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2 THE VICTORIAN RAILWAYS NEWS LETTER

January,

The Month’s Topic

FOR BETTER SERVICE

INETEEN hundred and thirty-

seven was an eventful year in

the history of the Department.
That fact is plainly evident in the re-
view of the year’s activities published
on the opposite page.

Space limitations alone precluded a
more extended survey of numerous
other developments which contributed
towards that high standard of service
and efficiency which is the constant
aim of the Victorian Railways.

* ok ok

RADITIONALLY, the beginning of
a new year is the time when most
people, taking stock of the past,
declare themselves on the future.
Their mistakes must not be repeated ;
their achievements must be surpassed. . .

While considering this question from
a personal viewpoint, every railway-
man should remember that his position
as a member of the great railway team
should be submitted to the same critical
review.

In such a vast State-wide organisa-
tion as the Victorian Railways the

human element is, of course, para-
mount. Therefore at this juncture
when ‘‘ good resolutions '’ are fashion-

able, each member of the service should
resolve to excel-in 1938 the individual
contribution which he made in 1937
towards the general welfare of the
Department.

INTRODUCING—

PASSENGER Yard Supervisor Albert
McCullough, of Spencer Street, who,
as this photograph was taken, was ‘‘on his
toes >’ in preparation for his heaviest
job of the year. In association with his
‘“ 100 per cent. team of shunters” he
is responsible for mar-
shalling and placing at
the platforms all the
country trains depart-
b ing from  Spencer
{ Street station. To the
: uninitiated this is a
. seemingly prosaic sort
© of job, but a few min-
. utes’ talk with Mr.
McCullough is suffi-
cient to demonstrate
that he has raised to
perfection a complica-
ted daily undertaking

which is all-important
in ‘‘on time ”’ passen-
ger train perform-
’ ances. For 28 years he

has been in the Spen-

cer Street passenger
yard, and thus he is on ‘'speaking
terms” with the scores of tracks and

sidings. It is just as well that he is, for
on Christmas Eve there were scheduled
nearly 120 trains going in and out of the
platforms at Spencer Street. Hundreds
of movements over a maze of tracks
were involved in such circumstances,
but years of experience, combined with
expert planning, leave Mr. McCullough
characteristically serene—and efficient.

Geelong Track Finest Of All

LONG WELDED RAILS BIG FACTOR

ITH the completion of the relaying of the line betweez
Newport Junction and Geelong the Victorian Railwayvs
now possess the finest stretch of railway track in Aus-
All who have travelled over the line appreciativels
testify to the smoothness of the running and the marked re-

tralia.

duction in noise.

A major factor in achieving this
high standard of track has been the
welding of the rails into longer lengths.
New 90 Ib. rails have been laid in
welded lengths of 225 feet. (Two
experimental sections between New-
port Junction and Laverton comprise
rails welded into lengths of 4,748
feet and 4,321 feet—lengths which
approach the longest in use on any
railway system in the world.)

Rail welding is one of the most
arresting developments in railway track
work. By effecting a reduction in the
number of joints, the longer rails
provide smoother and quieter riding
for passengers ; they also lessen track
maintenance costs, increase the life
of rails and reduce the wear on rolling
stock.

For the first time in Victoria s
plates have been provided betwees
rails and sleepers throughout 1=
from Newport Junction to Ge
These plates, of which approx:=
190,000 have been used, afford =
stantially improved base for 12
and a greater bearing area
sleeper.

In the reconstruction of 1=«
nearly 100,000 hardwood sleer
about 80,000 yards of bluestor
were used, whilst about 2,00
plates were installed at the
Throughout the line new 90 It
and crossings, with 12 in.
timbering, have been laid.
mation width of the line is 20

On the trial runs of * =~
Progress,”  hauled by the
locomotive in the service (Z-
tons), speeds approximating ~
per hour were attained on this *

V.R.l. TEAMS’ INTERSTATE SUCCESSES

EVIEWING the sporting activities

of the Victorian Railways Insti-

tute during the past year, officials
are justifiably proud of the splendid
performances registered by their mem-
bers.

Victoria won three Interstate tro-
phies in competition with teams rep-
resenting the New South Wales,
Queensland and South Australian
railway departments. The trophies

were : ““ Mick Simmons "’ Cup
(cricket) ; ““ Denniss 7 Cup (bowls)
and ““ Tintara Cup ” (golf). Having
won the golfing championship on

three occasions, the trophy now be-
comes the permanent possession of
the Victorian Railways Institute.

Bearing in mind the keen competi-
tion and the fact that the opposing
teams always included several first-
grade players, the Victorians fully
merited their successes. All railway-
men will heartily congratulate them
on their victories.

These annual Interstate sporting
events are eagerly awaited, and judging
by the large number of nominations
being received for inclusion in the
various teams, the selectors are sure
to have a difficult task in choosing
teams.

To defend their titles against New
South Wales, Queensland and South
Australia, teams of cricketers and
bowlers will leave for Sydney early
this year. With the entry of a team
from Western Australia, additional
interest will be created in the cricket
matches.

Following on these games, the
annual tennis matches for the
“Blanch” Cup will be played in
Melbourne at the end of March, while

the competitions in football, -
table tennis will be staged in -
later in the year.

N.S. WALES AMBULA
CHAMPIONS FOR 1¢%

LTHOUGH unsuccessfut

Australian  Railways Amuu

Competitions held in New
Wales recently, the Victoriz-
and officials returned to Men
warmly praising the work of =
South Wales railwaymen who was
championship.

Railwaymen from each of »
way systems competed, the
results being :—New South Wz -
points ; Western Australia, 43!
monwealth Railways, 420} ;
4034 ; South Australia, 400 :
land, 366 ; and Tasmania, 32

The work performed by =
peting Corps was generally
standard, that displayed
Victorian Corps in the In
Stretcher, Supplied Material.
Transport events being qu::
factory. The Victorians chies
in the Improvised Materiz
Like the majority of the Ceo-
lost points because theyv
diagnose correctly the cause res
for the patient’s unnatural
condition.

Following the Competit
New South Wales Railwavs
sioners arranged a series of e
ments which were greatly en;
appreciated by all the visitors
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Personal Postscript

£y

ENDIGO RAILWAYMEN’S ACHIEVEMENT

regular tours a few years ago.

retirement, his colleagues at the
Car Depot presented him with
cigarette case filled, not with cigar=

but with notes ! —C

00

Champion

Debaters

Vincent Kelly (Bendigo)—Photo

Trophies

Presented

IN spite of stern opposition from many skilled debaters representing varied organisations,
the debating team of the Bendigo Branch (Victorian Railways Institute) succeeded in winning

the ‘A"

Grade Championship of the Bendigo Debating Association. . In this picture are

the three railwaymen responsible for this achievement in the year's activities of the Branch.
Reading from left to right : Messrs. J. E. Blackall, L.W. Galvin (Captain}, and A. H. De Grandi.
Also displayed are the three handsome trophies presented by Mr. J. H. Lienhop, M.L.C. Arguing

the affirmative case in the subject :
munity,"’
Association.
iacts.

Mr. Blackall is stationmaster at Goornong ;
Bendigo North workshops ; and Mr. De Grandi is a goods guard stationed at Bendigo.

** That chain stores are in the best interests of the com-
these railwaymen registered one of the best performances in the history of the
Their side was noted for the patient preparation and forceful presentation of the

Mr. Galvin is a fitter and turner at the
Amid

much enthusiam Mr. D. Cameron (President, Victorian Railways Institute and Chairman of
the Staff Board) presented the three proud railwaymen with their trophies at the annual meeting

of the Branch last monch.

FIFTY YEARS AT
BALLARAT LOCO!

OCATED at Ballarat East Locs

tive Depot for 50 years—and of
half-century, 40 years on the
shift. . . . That, in brief, is the =
record of Mr. Harry Baker, Fu=
who retired last month with 50
3 months and 2 days service =
credit. Specialising throughou:
long career on locomotive runnizg
pairs, Mr. Baker became one «
most competent tradesmen of
kind in the Department. ‘‘ Harry
what was wrong with a loco=
before it came into the Depot. ]
believe he could smell the trouble
the descriptive way in which one »
wayman referred to the capacs
the veteran. Mr. Baker was extre
popular with all his colleagues
judging by the preliminary far
preparations he will receive mor
the usual parting gift. W
Baker’s retirement, the fami
with the Ballarat East
Depot will not be broken. .
before he retired, his son commen
duty there as an engine cleaner.

Red and White

A T his first .attempt to become a
South Melbourne Football Club
Committeeman last month, Mr.

P. Farnan (Commissioners’ Representa-

tive on the Board of Discipline) was

successful. And in opposition to five
other candidates he topped the poll.

Having already proudly worn the red

and white colours as a player, he thus

realised the second of his boyhood
ambitions. As he possesses a practical
knowledge of the game, plus executive
ability, Mr. Farnan’s many friends pre-
dict that he will materially strengthen
the Club. He has also played cricket
with the South Melbourne second eleven.

Before transfer to his present important

Departmental position, he was for 27

years in the Rolling Stock Branch.

After experience at Newport, Port

Melbourne and other locations he was

transferred to the Staff Office where

his capacity for dealing with staff ques-
tions gained him rapid promotion.

For a time he was Clerk to the District

Rolling Stock Superintendent at Ballarat.

For three years he played there with

the Golden Point football team ; he

was captain and coach of the local
Victoria cricket team ; and he was a
member of the Ballarat cricket team
which, competing in the first Country
Cricket Week in Melbourne, became
the country.champions of the State.
—L.JN.

Popular Steward Retires

vellers have heard with great

regret of the retirement from
the service of Dining Car Steward
Percy Woolcock. Ili-healch is respon-
sible for prematurely closing a useful
railway career extending over 28 years.
Both as a waiter and subsequently as a
steward, Mr. Woolcock did much to
enhance the reputation for prompt
and efficient service which the Depart-
ment’s dining car services possess
amongst cultivated travellers.  Of a
cheery personality, he had a smiling
greeting for all patrons—and their many
enquiries concerning his whereabouts
are proof of the impression he made
upon them. Mr.  Woolcock was
popular, too, with the passengers on
the Reso. Train when it was making

MANY regular Interstate rail tra-

January Birthdays

OPTG. Porter R. L. Patterson.
chester, Repairer D. Fogarty,
stall, and Clerk R. E. Williams, of =
on the first ; Labr. E. C. Coster, o7 *
Wkshops, and Blacksmith H. M
of Ballarat Wkshps, on_the seconc
Porter I.. D. Free, of Wedderburr
on the third; Engineer G. 8. Lo
Head Office, and Painter A. L. Ct
Korumburra, on the fourth; B
H. Meikle, of Nth. Melb. and Skld. *
Vance of Nth. Melb. on the fifth ; Ao
Elec. Engineer C. G. McDors
Platelayer J. Parker of Flinders ¢
seventh ; Asst. Estare Officer A. H. & =
and Ldg. Skid. Labr. A. E. Jcnes
Melb. on the ninth; Clerk L. C
of Footscray, on the 10th ; Clerk C.
of Traffic Bch., and Striker F. [
of Bendigo, on the 11th; Supvr
Transport C. G. Walker and R
F. J. O’Brien, of Nth. Melb. en :
Skld. Labr. B. E. Golding, cf Seyr
Tram Conducter K. E. Saddirs
Sandringham, on the 16th; Asst
V. A. Rvan, of Head Office, on *
Spl. Ganger C. P. Deutscher, of
St., and Elec. Ftr.-in-Chge. J. ]
of South Yarra, on the 18th; R
Allen, of Ballarat, on the 19th;

F. Johnston, of Newport Wkshops, <
ter P. Van, of Korong Vale on *
Fitter and Turner J. 'T. Cooney, of .
on the 22nd ; Ircn Machinist E.
cf Spotswood Wkshops on 1
R.A.S.M. W, J. Olson on the 2/t
Cleaner C. E. Sainsbery, of Nth. ’
the 26th; Clerk R. D. Gale, of ©
on the 27th ; Betterment & Public
Member L. C. Bromilow, Train
G. R. Miller, of Wangaratta, a
Lyons, of Head Office, on the 2
]. Thompson, of Newport Wks
Tkt. Checker F. V. O’Connor, of
Street, on the 29th; Striker R.
of Nth. Melb. and Shunter R. P. :
Melb. Yd.

Wholly set up and printed in A
the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens-street, North Melbourne.
Publishers —The Victorian Railwz
missioners.
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I The Month’s Topic
ACHIEVEMENT

HE issue last month of ** Achieve-

ment '’ an attractive sequel to

‘“ A Record of Achievement ' s
a reminder of the progress of the
Department since the original brochure
was produced.

The new booklet surveys the various
developments which have enhanced the
Department’s reputation for service
during the last few years.

Quite properly, pride of place is
given to the completion of Australia’s
first air-conditioned, streamlined, all-
steel train “‘ Spirit of Progress.”

Apart from this performance, the
new record emphasises the major im-
provements which have been made—
the introduction of air-conditioning,
the reconditioning and resleepering of
miles of track, the welding of rails,
the alteration of locomotives, the con-
tinuous policy of accelerating services,
the reduction in fares, the train control
developments and the installation of
‘‘ tie stations’’ on the suburban elec-
trified system—each improvement de-
monstrating the ceaseless activity of the
administration and the co-operative
spirit of the staff.

Minister’s Tribute

This comprehensive result thorough-
ly justifies the commendatory Foreword
by the Hon. A. L. Bussau (Minister of
Transport) that ‘‘ any unprejudiced ob-
server reading the story of the im-
provements made during the last four
years, culminating in the completion of
the air-conditioned, streamlined ex-
press, ‘Spirit of Progress,” must
admit the high degree of professional
skill and imaginative enterprise which
has been exhibited in the management
of Victoria's largest industry.

‘““Not only that, however,”” the
Minister continues, ‘‘the story is a
silent tribute to the mass performance
of the great army of railway workers
whose loyalty, energy and faith in the
system which they serve has made the
whole achievement possible.

“ Much has been written, and will
continue to be written, about the virtue
of team-work, but | think that this
little book is the most striking testimony
of the value of that indefatigable,
co-operative spirit which | have yet
perused.”’

New Apprentices Begin Duty

“GREAT OPPORTUNITY PRESENTED ”’

AST month the 152 apprentices, selected from 1.95%
I applicants, commenced their duties in the Depar

ment.

Victorian Railways.

systems.

He warmly welcomed the lads and
congratulated them on successfully
surmounting the first obstacle—that
of selection for appointment.

‘“ The main thing now,” said Mr.
Harris, ‘‘is to get on with the job.
And the only way to get on is by hard
work combined with loyalty.”

He stressed the need for certain
saltent qualities for success—health,
ambition, honesty, education, and a
sense of humour, and appealed to the
lads to carry the principles of sports-
manship into their work.

1 would ask you all not to feel
lost and not to get the impression
that nobody is interested in you,”
said Mr. Harris. “ We are tre-
mendously interested in vou, so much
so that we have a Supervisor of
Apprentices to look after your special
needs and to give you helpful advice
on all matters.”

Mr. D. Cameron, Chairman of the
Staff Board and President of the V.R.
Institute, also welcomed the lads and
explained to them the various activities
of the Institute.

Of the applicants 1,088 were from
the Metropolitan area and 868 from
the country. To interview country
youths, the Board of Selectors (Messrs.

“You have a great opportunity presented
to you,”’ said Mr. Commissioner N. C. Harris at the V.&
Institute, Melbourne, when welcoming the lads.
is probably no better apprenticeship than that in i
Railway apprentices have beco=
not only leading officers in their own department, b
have also been appointed to high positions in other railw s
They rank highly, too, in the estimation o
outside engineering employers.”

« Th\ ™™

A.J. Letham, Member of Sta:
Chairman ; K. F. Wood, A
Manager, Spotswood Worksho:
W. O. Galletly, Engineer.
Stock Branch) wvisited Arar
larat, Bendigo, Geelong, Mary
Mildura, Seymour, Traralc
Wangaratta.

An analysis of the ap;
shows that 922 were rece:
53 positions as Apprentice
and Turner, 449 for 9 A;
Electrical Fitters, and 107
Apprentice Carpenters and
Other trades for which ap:
were appointed were those
ture Winder, Blacksmith, Boi!
Coppersmith, Moulder, Car
Patternmaker, Springmaker,
terer, Welder, and Wood 1\l

Educational qualifications
ted by candidates covered ~
nical School Intermediate Cer
54 University Intermediate
Univerisity Leaving Certificate
applications closed, other
have received similar certificz

After selection, candidar
did not have these certifica:
called upon to undergo an ed.
examination to determine the
for the positions.

INTRODUCING—

PPRENTICE Fitter and Turner

Frank E. Parker of Newport Work-
shops, who has achieved further
scholastic distinc-
tion. Inthe examina-
tions for the First
Year Intermediate
Course at Newport
Technical College
Frank made a record
for the College—
gaining 94 per cent.
in four subjects ! At

the South Mel-
bourne Technical
School Frank se-
cured his  Junior
Technical Certificate
following up with
evening classes at

the same school. He
started in the Department on January
28, 1937, as an Apprentice Fitter and
Turner in the New Erecting Shop. In
addition to his work at Newport College,
Frank took five evening subiects at South
Melbourne Tech. and made the top of
his class. Keen on drawing, his am-
bition is to become a draftsman. a posi-
tion for which he is rapidly equipping
himself.

Service

Extract from private letter
visitor from Sydney.
“ ATS off to the Vic
Railways for the ‘ Spir
Progress’ train. It was luxes
‘“ At Albury we see a visioz »
ing, and think it's only for
class passengers; but NO-— =

shown into beautifully pac
second class carriages w
separate light behind each

almost noiseless and no sw= ..
great wide windows, a chars
Stewardess eager to help, ws
clean and smart with trays
toast and tca—real tea-
dining saloon and inexpensit«

‘“It was a real joy. At B
they said there was only a s
wait, so I flew along hoping *
my seat and out again for a cus
tea, but I just sat in comfort an:
waited on for only one sk
At 8.30 and also at 10.30 the =
ing tea was served in Sa
Again one shilling and anis
you liked with it, besides
brought to carriages ans
likewise papers, etc., and so
Spencer Street. It was a woa
ful ride.”

Y
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Public Service

FFICER-IN-CHARGE W. J. Jordan
of the Spencer Street Tourist
Bureau figures well in public life.

Appointed a Justice of the Peace in 1929,
he is now in his second consecutive
term of office as a member of the State
Council of the Honorary lustices’
Association of Victoria. He is also a
member of the Journal and Library
Committee of the same body. Keenly
interested in public affairs and in the
welfare of the younger generation, Mr.
Jordan was a foundation member of the
Caulfield Vocational Guidance Centre
and is now also a member of the Boys’
Employment Movement. Having suc-
cessfully completed the course of Modern
Business conducted by the Alexander
Hamilton Institute, he was awarded the
Diploma of Proficiency in 1934. Three
years active service with the Australian
Light Horse, including special service
during the Egyptian rebellion, broke
in on his service with the Transpor-
tation Branch. Since 919, with the
exception of a short return to the
Transportation Branch, he has been
planning itineraries and making ar-
rangements for countless holidaymakers.

—A.C.L.

* k%

New Secretary to Chairman
]UST before Christmas, Mr. J. A.

Pretty relinquished his position as

Personal Secretary to the Chair-
man of Commissioners to become
senior relieving officer in the Secre-
tary’s Branch.

Mr. Pretty has been succeeded in
the Chairman’s room by Mr. E. L. Cook
who joined the Service in the District
Superintendent’s Office (Ballarat) in
1920, and in 1925 was attached to the
personal staff of Mr. Commissioner
M. J. Canny, who was then General
Superintendent of Transportation.

Temporarily transferred to the Pub-
lic Service, Mr. Cook has held the
positions of Secretary to the Chairman
of the Development and Migration
Commission (Sir Herbert Gepp), and
Secretary to the Minister for Public
Works (the Honorable G. L. Goudie,
M.L.C.), and of the Motor Omnibus
Advisory Committee.

* *® *
Ambulance Corps at The Chalet

N his recent visit to Mt. Buffalo
National Park, Ambulance Of-

ficer Vic. Southwood formed

a new Ambulance Corps among
members of The Chalet staff.

The new corps, of which the

Superintendent is A. E. Berger (Me-
chanic) comprises J. M. Dixon
(Driver), V. Toohey (Carpenter),
A. R. C. Allen (Cook), W. H. Moir
(Head Porter), and C. D. Stewart
(Assistant Mechanic).

The corps will hold fortnightly

Assisting Aborigines

HE unique distinction of being the

only white person in the Aus-

tralian  Aboringines’ League be-
longs to Mr. A. P. A. Burdeu of the Train
Running Room. Because of his knowl!-
edge of their problems and his work on
on their behalf, the aborigines con-
ferred on him the signal honour of
electing him President of the League,
a post which he has now occupied for
three or four years. The aims of the
League are the removal of disabilities
and the advancement of the social and
economic life of the Australian native.
Its work has received the appreciation
of both the Prime Minister and the
Minister for the Interior. Not content
to leave the aborigines to look after
themseives, Mr. Burdeu recently formed
the Aborigines Uplift Society of which
he is the Secretary. Designed to
render social service to deserving cases,
the Society takes care of natives visiting
Melbourne, arranges for hospital ser-
vices for natives in stations and camps,
and cares for those living privately in
Victoria. An enormous amount of good
has been accomplished by Mr. Burdeu
who spends most of his leisure time in
the work. The remainder of his spare
time he devotes to his duties as Presi-
dent of the Federarion of Salaried Officers
of Railways Commissioners (Victorian
Division). —JLM.N.

practice nights which, with the Ambu-
lance Officer’s series of lectures, will
enable them to gain expert knowledge
of first-aid methods and appliances.

The need for competent Ambulance
workers scattered throughout the State
cannot be too greatly stressed, and it is
hoped that not only will the new corps
at Mt. Buffale flourish, but also that
others will be stimulated to follow their
example.

* % %

February Birthdays

CARPTR.& Joiner C. Christman of Spots-
wood Wkshops. and Eng.  Assistant
J. R. Howard of W. & W. Bch. on the third ;
Engine Clnr. J. Anderson of Wodonga on the
fourth ; Elect. Sub-foreman I.. McCarthy cf
Jolimont and Goods Checker S. F. McLaren
of Melb. Goods on the fifth; Cloak Recom
Ptr. A. C. Barber ¢f Spencer St. on the sixth ;
Works Sub-foreman A. E. Ford of Sale on the
seventh ; Patternmaker A. J. Upton of New-
port Wkshops., Beilermaker J. George of
Spotswood Wkshops., and Fitter’s Assistant
H. O. Cecper of Flinders St. on the eighth ;
Telephone and Telegraph Superviscr N. H.
McDonald of Head Office on the ninth;
Clerk L. D. Wells of Jolimont Garage on the
10th ; Storeman P. G. Waterman of O’head
Mtce. Store on the 11th; Eng. Assistant
P. S. Maslin of O’head Depot on the 12th;
Elect. Fitter T. V. Wain of South Yarra and
Signalman T. W. Treloar of Bendigo on the
14th; Car & Wagen Bldr., E. P. R. McKay
of Jolimont Wkshops. and Clerk V. R. Sund-
berg of South Melbourne cn the 15th:
Telephone Attendt. N. W. Armstrcng cof
Newport Wkshops. cn the 16th; Fireman
J. P. Ryan of Nth. Melb. Loco. and Station-
master A. S. Mawdsley eof Berwick on the
17th ; Shunter R, G. Lewis of Ballarat and
Labourer J. W. Fitzjohn of Jolimont Wkshops.

on the 18th; Goods Guard 'T. H. ¥
Melb. Yard and Clerk H. Moffatt of
Acctg. Office on the 19th; Genl. I:
Freight Agent J. McClelland, Ch:e
W. H. Swaney of W, & W. Bch. anc
Driver I. L. P. Johns of Bendigo on :
Labourer E. W. Cody cf Ballarat on *
Fitter A. D. Warren of Insp. of I-
and Ganger J. A. McConville of \!
on the 22nd ; Ganger C. H. Grant
huntly on the 23rd; Clerk J. W. .
Accty. Bch. on the 24th; Fitter &
C. J. Gant of Newport Wkshops. on*
Supt. of Train Services W. R. Price
Foreman J. P. O'Loughlin of Nor
on the 27th; Chief Electrical !
H. P. Colwell and Elect. Fitter J. L
of North Melb. on the 2&th.

Newport Workshops Bam
Notable Successes

N the Victorian State Ch=
ships held last Novemb«
Newport Workshops Bras-
secured the following honours
Ist place “ C” Grade \

Champtonship.

2nd place ““ B Grade V
Championship.

Ist place ““C” Grade
Step Contest.

3rd place B Grade

Step Contest.
Highest aggregate of the |
peting Bands, and £65 :

money.
In 1934, the Band won the
Grade Centenary Competit

Ballarat and came fourth in :
bourne Centenary *“ B’ Grade
pionships.

Comprising 38 members 1«
has for the past nine years bee
the capable leadership of Bar
Hugh Niven, who is also Bar
of the Brunswick City Band
Royal Australian Air Force !
Point Cook.

After a hard season’s
the Band is now competing in ~
for the ‘“B” and “C7
Championships in connection
150th Anniversary Celebrations
wishing them success.

MT. FEATHERTOP Gl 2
HOUSE OPEN ALL YEAR

HIT_H_ERTO staffed and opes

visitors from June to Septe=
only, ‘*“ The Bungalow,” Mt. Fea®nas
top, will now remain open throug
out the year.

Popular as a skiing res
Feathertop should become, ur
new scheme, just as popu
all-the-vear mountain holidays

*“ The Bungalow " lies at
tude of over 3,000 feet, and is
by a well-graded track of al
miles from Harrietville. DNt F-
top 1s the second highest mou
Victoria and 1s connected
Hotham by the sharp ridge k-
The Razorback.

Wholly set up and printed in Ac
the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens-street, North Melbourne,
Publishers —The Victorian Railwe:
missioners.,
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The Month’s Topic
ROAD COMPETITION

N illuminating feature of the effect
of road competition upon railways
revenue for 1936-37 was re-

vealed by the Chairman (Mr. Clapp)
last month in a review of the financial
situation.

Compared with [935-1936, goods
and live stock revenue increased by
£261,000. But an analysis of the
higher-class traffic, compared with the
year 1933-34, showed that whereas the
increase in tonnage carried was 20.73
per cent., the increase in revenue was
only 3.83 per cent.

That comparison discloses the
serious extent to which the average
revenue per ton of high-class goods
has been effected by the substantial
reduction in rates under freight
contracts. Obviously, if the busi-
ness could have been obtained at
standard rates, the revenue would
have been very substantially higher.

Retaining Business

But, in view of the lower charges
offered by road transport, the traffic
was not obtainable on the basis of
those rates, and the Commissioners,
in their energetic and untiring
contest with the competitors, have
taken the view that it is better
to hold the business by freight
reductions than to lose it altogether,
Unquestionably, a much more seri-
ous position would have developed
if this expedient had not been
adopted.

It is inevitable that anomolies in
rates and, indeed, serious disturbances

of the railway rating structure on
which the business and industry of
this country has been largely de-

veloped, must exist in such circum-
stances ; but the alternative is a huge
and unjustifiable sacrifice of revenue.

The solution lies in a wise rationalisa-
tion of the whole transport position.
By that means the railways—the com-
prehensive, indispensable public utility
—would be enabled to achieve a posi-
tion of sound, economic stability, from
which it could confidently proceed to
meet, with increasing efficiency and at
the same time lower costs per unit of
traffic, the ever-growing transport
demands of the community.

FASTER MILDURA AND GEELONG LINE TRAINS

ITH the introduction last

month of faster passenger

trains on the Mildura line,
the total reduction in travelling time
since the continuous train service im-
provement plan was commenced early
in 1934 is now—

2 hours 24 minutes from Mel-
bourne to Mildura ;

2 hours 5 minutes from Mildura
to Melbourne.

During the same period, the
service frequency has been increased
from four to six trains a week in each
direction. Earlier arrival and later
departure times have also been pro-
vided, each offering a greater con-
venience for passengers.

Besides these attractive schedules,
Mildura line passengers have had,
for some time past, the benefit of air-
conditioned travel. The air-condi-
tioned service was augmented on Jan-
uary 31 when first and second class
air-conditioned sitting carriages and a
first class air-conditioned sleeping car
became available on all trains in each
direction between Melbourne and
Mildura.

N the Geelong line new schedules

provide for three trains running at
average overall speeds of nearly 50 miles
an hour. (Only one other Victorian
train—** Spirit of Progress '—is faster.)

The trains concerned are the 8.22
am. ‘“ Flier ¥ (previously 8.20 a.m.)
and the 5.12 p.m. express (5.5 p.m.)
from Melbourne to Geelong ; and the
5.8 p.m. ‘“Flier” (5.6 p.m.) from
Geelong to Melbourne.

INTRODUCING—

EORGE Podesta, of the Melbourne
Goods Sheds, who each week
effortlessly performs the Her-

culean task of lifting an average of 700
tons. Admittedly, as driver of one of the
“‘Goliath”’ electric cranes at the Sheds,
George merely operates the levers.
But, after talking
with him, one quick-
ly discovers that it is
a job involving
much more than that.
Itis aresponsible one,
demanding delicacy
of touch and un-
erring judgment on
all occasions.  Each
p day, he operates the
15-ton crane, lifting,
carrying and deposit-
ing all manner of heavy consignments
with paternal-like care. Experience as
a goods stower, combined with 14 years
as a crane driver, have given George that
keen sense of balance and skill in
handling sensitive, costly machines
which continue to win the complete
confidence of his supervising officers.
Maybe, it is only a coincidence that he is
much sought after at picnic tug-of-war
contests . . . He weighs over |4 stone.

The two trains from Mel
complete the 45-mile express =
55 minutes at average overall
of 491 miles per hour, and the =
from Geelong in 57 minutes :
miles per hour.

Rail passengers on the Geel
are appreciating the additiors
vantage exhibited in the ir
comfort of travelling over the
railway track in Australia.

Quicker Travel From Mil
To Gippsland

FEATURE of the new
A celerated schedule for
train from Mildura te
bourne is the facility pre
for passengers from the M«
Western part of the Staw
travel through to Gippsland
only a brief interval in Melbeu
Reaching Spencer Street
a.m. daily, such passengers n
time to transfer to Flinders

CORONATION ROEBE
MAKE RAIL HISTO#

ICTORIAN  railway freg
history was made last maw
when the Coronation Fzu

of Their Majesties the King =
Queen were carried from Ser
ton to Melbourne, thence
Albury. Valued at £50,000
Robes represented one of the =
costly single consignments =
carried by the Department i= «
vehicle.

Packed in four cases—one ~=
uring 18 ft. 5 in. x 5 fe. 1l in
ft. 9 in. and weighing 2 tons 3 cwe
—the consignment weighed 4 ==
8 cwt. A special vehicle was
tached to ““The Overland = =
press to Melbourne and then :=
5 p.m. Albury express en rou=
Sydney.

and connect with the mornin:

to Wonthaggi, Yarram and Ba:-

reaching there respectively a-

am.; 1.10 p.m.; and at 2.25 ¢
Under the previous tire

providing for the Mildura lir-

reaching Spencer Street at =7

(8.55 a.m. on Mondays), the -

fo.r passengers travelling thre

Gippsland was briefly as follc

To Wonthaggi : Wait in Melbcu-
6 p.m. (6.20 p.m. on Saturdays
Wonthaggi at 9.10 p.m.—24} hoo
leaving Mildura: now 9 hours 52
carlier.

To Yarram: Wait in Melbourns
p.m. and travel to Leongatha, 15
co-ordinated road motor service
Yarram at 11.20 p.m.—26 hours 37 =
after leaving Mildura: now 10 =
minutes earlier.

To Bairnsdale : Wait in Meltou—
6.15 p.m.; arrive Bairnsdale at 11.4:
27 hours after leaving Mildurz
hours 20 minutes earlier.
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Personal Postscript

o

He Knew His Rates

last month was a big loss

to the Department. Like
many others I was in a position to
know and appreciate him as an
authority on goods rating.” That
tribute from a prominent official
epitomises the general view re-
garding Mr. James M_cCoppm
(Officer-in-Charge, Revision Bu-
reau, Powers Machine Division)
who has severed a railway career
of nearly 50 years. Twenty years
at the Mclbourne Goods Sheds
had gained for him an enviable
reputation as a goods rates cal-
culator and checker. In 1928,
he was specially chosen for the
responsible position—involving

“MR. McCoppin’s retirement

the supervision of analyses and
adjustments of goods train way-
bills—which he has just vacated.
Always courteous and eager to
pass on to others the benefit of
his deep knowledge of rates in-
tricacies, Mr. McCoppin won the
gratitude of many railwaymen
now scattered in all parts of the
system. Preceding a Branch fare-
well presentation, his immediate
associates entertained him at a din-
ner in the city, followed by a
party at a suburban home. In-
cidentally, Mr. McCoppin’s goods
rates book was a model of accuracy
—every ‘“ G.R.” amendment was
precisely pasted in. It was an
example to all railwaymen en-
gaged on that work. —I.V.T.

From The Ranks

ROM lad labourer at Newport

Workshops in 1898 to Manager of

the North Melbourne Workshops
in 1938 . . . In between those entries
on Mr. W. J. Grimshaw’s history sheet
are numerous records of promotions
and moves from depots to workshops
to head office which give a striking
picture of the wide, practical experience
he brings to his new position. He was
senior leading hand at Bendigo when
the workshops were opened : later
he was Acting Manager. Foreman at
the Ballarat workshops, he was subse-
quently Acting Manager there. While
Workshops Foreman at Newport in
1925, Mr. Grimshaw’s ability so im-
pressed the Commissioners that he
was selected to visit the United States
of America on behalf of the Depart-
ment. He was away for many months,
gathering much knowledge that was
invaluable to the Rolling Stock Branch.
Later he was attached for 12 months
to the staff of the Superintendent of
Locomotive Running. Mr. Grimshaw’s
boyhood ambition to be a railwayman—
especially at the Newport Workshops—
was stimulated by the fact that his father
was a Foreman Boilermaker there
many years ago. —J.C.

March Birthdays

DRIVER J. P. Hannon, of Warracknabeal,
on the first; Clerk W. R. Morley, of
Flinders Street, on the second; Com-
missioner M. J. Canny, Special Staff Officer
T. F. Brennan, Architect S. Steel, and
Fitters’ Asst. G. A. Doyle, of Nth. Melbourne
‘Workshops, on the third ; Elec. Fitter C. F.
Krahnert, of Flinders Street, on the fourth ;
Slater J. McCarthy, of Newport Workshops,
on the fifth; Carpenter J. H. Falkingham,
of Nth. Melbourne, on the sixth; Auditor
of Expenditure N. J. Lester, Driver J. A.
Carmichael, of Bairnsdale, and Blacksmith
C. Howell, of Geelong, on the seventh;
Fitter W. G. Quick, of Ballarat Workshops,
Shunter A. A. Rogash, of Benalla, and
Carpenter C. Walmsley, of Flinders Street,
on the eighth; Clerk W. H. Conroy, of
G.P. & F.A.’s Office, Works Ganger A. E.

Murphy, and Optg. Porter H. ]. Brown,
of Woestgarth, on the 10th; Clerk C.
McGregor, of W. & W. DBch.,, Labcurer
A. H. Eddy, of Nth. Melbourne Workshops,
and Skld. Labourer C. Hillvard, of
Seymour, on the 11th ; Repairer J. O’Brien,
cf Carnegie, and Labourer J. M, Herrin, of
Glenbervie, on the 12th: Train Examiner
J. P. Quinlan, of Nth. Melbourne Wecrkshops,
on the 13th; Clerk A. W. O’Meara, of W,
& W. Staff Office, on the 14th ; Car Cleaner
E. T. Proctor, of Jolimont Worksheps, and
Ganger C. B. Weeks, of St. James, on the
15th; Architect L. E. May, on the 16th;
Skld. Labourer J. H. Hall, of Nth. Me¢lbcurne,
on the 17th; Shunter L. Hendrikson, of
Ballarat, on the 18th: Stn. Master M. W.
Robinson, of Prestcn,] on the 20th; Elec.
Train Driver L. R. Hall, of Jolimont, and
Ganger E. Wright, of Craigieburn, on the
21st; Uphclsterer D. M. McDonald, of
Newport Workshops, on the 22nd ; W. &
W. Staff Clerk J. A. Norris, and Repairer
S. C. Young, of Somerton, on the 23rd ;
Clerk R. T. Hill, ¢f Room 9, ¢n the 24th;
R.S. Bch. Chief Clerk H. L. Dickinson,
Road Foreman E. R. Stott, ¢f Dimbocla,
and R.A.S.M. H. Jones, on the 26th;
Driller C. Kingsbury, of Newport Work-
shops, on the 27th ; Supt. of Loco. Supplies
E. Dillon, on the 28th: Clerk W. A.
Neilson, of Spencer Street, on the 20th;
and Clerk J. J. Brophy, of Melb. Yards, on
the 30th. ~D.G.M.

Still Carrying On

HOSE who knew him well

will not be surprised to hear

that the assemblage of rail-
waymen at Mr. M. J. Nolan’s
recent farewell was easily a record
for the North Melbourne Loco-
motive Depot. Included in the
crowd were nearly 50 clerical men
from head office and elsewhere
who attended to pay a tribute to the
man who had given them as
junior clerks invaluable ‘‘ running
shed ”’ experience. For 38 of his
49 years’ service in the Rolling
Stock Branch, Mr. Nolan was
located at the Depot, and as
a parting testimony of their ap-
preciation, his former colleagues
presented him with a fountain pen
and a pencil-——and a wallet
crammed with notes. He has
been elected to the Secretaryship

<

of the Victorian Railways Aa
Benefit Society, obtaining a=
solute majority over the

registered for the 13 other ca
dates. For 35 years he has
an active and enthusiastic m
of the Society, serving 20 yea
the committee of manage=
and 10 years on the execw
sub-committee. -

DINING CAR DEPOT
IMPORTANT WORK

OMPRISING a baker:
q butchery and a laundr:

Dining Car Depot at N«
Melbourne is the hub of the S
wide refreshment rooms, ¢ =
car and buffet car services
Department.

Sixteen years ago, the bak
raisin bread in Victoria was con:
at the Depot. That innovati
one of the biggest factors in st
ing a demand for dried vine pr
During 1936-37, nearly 120,001
of raisin bread were made
Depot.

Fruit cake, meat and rais
and scones are baked at the
and are distributed to refre
rooms throughout the State
the vear 1936-37, more than
dozen meat pies were made.

There are two dining cars at ;
in regular service—one on -
Progress” and the other on
Overland.”  During 1936-37 the
served on these two cars totalled
than 93,000, Competent chefs
Depot cook all the poultry,
vegetables and sweets whic
heated and served appetisingly
dining cars. Since Septemkter
buffet service has teen provided
Albury express.

Butchery and Laundry

From the butchery, huge annual ¢«
tities of meat are supplied to all ref-
ment rooms and dining cars, nearis
tons of meat being distributed duo
1936-37.

Consisting of the most 1
machinery, the laundry deals
huge volume of Departmental
ment. Day after day, large bac
taining sheets, pillow slips, table
serviettes, towels, etc., arrive
laundry—and emerge spotless.
ing a recent four weeks’ period
than 12,000 dozen items were

with at the laundry.

One of the most important funce.
of the Depot concerns the equipm
of all sleeping cars. The closest a=
tion is paid to hygienic cleansing. As
every jourmey by a sleeping car
mattresses, rugs and pillows are
moved from the vehicles and subie
to exhaustive hygienic treatment.
the same time, the other beddi=mg
thoroughly washed.

Wholly set up and printed in Austs
the Victorian Railways Printing -
Laurens-street, North Melbourne, fo
Publishers —The Victorian Railways
missioners.
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2 THE VICTORIAN RAILWAYS NEWS LETTER

April, :

The Month’s Topics

LEARNING WHAT THE
OTHER FELLOW DOES

HEN asked if a certain operating

method he was following was

in use on a nearby line in an
adjoining district, a railwayman made
this surprising reply : *‘l couldn’t say.
As a matter of fact | never worry about
what is happening outside my own
particular job.”

To become efficient in one’s own
immediate work is, of course, a basic
requirement. But to ignore the. numer-
ous interesting aspects of the 600 other
grades of occupations in the service is
to pursue a negative course.

Each railwayman possesses the. op-
portunity of at least learning about
some of these interesting occupations.
In doing so, he is broadening his general
railway knowledge and, what is of ob-
vious importance, he is able to discuss
intelligently the various aspects of
railway working, and thus fit himself
to remove any .misconceptions which
may exist in the minds of our patrons.

““The cleverest man can still learn
more ’’ is an impressive axiom, par-
ticularly in its application to the world
just beyond our own immediate door
step.

BECOME A
PUBLIC SPEAKER'!

H OSE railwaymen who are [con-

nected with the V.R.l. Public

Speaking and Debating Club
are acquiring experience of great
potentiai value.

To rise before an audience—no
matter how small—and to speak
coherently and fluently demands
training. Most of us can recall
embarrassing moments when called
on to speak at even minor social

gatherings,

Association with a Club of this
kind necessarily involves research
into a great variety of matters.
It trains the mind to select the
essential points of each subject.
Not the least attractive feature of
the Club’s activities is the scope
offered to become proficient in
impromptu speaking.

In the Institute’s Public Speaking
and Debating Club, railwaymen
have a virile and imaginative body
which has already proved of value
to members, particularly those
who had no previous experience of
addressing an audience.

Lord Huntingfield and Railwaym
‘Talk of Trout

FTER His Excellency the Governor (Lord Huntingfield) has
A opened the Ballarat Centenary Celebrations last month he
took the opportunity of learning something more about the
breeding and habits of trout. An ardent angler, His Excellency hac
read in a leading English fishing journal a comprehensive scientific

article on the fish written by a Ballarat resident.

And so Lord Huntingfield ‘‘ spent
a most interesting hour or so”’ with
the writer of that article—a Victorian
Railwayman, Mr. David S. Quayle,
of the Ballarat Goods Sheds clerical
staff.

Since 1932, Mr. Quayle has been
the Honorary Secretary and Research

SERVICE

o NOW that the rebuilding of the Bal-

larat- East Goods Sheds has been
practically completed, I feel that I would
like to express to you the appreciation of
the firms we represent (as well as our
own) for the splendid manner in which
that work has been carried out.

“1 realise the help you gave us all,
and I assure you that your efforts are a
practical demonstration of your motto
‘ Help Us To Help You.

““ I also wish to bring under your notice
the help and consideration these clients
received from the whole of the staff of
the Ballarat West Goods Sheds during
the rebuilding operations. We can
surely say that they met every request
with a feeling of hearty co-operation,
thus making the inconvenience very
much easier.”

—Darling-Smith Pty. Ltd., of Bal-
larat, writing to Mr. Commissioner
Canny.

EE S

With the exception of the walls,
the Ballarat East Goods Sheds building,

measuring 124 feet long and 76 feet
wide, was destroyed by fire.

Ordinarily, reconstruction would
have occupied at least three months.
Due, however, to careful planning,
staff co-ordination, and a brisk delivery
of materjals, the work was commenced
early in December and the building
was ready for use by patrons during
the third week in January.

Officer of the Ballarat Fish Ac
tisation Society, which is the for-
body of its kind in Austral
company with Professor F.
Jones, he is also a Vice-Presic
The Victorian Fresh Water Re
Committee. :

Further, Mr. Quayle is an H. -
Member of the principal Anglin:
of Victoria and New South °
and is the only recognised Au:
authority on the Scale of
receiving enquiries on the subje
many parts of the world.

Following the success of his sc
investigations and experiments o=
Disappearance of Rainbow Tres
Land-locked Waters, Lakes and ¥
voirs throughout the World,” he ¢
a world-wide reputation as one
leading authorities on Fisheric
search.

Longer Life for Trout

His thesis provided the pr
reasons for the species dying
vears., The value of Mr. (
discovery lies in the fact tha:
more suitable species of trou:
will live for at least 10 or 1:
is used to replace the rainbc
As a result, it is impossible to «
the expenditure saved in res
and providing good fishing -
locked waters.

Mr. Quayle possesses &
experimental hatchery ; also -
tory fully equipped for the
treatment of water, fish, fish
scale reading, micro-photogra;

He is a Fellow of the Brius
tute of Secretaries.

INTRODUCING —

R. Arthur Gange, of the Victorian
Government Tourist Bureau, who
is anxiously—and  smilingly—

awaiting the snow sports season at Mt,
Buffalo National Park. As a saxophonist
and trumpet and clar-
ionet player — also
the conductor of The
Chalet orchestra of
six railwaymen—he

provides music for
guests in the even-
ings. By day, Mr.
Gange is the very
efficient  skiing in-
structor spreading a
practical knowledge

of the famed Arlberg

skiing technique. Although he =z
a skier for only two seasons, he
first assistant to the Continent:
jnstructor at The Chalet. At C-
and Easter he is the one whe
sponsible for the round of

and social entertainment whic
feature at The Chalet. In ==
visits there, he is busy cor
tourist parties to other leadirg
resorts in Victoria—and beyor:
month he piloted for the th-
a week-end Holiday Trair

Knowing Victoria from end

Mr. Gange is thus making an irs
contribution to the all-embracing =
which the Victorian Governmen:
Bureau offers all holidaymakers
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Variety is Keynote of V.R.I. Debating Club

AINTAINING its policy of

providing variety of op-

portunity for members to
obtain valued experience, the Vic-
torian Railways Institute’s Public
Speaking and Debating Club last
month conducted a novel com-
petition to discover the ‘‘ per-
fect ” broadcasting voice.

With the co-operation of the V.R.I.
Wireless Club (VK 3RI), a micro-
phone was installed, and in an adjoin-
ing room members heard the voices
transmitted through a conventional
radio set.

Each member had to assume the
role of a radio announcer: give the
station call and the time; read the
news of the day and a humorous
story, and finally ‘“ hand over” the
microphone in the traditional style.

In the final series, the ‘‘ broadcast”
consisted of an extract from a book
written by an overseas authority on
public speaking.

At the Club’s next meeting, a
debate was held, followed later in the
month by a five-minute speech from
each member on ** What [ would do
if left £50,000.”

The Club’s syllabus for the re-
mainder of the year covers a com-
prehensive field, including a dramatic
playlet and a ‘' murder trial,” in
which all the members will take part.

Few similar Clubs in Melbourne
are achieving their principal objective—
the gathering of experience to speak
fluently and confidently before an
audience—in such an interesting way
as this progressive Club of the Vic-
torian Railways Institute.

Stage, Radio, Voice Production...

ALKIE fans *’ who were thrilled

by Charles Laughton when he

appeared in the leading role in
*“The Barretts of Wimpole Streer’’
will have the opportunity of seeing a
railwayman playing the same part
on April 5 at the King’s Theatre. He
is Mr. Harold Millane, of the Photography
Division. Appearing under the direc-
tion of the National Theatre Movement,
he will undertake his most important

role in 12 years of versatile stage
experience. Drama, musical comedy,
revue . . . he hasappeared in numerous

productions with amateur companies
all over Victoria, including Melbourne’s
leading theatres. Successes in theatrical
companies at Ballarat, Bendigo and
other provincial musical and dramatic

competitions were followed by an
outstanding performance in the ** Fresh
Fields ' company which won the blue
riband at the National Dramatic Fes-
tival. In between times, Mr. Millane
has had extensive radio experience.
Manifesting a deep interest in voice
production, he is now the possessor
of a voice which would grace any micro-
phone. From hundreds of entrants,
he has on three occasions appeared in
the final series of radio announcers’
competitions at the Melbourne Radio
Show. He is now a prominent member
of the V.R.. Public Speaking and
Debating Club where his wide experi-
ence and hints are proving of potent
value to his fellow-members.

—IJ.V.

Round The World
CARRYING with him the best

wishes of his many friends—

and armed with an impres-
sive array of potentially-valuable
letters of introduction, Mr. William
S. Bengtsson, of the Staff Board,
left Melbourne last month on the
first stage of his 30,000-mile
world tour. Although intending
primarily to complete his Di-
ploma of Commerce at the London
University, he plans to inform
himself on the staff organisations
of the various English railways.
Before he left, Mr. Bengtsson
made a whirlwind tour of leading
suburban railway activities. He
has secured at least 12 months’
leave of absence, and if his present
plans mature, he will cross the
Atlantic to the United States of
America, returning to Australia
via New Zealand. —C.M.

April Birthdays

REPAIRER P. J. Bowyer, of Nth. Melb.,
Clerk W. V. Nolan, of Newport, and Sig-
nalman A. G. Mouldey, of Nth. Port, on
the first; Asst. Engineer G. N. Parker,
and Upholsterer G. D. Dickinson, of Newport

Wkshps., on the second ; Ganger M. A. Gibb,
of Nvora, and Flagman J. Maughan,
of Flinders St., on the fourth; Ganger
A. McCallum, of Nth. Geelong, and Elec.
Mechanic V. H. Malone, c¢f Ballarat, on
the fifth; Asst. Sig. Adjuster H. Newton,
of Ballarat, on the sixth; Skld. Labr. J. H.
Morton, of Dandenong, on the seventh;
Die Sinker R. J. Waters, ot Newport, on the
eighth ; Rel\g Clerk 2. Murphy, of
Metro. Supt.’s Staff, on the ninth; Com-
missicner N. C. Harnx and Repr H. J.
Glenister, of Sth. Kensmglon on the 10th;
Clerk E. P. Linden, of Secretary’s DBch.,
and Clerk R. L. Nicoll, of Room 2, on the
11th; Carpenter C. ‘. McAuliffe, of
Spotswood, on the 12th ; Clerk F. D. Beech-
ning, of Secretary’s Bch., Fitters’ Asst.
T. W. Payton, of Nth. Melb. Loco., and
Shunter W. L. Louden, of Seymour, on the
18th; C. & W. Blder. C. A. Youdan, of
Nth. Melb. -Wkshps., and - Ganger J. C
Stewart, of Violet Town, on the 14th; Elec.
Trn. Dver. J. Wyllie, of Jolimont, on the
15th ; Acctg. Officer P. Gleeson, on the 16th ;
Ganger H. F. Sumison, of Tallangatta, and
Goods Gd. E. W. Pratt, of Melb. Yd,
on the 17th; Wks. Ganger A. F. Strauss,
of Bendigo, on the 18th ; Clerk H. D. Agg,
of Stores Bch., and Fitters’ Asst. A. P.
Larson, of Newport, on the 20th; Ganger
J. M. Bowden, of Springhurst, on the 21st ;
Labr. W. A. Lamble, of Newport, and S.M.
J. Quirk, of Cobram, on the 22nd ; Fireman
T. F. Lambert, of Nth. Melb. Loco., and
Asst. S.M. N. H. Morris, of Box Hill, on
the 24th; Gatekeeper A. J. Blume, of
Glenhuntly, on the 27th; Elec. ‘Trn. Dver.
T. P. Passmore, of Carrum, on the 20th;
and Dogger-up J. L. Davey, of Newport,
on the 30th. —D.G. M.

journeyed across

ADVERTISING DIVISI
IMPORTANT WORKE

S part of the general impros
plan at the Spencer Stree:
the Advertising Division

moved to the building facing °
Street opposite the General Pos

While the exterior of the
is little changed, the interior
remodelled and transformed
modern, well-lighted series of
all designed to facilitate the
control of this important phass
Department’s work.

Formed in 1923, the Ac
Division took over from pri
tractors the rights of adver
railway premises, and since -
the Division has earned a
siderable revenue.

A long-range policy of stancs
platform hoardings has subsia
raised the quality of outdoor
tising. As a result the Depa
possesses the largest bill-postizg
lishment in the Commonweal:®
regarded as leading in the m
display and orderly appearanc
hoardings.

In addition to prepar
displaying posters for ac
the Advertising Division’s
prepares the designs and
for the printing of posters -
kind of outdoor advertising -

+4

FIRST RESO Tt
OUTSIDE AUSTR.

LEAVING on what is
expected to be the for:
many reciprocal tours.
bers of the Reso party |
the Tasmu
New Zealand. The first K
to be conducted outside the
wealth, it was organised by
mitsstoners and the New Zealar:
ment Tourist Departnent.
More than 20 cities ar
will be visited, covering the
primary and secondary indu
well as outstanding scenic
The party will reach Melt
return on April Y.

Each member of the part:
appointed ambassador for
While learning at first han
attractions of New Zealand, t
ians will also be stressing
vantages to be gained by z
New Zealanders visiting Aus
a similar tour.

In expectation of such a tour ¢
ing, an itinerary has been 7
for a Reso Tour from New Ze¢
Victoria in 1939, Sightseeizg
will also be made in New Sout:
and South Australia.

Details of this tour are be
tributed in New Zealand by
of the Victorian Reso party.

Wholly set up and printed in A
the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens-street, North Melbourne
Publishers—The Victorian Railws
missioners.,
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The Month’s Topic

IMPORTANCE
OF TRAVEL BUSINESS

AST month’s memorable visit to
Melbourne of two round-the-world
cruise ships was an impressive re-

minder to the Victorian public of the
great potentialities of the overseas
tourist traffic in relation to Australia as
a whole.

Although the visitors were only here
for a brief period, it is significant to
notice that Australia was considered
worthy of inclusion in a program that
embraced some of the most interesting
countries in the world.

400 Visitors

Nearly 400 .influential people dis-
covered that Australia was a land vastly
different from what they had imagined
. .. that it possesses beauties and
qualities making it rank high with the
other countries visited on the cruise.

These tourists hailed from many
different parts of the Northern Hemi-
sphere—a part of the world in which
Australia is actively striving with ever-
growing success to foster tourist traffic.
It is beyond question that these visitors
will speak very favourably of Australia
among their travel-minded friends.

Each year the value of the tourist
industry becomes of greater importance.
Last year England had more than 5
million tourists ; Canada and France
I5 million ; and the United States of
America 12 million.

Australia’s Attractions

Australia was visited by 25,000
overseas tourists. Australia’s quota
was, of course, relatively small ; never-

| theless it represented an increase of

13, per cent. over the total of the
previous 12 months.

Australia possesses everything— cli-
mate, scenic beauty, unusual fauna and
flora, arresting national undertakings,
great primary and secondary industries—
to attract the tourist. Visits by ships
of the importance of the ‘‘ Empress of
Britain ' and the ‘‘Reliance’ must
inevitably prove invaluable in enabling
Australia to take its rightful place in the
world’s travel sphere.

Combating Mallee Sand Drift With Wind-Chute

Fencing

factory results obtained from

the experimental wind chute
fences erected to minimise the
effects of sand drift on three Mallee
railway lines, the Department is
planning to extend its operations
in that sphere.

To prevent the sand carried by
strong westerly winds from banking
up on the rails, open bottom wind
chute fences have been erected on the
Sea Lake-Kulwin line (1,660 feet of
fencing), the Ultima—Robinvale line
(1,618 feet); and the Nyahwest—
Yungera line (1,308 feet).

Sections of the fencing range from
90 feet to 580 feet in length.

Old sleepers and serviceable timber
or corrugated iron are used in the con-
struction of the fences. It 1s es-
timated that these fences, which cost
only £4/10/~ per chain have saved
the Department about 30 per cent.
of the total time previously occupied
by the track forces in removing sand
from the rails.

Delays to passenger and goods
trains have been greatly minimised.

Each section of fencing, which
averages 9 feet high and is placed 8
feet from the track centre, slopes

ENCOURAGED by the satis-

Service

“ I WOULD be lacking in gratitude if
I did not congratulate you on the
capable way in which you and the mem-
bers of your staff have handled the
tour program of the ‘Empress of
Britain.’
‘“It was most gratifying to hear from
both passengers and the cruise directors
the most favourable comments.

“I know just how you have been

taxed and the efforts you have expended
to ensure its success, and I would like
you to know how enthusiastic everyone
has been in praising the excellent ar-
rangements.”’
—Mr. H. F. Boyer, Chief Melbourne
Representative of the Canadian Pacific
Railway Company, writing to the Manager,
Victorian Government Tourist Bureau.

away from the line on the we
side. The slopes of cuttings
leeward side have
thus providing an uninterrupte:
sage for the sand.

A space of from 3 to 3% feet is lefr =
bottom of the fence.
strike the upper porfion of the =
and are deflected downwards
sand is gathered in the currents
travelling at an accelerated
through the opening in the fence =
carried right across the rails wel
of the track.

Each year the incidence
sand varies according to the :
operations on land adjacent
lines. It thus becomes necess
transfer the fencing to differes-
tions. Improvements in the
struction of the fencing enabl
be dismantled, transferred =-
erected without disturbing the
ture.

“DAYLIGHT’”’ SPECIAL TR&A
TO SYDNEY POPULAR
AN innovation that met with as
mediate success was the rucos
a ‘‘ daylight’’ special train fro=
bourne to Sydney for the conven.
of early Easter holidanymakers.

Timed to leave Spencer =¢
6.45 am. on April 9, and a-
Sydney at 1040 p.m. the sa:
the special train carried 367 pa
each booking a reserved seat
through journey.

Specially reduced return
first class, £5; second class, -
—were available. The tickets
the privilege of travel by ' =
Progress ’ on the return
between Albury and Melbourr

Also on April 9, a seconc
train, for which the same barc:
were available, left Melbour
Sydney at 3.30 p.m. and ar =
Sydney at 9.10 a.m. the ne
It carried 40] passengers.
tickets were available on the
journey by ‘‘ Spirit of Progre:

INTRODUCING—

R. DAVID R. DAVIES, of the Spots-
wood General Storehouse cleri-
cal staff, who is one of Aus-

tralia’s best known—and highly skilled
—rifle

shots. Besides achieving the
ambition of all rifle-
men by represent-
ing  Australia at
Bisley (England)
where he won the
‘“ All-Comers’  Ag-
gregate '’ and was
scorer of all

Birmingham,
Davies, has an im-
posing record in Aus-
tralia.. He won the
King’s Prize  at

Adelaide in 1931 ; the follow -
he was beaten by only one
Being placed amongst the firs
King's Prizes in four Australiz-
he is now the possessor of 22
Badges. Perhaps his best perfc-=
was in the King’s Prize at Williz=

in 1910. An amazing exhiz
consistent shooting took hi=
64th to 4th place. While ¢~ &
service between [915-18, it w=

natural that his prowess as a -
should become known to the :
ties—and soon he was Lew

Officer of the 39th Battalion. A

after 38 years rifle shooting, ==
keen as ever on the sport, Mr
confesses that golf is proving
alluring . . . !

The air curs

been flar=

-
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On The Board—On Board

‘ UICKLY responding to a fast-
Q minute invitation from the officers

and crew of the round-the-world
cruise ship ¢ Reliance ”’, members of the
Victorian Railways Institute’s Chess
Club had an evening’s chess on the
luxury liner during its brief stay in
Melbourne last month.  Although op-
posed to very skilled players, the V.R.[.
team won 10 of the 17 games played.
““We had a grand time on board,”
said Mr. W. J. Lambert, President of
the Club. ‘‘Chess was followed by
almost lavish hospitality and a most
interesting survey of the ‘Reliance’.”
Formed five years ago. largely through
the enthusiasm of Mr. Lambert, who
is a Running Shop Foreman at the
Jolimont Workshops, the Club has
already become a leading team in the

Metropolitan Chess League of Mel-

bourne. Last year, the V.R.I. mem-
bers were runners-up ; they were
defeated by only one point. The
previous year they were third.  Each

year since it became affiliated with the
League the Club has figured in the
final games. Mr. Lambert, who was
for eight years Secretary of the V.R.L
Draughts Club—since  disbanded—is
taking a foremost part in stimulating
State-wide interest in chess. For the
fast three years, he has organised the
Town v. Country Chess Matches.
About [00 players are taking part in
these annual events which are played
at the V.R.[, Flinders Street. He is
also organising a series of visits to
country centres by the V.R.. Chess
Club. —A.EH.

Getting Together

£“ GREAT day’s outing”’ was
A the unanimous view of the
large crowd which attended

the Ararat Railwaymen’s Picnic
at Mt. Mistake early last month,
A committee of enthusiasts or-
ganised the excursion in such a
way that everyone was catered
for in footrunming, cricket, com-
munity singing, etc. There were
50 prizes for various events and
items; and the children made
characteristic imroads into the
plentiful supplies of ice cream and
Iollies. Winners of the principal
events were : ‘“ Old buffers race,”
W. Powell ; Married Men’s race,
M. Welsh; Single Men’s race,
P. Brown ; Married Ladies’ race,
Mrs. Pickering ; Ladies’ open race,
Mrs. Brooks; Single Ladies’ open
race, Miss P. King. Mrs. Crack-
nell won the cushion cover, and
Mr. B. Blackburn the supper
cloth. Other groups of railway-
men in both city and country
centres should promote similar
outings. —V.R.G.

This

Australian Champion ?

IS performances and progress

demonstrating more than

average ability as a boxer,
Jack McNamee, of Seymour, has
resigned from the Department.
He will devote himself to a ring
career. He is the Victorian welter-
weight champion, and by his clear-
cut victory over Billy Pluto re-
cently he is now the legitimate
challenger for the Australian title
previously held by Jack Carroll.
Tall and with a long reach, he is
the possessor of a piston-like
left hand which has won him
many notable victories in the
ring. Ten years ago he entered
the service, and as a porter he

became well-known at many
country and suburban stations,
including Seymour, Swan Hill,

Wallan, Heidelberg and Williams-
town Beach. Jack’s many friends
throughout the Department will
watch with great interest his
endeavours to annex the Aus-

tralian welter-weight title.
—AP.

Month’s Birthdays

ARPENTER T. C. Roberts, of North

Melbourne, on the first; Clerk A. J.
Dawson, of Seymour and Turner N. Mec-
Lean, of Jolimont, on the third; Works
Sub-foreman R. J. Withey, of Sale on the
fifth; Clerk C. H. Campbell, of Melb.
Goods, Skid. Labr. T. J. Sutton, of Flin-
ders-st., and Stn. Master S. J. Riley, of
Lubeck, on the sixth ; Chairman of Com-
missicners Harold W. Clapp, and Train
Examiner F. Davenport, of Nth, Melb. on
the seventh ; Ldg. Hand Elec. Fitter C. H.
King, of Jolimont, on the 10th; Shunter
M. ]J. Maloney, of Melb. Yard, and Shunter
H. ‘A. Fraser, of Wodonga, c¢n the 11th;
Stn. Master R. V. Morton, of Cowangie, and
Sig. & Tel. Supervisor G W, Stevens, of
Ararat, on the 12th; Clerk T. F. N. Gray,
of Metro. Supt’s Office, on the 13th; Gate-
keeper W. Gidman, of Dennis, on the 14th ;
Optg. Porter F. E. Roache, of Kaniva, and
Signalman R. J. Gardiner, of Coburg, on

the 15th ; Repairer H. Street, of Gulpa, and
Traffic Inspr. R. E. Fricker, of Geelong,
on the 16th ; Fitter J. B. Connell, of New-
port Power House, on the 17th; Fitter H.
E. Davey, of Newport, on the 18th ; Signal-
man E. Iddles, of Flinders-st., on the 19th;
Repairer J. Kennedy, of Axedale, Ganger
S. C. Wisdom, of Leongatha, and Clerk
J. T. Connolly, of Flinders-st., on the
22nd ; Workshops Mgr.,, P. R. Leslie, of
Spotswood, on the 24th ; Labr. A. T. Bonner,
of Elec. Workshops, Spencer-st., on the
26th ; Commrs. Special Officer J. L. Time-
well, and Iron Moulder W. H. Gowers, of
Newport, on the 27th; Fitters’ Asst. J.

Fynmore, of Spotswood, on the 28th ; Over-
head Supt. G. S. Scott, and Train Con-
ductor J. J. Fitzsimmons, of Ballarat, on the
29th ; Asst. Engineer W. J. Uren, of W, &
W. Head Office, on the 30th; Rng. Gear
Repr. F. R. Grant, of Geelong, on the
31st. —K.R:

Railway Couple
Popular With

Local Residents

HEN the residents of A

and surrounding districts he

the impending tranmsfer tc
bourne of Mr. D. C. Pierce (Rep
and his wife (Caretaker at the
station), they lost no opporturn
demonstrating their great regr:
the departure of the popular
For mnearly six years, Mr. and
Pierce had been closely identifie:
local  affairs, and a wallet of
presented by  Councillor  Shas
behalf of residents at a public fus
was the climax to a memorable et e~
entertainment—and many speec
appreciation. Mr. Pierce, who
returned  soldier having  enlis::
Western Australia, has had 1t
service in the Department. 7
at Arden Street, he was later
ferred to Ninda where he was
for 10 years prior to transfer to 1!
While at Ninda, Mprs. Pierce :
Caretaker in charge of the
station. -

RAILWAY TENNIS CL

HELD BY N.S.W.

AILWAYMEN  from New

Wales, Queensland, Sout®

tralia and Victoria gather=:
Melbourne recently for the =
contests for the ‘*Blanch 7=
Cup.” Holders of the Cup, the
South Woales team again scom=
victory. Although defeated by
South Wales in the opening ==
the Victorian team performed sple-
some of the deciding sets being
and exciting. In their second =
the Victorians comfortably defezt=
South Australian team. A part:
thearty welcome was extended
donor of the Cup—Mr. Blanch-
before his retirement, was 2 =
official in the New South Wa'e
ways. Although now more
years of age, Mr. Blanch mairzus
keen interest in the matches, trav=s
on each tour with the N.S.W
A round of social entertainmes
concluded with a Smoke Nig~
Presentation of Cups and Tropre
the V.R.l. Ballroom at Flinders
Among the guests were Mr. Cos
sioner N. C. Harris, Mr. J. M. £
Manager of the Lawn Tennis Assc
of Victoria, Mr. Harry Hopman, ™
of the Davis Cup Team, and Mr &
Quist, the Davis Cup player.
highly praised the V.R.l. Tennx
ciation for the manner in wh
week’s extensive program hzz
so successfully carried out.

Wholly set up and printed in Auss
the Victorian Railways Printing *
Laurens-street, North Melbourne,
Publishers—The Victorian Railwam
missioners.
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2 THE VICTORIAN RAILWAYS NEWS LETTER

Fune, :

The Month’s Topic

RELAXATION ON
INTERSTATE
RAILWAY TRAVEL

LSEWHERE in this issue is an out-
line of the substantially faster
train services to be introduced

between Melbourne and Perth on June
5. This development is a reminder of
the reputation which Interstate express
train travel from Brisbane to Perth has
earned for speed, comfort and relia-
bility.

Powerful  locomotives, properly
equipped tracks and comfortable day,
dining and sleeping cars—including the
unexcelled appointments of “* Spirit of
Progress '—provide passengers from
Queensland to Western Australia with
travel of a high standard of comfort.

Restful
Journeys

Everything has been provided to en-
sure relaxation and pleasure. Com-
fortably upholstered, roomy passenger
carriages are a feature. The sleeping
compartments, designed to provide the
maximum of privacy and "relaxation,
rank with the world’s best. Wide
sleeping berths, reading lamps, wash
basins, clothes’ lockers . . . these com-
bine to afford rest and convenience
which are unobtainable on any other
form of land transport.

Observation cars with their wide
windows -and commodious chairs which
enable the traveller to view the infinite
charm of the Australian landscape, add
to the pleasures of long-distance railway
travel.

Dining Cars
a Feature

The carefully chosen menus and the
services in the handsomely furnished
dining cars continue to evoke the warm
appreciation of passengers. At con-
venient stopping stations en route, ex-
cellent meals are available at well-equip-
ped refreshment rooms.

In" brief, railwaymen may assure all
potential travellers that the speed and
comfort of rail travel across Australia
fulfills the highest expectations . . .

Big Supervisory Control Plan For
Power Supply

Electric Train

T has always been realised
I that lightning damage to the

1,500 volt overhead equipment
supplying power to the suburban
electric train services may cause
serious delays to traffic.

A lightning flash may charge the
overhead lines to a high potential
causing the supporting insulators to
““ flash over.” This provides a con-
ducting path for the 1,500 volt power
current, which if allowed to persist
will burn down great lengths of line.

To prevent power currents flowing
under such conditions, the overhead
equipment has been divided into
sections, each being fed through high
speed circuit breakers in sub-stations
and tie  stations. These  circuit
breakers cut off the power supply to
the affected section before serious
damage occurs.

Although the circuit breakers open
automatically in time of trouble, it is
necessary for the control engineer
in charge of power supplies to receive
an indication and thus have their
operation under his control.

To provide the control engineer with
these facilities, a systemm known as
supervisory control, which assures a
continuous and effective supervision of
all units of the electric power supply.
will be introduced. When completed,
the system will be one of the most com-
prehensive of its kind in the world.

he ‘‘ nerve centre” of
system will be a Control Room er
in Batman Avenue near the Fl:-
Street station. [t has been spe
treated to reduce noise to a mini—
and is air-conditioned.

Located in the Control Roo:
be three large diagrams represes
the 1,500 volt overhead contac:
system ; the 2,200 volt signal <.
system ; and the 20,000 volt tran
sion system. To ensure uniform
illumination, the diagrams will
by artificial means. The whole
components of the power syste:
be shown, with the various
breakers represented by small cc
lamps.

By means of these lamp:
position (open or closed) of any
breaker will be indicated to the ¢
engineer, and any abnormal conc
that arise will be immediate!
served and the location definec

Associated with the diagram
be a control desk with keys whic
enable the control engineer to o
close circuit breakers represen:
the diagrams.

By means of the equipmer
control engineer will also be =
bring into operation power appar:
automatic sub-stations which is ==
sary during daily traffic fluctuz:

INTRODUCING—

ISTER J. E. Hood who, from over 200

applicants, was last month selected

for the responsible position of
Casualty Officer in the Department.
Sister Hood enters the railway service
with excellent cre-
dentials, together
with an extensive
practical experience
in the kind of work
which will engage her
attention. Obtaining
her RV.T.N.A. certi-
ficate on the comple-
tion of three years’
general training at
. the Alfred Hospital,
" she was appointed
Sister - in - Charge, Out-Patients’ Casu-
alty Department of the hospital. Hold-
ing that position for 34 years, she then
successfully applied for and held the
post of Sister-in-Charge, Out-Patients’
Casualty Operating Theatre of the
hospital. For the first month, Sister
Hood will be in the Casualty Room at
the medical headquarters, Spencer
Street. From then on, in conjunction
with the two other Casualty Officers
already in the service, she will rotate
for periods of three months between the
Newport Workshops, Spotswood Work-
shops and Spencer Street.

LONG WELDED RAILS
ON BENDIGO LINE

FURTHER important contr iz

towards the general trace

provement plan is now in proyg
on the Melbourne-Bendigo line
the first step in the ultimate rec:
tioning and relaying of 93 m =
double track between Sunshine
Bendigo, 21§ miles are now recs
attention,

New 90-1b. rails, welded
lengths of 225 feet, are replacing =
rails each of 31 feet 9 inches
By reducing the number of rail
long welded rails provide s
and quieter travelling conditios
passengers ; reduce track m:
ance costs ; lessen the wear on -
stock ; and prolong the life
rails.

The 80-1b. rails released fr
Bendigo line are being welde:
lengths of approximately 180 fe
relaying on the Murtoa—Warrack=
line in substitution of the presen:
rails 224 feet long.

All the welding for these v
being undertaken at the Per
Way Materials Depot, Spors
where the automatic flash butet w«
machine Is in active operation.
machine makes a joint equal
strength of the rail.
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Staff Expert Retires

‘¢ 1 AM satisfied you cannot discover
T. F. Brennan’s growing on every
tree ! 7’ said Mr. E. C. Eyers (Sec-

retary for Railways) when farewell-

ing Mr. Brennan (Special Staff Officer)
on his retirement last month after more
than 50 years’ service. That tribute was
the keynote of those expressed by senior
officers who knew of the extensive
knowledge, rare judgment and, above
all, human outlook, which Mr. Brennan
had brought to bear on staff problems.

Way and Works Branch Staff Clerk ;

Staff Board Member from its inception in

1921 ; Chairman of the Clerical,

Foremen's and Storemen’s Classification

Committees ; Special Staff Officer ;

and Commissioners’ Representative on

the Railways Classification Board and

State Coal Mine Industrial Tribunal . . .
That impressive sequence of responsible
positions conveys some idea of the im-
mense staff panorama which Mr. Brennan
had surveyed throughout a highly suc-
cessful career. His career is also a
vindication of the keen foresight of the
late Mr. C. E. Norman when Head of
the Way and Works Branch. As
personal clerk to Mr. Norman, Mr.
Brennan revealed a flair for staff work—
and soon he went direct from the
Chief's Room to the post of Branch
Staff Clerk. Mr. Brennan leaves the
service with the warmhearted friend-
ship of hundreds of railwaymen in
all grades ; he takes, too, the sincere
respect of all the leaders of industrial
organisations with whom he came in
contact. —B.H.

CHANCE TO JOIN RAI

TRONG reasons why railwaymen

should become members of a De-
partmental Ambulance Corps are out-
lined in a folder now being printed for
distribution.

Possession of a first aid certificate
makes each railwayman eligible to join
a corps. Payment is made for each
time the corps meets once a fortnight
throughout the year: 3/- tothesuperin-

tendent ; .2/6d. to each member.
A suitable meeting room is made
available, and the Department also

supplies the necessary equipment to

L AMBULANCE CORPS

enable members to progress into the
higher branches of first aid learning.

Membership of a Corps also places
a railwayman in line for the District,
State and Interstate Ambulance Cham-
pionships held every year. Leave with
pay and travelling expenses are granted,
and first class passes are issued to Corps
members entering for these competi-
tions.

There are over 50 Corps in active
operation, but there is ample room—
and need—for many more at locations
where they may be deemed necessary.

Railwaymen who already hold first aid certificates and those who qualify in the future are earnestly

urged to join an Ambulance Corps.

attraction of competing for championship honours . . .
and, above all in a serious accident « Corps can act with greater proficiency,

First aid becomes even more interesting . . .

there is the
the interchange of ideas is invaluable . . .
speed and effect.

‘June Birthdays

TRAM Motorman V. C. Fenton, of Elwood,
and Labr. L. N. McCarthy, of Ballarat,
on the first; Ganger R. Sweeney, of Elm-
hurst, on the second ; Gatekeeper J. Lawford,
of Mont Albert, and B.M. Help .
Muldoon, of Bendlgo on the third; Spl.
Tkt. Checker T. F. Murphy of Flinders St.,
and Fitter P. L. Fury, of Spotswood, on the
fourth; Clerk W, J. Dennington, of W. &
Ofﬁce and Equipmt. Examiner E. F.
Morrow of Jolimont, on the fifth; Labr.
P.J. Horan of Geelong, C. & W. Blder. A. W.
Feaver, of Ballarat and Clerk J. F. Toohey,
of W. & W. Staff Ofﬁce, on the sixth ; R.M.
Driver M. J. Dwyer, of Maffra, on the
seventh ; Clerk L. H. Barrett, of Room 2,
Engineer A, K. Barte! and Optg. Porter L. E.
Bailey, of Serviceton, on the eighth ; Repr.
A. J. Price, of Deer Park on the 10Lh F. &
T. R. J. GleOn of Newport and Assist.
Architect F. G. Bartholomew on the 11th;
Platelayer Wi E. Hughes, of Flinders St.,
on the 13th; Advtg. Sales Mgr. .
Mulcahy, and Striker S. J. Syrett, of Spots-
wood, on the 14th ; Chief Spl. Officer J. E.
McDowell, and Wood Machinist W. H.
Letch of Spotswood on the 15th; Clerk
.M. Ferrie, of Melb. Goods, and Repr.
R S. Qtephens of Stawell, on the 17th;
Repr. G. A. Pocock, of Tocumwal, on the
18th ; Clerk R. T. Mullaly, of Melb. Goods,
and Clerk R. K. Eddington, of Jolimont,
on the 10th ;. Passgr. Guard J. T. Batson,
of Warrnambool, on the 21st ; Fireman H. R.
Fagan, of Nth. Melb., and Lineman C. W.
Richards, of Spencer St., on the 22nd;
Chlef Architect H. Sutcliffe, and Chainman
. Hill, of H. Office, on the 23rd;
Clerk R. P. McPherson, of R. Stock H.
Office, on the 24th; Elec. Subn. Guard
S. Hart, of Frankston, and F. & T. A. H.
Hatchard, of Newport, on the 25th; Asst,
V.G.T. Bureau Mgr. R. T. VVotherspoon
on the 26th; Sig. & Tele. Supvr. L. C.
Tarrant, of Seymour, on the 27th; C. & W.
Bider. E. W. Haydon, of Nth. Melb., on the
29th : Staff Board Member J. Fowler, and
W. & W. Despatch Clerk N. Fleming, on
the 30th. —K.D.

Thrilling Football Fans

T can be safely said that amongst the
100,000 people who attend League
football matches each Saturday, no
player’s performances are more eagerly
anticipated than those of a railwayman—
Ron. Todd, of the Transportation
Branch. This tall, unassuming railway-
man is now Collingwood’s star goal-
kicker. Two years ago, the ‘‘ News
Letter ’’ predicted that he would be
the successor to the famous Gordon
Coventry—and he is fulfilling that
forecast in remarkable fashion. Fear-
less and soaring high for spectacular
marks, reminiscent of Bob Pratt at
his best, Mr. Todd is rapidly piling up
a total of goals destined to reach record-
breaking proportions. (It is worthy
of mention here that Geoff. McInnes,
of Brunswick, the Association’s leading
goal-kicker last year and again well in
the forefront, is also a railwayman in
the Accountancy Branch.) - Not yet 22
years of age, Mr. Todd has been in the
service for five years. He was located
on the Clifton Hill line and, as a block
recorder, in' the Viaduct Signal Box.
At present he in on loan to the Trans-
portation Regulation Board in a clerical
capacity. —R.H.P.

Geelong lIdentity

RAILWAYMEN at the Geelong Loco.
Sheds recently farewelled one of
their most popular colleagues—Fitter
John O’Dea. In 50 years of service, the
veteran had been located at many rail-

way centres—and as a fellow railws
said, ‘‘ Wherever he went, he =
friends and, what's more, he kep:
Mr. O’'Dea started in the old W&
town Workshops in 1888, and whes
Newport Workshops were esta:
he was among the first railway =
be employed there. He was =
have been associated with an i
enterprise which has since grow=
one of the biggest in the Scus
Hemisphere. Most of the last I*¢
Mr. O'Dea spent in the running
at Colac and Geelong. -

VARIED PROGRA
FOR V.R.I. DEBAT

HIGHLIGHTS of the V.RI
Speaking and Debating Club’s
last month were two syllabus items
Production” and ‘‘ Play Readinz
ranged and produced by Mr. Haro!
(Photography Division), who is o~
Club’s most enthusiastic members
Mr. Millane has made a -
study of voice production
means of charts, he delivered
interesting address on a matie
1s a fundamental part of ever
speaker’s technique. Membe
the address the most illuminz:
instructive yet delivered at th
In the ‘‘ Play Reading’
it was noticeable that severz
new members taking part
gained confidence and ease of
tion—both so essential in ac
an audience. Mr. Millane
director, and gave member
helpful hints.

Station Decoration En~m
Disappoint

A disappointing number of

were received for the 193
petitions for tree planting and des
of stations, depots and barracis
prize winners of which were -«
announced.

A surprising feature was the =
of instances where prize wis
the previous year failed to ente-
even in the maintenance sec:
was thought that work alreac
out and recognised as wort:
prize would have stimulated i~
rajlwaymen to maintain the
of their work.

Judging for the present vez
will take place towards the encd
and railwaymen eligible 1
competitions are urged to p
The recent abnormally dr
tions should not be a deterrer
competitions have been spec
vided into sections where
water supply is available—ar
such facilities are non-exister

Emphasising the importance
proving the railway property a=:
roundings, the Commissioners saw
voluntary work of this kin<
apart from the possibility of gaw=
monetary award—always cressas
favourable impression among
engers. It was a definite indicats
railwaymen took more than uszs &
in their work.

Wholly set up and printed in
the Victorian Railways Printr
Laurens-street, North Melbourn:
Publishers—The Victorian Railw:
missioners.




‘snyodwir 18918918 SI1 91BIG  SIUY
ur j10ds oyj SBulald SB  SISBISNUYIUS
duinis AQq powe[oOB SBM  BLIOIIA
ur 9oudsard SIH]  'SS300MS I[qEIOU E
poARIYdE Aseiepledg zuelj ‘onbiuyosn
Juinys 319qIy pawiej 9yl BLIOIDIA UL
Wil 18Iy 9y} 10J BUNBIISUOWI(]

LE6L PuB 9gGl Sulnp yied
JeuoneN ofegng -IJA] 1B Juowaseius
[eroads  13pun  sem  oym  ‘I010MIIS
-ur Juinfs  [ErULUNUOY) Yl ‘Aseiep
-1BYQ zZURIY AQ POpUdWWOD3L A[BUu0ns
ud9q 9ary syradxe 959yl JO ylog
"UOSEIS MOUS 3) INOYINOIY) WeYIoH
“JAL 1B P91820[ USaq sey 11adxa ue yons
YOIym U0 UOISEID0 1SIY 9yl SI SIYJ,
‘Ajoanioodsar weyiol] I[N pue NIgJ
[EUOnIEN Ofeyng "I 3¥ S[0OYOG Sulg
JuronNpuos  mou  AIe—d[epy  UOIUY
pue 131pa1] prodosT—adoinyy woiy
SI9YOEd) s paylenb A[ysry omj,

*wRlsAs Buips
|BIUBUIILOYD) 2|qEeIOU 1SOW 3yl U.ded| 01 SIS
padueApe pue sJsduuiBaq yioq J0) $D1[1DE)

Buipiaoad st auswizuedag 9yl ‘uosess
5210dS MOUS 13IUIM JAISSIIINS PUIy? Y3 uo:l

SASSVTO DNILONANOD
SLUAdXd ONIIAS NVAdOdNd

Aoy ue' Sa[TwI pY
e 2ulj 3uoj229 2yl 3Juoje una [eand
-neur s31 uo Juypraedy | ssaxdoad jo
111dS ,,  JO MD21A [eIIdE® UR SI Wl 2Y]l
0} XewI[d Funsdiie uy -JIed UONEBAJIS
-qo-1opded pue Jeo 3Juwuip ‘saSerraed
Bunyis 2y3 jo sywdwjurodde Jota2)
-ul 2yl JO 2DUIUIAUOD PUE 1JOJUWI0D
243 jo paured sp uorssaidwr Uy y
‘SABM[IBY] UBLIOIOIA
oyl jo A103s1y ayi ul paauapadasrdun
sem  Uolym anbluyodl  [eUOIIONIISUOD
e pordope udwWsIJRID PpueB SIdAUIFUD
[eaudwiiedo(] ‘ulell 3yl jo Juip(ing
oY) yila Suijeap wiy ay1 jo uoiyrod
1S1y 9ya s1 1sa131ul [euondsoxs 30
*301A138 [en)oe Ul uren) pais[dwod dy)
01 sdoysylopn 110dmapN a9yl 1e sIaq
-WoW [99Y 23 JOo Bulde] 9yl W0l ulei)
ay) Jo ymmoi8 [enperid oyl JIsuuewl
Suryins e ur sdenod wy siyg,

's492140 |erudwiIedaq jo uon
-33241p Y1 42pun padnpoid usaq mou sey
yaBua| u} 19395 009‘7T W|Y Iq|e1 B, ‘Uled]
JIPUOAA S, BIRJIISNY | ‘ssaudodd
jo 1aidg —iussaud  sAem|iey
UBLIOIDIA 3Y] ,, 9313 3Yyr HJ|

w4 Suniis
U] (ssd4304d 3O IdS,,

‘Jayeads pnoy 2yl yieauJapun a1enbs 2y) Uy pajeso| uoydosdiw
213 y3noayl syeads udyj 3y

A3100124 Y81y uoqqrI

. 2dAy
weadouow 2Y)

CHA S,

Y3i1m Q113 23 purgaq paienlys Jajeads pnoj 2y3 ysnodyl ‘payridwe st yoiym

‘2010A 243} SJedy Jaydjedsap urer) ayj ‘saipddJ UOWEIS Y1 VYA

-aanjoid

243} UJ UIS I3Q UED YDIYM JO SmOJ ‘A3 2UI| P2IeIDOSSE 2y} $25531dap A[3rdw
3 UOoNBIS [ENPIAIPUT UE [IIm IJEDIUNWWIO0d 0] S2Ysim Jaydjedsap uiell 213

uayp

*paJyagsuea) A[SSI[JI0JJ2 2q ‘PAIISAP JI ‘ARWU SHSAP J2YJ0 OM]) dY) U0

S2UI] gz 2Y) Jo jaed X0 [Je YOIym 0] }SIap UJewW 2y) ST 2A0QE UI2G ‘W2d)sAs
[041U0D UlBI} UBQINQNS Y] Ul PIasn aq 0) SHSAP saaydjedsap ures) 324yt ayj ut
pajesodrodul ST paom 243 Ur pury s}t Jo INTWIINOT NYFIAOW LSOW THL

sauwil J Suljjoapd | uf suononpay ol

‘9UOZ URQIN

-19Ino 3yl ojul  Juoper) Suisu
A[[eniiia  snyj ‘Inoy 2uo UeYl
ur (se[iw G§) Suofeer) pur dus
S-[PIN Udamisq Asuanof oy 939]ds
sureny  1y8e 9sayl  Jo Iy
"3Ua0 13c

3O aseardul ue—inoy 1ad SI[IW @i
o8elsak oYl jussard 1B ! Inoy
SO ¢'p¢ sem suten) Jo dnoid siu
paads [[e19A0 a8e1ane 23Ul ‘FEgT U]

QuAnoq3jy A3

canoy s2d s3[Iw |
03 anoy Jad sa[iwr gzp woyy Juid
‘anoy Jad SI[Ir (O JO SSIIX2 UY Sp
Jjesda0 33eJ2AB JE UNI SUIRI) )
‘MON  anoy J2d ST () PAPI20X2
SU0]320—2UINOGRA 2Y} UO suleqy
A[uo  ‘pgel 031 Jolig -sxa8uassed
p24dofua Juraq mou Iuijraedy Iz
2y} jo sajdwexa 2[qeJou Jo SalI3s e
-0ad 201aJ2s uled] AUl 3U0|225 2qg)
‘su

« 3SBL,,  193F]

¢ suien  Juiwiow  Aepung  BIIXI
1211189 ¢ sporrad yead 1e suieil ssas
BIIXD U33Q 2ABY JId9Y1 ‘Saul| ueqlin
uQ  sulely | pOXIW | MO|S A
paor(dal 2ABY $IJIAISS UTed] I9FU
A1pand pue ¢ (wrd g 19138 S9ALLIE
A[UO puk "uwre g 92I10}3q JUINOG
SOABI| mOU ulel) AI1jUnod suUo
sawiy aan3iedap pue [BALLIE JUITUA:
arow ¢ (fsuanofl ayy jo suoniod
ssoxdxo  Juruunlr swos) Ssulell
AuBW U29q daBY 219yl ‘UONIppE U]

1ysiu  Aepung

sjuauwidAosdwy 49

ot uejtjodo:
00l u19Iseyq g pue ula
0f1 £2{[eA D) pue UI9ISE:

611 UIBISIAN S PUEB Ul
faxd PUEIPI]Al PU® UIdUL
“yoom 1ad 101381

sInoy [e10],

—: ju2wjiels FUIMO[[0]
AQ umoys SI pa3ija3uaq sey (s2)
-2w] 3UIYJ0M SNOLIBA 1) UJ P2
-00 seaJe 2Y) uo paseq) IO
Yyoea MOH 'SIBOY ¢69 03 ‘b6l
Alaed sdwnl 3uyf[aAeal Yyl ©
paaedwod ‘SUOIIBJIJ[IDOE  A[Y
[e101 2y} Sulxq S2Ul  TIS
-YInog PUEB UJIdISIA 2} U0
Yluowr jSej Padnposiur s$adla
-13s urea) Ja3wassed YHISVY

AHIA V SdNO
€69 'TVIOL AO

¥6 "ON 2nssy

MNELLLSTT SAEN

SAem[ley URLIOYDIA YL

8E61 ‘AIn




w

THE VICTORIAN RAILWAYS NEWS LETTER

Fulr

| The Month’s Topic

TOURIST TRAFFIC IMPORTANT
ONCE again the importance of the

travel industry has been im-

pressed upon the public. On
this occasion developments associated
with the Victorian Government Tourist
Bureau—new offices in the most promi-
nent part of Melbourne and representa-
tion in Perth and Hobart—emphasise
the lucrative tourist business which is
being built up for Victoria.

It is pertinent, therefore, to sum-
marise the services which the Bureau
provides for all holidaymakers whether
travelling by rail, road, sea or air.

Victorian country and inter-system
rail tickets—also tickets for reserved
seats, sleeping berths and parlor cars—
are on issue. Bookings are made for
all-road services to tourist resorts;
also co-ordinated road-and-rail services.
Information is available regarding all
road services licensed by the Trans-
port Regulation Board.

All Transport Systems
Al Transpott 9y> = -

Bookings are made for sedan motor
sight-seeing tours of Melbourne and
nearer resorts and for all-road tours
(Victorian and Interstate).  Steamer

cravel bookings include round trips by
rail ;

boat (Interstate services) and
cruises to Tasmania ; and tours
Information

along the River Murray.
regarding time-tables, fares, etc., of
Interstate steamer services s also
available.

Bookings are made for sight-seeing
tours of Melbourne by air ; also for air
services between Melbourne and the
capital cities and to Victorian and
Interstate country centres.

Eight-day rail-and-road inclusive tours
to Victorian holiday resorts and to
other States ; rail, rail-and-boat, rail-
and-road and ali-the-way-by-road tours
at week-ends and on public holidays ;
and school vacation and educational
day-tours . . . these convey some idea
of the comprehensive travel activities of
the Bureau.

Special services include the booking
of hotel and guest-house accommoda-
tion ; the preparation of itineraries
for individuals or groups of holiday-
makers ; the meeting of all overseas
and Interstate passenger vessels arriving
at Melbourne ; a Travel Hostess
specially qualified to assist overseas and
Interstate visitors ; mail, telephone
ahd counter enquiries ; and the dis-
tribution of a vast amount of tourist
literature prepared by the Department,
the Australian Railways and Tourist
Bureaux, and by hotels, guest-houses
and private transport services.

STIMULATING VICTORIAN HOLIDAY TRA

Bureau’s Expanding

Influence

HREE highly important developments in the tra

business approved last month were:—New prem

on ‘“The Block,” Collins Street, Melbourne, for
Victorian Government Tourist Bureau; the establishm
of an ‘¢ Eastern States Government Tourist Bureau™
Perth, Western Australia; and a representative of the ¥
torian Government Tourist Bureau to be located in Ho

OR 15 years, the head othice of

the Victorian Government
Tourist Bureau has beea located
in Queen’s Walk, a short, narrow
thoroughfare linking Collins Street

with Swanston Street. But expanding
business and the need for the Bureau
to be in a more prominent—and more
convenient—situation have led to the
selection of premises in an area where
all the principal offices catering for
tourists are located. i

In the new premises, there will
be more than double the space that
1s now available in the office at Queen’s
Walk. The Bureau, which will have
a frontage of 36 feet to Collins Street
and a depth of 170 feet, will be along-
side an arcade from which there will
be access to the Bureau.

INTRODUCING—

R. Charles S.. Wentworth, of

North Melbourne Loco. Depot,

who is the Storekeeper for the
North-Eastern District. While he is
well-known as a railwayman, he has
gained much wider public prominence
as a leading member of the Microscopical
Society of Victoria. He was Secretary
for six years; for
the past two years
he has been Vice-

President. From
swamps, lagoons,
lakes, ditches and

even the pond in his
own backyard he
gathers all manner of
fascinating examples
of natural history.
Many are so minute
(down to 100,000th
part of an inch!) as
to be termed ‘‘invisible life.” Under
the microscope, however, the wonders
of Nature are revealed—"' microscopic
jewels ; tiny glittering scales of unsur-
passed beauty !’ exults Mr. Went.
worth. With his son who exhibits
a like enthusiasm for this work, he has
made a micro-projector which enables
microscopic specimens to be *‘ thrown ™
on a screen in the form of a drama of the
pond. Natural history has been his
life-long hobby ; but it is almost
equalled by his ardour for the very rare
but beautiful orchid.

e

THE ‘“ Eastern States Govers

Tourist Bureau” in Perw
mark a new departure in the
ralian tourist business—it = .
established and conducted joi=
the Victorian, New South Wals
Queensland Railway Departmesw
experienced official of the \
Government Tourist Bureau =
in charge.

Woest-East
This Bureau will fill a -
need. It will actively pub

‘Western Australia the touris:
tions of the Eastern part of :
tinent, thus stimulating holid=
An important phase of its
will be the contacts made w:*
seas visitors immediately the
Australia,
* * *

Furthermore, a represent
the Victorian Government
Bureau is shortly to be locate:
office of the Tasmanian Gou«
Tourist Bureau in Hobart.

In All States Soon

Branch Offices of the V.
Government Tourist Bureau are =
located at: Spencer Street a=t
ders Street railway stations
bourne ; 11 Martin Place, Sydoe
King William Street, Adelaide
Adelaide Street, Brisbane: e
Deakin Avenue, Mildura, the
being operated in conjunctios
the Mildura and District Touris
ciation.

RED CROSS DONATIC

N a letter to Mr. E. (
(Secretary for Railways) =
ledging a cheque for (9>

representing the total donat
ceived from railwaymen dur=
recent appeal of the Austral
Cross Society (Victorian Divis
behalf of sick and disabled -«
soldiers, the Appeal Secretarv
o I WAS delighted when I opeacs
letter this morning (May 31
so splendid a donation in it for s
Cross Appeal from the emplevs
the Victorian railways.

““ We feel that our special
are due to you and to the othes
so vigorously in your organisatiss
co-operated. Ishall be gladif ¥
in the course of your ordinary a=
tion with those who have helped
vey to them our special thanks
you would accept the same yours=i
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« | Personal

Postscript | *#

R.C.B. Shorthand Writer to R.C.B. Member

R. A. J. Letham, the newly-

appointed Commissioners’ Repre-

sentative on the Railways Classi-
fication Board, returns to very familiar
surroundings. Away back in 1917, he
was one of the shorthand reporters of
the original Board presided over by
Mr. W. E. Keast, former General Pas-
senger and Freight Agent. Eight or
or nine years later, other shorthand
writers were capturing his cross-
examinations and addresses—he had
become an Advocate for the Depart-
ment. He was also appearing in the
Commonwealth  Arbitration  Court.
Shorthand has shaped Mr. Letham’s
career. Before he left school at the age
of 14, he was writing 120 words a minute.
After joining the service in 1904, he
was successively in the Spencer Street
Parcels Office and Room 1 (Transpor-

tation Branch). At that time, he sur-
veyed his prospects for advancement
along the line of stationmaster. How-
ever, he decided on shorthand as a
possible stepping stone—and his judg-
ment has been amply vindicated. Mr.
Letham brings to his new post—
which also includes the important
position of Commissioners’ Represen-
tative on the State Coal Mine
Industrial  Tribunal — an  extensive
knowledge of all phases of staff and
industrial questions. Staff experience
in the Electrical Engineering Branch
preceded his appointment in the
Secretary’s Branch in 1920. Nine
years later he was appointed a Member
of the Staff Board. During Mr. R. G.
Wishart’s 12 months’ tour abroad in
1934, Mr. Letham acted as Commis-
sioners’ Special Officer. —J.R.M.

‘“James L.” Retires

AFTER nearly 20 years as Foreman
Mechanic at the Department’s lar-
gest and most important locomotive
depot—North Melbourne, Mr. James
Landrigan retired from the service last
month. He had nearly 50 years of
efficient service to his credit. Leaving
the Newport Workshops early in his
career as an apprentice fitter, he subse-
quently devoted himself to running
repair work, being located at many
locomotive depots including Ballarat,
Korumburra, Geelong and, finally,
North Melbourne. All at North Mel-
bourne—and a host of railwaymen in
many parts of the State—regret the
retirement of a very popular colleague.
He takes with him two tangible reminders
of the esteem in which he was held: a
handsome wireless set for himself and
a beautiful set of crystal for Mrs.
Landrigan. Mr. ]J. Noonan {(Metropolitan
District Rolling Stock Superintendent)
made the presentation in the presence of
a large gathering.

LAWRENCE TIBBETT SEES
BIG FUTURE for RAILMAN

FTER an audition of 15 minutes

during which he sang an opera-
tic aria from ‘ Rigoletto,”” Mr.
Alfred Luizzi, of the Printing
Branch, was highly praised by Mr.
Lawrence Tibbett, the world-
famous baritone. Describing Mr.
Luzzi’s baritone voice ‘‘as per-
fectly splendid and probably the
best material he had heard,’”” Mr.
Tibbett also gave the talented
young railwayman much valuable
advice.

Mr. Tibbett strongly recom-
mended Mr. Luizzi to seek further
experience abroad—‘‘ don’t waste
any time,” he said—and promised
to give him letters of introduction
to people overseas. At the 1937
South Street Competitions, Mr.
Luizzi won the Governor-General's
Medal, thus becoming the Vocal
Champion at the Competitions.
Later in the year, he was third in
the ‘“* Sun” Aria. He has had
extensive concert and broadcast-
ing experience.

—W. (YD,
Brady and Badminton
PREDICTION that badminton the game is making rapid strides in
would become one of the most Tasmania, South Australia and Western
popufar winter pastimes was Australia. Although only connected

made by Mr. Roy Brady (Personal Clerk
to the Metro. Supt.) before he left
Meibourne fast month for New Zealand
as the Manager of the first Australian
badminton team to leave the Common-
wealth. Aptly described as an *' indoor
edition of tennis,”’ badminton consists
of hitting with a racquet a shuttlecock
(a hemispherical piece of cork with 16
feathers attached) to and fro across a
net five feet high within the limits of
the court which is 44 feet long and 20
feet wide. It is an extremely fast and
strenuous game, calling for great skill
and stamina. Mr. Brady says there are
about 3,000 players in Melbourne, and

with the sport for four years, he has
already demonstrated much playing
and executive ability. For the last
three years he has been captain of his
team ; from 1935-37 he was Secretary
of the North Suburban District As-
sociation and this year he is President.
Departmentally, Mr. Brady is well-
known to suburban railwaymen. He
has been Personal Clerk to seven
Metro. Superintendents—Messrs. F. P. J.

Moloney and T. W. J. Cox, the late
Mr. H. E. Russell, and Messrs. M. A,
Remfry, W. Tredinnick, G. Rogers
and T. R. Collier.

—E.C.W.

RAILWAY BALL
ON JULY 20

HE Railway Ball—one of the

lights of Melbourne’s dancing =
son—will again be held at the Fa
de Danse, St. Kilda, on Wed=ne
July 20. It will be under the patres
of the Commissioners and Hea:
Branches.

An enthusiastic committee.
the presidency of Mr. C. G. V
(Supervisor of Road Motors)
tively organising the function.
year the Railway Ball is a br
success, ‘‘ but on this occas:
plan to exceed all our previous e
said one committeeman.

Book Now !

As usual, the Ball will be con.
on cabaret lines, thus ensuring
accommodation for everyone. ~
tickets cost 10/6d. (inclusive
they may be obtained either
Victorian Government Tourist B
Queen’s Walk, Melbourne
Victorian Railways Institute, F
Street station. The booking
for table reservations may =
inspected at both those offices

July Birthdays

REPR. D. Ronaldson, of Eaglehs:
Asst. S.M., J. A. Manley, of ¥
on the first; Repr. C. F. McM:
Sunshine, and Stn. Mster. C. P. M
of Hopetoun, on the second; CF
Despatcher F. D. Greene, and
Marrows, of Melb. Gds., on 1the
Clerk A. W. Everson, of W. & W. i
on the fourth; Repr. J. A. Ross.
larook, on the fifth: Stn. Mster
Duncan, of Heywocd, on the seventh
R. Hamilton, of Melb. Gds., on the
V.G.I'. Bureau Manager W. T. Mc
Clerk 'I'. J. Dwyer, of Ballarat, a~:
J. Hartnedy, of Tallarook, on the
Fireman H. J. Quin, of Bend\go and
F. Tatt, of Ballarat Wkshops, on :
Moulder J. C. Miller, of Newport W%

cn the T1th; Chemist W. S. Maczr
Newport Wkshops, Clerk B. W. I
Fairfield Pk., on the 12th:

grapher A. L Reid, on the 14th
A. R. Williamsen, c¢f Spotswood.
15th; Bolt & Nur Machnst. A. ]
smlth of Newpert, on the 17th;
Eales, of Melb. Gds., and Eng. A
Crawford, of W. & W., on the 18th
troller of Stores H. 8. Sergeant, zr
E. M. Gronn, of Ballarat, on the

& W, Blder G. C. Seabridge, of ™
on the 20th; Labr. F. A. Alexz=
Nth. Melb., on the 21st; Bem
Publicity Bd. Chairman V. F
on the 22nd ; Repr. T. H. nghl
Lake, on the 23rd ;  Shunter J.
of Maftra, ¢n the ?hh Hd. Po'
Stacey, of Flinders St., and Engin
J. A. Pravis, of Jolimont, on the 251
Asst. H. W. Bragge, of W. & W
26th;  Clerk C. Watson, of W. &
the 27th; S S
Yd. and Clerk R. 5. Gullick, of Araes
the 28th; Point Cleaner W, H.
Melb. Yd., on the 29th; PlumL
Enright, of Nth. Melb. and Torie
Smith, of Ararat, orn the 31<t,

\

Wholly set up and printed in Auste
the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens-street, North Melbourne.
Pubhshers—The Victorian Railways
missioners.
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The Month’s Topic

SELECTOR SYSTEM
IS INVALUABLE

ECENT extensions to the selector

telephone service through which

the train control system functions
bring the total country route miles of
selector telephone to over 2,200, the
number points connected being
nearly 500.

Since the train control system was
introduced in 1926 it has been an im-
pressive influence in the great improve-
ments made in passenger and goods
train services throughout the State.

The system has been invaluable,
not only in connection with the faster
time-tables which have been introduced
on many country lines, but in promot-
ing better timekeeping ; reducing coal
consumption ; reducing costly standing
time of locomotives and trains ;
creasing loads ; and generally in ob-
taining the better use of trucks in all
parts of Victoria, thus making trucks
available virtually on demand. Perish-
able traffic for the early morning
markets in Melbourne has been greatly
expedited.

of

in-

Staff’s Co-operation

It is, of course, unnecessary to stress
that this greatly increased efficiency has
been accomplished with the whole-
hearted co-operation of station staffs,
train crews and other railwaymen con-
cerned.

The great value of the system lies
in the fact that the train despatcher
possesses up-to-the-minute knowledge
of the movements of all trains, including
conditions at wayside and terminal
stations and connections with other
services, on the section under his con-
trol.

Being thoroughly informed of the
traffic conditions at any section of the
route—which was not possible prior
to the introduction of train control—
the train despatcher is able to direct
station staffs and train crews rapidly
and completely, thus ensuring the more
efficient operation of the traffic.

Train control, which has proved to
be one of the greatest railway innova-
tions of modern times, has been adopted
on all the principal railroad systems
of the world. It has achieved much
since it was introduced on the Victorian
Railways system, and it is destined to
exert an even greater influence on train
operations in the future with, of course,
increased benefits to patrons using
| either our passenger or goods train
services.

All-steel, Air-conditioned Buffet C
Will Be Ready Soon

EXT month should see the appearance in service of the
first all-steel, air-conditioned buffet car.
have the same contour as the vehicles on ‘‘ Spirit of

Differing from the existing buffet car on the

Bendigo line which has three passenger compartments, the

space in the new car will be wholly occupied by the saloon

Progress.”

and the kitchen.

The saloon will be 52 feet long,
providing cafeteria (reised) chairs at a
long counter for 27 people, instead of 18
in the present buffet car, A feature
of the larger kitchen will be the slow
combustion coke-burning range which
resembles on a smaller scale the range
in the dining car of ‘' Spirit of Pro-
gress.”’

The new car will be air-conditioned
and also heavily insulated against the
transference of noise, heat and cold,
thus providing ideally comfortable con-
ditions for patrons taking meals while
travelling.

Work is in progress on the con-
struction of three other all-steel, air-
conditioned buffet cars, two of which
will be composite buffet and sitting
cars. Two first-class main line coun-
try passenger carriages are also being
converted into composite buffet cars.

INTRODUCING—
R. M. S. Ryder, a Train Despatchef
at  Central Control, Spencer

Street, who has the best known
voice reverberating through the Gipps-
land selector telephone network. For
the last 13 years (at Dandenong,
Street and now Spencer
Street), he has been
‘“moving "’ thous-
ands of Gippsland
trains through the
magic of the selector
system holding
trains ; sending
others forward : add-
ing loading to trains ;
despatching loco-
motives . . . perform-
ing these and all the
other duties of a train
despatcher which con-
tribute so notably to
efficent train operation. A railwayman
since 1911, including terms as R.S.M.
and S.M., Mr. Ryder brings to his work
an invaluable practical experience. Be-
tween 1915-1920, he was overseas with
the A.LF. Severely wounded at Lone
Pine (Gallipoli), he later joined the
Australian Air Force, winning his way
through to a commission. As befits a
man with the name of Ryder, though
he is not related to Australia’s former
Test Captain, Jack Ryder, he has a
passion for cricket. He is Vice-Presi-
dent of the V.R.I. Cricket Association ;
also a delegate from the Essendon line
club. For the past six years he has
been captain of the club’s team.

Flinders

The car will

Big Entries For Fi
Aid Events

EARLY 250 railwaymes
many parts of the =
have entered for the »

liminary district contests of
28th Annual State Railway =
bulance Competitions for the &
ver Shield presented by the Cs«
missioners.

Dates and locations of the
events are.—Bendigo (at Bend
September 6) ; Seymour (at Se
on September 8); Geelong
larat on September 13); and I
(a2t Ballarat on September 14). :
to be held at East Melbourr
South Suburban (September
21); Eastern and South-Easters
tember 23); and North =Su
(October 5 and 6).

As members of Ambulance
these enthusiastic railwaymen
‘“ taking stock ”’ of their knowle =
readiness for competitions wh:
brace the following five fund:
features of first aid :—

Improvised stretcher mak sy

improvised material test; supp .«

material test ; other oral questiuss
and transport.

From these competitions, :
senior corps and five senijor inc
competitors, also the seven nov:
and seven novice individual con
gaining the highest marks
eligible for selection in the
competitions. The State Char
ship will be held on October =~

SERVICE

““ Sir—My wife and I have spect =«
weeks in this State and wish throug? «
columns to express our thanks ¢
many courtesies that we have recs

‘“It was our privilege to be
ducted through the various cou
trains, including the wonderful
of Progress.” In my opiniorn
railways bristle with efficiencs
comfort.

‘“ Having lunch today at Spge
Street, I casually mentioned
young waitress that I had been ==
to get any postcards of ‘‘ Spe-
Progress.” Result: She got in
with the stationmaster who sem
messenger to another building
from the station.

‘“When I had finished my le==
called at the stationmaster's
where I was supplied with a beaw
book and several pamphlets
trated) of this wonderful train Se=u
indeed.”

—Above is a copy of a letter signed
Australian,” which was given pro-
in the ‘“ Sun News-Pictorial ” on Ju
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TOURIST ¢« AMBASSADORS ”’

Out West . . . .

O Mr. Gordon K. Peart, of the

Victorian Government Tourist Bu-

reau, has fallen the managership
of a tourist bureau unprecedented in
the Australian ctravel business. He
has been placed in charge of the Eastern
States Government Tourist Bureau
which has been established in Perth
by the Victorian, New South Wales
and Queensland systems to stimulate
traffic to those States by rail, road,
sea and air. Contacts with overseas
visitors arriving at Fremantle will be
an important part of his duties. A
big job lies ahead of Mr. Peart, but he
is well equipped. He has had ex-
perience of all phases of tourist work ;
he has organised and conducted parties
of holidaymakers throughout Victoria ;
and he has also travelled extensively
in New South Wales and Queensiand.
In addition, he has been abroad. Widely
known as a courteous, well-informed
travel official, Mr. Peart is also well
known as an operatic singer. He
has appeared in Melbourne in many
of the most famous operas—on one
occasion in ‘‘*Faust’’ in association
with the late Dame Nellie Melba.

Down South

With Mr. Peart blazing the ‘' tourist
traffic trail '’ in Western Australia—
R. Clifford E. Williams, also of

the Victorian Government Tour-
ist Bureau, is to do likewise in

Tasmania, where for the first time
the tourist attractions of Victoria
are to be actively publicised. Mr.

Williams will be the Victorian Repre-
sentative at the Tasmanian Govern-
ment Tourist Bureau in Hobart. Tas-
mania is only a few hours’ journey
from Victoria by steamer—less by
air—and there is ample scope for Mr.
Williams to become a successful ** Tour-
ist Ambassador '’ for Victoria. For
five years he has been engaged in all
aspects of tourism at the Victorian
Government Tourist Bureau, achieving
particular success as an escorting
officer with parties of holidaymakers
visiting all parts of the State. For a
period he was relieving Manager of the
Victorian Government Tourist Bureau
in Adelaide, and at the last Sydney
Royal Agricultural Show during the
150th Anniversary Celebrations he had
charge of the Bureau’s exhibit. —F.J.D.

Seaman, Diver,
Soldier . ..

FEW railwaymen have had such an
eventful life as Mr. Thomas Kirk,
Timber and Sleeper Inspector, who
recently retired after 38 years’ service.
And few have had such a record number
of farewells. Sleeper cutters at Yarra-
wonga, Orbost, Nowa Nowa, Bruthen
and Bairnsdale all made the popular
veteran serviceable presentations, cul-
minating in a function in the Head Office
at Spencer Street when Mr. J. M. Ash-
worth (Chief Engineer of Way and
Works) handed over to Mr. Kirk several
handsome gifts. At the age of 14, Mr.
Kirk was an apprentice on a barque
trading principally between England and
South Africa and China. Five years
later he went to New Zealand where he
was engaged on building piers, and in
between times took on the hazardous
job of a deep sea diver! Later, he was
building piers in Cuba and in Canada.
In 1898, he came to Australia and was an
able seaman on various Interstate
coastal vessels. In 1900, he joined the
Victorian Railways—and soon became
a recognised expert in bridge building.
But the Great War intervened, and once
again Mr. Kirk was on the high seas
sailing with the A.LF. in 1915. After
many exciting experiences he returned
to Australia in 1918. Five years later
he began relieving the timber and
sleeper inspectors, and in 1926 he was
appointed Timber and Sleeper In-
spector. Mr. Kirk has left the service
with an enviable reputation not only as
a skilled and versatile railwayman
but as one whose wide knowledge was
always freely made available to his col-
leagues. Many bridge gangers in par-
ticular will always remember the help

he gave them . . .
—T.C.

August
Birthdays

NGINEER of Maintenance E. Richard,
and Ldg. Shunter A. A. Conroy, of Sey-

mour, on the first; Clerk V. R. Bishop, of
Head Office, and Elec. ‘Train Dvr. A. H.
Guymer, of Jolimont, on the second;

Clerk G. A. Burrows, of Melb. Gds., on thc
third ; Metro. Supt. G. Rogers, and Elec.
Fitters’ Asst. W. T. Berry, of Flinders St.,
on the fourth; Ganger J. McQueen, of
Malmsbury, on the seventh ; Office Cleaner
H. V. Stubbs, of Spencer St., and Clerk
G. P. Phillips, of Flinders St., on the eighth ;
Elec. Welder A. U. Psterkm of Spotswood,
on the ninth; Spl. Ganger ‘AL A Ross, of
Flinders St., 'and Fitters’® Asst. J. Howard,
of Newport Wkshops., on the 10th ; Shunter
F. B. Heath, of Melb. Yd., and Actg. Moulder
K. L. Bouch, of Newport Wkshops., on the
11th; I'ram Conductor N. C. Boucher, of
Elwood, on the 12th ; Labr. T. H. Jones, of
Nth. Melb., on the 13th; Clerk W. M.
Houston, of Printing Works, and Senior
Timekeeper J. Dearden, of Nth Melb.,

the 14th; Driver W. Bourke of VVarburmn
on the 16th; Water Quppl\ Engineer W,
Stephen, on the 17th; Goods Checker L.
Fuller, of Melb. Gds,, on the 18th; Elec.
Subn. Guard W. P. Egan, of Flinders St.,
on the 19th; Engineer W. P. Hambridge,
on the 20th ; Saw Sharpener R. B. Stephens,
of Spotswood, and Electric Fitter R. H.
Burt, of Flinders St., on the 21st; Dist.
Supt. T. H. Maddern, on the 23rd ; Ganger
R. Wilson, of Carlsruhe, on the 24th; Tele-
graphist R, Peters, of Qpencer St., "on the
26, and Elec. Train Driver T. M. Horan,
of Jolimont, on the 26th; Clerks C. H
Carson and G. B. Davndson of W,
Staff Office, on the 27th; Plpe Jointer 1.
Gibson, of Nth. Melb,, on the 28th ; Asst.
Genl. Supt. of Transptn. R. G. Wishart, and
Mt. Buffalo Nat. Park Chalet Manager L.
McClelland, on the 30th ; Yd. Porter H. C.
Eddy, of Northcote on the 31st. —D.A

HERE’S REAL RAD!
ENTERTAINMEN

NDER new contracts whic*

menced last month, railwz

general tourist publicity
being broadcast 46 times week!s
the five Melbourne *“ B’ class stz
This represents the most comprenes
radio publicity program yet cons
by the Department.

Here is the weekly program :-
Railwaymen should tune in regu
and tell all their friends to do l:k-

3AW . Every Tuesday, Wedneszs
Thursday at 8 p.m.—" Tre
ventures of  Charlie
Every Monday, Wedneszs
Friday at 4.45 p.m.—C»
Session.
Every Monday. Thursca
Saturday at 7.45 p.m.—
tralia Felix ''~—The Histcr
mance of Victoria.
. Every Wednesday and Frow
7.15 p.m.—Musical Preses
. Monday to Friday at 8.13%
Service information. ™
Friday at 9.30 am.—W
Session.
. Monday to Saturday at 7 i
10 p.m. (Sundays at 12 -
10 p.m.)—News Sessic-
day to Saturday at 8.4% .
Service information. M
Friday at 3.15 p.m.—Ww
Session.

3DB-3LK...

3KzZ
3UZ

3XY

Life Saving-Swimming C
Formed at V.R.I.

AUNCHED last montk
series of successful meetis
Victorian Ratlways Institu:
Saving and Swimming Club p
to become one of the Institute
active sporting bodies. It is oo
to form a women’s section of ti:-

It is expected that a large -
of metropolitan raihwaymen w:
this attractive opportunity of be
proficient in life-saving and
ming. Competent instructor
coaches have been engaged by 1+

An enthusiastic committee
Mr. F. McFaull as Presider
Messrs E. Hallett and J. 1
Secretary and Assistant Secre:
spectively, has drawn up a tes
program for the forthcoming s.
season.

The headquarters of the ciu
be at the Richmond City Baths.
the present intending member-
meet there every Thursday at 7.

During the winter months the «
in the Baths is heated to a temperas
of 78 deg.—ideal conditions to «
the club to carry out its proposes
the-year program.

All members of the Institu
their dependants are eligible
the club. Further details mu
obtained from the Secretarv
Institute, Flinders Street statios

Wholly set up and printed in Aus
the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens-street, North Melbourne, fu
Publishers—The Victorian Railways
missioners.
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2 THE VICTORIAN RAILWAYS NEWS LETTER
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The Month’s Topic

ELECTRIC POWER
DEVELOPMENTS

HE recent decision to replace a

large portion of the generating

plant at Newport “A’”’ Power
Station focuses attention on one of the
most important units of the railway
system.

The suburban traveller,
merely concerned with arriving at work
on time in the mornings and getting
home as quickly as possible in the
evenings, probably rarely pauses to
think that the system which serves
him so faithfully depends in a large
measure on the continuity of the
Department’s electrical supply.

The most important factor in ensur-
ing this continuity is the efficiency
of the Newport Power Station, which,
in addition to generating all the power
used by the electric trains and two
Departmental electric tramways, also
supplies power for electric signalling
apparatus, various railway workshops
and the lighting of certain stations and
goods yards. It also supplies a con-
siderable amount of power for private
industrial works.

who s

Peak Traffic Demands

It takes little imagination to ap-
preciate the demands that are made on
this station, especially during the
morning and evening peak periods,
when, on an ordinary week day, over
100 trains are in running. It is not
surprising, then, that after 20 years’
service, portion of the plant needs
replacement.

A further guarantee of the continued
efficiency of the electrical system is the
proposed introduction of *‘ supervisory
control.” The nerve centre is a control
room from which central point all
units in the suburban electric power
supply system — substations, circuit
breakers, cables and overhead wires—
will be continuously supervised by a
control engineer.

In this way, any abnormal con-
ditions that arise can be immediately
observed, their location defined and
instant action taken to prevent an
extension of the trouble. The preser-
vation of the Department’s electrical
gear in efficient working order not only
ensures a better train service. In
cutting waste to a minimum, it is also
sound economy.

DEATHS OF THREE PROMINENT RAILWAYME

HREE deaths that occasioned widespread regret among
railwaymen last month were those of Mr. W. [
(Superintendent of Refreshment Services
Robert (Melbourne Goods Superintendent) anc
Mr. J. J. Poynton (General Manager of the Midland Railwz
Company of Western Australia and formerly a well-know-

Bracher
Mr. A. L

Victorian railway official).

Mr. Bracher, who was 62, had a
colourful and wvaried career, during
which he was successively gold pros-
pector, telegraph operator, goldfields
editor, assistant stationmaster, licensed
shorthand writer, secretary to the
late My. Commissioner E. B. Jones,
Commissioners’ special officer, and
finally Superintendent of Refreshment
Services.

One of the most important posts
which Mr. Bracher filled in his 37
years in the service was that of Secre-
tary of the Electrification Committee,
which carried through the gigantic
electrical conversion of the Melbourne
suburban railways.

Mr. Robert, who was 52 years of
age, had over 33 vyears of service.
After a varied career in the Trans-

INTRODUCING—

R. Joe Kelly, Clerk, of the Ter-

minal and Eastern Accounting

Office, Flinders Street, who, as
coach of Footscray, one of the leading
contenders for this year’s League foot-
ball premiership, is very much under the
spotlight. Following a highly successful
career as a League
footballer for 10
years, during which
time he played with
the Carlton club and
gained a place in
Interstate sides on
several occasions, he
has, in the last three
years, embarked on
a coaching career
that promises to be
even more spectacu-
lar. In his first year
in charge of the
Footscray League
Second Eighteen, he
piloted the team
last on the list to the
Promoted to the job of

from second
premiership.
coach of the First Eighteen half way

through last year, he now has the
satisfaction of seeing the team in the
‘“Four " for the first time since its
entry into the League. Mr. Kelly is
superstitious and he points out that
Footscray finished second last on the
premiership list last year, and that this
may be a good omen that the record
of the Second Eighteen will be emulated.
The good wishes of all railwaymen—
except those who barrack for other
teams—are his .

portation Branch, including I+
as stationmaster in all parts
state, he was appointed in 1934
position which he held at the :
his death. He was a brother
W. Robert, Livestock Agent.

Mr. Poynton, who died ir
was a native of Illabrook,
Joining the Victorian Railwax-
early age, he had extensive ex;
at Geelong, Melbourne Yard, a-
at Head Office. He was loz-
the Department in an advisory «
during the construction of the
Australian Railway, and on
pletion of the line, he became (
Superintendent of Transportat
Stores of the Commonwealth R-

In 1920, he resigned fr:
position and was appointed (.=
Manager of the Midland
Co. of Western Australia. The
ing point of his varied and ene
career came when he was
Lord Mayor of Perth, a role w
filled with distinction for tw«
half years, finishing his term la:

Saving Travel Sta
For Overseas Trip

N ambitious applicatics

the ‘‘Save to Travel” scis

was revealed recently :=
announcement that a par:
school boys from Brighto=n
visit Great Britain and Exz=
about the middle of 1940, acc «
they intend to finance the tr
saving Travel Stamps. The =
is expected to consist of abos
boys, and they will be unde-
guidance of a local Clergymas

Figures taken out up to the
June last show that the =

Travel > scheme 1s proving
popular with tourists.  Sinc
stamps first became availal

October last, over 30,000 1, - «
and 10,000 5/~ stamps have bees
and they may now be purchz
every State of the Commonwea!

The stamps have the backinc
railways, steamship, airways an
tourist services, so that for t!
time machinery has been <«
by which travel may be of
on an instalment system promo:«
the combined travel organisat:
Australia.
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