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V.R. NEWS LETTER

Fanuary,

THE MONTH’S TOPIC

Reducing Rail

Capital Liability
ITH the recent passage through
both Houses of Parliament of

the Bill to transfer approxi-
mately £30,000,000 of railway loan
indebtedness to the General Account

of the State, an important step has been
taken towards placing the railway
finances on a proper footing.

A vital clause in the Bill made pro-
vision for the creation of a Renewals
and Replacements Fund into which
will be paid each year a minimum of
£200,000 and such additional amount
as may be appropriated by Parliament.
To fully provide for depreciation
£600,000 a year is required.

Although the Commissioners are
naturally gratified that this much-
needed railway fiaancial reform is now
on the Statute Books, it is necessary to
dispel the widely held belief that, con-
‘currently with the reduction in the
railway capital account, fares and freights
- will be further reduced.

Absorbing Interest Relief

This will be readily apparent when
it is remembered that on the basis
of the present revenue, the relief in
interest charges (approximately £1,300,-
000) will be largely absorbed in meeting
the railway deficit (estimated at £478,-
000 in the current year) and the loss
of the Treasury recoups (amounting to
approximately £580,000 per annum) on
non-paying lines and freight reductions
on certain classes of agricultural pro-
duce, wool, live stock, etc.

In addition, the Department will
in future require to pay the statutory
contribution to the National Debt
Sinking Fund in respect of the railway
loan liabitity. This amounts to an
estimated sum of £120,000 per annum.
In the past, this payment has been made
from the Consolidated Revenue of
the State.

Although the reduction in the rail-
way capital account will not make it
practicable to further reduce fares
and freights immediately, the Com-
missioners confidently anticipate that
effective control of transport, and a
continuance of the general improve-
ment in business conditions will from
time to time make possible further
important concessions that otherwise
could not be contemplated.

Trains Now Saving 520 Hours a We
IMPROVED SERVICES THROUGHOUT STA

MILESTONE in the State-
A wide plan to accelerate train

services was passed last
month when the total reductions
in weekly travelling time exceeded
500 hours; the actual total is 520
hours. This notable achievement
is the result of an intensive over-
haul of train services that was
commenced early in 1934,

Reduced travelling time does not,
however, represent the full measure
of benefits made available to passengers.
Ranking equally in importance with the
faster schedules are the more conven-
ient departure and arrival times and
the results attained by the intro-
duction of many additional trains,

some running express throughous
for portion of the journey.

As demonstrating the meas.=
convenience to travellers by the =
departure and arrival times,
significant to mention that on!
important country train now
Melbourne before 8 a.m., anc
one arrives in Melbourne after I
The last country train to depar:
Melbourne is the 7.20 p.m.
train to Mildura.

Although much has been achievs
in making railway travelling
tractive, it must be stressed t
these substantial improvements r
resent merely a part of the cue
tinuous campaign to raise T
standard of train services thromge
out the State.

Railwaymen Being Taught
Gas Attack Protection

HE Commissioners are actively

co-operating in the Defence

Department’s plan to instruct
members of all State Government
Departments on the question of the
protection of the civil population
and of essential services against
gas attacks.

As the first step, a representative
railway group attended a series of
classes conducted by Defence De-
partment Officials last month. The
group comprised 25 representatives
from the principal railway sections in
the Metropolitan Area and at Geelong.

The objective is to have, as early
as possible, a trained nucleus, available
and qualified to assist in extending
the necessary knowledge among the
staff in the most vulnerable localities.

Mr. Commissioner N. C. Harris,
who represented the Department at
the recent preliminary conference con-

vened by the Chief Secretary’s
partment, and Dr. R. St

Steuart (Railways Medical =
were among those who attende
classes. e

SERVICE

‘ AM writing to thank ves
I the wonderful and kind
vice rendered by Condus
E. O’Sullivan and Guard J. Cag
my brother who was transfe
from the St. Vincent’s Heos
to Albury Hospital on a stres
by the 7.45 a.m. train recent
‘“ My brother was a very
man and needed great care haw
his hip and pelvis broken.
O’Sullivan, the Conductor, g
him every care equal to a =w
without neglecting his own dus
‘“ So once again thanking
staff for their kind attention.
—Mr. A. R. Bakes, of Chel
writing to the Chairman of Cc
sioners.

INTRODUCING—

torian Government Tourist Bu-

reau, who at the age of 31 ranks
among the State’s foremost authorities
on hiking. During the past |2 years
he has been out discovering the beauties
of Victoria, gather-
ing with each stride
a prodigious knowl-
edge of his State that
has made him the
authoritative coun-
sellor to thousands
of hikers. As the
leader of nine Mys-
- tery Hikes and 4
3y Skyline tours and
many other similar
tours, Maurice has
‘literally blazed the
trail for appreciative
‘‘ open-roaders,’’ oft-
en in some of the

MAURICE HARKINS, of the Vic-

most remote and inaccessible pz==
the State. He has established z»
viable reputation as an expert *
organiser whose plans have succzs
withstood the impact of the mes
expected emergencies. A good ws
he is, if anything, a better talke:
public speaker. Fluent and cons
he has displayed a determinatz
many closely-contested debates t*s
characterised his actions on soms
the more exacting hiking ventures
was the leader of the Victorias
ways Institute debating team =
several years ago annexed the Vica
Championship. But hiking is his pas
and if he eventually decides to mu
the subject of a book, hiking dew
no doubt will give it the imprime
‘ best seller.”’
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V.R. NEWS LETTER
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% . Personal Postscript |
w Newport Bandsman’s Dea.th

service in the Department,

Foreman Don. Rankin, of
the Newport Power House, last
month went on final leave prior
to retirement. That the veteran
was highly respected alike by senior
officials and the men under his
control was amply demonstrated
by the many appropriate speeches
delivered at his farewell functions.
Don. leaves behind him a reputa-
tion for consistently splendid ser-
vice. He was the first fitter on
the railway staff to be appointed
to the Newport Power House in
1918—when preparations were be-
ing made for the introduction of
the suburban electrified train ser-
vice. His ability soon marked
him out for promotion, and a
few years later he was appointed
Foreman Artisan on the Me-
chanical Maintenance staff. Many
railwaymen knew Don. when he
was employed at the Newport
Workshops from 1901 to 1918.
Don. was the central figure at a
pleasurable farewell smoke social

BRINGING to a close 36 years’

HERE was general regret
I throughout the Newport Work-
shops last month when it became
known that Mr. George A. Baxter
has succumbed to a stroke. Although
he had been employed there for only
a comparatively short period—12
years—he was well and popularly
known.

Born at Sheffield, England, and a
member of the Imperial Army during
the Great War, Mr. Baxter was also
an Imperial Bandsman. Soon after
joining the service, he became an
active and talented member of the
Newport Workshops Brass Band. He
was the first baritone player, and he
was a big factor in the general all-
round excellence of the Band’s playing.

Consisting of 30 members under
the Bandmaster (Mr. Hugh Niven)

and the Drum-Major (Mr. N. W.
Armstrong), the Band marched in
front of the hearse, and the late

Bandsman’s uniform was carried on
top of the casket.

- Representatives of the Munici-
pality, returned soldiers, lodge and
workshops attended the funeral.

Big Review of V.R
Activities Issue

OVERING 72 pages, the

cently issued ‘‘ Annual R

Prospectus and Magax
1936-1937 "' of the Victorian
ways Institute, presents an i
sive survey of the Institute’s
spread activities throughout
State. ‘

It is the first time that the
tions of the Institute have |
comprehensively reviewed.
cludes a surprising range of educ
sporting and social activitic
cater for every member of the
service—a special feature is
tensive references to the work
country branches.

In a foreword, Mr. Donald ¢
(General President) expresses
pleasure at the continued ince
membership. During the ve
membershxp reached the highe
(12,626) in the history of the I+
A significant record when 1=
membered that the total star?
Department is now several th
below that of the pre-des
years.

—_— e

January Birthdays

Railwayman Related to Royalty

EW people in the Commonwealth

have watched with closer interest

the developments which have
brought H.R.H. the Duchess of York
to the Throne as Queen of England
than a Victorian Railwayman—Dal
Bernard, of the Betterment and Pub-
licity Board. His family history shows
that he is closely related to the Queen,
who was originally Lady Elizabeth
Bowes-Lyon. The present Earl of
Strathmore (the Queen’s father) and
Dal’s father (Mr. H. L. C. Bernard)
were cousins. The latter’s grandmother
was Lady Mary Bowes-Lyon, who was
born at Glamis Castle, Scotland, the
birthplace of the present Queen. She
married Colonel Peter Bernard, and one
of their sons, Colonel Henry Lionel

Charles Bernard, together with his
wife and family, amongst whom were
Dal’s father, came to Tasmania many
years ago. Colonel H. L. C. Bernard
was prominently associated with the
Australian Military Forces in Hobart.
One of Dal’s cousins is the proud pos-
sessor of a letter she received from the
present Queen after the birth of
Princess Elizabeth, Heiress Apparent to
the Throne. Apart from his relation-
ship with the Royal Family, Dal, through
his military ancestors, can claim other
associations with the Crown of England.
One of his cousins in Sydney has a
levre sword—a family heirloom—which
was presented to his grandfather by
William V. —E.S.

END EYESTRAIN

with “C & G Glasses’

Have your eyes tested by our Qualified Opticians
SPECIAL CONCESSION

allowed to railwaymen and their families

’Phone, Central 10595

COLES & GARRARD ryy. Lta.

Sight Testing Opticians

370-2 BOURKE ST., MELBOURNE, ClI

FITTER and Turner R. G. Felis
Benalla, and Chainman F. C. R
of Way and Wks. Bch., Head Offic
first ; Repairer R. J. Rowe, of
and Ticket Checker A. Hunter, of ¢
st., on the second ; B.M. Help ]. |
of Newport Wkshops on the thire
gineer G. S. Luttrell, of Nth. Me
the fourth ; B. Maker] H. Thoma:
digo Nth., on the sixth ; Asst. C
Engmecr . G. H. MCDonald, 2
Shift Electrician H. O. Kraft, on the
Labr. A. R. Hall, of Melb Gooc
and Clerk C. H. Henshaw, of =:
Storehouse, on the eighth; Esta:
(Asst.) Al . Rogerson, on the
Clerk J. L. Adams, of the Acctey. &
the 10th; Clerk C. L. Myers,
Branch, and Rail Motor Driver
Fawkes of Numurkah, on the 11tk
of Road Transport ‘C. G. Wali
Repairer W. S. Taylor, of Macedo-
12th; Clerk J. E. Mills, of ]olxmu»
14th B.M. Help W. E. Dicke
Spotswood V\’kshops on the 15th
%sar Repr. J. H. Ennis, of Ni-
kshops. and Shunter A A Ha
of Newport Goods, on the 17th
T. O’Reilly, of Donald on the 18th
F. T. Haines, of Mmamo and Cle
Mullen, of Acctcy Bch., on the 1@
H. C. btanley of H.O. Dupllcaun
and Storeman J. ]J. Mackay, of =g
Storehouse, on the 20th; Repa
Rogers, of Yarram, on the 21
H. V. Taylor, of Nth. Melb. on 1=«
Clerk E. A. Pleydell, of Traffic :
the 23rd; Fireman J. Minehan
Melb. Loco, and Ganger P. D. ?
of Wodonga, on the 25th; Carpes
Stevenson, of Shepparton, on t=
B. & P. Board Member L. C.
Labr. P. J. Gurrie, of Colac,
Maker G. H. Oakley, of Printing
on the 28th ; Elec. Train Driver G
of Frankston, and Clerk G. A.
Acctey. Bceh., on the 31st.

Wholly set up and printed in Auss
the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens-street, North Melbourne,
Publishers— The Victorian Railwam
missioners,
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V.R. NEWS LETTER

February.

THE MONTH’S TOPIC

Mr. Clapp’s High

Tribute to Railwaymen

ESPONDING to a recent invitation
by the editor of an Interstate jour-
nal to discuss some of the out-

standing plans of the Victorian Railways
during 1937, the Chairman of Commis-
sioners (Mr. H. W. Clapp) expressed
himself as follows :—

New Era

o

. . . . Early this year, railroading
in this country will enter a new era :
our all-steel, semi-streamlined, air-
conditioned train for the Sydney
Limited service between Melbourne
and Albury will make its eagerly-
awaited appearance.

*“ This new train will unquestion-
ably offer a standard of rail travelling
comfort, convenience and safety that
has never before been approached in
Australian railway history.

‘“ Engineers, architects and crafts-
men are co-operating as a team ;
they are fully conscious of the epoch-
making work on which they are en-
gaged, and when the train eventually
takes its place on the rails, Australians
will have every reason to be immensely
proud of the skilled Australian work-
manship that has brought it into
being . . . "

Teamwork Praised

Mr. Clapp’s high tribute to the men
associated with the construction of the
train will be appreciated by railwaymen
in all sections of the Department.

It is well-merited praise, for all the
men are displaying that same high
standard of teamwork which has char-
acterised the State-wide operations of
the Department.

Traffic Builder

Although interest in the train has
spread throughout the Commonwealth
and beyond, Victorian Railwaymen pos-
sess perhaps the greatest personal
interest in this important development.

This train is not only a striking re-
minder of the modernity of railroading :
it presents a foretaste of the measures
being adopted to regain—and retain—
rail traffic that has been lost to other
forms of transport.

Big Locomotive Plans

Announced

URING the present year, the
D streamlining of two of the *'S”’

class locomotives and the con-
struction of a new type of locomo-
tive—'‘Pocono’’—will be undertaken
at the Newport Workshops.

Representing the first occasion on
which streamlining has been applied
on the Victorian Railways, the moder-
nised ‘S class locomotives will be
allotted for service on the all-steel
train now approaching completion at
the Newport Workshops.

The streamlining will conform
broadly to the streamlined effects
incorporated on overseas locomotives,
and apart from its value in reducing
wind resistance, the streamlining will
considerably enhance the striking ap-
pearance of the train.

Plans are also being prepared for
the building of the ‘“Pocono
locomotive, which will have the
greatest tractive power of any loco-
motive on the Victorian Railways.
Because of its great hauling power,
the new locomotive will eliminate
double-heading and reduce operat-
ing expenses.

Specially adapted for running over
heavy grades, this new locomotive,
which will be of the 4-8-4 type (4-
wheeled bogie in the front, 8-coupled
wheels and a 4-wheeled trailing truck),
will be used on the Melbourne—Ararat
section of the Melbourne-~Adelaide
service. The Jlocomotive will be
known as the ‘' H” class.

INTRODUCING—

ISS Dorothy Pettifer, who was re-

M cently appointed Photographic
Colourist and Retoucher—the
only position of its kind in the Depart-
ment. Selected from 70 applicants,
Miss Pettifer joins the service with a
well-established reputation for her skill
in this work.  For

s some years she was
associated with one
of Melbourne’s lead-
ing photographic

firms. She gained a
valuable  all-round
experience, particu-
larly in intricate col-
ouring of photo-
graphs featuring
the delicately-tinted
frocks  of  bridal
groups. From an

early age, Miss Pettifer has revealed a
flair for painting, and after a period as a
student at the National Art Gallery,
Melbourne, she was successful on several
occasions in having a number of her
landscape and flower studies selected
by prominent artists for inclusion in the
Victorian Arcists’ Society’s exhibitions.
Many fine examples of her artistry now
adorn the walls of her home.

Refreshment Servic
Busy Period

XCEPTIONALLY  heat-
E mands were made upon

tions of the Refreshment o=
Branch during the four weeks
ended January 9.

Train loads of local and ine=
Boy Scouts attending the Sou:*
tralian Centenary Celebration:
provided with meals during
train-stopping periods at Se
Melbourne, Ballarat and Ser
On December 25 and Januar
total of 1,668 Scouts for the tw
were catered for at Spencer
alone.

Both the Melbourne-Albu-
Melbourne—Ararat dining car
heavily patronised. For the
weeks ended January 9, near!
breakfasts were served betwe
bury and Melbourne, the dailv
of 100 being the highest for six

At The Chalet, Mt.
National Park, the average
number of guests between De

Service

“Travelling to Melbourne one ==
last month, a young girl was =
a new summer hat for the firs
Disaster came just after the traws
Ormond. Another train passed =
of wind entered the carriage a=u
went the hat underneath the tras

‘“ At the next station (Glezhs
the girl told the Stationmastes
telephoned Ormond, where the (s
in-Charge recovered the hat an
on the next Melbourne-bound

‘“ When the girl arrived in Mef
she found the guard of the trai=
had been an express from Glems
waiting for her with the hat
express had got in a minute 2k
her.

““ As for the hat, it was only tws
dints the worse for its chance = &
just how efficient our railways cas

—The Melbours

25 and January 14 was 141 :
same period of 1935/36, the -
was 132. _

Recording its second high=
duction figures, the Depz=
Bakery produced more than
meat pies during the 4 week
ended January 9. For the san
2,988 |b. of cake were made—15
quantity yet recorded.

And the Railways Nurser: -
ders Street station also par
in the rush of business.
December 5 and January -
children attended the Nurser
pared with 1,554 for the sams
of 1935/36, the average da:
dance being 90 compared wit*
average of 65 during the corres
period of last year.

‘“ Throughout this particular
period, all sections of the staff
out their duties in the most
worthy manner,” said Mr.
Bracher (Superintendent of ¥
ment Services). ‘‘ OQur patrom
greatly appreciated the splentu
vice they received.”



*$U0]
0z sy 3ndino Aplep whnwixew 23yl ‘dwn
juasaad ayg) 1y CAep Jad 331 Jo SUO3 7|
2onposd 03 pojed sem 3 p2J[eISUI Ssem
31 u2ym eyl 3d0ey 3l Aq p2iRIISTHOWdp
S1 SIYJ -AOT23SISUOD 2[qeqJew T [Yirm
uorpuny 03 SUINUPWOD SI J[ASIT AJIBUVIYD
-BUL Y] ‘IDIAIIS JO SIBIA gf SV

‘ssouyloows
Kigwiolsno  s3 yitm  spasdoxd 301
3o wononpoid ayy ‘Suruuni sawns

=21 Adurgorw oyl uaym 1Byl Iom
SIY1 1IN0 A11ed A9yl op [[Pa og -iled
£19A9 1940 sa4o Jradxa ‘[eonLrd Junseds
‘Alouryoelu 2p JO  JulluBWSIp pue
[neyI240 oI3eWR3SAS B 20URWIWIOD A3Y)]
‘595820 uononpmd usaypy | oo ‘Ajqes
-youd pUB—SNIOAN 90] SY1 JB Iluim
oys puads (seuo[ ‘f Jeall(] oulduy

sawil diniedap JUSIUSAUOD dI0W JO
IJauaq 2yl aaey oOsle [[Im siaduassed
‘sowinl  JUI[[aABI}  PIVOPAT pue  $IMA
-19s juonbaiy srow 03 uonippe uj
‘sule1} paxiw
Bunsixe oyl ueyl o01AIeS  Ioduassed
jo piepuels iowradns yonuwi e opiaoxd
1M srojowr [rew-1aduassed asayy ‘saul|
ajoroH~weysioyy pue  uolreddoyg
—21{00(J—9111RWEIRY] SY3 UO Juiuuni ul
pace[d Aj31usoa1 s9[d1Yaa pajured-4[aAn
-ounsip 9y1 se adAy swes syl JO
‘S2UI| UIqqeuIqlo)-2aaedai1seqy
wOSIYOINIy PuUE  }SaI10 — eIINIAIITH
‘q8noJoqAaepJeIRIY 393  jJo  {yoed
vo pajesado aq yim si2uassed udl JoJ
SJBas UEBP3S YIIm Jojow [rew-id3uassed
e ‘g &wnaqa_,l woxqg *Sauy Anygnod
2241} UTO P23NpPoJIUT 2( 0) ISE SsjU2W
-3a0xdurr 20TAJ2S U3} H'EIH.LHOE

HOIAYHAS NI SHOLOW
TIVIN-JHDNASSVd JJON

—-—

*901A19s 110dsuest spood pue 193uadssed e
se sAemjiel 23 jo Aiouedns punoa
-][8 9yl spuaLl] 119y} JuOwe $SAIIs
01 W3yl I[qeud [[IM IBYl UOlIBUWLIOJ
-ul oumboe UBD USWABM[IBI ‘Guul 01
QuWIll WOl painiedy aq [[Im Jeyl SIoej
Suipueisino ay) Supe[luiisse pue sjusw
-9SIISAPE 959Ul 10} Juiyolem Ag
AR §:-E 7
2U3 jo Aep AJ2A3 ®II0IDIA jo sdem
-ys81y 243 uo p2piy st wosaad 2uwo
23eJ 242 UEB U0 jeql Moys SpJodas
[ERIQ  -a3I[ 2[8ulS ' JO ssof 2y
moygm qres Aq pariaed u3aq 24aeyq
sra3uassed UOI[{IW  QGH‘l  ‘SaEA
uy, I J2qUI2WIdS PINOYS WA
-Aempe.x JBY) 10®BJIX2 U SI 2J3Y
‘sem|lgy UBLIOIDIA 9]
uo jaae1l jo £19jes ayi uodn paoerd
3uiaq st siseydwyg Cpeinied) Sulaq
938 301a13S Aem[lel 3l JO Alfiqepuad
-op pue paads ‘210jwod ‘Aldjes ‘sured
-Jeq 21e] oyl uodn sjutod juslfeg
‘ssou
-2A1109J9 SUiSIII8APE JO WNWIXEW 3Y3
Burasiyoe oFessow yoes jo Aporduus
plemJojiysdierys ayl ‘spiom jo Iaquinu
WNWIUIW e UleIU0d SIUIWISIIIOAPE 3]
‘suonjeIsn(i JuIINs AQ PIIBIOI(]
‘UOIIUDIIE PESJdSIPIM BulldeLIIR DB
ssadedsmsu Ajiep auanoq)ep] ay2
ul wuswidedsg oyl Aq psadasul V
syuswasiuaApe Aejdsip HNJLSIYY

i S44dVd A1V NI
3S3HL 404 HOL1VM

Liruonelg pue uddU "y ], 231vy)-ur
-I913]) RIS Syl JO Om J,—3 IIITIM
dY) Ul 0) UWAI] O YN
‘3anBy leyy asdijos Jjim
poruiad  Bunersdo ;g¢-9g6] Yl 3Byl
$9)JBOIpUI §SQUISN JO Swn[oAa juasard
9yl ! paol sem $YoNI3 gg('g JO Jaqumu
10721 B ‘ge-Zg6] Ul SHIOM 99T a1
03 3ud0e(pe Juipis 9yl JULISIUD $yoniy
JO wea1ls Ajlgp 1UBISUOD B SI 2I3Y}
syluow urendd sunnp pue ‘syonpoid
pauoilusw 924yl 1814 9yl Jo 1iodsuen
1adoid ayy 1oy ajqesuadsipur sI 39]
"UIBdID
pue 2s22y2 ‘saJ03s [000 wos)y sadde
‘saead 3x0dxa ‘aa3inq  Se SAPIPOLBTOD
a1qeystiad Agdrq yons Sujdired ‘sjyonsy
SpooS p2je[nsul ur uoljpun) juejrodwy
ue swJojyiad jndino sig3 jJo poym Y3l
sowy “331 Jo suo) 00§'€ Jo 23eJaae
ue onpoad porrad jeyy 3urInp syJom
23 ‘SYIUOW UW2A3S Inoge jo porrdd e
3240 Aep yoses Ajsnonupnuod JuneradQ

21qesuadsipu] 23]

‘suresy 1a8usssed Anunod uo
I9jem Bulyulip Jul[00d> 10} puUB SWOOX
JUDWIYSIIJIL 10j ‘SONI1 PIje[nsul IO
901 jo Ajddns jo 90inos Apeai-13a3
9yl aIe Aoy, -ssau[ngasn jo Jeak
pIgF 113yl uo SULIIIUI MOU JIB SHIOMN
93] 9yl ‘spayg Spoor) UINOQIAIA
9Y1 JO PUD YII0U Syl Ie PAREMIG
——§ SYION O] Y} Y 2I20M
"1a3em oand 1oy - 1 "8op zg¢ 1e Ioed
s9yB} 93ueyd s1YJ, °"plos e 03 pmbi
B woij padueyd sey 31 219ym 3I913ap
B 01 armesaduId) Ul paonpal uaeq sey
1Yl I91em ST 90]—; 22] SI jeygp

‘Juounseda(] 9yl jo 1ounlpe iueyiodun
A1yS1g 194 umouwd-9[1I[ B Jo Jurylowos
uswAem[iel [[21 01 PapRp BRI
SMaIN ,, 9Yl pPUB ‘PIA[OS 3Q O} A1ISIP
puryj siya Jo swojqoid Jeuosesy
*A)1024409 Auv admsuv 01 psqvf pup
—suosanb 255yl 4320 paiapuod usudlvos
-y uszop-v-fjof] c ot g apuIm
Y1 ur 05 udmIN Op IYM
c oGSy 3] [pruswgavda(y
91.[] 240 349Y N 5'3.7_1 st LVH

PIAJOS
ST AJASAN V

uosWE[IM TN

's3UNo2dYy jo J3jjodzdwo)

*Zp 30 23e Ajaed Appaneaedwod
gourag 243 JO PUBWIIOD UY PUOI™
jorodde 031 UOIS2p  SIITOISSTES
2493 Aq P2131Isal Apuanbola st
Surpuesino Sig JadoeIERYD juELa
ge Jo 3JJom [eJOURUI} IIM pales
Ay2ande 2wed2q 27 wopisod yoms
“JDPYO Je102dg Se [g6] Ul jUdUnE
STy 03 P2 Uaw2[Iuas 252y} JApuUn 3
-33 2y wopeaidsul pue 3Jujuien

‘uoieH " "H A
pue SWEIN[IAA "y pue usuudlg
"SISSOJA]  YUm  AJ9SO[0  paYI¢
3sod  JBYl U] SHUNODDY  JO
-dwo)) 9yl 01 {190 [euosiad pai:
sem 9y ‘gzl ul  sdio) Suri.
sd10)) [awre)) ‘asI0L] Jyd1) ayy u
-$202N$ UOISSIUWIOD B 3UIp|Oy

QY3 wl peoiqe Sem 9Y ‘Ozl -
wos]  g0¢l  duls  (Yosuely
A>uejunoddyy) DIAIIS DY} Ul

wRq sy NOSIWVITIIM "cl
IIAIDS “FI'VY P
‘youerg ayl Jjo o
WOl PIAIsddI pey 9y 31oddns
34l JO 9IsnBOAQq A[UO  paIjewLs
a1m AdUl 1Byl | 192307] SMAN
PIoY 24 INg ‘pasierd Ajwiem Uaac
SuUaWdofaAdp 9[(QBIOU IIY10 puE
Ul SHUSWIdADIYDE  SWIBI[[IAN =
*0332Y3Tq  veyj; Ja)[ied yonw w
Burqaom JO S3INSdI Y3 pUe pasy
2q 03 jpawijaedag 2Yyj jo suonm
SROTIPMIP AW 243 10J 21qIssod mon
PUE PaYSI[OQE TU22Q SBY HJIOM JO m
-Tjdup 2aISBadXHy -A0UDIDIJ2 SI1 p@
-UOmI2P SPY WIISAS 1) ‘YoOrRIyg Iy
spuaTndo24A2Pp jueioduuy 1SOUT Y)Y =
Se  Pp2siudooas  A[qesduasn -Jupume
32MMISI 3O  WAISAS 3l p2onp
PUe PIsiuedIo swer YAl ‘7€61 3
‘sau
upny pue AJUBIUNOIDY Y] ]
-e3fewe 9yl ut 1ied Suipedf e T
9y ‘I3le] SIBOA om], ‘youeig
Jo spoyipw Buidasyooq Sy1 pe
-UR pue pastuedIoar Yy ‘gzel
-sjuawidojaaap youelg JuEL
ul ssjor Fuipead] podeld sey au
‘yourrg Syl JO Suolleoylwlel
Ym  PIjeIoOSSE  AJ9IBWIIUL QUL
jo uonuod 1018013 9Y3 I0J UQ =
‘s1edA 1§ UeY) 210Ul 10J Youelq :
Joquiawl ¥ "3sod mau sy 10] pacdis
-[lom Apie[noizied SI SWEI[[IAN -
ACAEN
-21 oym ‘upuualg ‘. I, 1A A
pariied A[qeded 0s uonesIuTWpeE 7
JBY) JO 92URNUIIUOD B JINSUS [{lx
Yormgm o3po[mouy B S0YJO madu
1ay3 03 3uliq S{edWo asay3l 1,1/

SLUBI[|LAA "

S1SOd 404 a3iddiNn®3a-113M H.LOE

sjaIYyD youeag Adouejunoddy MIN

juelsissy o uonsod ayy o3 pajow
-04d sem ‘uajjoazdwod ayj o3 IdDYO
[e123dg Al4awii0) ¢\ D] ‘UOSWEI||IA
f 3 s saeek g 3sed ay3 o)
49]joa3dwon jueysissy udaq pey aH
's3Unoddy jo J3jjoszdwo) pajurtodde
yiuow 3se| sem oym ‘io3ipny  saiued
-woy  PasuddIY YOIV ‘Swellm
'Y A SEM ISP Jeyl  sAemjiey
UBLIOIDIA 9Y3 ul UIBWAd 03 PISIA
-pe SEM 3y 3nq ‘adIAIIG dljgnd YI[eom
-uowiwoD) 9yYyjy o3 jusdwguiodde

40} uoneulwexs ayjy passed >49)d>

youeag Aouejunoddy ue ‘Zisl N

YILLIT SMEN "T'A

LE6T ‘Kuavna



V.R. NEWS LETTER

February

e

Personal Postscript

23k

q“

MINISTER’'S SECRETARY RETIRES

FTER occupying the position of

Secretary to the Minister for the

past 214 years, Mr. T. P. Lynch
retired last month on his 66th birthday.
At the request of the Minister (Hon.
A. L. Bussau, M.L.A.} he had remained
in the service for one year beyond the
usual retiring age. Mr. Lynch has been
the ideal Secretary to Ministers repre-
senting |5 different Governments, many
of them being public men whose names
are associated with historic landmarks
in the State’s progress. As Secretary,
Mr. Lynch has been the repository of
many official secrets, and his strict
sense of duty won the admiration of
Ministers representing different political
parties. Above all, they have appre-
ciated the extensive knowledge and

advice which he has placed at their

past 30 years.

disposal. Although appointed to the
railway service as a junior porter in
1889, he immediately took up duty in
the Engineer-in-Chief's office. He was
one of the railway staff transferred to
the Railway Construction Branch on
its establishment in 1892, He was
promoted Chief Clerk of the Branch in
1904 ; 12 years later he became Secre-
tary to the Minister. His tenure of
that office (21} years) just exceeds by
three months the record term of his
predecessor, the late Mr. 1. R. Patterson.
Mr. Lynch’s exceptional knowledge of
the State, gained during tours with the
various Ministers, is perhaps rivalled
only by his familiarity with the laws of
cricket. He is an enthusiast in all
grades of the game and has seen every
Test Match in Melbourne during the

M.

Successor

R. T. S. Lingford, Chief
M Clerk of the Construction

Branch, who has been ap-
pointed to succeed Mr. Lynch as
Secretary to the Minister, is no
stranger to the important duties
he has now taken over. For many
years past, he has acted as Secre-
tary to the Minister during Mr.
Lynch’s absence on annual vaca-
tions. In addition, he has gained
much invaluable experience of
Cabinet and Parliamentary pro-
cedure during his term as Chief
Clerk. Proposals for the con-
struction of new lines were sub-
ject to investigation by the Par-
liamentary Standing Committee
on Railways, and Mr. Lingford
was intimately associated with
these enquiries and the subsequent
submission of legislation to Par-
liament. It is a coincidence that
in becoming Chief Clerk of the
Construction Branch and Secre-
tary to the Minister, he has on each
occasion succeeded Mr. Lynch.
Mr. Lingford joined the Construc-
tion Branch in 1910. —R.M

Opticlans.

HEADACHESa EYESTRAIN

COLES & GARRARD

870-2 Bourke Street, Melbourne.

Railway Romance

WO members of the service

whose work has been the sub-

ject of much admiration by
railway travellers—Joe Forster and
Miss Marjorie Brown—were mar-
ried last month. Joe is an assist-
ant in the Photographic Division,
and his ability is represented by
the many fine tourist photographs
that meet the appreciative eyes
of passengers in railway car-
riages. The preparation of these
prints is one of his many jobs in
the studio. Ten years ago, Miss
Brown became the first Photo-
graphic Colourist and Retoucher
ever employed by the Department.
From the inception of her Depart-
mental career, she exhibited a
versatility and capacity that made
her one of the most valuable
members of the studio staff.
Possessing a more than average
colour sense, Miss Brown excelled
herself in featuring, with restraint,
the natural beauties of innumer-
able scenic photographs. She was
for a period a student at the
National Art Gallery. —C.W.

BANISHED WITH
“C. & G.”” GLASSES
Glasses are only fitted after a thorough
eye test.
Qualified Opticians always in atrendance.

SPECIAL DISCOUNT

allowed to Railwaymen and their
families.

Ply. Ltd.

|

l

Interstate Rail Crick
This Month

RICKET teams
C the Victorian,

Wales and Queensland
ways will meet in the annua
angular competitions this ma
With the '* Mick Simmons’
lenge Cup as the coveted trs
three two-day matches will be o
at the St. Kilda Cricket Gre
commencing on February 8.

Mr. Roy Kidd, Sports =
of the Victorian Railways I:
who will be the manager of :
torian team, expects form of
standard to be displayed. (
land, he said, now holds the
Victoria’s team is sure to
bid for the honour of retair
Cup during the following yea:

Included in the Victorias
are two well-known  Colli=u
cricketer-footballers — l.en.
and Ron. Todd. Ien. is a su
fast bowler in the Collingw«
trict Team, while Ron. 1s
all-rounder in the railways
tion.

-
February Birthdays
CLERK J. R. Rowe, of Trafhc

the first; Storeman-in-Charg
Maclean, of Bendigo, and Clerk 5. %
of Acctcy. Beh., on the second ; L.
Elliott, of Train Lightg. Depor a=
man-in-Charge J. Hynes, of Ni*
on the third; Sig. Porter A. F. (
Beeac, on the fourth ; Clerk R. |
of Melb. Goods, and Optg. Por
Clark, of North Port, on the 1
Foreman A. Chapple, of Melb. Y
sixth ;  Estate Officer R. F. Cal:
Clerk P. H. Chamberlain, of Ac:
on the seventh; Driver H. S !
Reservoir, and 'B. Maker J. «
Sporswood Wkshops., on the eigh:
& 'Turner C. Home\\'ood, of N
Loco., and Storeman-in-Charge A
bound, of Spotswood, on the 10th
Wkshops Manager G. A. Cun
11th; RM.O.’s Clerk D. M. I
B. Maker S. W. Ellen, of Newpor:
on the 12th; Clerk A. C. Austin.
Bceh., Repr. S Ryan, of Echuca, anc
Rates Officer M. Rldgway of Tr
on the 13th ; Elec. Subn. Guard R
of Flinders St., on the lith; *
R. W. Cecil, of He:delberg, Asst
H. J. Harman, of Spotswood
and Spl. Inquiry Officer T. J. *
the Iath; Firter C. G. Hill, «
St., and Shif[ Elecn., of Jolimw
16th ; Fencer F. A. Robertson.
St.. on the 17th; Ganger J. H

Pimpinio, and Clerk E. C. Barnes
Bch.,, on the 18th; Carpenter
ming, of Nth. Melb., on the v
Pass. & TFreight Agt. ]. McClL
the 20th; Driver J. R. Morrisc-
larat, and Repr. V. L. Williams«
sternwick, on the 2l1st; Elec. M
Self, of Spencer St., on the 2u-

J. K. Donald, of Room [, and ¢
Boyd, of Acctey Bceh., ¢n the 23
Labr. J. W. Scott, of Ballarat, or
Clerk J. W. McNamara, of Stor
the 26th; Supt. of Train Sen
Price, Fitter T. R. Edmunds, o
and Ganger W. ]J. Russell, of
on the 2ith; Chief Elec. Eng:-
Colwell, and Appce. Sailmaker A.
of Newport Wkshops, on the 281}

Wholly set up and printed in A%
he Victorian Railways Printizg
Laurens-street, North Melbourns
Publishers— The Victorian Railws
missioners,
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THE MONTH’S TOPIC

Department’s Big
Publicity Activities

EFERENCE elsewhere in this issue
R to the radio publicity campaign
now being undertaken by the
Department is a reminder of the ex-
tensive nature of the general publicity
activities of the Victorian Railways.
Fully recognising that to sell its
principal product—travel—it was im-
perative that the attractions of that
product should be widely publicised,
the Administration has steadily created
a publicity organisation which functions
on a scale unsurpassed by any other
railway system in Australia.

Media
Employed

RACTICALLY every modern pub-

licity medium is employed : folders

and posters (letterpress and pic-
torial) ;  descriptive articles ; Neon
electric signs ; calico signs ; pictorial
show cards in the windows of the
Victorian Government Tourist Bureau
and its branches ; display and letter-
press advertisements in newspapers
and magazines ; railway carriage space
advertisements ; screen slides, &c.

These media, supplemented by a
series of sound films, are also used on
a widespread scale in featuring Vic-
toria’s tourist resorts and the road,
rail, sea and air transport services to
those centres.

In addition, the Department has
prepared and issued many thousands of
posters and folders featuring a wide
range of primary products.

1,500,000 Pieces
Of Publicity

OT the least important phase is
N the publicity directed towards
inculcating in the minds of the
people of Victoria a greater appre-
ciation of the invaluable asset they
possess in the national railway system.

Some idea of the comprehensive
nature of the Department’s publicity
will be gained from the fact that ap-
proximately 1,500,000 pieces of pub-
licity are now printed and distributed
each year.

Earlier, Faster Newspaper Trai

COUNTRY AND SUBURBAN SERVICES

“WE wish to express to you our very
sincere thanks for the prompt
manner in which you have again come
to help in providing an earlier news-
paper delivery to Warrnambool, the
schedule being to arrive at that town
at 8.30 a.m.—hours ahead of the previous
service.

‘“ Already we have received con-
gratulatory notices from the news-
agents and residents in Colac, Camper-
down, Terang and Warrnambool, and
we can assure you again that we very
much appreciate your remarkable te-
nacity and singleness of purpose in get-
ting things done.”

—The Circulation Manager, ‘‘ The Sun
News-Pictorial,” writing to Mr. M. A,
Remfry, General Superintendent of Trans-
portation.

* * *

HE service mentioned 1is the

*“ Fast News-Goods ” to War-

nambool which was introduced
last month. Hauled by an mmproved
‘“A2”"  locomotive, this train leaves
Spencer Street at 2.5 a.m., and,
running to a greatly accelerated sche-
dule, 1t enables residents of the
Western District to receive the Mel-
bourne morning newspapers substan-
tially earlier than previously.  Con-
signees of goods are also aided ma-
terially.

In recent months, the Department
has given special attention to faster
running by ‘‘ newspaper ”’ trains in
other parts of the State, notably on
the Bendigo, Ballarat and Bairnsdale
lines.

A comparison of typical present

and former arrival times indicates
the results achieved :—

Former Present
Colac ... Arr. 7.0 am. 5.26 a.m.
Camperdown 8.26 a.m. 6.28 a.m.
Terang ... ,, 10.13 am. 7.13 a.m.
Warrnambool ,, 12.45 p.m. 8.30 a.m.
Bendigo ... " 5 6.0 a.m.
Ballarat » 5.30 a.m.
Bairnsdale " 10.30 a.m.

Correspondingly earlier &
of newspapers are also being -
at intermediate stations.

Suburban residents in a wic-
area are also being convenience
this plan of earlier newspz
liveries. Instead of leaving M-
for Williamstown, Heidelber:
ringham and Broadmeadows
first electric trains, the nec
are now conveyed in parcels
which are scheduled ahead
first trains.

On the Upper Ferntree (.
the parcels coach now lea:
bourne at 4.15 a.m., instead
a.m. For some time past,
coach has been serving the
line, departing from Melb
3.10 am.

‘“ ANYWHERE TO ANYWEE
FARES—FIRST YEAS®

EBRUARY 28 marked
F of the first 12 months

greatly reduced ‘‘ Anvws
Anywhere >’ country return fu-=
introduced.

Covering reductions of
to 60 per cent. below the
return fares, these ‘‘ Any
Anywhere ” fares have prove
tive inducements for people
perience the safety, com:
dependability of railway tras«

To be continued unt!l
notice, these fares have ampl:
their introduction. The revers

passenger business has be=s
maintained, thus Indicating
stantial increase "in the nu

passenger journeys.

INTRODUCING

ELECTRICAL Mechanic Albert Pat-

terson, of Spencer Street, whose
hobby must be unique among the
22,000 railwaymen—he is a shark
fisherman ! Purely as an incidental, he
might seek flathead,

» whiting, bream, etc.,
but his main objec-
tive every week-end
during the summer is
the shark. He has
been fighting these
monsters for over 30
years, and when
asked to indicate the
number he has caught
he laconically an-
swered : ** Oh, it
must be well over
200.”" Some exciting
experiences in shark-infested waters off
the Queensiand coast first gave him the
idea ‘‘ that there is no sport in the
world like it.”” Now, he is Victoria’s

best known and most success
catcher : he is profoundly diss;
if he does not triumph over a:
shark a month. Although he
regards his penchant for sha-
as affording the peak of ex:
others see it as an invaluable w
contribution  towards mak
beaches safer for bathing. 2
is a tip from him: Don't e
too far on days when there
wind. The water is warmer ==
days—and the sharks like the
that way. Albert is a returnes
having served three years w«
A.LF.; three years of respite
sharks, anyway ! Last mon:=
pectantly prepared for his anrus
He said he was keen to ge: &
several places along the coas
the shark fishing prospects
to be particularly bright. By
he also has caught nearly 300 s
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V.R. NEWS LETTER

Marc

s
+
Waged War on Wrinkles

HEN  Billposters Wally
W Crawford and Tom Skeggs
retired last month, the V.R.
Advertising Division was deprived
of the services of two of its most
popular and efficient men. Bill-
posting on a day when a station
platform is swept by a tornado-
like wind appears an exasperating
and difficult undertaking. Ac-
tually, it is very simple—if you
are an expert like these two
veterans. Relentlessly they waged
war on the wrinkles that appear
on an inexpertly displayed poster
and disfigure it in much the same
fashion as the wrinkles that appear
on the human countenance. They
were the beauty specialists who
put the finishing touches upon the
work of the poster artist and
printer—and in doing so, they
made an invaluable contribution
towards maintaining the high re-
putation of V.R. station hoardings.
Evidently the thoroughness of
Wally and Tom has communicated
itself to their colleagues in the
Advertising Division for, as a
farewell gesture last month, they
presented them with a complete
smokers’ outfit : pipes, tobacco,
pipe-cleaners—and matches, too.
—M.G.

New Estate Officer _

N becoming Estate Officer, Mr. E.

Cappi also becomes the State's big-

gest “‘landlord '’ : on behalf of the
Department he controls property which
yields a yearly rental of nearly £150,000.
He is a Licensed Surveyor, a Member of
the Victorian Institute of Surveyors and
a Fellow of the Commonwealth Insti-
tute of Valuers. Supplementing these
qualifications is a long and varied ex-
perience in all phases of land activities.
A railwayman for 38 years, Mr. Cappi
entered the Estate Office in 1910.
Since then he has passed through the
various grades, exhibiting in each a
capacity that foreshadows a successful

Personal Postscript

L
-ﬁ;@

term while presiding over this im-
portant section of the Department.
Having attained that post, he still ap-
preciatively recalls the advice and in-
spiration he received many years ago
from the late Superintending Roadmaster
C. T. Spencer, the father of Mr. W. G.
C. Spencer, Officer-in-Charge, Geelong
Goods. ‘“Mr. Spencer was a gentle-
man,”” Mr. Cappi said. ‘‘ His devotion
to the Department’s interests was un-
paralleled in my experience. He also
took the keenest pleasure in imparting
his wide railway knowledge to the
juniors. Remembering his influence
upon my career, | would say to the
younger railwaymen : Listen ; the
cleverest man can still learn about his
business.”’ —A.R.D.

And Assistant

S Assistant Estate Officer, Mr. A,

H. Rogerson should prove in-

valuable in aiding Mr. Cappi to
administer the widespread activities of
the office. Entering the Estate Office
27 years ago, he is now the official with
the longest period of service in that
section. During that time, he has
been closely connected with many of
the most important land acquisitions
for railway purposes. Before transfer

Rare Coincidence

R. R. F. CALCUTT’S retire-
ment last month from the
position of Estate Officer recalls
the unusual coincidence that four
former occupants of a high De-~
partmental post are still alive.
The terms of the Estate Officers
concerned are:
Mr. R. H. Taverner (1903-1916—
the first Estate Officer); Mr.
G. Roberts (1916-1927); Mr.
R. A. Rankin (1927-1934) ; and
Mr. Calcutt (1934-1937).

to the Head Office, he had a wide,
practical experience of railroading in
the Transportation Branch. Mr. Roger-
son regards the 12 years he spent ‘‘ out-
side ' as affording him an invaluable
background in handling the real estate
affairs of the Department. He joined

SPECIAL CONCESSION TO RAILWAYMEN AND THEIR
FAMILIES

Headaches Eased
with “C & G’s”

Glasses are only fitted after
a thorough eye examination.

COLES & GARRARD

870-2 Bourke Street, Mejbourne.

Opticians.

Pty. Ltd.

the railway service in 1897, anc s

successively through the g

junior clerk, telegraph operator

and night officer, being locz
varying terms at Ballarat,
Castlemaine, Warragul and Colz
to appointment as Assistan:

Officer, he was in charge of

fessional staff of the office.

Here are the Answers

1. (a) 568 in both directions.
tween 5 p.m. and 6
in both directions.

x ok ok

2. (a) Noble Park.
than 6,000
(¢} Last
dozen.

birds at
financial

the
year,

* * *

p.m.—47

3. The weight per yard of i

Actually, however, the weight
a rail, according to

4. Three—The Chalet, Mt.
National Park ; ‘‘ Hotham H
Mt. Hotham ; and “ The Bu=
Mt. Feathertop.
* *

*

Aus
Standards, is 10136 1b. per vass
& %

5. £1,677,000 — (1,494,000 Aust=

made ; (183,000 imported.
* * *

6. From Morkalla to Cudgewa
tance of 6631 miles.

(b) There are

March Birthdays
TATIONMASTER H. B. Mct

Terang, on the first; Clerk ¢
Carns, of G. & A.s Bran
second ; Commissioper M, J. Car

Board Member T. F. Brennan, and
S. Steel, of W. & W. Bch., on ¢
Fireman 1. Newton, of Nth. Me
Painter V. P. Lyons, of Nth. Melb..
H. P. Brennan, of G. P. &. F.
on the fourth; Shunter W. J. !
Melb. Yd., Elec. Train Driver E. |
of Jolimont, and Clerk V. P. \!
of Acctcy. Bch. on the fifth:
L. F. Malcolm, of Bittern, on
Auditor of Expenditure N. J. Les:
seventh ; Shunter A, B. Murray,
Yd., on the eighth; Fitter & Turr
Shepherd, of Nth. Melb. Loz
A. Shirrefl, of Geelong Loco., =-
W. H. Conroy, of G. P. &. IF. A’
the Juth; Clerk C. McGregor,
Services Engineer’s Office, and C!
O’Gorman, of Spotswood Wkshor
house, on the 11th; U’gear Repa::
H. C. Pedder, of Geelong Loco.. =
Shunter H. T. Lester, of Flinder
on the 12th: Minor Machin:
McAlcese, of Newport Wkshor
Ldg. Hd. B’'maker A. Fraser,
Melb., on the 14th; Architect L.
of W. & W. Bch.,, and Iron '
J. W. Brown, of Spotswood, on *
Stationmaster J. J. Lewis, of C
on the 18th ; Engine Cleaner H. M
of Toolamba, and Skld. Labr. R
of Caulfield, on the 19th; Labou-
Ellis, of the Printing Works, cn °
Repairer J. D. Maltby, of Taradz
29nd ; Staff Clerk J. A. Norris, of ©
Bch., and Clerk E. M. Kavanagh.
Goods, on the 23rd; Skid. Latb-
Frederickson, of Nth. Melb., on *
Shift Elecn. C. Crosbie, of
Power House, on the 25th; Ci
H. L. Dickinson, cf R. S. Bel
26th ; Optg. Porter N. J. Keating.
ford, Clerk A. R. Loveless, of =¢
Storehouse, and Supt. Loco. Su:
Dillon, on the 28th; Ticket Chec:
Martin, of Spencer-st., and Cler
Dixon, of Acctcy. Beh., on the 2u:
man T. T. O’Connor, cf Nth. Ne
on the 31st.

Wholly set up and printed in Aus
the Victortan Railways Printing
Laurens-street, North Melbourne,
Publishers— The Victorian Railwas
missioners,
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V.R. NEWS LETTER

Here are the Facts!

VERY member of the service is
urged to acquaint himself with
the following facts taken from the

Commissioners’ statement regarding
the Department's financial position
consequent on the reduction of the
Capital liability.

As from July | next, the railway
interest bill will be reduced by ap-
proximately £1,300,000. But ... Con-
currently, the Treasury will discontinue
the subsidies for freight reductions and
non-paying lines (£577,000 for this year),
while the Department will have to pay
its contribution to the National Sinking
Fund—hitherto paid by the Treasury—
which amounts to £120,000. These two
items total £697,000 : cthus the net
gain through the reduction of the in-
terest bill is £603,000.

After making provision for the
deficit on the basis of the railway re-
venue and expenditure (£478,000),
there would be a surplus in next year’s
railway accounts of £125,000.

Apart from other inescapable ad-
ditional costs, however, the expendi-
ture next year, compared with the
Budget estimate of 1936/37, will be
increased by nearly £200,000 on account
of basic wage increases and increases
recently granted to metal trades
workers. These wages increases alone
would convert the surplus shown above
into a deficit of £75,000.

£400,000 for Depreciation

Moreover, if next year’s accounts
were to include proper provision for
depreciation, approximately £400,000
more than was provided in this year’s
estimates should be included. If that
were done, it would increase the de-
ficit for next year by a corresponding
amount and the figure so derived would
truly represent the result of the year’s
operations.

As regards the question of a further
reduction in fares and freights, the
Commissioners clearly pointed out in
their last annual report that the relief
in interest charges through the Capital
reduction would be almost absorbed
in meeting the loss of the Treasury
recoups, Sinking Fund payments and
the railway deficit.

They also made it clear that further
concessions could only be contemplated
if the reduction in the Railway Capital
Account were -associated with a con-
tinuance of the general improvement
in conditions and effective control of
transport.

So long as it is necessary to make
drastic reductions in goods rates,
the revenue, although it will be ‘con-
served, cannot appreciably increase.
This position, combined with heavy
additional expenditure for wage in-

(Continued in Column 2z)

“PAINTED LADIES”

INSPIRED by a recent cable message
from Melbourne concerning the new
and distinctive colors for traims, sta-
tions, signal boxes, etc., on the Victorian
Railways system, a writer in the ‘‘* Man-
chester Guardian > (England) produced
the following verses :(—

The puff-puffs of Down Under
Have gone exceeding gay;
| note with awe and wonder
Their elegant display.
Rose-red, dove-grey, and yellow,
Or striped like zebras’ backs—
We have not got their fellow
On any British tracks.

Of streamlined locomotion

We hear much talk indeed,
But here’s a braver notion

To back the craze for speed.
Trains ought to do their duiy

By speeding fast and hard,
Buc are the claims of beauty

To pass without regard?

Ah, no—let us, too, follow
Australia’s mauves and jades;
We might yet beat her hollow
In choice and arty shades.
The new year now emerging
Should bring us brighter yields,
With the pastel puff-puffs surging
Through bonny British fields!

INTRODUCING—

ALL Officer Wally Wedgwood,

of the Administrative Offices,

Spencer Street, whose replies to
questions almost equal the Brad-
manesque totals submitted yearly to
The Man in Grey. Twenty-six years in
the  Administrative
Offices—I10 as Hall
Officer—have given
Wally an encyclo-
paedic grip of the
ramifications of the
200-odd rooms. Peo-
ple entering the
building for the first

time are dismayed
by its huge bulk
and elongated cor-

ridors, but Wally, with alertness and
tact, soon facilitates their movements to
the desired rooms. ‘‘My most amusing
experience? ' answered Wally. ‘‘Yes.
Some years ago, a rather excitable man
asked me to direct him quickly to Mr.
Major. | told him there was no one of
that name here. With obvious annoy-
ance, he fiercely replied: * Rubbish, my
man, utter rubbish. Think, Mr. Major—
Mr. M-a-j-o-r. He’s prominent in the
Stores Branch.” |began telling him some
names—Messrs. Coleman, Morgan, Far-
reily, Sergeant - - — ‘By, jove !’ he
exclaimed, that’s the man. Sergeant!
i thought his name was Sergeant-Major—
and | must have given you the wrong
haif !

creases already effective, and for re-
placements and renewals deferred during
the depression years, must inevitably
postpone any general reductions in the
charges on the lower classes of traffic,
which are not subject to competition
by road transport.

Suburban Sunday T
Services Best Yet

ITH the introduction o-
7 last of later ‘‘last’
ban trains to and fro=
bourne on Sunday nights, e
comprehensive and frequent
ever scheduled on Sundays
available for train travellers.

Since December, 1935, tF
been three important over
Sunday suburban train ser:
from each there have emerge:
tions and additions that have
in widespread improvements.

Prior to December 29, |
of the ‘‘last ” trains from M«
on Sunday nights left as earl:
p.m. The latest ‘‘last” -
Melbourne was the 10.55
Oakleigh. On that date,
trains were introduced and t*
ture times of three others wers
These new services providec
departure times of the ‘ las
on most lines, the last train
Melbourne being the 11.7
Glenhuntly.

Trains at Midnight

Following a further inve
11 additional trains were =
as from October 4 last. In m
provision was made for the
trains to leave Melbourne
suburbs at or after 11 p.m.
11.12 p.m. in several cas
development made the
times of the ‘‘ last ™ trains ;
uniform.

Now the ‘‘last” traips
Melbourne for the suburbs b
11.32 p.m. and 12 midnight @
trains depart from Melboursne
midnight.

For passengers from the
to Melbourne, there are now
which leave the terminal
after 12 midnight—the earli:
inner-suburban train to Mel
the 11.36 p.m. from Essend
the last train is the 12,17 =
Kew.

100 Extra Trains

In addition to these impr
in the Sunday night train
notable alterations were et
the convenience of trave
Sunday mornings. On No
last, the services were cor
ively reviewed, resulting in
trains to and from the subur
up to 20 minutes earlier.
parture times of the country
trains were similarly altes
enabling passengers to spenc
period at country centres
these trains.

An outstanding feature of tk
was the introduction of more
additional trains to and from M«?
between 9.20 a.m. and 1 p.m-
a period when only a few tra
in runniog.
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Personal Postscript

S.0.S. From Queensland Quickly Answered

HEN Queensland’s Railway Com-

missioner recently asked Mr.,

Clapp to send an official ur-
gently to Brisbane to overcome the
baffling difficulties encountered at the
Brisbane Central Station in operating
ticket cabinets similar to the latest
type used at a number of Victorian
stations, the job naturally fell to Roy
Rewell, of the Transportation Branch.
Naturally, too, he was able quickly to
solve the problems, and in doing so
devised an attachment hitherto unused
on these cabinets. With the late Mr.
W. Thomas (former Assistant General
Superintendent), Roy had been closely
associated with the introduction of
these modern ticket cabinets, and
having always supervised their instal-
lation he is now the Department’s re-

cognised expert. He is an expert, too,
in the lay-out of offices at suburban
stations. As a member of the Ticket
Committee, he is taking a leading part
in the inauguration of ‘ Scheme "’
tickets at certain stations.  For the
past three years, he has been personal
clerk to the Assistant General Superin-
tendent (Mr. Fletcher). Previous
lengthy associations with Mr. Canny
and the late Mr. Thomas, combined with
experience at Maryborough and St.
Arnaud, have given him an invaluable
insight into both the outside *’ and
administrative spheres of the Branch.
Roy is just concluding a busy cricket
season as a player and official.  For
the past five years he has been the

energetic Secretary of the Eastern
Suburbs’ Cricket Association, which
consists of over 30 clubs. —Q.B.

merely the prelude to the acquw
of further cups during the fol
three years in competition with
nents considerably older than bk =
If the aptitude he has displayed
criterion, Claude should make a
for himself with the rifle. He i
of Traffic Inspector C. Nye.

HERE ARE THE ANSWE®=S

(1) 17 miles—from Wal Wal to W
on the Melbourne—Servicetos
* kK
(2) For the 12 months ended Juss
1935 (the latest figures ava
the Victorian Railways, 340
cent.; the four principal &
railways, 2.76 per cent.. 2
Class 1 railroads of U.S.A
per cent.
* ¥ Xk

(3) 628—3 first class carriages (94
3 second class carriages 4 ug
and one composite first-and-=e
class carriage (94).

* Xk
(4) Six—Edi, Emu, Kew, Lah, ™
Yea.
* ok ok
(5) (a) Nearly 100,000,000. (b) O
* ok ok

(6) 559 hours per week.

A 13,000-Mile Push

UST before Gardener Walter Snell
retired last month, he paused long
enough to estimate that he trundled

lawn mowers during the past 3| years
a distance equal to 13,198 miles ! No
rounding-off figures : a preciseness
that is reflected in the billiard-table
surface of the sloping, green lawns at
the rear of the Head Office.  Cutting
lawns on slopes was one of his specia-
lities. One almost perpendicular sec-
tion at the northern end was efficiently
and economically trimmed only after
Walter had evolved a special device.
It consisted of an extension of the
handle and the attachment of a lead
weight on either side of the machine.
For this device, he received an appro-
priate award from the Betterment and
Publicity Board 10 years ago. He was—
and is—a lawn mower specialist to whom
all the not-so-sharp mowers were
brought for attention. After his expert
overhauls the machines virtually be-
came razors. Hedge-trimming was
also a further instance of his precise
touch., ‘' His technique was faultless ;
after Walter had been over a hedge

it looked as sleek and well-groomed
as a bridegroom ! "’ said a colleague.
Years ago in Daylesford, the hedge
around Walter’s property was a series
of lifelike representations of kangaroos
and various animals.  Throughout his
career, he attended to the lawns, shrubs,
trees and flower-plots behind the Head
Office, and also looked after the gardens
at the Spencer Street and Flinders
Street stations.  Whatever he touched
seemed to respond and add a note of
color—and preciseness to the sur-
roundings. —O.W.

Bulls-Eyes

FOUR years ago at the age of 16,
Claude Nye, of the Melbourne Goods
Sheds, was rapidly forging ahead as a
‘““star” lacrosse player. Suddenly, a
series of injuries brought his lacrosse
career to an abrupt termination—and
he looked around for a more placid
sporting pastime. Although he had
never previously handled a rifle, he was
attracted by the deeds of riflemen, and
he decided to take up the sport. His
potential skill as a lacrosse exponent
was immediately emulated on the range,
for in his first year he gained the eagerly-
sought championship of the Scottish
Battalion of the Senior Cadets.
Winning a cup on that occasion was

with

Have your eyes tested regularly
by our Qualified Opticians

'PHONE CENTRAL

Onﬂ

ABOLISH EYESTRAIN &
“C & G” GLASSES

Special concession allowed to
Railwaymen and their Families

10595 FOR AN APPOINTMENT

COLES & GARRARD

370-2 Bourke Street, Melbourne.

HEADACHES

Py, Lta,

April Birthdays

LERK W. L. McDowell, of N\

and Turbine Driver A. E.
Newport Power House, on the fir
Engineer G. N. Parker, of Head
the second ; Vanman W. H. Carr
and Skld. Laubr. F. W. Elsum, of |
on the third : Shunter R. A. Jas
Dandenong, and Stn. Master A
stone, of Williamstown, on the fou
Porter L. Carey, of Nlocraboo]. or
Shunter W. A. Keck, of Newpor:
Mechanic R. H. Coventry, ot
Depct, on the sixth; Plumber ]
Huamilton. on the sevemh A\‘
Foreman P. L. Edmunds, Lf(;c
eighth ; Stn. Master R. H.
Staff Office. on the ninth;  Cor
N. C. Harris on the 1[)th [
Linden, ot Secretary’s Branch Se
Labr. A. Jones, of Korumburra a
A E. Penigw\e of Lake Bolac, on

Striker k. Schilling, of Bend:z
12th F n—eman J]. E. Edwards,
Gully, Clerk F. D. Beeching, ot ~

Branch, and Shunter W. H. |
Mel'>. Yd., on the 13th ; Accoun:
1’4 Gleeson, of Head OFﬁce, on
Ldg. Hd. Elec. Fitter L. A. E!
I'rn. Lightg, Depeot, and U.G. R
Walton, of Nth. Melb. Worksho-
13th ‘Car & W agon Builder F.
Nth. Melb., and Sig. Ganger W
cf Spencer \l on the 19th; C
Agg, of Stores Bch., Plumber H.
of Ararat and Clerk R. P. Leitch
Bch. on the 20th; Labr. L. J. k
Geelong, on the 21st; Clerk L. V
of Korumburra, on the 22nd; !
and Washer-out A. Warren, of
on the 23rd;  Fireman T. F. [
Nth. Melb. Loco., and Motor
N. H. Gladwin, of Belgrave, an the _
Machinist G. F. Saunders, of N¢
Ldg. Van Stower W, Gersch, of |
on the 25th ; Dn\erj A, Emblm
Elec. Train Driver H. V. Watson,
and Clerk H. T. Gale, of Acctey. [
26th; Goods Checker F.N. Forster.
on the 23th; Clerk A, H. Cac
Eng. Beh., and Repairer G. Tavlo-
on the 30th.

The V. R. "“News Letter” is issued
the Victoriun Railways Conmmissior:
raifwayman in the service. Personal »
and other brief succinet contribution
addressed to the Editor, Bettermern
licity Board, Head Office.

Wholly set up and printed in Aw
the Victorian Railwuys Printing
Laurens-street, North Melbourne
Publishers— The Victorian Railws
missioners,
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WHAT THINKING
CAN ACCOMPLISH

WO developments during the month

were typical of the administration’s

consistent desire to improve, by
every practical means, the standard of
service for patrons of the railways.

The first was an invitation extended
to the travelling public to submit their
proposals for improvements in train
services. It was pointed out that al-
though the Department’s timetabling
staff was continually reviewing and im-
proving the services, railway passengers
themselves were frequently in a more
favourable position to indicate ways of
introducing better travelling conditions.

Secondly, the Commissioners decided
that an award of 10/- will now be paid
to railwaymen for each adopted sugges-
tion, the value of which previously
merited a commendatory entry only.
(In cases of a minor character, the
practice of forwarding a letter of thanks
only will be continued.) The new plan
will embrace all suggestions received on
and after April 1, 1937.

Stimulating Effect

Big responses from these develop-
ments will obviously prove a stimulus
to the comprehensive improvement
plans which the Department has under-
taken in recent years—and which are
proceeding with unabated vigour.

These plans embrace the whole field
of railway activity ; substantial in-
creases in the horsepower of loco-
motives ; State-wide track betterment
works, including the welding of rails
into long lengths ; and the spectacular
accelerations of passenger and goods
trains. These three features alone have
combined to enhance the attractiveness
of railway travelling and service.

Further notable innovations include
air-conditioned travelling ; a Buffet
Car (air-conditioned) providing novel
refreshment facilities while the train
is speeding along—and the present work
of constructing the all-steel, semi-
streamlined, air-conditioned train for
the Sydney Limited service between
Melbourne and Albury.

Little imagination is required to
visualise the powerful influence which
a consistent flow of constructive ideas
from railwaymen and the general public
will exert in supplementing the pro-
gressive policy of the Commissioners.

Nursery Sister Back from

Overseas Tour

IGH praise for the *‘ marvellous ”’
comforts of air-conditioned train
travel was voiced by Sister M.

Northcott, Sister-in-Charge of the Rail-
ways Nursery, after her return [ast
month from a seven months’ tour
overseas.

Sister Northcott, whose visit abroad
was of a private nature, said her
outstanding experience was the jour-
ney across the United States of
America in a fully air-conditioned
train. ‘‘ The journey occupied four
nights,” she said, ¢ but I reached
my destination completely refreshed.
[t was wonderful! A rather bitter
winter had no effect upon the enjoy-
ment of the long trip.

‘“ Everywhere 1 was told that, follow-
ing their widespread introduction of
air-conditioning and speeding up in
comfortable streamlined trains, the rail-
roads were regaining patronage in a
spectacular fashion.”

Sister Northcott explained that
many child welfare leaders in America
were astonished to learn that mere
babes, as well as toddlers, were cared

MILESTONE in the brief history
A of the Railways Nursery, Flin-

ders Street Station, was passed
on April 9 when the aggregate at-
tendance of children since the open-
ing in June, 1933, swept beyond the
50,000-mark.

When the total reached 49,999,
the Nursery staff waited expectantly
for the next patron—and in came
chubby James Simpson, a very bright
young Australian.

Asked to give his first impressions
of the Nursery, James merely
yawned. Then, nestling a little
closer, a little more snugly to his
mother, he was taken to one of the
cots, where he slept and slept with
not a care in the world—just like
any other young man six weeks old.

for at the Victorian Railways Nursery.
““ They were greatly impressed,” she
said, ‘when told that our State
Railways Nursery was available for
the children of mothers who either
went to business or desired a carefree
day whilst visiting a crowded city.”

Through the courtesy of the Mayor
of New York, Sister Northcott visited
the Columbia University, the Child
Study Association and the Ethical
Culture Kindergarten. These are
three of the leading institutions In
New York catering for children, and
the authorities at each expressed
amazement at the facilities offered at
the Railways Nursery. Each asked for
full details and photographs, which
Sister Northcott is sending.

‘“ There are children’s nurseries at-
attached to railway stations in Paris and
Chicago, but from what I can gather our
Nurseary is superior in every respect. I
am proud that Victoria was able to
show the way,” added Sister Northcott.

How Department
Apprentices

F the lads selected for apz=
ships in the Departmes
years ago, Apprentice F=
Turner James Smith and Agzg
Electrical Fitters V. T. Hodges
J. S. Larsen have quickly vindicus
judgment of the Board of Selec

Apprentices Smith and
were recently chosen by the
missioners for a Scholarship
Diploma Course of Mechan:i=
neering and Electrical Encs
respectively at the Melbourne
cal College ; and Apprentics
was allotted a Free Place at «
bourne University.

Upon appointment to the _
ment in 1935, Apprentices >
Larsen commenced duty at the
wood Workshops, and A:
Hodgens at the Electricz
Workshops, Spencer Street.
began a part-time course a:
torian Railways Technical
Newport, where they displaye:
ability.

Apprentices Smith and
were educated at country
the Sale Technical and =
High Schools respectively ;
tice Larsen gained his Leav:
ficate at the Melbourne High -

—_—

INTRODUCING—

ARRY HOMERSHAM,

Car Builder-in-Charge

Shed, North Melbourss
title that is in keeping with
important work at this litte
departmental activity. Every ¢
Spring cleas
for the score
try line carrug
leave Spence
Harry’s stz®
builders, fres
ishers, uphas
car cleane=
others g
swarm like =
the vehicles
ough 72"
Harry in 2z
a query.
are respor
and span,’ invititg

that spic
ance of all vehicles which g=
sengers when they board the

Spencer Street.” Royal Trzw
Trains, Holiday Trains—all have
from the Shelter Shed r=
the little boy, all carefully
starched and ironed, proudiy
his way to school. A railwz
37 years, Harry has been in
the Shelter Shed for the las:
One of his first jobs there wz
sponsible one of seeing that o
ness of the Royal Train measc
the Department’s reputation-
did, too !
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V.R. NEWS LETTER

Ma:

e

Personal Postscript

e

The Departure of a Gentleman

ELECTED in 1919 to occupy the

newly-created position of Commis-
sioners’ Advocate before Industrial
Courts and Judicial Tribunals and pos-
sessing not a vestige of previous ex-
perience of the work . .. Retired in
1937 with the long-established reputa-
tion as one of Australia’s foremost
Industrial Advocates . . . Such, in brief,
conveys some idea of the outstanding
capacity of Mr. P. J. Carolan (Special
Staff Officer) whose retirement last
month was a severe loss to the Depart-
ment. In some of the most important
and complex cases ever dealt with by
the Commonwealth Arbitration Court,
he had the onerous task of preparing
with his staff and personally presenting
the Administration’s brief to the Court.
In one instance, a case before the late
Sir John Quick occupied four years;:
in another, two years. This work, com-
bined with frequent appearances before
the Railways Classification Board, gave
Mr. Carolan a detailed knowledge of the

duties of railwaymen in over 600 grades !
No other member of the service had such
a unique grip of Departmental positions.
Noted for his exactitude in preparing
briefs, for his quiet, yet penetrating
cross-examinations and conciseness in
address, he gained the respect and keen
attention of the Judges. He won, too,
the friendliness and admiration of
opposing Advocates. In 1932, Mr. Caro-
lan was appointed Commissioners’
Representative on the State Coal Mine
Tribunal. Two years later, he was ap-
pointed to a similar position on the
Railways Classification Board. Of his
49 years’ service, Mr. Carolan was for 31
years in the Transportation Branch,
being Officer-in-Charge of Room 1 from
1904 to 1919. Asked to define Mr.
Carolan’s outstanding attribute, a col-
league answered unhesitatingly : ‘‘Above
all, a gentleman.” And all who had the
pleasure of knowing and appreciating
the qualities of Mr. Carolan will just as
promptly agree with that tribute.—L.N.

Best Wishes to ¢“ J.M.”

AILWAYMEN — and  particularly
those in the Rolling Stock Branch—
will be sorry to learn that contin-

ued ill-health was responsible for the
recent retirement of District Rolling
Stock Superintendent John Mcleod, of
Bendigo. That the popular veteran
will soon be restored to robust health
is the sincere hope of his numerous
friends. Mr. Mcleod can look back
with pride upon nearly 50 years of
active railroading, notable for a con-
sistently high standard of service. He
was one of the first railwaymen to be
employed at the Newport Workshops,
taking up duty there after two years’
service at the original (and long since
demolished) Williamstown Workshops.
From apprentice fitter, he passed suc-
cessively—and successfully—through the
grades of Fitter, Leading Hand Fitter and
Depot Foreman until he was appointed
Chief Foreman of the North Melbourne
Loco. Depot in 1920. —H.M.

Dual Expert

FEW railwaymen know that Mr. S. A.
Long, Drainage Engineer, who retired
last month, was a member of the Aus-
tralian Rifle Team which, in competi-
tion with the cream of the Empire’s rifle-
men, won the most {mportant event—
the Kolapore Cup—at Bisley many years

ago. Still fewer know that the Depart-
ment reaped a substantial, direct benefit
from his visif overseas. Applying for
extra leave of absence, Mr. Long made
a characteristically purposeful investi-
gation into drainage questions in many
parts of England. Returning to Vic-
toria armed with all the latest data from
the leading English authorities on
drainage, Mr. Long had the satisfaction
of seeing his recommendations for the
treatment of sewage appreciatively
adopted by the Department. For prac-
tically the whole of his railway career of
42 years, Mr. Long was associated with
drainage works, and was recognised as
the Department’s expert in those matters.

—J.P.O.

Station Directory Retires

R. Fred. Fewster has retired . . .

Judging by the trek of railway-

men to the Transportation Des-
patch Room recently, it is scarcely news
to the majority of railwaymen em-
ployed in and around Spencer Street to
read that one of the best known identi-
ties there reached the retiring age last
month. Mr Fewster has the unique
record of being employed at Spencer
Street for 53 years—the first four as a
potential railtwayman and the last 49 as
a fully-fledged railwayman. As a boy
he travelled each day for part of the
journey between Melbourne and Ben-
digo as a successful and courteous
newspaper vender. For 45 years,
Mr. Fewster was in the Transportation

Have your eyes tested regularly
by our Qualified Opticians

® HEADACHES?

IT MAY BE YOUR EYES

SPECIAL CONCESSION allowed to
Railwaymen and their Families

'PHONE CENTRAL 10595 FOR AN APPOINTMENT

‘COLES & GARRARD

370-2 Bourke Strcet, Meibourne.

Pty. Ltd.

Branch Despatch Room ; the fas:
as Officer-in-Charge. He knew
location of all stations : hundres
railwaymen know that, too. Bu:
few can tell you the proper sez:
of every station on every line
Mr. Fewster did !...He was a =
Directory.

May Birthdays

KLD. Labr. I. J. Russell, of Nt

on the first; Painter A. M. Hu
of Bendige, on the second ; Skid. I
Lynch, of Nth. Melb., on the third
Aundt. 'I'. E. Green, of Newpcr:
House, on the fourth ; Miss M. McC
of Secy.’s Bch,, and Chargeman
Hutson, of Bendigo, on the fifth ; Rer-
Helsdon, of Spencer St., c¢n the
Chairman of Commrs. H. W. Cla-
Chainman L. R. Keys, of Head (
the seventh ; Optg. Porter A. P. Ras-
of Terang, on the ninth; Skld. Lab-
Phillips, of Maryborough, on th
Repr. E. L. Larcombe, of Tottenhan
11th; Clerk T. F. N. Gray, of
Supt.’s Office, on the 15th; Clem
MacLean, of Bendigo Dist. Supt. -
and Shift Elecn. ]J. R. Buss, of Al
the 14th; Clerk J. A. Narracctt, of
Beh,, on the 15th; Engine Cles
Martin, of Nth. Melb., and Labr. E
of Wangaratta, on the I6th ; Skid. L.«

Mere Are The Answers!

(1) Five—At Flinders Street.
Yarra, Heyington, Haw"s
and Yarra Gilen.

* * *

(2) (a) September 13, 1854—F «
Street to Port Melbourne
known as Sandridge); a=s
June 16, 1931—Meringes
Morkalla.

* Ed *

(3) For the last financial year
Kilda, 3,747,160 outwaréd

senger journeys ; Foo
3,267,412, and Essen
2,704,540.

* *

(4) Geelong, [,386 feet; Big
Ravenswood, 1,276 feet
Elphinstone, 1,264 feet.

X * *

(5) The Albury Express, the
Farming Train, the Boa:
the Flier, the Great Ne-
Limited, the Holiday Tra =
Overland, the Reso Tra:s
the Sydr;ey*Li;nited.

(6) Including country and suburs
139,539,089.

Irwin, of Qakleigh, on the 19th; Rer
Durkin, of Nth. Metb., B'maker C. !
of Nth. Melb., and Tiav. Aud:
G. C. Tayler, on the 20th; Labr
Hunter, of Newport Wkshops., Car
C. C. Long, of Jolimont, and Good
. S. Berryman, of Nyora, on t*
Powers Machine Mechanic F. J. Pes
Head Office, on the 22nd; Strike-
Lane, of Newport, on the 23rd ; So
Whkshops. Mgr. P. R. Leslie, and <
man C. W. Badger, of Newpor
House, on the 24th; Porter J. Mu-
Dandenong, cn the 25th; Commr
J. L. Timewell, on the 27th ; Suptg. &
J. J. Montgomery, on the 28th :
Supt. G. S. Scott, and Clerk L. D
Acctey. Beh.,, on the 29th; Cleri
Wall, of Acctey. Bch., on the 3
Asst. Stn. Master W. J. MecCa-
Clarkefield, and Clerk C. H. Frey, ¢
Bch., sn the 31st.

The V. .R. “News Letter” is issued mom
the Victorian Railways Commissioners
railwayman in the service. Personal pa
and other brief succinct contributions :
addressed to the Editor, Betterment am
licity Board, Head Office.

Wholly set up and printed in Ause=s
the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens-street, North Melbourne, #u
Publishers— The Victorian Railways
missioners,



*a[qeonoerd
Ajpensn jou a1e sowmn Sutuuni uren jo
suonBIIEA 1BY) poxel AJIaBay os Juleq
sanoey waiope[d pue Jul] 9yl ‘s{ealdl
-ur jusnbaiy A1d9a e unIi aie suien
‘gonjou xepun pouad oy Jurm(y

MI]
woij uteny  dn | 9y} WIO} 03 sINUIW
990y} JO QW [RUIWI)  WNWIUIW

Y1 AJUO SBY UIBI} MI3] Yl ‘ISA0IIOIAl
‘uten (I xog e Aq sainuit om}
uIyliim pamoj|oj ST 31 Se I91B] uny og
J0UUERD UlRI} MII] Y3 ‘AJoATieuldly

*2UY] 243 JO 20TEIBIP Y3
JOJ 2[qeMO[[e W} WNWUIW 3y} SI
goigm ‘ure) Surpadaad v jo sanuiwy
22473 Ui 332415 SIPUIg  3e
saarage uresy weysunipueg . dn
343 jeyl uwoseay 2yj JOJ 3Iprw 2q
10UURD JUIWPUAWE SIY] ‘JIJsUvI} O}
st23uassed jrwaad pnom puowydIY
je 2jnur  eyjx2 2uo0 yInomy

*A19a1100ds
"ol TUI'B )37/ PUEB 9P’f 1B pUOUIYOY
1B 9ALLIE YOIYMm ‘UIBI] MI3[ , Umop |
‘wr'e %7, 9yl pue ulenn weyduu
-pueg  dn, ‘wre g, 9yl uaamiaq

«

)

(y 23pd vl ssamsufy)
i 12A31-83S
2a0qe apnine 3s2yS1y 2Y3 38 pajenyis
SI wope)s Aemyiey URLIOPIA I1BYM (9)
* %
¢ 1maduwnyred
-2 Y3 4q panssy s323d1 24e 130d
-suea} Ja3uassed jo spuly jegqm Joyg (g)
* k%
¢ SAemJiey UBLIOIOIA 2Y) Aq
PRLIIed SPood JO SISSE[D Ulew 32443
291 2Je jeym ‘a3euuwol uy passaadxy ()
* % ¥
¢ 1mdunjaedaq ayl) Aq
PIJ[0IIVOD 3B SILIBSANN AURW MOY ()
LI I
¢ ueds jsa8uoy 2y)
Sey BLI0JOIA UT 28pLIq Aempied jeyp ()
* k%
¢ Aemyies e jo sa[nuu
1812 UM SE 218IG Y3 JO BAIE JRYM (1)

i HDATTMAONY dNOX LSHL

puowydry 3B Paoaya 9q 01 UOddU
-u0d B 9[BUI O3 SpPBW 3Q UONEINE
ue jeyl polsesdns juspuodsaliod
‘uoneldl[e Joulwr Aj3uruusds
€ JO uononponur syl jsurede anediur
UOIym SIOJOBJ 9yl S[BIASI 1T :3S9I01Ul
Jo st suonels uonoun{ je SUOIIIUUOD
urer jo uonsonb poxaa a2yl Suruied
-U0d  Su01SeBINS [RIAAS  JO BU()

‘UOJIBJIPISUOD
Jopun aue asay]  -sjesodouad 7| papaem
-10} SABY SU3|[9ABJY |IBJ UBQUNQGNS *SIDIA
-19s uled3 ui sauswaAoxduwt Joy suols
-s988ns alwqns ©1 uollBIIAUL 1UIDI
SIduolssiwwon ayy o1 3asuodsad N

suonsaddng 171
Uy pudg sSJ3udssed

*SB3SI19A0 §110dXa eI[EIISNY
yarym s1onpord 923yl—ingg pue 19a1nq
‘yeswr 10 puewsp ueddoiny paseaIdur
jo Apigissod oyl 03 IDUIISIAI Y} ST
J9139] SIY} JO 9Iniedy JuedyIU3IS Y

,}INJJ pue Jajing ‘JRaw
J0oj puew2p uTeadoanyg PpISe2IdUT TI
3[NS2I A[2JRWNN PINOYS pUe ‘1S3J23UT
2pIm AJ24 PISNoJeE SBY GONIIINT paaoad
-Wil J0J 2A1BYIUI BeleJsny  SIYL .,
*$3SS2JpPE puUER S2wWwen
2q1 3Ursoppua we | °-22331W0) 43
JO sidquiawi [eX242s 03 J23sod Y3 jo
Adoo & puas 031 y3noua poosd 2q pnom
noA Jayjaym ZUISE NOA 01 3TIm 03
pastwoad aaey pue sardod Joj sysanbag
BuyAred21 we | JUI[0X2 I SyUNy)
2U0AI2AH ‘SAem[iey UBLIOIDIA Y3
jo a233sod spoog 2a1923044d g J—|jem
273 wo s3uey Ja3sod au0 WY pulyay,,
-areqy) 241 UT ST JOISY
pIo ‘BI[RIISNY ‘BIAB[SOEN X ‘BIYEAO[S
~0go2z)) ‘wnidjag ‘(Juawiui2a09) utedg
‘puejod ‘Yirwua( ‘pue[[oH ‘Alel]
‘@dueld 1 V'S WOJ] 2wod
sraqurawr 2y -SUuTIIIS ST WONIIINN WO
22131WWON) [BUOHEUIIT] 2¢J ‘d2wn
3u2s2Jd 27] 1B WOOJ S1Y) 03U 2Wed nok
J1 P2)saa23ul J2GIEA q P[Nom Nox

‘dde[p Iy Jea(,,

: pres

(uonIINN U0 I3JTWWOY) |BUCHIBUIS)

-U] 9yl UO IBUOISSIWWOY) YSIH uBI[el}

-sny 9y s1uasardar oym) [[eSNOIOIA

T o AN ‘BAdUSn) wody SuBLIpg

(ddepy

‘M CH CIJA) SIduorssiuwio]) jo  uewl

-11B4D) 9yl AQ YIUOW 1SB] PIATIIAI 13133]

B Ul P3[esadr ST souauiwold [BUONEBU
-1JUI  PIAdIYdE  SBY—,, SPOO,]
sanosjuig ,, — 19sod  jerion
-o1d sAem]rey UBLIOIDIA B MO

50004 FALLITLOE
qSTHL LAIT ATV
¥NOA NI 300TINI

-114 36

500 .
A

9913|WWOT) BASUSD)
Ag pastedd 493504 "Y'A

‘spue| Sus
jJo Buissaip-dol 9yl 10] sias
3uididde jo asonoeid oyy jo uos
[enueIsqns B 0} A[UIBW paInqLs
asearoul SIYyJ, paIney uadq sey
-1)I91 jo 93euuo} IJuimoid A
~uod B s1BaA ma] 1sed a1 Juumn

-INS UJd3q J19AU SeY 1Byl pi
‘Aep 2UO UI PIpPEBO[ 9Iam ‘SIISI[L
Suol (9g‘g JO {103 B SurAired “u
§9% ‘I sIp JO g YoIRN -
*poplodal IBj 0%

A1e94 150y81y SY1—palLIed 1as
6G0'69¢ ‘961 Bumn(  Iedd 1w
poriad Zuipuodsariod Yyl  I1d.c
Z629C JO 9SBAIOUT  UB—PAIC.
Ud9q PBY SIISINII) JO SUOI g
‘Le61 ‘gg KBy 01 | Ayenue[ wc.
UIU

oYy fo Ai01suy ayl ur 1521045
102 Leg] Suinp poi Aq patauvs
~aaf fo &uonb oy vyl 2ivoiy
~UL YIUOUL ISD] YOUDAG UOUDILOL
~Suvk] oy dq popduios SHYNL

1o & 1soppauny ag
[l o8puuo ] aasiyy

"$18AI01UT 1e[NFal B JoqUUaW L
Paplemio] 2q [[Im uonBWIOIUL -
JO ung[ng B UOWIPPE Ul pue ‘:
UO®9 01 PINSsI aq [|1a a3peq delic
uy digsisquiaw 10J J[qISI 2
AjjeoniewioIne  J|im INO} B Ul
Suiyer jud pue Loq yoeos Yoo
LAN[D (SIROYIS YA, B ¥
-BULIO} 2] SI Jonbas Sunsarajul «

-Buryeis
Ul JO $aINjBa] uUreW 9yl Juic
13p1oJ v Yum parjddns aq s sz
3Yl ‘S9OULWILIOD 1IN0} YIBI 210}
"S21JIATIOR ABM"BJ ueqsnqgns jow
-1 J2Y4l0 pUB JOJIUWOD) UIBI] [ess
‘28ueqoxyg 2uoydala], ONRWOINY %
Spoo0fS) 2UINOqI3A ‘SdO!{S){JOm RIS
2yl 01 SIISTA JUIpn[ouy ‘pajnpayos »
APEQJ[E 2ABY SJNO) ()¢ 240 ‘a8e1s
S§3F ur Ajuo SI 2wayds 3yl ysSnozus
‘poyse 21om 1eyl suonsanb juas
oyy Aq ‘Apremonaed ‘pue pauls
$18]OYDS 9Y) UOIym 1ISIdUL a3
Aq possardwr Apeead sem S
x9] 1sed oy} Suump a19y) pas
suoidadsul snorownu 9yl Jo [njs
1SOW 9Y3 SB 31 PILIOSIP UOISIAL
JO [BIOYO ue ‘1ISIa Oyl FuIssnos

1994315 Jaduadg =
peaH 3yl 1B UOISIAIQ S3UIYIR
aya poawadsul jooydss YSiH Alsis
SYa woudy sj413 pue skoq jo Aiied &
Yluow 3ISE| IPBW SBM SIIAIE
-[ieJ SNOIJEA PUNOJE SINO| [BUOH:
-eoNp3 sdejoysg jo ueld 2yl yium
Buruuidaq  Auoidesnes  ATHOIH

uidag S)J0AA
|iey O] S4no] Ss.Jejo

I8 ‘ON 2nssp

19119 SMAN Y A U

LE6T aw




2

V.R. NEWS LETTER

Fune,

i The Month’s Topic \

“TRAVEL IS
AN EDUCATOR?”

T is a truism that ‘‘ Travel is an edu-
I cator ’—and only by travel will Aus-
tralians gain a proper appreciation of
the vast potentialities and scenic beau-
ties of their own country, The stimu-
lation of travel is an important national
work, and the Victorian Railways De-
partment, in association with the various
railway and other transport services,
will continue to provide every facility
for Australians to travel, whether
within their own State, or beyond.
Actually, the Victorian Railways
Department can rightly claim to have
given a greater stimulus to Australian
travel than any other transport or-
ganisation. Ten years ago, the *‘ Reso ”’
Tour from Victoria to Central Aus-
tralia was organised ; later, ‘‘Reso "
Tours were conducted from Victoria to
other States, including Canberra. The
“Holiday "’ Train recently made a tour
of South Australia.

Big ¢ Reso” Tour

Plans are now in hand for a ** Reso ”’
Tour covering 6,000 miles of travel and
including an itinerary embracing visits
to the plant of the Broken Hill Pty.
Ltd., at Newecastle and various out-
standing resorts in Queensland. Fol-
lowing Victoria’s lead, other States
arranged local ‘‘Reso’” and “‘ Holi-
day *’ Tours, and in addition ‘‘ Reso ”’
parties have visited Victoria.

A feature of the recent travel ac-
tivities of the Victorian Railways—
through the Victorian Government
Tourist Bureau and its Branches in
Sydney, Adelaide and Brisbane—has
been the planning of scholars’ tours
from Victoria to other States and vice
versa. These tours include travel by
road, rail, sea and river steamer.

Railwaymen—particularly those who
come in contact with the travelling
public—are in a position to render as-
sistance in stimulating travel. If they
know of anyone contemplating a holiday,
the name and address of the intending
holidaymaker should be forwarded to
the Victorian Government Tourist Bu-
reau, Queen’s Walk, Melbourne.

The Bureau will send tourist litera-
ture and suggestions which will be help-
ful to the prospective holidaymaker.

ATTRACTING TOURISTS FROM INDIA

HE appointment of Mr. H. R.

Gollan as representative of the

Australian National Travel As-
sociation in India is an indication
of the Association’s expanding ac-
tivities abroad. With the selection
of this popular newspaperman,
the A.N.T.A. will have three repre-
sentatives overseas, the other two
being Mr. H. C. Fenton, in London,
and Mr. A. H. O’Connor, in Los
Angeles, U.S.A. The Association
is also represented by the Aus-
tralian Trade Commissioners in
other countries.

The necessity for direct representa-
tion in India has long been felt by the
Association, and the
choice of Mr. Gollan
is a  particularly
happy one. Mr. Gol-
lan has exceptional
qualifications. He
has had the neces-
sary press and tourist
experience, and he
possesses in addition
that gift of approach
which should make

him an acceptable
) ambassador for Aus-
tralia in an increasingly important
tourist field.
Service

“] wish to thank the Victorian Railways
for the care they have given to me in the
past with the handling of my honey. [
send all my honey to Melbourne by rail.

“It runs into thousands of tins and in all
the years that I have been sending I have
had very, very little loss and I thank the
staff and railways of Victoria generally
for the care and promptness.

“] expect a big flow this year. I hope
to get 4,000 or 5,000 tins. The road trans-
ports have been coming continually to
me to give them a turn, but I do not
intend leaving the railways.”

—Mr. L. E. Brown, of Bordertown {S.A.)
writing to the Commissioners,

INTRODUCING—

Over 1,100 Scholars On
Vacation Tours.

tourist traffic last month was

the conveyance of large parties
of scholars on May vacation tours
to a number of Victorian holiday
resorts.

A total of 1,109 boys and girls par-
ticipated in these tours which were
specially organised by the Victorian
Government Tourist Bureau and its
Branches at Sydney, Adelaide and
Mildura.

From Melbourne, there were 533
scholars ; from Adelaide, 377 ; from
Mildura, 104 ; and from Sydney—
Woagga-Albury, 95.

They were distributed over four
resorts—844 went to Cowes (Phillip
Island) ; 120 to The Gippsland
Lakes ; 90 to Lorne ; and 55 to Point
Lonsdale.

& N outstanding feature of the

A native of Gawler (S.A.), Mr. &

served first on the “Bendigo Advera
followed by periods on the “H
Spectator’ and ‘“ Geelong Adve
War broke out during his cares
Geelong, and he enlisted. He
through Gallipoli, then to Franc
a commission in the infantry. ¢
emerging from the great confi:
the D.S.0., M.C., and the ho=uw
being three times mentioned
spatches,

Returning to Australia, he =
the ‘“ Geelong Advertiser 7 as
of-Staff, subsequently join:-
literary staffs of the *“ Argus "«
‘“ Evening Sun.”

Mr. Gollan had five years
in the Victorian Railways as A
Publicity Officer and three :
Manager of the Victorian Gove
Tourist Bureau. During tha:
he gained a wide and valuable
edge of tourist work. Later
turned to the “ Argus” as *
Manager. Then he was app
direct the early energies of
Star 7’ as Managing Editor.
quently relinquishing that pos:
come Manager of the ‘‘ Argus

It is expected that Mr. G
make his headquarters in Bom
his plans include a regular s
the tourist possibilities o
parts of India,

ISS Olive Norman, whose
M tility and practical trave &

ledge make her an i-
member of the Victorian Gowe
Tourist Bureau’s staff. She =
played a particular
flair for conduct-
ing large parties of
scholars on vaca-
tion tours—an at-
tribute  probably
developed by her
experience
as sports’ mistress
for six years at a
leading Girls’
Grammar School.
Miss Norman
knows Victoria : she knows *
too, and it was no surprise te
ago when she was selected 1=
pany and advise a Canadian «
an extended tour through thre=
Possessing literary ability, che
an effective platform speaker
several occasions she has lect.
Australian travel experiences
from personal knowledge <
part of Australia, except Nc-
tralia. Last year, she qualife
ski-ing instructress, and this
she will again conduct a party ¢
girls to the snow-capped he s
Mt. Feathertop. Miss Normz-
sence in touring parties is an ==
that the social entertainment =
be featured. She has had cors
experience in stage work, anc »
duced a number of plays at the o4
and Comedy Theatres in Melbous
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V.R. NEWS LETTER

Fune

4 Personal Postscript

Apprentice to Manager

PPRENTICE at Bendigo in 1887—
A and Manager of the Newport

Worlshops in 1919 . .. Those
were two milestones in the Depart-
mental career of Mr. E. W. Arthur.
He retires this month, just two months
short of completing 50 years of service.
At Newport he filled with distinction
the responsible position of presiding
over one of the largest and most mo-
dern industrial establishments of its
kind in the Southern Hemisphere.
At one period of his administration,
4,000 men, representing hundreds of
different occupations, were employed
at the Newport Workshops. His
appointment as Workshops Manager
was the climax to 32 years of practical
workshops experience, successively pas-
sing through the grades of Fitter,
Leading Hand Fitter, Foreman-in-Charge
of Mechanics, Shop Foreman, and
Foreman Turner and Fitter. In 1918,
Mr. Arthur who was accompanied by
Messrs.  F. J. Shea (now Chief Mecha-
nical Engineer, South Australian Rail-
ways) and R. Boan (former Testing
Englneer) carried out an important
investigation of rolling stock branch
activities in North America. On behalf
of the Workshops staff, Mr. Commis-
sioner N. C. Harris made a presen-
tation to Mr. Arthur, who also received
a farewell gift from the Workshops
Sub-branch of the Returned Soldiers’
League. —G.R.S.

On the Tee, Now

EARING that Estate Officer R. F.

Calcutt, upon his recent retire-

ment from the service, had suc-
cumbed to the attractions of golf, the
staff in the Way and Works Branch
selected golf as the key-note of their
farewell presentation. A set of golf
sticks, a wallet of notes for the purchase
of further golfing equipment and a gold
wristlet watch for Mrs. Calcutt were
intended to convey to Mr. Calcutt some
idea of the esteem in which he was held
by his former colleagues. He had
completed almost 50 years of service;
practically all his career he was asso-
ciated with the Estate Division. Thus
he became possessed of a compre-
hensive knowledge of all aspects of
lfand dealings, his skill being em-
phasised when he represented the De-

partment in many Arbitration Court
Cases under the Lands Compensation
Act. Mr., Calcutt is a fellow of the
Commonwealth Institute of Valuers.
—W.H.
— ——

LAST MILE POST

LTHOUGH employed in the Rail-

way Offices at Spencer Street

throughout his 37 years in the
service, Mr. Charles Mullany, whose
death was reported last month, was
widely known to many hundreds of
railwaymen scattered in all sections
of the Department.

For more than 10 years, Mr. Mullany
was the Railways Orgamsmg Officer on the
“ Better Farming ” Train, and in that capac-
ity he made numerous tours to all parts of
the State as the representative of the Com-
missioners. As a result of his association
with this train and his continuous contact
with the experts of the Agricultural De-
partment, he gained a wide knowledge of
all primary industries which was invaluable
to the Raillways Department.

He was for some years the Department’s
representative on the Council of the Young
IF'armers’ Clubs in which he manifested a
deep and lasting interest.

Mi. Mullany was a gifted public speaker—
fluent and impressive with a flair for quickly
conveying to an audience a complete picture
of the subject under discussion. Ia his
position as Bioscope Officer of the Department,
-Mr. Mullany played a leading role in the
production and exhibition of a film dcaling
comprehensively with the railway system.
In that work he achieved a notable platform
success in making known to the public
many aspects of railway operation.

Amongst the many other positions he
occupied in the Department were the
Secretaryships of the Betterment and Pub-
licity Board (upon its establishment in
1921) and the Board of Discipline.

Mr. Mullany’s death is deeply mourned
by a wide circle of his former colleagues who
had a fine appreciation of his many excellent
qualities.

-

ANY railwaymen — particularly
M those located in the Metropolitan

and Seymour Districts—will re-
gret to learn of the death of Mr. J. M.
Barklamb (Officer-in-Charge, Trans-
portation Stores Division). He was aged
45, with a record of 27 years’ service in
the Department.

Mr. Barklamb enlisted in the A.L.F.
soon after the outbreak of war in 1914.
He was severely wounded, and did
not resume in the Department until
1921.

Despite the handicap of almost
continuous ill-health, Mr. Barklamb
applied himself enthusiastically and
successfully to his various Depart-

Have your eyes tested regularly
by our Qualified Opticians

Opfticians,

e HEADACHES

IT MAY BE YOUR EYES

SPECIAL CONCESSION allowed to
Railwaymen and their Families

'PHONE CENTRAL 10595 FOR AN APPOINTMENT

COLES & GARRARD

370-2 Bourke Street,  Melbourne.

Pty. Ltd

mental positions. It was

teristic of him that he should
possessor of a Gold Life Mem
Medal—the highest award obs
in the Department’s first-aid

sation.

At Seymour, Mr. Barklamb
his energies to many aspects
public affairs, one of his office
the Secretaryship of the K«
Soldiers” League.

Problems Solved
(1

Sixty-two per cent. Exclude: «

proximately 10,000,000 acres

mountainous country wher

are not a pract’ica}g possibil:
*

(2

The bridge carrying the Mel»
Williamstown line over the
byrnong River—one span 2
length.
* k%
(3) Two—one (horticultural) a:
ington Bridge, and one (ck
at the Flinders*Stx’;eet Stat:oe
*

4

For the financial year ended
1936 : Wheat, 986,291 tons &
merchandise, 886,792 tors
firewood, 801,187 tons.

* £ *

(5) Rail, road, sea and air—a=n<
back, the latter being for tra
Harrietville to Mt. Featherzug

(6) Shelley, on the Cudgzwa lipe
feet.

June Birthdays

NDERGEAR Repairer’s As

Johnson, of Ararat, and

E. A. Clarke, of Spencer =:
first ; Clerk F. J. Rout, of Newpor
and Ganger W. J. Saunders, of \©
on the fifth; Wkshops. Forem:s &
Lambert, of Jolimont, on the s:-
ter’s Asst. R. G. Moore, of Spo:«
Clerk J. W. Kelly, of Acctcy. B:
seventh ; Elec. Train Driver M
of Jolimont, Clerk L. H. Barretr,
and General Service Engineer A. »
on the eighth ; Engine Cleaner A
of Nth. Melb., on the 10th; [
Sermmell, of Spotswood, on the
pairer E. R. Parker, of West
and Plumber M. J. Morrison.
borough, on the 12th; 'Trai
A. W. Gresham, of Warragul.
Shunter J. A. Thomson, of Ccols
13th; Advtg. Sales Mgr. G. I
Labr. W. Naylor, of Jolimont, =
H. C. Anderson, of Flinders =~
14th ; Chief Special Officer J. E. °
and Draughtsman K. F. Longdes
‘W. Head Office, on the 15th:
Cleary, of Dimboola, on the 1=
Driver J. C. Rowe, of Maryis
the 17th; Guard J. J. De Fores:
St.,, and Guard A. C. Adam:
Bright Line, on the 19th; Asst. ~
A. ]J. Capper, of Nar-Nar-Goo-
Master P. J. Thresher, of Al
the 20th; Clerk R. G. Renn:e
Goods, on the 21st; Goods Cf
Deam, of Tocumwal, and Painter [
of O’head Depot, on the 2:i-
Labr. W, J. Duckett, of Spencer -
23rd ; Skld. Labr. A. G. Scou
borough, on the 24th; Ganger .
of Swan Hill, on the 25th;
Bureau Mgr. R. T. Wotherspoor
T. M. Mardling, of Acctcy. Beh.,
Gatekeeper N. Pascoe, of Guild:
27th ; Carpenter W. P. Dunr
Melb., and Skid., Labr. A. J. E
Flinders St., on the 28th; Trar
G. C. Abbott, of Elwood, on the -
P. Board Member ] Fowler, anc
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V.R. NEWS LETTER

Fulx

The Month’s Topic

ACHIEVEMENTS GF “S " CLASS
LOCOMOTIVES

T was appropriate that the first Vic-
I torian Railways locomotive to be
streamlined should be one of the
Pacific ‘“S "’ class. The widespread
interest—extending beyond Victoria—
accorded the initial test runs last month
reflected the manner in which these
giant locomotives have captured the
public’s imagination.

Nearly 10 years ago the first of these
four locomotives emerged from the
Newport Workshops. It was the pride
of the service ; a monument to the
skill of the designers and builders—all
Victorian Railwaymen.

Following extensive trials, the first
Pacific  “*S’" class locomotive was
allotted for service on the “Sydney
Limited’’” between Melbourne and Al-
bury, and it immediately exerted a
profound influence upon the speed and
economical operation of the train.

Travelling Time Less

In both directions between Mel-
bourne and Albury, the travelling time
was reduced by 30 minutes ; a similar
improvement was introduced two years
ago when the Melbourne arrival and
departure times were scheduled at
11.30 am. and 6 p.m. respectively.

In addition, because of the greater
horse-power and hauling capacity of
the *“S"  class locomotives, costly
double - heading of the *‘Sydney
Limited * was eliminated. Previously,
the use of two ‘A2 class locomo-
tives to haul the *‘Sydney Limited ”
was of frequent occurrence.

And now, with an enlarged tender
permitting an increased quantity of
water to be carried, the streamlined
Pacific **S "’ «class locomotive will be
enabled to haul the “Sydney Limited”
on non-stop runs between Melbourne
and Albury (190} miles)—thus further
consolidating its unchallenged position
in performing the longest and fastest
non-stop run of any locomotive in the
Victorian Railways service.

From the outset, these Pacific ‘S’
class locomotives have proved of ines-
timable value to the Department, and
with the trend towards even higher
speeds they are destined to play a still
greater part in raising the prestige of
the Victorian Railways.

New Facilities

At Flinders Street

NEW country booking office,

incorporating modern facili-

ties for ticket purchasers,
and a Branch office of the Vic-
torian Government Tourist Bureau
will be opened soon at the Centre
Entrance (opposite Degraves Street)
to the Flinders Street Station.

Instead of purchasing tickets at a
series of windows, passengers will
transact their business in a spacious
enclosed hall notable for its new, dis-
tinctive lighting and modern flush-
figured panelling in Queensland wal-
nut. A modern counter in Queens-
land walnut, with an ornamental grille
of the bank type, will be an outstanding
feature.

To regulate the movements of
passengers to and from the counter,
an appropriate number of barriers
will be provided.

Portion of the accommodation will
be used as a Branch of the Victorian
Government Tourist Bureau where
holidaymakers and travellers generally
will be afforded the same compre-
hensive travel facilities as those existing
at the main Bureau in Queen’s Walk.

A further feature of service for
passengers at Flinders Street station
is the provision of a public address
system for announcing the arrival
and departure of trains, etc. Micro-
phones will be provided at two loca-
tions, and from either of these the
Man-in-Grey will transmit announce-
ments that will be heard through
eight amplifiers located at *‘“ key ”’
points around the station.

INTRODUCING—

TATION Director Harry Budge,
of Flinders Street, or as he is
more familiarly known—the Man-

in-Grey. Harry typifies the general
conception of what a Man-in-Grey
should be: encyclopaedic on railway

matters ; courteous
and tactful ; bright
and immensely
proud of his posi-
tion—and, to cope
with the queer non-
railway  questions
proferred, a man
of the world. His
four years' active
service with the
A.L.F. gave him an
invaluable insight
into human problems. For 16 years,
he roamed over the V.R. system as a
special ticket checker—for a period
as senior special checker-—gathering
in his stride a practical experience
that gives the hallmark of authority
to his replies to enquiries. In any
case, a man who can tell you all about
the 600 different types of railway
tickets on issue—as Harry can do—
possesses an essential attribute for the
Man-in-Grey at one of the world’s
busiest single passenger stations—
Flinders Street. o

How £30,000,000

Was Transferred
DESP]TE the fact that £30.

are involved, no elaborar

parations are necessary

transfer on July 1 of that huc
from the railway loan liabilit:
General Account of the State.

This epoch-making event
history of Victorian Railways *
will take place with a complete ¢
of fuss. The State Treasure
merely open another page
Public Ledger in which the =«
ference of £30,000,000 will
corded.
Although the railway interes
bill will be reduced by appre:
mately 14 illi pounds.
relief will be offset by the loss
the Treasury recoups for los
on non-paying lines and fre
reductions, etc. (for 1936—37.
total amount of the subsidies
£670,0000, and by the Depa_rt:-:,
having to pay its own contribu:
(£.120,0000 to the National D
Sinking Fund. Hitherto, this pas
ment has been made by the Tres
sury. . .
The net relief — approxis
£500,000—is little more than
cient to meet the railway defic
the financial vear ended June 3t

A further important aspect
transfer is that for the first
“ Renewals and Replacements I
will be established. Into this
will be paid each year such an
as Parliament appropriates for
purpose, subject to a minimu
£200,000 per annum, and the n
available will be used for replace
and renewals other than thosc
are carried out in the ordinary «
of maintenance. To fully mes
preciation which occurs each ¢
earning the revenue at least [©
is required.

INSPIRING SERVICE!

RECORD-BREAKING sequ
A of fogs last month, preses

hundreds of railwaymen w
opportunities for rendering in
ing service under the most trp
circumstances.

Fogs extending throughout
Metropolitan area—merning
evening on a number of da
imposed an extra strain upon mos
men, drivers, firemen, guards, =
tion staffs, signalmen, fog sip
men, etc. Despite the addive
responsibility, however, every =
rose splendidiy to the occas
ensuring the safety of passem
and at the same time reducing =
unavoidable inconvenience t=
minimum.

To provide the greatest possi
transport service during fog,
verned always by the strictest
working principles, was the Dep
ment’s objective. This cost m™
thousands of pounds, not only
extra wages and essential refr
ments for fog signalmen, but =
in detonators : nearly 50,000 dex
ators were issued last month.

=

"

v
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#%  Personal Postscript %

Melb. Yard
Expert Retires

AST month, the Melbourne Yard
lost one of its best known per-
sonalities when Acting Senior
Superintendent M. F. Condoen reached
the retiring age. For all but nine of
his 47 years’ service, Mr. Condoen

had been connected with the Melbourne

Yard, his ripe experience and skill,
particularly during periods of rush
traffic, having been an invaluable con-
tribution towards the smooth working of
this busy railway activity. To the unini-
tiated, the Melbourne Yard is just a
conglomeration of railway tracks, but
to Mr. Condoen ... Prior to becoming
Acting Senior Superintendent, he had
passed through the grades of shunter,
leading shunter, goods guard, yard
foreman and assistant superintendent,
deriving from each position a wealth
of practical experience. A wallet of
notes for himself and a handbag for
Mrs. Condoen were intended to convey
some idea of his colleagues’ regret at
the retirement of a popular railway-
man—and a man noted for his loyal
service to the Department. —J.S.

20 Years
at Ascot Vale

railwaymen on this line—but

even more so among the Ascot
Vale station passengers, many of whom
expressed to him their apprecratlon of
his courtesy and helpfulness,”” said a
colleague in referring to Assistant
Stationmaster John Hanlon who recently
retired. Al railwaymen who had the
pleasure of knowing the veteran will
warmly agree with that tribute. Mr.
Hanlon, who was located at the Ascot
Vale station for nearly 20 years, had
47 years’ service, beginning as a porter
in 1890. For 1|6 years he was on the
relieving staff in the Ballarat District,
and before transfer to Ascot Vale was
Assistant Stationmaster for varying
periods at Burrumbeet, Lubeck and
Williamstown. A group of Mr. Han-
lon’s admiring colleagues and other

HE was wonderfully popular with

personal friends recently ‘‘invaded ’
his home, when they presented him
with a cosy armchair. Several speakers,
including representatives from other
Branches, made it quite clear that his
retirement was greatly regretted.

Dahlias and—
Stores

ONE of the show places at Mitcham
recently was a backyard—an or-
dinary looking one from outside. But
inside, you feasted your eyes on more
than 6,000 dahlias ablaze in marvellous
hues and tints, The backyard and the
dahlias belong to Jack Voutier, of the
Stores Branch, Head Office, who ranks
among the best dahlia growers in the
State. In four years, he bhas won 140
prizes with his blooms, several silver
cups and blue ribands testifying to his
skill in competition with both profes-
sional and amateur gardeners. At Vic-
toria’s principal Show—The Royal Hor-
ticultural Show—in Melbourne recently,
Jack’s 10 entries scored six first prizes
and four second prizes, including the
Pompone and the Champion Miniature
Decorative. He has won the latter prize
three years in succession. The Pompone
was a gorgeous cream and lilac: the
Miniature Decorative, a gold rose. At
suburban dahlia shows, he has won other
championships. Next year ... The stage
seems set for Jack to exhibit the Cham-~
pion of Champions.—A.C.C.

Chrysanthemums
and—Trains

AILWAYMEN who are aspiring to

fame as amateur flower growers

will gain some measure of en-
couragement from the results achieved
by Operating Porter Tom Ray, of
Traralgon. Wherever competitive
growers of chrysanthemums gather, the
prowess of this young railwayman is
discussed. His outstanding successes
have been gained at the Royal Horti-
cultural Show, Melbourne, where the
State’s leading growers of chrysanthe-
mums are represented by magnificent
blooms. Tom'’s list of important prizes
is prodigious : it is sufficient to men-
tion that having won them three years
in succession, he is now the proud
possessor of the Dr. Inglis and James
Millard Cups—two much-sought tro-
phies that alone proclaim Tom as an

’Phone

Opﬂdam.

HEADACHES?

IT MAY BE YOUR EYES

Have your eyes tested regularly
by our Qualified Opticians

SPECIAL CONCESSION allowed to Railway-
men and their Families

CENTRAL 10595 FOR AN APPOINTMENT

COLES & GARRARD

870-2 Bourke Strect, Melbourne.

Pty. Lta.

July Birthdays

expert and one of Victoria's mas
minent chrysanthemum growe-
the Royal Horticultural Show
bourne this year, his several =
included a cup for the 12 <

blooms, and a special prize
other biooms. And, now,
demonstrate his versatility.

winning prizes with dahlias !

e

Railway Ball at St. K
Wednesday, July

ONE of the outstanding evems

Melbourne’s dancing seasss
Railway Ball—will be held at tk
de Danse, St. Kilda, on We
July 21. Dancing wiil be from & &
to 2 am. The inclusive subsce
is 10/6d. per person.

A feature of the evening
the attractive floor progran
ranged, which includes ex
by several of the leading
exponents in Melbourne. T*
also be a midnight hot bus

The Ball will be condu
cabaret lines, thus ensurin:
accommodation for everyone am-
Last month, the number of
had exceeded the total atter:
the 1936 Ball, and the Co-
therefore, recommends earl:
cations for reservations.

Plans are on view at th:
torian Government Tourist Bz
Queen’s Walk, and the Vice
Railways Institute, Flinders &
Station.

—_—————

REPAIRER R. Farthing, of Nth
and Stn. Master C. P. Mart
Hcepetoun, c¢n the second; Ck
Despatcher I'. D. Greene on tt
Clerk A. W. Everson, of W, &
Office, on the fcurth; Skid. Lat
Beck, cf Bendigo, and Ldg. bhun

Vonarx, of Benalla, ¢n the fifth
Pcrter K. M. Owen, of Heidelberg
sixth ; Overhead Sub-Inspecto:

Cornell, of Flinders St., cn the
Tourist Bureau Manager W, T. M
and Clerk L. J. Miller, of Acctcy.
the ninth; Clerk E. ] Burgess, of
Bceh., on the 10th ; Fitter & Turnc
Schmidt, of R.S. Head Office, and F.
Office Asst. F. E. Bettess, of Nth.
the 11th; Chemist W. S. Macar
Newport \\k‘:hops and Striker H. C
of Bendigo, on the 12th; B’makes
Bryant, of Spotswood, and Signalmaz=
Hemley, cf Flinders St., on the 13t%
Photographer A. L. Reid, and Lat:
Maore, <t DBallarat, on ‘the 1ith
Shunter J. P. Paley, of Wodonga.
16th; DB'maker L. A. Mocn, of I
on the 17th; Clerk D. P. Dillon, c:
Bch, cn lhe 18th ;  Ccmptroller c:
Sergeant, on the 19th ; Forem
Frcame cf Spotswood on the 21st
ment & Publicity Board (,haxrmaf
Letcher, on the 22nd: N
cf Melb. Yd., en the 23rd ; Fir‘
Morean, of Benalla and Skid.
Scanlcn, of Nth. Melb on the 24th
J. P. Wall, of Melb. Goods, on 1t
Repr. 6. A. Davig, ¢f Rainbow, on t
Asst. C.E. W, & W. . H. Tethr:
Elec. Fitter W. F. Drew, of Newpor
House, on the 23th+ Fireman W.'T.
of Echuca. and Plumber ]J. M. En-
Nth. Melb. on the 3lst.

Wholly set up and printed in Ausi-
the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens-street, North Melbourne,
Publishers— The Victorian Railwey: C
unssioners,
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The Month’s Topic

VICTORIAN RESO TRAIN
MADE HISTORY 10 YEARS AGO

EN years ago this month, the Reso
train steamed out of Spencer Street
on its greatest mission @ it carried

on the first stage of their tour the
widely-representative Reso party on
a great trek through Central Australia.

This tour, which attracted nation-
wide attention, made Australian travel
history and, at the passing of a decade,
it is appropriate to look back to an
achievement that set the seal upon
the fame of the Department as a medium
for organising tours.

Consisting of 87 persons—60 pas-
sengers, the remainder being officials,
motor drivers, cooks—the Reso party
was the largest organised group ever
to visit Central Australia. It was un-
questionably the prime factor in stimu-
lating the flow of tourist traffic to an
immense area of the Continent teeming
with remarkable features.

Organising Triumph

The Reso train conveyed the party
to Terowie (South Australia) from which
point another train was joined for the
journey to Oodnadatta. At Oodnadatta,
motor cars, which had been sent in
advance by rail from Melbourne, were
joined for the overland tour to Alice
Springs and the further northward
journey to Barrow Creek.

Weeks before, petrol, oil, stores and
other necessary equipment were sent
forward and ‘‘dumped’’ at specified
places. The tour was conducted on
army lines ; representative bankers,
business magnates, pastoralists, farmers,
etc., all had to wash their own dishes,
roll their own sleeping bags . . . And
they soom became adept, too !

Conducted between August 2 and 18,
1927, and covering more than 3,400
miles of travel, this historic Reso tour
was a triumph of planned organisation
extending over many months. In a
letter of appreciation sent to the Com-
missioners, the party referred to the
tour as being ‘‘ of signal service to the
Commonwealth . . . a party of Aus-
tralians had been enabled to inform
themselves on a part of the Continent
that had been too long neglected.”

HOW PULLMAN CO.
NAMES RAIL CARS
]N the United States of America,

streamlined trains have given a

new significance to the mames of
sleeping, lounge and observation cars.
Instead of choosing names at random,
the Pullman Companv has established
a Nomenclature Commiltee to deal
with a question which, according to
recent overseas veports, had become
disturbing.”

In the early days of Pullman sleep-
ing cars, the vehicles were known by
numbers. Conflict arose between the
numbers of sleeping cars and other
railroad vehicles, and after a brief
attempt to use the alphabet, the
adoption of a full name was decided
upon.

Generally speaking, Pullman parlour
cars are given feminine names and
those of birds and flowers. Com-
partment and drawing room cars are
nemed after poets, dramatists and
authors.

Naming of more than 8,000 Pullman
cars has presented many problems,
but the biggest one was the renaming
of 300 cars when the Pullman Company
took over the Wagner Sleeping Car
Company some years ago. Names on
those vehicles duplicated Pullman
names. The official in charge of
Nomenclature took a staff of clerks to
the Chicage Library, and out of his-
tories of Greece and the early Roman
Empilre came 300 names for Pullman

ars !

——

RE-INTRODUCING

OHN CARTER HOGAN, of the Spots-

wood Station staff, whose song com-
posing abilities were referred to in
the ‘“ News Letter ” last year. Now, he
has leapt into further prominence by
having one of his latest ballads, ‘ To-
morrow Will Be As
Yesterday,” included
in the repertoire of
Tito Schipa, the noted
Italian tenor whose
recitals in Melbourne
last month created a
furore. Mr Hogan
rightfully takes pride
in the warm praise
he has received from
Schipa who will sing
his song in overseas
countries. Asked
whether he would sing
it in Sydney on Tues-
day, Thursday or Sat-
urday, Schipa volubly
replied : * Saterdee!
Saterdee!! Then there
will be more people to
hear and appreciate
work!” ‘ Tomorrow
is also to be

Signor
Will Be As Yesterday'
published by a firm with International

Hogan’s

‘connections. Richard Crooks, the
American tenor, was enthusiastic about
the quality of Mr. Hogan's work. Al-
though unable to include two of Mr.
Hogan’s songs in his concerts in Aus-
tralia, Crooks took the manuscripts
back to America in the belief that they
would be published there. Mr. Hogan
has also written several other ballads
and waltzes, some of which have been
published. All of which further demon-
strates the versatility that ome finds
among a railway service of 22,000
employes. .

RETIREMENT OF
MR. A. WILLIAMS

FTER a highly succe
railway career extes
over 484 years, the C

troller of Accounts (Mr. A
liams, L.I.C.A., Licensed <
panies’ Auditor) will retire
the service on August 3. Ass
Comptroller of Accounts fus
years, Mr, Williams assumes
more responsxble position of
of the Branch in January las
Throughout his service, \-
liams was associated with
countancy Branch, and look::
over the years there is an imn:
series of major developments 1-
he played leading roles. Sp=
mits reference to only three.

Eight vears ago, he carrie
reorganisation of the whole
bookkeeping methods of the
In 1931, he took a conspicu
in the amalgamation of the A
ancy and Audit Branches.

Perhaps one of Mr. William:
standing achievements was the =
carried out in organising and
ducing the system of District A:
ing. Leading to the abolition
pensive duplication of work and exs
the results of working to be a
much earlier than formerly, the
of District Accounting is regardec
of the most impeortant inne
introduced in the Branch.

Having already visited Ja-
and New Zealand, Mr. Will:
companied by his wife and ¢
plans to tour Japan and (!
month. Later, they may visit &
and the Continent.

—_

BOOKINGS FOR TOX
A YEAR AHEAD

ADVANCE bookings by holidas =
for tours are a feature at »
torian Government Tourist Es
but recently a record was a &
when definite bookings wers
pleted for tours scheduled to
in 1938—one during the May =
and three in the August-Sep

vacation.

During the May vacation
of 24 girls from the \!
Church of England Girls’ «
School will take part in a

covering the many interes:
tures of Central Australia.
Two parties, each of -

comprise bovs from the We =

Scotch Colleges who will

Central Australia during the

September vacation. At the

time, 30 boys from the Scotc

will travel overland for a

Western Australia.

’ Expertly planned and cornds
with the educative aspect precs
nating throughout, these
should prove invaluable :i=
abling the boys and girls to
greater appreciation of the ™
and resources of their own cow
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%  Personal Postscript

Ko

Newport Workshops Manager at 35

PPOINTMENT to the responsible
A position of Manager of the New-

port Workshops at the age of 35
is the latest distinction of Mr. E. H.
Brownbill, MM.E., B.E.EE. He is the
youngest Manager ever to control this
huge industrial undertaking.  Mr.
Brownbill has taken over the Manager-
ship during one of the most important
periods in the history of the Work-
shops : the construction of the all-
steel train for the ‘‘ Sydney Limited ”
service is in itself an operation of the
first magnitude. His short but bril-
liant record in the Department, how-
ever, justifies the highest expectations

of his future career in the Service.
Mr. Brownbill joined the Department
12 years ago. For a 10,000-word thesis
on ‘‘ Improvements to Locomotives of
the Victorian Railways ™’ submitted last
year to the Board of Examiners of the
Melbourne University, he gained the
degree of Master of Mechanical En-
gineering—the only one in the De-
partment to possess such a degree.
At the request of the Tasmanian Govern-
ment, Mr. Brownbill, accompanied by
Mr. W. R. Price (Superintendent of Train
Services). recently carried outa compre-
hensive reorganisation of many Branches
of the Tasmanian Railways. —J.G.

He Can Kick Goals !

ONLY unforeseen circumstances ap-
pear likely to prevent Geoff. Mclnnes,
of the Accountancy Branch, from being
the ‘‘ star ’’ goal-kicker of the Association
this season. As full forward for Bruns-
wick, he has already kicked 72 goals ; his
team is now leading and are assured
of playing in the finals, hence Geoff.
should maintain his position at the top
of the list. Last year from the centre
half forward position, he kicked 55 goals,
finishing fourth on the list for the As-
sociation. Few senior players have had
such a varied football experience, Dur-
ing the past Il years he has played with
Port Melbourne, Melbourne, St. Kilda
and, for the past two years, Brunswick.
Before transferring to Brunswick, he
was captain and coach of the St, Kilda
second eighteen., Over six feet in height
and weighing 12 stone 8 Ib., Geoff. is now
having the best season of his career.
His success, he says, is due to the co-
operation of his 17 team-mates. Still,
he is an outstandlng high mark, an ex-
cellent position player and the possessor
of more than average ‘' goal-sense,’”
Incidentaliy, the Brunswick team includes
five other Victorian Railwaymen : Captain
and Coach Roy McKay (Rolling Stock) ;
Tom Clarke (Rolling Stock); Ray Quinn
(Way and Works) ; Stan Vaughan {Way
and Works) ; and Vern Lamprell (Trans-
portation). —L.J.N.

john Brown of Newport Retires

SOMETHING like a record in farewell gather-
ings seems possrble when Mr. John Brown
retires from the position of Materials’ Clerk at
the Newport Workshops this month. Mr.
Brown completes 49% years of service—and
all at the Newport Workshops ! That is a

record unapproached by any other member
of the clerical staff. Actually, he commenced
at the old Williamstown Shops, and moved
across at the opening of the Newport Work-
shops when its small size and relatively primi-
tive machinery scarcely indicated that it
would eventually be one of the largest and
most modern industrial establishments in
the Southern Hemisphere. Mr. Brown not
only saw the Shops grow and increase in
importance. He retained a unique amount
of information about their progress, and for
years he has been the source from which
the details of all manner of precedents have
been obtained—and accepted without demur.
For a clerical officer, his grip of workshops
practice is unequalled ; his knowledge of
the innumerable materials and the financial side
of the Shops is likewise profound. Ar Newport,
Mr. Brown is saluted as a kindly and courteous
gentleman who now retires with what must
be the supreme satisfaction of knowing that in
every man there he has a lasting friend.
—G.W.G.

V.R.l. Students’ Successes

SUCCESSES gained by two students of the
Victorian Railways Institute’s accountancy
classes at recent important examinations are
a further tribute to the skilful and pains-taking
coaching of the Instructor (Mr. G. F. Yates).
Mr. W. L. Milne, of the Secretary's Branch,
passed the final examination of the Federal In-
stitute of Accountants, and Mr. W. K. Nevin,
a member of the Victorian Public Service,
was similarly successful at the examination
conducted by the Association of Accountants’
and Auditors’ Institute. Mr. Nevin had
the distinction of heading the lists in Vic-
toria in Partnership Law and Mercancile Law.
He was also second and fourth respectively
in both subjects for the whole of Australia.
Mr. Yates is a former Victorian Railwayman,
He joined the Rolling Stock. Branch in 1911,

HEADACHES?

IT MAY BE YOUR EYES

Have your eyes tested regularly
by our Qualified Opticians

SPECIAL CONCESSION allowed to
Railwaymen and their Families

'PHONE CENTRAL 10595 FOR AN APPOINTMENT

COLES & GARRARD

$70-2 Bourke Street, Melbourne.

Pb'. Ltd.

transferring to the Stores Branch in
He resigned from the Department in %
He is now in his fourteenth year as Insz~
at the Institute. In addition to pes
the degrees of A.LLC.A. and AFLA. =¢ &
Licensed Companies’ Auditor, Licensed ™.
cipal Auditor and a member of the Cha—=
Accountants’ Institute of Australia. —

-4

CHANCE FOR RAILWAYM:E
TO BECOME PUBLIC SPEAK:

AST month the recently-fors

“V.R.I. Debating Club” mads
auspicious beginning when a ‘' Hew
Hour” was conducted at the Cuw
Room at Flinders Street.

On July 9, twc leading Melbours
baters—each a former winner at the
Street Competitions—debated the cw
¢“That the political salvation of the
lies m Democracy rather than in D
ships.” The forceful speeches ot
gentlemen, together with their skill
plying to a barrage <f questicns, ¢
highly instructive to members. L.:
the month another prominent
addressed the members on ‘“ The
Debating.”

Railwaymen who join the Club at :
mum membership fee will have a:
opportunities for gaining experies
public speaking. Rather than conces
on public speaking, the Club will dr=
syllabus providing fer regular for- o
meetings when various phases of t*
ject, such as the preparation of speec
special  occasions, impromptu spe
general discussions, method of corc
meetings, etc., \’vill be dealt with
perienced speakers.

Intending members of the Club
ccmmunicate _at once with the =
Secretary, V.R.I., Flinders Street.

—  —

August Birthdays

CAR & Wagon Blder. G. L. To=
Jolimont, on the second ; Paintes

Quirk, of Nth. Melb., and Car &
Blder. J. E. \Vright of Bendigo.
third ; Metro. Supt. G. Rogers, ané ~=

man G. A. Hirt, of Newport on the
Fitter & Turner E. E. Tucker, of Ars

the fifth; Ldg. Shunter J. McE
Melb. Sd and Gds. Guard P. C. H
Melb. Yd., on the eighth; Boilermu

Pyke, of Ironworks Dvn., on the

Melb. Yd., on the 11th ;
Smith, of Newport Werkshops, on t=
Clerk W. M. Houston, of Printing
and Senior Timekeeper J. Dearden.
Melb., on the 14th; Fireman J. |

of Nth. Melb. Loco., on the 15th:
Checker J. Stark, of Melb. Goods
16th ; Water ‘%upply Engineer W. ~ =
on the 17th; Stationmaster W. M:

of Kensmgton on the 18th ; Ldg. Hs
ter J. J. Young, of Newport Works
the 19th; Engineer W. P, Hambri =
R.S. Branch, and Coppersmith
McDonald, of Newpert Worl\ﬂ' 3
the 20th ; ClerkJ E. McDonald, c:
Supt.’s Ofﬁce on the 21st; Fire
Trevethan, of Ballarat, on the
trict Supt. T. H. Maddem, of Sey
Blacksmith E. C. Bourke, of
Workshops, on the 23rd ; Clerk A
of Room 2, cn the 25th; B’make
Smith, of Newport, on the 26th ; Cle
Carson, of W. & W. Staff Office on:
Skld. Labr. A. Box of Maryberoos
the 28th; Carpenter G. R. Gold
of Oakleigh, on the 29th ; Commrs
Officer R. G, Wishart, The Chalet *
L. McClelland, and GangerA B. ©
of Donnybrook on the 30th; W
Porter G. E. Hill, eof Flinders Q,,:—
Lineman W. H. Westerbeck, of =
Street, on the 31st.

Wholly set up and printed in Ause
the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens-street, North Melbourne, %=
Publishers— The Victorian lewm .
missioners,
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V.R. NEWS LETTER

September.

The Month’s Topic

HISTORIC
RAIL ANNIVERSARIES

WO historic railway anniversaries
T occur this month. One is of sig-
nificance to Australians generally ;
the other possesses world-wide interest.

On September 13, the Australian
railways will celebrate their 83rd birth-
day. On that day in 1854, Australia’s
first railway—the line from Flinders
Street to Port Melbourne (then known
as Sandridge)—was opened for traffic.

On September 27, 1825, the Stock-
ton—Darlington railway—the first public
steam railway in the British Isles, and
in the world—commenced railway his-
tory. It was the first line of the kind
upon ‘which steam locomotives were
regularly used, and George Stephenson’s
‘* Locomotion No. [ was the first
steam engine introduced to work
‘ public traffic.”

Flagged by Horse-rider !

The spectators on that occasion
viewed an extraordinary scene. The
historic engine, hauling six wagons of
coal, one passenger carriage (the
world’s first, though it was a mere box
on wheels), 21 coal trucks fitted with
seats, and six more loaded coal wagons,
and preceded by a rider on horse-back
carrying a flag, moved solemnly but
surely at a speed of from six to eight
miles an hour.

Although passengers were conveyed
by steam train on the opening day, it
was not until some years later that
this became the general rule. The
locomotives were reserved for the more
valuable coal traffic, passengers travel-
ling in a single coach on wheels drawn
by horses.

However, in October, 1829, it was
decided to test the suitability or other-
- wise of the steam locomotive as the
motive power for the Liverpool and
Manchester Railway, then nearing com-
pletion. So the historic Rainhill trials
were conducted.  Four locomotives
were entered for the £500 prize,
and George Stephenson’s ‘‘ Rocket,’
which can be said to have originated
the essentials of locomotive design,
proved conclusively the possibilities
of steam traction.

The skill and courage of Stephenson
was the foundation of the immense
present-day edifice of railway enter-
prise with its tremendous continent-
wide services and superb stream-
lined trains—a contribution to civili-
zation that has been unparalleled in
its benefits to the world.

SERVICE

‘“ Dear Sir,

‘“ At the conclusion of our festivities,
I desire to convey to you the deep appre-
ciation of my Committee for the ser-
vices rendered throughout the Cele-
brations, and would ask you to kindly
convey to all concerned the thanks of
the Committee for the very able manner
in which the comforts and needs of our
homecomers and other visitors were
attended to by the station staff and
train personnel.

1 would like to especially thank the
Stationmaster at Mildura and his staff
for the co-operation and courtesies
extended to me whilst in Mildura or-
ganising these Celebrations.

‘““ There has not been one complaint
of any description received by me,
and the improved service to Mildura
received high praise from nearly every-
one who signed our visitors’ book, the
total number of which was 252.

““ Trusting you will convey our ap-
preciation and thanks to those con-
cerned at your earliest convenience.
—Mr. R. Wyllie, Organising Secretary,
Mildura Golden Jubilee Celebrations
Committee, writing to the Chaxrman of
Commissioners who, in reply, said :

My co[leagues and I are very graufzed
indeed to receive such a commendatory
communication from you .

Streamlined Locos. Have
Historic Names

WHEN the new all-steel, semi-stream-

lined and completely air-conditioned
train enters service on the Melbourne-
Albury section of the Melbourne-Sydney
route, it will be hauled by locomotives
named after men associated with the early
history of Victoria.

After seeking authoritative advice, the
Commissioners adopted the following
names for the four ‘' Pacific’’ loco-
motives which will be available, singly

to haul the new train.—S. 300—‘‘ Mat-
thew Flinders ; ' S. 301—"* Sir Thomas
Mitchell ; "' § 302—“ Edward Hency ;'

S.303—'* C. J. Latrobe.”

When viewing the new train—one of
the most modern in the world—Vic-
torians will doubtless reflect upon the
courage and enterprise of the four men
who played such historic parts in setting
the foundation for the State’s remarkable
progress.

By linking the new train closely with
these pioneers, the Commissioners have
given their names a commemorative
significance which has won widespread
appreciation.

INTRODUCING

DRIVER George Lynch, of Wodonga,
who is one of the drivers of the
streamlined ‘“ S’ class locomotives, but

.. He is also a shorthand writer and
typist; a roneo machine operator; a
V.R.L Instructor in Engine Working and
Westinghouse Brake at Wodonga; a
talented musician (he
plays 14 or 15 instru-
ments) ; a second
cousin of the famous
Lynch Family of Bell-
ringers, and, finally,
a ventriloquist!!! To
shorthand, George
says he owes his
knowledge of loco-
motives. While at-
tending the V.R.L
Classes in Engine
Working and Westing-
house Brake at Flin-
ders Street 21 years
ago, he simultaneous-
ly took on a course
of shorthand — and
soon he was taking

and poultry have been advanced

with or without bread and burt:
tea, coffee or milk,

with bread and butter or with =

age taken with the entree, th-

“ MAKES AIR-TRAY
OLD-FASHIONED ™

N view of the approaching

pletion of the new train

Melbourne-Albury section
Melbourne-Sydney route, there
terest in the following item
from an English newspaper -

““ American railways have modernises
selves to such an extent that they —u.=
travel [ook almosc old-fashioned. C.
| got today a letter from a man in C ews
Ohio, describing a run there from De
the new streamlined train, the Mercu—

“The trip,”’ he writes, ‘‘was a gre=
venture. We had seats in the rear s
car, highly modernistic. with an obse
section in the (streamlined) tail, =
double-glass windows carefully sealec
no dirt or smuts could enter.
conditioned interior was held at 70 2=
with humidity regulation.

** Trains like the Mercury,” the les
on, ''definitely place the automobile
discard, and mark the revival of train pe=
travel for all who can afford it. ft
poor man who uses the automobile toder =
for daily necessities.

‘“ My greatest thrill was to stanc
observation car watching the speec
holding steady at 85 m.p.h., while %=
traffic fell behind as though it were =
still.  Our train made the run at 68 =~ =
hour average, with all stops.””

B

Refreshment Room Pr:
Now Higher

BECAUSE of the increased ope =
expenses in recent years, the
missioners have been obliged te
the prices in the Metropolitan Ra.
Refreshment Rooms. The new
which came into operation on Augs
is more in line with the rates prev e
in City cafes.
Light refreshments now ¢

instead of 6d.; entrees, joir:

A departure is the introduc
the unit pricing system. Und
arrangement patrons pay or
what they eat. Previously, an

cost 1 -
the various items are priced sep=
entree, 7d.; bread, 2d.; butie
tea or coffee, 4d.; milk, 3d.
It will thus be seen that ar

coffee costs 11d. If milk be the

is only 10d.

‘- precious mnotes of the Instru
lectures.” When, in 1925, he =
pointed an Instructor, he recs
the value of his students
written explanations of his own
Hence, typewriting lessons fo
then the purchase of a roneo dup!
and ever since his class has had the
fit of ‘* papers”’ dealing with all yu
of the subjects he teaches—w-
typed and run off on the dup.
by this very proud driver of the s
lined ** S’ class locomotive. At

examinations, George has woz &
gold medals for Engine Work
Westinghouse Brake; his pup
also gained many successes. &
to hundreds of railwaymen whe
chuckled at the highly diverting
tions he has ﬁgured in as a ventr
George has ‘‘ thrown” his voi
under and over all kinds of unexpe
places. But the furthest he has &
jected his voice occurred last =

when, in a 15-minute interview
work as a driver, he spoke iz
microphone at 3UZ.
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