcrowding became appalling,
necessitating the issue of ‘‘ tickets of
admission > giving access to the trains
but no claim to a seat. In addition,
the average fare was increased 30
per cent.

Two Notable Beanefits.

With the goods traffic, war damage
to tracks and installations and lack of
rolling stock, coal and oil caused many

difficulties. Out of sheer necessity
came two notable benefits. Firstly,
the loading of wagons improved

immensely, the average load per wagon
increasing from 9 ions pre-war to
114 tons in 1942. With only 79
per cent. of the opre-war total of
goods wagons the total tonnage in
1941 was 2 per cent. greater than
pre-war, and this, with the longer
hauls, brought about an increase of
15 per cent. in the ton wmileage. Sec-
ondiy, to enable the raounting traffic
to be handled a special effort was made
to secure more intensive use of the re-
duced number of engines and a re-
duction in the number of engines under
or awaiting repair.

Loading, unloading aad deliveries
continue on Sundays and holidays.
Stations are open for 14 hours a day.

No traffic is accepted for a distance
of less than 25 kilometres (154 miles).
The number of staff employed on the
French Railways prior to the war was
433,000, but l:as been considerably
reduced since.

The effect of the occupation on the
working hours of employes will be
readily appreciated from the following :

At st january, 1937, 8 hours per day for
298 days, with 52 rest days and 15
days’ leave, making a total of 2,384
working hours per annum.

From 1st January, 1937, to Ist Sep-
tember, 1939, application of the 40-hour
week

From Ist September, 1939, to Ist August,
1940, introduction (as a war measure)
of the 60-hour week.

From Ist August, 1940, the total number
of working hours were fixed at 2,408
per annum, but this seems to be a
theoretical minimum as operating
and maintenance grades are excluded.

Broken shifts are authorised up to a
16-hour spread with a 3-hour break.

Here’s An Unusual
Story Of Service

N unusual story of service con-

cerns a ladv and gentleman who

recently spent a happy day at
the Sir Colin Mackenzie Sanctuarv
at Healesville.

They had arrived at the Flinders
Street station in time to catch the
8.10 a.m. train which leaves the East
end of No. 1 Platform daily for
Healesville. The gentleman bought
the tickets, but on arrival at the barrier
on No. 1 Platform he found that he had
lost them. A hurried search failed to
reveal them, and when he explained
his predicament to the checker on
duty, he was allowed to travel on the
understanding that he would pay his
fare when he reached Healesville.

On arrtval at Lilvdale, however,
he was astonished to be met by ‘the
Stationmaster, swho informed him
that the tickets had been found at
Flinders Street and would be sent on
by the 5 p.m. train from Melbcurne.
They would be awaiting him at
Healesville on his return from the
Sanctuary in the evening, the Station-
master added.

Sure enough, the return tickets
were awaiting him, as mentioned, and
he came back highly impressed with a
service that should go to such trouble
to enable him to have his day out
without worry. He particularly com-
mends the checker who allowed him
to pass the barrier and the Station-
master at Lilydale who, after being
supplied with an accurate description
of him by telephone, picked him out
and relieved him of all further anxiety.

LIGHT Sergt. G. A. McAw.
R.AAF., formerly a ju

clerk in the Way and W
Branch, includes this bit of gr=

writing in a letter home :

‘“ We were awakened before ¢
one morning by the orderly officer
realised ‘‘something was cook=g
After a hurried breakfast (bully bee
proceeded to the briefing hut and ¢
that our target was tc be a coc
plantation.

‘““Once around the landing s
then off, and we climbed steeply ¢
over the Owen Stanley mounm
which are 9,000 feet at their low
point.

“Coming down to the sea
motors roaring at full power
barely missing the wave tops
shot over the beach and
directly ahead lav our targer
coconut plantation—looking ver
nocent. But it did not stay tha:
long. The whole plantation se
suddenly to spring to life and the
was full of tracer bullets and bur
shells. T could see the little v«
men quite clearly below the rs
and we had the pleasure of letus
with all our guns and seeing quw
few of the Japs go down.

"“About this time the =
gunner called up on the inter-
¢ Let’'s get out’r here. They are
everything at us except the ki
sink.” To this the navigates

plied: “That’s a lie, I saw t&
past five minutes ago. ‘B
away, the bombardier callec

leaving our calling cards with
little Nipponese friends we ders
for a more hospitable area to
the effect of our visit.

““ Our bombs were fitted wiz
layed action fuses to prevent darrs;
ourselves while flying so low, b
did not have long to wait anc
black clouds of dust and
suddenly spring into the air
beautiful oily flames right in the «
of the target.

‘“ When we were congratulating
another on good shooting and bos
the tail gunner called up wiz
disquieting news that he had
hit in the leg with a bullet anc
a big hole had been blown in ow
vator by a near flak burst.

‘* When nearly back we also mac
unpleasant discovery that the fabr:
tearing off the damaged elevater
Lady Luck stayed with us and we
safely and in one piece.”” A verysuccs
little outing, all things considerec.

Wholly set up and printed in A
at the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens Street, North Melbourne, £
Publishers, The Victorian Railwars
missioners.
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THREE POPULAR RAILWAYMEN PASS ON

THE LATE MR w. PHELAN

“ HIS only hobby was helpingother rail-

waymen.”” That is the unanimous
tribute of hundreds of V.R. em-
ployes to ‘‘ Big Bill ” Phelan, who died
fast month at the ripe old age of 81.

He joined the Service as a perma-
nent hand in 1882, and right up to his
retirement in 1926, he was conspicuous
in zll movements for the benefit of
railwaymen. He was President of
the V.R. Mutual Benefit Association
in 1896, and of the Amalgamated
Employes Association in 1901, the
predecessor to the Railways Umo'l
of which he was a Councillor.

In 1904 he nominated for the job of
employes’ representative on the Rail-
ways Board of Discipline. There were
fifteen candidates in the election, but
the power of his personality enabled
him to top the poll. In subsequent
elections for the post, which are held
every three years, he had two ‘¢ walk-
overs > and remained on the Board
up to his retirement.

When the V.R. Institute was being
mooted in 1909, Mr. Phelan was a
| member of the provisional committee,
and in the first election for the 17
Councillors of the Institute, he again
topped the poll. The Commissioners
appointed him the first Vice-President
of the Institute, and his ideals of
service, coupled with his ability
as a speaker and fine qualities as a
man, kept him in that position until
he retired into private life.

As a raillwayman he had wide
experience, serving as a shedman,
headporter, guard and signalman.

For 20 years he worked all the big
signal-boxes at North Melbourne, the

Viaduct, and Princes Bridge, and
finally became Block and Signal
Inspector.

But, standing above his excellent

official achievement in the Service,
was the record of his help to his fellow
employes. Every railwayman who grows
reminiscent about him has some telling
anecdote of his generosity.

®* 5 2

THE LATE MR. H. JCHNSON

retirement from the Service, Harry

Johnson, late of the Correspond-
ence Room of the Secretary’s Branch,
has passed on.

Those who knew this amiable,
unobtrusive railwayman will regret
his end. He had hosts of friends
over his outstanding record service
of 51} years, and no enemies. He
had cherished another record which
is not likely to be challenged in our
time. He had served under no fewer
than 25 Commissioners and had many
interesting reminiscences of some
who are now only names in the Service.

}UST a little over a year after his

Johnson joined the Railways
as a lad in the Telegraph Branch on
Derby Day, 1890. . Following short
periods in the old Telegraph Branch
and Yard Inspector’s Office, he spent
eight months in private employ, re-
turning to the Railways in the Secre-
tary’s Braoch, and remaining there—
in his latter days in control of the
correspondence - room—until his re-
tirement last year.

Johnson was a member of
an old railway family. His late father
was Benjamin Burton Johnson who
retired in 1909 and lived to the age of
84. In his time B. B. Johnson was an
expert concertina player and first
revealed the charm of long range
music by playing his concertina within
the audible range of long distance
railways telephones sysiems. He had
two other sons in the railways—Fore-
man Benjamin Burton Johnson of the
Electrical Workshops, Spencer Street,
and William Bennett Johnson, A.S.M.,
Burnley Group.

Another member of this railway
family was William Bennett Johnson,
uncle of the late Harry Johnson, a
senior telegraph operator at Spencer
Street for many vyears. The old
Johnson railway spiritis still maintained
by W. B. Johnson’s two sons—Burton
Blyth Johnson of the Transportation
Branch at the Head Office, and Eric
William Johnson, Senior Clerk of the
Bendigo Loco. The latter won the
Military Medal and Bar in the First
Great War.

* % »

THE LATE MR. J. J. WHITE

IED last month, deeply re-
D gretted by all who knew him,

Mr. John J. White, Supervisor
of the Ticket Checking Division.

He had held that post since 1940,
and his tact and diplomacy were an
immense asset in handling many
difficult situations brought about by
infringements of the V.R. By-Laws.

Mr. White, who was just on the
verge of 50 years, entered the Service
as a junior clerk in 1910. After about
6 years in the suburban area, he
entered the Metropolitan Superint-
endent’s office. Subsequently working
with the Officer-in-Charge of Ticket
Collection he laid the foundation of
his experience in ticket checking.

In 1922 he was transferred to the
Head Office, where he had control
of the Country Section of Special
Ticket Checkers, later qualifying for
the important post in which he died.

Mr. White’s hobby was his job.
He worked early and late and into
week-ends, never grudging that extra
bit of effort which is necessary for
full achievement, whatever the size
or the importance of the task.

APPOINTMENT OF!

W.FORREST AS SIG!
AND TELEGRAPH

ENGINEER

MR. S. P. Jones, who has retired
the post of Slgnal and Tels

.Engine.er,' and is now busily eng
in bringing up-to-date estimates

cost in connection with the conv
of the
gauge,

has been succeeded by

W. Forrest, his assistant in the &

and Telegraph Division for the
22 years.

Mr.

Forrest, who is a nac

Beechworth, joined the Departms

an apprentice in the Telegraph E
in 1905, after matriculating {

University. When the Telegraps

Signal Sections were later
gamated, Mr. Forrest became =

and subsequently a draftsman =

Signal and Telegraph Branch.
Enlisting for service in the

World War, he left Australiz

the Signal Engineers in 1915,

sequently gaining a commissios

served 1n both Egypt and
After the war he spent nine -
with various English Railway

panies investigating Signal Enz

ing practices.
Wide Experience

Returning to Australia, he re
his work as draftsman and
graduating through the various s

of the Branch and gaining w:is

perience in its mechanical anc
trical activities, he was ap:
Construction Engineer, and later
tenance Engineer, which posi:
held until his appointment as A
Signal and Telegraph Enginee:

He is 2 member of the Ins:
of Signal Engineers, England,
as associate member of the Ins:
of Engineers, Australia.

The successor to Mr. For
Assistant Signal and Telegrar
gineer, is Mr. C. B. Youn:
started his railway career in 1907
apprentice fitter and turner in *
Signals Shops at Newport. S:
later he was appointed Electrical
in-Charge at Seymour.

Subsequently Mr. Young c
Head Office as a draftsman anc
on assisted Mr. G. H. Wion
installation of power operated
equipment in the metropolitas
including the first metropolitan
interlocking signal apparatus
South Yarra signal-box.

After spending a period che
all circuit work for power sigsz
etc., he became Power Signal
struction Engineer. Mr. Yousy

been a member of the Level C-
Committee since 1932,

Victorian system to stamd
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“WILD LIFE IN BUSHLAND”

THAT is the appealing title of the first colour ‘‘ talkie” pro-

duced by the Department.

Indeed, it is one of the first

colour ‘‘ talkies” made in Australia, and is the present
summit of achievement in the production of shortfilms, prepared
for the purpose of educating the public in the beauty of Victoria.

““ Wild Life in Bushland,” which
runs for twenty minutes, was produced
under the supervision of Mr. L. C.
Bromilow, Acting Manager of Publicity
and Tourist Services, and in col-
laboration with Mr. D. Fleay, Director
of the Sir Colin MacKenzie Sanctuary
at Healesville, which is the setting
for the production. The commentary
is by Mr. John Dease, from the manu-
script by Mr. Norman McCance,
and the outstanding photography is
the work of Mr. Bert Fairfoul, of
the Publicity and Tourist Staff.

The film is quite unique, being the
first record in colour of much of Aus-
tralia’s fauna, under practically natural
conditions at the Sir Colin Mac-
Kenzie Sanctuary. It is obvious
that the job of recording characteristic
ways and habits of so many birds,
animals and reptiles, many of them
shy, or otherwise difficult subjects
for the camera, involved a great deal
of intimate, patient photography. In
this direction, of course, Mr. Fleay’s
co-operation was invaluable. The
colour shots, secured at night, are
particularly interesting, being the first
of this kind attempted under outdoor
conditions.

Magnificent Colour

Highlights of the film are the mag-
nificent colour of many of the birds,
a lyrebird family at dinner feeding a
‘“foster ” chick, an all-in wrestle
between a giant old-man kangaroo
and a Cape Barren goose, a green
tree-climbing snake shown against
the skyline, and the Director of the
Sanctuary, Mr. D. Fleay, fondling
a lengthy Queensland python.

Originally conceived, like its pre-
decessors, to encourage travel and
develop a tourist sense in those who
are unconscious of the natural loveli-
ness around them, ¢ Wild Life in
Bushland,” together with our other films
has developed a new mission, i.e.,
educating and entertaining the Austral-
ian and Allied Services, and there is
now a keen demand for them, particular-
ly among American soldiers.

The technical work of the film
is of a high order. The film was made
on Kodachrome processed by the Kodak
Co. and the sound track was the work
of Kinelab Pty. Ltd., Sydrey.

The Australian and Allied Services
have standardised on 16 mm. film,
but until recently it was impossible
to put a sound track on 16 mm.
colour film. This particular difficulty
has now been overcome in ¢ Wild Life
in Bushland.”

ANOTHER HANDSOME
GIFT BY ARARAT V.R.
AUXILIARY

HE Ararat V.R. Patriotic Auxil-

I jary is maintaining its place
in the news by its generous gifts

to war charity movements. Last
November, it presented a mobile
canteen, costing £870, to the Salvation
Army. This canteen, which carries
100 gallons of liquids and is fitted
with an amplifying system, a short-
wave radio and a gramophone, is
proving immensely valuable. Con-

- firmation of this comes from Major

Satchell of the Salvation Army, who
has just ‘returned from a visit to the
forward areas. He has informed the
Committee that he saw the canteen in
operation and that it is giving wonder-
ful service to the troops.

Realising the great work that is
being done by the Salvation Army,
the Ararat Auxiliary has now decided
to donate to the Army a refrigerator
for the use of Australian Servicemen
on any battlefront where it can be
most effectively employed. This
refrigerator will cost £240, and when
it is ready for service it will be specially
presented at Ararat to the Salvation
Army by the local Auxiliary Commit-

tee.
* ¥* *

The series of free Sunday enter-
tainments for Servicemen, which have
proved a great attraction during the
past three years, were resumed at the
V.R. Institute on April 16th. There
are actually two concerts each Sunday—
one at 3 p.m. conducted by the Central
Committee of the V.R. Patriotic Fund,
and the other at 8.15 p.m., sponsored
by the combined Committees of the
Newport Workshops Auxiliary and
Sports Auxiliary.

Tea, cakes and sandwiches are
features of the afternoon concert of
song, music and dancing, and a fine
aspect is the voluntary labour gener-
ously provided by numerous girls,
including many from the V.R. Refresh-
ment Services. Professional enter-
tainers, who frequently appear at these
happy little gatherings, give their
services free, and the only expense
is the small amount required for the
purchase of refreshments. The concert
items involve no extra charge to the
Committees concerned.

Veteran V.R. Ma
Returns
From Prison Cam

PRIVATE Peter James, who enls
from the Paint Shop at Newpor
do his bit in the present war,
have an unusual record as a s
Though only 44, he is a veteran of
First Great War, having enlisted a=
in the 6th Battalion. His service
the present war has been with the A:
Medical Corps in the Middle East

He was among the many
tralians left behind and taken pos
when Crete was evacuated in |
1941, and it was his good fortuse
be one of the ‘‘exchange” Dz
who were released and returne
Australia last month.

He has had 2% years’ exper
of enemy prison camps. Tw
three weeks on black bread and
tea in a concentration camp in
were followed by a fortnigh:
Salonika, where the premier ite
the menu was biscuit soup, acw
little more than boiled biscuits, -
were given out only for breakfa:

In Germany, the food was
little better. Botled potatoes
occasional soup, potato dum:
and rare issues of pork were
sufficient to keep him alive, t*
he and several others suffered
beri beri, due to malnutrition
had to be kept in one of the :
hospitals for some weeks.

Like most other prisoners, b
compelled to work, and toiled nuw
ten hours daily building drains
heavy farm labor where the
were from 5.30 a.m. to 10.0
interrupted for three half-hous
breakfast, dinner and tea. It
be added that the last-namecd
was generally the warmed-up res
of the rudimentary dinner of :
dumpling helped down with
soup.

Private James declares that the
tude of the Germans to Ausim
prisoners ranged from the offic
the mildly genial, but the sk
breach of the Regulations was ses
punished. Two or three Aupswm
prisoners who showed defiance

refused to work were given three
‘" solitary ”’ on bread and water

ENLISTMENTS.

R.A.A.F.

AD Porter R. A. Ashwell

Porter D. A, Brown ; App. C
V. A. Burgess; App. Student T. ¢
well ; Lad Lbr. P. J. Davern; J=
L. L. Dixon; Lad Lbr. A. E. D=
Lad Porter G. E. Gale; Lad Peor
G. Gale; Lad Porter D. A. Hil
Porter J. L. Lawrie ; Lad Porter
McLean ; App. Student G. N. M
Lad Labr. R. C. Roberts; J=-
G. P. Tait ; Lad Porter W. E. W. T
Lad Porter K. J. Toohey; Lac
R. L. Watts.

Wholly set up and printed in A
at the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens Street, North Melbourne. “w
Publishers, The Victorian Railwam
missioners.
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Fine Team Work Revealed

N April 28th, on a 7-ft. embankment about 2 miles on the
‘“down ”’ side of Berrybank station, a broken rail resulted in
the derailment of a number of ‘““ GY” and © GZ” trucks

loaded with bulk wheat.

After making some progress in the

rerailing operations, which were undertaken without discharging
the loading, the foundation for the packing of the 60-ton wrecking
crane failed, with the result that the crane overturned and slid

down the bank.

Lifting up the Derailed 60-ton Crane.

To deal with this situation, which
it is hoped will be unique in the history
of the Victorian Railways, a break-
down train with a 60-ton and a 30-ton
wrecking crane was despatched to the
scene under Mr. Cornish, Chief
Foreman, North Melbourne I.oco-
motive Depot.

Owing to its high centre of gravity
and its weight of approximately 90
tons, the lifting and rerailing of the
overturned crane presented unusual
difficulties. It was first lifted up to
rail level still in the overturned position,
and was packed with sleepers to hold
it whilst the tackle was adjusted
for turning the crane right way up.

For this packing, and the packing
of the two working cranes, three
truck loads of sleepers were required
in addition to the tons of oregon
packing normally carried on the
breakdown train.

The most difficult operation—that of
pulling the crane into an upright posi-
tion-—then commenced. As there were
no trees in the vicinity which could be
utilised as anchors, beams were sunk
intc the ground, cables were placed
around them and led through pulleys
so that the tractive power of a “C”’
and an ‘‘ A2 engine could be applied
¢to the crane., Although through the
arrangement of the pulleys the pull
of the engines had been multiplied
by three, they had to exert their maxi-
mum tractive effort to bring the crane
back slowly into its upright position.

The derailment occurred in the
area swept by the disastrous fires
early in the year, and the wind blew
across the desolate plains without
interruption at almost gale force during
the whole of the rerailing operations.

At first the men were almost
blinded by the ashes from the track ;
then, just as goggles arrived on the
Monday evening, it started to rain
heavily and the goggles were not
required. Almost without pause it
| blew and rained, with occasional
| hail storms, until the following Fridayv

|

when the job was completed, and the
service on this busy line restored.

‘

|

During the whole period of a long
job in exceptionally bad weather, and
involving difficulties calling for much
resourcefulness and ingenuity, Rolling
Stock and Way and Works personnel
working as a perfect team were all
| animated by the desire to complete the
| task as rapidly as possible. The
| Refreshment Room Service at Geelong
and the Dining Car Depot in Mel-
bourne rendered great assistance in

‘
| providing the foodstuffs required
| during the operation.

The Commissioners were so im-

that they have expressed their special
thanks in a perscnal letter addressed to

‘ pressed with the excellence of the job
i
i everyone engaged on if.

in Berrybank Derailment

1

Fit. Lieut. Ken. Richa
Scores Again !

OLLOWING his fine ach

ment (mentioned in the

issue of the ‘‘News Lens
in blowing up a 3,000-ton ship
splitting 1n two another vesse
5,000 tons off the Jugo-Slav.
for which exploits he received
D.F.C., Flt.-Lieutenant Ken Rich
has again sprung into bannered -
in the press for scoring a hit o-
Pescara Dam.

Fle.-Lieutenant Richards was
of a number ordered to smash th
sluice gates of the great Dam
10 nules from the Allies’ Ac
front.

The effect of the combined :
wis to release a vast quantity of «
which raced towards the tows
Pescara, flooding supply and
centration areas behind the enes
east coast disposition, under the
mand of Field Marshal Kesse
and destroying for the imme
future one of Italy’s chief sourc=
hydro-electric power.

The dive-bombing crews hac
specially trained for weeks in
coming the particular problems
sented by this dangerous raid.
stated that ‘‘they were briefe:
make a power dive through &
flak, and their bombs had to cras®
a small target from a low level b=
heavy automatic explosions wem
quired to crack the iron sluice gzs

Flt.-Lieutenant Richards hz:
dently learned his lessons thorc
and his genius for hitting the &
eye is revealed by the further
reference to the fact that he
swooped down on the railway
at Pescara and had blown an im=
hole in that strategically vz
structure.

SERVICE.

R, F. Meldrum, T. & G. Bou

- Corner of Collins and B
Streets, Melbourne, records h:
preciation of geod service in this &
to the Chairman of Comumissione

“ Yesterday morning, as I was =
ling to the City by train from Gle
one of your ticket checkers boardes
train. To my dismay, I found !
lost my ticket. Now this story has
happy eading and that is why I =
it to you.

1 was not made to feel a fe
the checker. On the contrary :
pleasant and tactful,
would ring Glen Iris and see w:
I had dropped the ticket on thke
form. The ticket was found
Stationmaster, Glen Iris, and
1 reported to him last evening &
most courtcous—even to the ex
refunding me 84d. for my ticke
the City fo Glen Iris.

““Will you please accept my
gratulations on your staff and
through official channels my apyrm
tion of the action of the checker an:
Stationmaster at Glen Iris.”
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V.R. PATRIOTIC FUND—£45,000 in UNDER 4 YEAR

P to the end of April last the

Patriotic Fund had been es-

tablished 3 years and 8 months,
and over that period the handsome
total of [£45,001 had been raised.
That represents an average of over
£1,000 a month, somewhat higher
than the Committee’s ambition when
the Fund was first established. At
the present rate of earning, the com-
pletion of 4 years’ activity at the end
of August next, should see the striking
total of £50,000.

Although the result to date is an
excellent one it could still be much
better. The number of contributors
is increasing, but there are thousands
of railwaymen who have not authorised
the small deduction of 6d. a fortnight
from their pay envelopes as a regular
gift to the V.R. Patriotic Fund.
As considerable sums are now being
devoted to the relief of war prisoners,
every man in the railways should con-
tribute his ““ mite ”’, just for the pleas-
ure of feeling that he is doing some-
thing for fellow railwaymen who are
in enemy hands.

The Aircraft Auxiliary at the Aircraft
Area, Newport Workshops, which was
established as an Auxiliary of the V.R.
Patriotic Fund about six months ago,
has already raised more than £1,000—
a remarkable performance.

The value of this activity, carried on
by an energetic Committee, of which
Mr. R. J. Murray, Area Manager at
Newport, is Chairman, Miss N. Bradley,
is Secretary, and Mr. E. F. McDonald
is Treasurer, is shown by the substantial
dopations which it has already made
to the Australian Red Cross, Australian
Comforts Fund, Red Cross Prisopers’
of War Fund, Air Force House, Blamey
House and similar organizations. The
Auxiliary also allots some of its steadily
mounting income to the Beaufort
Squadron Adoption Fund, and is sending
parcels to ex-members of the Aircraft
Area staff who are now in the fighting
forces. In short, it is putting up an
achievement of which any patriotic
organisation might be proud.

* % %

Owing to the absence for a well-
earned rest of Mr. W. E. Elliott
Honorary Secretary of the V. R.

Patriotic Fund, work in the State-wide
raffle in aid of the Fund, which was
referred to in the April issue of the
‘“ News Letter,” was temporarily sus-
pended. With the welcome return of
Mr. Elliott much improved in health,
arrangements for the Raffle will soon
be completed.

Earnest consideration is also being
given to the project for despatching
2 parcels a year to ex railway members
of the fighting forces.

Here let us commend the generosity
of Mr. W. O’Shea and the staff of the
Bendigo Loco. Depot, who intend to
donate to the local Auxiliary of the V.R.
Patriotic Fund the amount of the first
prize (£2/10/-) won by them in the
Locomotive and Works Depots sections
of the Annual Competition for Tree-
planting and Decoration of Stations,
eic. as shown oa page 3.

NEW CAFETERIA AT
ST. KILDA STATION

ENCOURAGED by the success of the

‘ cafeterias at Spencer Street and
Flinders Street railway stations, the
Department has converted the Refresh-
ment Room at St. Kilda station iato a
cafeteria of simpler type.

Patrons at St. Kilda now pick up
the necessarv tray and cutlery at the
end of a long counter, and then choose
from the array of cold foods—salads,
sandwiches, scones, rolls and butter,
sweets, etc.—or secure, further along
the counter, a hot joint or entree
with vegetables, or a meat pie together
with tea, coffee, or milk. The cost of
the refreshments is rapidly assessed
by a cashier and paid by the customer
who then proceeds to a table.

Since its debut as a cafeteria,
the upper room at Flinders Street
station has had an average of 900
customers per day, as compared with
500 per day before its conversion.

The Spencer Street cafeteria also
maintains its attraction. As a dining-
room, it averaged 1,270 customers
per dav, but as a smart, modern
cafeteria it has achieved a daily average
of 2,300.

The demand for Victorian Railways
meals elsewhere continues to be heavy,
and an interesting sidelight is pro-
vided in the record number of 5,713
dinners served in the dining car of
¢“ Spirit of Progress "’ during the four
weeks ended Februarv 12 of this year.
The previous ‘‘ high” in this special
service was 5,428 dinners for the four
weeks ended December 18 last.
On the ‘“ Up” journeyvs the demand
for breakfasts is similarly heavy,
the daily average served recently
reaching the high figure of 230.

ANOTHER LONG SERVICE
RAILWAYMAN.

N a reference to the late Mr. H.

Johnson in last issue, it was stated

that he had been in the Depart-
ment for 51} years, and also had served
under no fewer than 25 Commissioners.
This record, it was declared, was
“not likely to be chailenged.”

Actually, it has been challenged
bv Mr. Robert Harsley, a sawyer
working at Spotswood, who writes
that in addition to serving under 23
Commissioners he has‘‘had 52 vears of

continuous work in the Ratlways
Depariment where I am stll em-
ploved.”

Mr. Harslev, who was born in

1877, retired 1in January, 1942, but
owing to the shortage of staff is being
retained In a supernumerary capacity
in his old job.

Good luck to vou, Mr. Harsley.

| Loud Speaker System
Bendigo Goods Yard

{

|

|

! ENDIGO Goods Yard h:

' cently been equipped with
speakers, and from his

the Yard Foreman can now

the movements of trucks in the

1‘ Staff in the Yard desiring tc
| to him can, in their turn,
i confer with the Yard Foreman.

At any time, the Yard Forema=
visit any part of the Yard and by «
a convenient telephone, can
operations by means of the
speakers, a facility which also ¢
J Bendigo Control to reach him
\ time, anywhere in the Yard.
| This system of communi:
i which has proved so successful
} Melbourne Goods Yards, simpl.
| performance of Yard operat:
| proper sequence, and places :
perience of foremen more efic
at the service of shunters.

i The same system will soon b

| duced at Ararat, and ultime:
| Ballarat and Geelong.
|

The system of loud speak
passenger platforms which has -

‘ so valuable at Flinders Street, >
| Street, and Ballarat stations, -
’ been introduced at Bendigo stz

" Holiday Train Assaciatio
| Fine Record

' VHE Holiday Train Assos

[ held its annual meeting »

| V.R. Institute, Flinders ==

| last month. One by-productof 2

) evening was the presentation

i cheque for £36 to the V.R. P:

| Fund. The Association’s gifts

| Fund now total £105—an excs

| achievement.

l This was the ‘‘tenth birt

} party of the Association, whict

| under war conditions still has 2

| bership of 427. At least a dozen

first Holiday Train party in 1%

| still members of the Associatics

| Up to the outbreak of hostili=

! 1939, 55 Holiday Train trips, ¢
a total number of 5,327 pass
had been run, and had embrace

i section of the State as well a:

. of South Australia.

I The receipts had reached .

of which about (13,000 repre

Departmental revenue.

Wholly set up and printed in A
at the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens Street, North Melbourne,
Publishers, The Victorian Railwax:
missioners.
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