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NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS |Met. Buffalo Bookings Are Up |

WE MUST KEEP THEM !

ESOLUTION-MAKING  is  tra-
ditionally associated with the be-

ginning of another year. Most people

pause reflectively recapture
those moments when their mistakes
were made . . . firmly determine never

to be guilty of a repetition—and then
completely forget all their good in-
tentions.

This year, however, the circum-
stances are so vastly different, so fraught
with all manner of distasteful possi-
bilities that the making of resolutions
must, as never before, be backed up
by a grim resolve to adhere to them.

All Vitally Concerned

The British Empire is at war. We
all know that, but to guard against
inertia that fact must be ever in our
minds. Directly and indirectly we are
all vitally concerned with the outcome
of this tremendous struggle. It is
being waged heroically against an enemy
who attaches little value to justice,
freedom and humanity as we know
and treasure those fundamental fea-
tures of life.

Firm Resolve Neaded
Hence the need for resolution-
making on a granite basis.

We must resolvc to be loyal in all our
thoughts and actions. As members of
this national railway service, we have a
great tradition to maintain, and this
demands at all times faithful perfor-
mance of our various jobs.

Keep in mind this salient fact : the
railways are of the highest importance
in wartime. The Russo-Japanese war
was lost through a breakdown of the
Russian railway system. Should our
country be invaded our fate would
depend enormously on the ability of
the Australian railway systems to meet
more severe and sustained demands
than have ever arisen in time of peace.

What We Must Do !

Wasteful, uneconomic methods must
be relentlessly looked for and ban-
ished extravagance in time and
materials must be just as relentlessly
avoided.

In short, let us make our New
Year resolutions—and then steadfastly
keep to them. . .

VALUABLE METALS
BEING RECLAIMED

UCCESS has followed the at-

tention which the Stores

Standardization Committee
has given to the better classifica-
tion of non-ferrous borings from
machines in the Rolling Stock
Branch workshops and locomotive
depots.

With the outbreak of war, the
reclamation of these borings—mainly
the alloys of tin, copper zinc, anti-
mony and lead—assumed greater im-
portance than previously as there was
more than a possibility of shortage
of some of these metals under war
conditions.

Machines Screened

To improve the segregation and
also to obviate the purchase of large
quantities of new materials, all im-
portant machines are now being
fitted with screens and catchments to
enable operators to collect, in adjacent
storage bins, the various classes of
borings.

Results to date are highly satisfac-
tory. Already one depot, which pre-
viously collected only one cwt. of pure
borings to every five cwt. of heavily
mixed borings, is now collecting in
the proportion of four cwt. of pure
metal, one cwt. of lightly mixed and
one cwt. of heavily-mixed.

Benefits Derived

The better grades will be re-melted
at the Workshops and, with small
additions of pure tin or antimony,
will be suitable for re-use, thus en-
abling the Department to be more self-
supporting, reducing the volume of
imports and at the same time securing
useful economies.

REDUCED TARIFF EFFECT

IAKING advantage of the greatly |
Z reduced tariff which operated at
The Chalet, Mt. Buffalo National
Park, until December 16 last, an
increasing number of holidaymakers
from all parts of the Commonwealth
are now extolling the springtime at-
tractions of this mountain wonderland.

Evidence of the stimulating effect
of the reduced rate—an 8-day all-
inclusive tour from Melbourne for
only £5/19/6d., usually £7/15/—
is seen in a comparison between the
number of visitors during November,
1938 and 1939.

In November, 1938, 863 guests
stayed at The Chalet—an average of
29 per day. In the same month of
1939, the figures soared to 2,604 and
87 respectively.

From the end of January to the be-
ginning of Easter, the rate for an 8-day
all-inclusive tour from Melbourne will
be £6/19/6d. which, for these popular
holiday months, is only £1 more than
the low rate of £5/19/6d. which will
again operate between March 30 and
June 30.

R

Bureau Revenue, Too

THER significant tourist hap-

penings during November last

included a rise of nearly £3,500
in the revenue at the Head Office of
the Victorian Government Tourist
Bureau, compared with November,
1938.

In a recent week the bookings
made at the Bureau for hotel and
guest-house accommodation was an
all-time record.

This convenient service, which is
entirely free to patrons, is only one of
the many facilities which have won

for the Bureau and Branches the
distinction of performing the most
comprehensive  tourist  service in
Australia.

PRAISEWORTHY FIRST AID RESULTS
EXAMPLE TO ALL STUDENTS

ALTHOUGH results of the first aid
examinations for 1939 are not yet
available, it is clear that the number
of students obtaining certificates is
substantially greater than during 1938.

A general all-round improvement
has been appreciatively noted by the
Ambulance Officer (Mr. V. E. South-
wood) who said that the results at
three centres were worthy of special
mention. They should, he said, prove
an inspiration to all employes attending
first aid classes.

During the last series of classes
at Bendigo, 94 students were ex-
amined ; of these 82 passed. Thirty-
four were examined at the Melbourne
Goods Sheds and 32 secured certi-
ficates. A noteworthy performance

was registered by the Rolling Stock
Head Office class of 15 students,
14 of whom were first year students
and gained their certificates.

““In these three classes,” Mr.
Southwood stated, ‘‘ we have striking
evidence of the value of consistent
attendance at the lectures—and, what
is of equal importance, marked at-
tention by individuals to the ad-
dresses and demonstrations by the
instructors.

‘“It cannot be too often stressed that
regular, interested attendance at the
classes is the secret of success. It is
important, too, that between lectures
students should discuss first aid prob-
lems amongst themselves. The resul-
tant exchange of ideas is mutually
beneficial.”
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THESE RAILMEN HAVE ENLISTED FOR WAR SERVICE

Bendigo Open Forum
A Big Success

ITH ‘“ Judgment Through En-

lightenment ” as its broad, com-
mendable objective, the Bendigo Open
Forum has quickly become established
as an important feature of life in the
northern city, In the forefront of the
Movement are two Victorian Railway-
men : Kevin P. Coyle (Accounting
Officer) who is President, and Bob
Dodds (Senior Train Despatcher), who
is Treasurer.

In close association with the
University of Melbourne, the Open
Forum presents at public meetings
both sides of local, national and
international questions exercising the
minds of people. It is stimulating
individual discussion and assisting
people to grasp the meaning of world
affairs, thus tending towards mutual
understanding.

Since June last the Movement has
held monthly meetings, each being
overflowingly attended by more than
600 people. Each subject is dis-
cussed from a platform by experienced
speakers, including prominent lec-
turers from the Melbourne University.
Later, questions are invited from the
audience.

Mr. J. G. Medley, Vice-Chancellor
of the Melbourne University, launched
the Open Forum at Bendigo which
is the first of its kind outside an
Australian capital city.

Mr. Coyle is naturally delighted with
the success of the venture. He stresses
the facilities which membership of the

Movement possesses for all railwaymen
in Bendigo and environs.

RETIREMENT OF
MR. A.P. BURDEU

<« 1T’S an ill-wind that . . . .. » That

axiom springs to mind at the news

of the resignation of Mr. A. P. A.
Burdeu (Chief Clerk, Train Running
Room Statistics). Although unequal,
due to ill-health, to continue a railway
career notable for its high capacity
and great sense of duty, Mr. Burdeu
will devote all his time to ameliorating
the conditions of the Australian abo-
He is President of the Abo-

rigines. .
rigines Protection League. For years
the aboriginals have had no more

determined and successful worker on
their behalf than Mr. Burdeu. He
founded the Aborigines Uplift Society
and, in addition to public addresses
and written propaganda, he established
and edited a monthly journal devoted
to promote the interests of the abo-
rigines. Mr. Burdeu’s life has been
a busy one, particularly during the
past six years when he was the Presi-
dent of the Federation of Salaried
Railway Officers (Victorian Divisionk

’ —

ROLL OF HONOUR

EGINNING with this issue,
B the ‘‘News Letter” will

publish the names of those
Victorian Railwaymen who, as
members of the 2nd A.LF., the
Naval and Air Forces, have re-
sponded for active service in war
zones. Up to mid-December, the
number of men concerned was

160. (In addition, nearly 800 rail-
waymen are serving with the
Militia).

This month the men who have
enlisted in the 2nd A.L.F. are shown.,
In subsequent issues, those in the
Naval and Air Force will be listed.

2nd A.LF,

AS. Labr. E. ). Amy; Lad Llabr. N. G.

Armstrong ; Labr. P. C. Ahlston ; Labr.
J. Bates ; Cas. Labrs. A.W. Bowden and R.
Brooker ;  Appce. B'maker J. D. Baxter ;
Labr. J. R. Brent; Repr. K. Bott; Porter
R. H. Crane ; tabr. A. C. Cook ; Coal Stage
Employe E.W. Copley ; Lad Labr. B. R. Coles ;
Repr. J. F. Cross; Cas. Labr. ). P. Cleary.

Cas. Labrs. F. Dennehy and G.W. Dickinsen ;

Appce. C'smth 1. D. Donohue ; Repr. L. H.
Denning ; Cas. Labr. V. J. E. Eldridge ;
Storeman J. P. Elliott ; Testing Asst. H. C.
Foulkes ; Cas. Labr. F. J. Finch ; Skid. Labr.
N. C. Fields ; Repr. A. J. Fry ; Cas. Labr.
J. F. Gray ; Labr. ). F. Hume ; Lad Labr. S.

Hedt; Repr. H. G. Harvey; Repr.N. L. Hunt;
Clerk G. H. Haliiday.

Appce. B'smth K. A. Jones; Cas. Labrs.
E. P. Kennedy, H. ). Kennedy and D. R. Ken-

SERGEANT J. P. Cleary, of the 2ad
A.LF., who was fatally injured in a
motor accident mnear the camp at
Puckapunyal last month, was a casual
laborer at the Melbourne Goods Sheds.
He leaves a wife and one child. Born
in 1911, he had been continuously as-
sociated with the Department since
1933, his versatility and capacity in
station porter’s work making him a
valuable member of the division. At
the time of his enlistment with the
2nd A.LF. on November 1 last, he was
studying for his safeworking certificate.
For some years, Sergeant Cleary had
been greatly interested in military
affairs. Immediately prior to joining
the Z2nd A.ILF. he was a Quartermaster-
Sergeant in the 34th Field Battery.

nedy ; Parcels Porter W. I. Lee ; C’smcth Asst.

H. M. Lynch ; Repr. D. L. Lovell ; Labr. R.
Loftus ; Skld. Labr. J. Moroney ; Cas. Labrs.
W. T. Mowat and H. J. Murray ; Labr. G. G.

Milne ; Repr. ). McDowall ; Labr. A, MclLean ;
Block Recorder W. A. Norrish ; Repr. E. V.
Owens.

Clerk E. M. Pontin ; Cas. Labr. E. Price ;
Shunter P. ). Pigott ; Cas. Labrs. C. Russell
and B. L. Rose ; Bookstall Attdt. A. J. Spence ;
Messgr. J. H. Sinclair ; Lad Labr. W. G. Scale ;
Cas. Labr. V. J. Staveley ; Engine Cleaner
S. V. Schilling ; Lad Labr. A. L. Shadbolt ;
Repr. A. Sullivan; Office Cleaner A. R.
Thompson ; Repr. A. Thompson ; Cas. Labrs.
G. Tucker and G. H. Thwaites ; Labr. J. W.
Waterson ; Cas. Labr. D. Whitaker ; Repr.
H. J. Worle ; Engine Cleaner J. A, Young.

To these railwaymen and those who
join the forces in the future, the ‘‘News
Letter 7 veflects the thoughts of their
colleagues in the service by saying :
‘“ALL THE VERY BEST!”—a
characteristically  warm  Australian
phrase with a wvery deep and sincere
meaning. . .

Ex-V.R.Man Now
Trade Envoy

LATEST ex-Victorian Rallwayman to secure

an important appointment with the Federal
Government is Mr. H. R, Gollan who has been
appointed Australian Trade Commissioner in
India. In  making the announcement last
month, the Minister of Commerce (Senator
MclLeay) emphasised that wartime conditions
made this position highly important to Aus-

tralia.
Mr. Gollan’s career has been
remarkably varied, the cumulative

effect foreshadowing a most success-
ful term in promoting Australian
trade. Starting as’a journalist on the
‘“ Hamilton Spectator,” he subse-
quently occupied advanced reporting
and sub-editorial positions on several
Melbourne daily newspapers.

Later he enlisted with the A.L.F.,
saw service on Gallipoli and in France,
and returned as a Captain, with the
D.S.O. and M.C.

A few years in journalism preceded
his appointment in 1925 as Assistant
Railways Publicity Officer. Two years
later he became Manager of the Vic-
torian Government Tourist Bureau
which position he relinquished in 1929
to become Assistant General Manager
of ‘‘ The Argus.”

Subsequently he was appointed
Managing Editor of ‘“'The Star
then Manager of ‘“The Argus”;
and in 1937 he accepted an appoint- |
ment in India as representative of the
Australian National Travel Association. |

Some January Birthdays

TN. MASTER W. Braddy, of Bright,

and Goods Checker A Fraser, of
Geelong, on the first ; Fencing Asst. A. G.
Parkinson, of Flinders-st., on the third;
Carpenter G. A. Masterton, of Spotswood,
on the fifth; Ganger H. H. Patterson, of
Hamilton, on the sixth ; Asst, Chief Elec.
Engineer C. G. H. McDonald on the
seventh ; Staff Board Member J. Fether-
stonhaugh and Repr. W. R. Broughton, of
East Camberwell, on the 8th; Asst. Estate
Officer A. Rogerson, on the ninth;
B'maker R. S. Davis, of Newport, on the
10th ; Clerk C. L. Myers, of Traffic Bch.,
and Elec. Trn. Driver A. M. Lowerson, of
Eltham, on the 11th ; Road Transpt. Superv.
C. G. Walker and Elec, Fitter F. C. Jacob-
sen. of Newport, on the 12th; B. & S.
Inspr. W, H. D’Ambrosio, of Seymocur, on
the 13th; Repr. W. G. Gladman, of Bal-
larat Nth., on the 14th; Ldg. Hd. Car-
penter P. H. Box, of Flinders-st., on the
15th; Subn. Guard N. Hart, of Eastmalvern,
on the 16th; Elec. Mech. J. F. Andrew, of
Flinders-st., on the 17th; Repr. S. Mira-
bella, of Hastings, on the 19th; Sub-
Fcreman R. Densham, of Newport, on the
20th ; Skld. Labr. A. H. Fox, of Ouyen,
on the 21st; Gatekeeper T. M. McAuliffe,
of Nth. Cariton, on the 22nd; Asst. Stn.
Master J. A. Crack, of Reservoir, on the
23rd ; Ganger G. S. Perry of Bealiba, on
the 25th; Carpenter R. Mitchell, of Bal-
larat, on the 26th ; Spl. Guard M. A. Dean
and Skld. Lab, P. J. Doyle, of Melb. Goods
on the 27th; Publicity & Tourist Services
Manager L. C. Bromilow, and Clerk J.
Lyons, of W. & W. Staff Office, on the
28th ; Flec. Trn, Driver G. Davey, on the
31st. —D.T.D.

Wholly set up and printed in Australia at
the Victorian Railways Printing Works,
Laurens-street, North Melbourne, for the
Publishers—The Victorian Railways Com-
missioners.
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The Month’s Topic

CONTINUE THE GOOD WORK.

LSEWHERE in this issue is hearten-
ing news of the record-breaking
business registered in various sec-

tions of the Refreshment Services
Branch. These results were indications
of the greatly increased passenger
traffic handled during the recent
Christmas—New Year period.

Although it is to be expected that
there will be augmented traffic at the
principal holiday periods, there is no
reason why, during the intervening
months, the Department should not
share to a much greater extent in the
movements of the community, whether
travelling for business or pleasure.

Railway travel provides exceptional
opportunities for relaxation, including

facilities for reading, writing, dining

and sleeping. On country trains toilet
facilities are available at all times and
generally rail travel, especially on long
distances, has a degree of comfort
unapproached by any other form of land
transport.

Safety Assured

Rail travel comfort is greatly en-
hanced by the knowledge that safety

is assured. Each railwayman connected
with train operations is mentally
and physically sound ; vision and

hearing must conform to the highest
standards, and regular examinations
ensure that the standard is maintained.
Safeworking equipment and practice
are also of the highest order.

Compared with only a few vyears
ago, the train services provide greatly
accelerated travel. Fares for both
country and suburban travel are on a
most attractive scale.

In brief, there are compelling reasons
why our passenger revenue should be
on the upward trend. Continuous pub-
licity is directed towards stimulating
travel, and railwaymen can supplement
this propaganda by becoming active
salesmen for the great national system
employing them.

Remember : the greater the revenue
the better it is for us all, as a healthy
financial position will enable many
improvements to be effected.

BULK WHEAT TRANSPORT BEGINS

New Scheme
Promises
Well

OR the first time, bulk wheat

has been handled in Victoria

on a large scale. Since the
official opening of the scheme at
Lascelles on November 30, more
than 2,700,000 bushels have been
carried by rail in special wheat-
proofed trucks to the huge terminal
elevator at North Geelong and to
elevators at various country and
metropolitan flour mills. (Since
the season began, nearly 11,000,000
bushels of bagged and bulk wheat
have been transported by rail.)

For the carriage of the bulk wheat,
1,255 trucks of the ““GZ,” “G?”
and ‘“ GY ” types are available. In
addition, ordinary goods trucks, with
canvas aprons across the doors, can
be used, if required.

The trucks are loaded at the rate
of three to four per hour at the
country elevators, and each truck
can be discharged in from nine to ten
minutes at the terminal elevator.

Tarpaulins are used for the pro-

tection of both empty and loaded
wheat-proofed trucks their use on
the former being necessary to en-

sure that the trucks arrive at the
loading point in a clean and dry con-
dition.

OVER 100,000 PATRONS OF
V.R. NURSERY

NOTHER milestone in the history
A of the Railways Nurserv was

passed last month when the
aggregate attendance of children since
the opening in  Fune 1933, reached
the 100,000-mark.

The most gratifying feature of
this result was the steady increase
in patronage ranging from 8,700
children in the first year to 26,500
in the year just concluded.

In the week December 18-23 last,
the weekly attendance of 1,120 passed |
the previous record of 933 created ‘%
in the corresponding week of 1938, |
The highest number in one day |
was registered on December 15 last |
when 279 children were in the Nursery '
in the course of the day.

While the Nursery was closed for 10 ‘
months during the infantile paralysis |
outbreak, it was completely modernized |
and enlarged. Nothing that would r
preserve the highest hygienic standards
was overlooked. |

The objective was to win the
mothers’ confidence and the de- |
velopment of a feeling of composure
in the children . . . in brief, an as- |
surance to the mother that, while she |
was enjoving a carefree day in the |
city, her child would be happy and ‘
contented in the expert hands of the |
Nursery staff. |

(Continued From Page 1.)

Always A Good Soldier

Despite the fact that the positions
he has occupied have been strenuous
and exacting, Mr. Harris has found or
made time to take a deep interest in
deserving social causes. He is Vice-
President of the Melbourne Legacy Club,
and only those who know him very
well indeed are aware of the amount
of time and unselfish work which he
has been prepared to devote to improv-
ing the conditions of the less fortunate
dependants of soldiers who were his
comrades overseas.

Personal characteristics of this kind
account for the warm-hearted greeting
accorded him whenever he is able to
be present—as he contrives to be as
often as his many duties permit—at
any gathering of his returned soldier
comrades.

If the willing and helpful co-opera-
tion of all railwaymen and the good
wishes of those who know him count
for anything, Mr. Harris can be as-
sured of complete success in his import-
ant post.

HOSTESS FOR THE CHALET,
MT. BUFFALO.

LONG noted for the quality and variety of
the entertainment available for holiday- ‘
makers, The Chalet at Mt. Buffalo National
Park has now on its staff a Hostess whose ‘
duties will undoubtedly make the social life
even more congenial
and pleasurable than
before. Miss Olive
Norman, of the Vic- |
torian Government
Tourist Bureau staff,
has been chosen to
inaugurate the ser-
vice. After a few
weeks’ experience
Miss Norman will re-
turn to her former
position in control of
the hotel and guest-
house accommodation

booking service at the
Bureau. Steps may be
taken to place the
arrangement on a more permanent footing
at busy times.

Miss Norman has travelled
throughout Australia, on several occasions
accompanying prominent overseas visitors.
For six years, she was the Sports Mistress
at a leading Girls' School in Melbourne.

extensively

A competent public speaker, Miss Norman
has also had considerable stage experience.
She produced a number of plays at The Garrick
and Comedy Theatres, Melbourne.

Miss Norman's personality and general |
attainments make her eminently fitted for the
position of Hostess at The Chalet. J
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MORE V.R. ENLISTMENTS FOR

Stores Branch Social
Great Success

“THIS is the first social we have had in the
Stores Branch . . . it has been a wonder-
ful success . . . make it merely the fore-
runner of an annual event,”’ said Mr. L. C.
Stewart (Acting Comptroller of Stores) who
presided at the function attended in Mel-
bourne recently by over 100 members of the
Branch. As a ‘‘get-together’ social it
ranked with the most successful held by the
different sections of the service.

It was notable for the presence
besides Mr. Stewart and Mr. H. S.
Sergeant (Comptroller of Stores at
present on loan to the Common-
wealth Government) of two former
Stores Chiefs—Messrs. C. W. .
Coleman and W. D. Morgan, who
retired in 1933 and 1935 respectively.

Both veterans were obviously de-
lighted at the thoughful invitations
to be present and their speeches in
reminiscent vein were among the
highlights of the evening.

Mr. Coleman mentioned that he was in
charge of the Stores Branch during the Great
War of 1914-18 when problems of purchases

. of stores and materials bristled with com-
plexities. ‘‘ We had, perhaps, the most exact-
ing period in the history of the Branch,”
he said.

“‘ However, we ‘got through,” and today
when the Stores Branch is facing similar
problems, | have no doubt that the spirit
of teamwork will be such as to lighten the
burdens the Commissioners are carrying.”

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

REPR. P. P. Slaven, of Wahgunyah, on
the first ; Goods Checker R. L. Bartlett,
of Geelong, on the second ; Upholsterer H.
Opie, of Jolimont, and Asst. Engr. J. R.
Hoard, on the third ; Clerk R. J. Meehan,
of H.O., on the fourth; Ganger T. .
Hutchins, of Dookie, on the fifth ; Armature
Winder H. E. Hambley, of Jolimont, and
Asst. Stn. Mster. G. A. Lean, of C'wood,
on the sixth; Ftr. J. A. Elliott, of Flinders
St., on the seventh; F. & T. A, H. Drake-
ford, of Newport, and Driver J. Rush, of
Nth. Melb., on the eighth; Stn. Mster.
E. 'T. Lang, of Sth. Yarra, on the ninth;
Dist. Engr. H. C. Thomas, of Nth. Melb.
on the 12th ; Shed Porter W. E. Dell, on the
13th; Goods Gd. V. C. Absalom, of
Warragul, on the 1tth; C. & W. Bldr.
A. N. Dowling, of Nth. Melb., and Repr.
3. J. Irwin, of Nilma, on the 15th ; Gasman
A.  O’Rourke, of ‘['rn. Lightz. Depot, and
Clerk R. Anderson, of Swan Hill, on the 16th ;
Lampmaker W. 1. Jealous, of Spotswood,
on the 17th; Ganger J. H. Green, of
Birregurra, on the 13th; Stn. Mster. C. R.
Whitelaw, of Mornington, and Labr. J. S.
Harper, of Jolimont, on the 19th: G.P. & F.
Agt. J. McClelland, Way & Works Chief
Clerk” W. H. Swaney, and Ganger C. H.
Salt, of Hawkesdale, on the 20th; Ganger
L. A. Perry, of Serviceton, on the 2lst;

St-n. Mster. C. J. Lawler, on the 22nd;
Battery Operator P. Wilson, of Ballarat,
on the 23rd; Rdmster. A. L. Abbott,

of Flinders St., and F. &. 'I'. W. J. Drvsdale,
of Newport, on the 24th; Carptr. D. M.
Incoll, of Geelong, on the 25th; Commr.
Canny's Clerk W. A. Enderby, on the 26th ;
Subn. Gd. J. S. Banfield, of Flinders St.,
on the 27th; Chief Elec. Engr. H. P.
Cclwell, and Clerk A. L. Spalding, of
Box Hill, on the 28th; and Clerk H. TJ.
Emmerson, of W, &, W. Staff Office, on the
29th. —D.T.D.

preciated features of the

‘“ News Letter” was the pub-
lication in last month’s ‘‘ News
Letter > of the names of Vic-
torian railwaymen who had en-
listed with the 2and A.LF.

This month, our colleagues who
are engaged with the Naval and Air
Forces in war zones are published,
together with additions to the 2nd
ALF.

ONE of the most highly ap-

Naval Forces
AD Labr. A. A. Allison; Chainman A.
Arthur ; Engine Cleaner D. L. Ashford ;

Shifc Elecn. J. R. Buss ; Appce. F. & Turner
O. J. Barrett; Clerk S. V. Board ; Appce.
C. & W. Blder, E. J. Bevans ; Lad Labrs, G.J.
Bayley, H. K. Borradale, R. L. Burns and W. A,
Butler ; Elec. Fitter W. L. Black ; Labr. L. M.
Brown ; Telegraphist P. L. Clancy ; Motor.
Lorry Dvr. A. E. Crosby ; Shift Elecn. C, A.
Cheyne ; Appce. Sailmaker M. H. Cripps ;
Porters J. V. Carey and J. A. Collins ; Asst.
Stn. Master L. Clarke ; Lad Labr. G. J. Cox ;
Labr. R. Duncan ; F. & Turner W.J. Davidson ;
Appce. C. & W. Blder. C. R. Donaldson ;
No. Taker K. J. Dean; Lad Porters W. N.
England and W. J. English.

Lad Labr. K. H. Frawley ; Appce. F. & Turners
H. A. Garrow and D. L. Gay ; Labr. E. C. Ger-

VER 160 Victorian railway-
men have the honour of
serving with the 2nd A.LF.
and the Naval and Air Forces,
and while they are on active service
it is hoped that the ‘* News Letter ”’
will be the medium for recording
any events associated with the men.

To that end, the Commissioners
invite the relations and friends of
the railwaymen concerned to keep
the ‘‘ News Letter’’ informed of
any happenings likely to be suitable
for publication.

Promotions, exploits that win
recognition and any other news
affecting the lives of the men will
be appropriate. Items of general
interest will probably be found in
letters from the men.

Send your contributions to The
Editor, The ‘‘ News Letter,” c/o
Publicity and Tourist Services,
Railway Offices, Spencer Street,
Melbourne.

ring ; Fitter C. Gliddon ; Lad Porter S. H.
Goldsmith ; Appce. Elec. Fitter K. L. Gil-
lespie ; Appce. B'smith L. R, Hoffman ; Labr.
H. B. Holroyd ; Lad Labr. A. A. Harding :
Motor Lorry Dvr. C. H. Herrod ; Labr. W. L
Jlohnson ; Lad Labr. ). Johnstone ; Labr. W. A,
Jacobson ; Car Cleaner L. A. Keay ; Appce.
Painter N. Knox; Striker W. T. Kennedy ;
Lad Labrs. W. J. Longmuir ; A. T. Ladlow and
C. W. Luxford ; Appce. F. & Turner R. C.
Legg.

Labrs. R. J. Munday and J. W. Mason ; Appce.
C. & W. Blder. K. F. Millar ; Appce. C. & W,
Blder. E. A. Mills; Appce. F. & Turner L,
Morton ; Lad Labr. B. J. Mulraney ; Appce.
B'maker G. T. Moss ; Labr. A. H. Moore ;
Appce. Wood Machinst K. P. Meekcoms ;
Lad Labrs. A. Moxey, A. N. McKelvie and J.
McManus ; Caster M. Noy ; Foreman’s Office
Asst. C. A. Ness; Labr. H. O’Brien; Clerk
W. E. Peters ; C. & W. Blder. F. S. Preacher ;

WAR SERVICE

Labr. L. A, Pryde ; No. Taker J. R. Potter ;
Elec. Fitter C. A. Pittman ; Appce. Carpenter
W. L. Pagan ; Labr. J. D. Rampling ; Appce.
B’maker K. A, Rigby ; Appce. C. & W. Blder.
D. J. Ross; Lad Labrs. B. Rofe and R. E.
Richards ; Elec. Fitter J. E. Reynolds.

Appce. B'maker C. J. Smith ; Appce. F. &
Turner W. T. Stone ; Labr. S. K, Scarlett ;
Lad Labrs. T. G. Sparks and L. H. Sutton ; Jnr.
Clerk T. W. Smich; Elecn. W. L. Taylor ;
Labr. W. E. Taylor ; Welder G. S. Thatcher ;

Appce. F. & Turner R. I. White; Porter
R. F. Whitton.
Air Force

Labr. W. J.

ENGINE Cleaner T. A. Abbott ;

Dick ; Porter G. W. Davey ; Draughtsman
G. Dunlop ; Elec. Fitter F. Florrimell ; Engine
Cleaner P. D. Hinds ; Clerk N. W. Heathcote ;
Elec. Mechanic P. T. Jeffery ; Clerk ). M. Logan ;
Clerk S. McIntyre ; Appce. Elec. Fitter H.
Osborne ; C. & W. Bider. A. Ride; Labr.
J. V. White ; Clerk K. O. Woodward ; Labr.
F. A. Walker.

2nd A.LF.
REPR. E. R. Crisp; Elec. Mechanic C. T.
Dorgan ; Porter C. G. Hinsch; Repr.

M. J. Hoskins ; Lad Porter M. B. Jenkins ;
Cas. Labr. L. Monohan ; Clerk L. J. Murphy ;
Clerk W. J. McPherson ; Messgr. G. ). Quirk ;
Cas. Labr. A. H. Sanson ; Waybilling Porter
J. F. Ward ; Lad Labr. E. Young.

BRILLIANT

KEITH HILL, Apprentice Plumber,
on the Inspector of Ironworks
staff at North Melbourne, is being
hailed ‘‘ as the most brilliant plumbing
apprentice in the Departmeant for many
years.” He has just finished his fourth
year at the Melbourne Technical Col-
lege, being successful in passing the
examinations set by the Sanitary Plum-
bers’ Examiners’ Board. This was
Keith’s first attempt, and in passing
he was responsible for an achievement
which very few have done before. He
is only 19 years of age and, according
to his College instructor, possesses an
outstanding knowledge of plumbing
both in theory and practice. Keith’s
success can be largely attributed to
an indomitable will to master a subject
surprising in its scope and intricacy.
His triumph should prove an inspira-
tion to the other lads in the service who
are apprenticed to the plumbing trade.
—C.C.

Pivot Identity Retires

WEST of Geelong—right through to Port
Fairy—there was no better known, no
more respected railwayman than Mr. P. J.
Horan (Special Class Locomotive Driver).
He retired on January i, which was his birth-
day, after 42 years of splendid service. For
29 years he has been a driver, most of that period
being on the Geelong-Port Fairy run. Mr,
Horan was a good driver, and he has an affec-
tion for locomotives which found expression
in his main hobby. He built a working
model of an old ** D *’ type and, but for the war
increasing material costs, he would have
continued with the building of a model of
an improved ‘“A2 '’ type. Still he will not
be entirely idle for he is an enthusiastic com-
munity singer. For the last seven years he
has been President of a Geelong Community
Singing Society. —D.M.

Wholly set up and printed in Australia at
the Victorian Railways Printing Works,
Laurens-street, North Melbourne, for the
Publishers—The Victorian Railways Com-
missioners.
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‘The Month’s Topic
HOW DEPARTMENT HELPS

FRUITGROWERS

O-OPERATION by the Depart-
C ment in the disposal of surplus
apples is a reminder of the valued
assistance which the Victorian Railways
have rendered to all sections of the
fruit industry during the past two

decades.

It is obvious that the prosperity
of the primary producers and the wel-
fare of the Department are synonymous
—which is the basic reason why the
Victorian Railways have been so active
in assisting the fruit industry. This
assistance is rendered both in precept
and practice. Widespread publicity
campaigns have been supplemented by
the sales of fruit and fruit juice at
railway fruit stalls and in refreshment
rooms, dining cars and buffet cars. In
addition, fruit is liberably used in re-
cipes prepared by Departmental chefs.

In its publicity work, the Depart-
ment has co-operated with  various
fruit-growers’ associations and public
bodies, including the State Rivers and
Water Supply . Commission, the De-
partment of Agriculture, the Victorian
Dried Fruits Board, and the Victorian
Central Citrus Association.

Disposing Of Gluts

It is worth recalting that as early as
1924, the Department helped ma_teria!ly
in disposing of a pear glut in Vic-
toria. Again the railways played a bl’g
part in the success of Melbourne’s
first peach week in [926. The be-
ginning of 1928 again saw the prospect
of an over-supply of peaches. The
result was another peach week, which
developed into a peach fortnight and was
successfully carried through.

Three years later, the Ap_ple Cam-
paign Committee had the assistance of
valued railway publicity in disposing of
a surplus apple crop.

The Department has also made
history in stimulating the consumption
of citrus fruits. For some years the’
Department has been the citrus-growers
largest retail customer. Perhaps the
biggest single factor in the success
of the Department’s efforts in this
direction has been the introduction
of the “ Sunkist " fruit juice extractors.

That the ** Eat More Fruit’’ activi-
ties of the Victorian Railways have
materially aided the fruit industry
is freely acknowledged. At the same
time considerable benefit has accrued
to the Department itself.

Mt. Buffalo
Has ‘ Conquered”
Norman Banks

F the many tributes to Mt.
Buffalo National Park, more

than usual interest attaches

to what Mr. Norman Banks,
3KZ’s well-known personality, has
to say. He has just returned

from a holiday at the National
Park—and he confesses he has
been ‘‘ completely conquered.”

Having broadcast in the Victorian
Government Tourist Bureau sessions at
3KZ, he was intrigued by the ‘“ copy”
lauding the attractions of Mt. Buffalo.
So he decided to ‘‘see things”
for himself.

Mr. Banks, who has been twice
overseas, has very kindly sent the
following to the ‘“ News Letter ”” :—

‘“Up to several weeks ago, I had
imagined the National Park’s chief
features to be snow sports and scenery.

had never dreamt that since The
Chalet was built some people had been
going there every summer.

“I did not realize that the multi-
plicity of panoramas—even from The
Chalet verandah—compare favourably
with any elsewhere in the world. Not
until I went across to Bent’s Look-out
and observed thesheer precipice of rock
and the range of mountains did I ap-
preciate the grandeur of Victoria’s
mountain scenery. .

“ Poisonous’’ City Air

‘“ Other features which immensely jm-
pressed me were the gay plumage of birds ;
the fantasic flowers; swimming in Lake
Catani ; the sports tournaments ; the mid-
night hike to The Horn (5,645 feet) and so on.

' Before | departed from the ° poisonous’
air of the city | was a food pecker. | left Buffalo
with the reputation of being a gourmand!
| cannot speak too highly of The Chalet’s meals,
efficient management and general services.

‘“ Lawyers, doctors, commercial magnates,
graziers, etc., rave about the glories of Buffalo
and what it has done for them.

““1 CAN MERELY SAY THAT AS A RESULT
OF AN ALL TOO SHORT VACATION THERE
| FEEL REBORN !’

SUNDAY MORNING
TRAIN SERVICE CRITIC
ANSWERED

AYING that it was ‘‘a rude

reminder of the weaknesses in

Melbourne’s transport system,”
a Melbourne daily newspaper recently
deplored the paucity of the Sundayv
morning suburban train services. Noth-
ing was said, of course, about Mel-
bourne, with a population of over
1,000,000, being without a newspaper
on Sundays

It may perhaps appease our critic
if he is told that up till just beyond
mid-day on Sundays there are 164
suburban trains scheduled to and from
Melbourne. On special occasions,
including holiday periods, the train
services are augmented according to
requirements.

Carefully Planned

With two exceptions, every sub-
urban line has five (many, six)
trains to and from Melbourne.
These services are the result of
careful planning to provide for
the convenience of passengers mak-
ing inter-suburban travel, includ-
ing the seaside and the nearer
hill resorts.

The first group of trains reaches
Melbourne between 8.30 a.m. and
8.45 a.m. Under this arrangement,
people living as far distant as IFrankston
and Dandenong can connect with the
first of the Sunday excursion trains
leaving Melbourne in the vicinity of
9 a.m. for Ballarat, Bendigo, Geelong
and other country centres.

In 1936, when the first Sunday
suburban trains were scheduled to
leave 20 minutes earlier than before,
the country excursion trains were
similarly altered, thus permitting pas-
sengers to prolong their stay in country
centres.

THIS IS NOT AN APPEAL FOR MONEY'!

RECENT reports show that 13 per
cent. of Victorian children are
under-nourished—a deplorable state
of affairs which can be alleviated with-
out expense to you!

In order to help these needy
children, the Free Kindergarten Union
of Victoria has started. a special drive
to accumulate waste products for
subsequent sale. From the proceeds,
the Union assists the children. The
Union can find a market for waste
products, such as :—

Brass, lead, tooth paste tubes,
duplicating ink tubes, photographic
film covers, lead tops from wine or
spirit bottles, lead or tinfoil wrap-
pings (such as tea, cigarette and
lolly wrappers) . . .

Don’t throw away any of these
products . put them on one side,
and dispose of them in one of the fol-
lowing ways :(—

(1) Leave them in the YELIL.OW BOXES
prominently situated at Metropolitan
and suburban railway stations ;

(2) If not convenient to leave them there.
suburban residents may telcphone
Mr. H. J. Hodgens, Publicity and
Tourist Services, Railway Offices,
Spencer Street, Melbourne (MY210,
extension 1054), and he will gladly
arrange for the material to be col-
lected from your home address at
suitable intervals ;

(3) If a country resident, regularly make
up parcels and despatch them from
any railway station addressed ‘‘ The
Free Kindergarten Union cf Vic-
toria, Madden Grove, Kew, E4."
THERE IS NO FREIGHT TO PAY
ON SUCH PACKAGES.

THE BETTERMENT & SUGGESTIONS BOARD . .

SO
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Tell The “News Letter” About Your Colleagues
Who Are On Active Service

OW that the 2nd A.LF. has arrived in Palestine, relatives and friends
of the Victorian Railwaymen in that contingent are again invited to keep

»

“* The News Letter

abreast of any happenings concerning these men.

Promotions. deeds that win recognition and any other items affecting the lives
of our co'leagues on active service, whether with the 2nd A.L.F., Air Force or

Navy, will be considered for publication in

“

The News Letter.”” Wherever

possible photographs will also be published.
Since our last issue, 18 more Victorian Railwaymen have joined the fighting

forces, the names being as follows :—

2nd A.LF.
Lad Labr. A; R. Burnett; Labr. C. S,
Cas. Labr. T. H. Gallien;

'W.J. Hill; Cas Labr. A. Malley ;
. M. B. McLeod; Porter A. L.
Labrs, E. Thomson and J. J. Troy.

AIR FORCE

abr. R. L. Baker; Lad Porter J. A.
nnister ; Jnr. Clerk J. Commons; Optg.

e . J. Luke; Labr. A. J. Shaw;
and Cas. Labr. C. R. Thompson.

NAVY

Labrs. M. J. O’Brien and J. W, Roberts
Optg. Porter H. A. Tyson.

]

Incidentally, the ‘* News Letter ”’ takes the
liberty of suggesting that members of the
railway service should cultivate the habit of
writing regularly to their colleagues on active
service. Under the stress of war conditions,
cheery ‘‘newsy '’ letters from the homeland
will be assured of a warm welcome by the

Athletic All-Rounder

DETERMINATION to excel in

gymnastics and athletics resulted in
Alan Tanner gaining the title of Champion
all-round athlete of the V.R.l. Gymnasium
in the annual ‘* Games '’ of 1939. A son
of Mr. J. Tanner, Typewriter Mechanic,
Alan joined the Physical Culture Class
in 1934. His keen interest in skipping
was rewarded by selection in the team of
10 who, in April 1935, beat the world’s
record relay figures for one hour’s con-
tinuous skipping. Competing in the
1935 Gymnasium Games, he won the
jumping division and has retained the
title of Champion all-round jumper each
year. In the recent contests he won 20
out of 26 events, including an outstanding
performance to better by one inch the club
record of 4 feet 43 inches for the standing
high jump. The record was held by
Fred. Woodhouse, the International
Pole Vaulter. Alan is ever ready to help
the younger members of the Gymanasiun,

recipients. —G.C.
Civic Honor For Well-Known Railwayman
VICTORIAN railwayman’s name Caulfield Technical School, of which

will be perpetually associated with
one of the most modernly appointed
playgrounds to be created in the metro-
olitan area. He is Cr. Milton Gray, J.P.
Printing Manager, North Melbourne)
whose fellow-Councillors in the Malvern
City Council have decided to have
¢ THE MILTON GRAY RESERVE”
emblazoned on the entrance gates to
the playground. This graceful tribute
to Cr. Gray is, in their opinion, merely
some measure of recognition of the
virile, public-spirited work he has per-
formed as representative of the South
Ward. A alvern Councillor since
1928, he was in 1932 elected Mayor of
the City, For six years he has been
Chairman of the Finance Committee,
and for 11 years a member of the
Public Works, Public Health and Parks
and Gardens Committees. Other
public offices he holds include the
Malvern Council Representative on the

he was President last year, and Vice-
President of the Tooronga Road Central
School Committee. He is a member
of the Board of Management of Prince
Henry’s Hospital, with the added
responsibilities of membership of the
Finance and Building Committees,
and Vice-President of the Association
for the Advancement of the Blind.
Cr, Gray is justifiably proud of Malvern
as a city, but it is safe to say that noth-
ing can surpass his pride in the Railway
Printing Works over which he has so
successfully presided since 1921. In
equipment, layout and production the
Departmental Printing Works compare
with the best commercial establish-
ments in Australia. Visitors from all
parts of the Commonwealth and
abroad have inspected the works and
have all commented in the highest terms
upon the merits of the enterprise . . .

—K.B.L.

DIMBOOLA’S NEW
INSTITUTE ROOMS

EHIND the news that a new
building was recently erected
and opened for the Dimboola
Sub-branch of the Victorian Rail-

ways Institute lies yet another
story of that keen, enthusiastic
work which distinguishes the

achievements of the Institute in

country areas.

Started about four years ago and
accelerated during the past two years,
the effort to provide increased In-
stitute facilities at Dimboola was the
result of unremitting drives for funds
by local railwaymen, with whom the
ladies’ committee co-operated in mag-
nificent fashion.

Great Workers

It is generally agreed that much of the
credit for the completion of the new
building can be awarded to Mr. H.
Smith (President of the local Branch)
and his hard-working Secretary, Mr.
W. Suter.

Mr. D. Cameron (Acting Secre-
tary for Railways) represented the
Commissioners at the official open-
ing and the subsequent social. In
opening the building, Mr. Cameron
mentioned that railwaymen from Mel-
bourne, Maryborough, Ararat, Stawell
and other country centres were present
at a gathering which was one of the
largest of its kind yet held.

Union representatives and local
Shire Councillors all extolled the
advantages of the Institute to an ap-
preciative audience of 200 railwaymen
and their friends.

Keeping Together

SOME MARCH BIRTHDAYS

LABR. G. W. Wilson, of Newport, on the
first ; Carpenter P. . Brophy, of
Newport, on the second ; Commr. M. J.
Canny, and Clerk M. C. Stanistreet, of
Room 2, on the third; Signalman T. V.
Quirk, of Spotswood, on the fourth; Sklid.
Labr. W. H. Parkinson, of Flinders St.,
on the fifth ; Elec. Trn. Dver. G. H. Gilham ;
of Jolimont, on the sixth ; Audtr. of Expend.
N."J. Lester, on the seventh; Car Painter
J. J. McGarrity, of Newport, on the eighth ;
Subn. Gd. J. P. Anderson, of Flinders St.,
on the ninth; Yd. Foreman J. P. Purcell,
of Ballarat, and Clerk W. H. Conroy, of
Traffic Beh., on the 10th; Clerk L. W,
Pollock, of Acctcy. Bch. on the 1lth;
R.M. Dvr. R, H. Wilson, of Secmerton,
on the 12th; Fireman V. Brown, of N.
Melb. Loco., and Asst. S.M. S. H. Arnold,
of Drouin, on the 13th; L.H. B'maker
A. Fraser, of N. Melb. on the 14th; F. &

T. J. M. Schurer, of N. Melb. Loco., on the
15th ; Painter D. P. Conway, of Spotswocd,
on the 16th; Subn. Gd. F. W. Millerd, of
Flinders-st., and Goods Gd. N. J. Fraser,
of Woodend, on the 17th; Eng. Cleaner
H. M. Thomas, of Seymour, on the 19th;
S.M. E. A. O’Loughlin, of Donnybrook,
on the 20th; Minor Machinist F. Wallis,
of Newport, on the 23rd; Eng. Driver
J. R. Thomas, of N. Melb. Loco., on the
24th ; Subn. Gd. A. Chambers, of Dande-
nong, and Shift Elecn. J. Robinson, on the
25th; Geods Gd. F. Morrow, of Swan
Hill, on the 27th; Clerk H. F. Riley,
of Acctcy. H.O., on the 28th ; Senr. Porter
G. D. McGowan, of Flinders St., on the
29th ; Clerk R. H. Wishart, of Stores Bch,,
and B'smith J. Moran, of Ballarat, on the
30th; and Acting Comp. of Stores L. C.
Stewart, on the 31st. —D.T.D.

ECENTLY Newton Chandler and
Dick Mullaly almost simultaneously
announced their resignations as Secre-
tary of the Carlton and South Mel-
bourne football clubs respectively. It
was only one of several coincidences
that these two leading football execu-
tives should recede from the sporting
spotlight together. Both are Victorian
Railwaymen—Newton is Provedore, Re-
freshment Services Branch; Dick is a
clerk at the Melbourne Goods Sheds
(at one stage they were both employed in
“A’" Shed). During their football secret-
aryships their clubs won the League Pen-
nant, in each case after many years of
striving. Both had been ‘‘star” League
footballers with their clubs: Newton
(1912-24) centre wing; Dick (1912-17)
centre. Thev also had taken leading
parts in Interstate football games : the
former as a player: the latter as a
selector. Summertime finds Newton
still immersed in sporting affairs.
For more than 20 years he has been
either President, Secretary or Treasurer

of the Brunswick City cricket club.
—R.P.

Wholly set up and printed in Australia at
the Victorian Railways Printing Works,
Laurens-street, North Melbourne, for the
Publishers—The Victorian Railways Com-
missioners.

BY CONTINUOUSLY KEEPING YOUR EYES OPEN!
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THE VICTORIAN RAILWAYS NEWS LETTER

April, 1940

|The Month’s Topic

COAL STRIKE'S
ADVERSE REACTIONS . ..

AST month the Commissioners

made an important public pro-

nouncement regarding the curtailed
train services consequent upon the coal
strike. All railwaymen should acquaint
themselves with the reasons which
impelled the Commissioners to act
as they did. Here are the salient
features of the Commissioners’ state-
ment :—

‘“ We have been forced to explore
every means of conserving the limited
stocks of coal on hand. After the most
anxious deliberation, we were con-
vinced that immediate retrenchments
of train services were necessary and
that, if the situation persists, these
must be followed by much more drastic
curtailments.

‘It is probable that there will be
some whose counsel would have been
to ‘‘wait and see’’ in preference to
immediate action. At the moment,
however, and in the light of all existing
facts, we are convinced that we have

7 Employment Effect ‘
ALTHOUGH every effort is be- (
|

|

ing made to minimise staff
disabilities by working off leave,
further unavoidable curtailments
of train services must again re-
duce the amount of employment
available for the train running

| sections.

taken the prudent and, indeed. the
only safe course in reducing our con-
sumption of coal so that essential
services may be maintained. As a first
step, the services interfered with are
those which we believe will entail the
least dislocation of industrial, civic or
defence interests.

*“ Unfortunately, it is inevitable that
some persons will be inconvenienced
in a crisis of this kind. We have tried
not only to minimise the inconvenience,
but also to spread it as equitably as
possible.

‘“In the metropolitan area we have
so far been able to obtain valuable
assistance from the State Electricity
Commission in maintaining electric
train services. Qur aim is to provide
for as long a period as possible, suffi-
cient services to carry people to and
from their places of work, but we
cannot avoid other drastic reductions
of service.

““We greatly regret that these
emergency steps are necessary. Over
a long period railway services have been
painstakingly built up to their present
satisfactory standard, and we believe
that they have won the good-will of
the public generally. it would be
deplorable if this good-will should be
affected by a course of action forced
upon us in an effort to protect the
public interest.”’

Railways Prepared For Transport Of Big
Defence Forces —If Needed

O modern war can be undertaken without the aid of a

6

fully functioning

Letter.”’

railway system.’”’
ment was given in an article in
Instances were given of big rail transport jobs under-

Proof of that state-
last month’s ‘‘ News

taken by the Department on behalf of the military authorities.
In addition mention was made of the assistance of the Victorian
Railways in the production of machine gun carriers, marquees,

tents and other military needs.

Reference was also made of the

preparations for the construction of sections of Bristol Beaufort

aircraft.

The second—and concluding—part of this story follows :—

Whilst it may be claimed that the
transport of relatively small bodies of
troops is no more than a routine
matter with a highly organised trans-
port industry, it should not be over-
looked that one or two of these trans-
port jobs are almost given the rank of
feats by the emergency circumstances
of the occasion.

In certain instances, the Defence
Department is compelled to ask the
railways to produce a set of special
trains—almost out of a hat, as it were.
The response is not as magical as all
that, and considering the shortage of
rolling stock, the quick assembling
of trains for military requirements
deserves the warmest commendation
for the stafl concerned.

Single Line Problems

It must be remembered that out-
side the metropolitan area the Vic-
torian Railways are practically a single
track system and that the utmost
skill and care are required in planning
a group of military specials without
interference to the normal trafhc.

On main lines the regular pas-
senger and goods trains are travelling
both ways to schedules so arranged
that the ‘“ ups ”’ and ‘‘ downs ”’ must
pass each other through loops at inter-
mediate stations, and the addition of
ten specials to the ordinary traffic on
any one line called for prolonged
study of graphs and time-tables by
the time-tabling staff.

“This Is Service!”

't Dear Sir,

We wish to record our satisfaction with the
general service and treatment meted out to
us during the period since your last visit to
Bridgewater. Ve have a special instance of
co-operation of your staffs. After 4 p.m.
yesterday an opportunity arose of clinching
an early export flour order. It was contingent
on what the railways could do in getting the
calicc bags from Melbourne.

The bags were landed at Spencer Street at
5.30 p.m. yesterday and at 9.30 a.m. today the
bags were being packed with flour at Bridge-
water. That is SERVICE with capital letters
and to all concerned we express our hearty
thanks for their co-operation.

In these days of scarcity of export flour
business mainly owing to shipping difficulties,
this special service means rather a lot to us
and our employes generally.”

—Extract from letter received by the Com-
missioners from The Water and Kerang
United Roller Mills Ltd., Bridgewater.

The transport of troops, however,
has provided some invaluable experi-
ence for the railways, and if the oc-
casion should ever arise for the quick
passage, not of battalions, but of armies
in the defence of Australia against

invasion, the railways will be well
prepared within the limits of their
resources.

it is no office secret that the railways, in
co-operation with the Defence Department,
are looking months ahead. On main arterial

RAIL-RACE LINK

VICTORIA‘S first race meeting was
held in March, 1838, on Batman's

Hill—the present site of the Spencer
Street railway station. This littie-known
fact was revealed last month when the
Centenary of racing at Flemington was
celebrated during the Australian Cup
Meeting.

A steam
bourne to the

train service from Mel-
racecourse platform at
Flemington was opened on November
30, 1867, continuing to run until 1921
when the line was electrified. The last
year of steam traction at a Melbourne
Cup meeting saw a rail traffic record
created.

On Cup Day, 1920,
113,800 passenger journeys between
Spencer Street and the racecourse. The
next highest traffic was on Cup Day,
of 1926, when there were 111,500
passenger journeys.

In 1934, electric trains were run
for the first time between Flinders
Street and the racecourse platform.

there were

lines all sorts of additions and alterations for |

definite military purposes are being carried
out by men, some of whom are working under
Unemployed Relief.

New loops are being provided, yards exten-
ded, ramps, sidings, platforms and loading
and unloading accommodation prepared, all for
the purpase of facilitating transport in this
State—should a world conflict unhappily
spread to Australia.

Quick Construction

Speed with safety 1s now something more
than the slogan of the transportation section
of the railways, however. Just what can be
accomplished in rapid achievement is shown
by the work on an aircraft storehouse erected
at Spotswood. Skeleton plans were prepared
in a few days and the erection of the building,
covering an area of nearly 30,000 square feet,
was commenced towards the end of September
and completed before Christmas.

In last month's ‘‘ News Letter ’' instances
were quoted of the part being played by the
Refreshment Services Branch in providing
meals for the troops.

This story has necessarily omitted |
even more interesting chapters in the
railways’' record since the outbreak ol‘
war. Nevertheless, it is sufficient to
suggest that there is a world of unsus-|
pected meaning in that now familiar|
railways slogan : THE RAILWAY IS
THE BEST WAY.

OPERATING ARE URGED TO SAVE COAL BY
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Railway Companies For
Service Abroad

S this issue of the ‘‘News
Letter ”’ went to press, enlist-
ments were in progress for the
Railway Survey and Construction
Companies which will serve overseas.
Next month, the names of the Vic-

torian Railwaymen in those Com-
panies will be published.
Since the March issue of the

<« News Letter 7 was printed, there
have been further enlistments of
railwaymen in the 2nd A.LF., Air
Force and Naval Force, details of
which follow -—

2nd A.L.LF.

Master E. E. Bawden;

t. Stn. 2
Ass Porter-in-

Lad Porter L. J. Barnett;
Charge W. D. Brown; Repr. H. J.
Billson ; Fireman A. R. Clark ; Booking
Porter M. Crowe; Engine Cleaner
W. G. Ford ; Yard Porter H. Gilmour ;
Actg. Lodgekeeper J. E. Goreham
Yard Porter W. J. Hill ; Rep_r‘ W.} Jones :
Fireman J. E. H. James ; Painter’s Labr.
H. T. James.

Labr. J. A. Mounsey ; Lad Porter A.
R. Mitchell ; Labr. W. G. McKenzie ;
Repr. L. Onslow; Cas. Labr. E. D.
Pickett ; Porter E. Roberts ; Rail Motor
Second Man W. D. Ripper ; Cas. Labr.
W. Slavin; Actg. F’man’s Office Asst.
H. T. Sharpe; Clerk G. .Thornton ;
Ldg. Upholsterer G. J. Williams.

NAVAL FORCE

Lad Labr. G. Hope:; Labr. R. F.
McColl.

o0 AIR FORCE

Cas. Labr. A. E. De Forest; Lad

Labr. L. C. Drew.

Some April Birthdays

WORKS Ganger G. Whyte, of Korong
Vale, on the first; Asst. Engr. G. N.
Parker, of H. Office, on the second; F. &
‘T. P. Robb, of N.M. Loco., and Cable
Layer F. W. Elsum, of Flinders St., on the
third ; Labr. W. ]J. 'I'homas, of Newport,
on the fourth; Ganger M. E. Monigatti,
of Kilmore, on the fifth; Ldg. Shunter
W. A. Keck, of Shepparton, Actg. Driver
A. T. Turner, of Bendigo, on the eighth;
Ganger A. E. Dyer, of Belgrave, and Car-
penter J. M. Wilson, of Geelong, on the
ninth ; Chairman of Commrs. N. C. Harris,
Shunter L. Dil?er, of Lilydale, and Clerk G.
Gillingham, of H. Office, on the 10th;
Clerk E. P. Linden, of Secy.’s Bch., and Asst.
Stn. Master E. L. Black, of Euroa, on the 11th;
Striker F. E. Schilling, of Bendigo, on the
12th; Pass Officer F. D. Beeching, of Secy.’s
Bch., on the 13th; Repr. H. Graham, of
Spencer St., and Skld. Labr. C. W. Griffiths,
of Flinders St.,, on the 14th; Repr. J.
Sanders, of Windermere, on the 16th; Sig-
nalman M. F. Kavanagh, of Sunshine,
and Elec. Ftr. S, W. Crellin, of Nth. Melb.,
on the 17th; Eng. Dvr. P. Kenny, of
Wallan, on the 19th; Stores Bch. Chief
Clerk H. D. Agg, and Labr. E. J. Hennessy,
of Bendigo, on the 20th; Striker T J.
Kincade, of Ballarat, on the 21st; B’smith
G. A. Wilkinson, of Spotswood, on the
24th; Ganger L. Filippe of Noradjuha,
Iron Machnst. G. F. Saunders, of
Newport, and Ldg. Van Stower W. Gersch,
of Klinders St., on the 23th; Fireman
D. K. Robertson, of Lilydale, on the 26th ;
Signalman W. 8. Gilmore, of Geelong,
on the 27th; Stn. Master J. E. Blackall,
of Officer, on the 28th ; Clerk H. R. Brady,

of Metro. Supt.’s Office, on the 29th;
Labr. T. A. Kelly, of Newport, on the 30th.
—D.T.D.

FIRST AID CLASSES IN
FULL SWING

N innovation in the first aid move-

ment which is being enthusiastic-
ally welcomed is the plan for examining
the Corps much earlier in the year than
previously. The object is to render
greater assistance to members of the
Corps in their endeavours to reach the
standard required in State and Inter-
system Competitions.

Mr. V. E. Southwood (Ambulance
Officer) said last month that the
decision to hold the Interstate Cham-
pionship this year had been hailed
with delight throughout the organi-
sation. Already two new Corps had
been formed at Mildura and Ouyen.

Join Classes Now!

Preliminaries for the commence-
ment of the early first aid classes
throughout the service are now nearing
completion. Already 52 classes are
functioning. Mr. Southwood pointed
out that now is the time for new
students, particularly those in country
centres, to join. By doing so im-
mediately, there is the advantage of
being able more leisurely to proceed
through the various stages of instruc-
tion, gathering in proper sequence
the necessary knowledge to qualify.

All members of the service have the
opportunity of acquiring a knowledge

of first aid. Books, bandages and
expert instruction are free; passes
are issued for travel from home

stations to stations where classes are
conducted.

Gordon Loses Its Gale

LTHOUGH busily engaged
A on the State Elections last

month, Mr. E. J. Hogan,
M.L.A., Minister for Agriculture,
found time to travel from Mel-
bourne to Gordon to be present
at a record public farewell to
Stationmaster E. C. and Mrs.
Gale on the eve of their departure
for Loch. The function was a
remarkable tribute to a railway-
man who had given wonderful
service to patrons—and who had
been active in local affairs to an
extent probably wunexcelled by
any railwayman elsewhere in the
service. Mr. Gale had been Hon.
Secretary of the Gordon Me-
chanic’s Institute ; Cricket Club ;
Football Club; Swimming Club ;
District Schools Association ; and
the Joint Motor Cycle Racing
Committee. He organised the
construction of a concrete swim-
ming pool; the raising of a
guarantee for the local lighting
installation ; the annual schools’
excursion ; and the Victorian
Motor Cycle Grand Prix at Mill-
brook. This imposing record of
public service was the subject of
glowing speeches between which
Mr. Gale received wallets of notes
and other handsome gifts. —T'.D.

Popular Dining Car
Steward Retires

Y HERE'LL never be another Donald
Dunbar ”  was the obviously
sincere remark of a leading

official of the Refreshment Services

Branch in summing up eloquently the

capacity of a Dining Car Steward whose

ifl-health caused his premature retire-
ment from the Department last month.

It should be re-

corded, too, that

in the creation of
the world-wide re-
putation of the

V.R. dining car

services, Donald

Dunbar must be

accorded his full

measure of credit.

He joined the De-

partment 24 years

ago after || years
as a steward on
steamers in the Atlantic and around
the Australian coast. In addition to
travelling for many years on the Com-
missioners’ tour train, Donald had the
immense satisfaction of being selected
for duty on two Royal Train tours.

Moreover, he was on 20 Reso. Train

tours, and this experience, plus many

years of service on the Sydney and

Adelaide expresses, gained for him a

circle of friends that has assumed the

proportions of an Army Corps. .

Both inside and outside the Depart-

ment there is a unanimous wish for

Donald’s speedy recovery so that he

may continue to increase the color

and beauty of his famous garden at

Preston.

“Globe-Trotter”” Moves Again

AFTER a 20 months’ tour of England, Europe
and the United States, including a term

as an official in the Australian Pavilion at the |

New York World's Fair, and completing 30,000
miles of travel, Mr. William Bengtsson, of the
Secretary’s Branch, returned to his former
job in the Staff Board Division. Back at Spen-
cer Street he announced : ‘' This really is
‘ journey’s end '’’. But he was greatly
mistaken. Within a month he had been
appointed Private Secretary to the Minister
for the Interior (Senator H. S. Foll).

Since then Mr. Bengtsson has been packing,
unpacking and packing on almost continuous
trips by trains, cars, steamers and flying boats.

Though Mr. Bengtsson can be persuaded to
admit that his new position is no sinecure,
he is willing to declare that it is amazingly
interesting with invaluable contacts with men
who malke the newspaper headlines every day.
Mr. Bengtsson's modesty, plus an iron-plate
reticence on all official matters, makes him the
ideal confidant of a Minister who carries the
added burden of membership of the Federal
War Cabinet. . . —L.H.B.

Wholly set up and printed in Australia at
the Victorian Railways Printing Works,
Laurens-street, North Melbourne, for the
Publishers—The Victorian Railways Com-
missioners.
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ALL MUST DO
PART IN WAR

AST month’s dramatic quickening of
|_ the Allied forces’ actions against

the enemy brought home vividly
to us the stern task that lies ahead
before victory is finally won.

We must all have been impressed
by the fact that success will not be
gained without the loyal and whole-
hearted support of everyone. We
must never fail to appreciate the freedom
and justice we enjoy under the
protection of the British Flag.

Added Responsibility

As servants of the Crown, all
members of the railway service have a
special obligation resting on their
shoulders. Hundreds of our colleagues
have already answered the call and are
now actively associated with the various
arms of the fighting forces. We pay
the warmest tribute to them for the
they have made, and we
a safe return

sacrifices
fervently wish them
to their homeland.

Those of us whose work will lie
within the Department must take
stock of the situation, examining
every avenue through which we can
render help.

That aspect cannot be too strongly
emphasized . . . it must always be
in our minds, no matter how
seemingly remote our everyday
work may be from actual warfare
activity.

No Deviation

Such seriously disturbing factors
as the coal strike must only strengthen
our vigor and determination to main-
tain the Department at the peak of
efficiency and readiness to meet what-
ever demands the war may impose.

in that vitally necessary work,
train crews, clerks, messengers, me-
chanics, executives, waitresses, signal-

men . . . everyone in the service, re-
gardless of position, can do his or her
part.

We must be on the alert to ensure
that our time is fruitfully employed.
Wasteful methods must be relentlessly
abolished, and all extravagance in
stores or materials of any kind must be
just as determinedly guarded against.

In brief : We must think loyally
—and act loyally on all occasions . ..

Red Cross Work Greatly Helped By
These Railway Officials

ROMINENT in the ever-growing story of the Department’s contribution
towards the Commonwealth’s war effort is the quiet, yet extremely
important, help being accorded the Australian Red Cross Society. In

Kennedy (Assistant Superintendent of Refreshment

Services), and Miss |. H. Bradshaw (Railways Dietitian), are winning the

appreciation of the Red Cross authorities.

this work Mr. H. L.

On the outbreak of the war, the
Australian Red Cross sought the ser-
vices of Mr. Kennedy and since then
his expert knowledge on Provedoring
and kindred subjects has proved
valuable in numerous essential phases
of the Soctety’s activities.

He wrote the 9,000-word chapter
on ‘‘ Provedoring >’ for the Society's
War Book. He is a member of the
Australian Red Cross Central Council
and of the Central Executive Com-
mittee.

In addition, he is Chairman of the
Red Cross Emergency Service Cater-
ing Sub-Committee, which is charged
with the training of women to provide

competent cooking staff and organizers
for emergency food services, Red Cross
Canteens, and Auxiliary Convalescent
Hospitals for sick and wounded mem-
bers of Australian fighting forces.

For Emergencies

The training of these women
will provide the nucleus of volunteers
that may be required for emergency
feeding of the civilian population in
the event of a national emergency,
such as the evacuation of people to
country areas.

Comprehensive plans have been
prepared for the training of these
women, and Miss Bradshaw, who
has taken a very active part in prepar-
ing lecture notes, giving lectures,
and, on the theory side, conducting
examinations, is performing out-

standing work.

The services of Miss Bradshaw and her as-
sistant, Miss H. Down, have also been availed
of by the Defence Department. Recently,
Miss Bradshaw gave a lecture and demonstration
on the value of salads in the diet, their food
value, etc., to members of the Army Service
Corps who will subsequently act as instructors.

TOURIST BUREAU AT BENDIGO

FURTHER development in the State’s

tourist business 1was the opewming last
month of a Branch of the Victortan Govern-
ment Tourist Bureau at Charing Cross,
Bendigo. It is being conducted in conjunction
seith the Bendigo City Council and the Citi-
zens' Publicity Committee. Other Branches
are situated at Svdney, Adelaide, Brisbane,
Hobart, Perth, Mildura and Ballarat.

REWARDS FOR APPRENTICES

A Free Course in Engineering at the
Melbourne University has been allotted
by the Commissioners to Apprentice
Fitter and Turner A. Firth (Newport
Workshops). Scholarships for the Di-
ploma Course of Engineering at the
Melbourne Technical College have
been allotted to Apprentice Fitters and
Turners J. T. Tijou and L. A. McCallum
(both of the Newport Workshops).
Apprentice Fitter and Turner E. J.
Gooding (Bendigo Workshops) has also
been allotted a Scholarship at the
Bendigo School of Mines.

BUSH FIRES

Prevention Work Praised

uDEAR Sirs.—| wish to bring to your
notice the happy relations which exist
between chis Brigade and Tallarook railway
employes. During the burning-off period.
advice was sent to me daily by the three local
gangers regarding the scene of their operations.
I was thus able to account for any smoke
seen.
We are thankful for cthe splendid help
given by Ganger S. Patullo and his men. Elever
evenings were given up by them to assist us
in burning preventive firebreaks on private
property, and | think that this shows a fine
spirit of co-operation. What has been done
in Tallarook is also possible elsewhere, and we
look forward to a continuance of the support
of railwaymen in our voluntary job.”
—Extract from a letter to the Commissioners
by Mr. E. C. Ashton, Captain and Honorary’
Secretary, Tallarook Bush Fire Brigade.

The precautions taken by the De
partment to guard against fires bein
caused by sparks from locomotives
may be divided roughly into thre
heads :—

(1) The provision on the locomotive
of efficient apparatus for mini-
mising emission of sparks ;

(2) Maintenance of such apparatus
in good condition; and

(3) Maintenance of the railway prop-
erty alongside the tracks in such
a condition as will serve to pre-
vent a fire occurring inside the
railway boundary from spreading
outside.

Care Of Arresto_rE

No apparatus has been devised
which could be relied upon com-
pletely to prevent the emission of
sparks and, at the same time, allow
the engine to work.

To the maintenance of this appa-
ratus very great care and attention
are given at considerable expense
Instructions make special provision for
frequent examinations by specialists.

On land adjoining the railway
track, a strip at least three feet wide
inside the railway boundary fence is
chipped or ploughed. Drv grass
growing on railway land is burnt off
at the earliest possible opportunity
during the summer months. Where
trees, shrubs and hedges are growing
either inside or outside railway land
extra chipping precautions are taken.

* ok %

This year the Department produced
and circulated 12,000 copies of a
folder—'‘Make Firebreaks, Now | ”—
emphasizing the need for concerted
action by country residents in the
prevention of bush fires.

WASTE . . . . WHETHER IN OPERATING




"STVIIALVIA 4O dNIL ‘SAOHLIN

—S0 LAT

(2dUBUUIRYY ,, 243 UI sjutod 6 paplieme
SEM UG ‘TO0II2WOg e  JIyejare)
‘Bunox Y H SIA Aq paujed 2azm
23€18 243 Inoydnoay)y syorod 3saysvy
"UoID3s , IDUBUIIUIBIAL ,, SY) Ul
uolels ucoH-IeN-IBN dyl 10} ozud
PII3 9yl ul paieys Os[e pue ‘uoneis
Suouk ], 1B UONDIS , SHIOAA MIN] ,,
9y} ur aznid  PuUOdIsS  PAAIdDAI  IY
‘suorjels BUOUA T, PUB UOO)-1BN-1BN]
U99M33( PIplAIp are s3Inp siy ysSnoyl
-y Cedouewoyred Jurpueisino ue 10§
9[qisuodsar sem (U00O)-TeN -IBYN ‘19110
BuperedQ) wyiwg D g IN
‘18K 9yl Inoysnoyy
3[qeinoAe] 21om AJ[eIOUd3 SUOIIPUOD
onegwiro eale Jeyd uy -(A1ddns 191BM
padrd yiim) uolloas @0UBUIIUIB[A],, PUB
(¢« SHTOAA MON] ,, 9Y2 Ul 1DLNSI(] UIIsey
9yl woay sdnuUd jo Yol Sunjutoddesip
B SBM 919Ul ‘ISBIIUOD JO Aem Ag
*SUO0T}02S 2A1)02dS2X JI2Y] UT SIUUIM
2J2M SUOIIE)S 2SI} JO WO -Aduowr
2ziad jJOo uwonNQIIISIP 2yl Ul paseys
‘W) ISJTY 2Y) JOJ PAIIITI gIIYMm JO 1SOUr
‘suoliels |1 3BY) ST ‘paOUNOUTE U2q ISni
2ABY YOIYM JOJ SpIEmE ‘g6l J0J uonmn
-3adwo) UuoHEBJI0D2(Q UONEIG pue
3ugue[d 2231 293 Jo FYUNLVIAA V

“Sugd;)a)[ssnol_l pooD),,
10,] poplemy/ sozik]

‘porxad yead 2y) Suranp AInp 2se2d (1S
sa40[dw2 27} 2SNEO2Q WOFIINPIJI SInoy
2Yl JO 302)j2 243} PIJI[NU Sey aam
Aep-aa1) 24l Supjrom S$211010BJ JO JI3q
-wInu 3uiseaJoul a3 ‘J2a3moH  -porrad
J128U0[ © J240 D1jje] jyead 3a1uaad Y3 jo
Burpeaads ¢ Ul p2a3[NS21 peY ‘dUINOQIA
ur [exduad A[aleJ MoU SY YoIym ‘yaam aad
¥ 01 8% WOJy SINOY JO WONINP2as a3y

“paajoaur
9q pinom aanitpusdxs Aavoy UOIYym
ur jarpr ojesl yead 10J sainseaw

19yzo auodisod o3 ‘owmn e J0j ‘9|qe
-onoexd aq 3ysrw 1t Aem Jeya ut 3uipeof
sy Surpesids £q pue ‘oiyen; yead oy jo
uondjdwos mun rwrd ¢r'g woiy pug
‘wd ¢ pue "wrd g U2IMIAG PaLInd
-ur aq pinom 28ed[IW JRUONIPPY
‘paonpax A1qeoaadde
9Qq PpPInos dyjen )[P.SCI 241 jo Al!SUQlU!
SYy} IBY] PaYdBaI  SBM  UOISN[OUOD
oyl ‘paresSSels erem  Anlsnpur  pue
20I10WWOD Ul MIom JO sawm Julystuy
pue Jupuswwod oy 3y ‘wd ¢pe
pue urd ¢ ¢ Ueam3Iaq SINDI0 dYjea] jrel
ueqInqgns AIBUIpIO JO AJISUSP 18593913
9yl 1BY3 PIsO[ISIp sem 1T ‘A[jorrg
'99311W
-woD 1lodsued) (eruswidedag ayl £q
Aunbus  aaisusyaadwod e jo 3I03igns
Yy Auadsa sem ‘9j8ue Aempred aya
wouy ‘uonsanb syl eyl JopuIwWB ®
S| Wo1sAs Aemweda 2141392 uequnqns
pue suJnoqialy 2Ya jo ws|qoud
oijeaa dead 3uludAd 3y uo

Yiuow 1se| uoIssNISIP YIdVJISAAT
W[QOIJ SLJBI ],

qead SANUY UQ
MIT A AeAIEY]

‘AJ[eIoua3d sileye 3sauryy) uo
jyeads |jia (BUIYD) 10 [NSUO)-3IDIA)
oes], "A "M AL “Ypuow siy g
1om sy Jo syoadse Sunsarsiur £[ysy
YIrwm Yjuow 3sef 3[edp (100() Yi[esH]
A1) ole( uyo[ "I(] I[ym | ‘wiojey
Al1e3oUOTy ,, U0 ayods ‘auinoqeJy Jo
qeropy "I N CIA ‘Apusddy

‘sordoy
1USIING UO WAyl SSIIPPE 01 SUIZIID
jusutword Juwmodds st qn[) 3uneq
-3(] 9y ‘sdquew s31 g0} wesdord
potiea A[prpusds oyl Bumunuon)

"uondIp Ul sinej
1091100 03 pajqeud dlam K3yl ‘arowr

-y 1y8Ly rul . JO 90uds
11943 Funensuowsp Jo L3tunyroddo 2
peY $I191eQOP 9Y3 ‘SISBISNYIUD S§SI[OI
oy Aq pouted 3uipioods pue uch
-Npour ‘UOISSTUWISUBIY 90104 UT 9DUILIS
-X3 [BOIUYOd) Jyl 01 uonBIppe Uuj
‘qnjD SSa[adly
TU'A 2yl £q papiodax A[[edri1d2]
21am sayd2ds 2yl pue eqap =
paionpuod ‘gnyp 3unzeqadq ‘T'Y L
213 Jo siaquidw Jurstadurod ‘swe2
'S3[NS3I 2[BN[BA PUE [2A0U p3pJal
Appuadax 23Injnsuy sAemjrey
UBIIOJITA 24l JO sqNId 2aI1IdE D
0m] udam32q NOILVIAJO-O

SYHLVIAd TA'A SLSISSV dN'TD OIavy TU'A

'ssau804d Ul MOU I YDIYM FWIYDS Y
papunodoud sy ‘aaodad Buneuiwn|p A|ydy pue
aalsuayaudwod B Ul ‘SI3dYO  ABm|led  YIIMm
uonduUN(uod ul uonsdnb dyi jo uonedsaaul
|IN} ® IpEW ‘UOISSIWWOD) Y3 JO UOIIIAS UoIl
-BLIE|DDY puR SIIALY ‘U33uiFu] jeUOISIAIQ WOJIG

H "] "SJI82140 S11 pU® UOISSIWWOD 3Y3 4O
uonlesado-od pue 3diApe 31adxa 23 jo 3y3uaq 3yl
PeY sey 1uawiseds@ 9yl ‘uoissiwwo’y Ajddng
J3IBAA PUB SJ3AIY 33IBIS dYI O ID1I0U Y1 OI
1y2no.aq sem JI1IBW SYl 1BYI 2WII 2Yd Wouq

PIY S, UOISSILIWIOD 493BAA

*uo1309101d 21BWIN[N Y1 SB IPA0D A1)R]
-389A 91 Yiim ‘uolieladaa Yitm paylofd
ulaq st 31 JpIym yueq ay1 199301d 01
ainsgaw A1e1oduwal-1wuas B se paplesal
9q AewW W9lsAs duAol1d syl ‘108 U|

"119q 2an1199101d
Ul W10 SWM UI [[Im $3311 Y1 ‘[iB]
soufo1d  ayr ‘readmoy  ‘J7  -ssadord
uonel[is ay3 ut djay [ian A3y ‘18 sIy3
ur AppPiyl pajuerd 21e $3311 dg|lws
10 smo[[m I cdn oaps Ajjenpesd
[Im S2UA018 oyl ulamiag adeds ayd
‘waisAs paudisep Ajiadord e yirpy
"S9UAO0JE JO SIIIAS
oYl JO pua Yl mO[eq [nuUNn Mueq oyl
woay 1day s1 juamind ayz ‘Aem s1iy1 uj
'2U0  3BUIPIddONS Yl AQ  PayddYyd sl
JUAO0IF YOBI MO[aQ jUBY 24l 01 UINIDI 0}
JU9LIND Oyl JOo Aduspual oyl ‘poaoeds
Lppdord aq saufoil Jo sa1Ids v [

s)jueg 3undajodd

‘p2itsodap 2q 03 1[IS 403 pooyryy]
2y3 BuiseaJour ‘2w 2wWes ayj je ‘pue
woIs042 03 Aduapu2l 3y3 Supnpayx snyy
‘Quhoa3 2yl mo[aq Jueq 243 3uoje J)em
Bujaowr A|MO[S 2J0W S} 242Y) ‘J[NS2J B Sy
*MO0[2(Q 2DUEBISIP 2WIO0S YUBQ J2A1d Yl 0]
SUIN3aI WaY) I ‘UOYIINIISQO Y JO pud
243 punoJe jyueq 3yl WOIJ pP3IID3JIP
SI JU21aND Ujewr 2yl ‘wesJsis ayjy o} ur
jueq 2Yy) woxy sidozfoad ‘dudord e se

Yons ‘uopodonIisqo Ue udYp, CUolso:
J23unod  saudoad  YoIym Ul Jaunem
2y3 urefdxs 03 3S3423UI JO 29 [[IM 1]
pazljiq
9Q [[IM 19l U3 JO jueq 9yl 1Byl |
[ouuBYD P[0 3yl 03 ISIB3U YdBq Palld
9Q JIIM MO[] WEdd)s ulew Yl 1
pa12adxa s1 1] ‘010 ‘smoO[[Im se U
‘uoneiadon yim porue[d pue padojs
s yueq 191 Judsaxd ayy ‘Apuent

-qng  C[PUUBYD  M3U Iy} 03 U
Jaa1x jussaxd oy)  woiy  SJuipual

‘paronaisucd 2q 01 2ie (Ysow a:
ur pado[paus 2U0IS JO SUOIDNILS
JOALI [BIIUBISQNS 10) SSUAOIZ XIS ‘Uon
-pe u] juowuSie PIAIND  ASEd
UO P31BABIXA 3( 0) SI [oUUBYD Mol
“I2AI1 9Y) JO MO[y JowIwWNS 9yl 10jg

NIOM JO XNnid

'SpOO[] 31q AUE 3SIS3L 0} SHUB( JBALL 3
9[qRUD [[IA YOIgm SUONIIPUOD IINPi-
QW) Ul pue UOISOId dY) 20NpaAl |
N1oM Y1 ‘ggGT Ul Se POO[J [BULIOU
ue Yons ul sAI109Yd ANy Jou Ju ua
‘[9A9] ueq J[BY 3INOQEe yoBAI !
‘Spoo[j AIBUIPIO WOIY UCISOId Y22
03 poudisop st ‘uoisstwwo)) Addn.
191BAA PUB SIDATY 1BI§ oy Aq i
patiied Jureq SI yoIym Iom dyjJ,
Ul ABm|lRl 3
pau2leaIyl ulefe UOISOId IJUIINJ UaL
193] (J0F AQ 193] pue ! Aeme pays
sear 28priq uigw 2yl o1 yoroadde -
uayMm 193] g7 AQ ISIG JB—PaUdYLTL
9q 01 pey sey 23puiq 9yl suoise:
oM) U 193] (OO‘T Inoge s Nu
01 ukq WOIj 2DUBISIP OY) ‘UOIS
Jo 3nsar e se ‘AepoJ, ‘Juoj
199} (00F sem 98pllq Aem[rel /\\
2yl ‘9881 Ul pAIoNuISUOY NHH &
*uo13dN43sdp

woJ} pue} pipuajds awos 333304d 2wy dwes ayj e pue aspliq
dlqenjea & 2A43sa4d ‘Inyssadcdns I ‘jIm djdom 3y3 ‘auswidedeq
sAem|iey Yy pue pund SWESII§ PUB JIAIY Y3 ‘|1Punod 3uawiojdwy
93e35 2yl wod) swns [enbs Aq pasueuyy pue ggg‘cy 3502 03 pajewilsy
*9uUl| S|epsuJdleg-audnoqa] Ulew 3Yy3 UO pJojyedys Jedu 33pliq
Aemjied ayy jo AJIUIDIA 9YJ Ul 43AIY UOAY dY3 JO Hueq UJI3YINOs
Y3 uo 2de|d u3Ijel Sey YdIYm UOISOJD DAISUIIXD dYJ IIYd 03 S|

N4oMm 3yl Jo Id3i{qo ay|

*ssa48o04d ur mou aom B 03 sayoelje

359433ul AJBUIPJAO UBY) S40W ‘UOISOAD |10S JO SIS dAR4S 3y3 03
8u1yda41p a4e saipoq pajyaids-d1qnd Yoym UOIJUIIIE Y3 JO MIIA N

SIUDAIND JDAIH SSIWIUIA O SdUkoJdH

190149 TIvd dVIN NOISOH3 INILIVH

g YALLAT SMIN SAVMTIVY NVIYOLOIA dHL

oF6I ‘Av]y



4 THE VICTORIAN RAILWAYS NEWS LETTER

May, 1940

Deaths Of Three Well-known V.R. Men

*TITH tragic suddenness the
W deaths occurred last month
of Messrs. G. Massey (Spec-
ial Services Engineer) and V. E.
Southwood (Ambulance Officer).
They were two of the best known
railwaymen not only in Victoria
but in other States, and their
passing caused profound regret
amongst railwaymen.

Mr. Massey’s career was a varied
one. Early in 1900 he went overseas
to broaden his general engineering
knowledge. During the Great War
he was on active service with the
A.LF. for 18 months.

At the time of his death, Mr. Massey
was in charge of the Way and Works
Special Services Division, including
the Photography, Helio Printing and
Plan Sections. It is worthy of men-
tion that Mr. Massey devised a new
system for the production of graphs
for the Train Control Division.

Mr. Massey took an active part
in the affairs of the Australian Rail-
ways Union, and was Victorian State
President in 1935-36. He was also
Editor of the Union’s journal. Mr.
Massey was a well-known writer on
economics.

ERE

For all but two of his 27 years’ service,
Mr. Southwood was connected with the
Department’s first aid organization.
For the past 10 years he had controlled
with conspicuous success, the State-
wide activities of this essential section
of the railways.

First aid men throughout the
State testify to his skill as an in-

More Railmen Join Fighting
Forces For Overseas

HEN this issue went to
press, details of the per-
sonnel of the Victorian
section of the Railway Companies
in the A.lL.LF. were nearing com-
pletion. In the June ‘' News Let-
ter ”’ the full list will be published.

. Meanwhile, a further 28 Victorian
Railwaymen have enlisted for active
service with the various Australian
fighting forces. Details are :(—

A.lLF.

AS. Labr. L. J. Addicoat, Lad Labr. L.

Barnett, Repr. C. T. Baulter, Labr.S. @.
Barker, Yard Porter E. C. Cundy, Store-
man W. F. Coulthard, Repr. C. J. Cullen,
Labr. S. M. Davis, Block Recorder J. M.
Doyle, Labr. J. L. Dale, Repr. G. T. Dowl-
ling, Lad Labr. J. N. Greaves,

Porter C. Hayson, Clerk P. H. Mc-
Arthur, Labr. L. P. O’Connor, Cas. Labr.
T. Pappin, Cas. Labr. P. T. Partington,
Fireman N. T. Powell, Clerk E. J. Ras-
mussen, Cas. Labr. L. T. Silvey, Carpenter
A. J. Treeby, Labr. D. P. Whelan, Optg.
Porter N. L. Woods, Storeman J. P.
Williams.

AIR FORCE

Booking Porter L. J. Allan, Lad lLabr.
K. P. Blake, Cas. Labr. T. Prouse, Clerk
M. C. Smith.

structor, and to his readiness at all
times to emphasize the necessity
for everyone to possess a knowledge
of first aid. His organizing capacity
was largely responsible for the re-
peated success of the State and Inter-
state Ambulance Championships held
in Meibourne. Mr. Southwood was
a member of the Council of the St.
John’s Ambulance Association of Vic-
toria.

Mr. George Houliban, Officer-in-
Charge, Rolling Stock Staff Room, was
another well-known and popular rail-
wayman whose death last month caused
widespread regret. Although in indif-
ferent health for some time, he strove
to the end to give that high quality of
service which had typified his 40 years
in the Department.

For 13 years Mr. Houlihan was in
the Transportation Branch. In 1913,
he was transferred to the Rolling Stock
Staff Office where he remained until
his death. In such a Branch where
staff questions are made more complex
by the great number of grades of
occupation, Mr. Houlihan’s ripe ex-
perience was invaluable.

TRAIN STEWARDESS WEDS

ARLY last month, Miss Monica Hillman
forsook the attractive blue uniform and
Glengarry cap as Stewardess on ‘° Spirit of

Progress ’' for the more distinctively feminine
array of a bride.

Her wmarriage deprived the Department
of a young lady who successfully '* blazed
the trail '’ as the first Stewardess ever employed
on an Australian train.

That she was a complete success was a
tribute to her engaging personality and
versatility in a position where the duties were
markedly different every day.

Miss Hillman left the service carrying the
warmest wishes of her colleagues, combined
with the grateful remembrances of many
regular travellers on *‘ Spirit of Progress.”

Some May Birthdays

OPPERSMITH A. E. Harlow, of New-
port, and Carpenter T. C. Roberts,
of Nth. Melb., on the first; Skld. Labr.
P. Lynch, of Nth. Melb., on the second ;
B’maker L. B. Dick, of Nth. Melh., on the
fourth; Wks. Foreman R. J. Withey,
of Sale on the fifth ; Optg. Porter A. S. Dix,
of Korong Vale, on the sixth; Fitters’ Asst.
J. H. Harris, of Ararat, On the seventh ;
Repr. A. SCOt[ of Qomernlle on the nmth;
Train Examiner G. H. Bonightcn, of Joli-
mont, on the 11th; Ganger I.. J. Worn,
of Port Fairy, on the 12th ; Signalman H. M.
Davine, of Ararat, on the 15th; Engine
Cleaner A. Martin, of Nth. Melb. Loco.,
on the 16th; Principal Fares Officer E.
Hawken, on the 17th; Clerk D. Moffart,
of Accty. Bch.,, on the 18th; Moulder
J. Cordwell, of Newport, on the 19th:
‘Tram Conductor K. 1. Boyes, of Elwcod,
on the 20th; Clerk N. Opie, of Flinders
St., on the Zan Skld. Labr. J. V. Manley,
of Newport on the 24th; Repr. E. H.
Enders, of Newport, on the 25th ; Die
Sinker L. F. Markievitch, of Newport,

on the 26th; Commrs.’ Spl. Officer J.
Timewell, and Painter T. J. Tvrell, of Nth.
Melb., on the 27th; §1gnalman D. R.
Brent, of Stawell, and Porter R. Kellas,
of Forrest, on the 28th ; Clerk T, Melrosc
of Echuca, on the 30th; Clerk J. A. Davine,

of Live Stock Agent’s Office, on the 3lst.
—D.T.D.

display of affection.

Mr. Edward Dillon’s
Fine Career Ends

« E joined the service as an engineer-
ing student and became a District
Rolling Stock Superintendent and

then Superintendent of Locomotive

Supplies, but he remained ever the

student, with problems of research and

experiment in locomotives in the fore-
front of his mind,”” said a colleague in
referring to Mr. Edward Dillon who
recently retired. Mr. Dillon’s keen-
ness for research was no doubt linked
with the fact that, before joining the

department 42 years ago, he was
a junior master at the University
High School in Melbourne. He has

left his imprint on many of the most
important locomotive developments. To
mention one : Mr. Dillon’s research
and data on superheated locomotives
were a big factor in the success of this
efficient type of locomotive. In 1923,
Mr.
sent to America on a Departmental
mission. He was Superintendent of
Locomotive Supplies for the record-
breaking term of 23 years and his
departure is a big loss to the Depart-
ment . . . To his friends everywhere—
in offices, at locomotive depots, and
on the footplate, his retirement marks
the severance of a delightful official
association. —W.S.C.

Almost 50 Years
N OTHING resembling requi-

stores system—was needed |

sitions—the life-blood of the
to ensure a big assemblage of
railwaymen at the farewell last
month to Mr. Harry Rice, Store-
man-in-Charge,
Loco. Depot.

His popularity,

North Melbourne |

ability as a storeman and, above

all, his eagerness to pass
advice brought forth a memorable
Had he re-
mained in the service another four
months he would have retired
with the distinction of a railway
career of 50 years ... Mr. Rice
looks back with satisfaction to being
associated with the transformation
of the Department’s storekeeping
methods into a system that has been
emulated in many parts of the Com-
monwealth. If Mr. Rice were de-
lighted at receiving, as gifts, a
travelling case for himself and a
set of crystal glassware for Mrs.
Rice, he was overwhelmed by the
many speeches praising him as a
railwayman, with special emphasis
on the last syllable. —A.LR,

Wholly set up and printed in Australia at
the Victorian Railways Printing Works,
Luaurens-street, North Melbourne, for the
Publishers—The Victorian Railways Com-

ALL MAKE AN

ENEMY OF WASTE

NOW !

on |

Dillon was one of three officers |
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THE VICTORIAN RAILWAYS NEWS LETTER

Fune, 1940

““ News Letter”’

Representative
With The A.L.F.

“ HE News Letter ” has pleas-
I ure in announcing that it
will have an official cor-
respondent in the 2nd Railway
Construction Company which will
serve overseas with the A.LF.

With the ready approval of Major
P.S. Robinson, M.C. (Officer Com-
manding the Company), Lieut. W. J.
Hill has kindly consented to cor-
respond with the ‘“ News Letter”
keeping railwaymen informed of in-
cidents and developments in a Unit
including over 100 of our colleagues.

As far as Lieut. Hill’s duties permit,
he will from time to time send personal
notes regarding the doings of rail-
waymen in the Unit. Consistent with
censorship limitations, he will also give
pen-pictures of the Company’s opera-
tions wherever it may be for the
benefit of readers of the ‘‘ News
Letter.”

Write Overseas !

Railwaymen in the service will,
we feel sure, be glad to hear of this
development. We suggest that you
reciprocate this gesture by writing
regularly to friends in the Railway
Unit or in any other part of Aus-
tralia’s fighting forces. Letters from
the homeland will, for obvious reasons,
be especially welcome.

Lieut. Hill, who served for over four
years with the A.LLF. in the last war
and returned with the rank of Lieu-
tenant, re-enlisted for the present war
in December last as a Sapper in the
Royal Australian Engineers. When the
Railway Unit was being formed, he
was select:d as a commissioned officer.

Engineering Work

His railway career
began in 1913 when
he joined the Way
and Works Branch
as a junior clerk.
On return from act-
ive service in 1919,
he became a chain-
man. Appointed
Engineering Assist-
ant in 1921, he was
in 1938 promoted
to Engineer.

At the time of his enlistment,
he was Assistant Metropolitan Dis-
trict Engineer. On many occasions
he has acted as District Engineer at
Ballarat and Bendigo. For some
time he was a Bridge Inspection
Engineer in various districts.

Lieut. Hill’'s engineering and soldier-
ing qualifications should make him
a tower of strength to his Officer Com-
manding (Major Robinson). Added to
these qualities is a flair for writing
which should guarantee informative
accounts of the Company’s activities.

We Wish:

“ A
TO THE 2nd R

Of the 305 men in the Company, 103 are Victorian Railwaymen, wh
are more than 70 men from South Australia, many of them being railwy

SAFE, SPE

IN GRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGMENT

“ Confidence Thoroughly Justified ”’

HE Commissioners wish to ex-
T press their gratification at the

manner in which all sections
of railwaymen who were concerned
rose to the occasion, under the
difficult conditions associated with
the recent strike at the coal mines.

The rapid organisation of firewood
supplies imposed a heavy load not
only on Stores officers but also on
many members of station staffs and
track force. The successful utilisa-
tion of such supplies demanded great
adaptability and resourcefulness from
enginemen, and train crews generally
showed the utmost vigilance in the
prevention of fires.

In other directions the unavaila-
bility of fuel brought discomfort
which has been cheerfully borne.

The Commissioners had every con-
fidence that all railwaymen who
were affected would respond to the
demands made upon them by reason
of the emergency. Events proved
that confidence to be thoroughly
justified, and the Commissioners
desire to thank all those who so
cheerfully co-operated in meeting
a difficult situation.

N. C. HARRIS, Chairman.
M. J. CANNY, Commissioner.
R. G. WISHART, Commissioner.

Mt. Buffalo Ready

FTER a record-breaking run of

visitors to Mt. Buffalo National

Park since last spring, The Chalet
will scon be welcoming the vanguard
of winter snow sports enthusiasts.

Besides heavy advancd bookings
for individuals and small parties,
there are 12 tours arranged or planned
by the Victorian Government Tourist
Bureau and Branch Offices in which
over 650 people from all parts of the
Commonwealth will participate.
there will be

This year three
splendid ski runs available : The
Cresta, Cathedral and Dingo Dell
Runs. The lastmentioned is a new

run conveniently situated only three
miles from The Chalet and reached
by a road open for the first time

to private car traffic.

For Snow Sports

Once again a Ski Schoo! will be an
outstanding attraction for visitors.
Instruct‘ors will demonstrate the latest—
and easiest—way to enjoy all the thrills
of this exciting pastime. In the four
vears the School has been functioning,
over 3,500 people have received in-
struction, and most of them have become
enthusjastic skiers.

Skiing Facilities

Visitors to Mt. Buffalo National
Park need not necessarily bring their
own skiing equipment. In the well-
equipped Sports Room there are
over 300 pairs of ski and 450 paire
of boots as well as other snow sports
material, available for hire at reason-
able rates. A Drying Room for
skiers’” wet clothing, also a Ski Wax-
ing Room are available for guests.
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MORE V.R. ENLISTMENTS FOR OVERSEAS

WHEN this issue went to press, 410 Vic-
torian  Railwaymen had joined the
various Australian fighting forces since the
outbreak of war in September. Latest enlist-
ments are as follows :—

RAILWAY UNIT

Platelayer C. R. Allen ; Appce. B’maker J.
Anderson ; Labr. T. A. Armstrong; Repr.
R. E. Belcher ; Labr. R. H. Blomfield ; Signal-
man E. D. M. Bowkett ; Striker L. H. Bunn-
ing ; Fitter J. C. Bloy ; C. & W. Bldr. A. E.
Brookman ; Repr. G. M. Buchan ; Platelayer
J.H.Brown ; App.F.and Turner H. R. Byron ;
Skd. Labr. W. J. Byrne; Signal Adjr. D.
Blackshaw.

Springmaker A, C. Cook; Actg.
Ganger W. J. Carolane ; Rivetter W. H.
Christie; Truck Dvr. A. B. Chalmers ;
Repr. D. Chirgwin ; Ganger E. G. Cald-
well ; Clerk N. S. Cannon ; App. B’smith
K. Canning; B'maker W. A. Case;
Cleaner J. F. Culph ; Labr. C. H. Day;
Surveyor H. Duncan ; Car Cleaner O. O.
Devlin ; Repr. F. M. Dimond ; Rail
Motor Dvr.J. A, Denham ; Office Cleaner
C. M. Dixon.

Reprs.W. J. Etherington and C. L. Evans ;
Welder J. F. Finlayson ; Driver J. H. Fitch ;
B'maker's Help T. O’S. Flannery ; Platelayer
D. J. Franklin ; Repr. C. A. Gardner ; Actg.
Platelayer J. E. Gladman : Platelayer P. H.
G. Glenister ; B’maker’s Help W. J. Guy.

Asst. Metro. Dist. Engr. W. J. Hill ; Fit-
ter’s Asst. H. W. Hayes ; Reprs. J. R. Hall,
F. W. Hall, P. G. Hale, P. V. Harper, E. C.
Huber, G. S. Jeffery and F. Jordan; Turner

G. R. Jones; L.H. Platelayer W. H,
Jackson.

Reprs. P. H. Kraft, J. L. Klemm and C. J.
Killham ; Actg. Platelayer J. K. Kirkby ;
Reprs. J. P. Laidlaw, L. A. Lawley and R.
Leahy ; _Fireman O. V. Lewin: Repairer
W. M. Lucas ; Carpenter A, Lillico; Repr.
C. A. Lyons.

Platelayers S. S. Martin and J. P. Maher ;
Chainman A. T. Mackay ; Actg. Striker J. D.
Mackay ; Carpenter J. P. Mackrill ; Cleaner
W. l. Mackenzie ; Welder and B’'maker
W. P. McGrath ; Coppersmith’s Asst. W. D.
McMillen ; Painter I. D. McLeod ; Cook J.
Mizzi ; Fireman J. D. O’Leary.

Ganger L. A. Perry ; Reprs, R, Porter,

Labr, W. J. Purcell ;
Repr. T. G. Robinson ;
Rule.

Ganger R. J. Stanley ; Clerk L. H. Stirling ;
Reprs. T. L. Scott and L. S. Simmons ; Labr.
L. A. Skevington ; Repr. M. Scott; Labr.
H. R. Snow ; Repr. M. A. Turner ; Cas. Labr.
H. E. Thomas ;  Actg. Platelayer A. J. Tom-
linson ;  Fitter's Mate D. Tulloch; Clerk
L. W. Telford.

Cleaner W. G. Wall ; App. B'smith A. E.

areham ; Reprs. L. E. Wakeling and L. M.
White ; Ganger A. H. Wilson ; Chainman
T. P. Whelan ; Cleaner A. R. Wood ; Ldg.
Platelayer K. Whiteley ; Repr. A. C. Young ;
Actg. Dvr. J. A. Yorston.

Fitter L. Robertson ;
Skd. Labr. J. D.

A.LLF. (Various Sections)
YPEWRITER Mechanic E. J. Atkin-
son ; Cas. Labr. W. Bruce; C. & W.

Bildr. R. F. Bassett; Mtr. Lorry Driver
W. Barbour ; Lad Porter A. C. Clements ;
Cas. Labr. L. Cober ; Goods Guard J. H.
Douglas ; Trn. Exmnr. C, E. Dargatz ; Cas.
Labr. J. W. Francis ; Porter L.J. Golds-
worthy ; Cas. Labr. T. E. Hynes ; Optg.
Porter J. W. Haines ; Porter J. Hay ;
Labr. E. Harkins ; Goods Checker W. R.
Kealy ; Eng. Cleaner L. G. Klioester ;
Repr. C. A. Kelly.

Labr. R. Mills; Porter J. E. Mortimer ;
Clerk I. R. MacLean ; Asst. $.M. J. Mackinlay ;
Vanman C. Nye; Lad Labr. W. A. Nelson ;
Eng. Cleaner K. O'Farrell ; Porter E. O. Peers ;
Shunter F. H. Pritchett; Billposter P. Legge ;
Cas. Labrs. A. G. Peart, L. M. Pleydell, V.
Romeo, F. Shaw, tLad Porter V. M. Smith ;
Cas. Labrs. F. H. Whitaker, S. J. Wright and
H. Wilkins; Clerk N. J. Young.

Air Force
REPR. W. H. Collins ; Labr. J. L. Carrick ;

Cas. Labrs. D. Cole and E. Cleary ; Repr.
L. L. Horley ; Cas. Labr. R. C. Kilby ; Clerk
J. T. Kearney ; Clerks A. R. Matthews and

C. W. Miller ; Repr. R. Panaotie ;: Lad Porter
R. A. Parkinson ; Kitchen Boy J. Sharples ;
Clerk K. A, Richards ; Repr. ). C. Richmond ;
Cas Labr. W. C. Turnbull ; Appce. F. & T.
. A. Williams.

Navy
Labr. W. H. Brooks.

RAILWAY LINK WITH

G. R. Palmer and A. S. Powney ; Bridge
LEAGUE football pennant
A may hinge on the Spencer
Street station grill room.
That, at least, is the view of the
Carlton Football Club Committee
who believe they have solved the
vexed problem of defeating Gee-
long on the latter’s home ground.
In brief, the tactical move em-
braces two main points :—

Let a dietitian advise on the fast meal

the players have before the game
starts ; and
See that the players have that meal

before making the 45-mile rail journey

to Geelong,

For the first game of the present
season, the Carlton Club followed
this new policy. The players had
their mid-day meal at the Spencer
Street station grill room—and they
defeated Geelong on the Pivot ground
for the first time since 1935

Previously, the team travelled by the 11.10
a.m. train to Geelong ; had their meal on ar-
rival at the station refreshment rooms

between 1-1.30 p.m.; and then began the
match ac 2.45 p.m. ‘' The latter interval was
so short '’ said Mr. N. S. Chandler (Prove-

Branch and a
‘‘that our

dore, Refreshment Services
Vice-President of the Club),
players appeared to be lethargic.”’

So, on the advice of a doctor and a dietitian,
the Club decided the team should dine before

FOOTBALL STRATEGY
““wicth im-

departing from Spencer Street,
beamed Mr.

mensely satisfactory results,”
Chandler.

Mr. P. J. Mitchell (Secretary, Fitzroy
Football Club) has written to the Com-
missioners expressing warm apprecia-
tion of the services accorded the team
when visiting Geelong last month.

Special mention is made of the meals pro-
vided by the Spencer Street and Geelong
station refreshment rooms. ‘| am sure,”
said Mr. Mitchell, ‘' chat if we could be sure
of winning at Geelong—a rarity for my team—
the rail trip to Geelong would be the feature
of our season.”

Over Half A Century

A MARATHON railway career of 503

years ends this month when Mr, S. C.
Rosier, of the Rolling Stock Accounts Di-
vision, retires from the service. With his
retlrement the Department loses a clerical
officer whose knowledge of technical affairs
was above the average. For many years he
was closely associated with a succession of
Chief Mechanical Engineers for whom he
performed much valuable and varied work.
Soon after joining the Department in 1889,
he was transferred to Head Offlce as a short.
hand writer—a rare accomplishment in those
far-off days of slow, copperplate penmanship.
As a youthful shorthan é) writer, Mr, Rosler
was connected with the Victorian Institute of
Engineers, and here was laid the foundation
of the wide knowledge he possessed of tech-
nical subjects. Mr. Rosier will leave the
service with the warmest wishes of a wide
circle of friends. —R.S.B.

Mr. W. Fitzpatrick’s
Death

T is with profound regret that we
record the death last month of
Mr. W. F. J. Fitzpatrick, who

was Chairman of Commissioners
from 1910 to 1915. He was 86 years
of age. Mr. Fitzpatrick is survived
by his wife and three daughters,
and on behalf of the Victorian
Railways service, the ‘‘ News Let-
ter ’ extends to them sincere
sympathy in their great loss.

To the brief outline in the April
issue of the ‘‘ News Letter ' of
Mr. Fitzpatrick’s distinguished rail-
way career, must now be added
a tribute to the public spirited
work he performed since the end
of the Great War. The repatria-
tion and vocational training of
soldiers absorbed much of his time
and talents.

Mr. Fitzpatrick was the first
Chairman of the Victorian Voca-
tional Training Committee

]
How U.S.A. Railroads

Get More Business

LATEST advices from overseas bring
news of an interesting innovation
by eleven American railroads in con-
junction with a nation-wide motor
company. From May 1, a ‘‘Train-
uto.’”’ Service was introduced, the
extensive publicity campaign being
based on the slogan:

TO YOUR DESTINATION
BY TRAIN.

AT YOUR DESTINATION
AN AUTO.

Designed to cover 150 cities, the
new service is regarded as the rail-
roads’ answer to the traveller who
likes a motor car at certain points, but
dislikes driving the long intermediate
distance. ‘‘ The possibilities for busi-
ness and pleasure travel are unlimited,”
it was stated.

Under the new system, the pas-
senger may arrange, when buying
a rail ticket, to have a current-model,
five passenger sedan car waiting when
he reaches his destination. The pas-
senger must produce his identification
card or a cash deposit, when the keys
of the car are handed over to him.

The sedans do not have signs painted
on them, nor are they painted in any
unusual colour. They look exactly like
privately-owned cars.

For one or up to five persons,
the rates for the hire of a motor car,
including petrol, oil, maintenance
and insurance protection, range from
the equivalent of 3/6d. for one hour
(10 miles) to £2/5/- for 24 hours
(135 miles). For one week, a charge
of approximately [£5/10/— provides
for 350 miles of travel in the car.

Wholly set up and printed in Australia at
the Victorian Railways Printing Works,
Laurens-street, North Melkbourne, for the
Publishers —The Victorian Railways Com-
missioners.
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Leave for Officers and Employes called up

or enlisting for Home Service.

(3) Permanent officers and employes, and super-
numeraries with at least 12 months’ continuous service
prior to the commencement of defence duty, who
are called up or who enlist for Home Service with the
Naval, Military or Air Forces, may be granted leave
on the same conditions as are applicable to officers
and employes who enlist for active service abroad,
with the following modification as from 13.6.1940
in respect of contributions to the Superannuation
Fund :— :

(a) Where defence pay is The officer or employe
not less than railway must pay his own con-
pay tribution to the Super-~

annuation Fund.

(b) Where defence pay The Department will
is less than railway make up the contribu-
pay tions payable during

the period of leave
without pay to the ex-
tent that defence pay
is less than the railway
pay.

Officers and Employes called up periodically for

defence training purposes.

(4) Permanent officers and employes, and supernum-
eraries with at least 12 months’ continuous service
prior to the commencement of defence duty, who are
called up periodically for training purposes with the
Naval, Military or Air Forces, may be granted leave on
the following conditions, viz, :—

(i) Any annual leave actually due or which be-
comes due during the period of training
may be granted on application.

(i) The Department will make up the difference
between the defence pay (including allow-
ances) and railway pay for one period of 16
calendar- days in each calendar year in
which they are called up, but the balance of
the leave will be without pay.

(iii) The principles set out in clause 3 in respect
of contributions to the Superannuation Fund
by officers or employes on Home Service
will apply also to men called up for periodical
training.

(iv) The general principles laid down in clause 2
in respect of promotion, seniority, increments,
sick leave and annual leave credits will apply
to officers and employes granted leave for
training purposes. o

Procedure to be adopted in respect of the

payment of the difference between railway

and defence pay.

(5) (i) Where the officer or employe concerned is
in camp in Australia he must furnish a certi-
ficate from a responsible officer of the unit
to which he is attached covering the 16 day
period for which payment is due, showing
the amount of defence pay, including allow-
ances.

L3

(ii) Where payment cannot be effected because
of the absence overseas of the officer or em-
ploye concerned, the amount due will be cal-
culated by the Comptroller of Accounts,
after consultation with the Defence Account-
ing Authorities, and paid into a Treasury
Trust Fund, from which payment will
ultimately be made to the officer or employe
concerned after his return to Australia,
or to his executors in the event of his
decease.

Application for leave and certificate of release.

(6) By arrangement with the Department of
Defence, recruiting officers will not enlist railway
officers and employes in reserved occupations unless
they produce a certificate of release froem this Depart-
ment. Officers and employes who desire to enlist
should therefore ascertain from their supervising
officers whether they require a certificate of release,
and in all cases they must submit an application
for leave before actually ceasing duty.

Position of Supernumeraries and Casuals with

less than 12 months’ service.

Numerous enquiries have been made by super-
numerary and casual employes with less than 12 months’
service, who desire to enlist for defence service,
as to their position in respect of re-employment
and seniority after release from defence duties.

The standard conditions agreed upon by a Con-
ference of the Commonwealth and State Governments
regarding leave for defence service are applicable to
supernumerary employes only if they have had at least
12 months’ continuous service at the commencement
of defence duty. Even these employes cannot be
guaranteed reinstatement regardless of conditions,
as the employment of supernumeraries or casuals
at any time is governed by many factors, including the
volume of business and the financial position.

The situation is complicated by the fact that many
supernumeraries who were engaged to replace other
supernumeraries who enlisted, have themselves
enlisted and seek to be given the same assurance
of reinstatement as the employes whom they replaced.
Obviously, it is not possible in such cases to promise
that all these men can be re-employed on their release
from defence duty.

With a view to dealing with the matter as sym-
pathetically as possible, the Commissioners, however,
have decided that supernumerary and casual employes
who have been at the beck and call of the Department
for at least 6 months prior to enlistment shall not
be regarded as having heen dispensed with, and that
their names be retained on the Departmental records.

When such employes again present themselves
for work, their claims for re-employment and their
former seniority will be considered on their merits
and everything that is reasonably possible will be
done to ensure that they are not disadvantaged as
compared with other supernumeraries and casuals
who started in the Department after them.

12th Fune, 1940.
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IMPROVED TRACKS AT

JOLIMONT JUNCTION

MPORTANT reconditioning and

draining work on a 1,000-feet

section of double track at
Jolimont Junction has just been
completed. During the work, on
which 90 Unemployed Relief
Workers were engaged for eight
weeks, delays to certain suburban
trains were unavoidable.

In order to cause as little incon-
venience as possible to the travelling
public, however, all the men with the
exception of a few required for
safety purposes were withdrawn be-
tween 7.30 a.m. and 9 a.m. and were
set working in other than main line
tracks. Twice 2 week between midnight
and 5 a.m., men were employed for
the clearing of spoil.

Waterlogging of the road-bed be-
neath points and crossings made the
work particularly urgent. In July
and August of last year, 1,000 feet of
the Qakleigh lines in this section
were treated and the work just com-
pleted was on the Box Hill tracks.

Better Drainage

In carrying out the work, the old
ballast was removed and the road-bed
was excavated to a depth of 12 inches
beneath the timbers. The formation
was then graded and treated with ashes,
the grade being towards a sub-drain
which was laid in the 6-foot space
between the tracks. The sub-drain
was constructed with 6-inch stoneware
pipes, open-jointed and surrounded
with spalls.

This sub-drain was graded to
outlet drains which carry the water
to the main outlet drain on the south
side of the railway lines. The water
flows beneath Jolimont Road and
ultimately finds its way to the River

Yarra.

In addition to the benefits of vastly
improved drainage, the reconditioning
work on these tracks will have the
effect of improving running conditions
and reducing the wear on points and
crogsings and the maintenance in
packing up the tracks. It is hoped that
when more Unemployed Relief funds
become available, further work of a
similar nature may be undertaken.

SERVICE

SKR‘—} beg to bring under notice the
kindness, thoughfulness and consider-
ation shown by Mr. R. E. Brown, Motor~
man, Tramway Depot, Elwood.

My wife tripped in a hole on the footpath,
fell heavily and sustained serious facial in-
jury, when proceeding to join a tram at the
corner of North Road and St. Kilda Street.

Mr. Brown was in charge of the tram.
He held it up while he assisted my wife
to her horoe and arranged about calling
the doctor.

When the tram arrived at Elwood Depot
and he was released from duty, Mr. Brown
promptly drove his car to the Albert Park
golf lLinks and conveyed me from there
to my home.

My wife and 1 feel very grateful to Mr.
Brown, and we would be pleased if our thanks
are ofﬁcmlly conveyed to him.

—Mr. J. Carolan, of 22 North Road,
Bnghton writing to the Secretary for Rail-

ways.

KEEP JULY 8 FREE !

HE Council of the Victorian

Railways Institute has decided
to convene a general meeting of
railwaymen at the Institute Con-
cert Hall, Flinders Street Station,
at 8 p.m., on Moaday, July 8, to
discuss the formation of a repre-
sentative State-wide Railway
Organization to raise funds for
Red Cross, War Comforts and
Patriotic purposes, and to co-
ordinate and assist various rail-
way patriotic movements now in

operation.
Representatives of all railway
industrial, charitable, recrea-

tional, musical, educational and
welfare organizations will be in-
vited to attend, but the meeting
will be open to any member of
the railway service and his family.

L N T N I T T T L R TR T L L T T T T

Mt. Buffalo National Park
On Films

S a further means of popu-
A larizing Mt. Buffalo Na-
tional Park as an all-the-
year resort, two films bhave re-
cently been produced by the De-
partment. Onmne, a sound film, is
a standard size feature short
which will be displayed in theatres
throughout the Commonwealth.
The other, a silent film in colour,
will also receive Australia-wide
display in schools, clubs, etc,
through the branch offices of the
Victorian Government Tourist
Bureau in every State capital.
The skiing season is now under
way at Mt. Buffalo. In addition to
the new ski run at Dingo Dell, as
announced last month, several im-
provements have been effected recently
which will be especially appreciated
by day wvisitors.

UNIFIED EFFORT

HE tragic elimination of Frang
bility as a partner with Brita
war.  Without doubt, the I
and honourable war-scarred recor
trated the thickest self-complacenc
strong and resolute in the task of g
until the grey-helmeted terror is
the gathered might of Germany s
courage that is impregnable to the

OR Australia the threat means 2

and material, and the response w

the virtue of our Cause. Unde;
by the broadcast of the Prime Mini
June 16, we are about to give our
giving until victory is won. Mar
of others under new conditions (
issue) will be carried on apace, w
contributing to the War Loans,
purchasing War Savings Certificat

HIS is a promising beginning t

to do everything—even tempo

may exist when the world re
avocations again.

Only A Shil

UST that amount deducted
J your fortnightly pay will e
you to purchase in the per
sixteen weeks a £1 War §
Certificate. Actually you onl
16/~ for a certificate which w
worth £1 at the end of seven
The return in interest to you is |
than that obtainable in the S
Bank. Further the certificate
free of Commonwealth and
Income Tax.
Apart from the value of tl
vestment, there is the satisf:
of having done something for

LEND TO DEFEND

Floral Decorations In
“ Spirit Of Progress >’

HE Parlor Car on ‘' Spirit of Progress'’

is now supplied regularly with magnificent
floral decorations from the world-famous
Conservatory at the Fitzroy Gardens. This
arrangement has been made through the
sourtesy of the Melbourne City Council.

Of special Interest to Interstate
and overseas visitors, the blooms—
which are neatly labelled with their
botanic names—are a striking ad-
vertisement for the Conservatory.

To a large extent, the type of
flowers exhibited reflects the prevailing
display at the Fitzroy Gardens. Mag-
nificent ‘‘Glorie de Lorraine” Begonias
are now being shown. They will be
followed by Poinsettias, Primulas,
Cyclamen, Schizanthus, Calcolarias,
Hydrangeas, etc., most of which are
hot-house pot plants, particularly
suitable in the air-conditioned atmos-
phere of the parlor car, and are changed
at frequent intervals.

The conductor is furnished with
information which enables him to
answer travellers’ questions.

All Can Help In

PARAMOUNT neces
A these hard times 1s to n

the war on waste with
most intensity in every section
service. Ome of the easiest o
is the carefree use of material
in  their individual cost ma
trivial, but in their aggregate
the Department in a large
outlay. In this category. paf
a particular significance.

Obviously the clerical dem:e
paper are considerable. The p
tion of memoranda, reports,
circulars, etc., makes a large
on paper stocks, but with the s
of supplies and an average i
by almost one-half in the cost
printing and writing papers ax
the economical use of paper |
come a major concern 1n the I
ment.

The number of copies of memq
etc., must be kept to a minimu

the reverse side of stationery n
used. Old forms, circulars ar
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Railwaymen Responding To Call To Empire’s Aid

HEN this issue went to
w press, an additional 267

- Victorian Railwaymen—
making a total of 677—had joined
the various Australian fighting
forces since last month. Latest en-
Jistments are as follows :—
ALF

CTG. Driver W. H. Swalwell; Asst.
A $.M.’s H. L, Fisher, W. A. Hales, W. P.
Killeen ; Billposter F. Thessinger ; Block
Rec’dr A. W. Burton ; Car Cinrs. T, ). Derrick,
T. 1. Farrell ; Cas. Labrs. G. E. Alston, H. J
Beale, R. D. Coughlan, C. Duncan, E. D. Evans,
1. Farnell, W. C. Griffiths, J. W. Hayward,
M. S. Halliday, W. Harrington, H. Kimpton,
H. G. McClelland, L. J. O'Meara, H. Orme,
W. A. Paterson, J. D. Rutherford, J. A. Smith,
L. T. Young.

Clerks C. S. Arliss, K. Batterham, T. L. Bos-
sence, C. J. Bower, P. Breheny, L. C. Cook,
L. ). Cox, L. V..Coyle, E. A, Daly, R. R. Gordon,
F. D. Hiscock, J. P. James, J. B. Jarman, J. C.
Markham, R. B. McKeam, V. C. Rose, M.
Siggins, R. A. Smith, R. G. Stuart, A. D. Taylor ;
Coal Stage Employes H. Cra;knell, S, w.
Henley ; Conductor E. E. Tonkin ; Elect. Ftr.
R. Tresise.

Eng. Clnes. F. ). Beecroft, A. C. Breen, S. 1.
Climgson, L. S. F. Curtis, H. R. DreV{, R. G.
Forbes, R. Hemphill, C. T. Humphries, W.
Lance, H. G. Mann, T. J. McDonough, D. A.
McLaws, T. G. Pryor; Firemen A. Anthony,
G. R. Brown, F. Carey, A. W. Guymer, C.
Hogan, R. C. Kofoed, A. G. Lillis, W. L. Mearns,
1. T, Murphy, J. Smith, T. W, Steel, E. Thurman,
G. E. Williams ; F’'man’s Off. Asst. J. F. Burn;

French Polisher G. F. Dyer; Gds. Chkr.
E. J. Harrower ; Gds. Guard A. W. Vonarx ;
Jnr, Clerks G. W, Booley, L. E. Cook, R. Jones,
K. L. McKean, J. M. O'Donohoo. .

Labrs. N. L. Anderson, F. C. Amos,
A. Ashton, A. W. Barton, R. J. W. Bevan,
N.W. Branson, V.G. Brearly,G.R. Burkill,
T. E. Chandler, J. A. Clancy, A. E. Collins,
R. E. Connor, F. Cosgriff, J. Davis, A. Dodd,
T. F. Egan, M. N. Greenhatch, H. E.
Gregory, T. H. Hanger, C. J. Heron, A.
Hore, S. J. Keys, G. M. Landrigan,

Labrs. E. G. Luscombe, G. W. Macon-
achie, F. J. Masters, R. Miller, H, C.

. Muhihan, L. D, Muschialli, P. J. McDonald,

E. McFarlane, J. McCarthy, H. G. Mc-
Clelland, 1. Macleod, A. H. McNee, H. A.
Newman, J. P, Noonan, J. Pears, T.
Pyke, A. E. Rowan, N. M. Richards,
W. A. G. Ryan, E. F, Sampson, B. C. Smith,
B. T. Smith, C. D. Smith, A, Spink, C, G. S.
Stanley, V. E. Stone, W. Topping, L.
Walsh, M. A, Warner, A. R. White,

Lad Labrs. L. C. Loveless, T. M. Mc-
Donald, M. L. McGrath, J. E. Oid, A. T.
Taylor, D. J. Taylor, F. G. Weller ; Lad
Pers. D. €. Cowen, F, L. Cox, E. W. Day,
A. Groves, K. O. Morgan, L. A. Perry ;
Lands Off. Asst. R. F. Kinnane; idg.
Shunters J. W. F, Coad, L. J. Martin;
Linemen L. Fairlie, J. J. Kingdon, W.
Satchell.

Messengers A. D. LaGrutta, F. H.
Saunders ; Motor Lorry Drvrs. A. A,
Price, S. B. Wentworth ; No. Tkr, J. A.
Stephens ; Night Porter A. S. Dittmer ;
Off. Asst. L. J. Jones ; Optg. Ptrs, J. T.
Costelio, N. L. Fartch, G. T. G. Griffiths,
R, J. Jones, A. A. Parrott ; Painter L. M.
Gibson ; Pastrycook D. Anderson ; Pcls.
Ptr. J. W. Bendle.

Ptrs. G. H. P. Arnott, P. ). Barrett, R. Baker,
W. A. Cotter, ]. A. Downie, W. . Field, S. F. Fury,
H. W. Griffiths, J. R. Hogan, N. Houghton, T. A.
Jones, L. J. Lannon, L. L. Larsen, A. f. Miller,
H. L. Matthews, H. W. McTaggart, S. J. Mc Gown,
W. E. A. McCullough, G. V. Pollock, A. N. Raymer,
T. A. Shields, G. C. Spencer, W. L. Templeton,
A. E. Wells ; Ptrs-in-Chge, T. ]J. Folks, M. |.
Hanlon, T. A. Loader, G. W, Sewell, W. G. Whelan,

Rail Motor 2nd Man O. . Dobbyn ; Reprs.
W. A. Avent, W. C. Brown, F. S. A. Curran,
D. D. Evans, F. W. McClelland, P. McDonaid,
J. N. C. McGill, V. R. C, Thomas, C. H. Tuck,
N. Walker, A. C. Witney ; Shedman R. G.
Goodman, A. G. B. Speed ; Shed Ptr. W. E. Dell ;
Shunters R. Clarke, G. L. Dickenson, |. E. Einsiedel,
L. G. Hancock, W. H. Harries, W. S. Hayes,
F. R. jukes, F. McErlain, F. C. Neilson, W. H.
Roberts, W. V. Reid, A. Smith, D. W. Toohey,
L. J. Wale.

Signalmen G. A. Broadbent, H. D. Oppy,
L. J. Wisdom ; Skd. Labrs. E. A. Crosher, G. R. H.
Duck, f. A. Morris, D. J. McCullough, W. |
McVicars, J. R. Oswald, J. G. Plant, P. L. Sandow,
W. L. Spears ; Sheetmetal Wkr. H. R. Tucker ;
Sister J. E. Hood.

Striker D. WY. Riley ; Storemen R. H.
Lawley, W. Menadue ; Subn. Guards . L.
Cosson, E. Hodges ; Tkt. Chkr. F. S. Spear :
Tram Conductors K. T. Boyes, T. }. Meikle ;
U.G. Reprs. Asst. . R. Pearce ; Vanman
R. Geddart ; Watchman Q. J. Shaw ; Yard
Ptr. D. J. Head.

AlIR FORCE
App. C’smiths H. J. Crouch, J. B. Hall ; App.
F. & T. L. H. Wills ; Clerk A. G. Brown;
Inr. Clerk J. M. Cairns ; Labr. A. L. Hibbert ;

Lad Labrs. B. Eilery, D. Stephens ; Sub-Stn.
Asst. T. G, Smail.

NAVY
Labrs. H. J. Tulloch,W. K. Welsh.

——3

TRAIN ROMANCE

ONGRATULATIONS ! Miss

H. Mathieson, Stewardess on

““ Spirit of Progress,” is engaged

to be married to Conductor Jack
Freeland of the same popular train.

V.R. NURSE IN A.Ll.F.

We are asked to record the right honorable
fact that Sister Jean Hood is leaving the New-
port Workshops Ambulance Room to join
up as a nurse with the A.LF. Just on two
years ago this bonnie lady joined the Depart-
ment, and it is suf-
ficient tribute to her
ability to say that she
was selected out of
200 qualified appli-
cants. Sister Hood,
who holds the R.V.
T.N. A. certificate
obtained after three
years’ hard training
in the Alfred Hos-
pital, was Sister-in
Charge Out-patients’
Casualty Depart-
ment of the Hospital.
Three and a half
years in this job
were followed by an
equally noble re;corc}
as Sister-in-Charge of the Out-patients
Casualty Theatre. The Department will miss
her, and we look forward to her safe return.

UNION CHIEF'S NEW OFFICE

Qur congratulations and best wishes
go to Mr. P. A. Randles, State Secretary
of the Australian Railways Union, on
bis appointmient last month to the
important office of President of the
Trades Hall Council. This appoint-
ment, following his recent clection as
Vice-President, is a fine tribute to his
competence and  popularity. Mr.
Randles is an old railwayman. He
resigned in 1920, to take a more active

part in Union activities, and years of
hard work as an Organizer resulted
in his appointment as State Secretary
two years ago. He is also a member
of the Australian Railways Union
Council and the Central Executive of
the Australian Labour Party.

«“ BILL” BRANDY’S DEATH

The number of good railwaymen who are
called ‘“ Bill * is enormous, and among them
must be counted ¢ Bill” Brandy, the taill
and popular truck supply expert who died
last month. He joined the Department
in 1904, and after periods of service at
‘Warracknabeal, Ouyen, Serviceton and
Toorak, he found a busy niche in the Head
Office at Spencer Street. For seventeen
vears he was engaged on truck distribution
and the quick, ready handling of our
valuable export and perishable traffic.
In his official mental background, trucks
were always assembling for those major efforts
of transport which only the railways can
perform. Inside or outside the Depart-
ment Bill had an unimpeachable record.
His great modesty gave additional colour
to an appealing personality, and it was his
commendable pride to have only two
hobbies—his work and his garden.

51 YEARS’ SERVICE

To retire after nearly 51 years
of unblemished behaviour in his
job is the enviable D.S.0O. that
Driver W. Dubber has achieved.

Heaps of enginemen hail him
widely and loudly as ‘‘ Wally ”
and “ Wally” he will remain—

a simple, regular fellow with a
private passion for tending his
revered motor car as if it were
a human being with doubtful
kidneys or a leaky valve. Nearly
all his adult life he has been
a Driver. He found his way
into the cab of his first engine

in 188—and transferred to the
seat of an electric train driver
in January, 1923. He finished up
on the Frankston and Lilydale
runs on which he had been driving
for the past six years.

“DON” DUNBAR PASSES ON

So good old Donald Dunbar has gone
west. Qur deepest sympathy to his wife
and relatives. It is pathetic to recall that
just before his death he was presented by
his railway friends with a gold watch for
himself and a salad
bowl for his wife,
Donald was probably
the best known of
Dining Car Stew-
ards. He possessed
the bonhomie and
approach that are
impregnable to the
fusses of irritable
passengers. Donald
never quailed before
the absurdest re-
quests. If he had
been asked for a
slice of the moon
with Jupiter dressing,
he would undoubt-
edly have suggested
an acceptable substi-
tute. For years he controlled the catering
on Commissioners’ tours. Meal times were
variable and hours sometimes long, but
everybody who encountered him on these
inspections remembers with gratitude his
readiness to go to any lengths with his
limited resources to tickle the palates of
tired railwaymen. Donald, who was an
excellent cook, had been all round the
world, and among his treasured records was
his selection for special duty on two Royal
train tours.

Wholly set up and printed in Australia at
the Victorian Railways . Printing Works,
Laurens-street, North Melbourne, for the
Pgb[ishers —'i‘he Victorian Railways Com-
missioners.
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THE VICTORIAN RAILWAYS NEWS LETTER

August, 1940

NO TIME FOR COMPLACENCY

HE war is getting closer. Each day brings news of some fresh

development in the international situation, further threaten-

ing the security of the Empire to which we have the privilege
to belong. France, the great and honorable ally of 1914-18, is now
a country without an army, with a navy mostly lost or demobilized,
with no voice at all in European affairs and very little in its own.
Paris, the beautiful capital, a marvel of romance and story, the
centre of European culture, catching the eye with its pictures and
monuments, its parks, its boulevards and its vivid cosmopolitan
life, is now under German control. All of the famous capital’s
freedom and vivacity have gone. Its newspapers, permitted
comparative liberty of comment a few weeks ago, are just vapid
echoes of the German regime.

But for the might of the British Fleet, the growing power of the superb
air arm, backed by the indomitable spirit of an army and people with a
thousand years of magnificent achievement behind them, we in Australia
would ultimately be in the same position as the French. Many of us are
comforting ourselves with the perilous illusion of a safety guarantee by our
distance from any possible aggressor. Every thinking person, however,
knows that the defeat of the Mother Country would mean the eventual
eclipse of the Commonwealth with all the liberties which we enjoy.

Vital Question Facing Us All

All of us should look at the situation squarely and ask ourselves whether
we are doing all we can to help Britain and the Empire in this terrific
struggle. True enough, many railwaymen have donned the King’s uni-
form ; many more are coming forward, but running parallel with the
demand for men is an ever increasing demand for money. Every soldier
must be properly equipped and cared for. Adequate supplies of muni-
tions and equipment must be provided. Therefore it is surely up to those
of us who for various reasons cannot get into khaki to make some reasonable
contribution towards the immense cost of this conflict by purchasing War
Savings Certificates.

In a railway army of nearly 25,000 employes even a contribution of
only 1/-a week would mean over £60,000 a year, surely little enough
to pay for the right to live our lives under the Union Jack. Railwaymen
are investing in War Savings Certificates with the full assurance that they
are helping their country and are saving their money. They are also
contributing to the Red Cross and War Comforts Fund, but more—and
still more—money is needed. Indeed, a bigger all-round effort is re-
quired to prevent this war with all its bestialities and horrors coming
closer to this fair land.

It is necessary to emphasize again that this is our war—a war
for our freedom, our happiness, our economic existence. If
there are still some foolish people in this country who think
otherwise, let them endeavor to visualize what will happen to all
our industrial awards and Australian standard of living should
Britain—and therefore, Australia—be compelled to surrender
to the totalitarian States.

GIVE FREELY NOW AND CONTINUE GIVING ALL THAT
YOU CAN AFFORD.

Buffet Car Now On
““The Overland” Express

THE Commissioners have decided to
withdraw the buffet car running
on the Melbourne~Port Fairy line and
place it on the ‘‘ Overland’ in lieu of
the dining car. The buffet car will be
withdrawn after the arrival in Mel-
bourne of the 7.20 a.m. train from
Warrnambool on August 3, and will
be attached to the 7 p.m. ‘‘ Overland”
from Melbourne two days later.

These alterations were necessitated by
the poor patronage not only on the dining
car attached to tﬁe ““ Overland,” but also
on the buffet car on the Port Fairy line.

The late departure time of the *‘‘ Over-
land ” from Melbourne, i.e., 7 p.m., results
in a relatively small demand for dinners
and experience indicates that the buffet
car will be quite able to meet these require-
ments as well as the breakfast needs of travel-
lers on the ‘‘up” journey from Ararat.

TIME-TABLES ALTERED

Concurrently with the withdrawal of the
buffet car from the Port Fairy line, the
following amendments of the current time-
tables will be made :—

Commencing on August 3, the 5.12
p.m. daily train (552 p.m. Saturdays)
from Melbourne will reach Warrnam-
bool at 10.28 p.m. instead of 10.6 p.m.
(Saturdays, 11.6 p.m. instead of 10.46
p.m.). Commencing on August 5, the
afternoon train from Port Fairy will
leave at 3.30 p.m. (instead of 3.45 p.m.)
and reach Spencer Street at 9.35 p.m.
instead of 9.55 p.m.

SERVICE

SIR—On behalf of the members of the Mel-
bourne Walking Club, and particularly
those who attended the Club walk on 23rd
June, from Sydenham to Sunbury, | would
like to bring under your notice the excellent
services rendered by Mr. F. C. Mackay,
Station Master at Sunbury. Mr. R.
Hemmy, the leader of this particular walk,
had previously interviewed the Station
Master, whilst seeking a site for our
evening meal. :

The Station Master, on our arrival at Sunbury
had prepared the waiting room for our use,
with a fine fire already warming the room.
Thanks to his services we were able to spend
the two hours wait in comfort, instead of
enduring a cold time out in the open. 1 wish
to convey our appreciation of his courtesy,
which everyone considered reflected great
credit on him and the Department.

—Mr. C. B. Green, Hon. Secy., Melbourne
Walking Club, writing to the Chairman of
Commissioners.

For Air Force

Recruiting Trains Being Equipped

TILL another valuable railway ser-
S vice to the Defence Department

is the creation of two special
recruiting trains to handle enlistments
for the Empire Air Scheme. Each
train will have facilities that will enable
every intending applicant for air or
ground service in the R.AA.F. to be
properly examined in the minimum
of time.

The trains, which will travel all
over Victoria, stopping at any place
for any period required, will greatly
facilitate the work of the medical
examiners and other members of the
recruiting staffs.

Six cars of the Better Farming
Train, once famous for the variety

of its contents and its arresting canary
yellow complexion, are being con-
verted into recruiting cars. FEach
train will consist of three cars and a
louvre truck equipped with a power
unit, generator and batteries for the pro-
duction of electric light.

The general office car will be
divided into three sections, the forward
section, nearest to the engine, having
long open windows and hinged plat-
forms on both sides of the car. Stand-
ing on these platforms recruits can make
preliminary enquiries and receive any
necessary literature from N.C.O.s
seated at desks within.

In the recruiting car, the largest

section will be a lecture reom where
the duties and responsibilities of life

in the R.A.AF. will be fully explained.
The recruits will then pass on to a small
office in the same car occupied by
an N.C.O., whilst in two other cubicles
the temperamental qualities and tech-
nical knowledge of potential pilots
and ground staff will be closely
examined by R.A.A.F. officers.

In the third car, the doctors will
turn the stethoscope and other testing
instruments on all men who have
passed the tests in the previous car.

The medical car includes a waiting
room, a dark room for eye tests and
two larger medical sections—one for
examination of ground staff and the
other—the most important section
in the train—where the pilot of the
future must prove that he is 100
per cent. fit to navigate one of His
Majesty’s fighting planes.
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V.R. Enlistments Near 1000-Mark

NLISTMENTS of Vic-
torian Railwaymen in
the various Australian

fighting forces are rapidly
advancing to the 1,000-mark.
When this issue of the ‘‘News
Letter” went to press, 228
more men had joined the
colors, making the total 905.
Details are as follows :—

. A.LF. .

$ST. Stn. Masters T. Dwyer andiJ. R,

_Wheeler ; Billposter O. F. Cassidy ;
Car Clnrs. B. Holton, P, Singleton and
J, H, Aikman ; Cas, Labrs. M. J. Hearne,
3. L. Thomas, W. Knipe, W. A. Gibson,
N. A. Holl, K. Colson, H. E. Fisher, M.
Campbell, D. G. Thomson, R. Saunders,
3. L. Dickson, L. E. Staggard, N. Ward
and G. Godfrey ; Clerks P. Elsum, F.
Zeis, A. Neall, J. B. Carroll, L. B. Mudie,
L. J. Lord, R. H. Twoose, B. Pattison, C.
E. Sunderland, $. Arthur, J. Withell,
R. E. O'Haire, E. F. Watson, J. D. McFad-
yen, F. Chalmers and . Esler ; Cook F.
Collins.

Eng. Clnrs. G. V. O’Haire, H. M. Poyner,
F. 1. Fitzgibbon, J. R. O’Connor, A. E. Hood,
F. C. Cromb, L. A. Cheeseman, J. W. Mclean,
€. S. Bain, P. H. Hayes, H. J. Seater, A. K.
Mitchell, L. Wemyss, G. W. Cassidy, R. D.
Wright, R, A. Miller and J. R. O’Connor ;
Fencers' Asst. A. C. Swayn ; Firemen H.
Pearl, A. A. Hudson, J. V. Stokes, G. Kent,
A. R. Christie and G. A. Yensch ; Guard
W. I, White, W. Jackson and L. A. Aggett.

Labrs. (Skid.) L. E. Hewitt, J. T. Peoples,
G. A." Peters, J. Carson, H. G. Frost, W.
Rickard, R..R. Thirkell, R. G. Goldsmith,
W, G. Aggett, G. Barnes, J. J. Hawkins and
D. Shaw ; Lad Labrs. A. W. Sankey, J. J.
Bradley, J. Kennet and L. Brown ; Labrs.
R. J. Prosser, R. ). Allisey, W. F. Watson,
A. C. Gallagher, J. A. Pearce, W. D. Ralph,
C. L. Michau, L. B. Brodie, D. B. Drape, A..E.
Sampson, J. Keane, F. R, Rickard, J. Cottom,
G. P. Rigg, C. R. Duncan, E. A. Wright, F. G.
Hughson, R. A. Hoare, K. J. McCurdy, F.
Cargill, C. R. Beckman, R. J. Smith, N. M.
Richards, T. M. McDonald, F. N. Henwood,
‘R. WY. Hellyer, F. E. Hanrahan.

Labrs. E.:D. Harper, D. Bruce, M. C. Pem-
berton, E. R. Whittles, W. ], O’Brien, M. P.

Murphy, A. M. lJones, G. V. O’Neil, J. R.
‘Penny, R. E. Power, C. E. Sparkes, A. E.
Warren and A. F. Carrick.

Lampman J. E. Trevena ; Motor Driver J.
Cobby ; No. Taker A. D. Shields ; Painter
J. H. Hughes ; Parcels Porter G. F. Leydon ;
Porter-in-Chge. E. C. Phillips ; Yard Porters
G. T. Graham and A. E. Dawson; Optg.
Porters C. T. Shimmen, A. J. Coleman, T. F.
Brent, F. ). Henderson, R. O. Smith, L. J.
Duffus' and A. Cumming ; Sig. Porter S.
Dando.

Porters W. W. Irving, I. E. Ebbott,
H. V. McLean, A. T. Herrick, R. E. Wilton,
W. M. Greenwood, E. S. Roach, M. C.
Egan, R. L. Riley, N. H. Clamp and A.
Downward.

Relvg. Stn. Master H. R. McLeod ; Reprs.
A. E. Ainsworth, W, }.-Crowley, J. H. Cathern,
J, B. Condon, H. B. Gordon, A. lJohnston,
1. D. MclLeod, D. H. McMillan, K. J. Pelly,
K. G. Plunkett, W. J. Rickard, D. E. Richards,
W. D. Riordan, R. D. Ross, J. D. Taylor, B.
Collins, T. J. Hancock, D. Hynes, E. C. Scealy,
C. H. Coliett, W. J. Ellen, F. ). Felstead, J.
Rice, G. W. George, R. Harbrow, G. D.
O'Brien and H. C. Wild.

Rng. Gear Repr. J. W. Evely, Sheet Met.
Wkr. 1. ). Hartney ; Ldg. Shunters W. Wells
and D. J. Montgomery ; Shunters L. W.
Callick, W. H. Carr, W. G. Henry, F. H.
Kinersley and E. A. Snowden ; Signalmen
J. H. Brown, A. C. Beck, J. W. Phelan and
O. R. Lynes; Stn. Master H. W. Tobin ;
Storeman H. B, Barrett, E. W. Hayes, M.
B. O’Connor, E.J. Fawdry, ). Haden and W.
Fisher ; Stower A. M. Farquer.

Tkt. Chkr. E. E.-Williamson ; Upholsterer
D. M. McDonald ; Vanmen K. M. Pope and
W. L. Hunt.

Air Force

APPCE. B’'mkr. T. T. Treadwell ; Appce.
F. & Trnrs. B. F. Moon and P. A.
Gibb; Cas. Labrs. B. Hallo and A. U, Wind-
sor ;: Clerks C. H. Jansch, E. H. White,
E. F. Mackie, J. W. Brown, J. M. Cairns
and J. Stewart; Porter-in-Chge. D. T.

Andrew ; Porters R. C. Chamberlain
and D. J. Head ; Rail Motor 2nd Man
L. A. Evans ; Sub. Stn. Asst. T. G, Smail ;

Trn. Exmnrs. L. Stratton and A. J. Ebbott.

Navy

FIREMEN H. Johnson-and P. A. Richardson ;
Lad Labrs. W. K. Bunn and I. M. Straughair,
R. G. Carkeek ; Labrs. J. R. Weybury, A, L.
Johnston and A. Menhennitt ;  Shift Eicn.
L. G. Start; Welder T. J. Gubbins.

HERE’'S GOOD NEWS !

AILWAYMEN will be glad
R to know that the Railway

Construction Unit, A.L.F.,
in which there are more than
100 Victorian Railwaymen has
safely reached England. ‘“‘The
News Letter' awaits with
interest the first communica-
tion from its representative
with the Unit—Lieut. W. }J.
Hill.

SEYMOUR’S WAR EFFORT

OW that ‘* Spirit of Progress’' .runs

AN axpress through Seymour and the
buffet car is attached to the Albury ex-
press, the dining room at the Seymour
railway station is only occasionally re-
quired for departmental purposes. Con-
sequently when the local refreshment
staff wanted ¢to put on a dance in aid of
the War Comforts and Red Cross funds,
Manager E. J. Ingham and his wife knew
. just where to stage the happy evening.
Actually the dining room proved ideal.
The regularly polished floor provided a
perfect surface for the skipping feet, and

the big party—it was confined exclusively to

railwaymen and their wives and friendsin

the district—had a very joyous time. The

energetic staff and others were respons-

ible for the refreshments and the result

was: a - cheque for something over £I12.

Mr. and Mrs, Ingham, who supervised

the effort, started in the refreshment

services at Horsham in 1921 and have

appeased thousands of hur_\gry passen-

gers at Wangaratta, Bendigo, Spencer

Street, Princes Bridge, Ararat and—for

the past eighteen months—at Seymour,C

NEW WORKSHOPS MANAGER

ALTHOUGH F. T. McAuley has been
promoted toWorkshops Manager, Ben-
digo North, it seems unlikely that he will
leave Newport until after the war. At
present he is making a typical ‘‘McAuley”’
success of the important job of Shop Super-
intendent, Aircraft Production, on behalif
of the Commonwealth Government.
That position came to him after his return
this year from a term in England gaining
practical experience in airplane manu-
facture, .. At the age of 40, Mr, McAuley
can justifiably reflect on a railway career
of 26 years studded with a series of high
commendations. Few Victorian Rail-
waymen possess a greater all round
knowledge of workshop practices. The
Newport Workshops, where he began
as an apprentice fitter and turner, is his
happy hunting ground. His selection
some years ago as Supervisor of Ap-
prentices was 2 choice full of wisdom.
There are many young railwaymen to-
day who owe much to his helpful advice
and human understanding in matters
affecting them both inside and outside
the Department. . . . —B.B.

Wholly set up and printed in Australia at the Victorian Railways Printing Works, Laurens-~
street, North Melbourne, for the Publishers—The Victorian Railways Commissioners.

CECIL WIDDOP PASSES

THERE will be deep regret at the news
of the death of Mr. Cecil C. Widdop,
of the Superintendent of Train Services
Division. Aged nearly 58 years, he was
one of the best known officials in the
Administrative Offices where he was
employed for over 40 years.

After nearly three years’ leave because of
indifferent health, Mr. Widdop resumed in
the Department on July 1 last, and his ap-
parent restoration to health was so complete
that his sudden demise came as a profound
shock to a wide circle of friends.

Practically all of Mr. Widdop’s career
was spent in the time-tabling section,
his wide knowledge and quick, decisive
manner being of inestimable value. Since
1924, he had been second in command
of the Division. On a number of occasions
he acted as Superintendent. —W.

Hobson’s Bay Identity Dies

ONE of the few remaining links with the
Hobson's Bay Railway Company was
severed recently when Thomas Broadbent
died at the age of 85 years. Born one year
after the opening of Australia’s first rail-
way—from Flinders Street to Sandridge
(now Port Melbourne) in 1854—Mr.
Broadbent joined the Hobson’s Bay Railway
as a porter in 1870, Thirteen years later
be was porter-in-charge at Princes Bridge.
Promoted Stationmaster, he became t%)e
efficient officer in charge at many stations,
including Wycheproof, Murchison, Dim-
boola, Dandenong, Bendigo and W’odonga.
Later he was an Acting District Superin-
tendent at Bendigo and for some years prior
to his retirement in 1916 he was Station-
master at Spencer Street. To his son, who
is the Secretary of the Caulfield Branch
of the R.S.S.1.L.A,, the ‘‘News Letter”
extends deepest sympathy in the loss of a
valiant old railwayman who, throughout
the years, watched the progress of our
railways with a warm fatherly interest.

Brown’s ‘“Blitzkrieg”’

“SHORT Cuts to Salvage’’. is the pre-
dominant note in the hustling activities
of George Brown (Secretary for Mines) whom
the Government has appointed State Con-
troller of Salvage. Mr. Brown is widely
remembered as a former Victorian Railway-
man who pubtished his famous ' Short Cuts
in Shorthand,” a small invaluable book typical
of his deep spiritual dislike of circumlocution.
He was one of the world’s fastest shorthand
writers, with a certificate for 250 words a
minute. Many hundreds of rallwaymen were
in his shorthand classes at the Railways Insti-
tute, His career since leaving the Depart-
ment has been typically brisk and successful ;
Chief Government Shorthand Writer ; Sec-
retary, State Parliamentary Standing Com-
mittee on Railways ; Secretary, Farmers’
Relief Board ; and Secretary for Mines.
Associated with him in conducting his present
‘‘ blitzkrieg '’ on waste with characteristic
speed and thoroughness is another ex-rail-
wayman—E. Jenner—who was weli known
at Maryborough as a very active official in
the local football club. . . —J.AP.
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