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V.R. NEWS LETTER

Fanuary, :

The Month’s Topic }

On the Eve of

Big Developments

PACE limitations alone prevented a
more extended review of the many
major happenings in the Depart-

ment during the last 12 months.
* * *

It is well to emphasise, however,
that every railwayman can take pride
in the knowledge that his own conscien-
tious, individual effort has contributed
to the great service which the Depart-
ment renders the whole community.

* %k *
Transport
Trends

What of the future ?  Air-condi-
tioning has just been introduced, and
preparations are also being made for
the construction of a modern, all-steel
train for the Sydney Limited route.

We believe that every railwayman
realises the great significance of these
developments in rail transport. Apart
from the substantially improved travel-
ling conditions for passengers, these
ventures are further striking evidence
of the Department’s consistent endeavors
to keep abreast of world movements in
modern transport.

After all, if any organisation remains
indifferent to progress, it cannot hope
to survive.

Historic
Year

In deciding to introduce air-con-
ditioning, the Department is in the
highly advantageous position of possess-
ing all the experience and knowledge
gained after exhaustive practical de-
monstration overseas. What air-
conditioning has achieved abroad will be
comparably repeated in Victoria—of
that there is not the slightest doubt.

k* ok %

For these reasons, we enter upon
1936 eager and expectant, fully con-
vinced that the near future will be
historic in the annals of the Victorian
Railways.

Attracting Tourists
from New Zealand

RS. L. DREXLER, Travel Hostess

at the Government Tourist Bu-
reau, leaves this month on an official
visit to New Zealand.

The object of her tour is to gain
first-hand information concerning New
Zealand tourist resorts and to investi-
gate the possibilities of promoting
tourist traffic from New Zealand to
Victoria, Mrs. Drexler will make
contact with all the leading travel
agencies and will also deliver ad-
dresses on Victoria’s tourist attractions
and the South Australian Centenary
Celebrations.

Following the submission of her
report, a publicity campaign in New
Zealand will be planned.

x % %

INNER of a nation-wide Essay

Competition on Australia conducted
in Canada by the Australian Trade
Commissioner (Mr. L. R. Macgregor),
Miss Grace Patullo, of Montreal, Canada,
is now in Australia as the guest of the
Commonwealth Government.

Miss Olive Norman, of the staff of
the Government Tourist Bureau, was
selected to be Miss Patullo’s companion
on her trip to Western Australia.
Miss Norman, who has been on the
Bureau staff for some years. is well-
equipped to impart information on
many phases of Australian life and
conditions.

— ——

INTRODUCING—

ISTER M. NORTHCOTT, Sister-in-

Charge of the Railways Nursery—

the only one of its kind in the
Southern Hemisphere. In selecting
Sister Northcott to con-
trol the Nursery on its
establishment in 1933,
the Commissioners
were fortunate in se-
curing the services of
such a  widely-ex-
perienced nursing ex-
pert.  After her five
years’ training at the
Glasgow Western Hos-
pital, Scotland, she was
appointed Sister at the Royal Hospital
for Children, Edinturgh. In 1921 she
arrived in Melbourne to take over the
position of trained nurse at Government
House during the term of office of Lord
Stradbroke as Governor of Victoria.
Subsequently Sister Northcott was a
Sister at the Queen Victoria Hospital,
Melbourne, and Matron at Sale, Hay
(N.S.W.) and Mildura Hospitals. To
Sister Northcott is due much of the
credit for the popularity and success of
the Nursery.  Enthusiastic, thorough
and possessing an aptitude for ingratiating
herself with her tender charges, she
continues to retain the confidence of
an ever-increasing number of mothers
who entrust their children to the care
of herself and staff.

Suggestions Showe
Big Yearly Rise
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T the time of going to

the suggestions received ¢

1935 had totalled 2,63
highest yearly number recorded
1928 when 3,129 suggestions
submitted to the Betterment
Publicity Board.

Following are the totals over
seven years’ period. These t:
show that the downward trend
1928 has been effectively arreste

Year 1928 3,129 Suggestu
1929 2,262
1930 2,110
1931 . 653
1932 992
1933 1.374
1934 1,093

1935 (Incomplete) 2,630

A significant feature of the =
figures 1s that the number of su:
tions received during the year
closed, when there were 22,00
waymen, compares more than &
ably with 1928 in which year -
was a much greater staff—28,00

The Commissioners are highls
preciative of the splendid respor
ratlwaymen during 1935, and the:
with confidence to 1936 being prod
of a substantially greater numbe

suggestions. v % %

THE Sfollowing ideas which have rews

been adopted are indicative of the =
and of the very wide range of sugge
submitted :—

Installation of a test bench a:
Newport Power House:

That table of trains, Flinders-sz
to Spencer-street, be incorpors
in the suburban public fo.
time-tables ;

To weld bronze keep stops in lu
motive axle boxes;

To use a roller on trip arm »
(train stops) ;

Improvements to worm wheels
stoker equipment at the Newyp
Power House :

An improved mandril for use
connecting rods at overhauls
Departmental Garage.
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Personal Postcript

Ballarat’s Loss

K HEN Charles Dunstan, Officer-
in-Charge of the Ballarat Goods,
retires this month, there will be

widespread regret not only in railway
circles but among the business com-
munity. Naturally he is loth to leave
a position that has been so congenial—
and his life’s work. Throughout his 19
years in control, he has had one all-
embracing objective—the rendering of
the highest degree of service to De-
partmental patrons. That he has
achieved an outstanding success in this
direction is amply demonstrated by the
many glowing tributes paid to him by
leading Ballarat businessmen. Mr.
Dunstan possesses a wide, practical
knowledge of goods work, gathered in
many parts of the system. He set a
firm foundation when he started as a
junior clerk in the Melbourne Goods
Sheds in 1887. Later he was Officer-in-
Charge of Echuca Goods and also Wharf
Master during the wool traffic on the
Murray River. Among the positions
he successfully occupied were Station-
master’s Clerk at Ballarat, Chief Booking
Clerk at Geelong and Chief Clerk in
the Maryborough District Superinten-
dent’s Office. He was the first railway
man to occupy that position. Mr.
Dunstan is a brother of the Premier
of Victoria (Hon. A. A. Dunstan, M.L.A.),
while a son, Vernon, is a clerk in the
Secretary’s Branch at Spencer-street.—

S.A

Sporting Administrator

KEN DONALD, of the General Super-
infendent’'s Office (Room 1) has
had a.silver tray mounted on rosewood
and a seven-piece tea and coffee service
added to the manv tangible expressions
of appreciation of his services in the
sporting sphere. These handsome gifts
were the North Suburban Cricket As-
sociation’'s recognition of his 20 years
as President. One of the three largest
junior cricket bodies in Australia, the
Association has had the benefit of Ken's
services since it was formed 25 years

ago. If anything, Ken is better known
for his active work with the Victorian
Football Association. He was the As-
sistant Secretary for 21 years. For the
past 14 years he has been either captain
or vice-captain of the St. Peter's
(Brighton) cricket team. He is also a
first-aid enthusiast, and has been a
steward at all departmental competi-
tions held. —H.C.H

Senior S.M. Retires

DWIN JAMES KAVANAGH, the

Senior Stationmaster in the ser-

vice, retired last month after pre-
siding over the busy Spencer-street
station for more than four years. Ever
the completely efficient railroader, his
term as S.M. was characterised by an
attention to detail that placed his
administration there on a par with that
of the many prominent Stationmasters
who have preceded him. His wide
knowledge of transportation working
was exemplified when he was chosen
for the responsible post of Examining
Officer for Stationmasters’ and Assistant

Stationmasters’ certificates. Apartfrom
railways, Mr. Kavanagh’s main hobby
is thoroughbred racehorses. Reared in

the north-eastern district where the
Kelly Gang roamed, Mr. Kavanagh at
an early age became a keen lover of
horses. He possesses a remarkable
memory for the pedigrees of scores of
racehorses, including Phar Lap, Man-
fred, Heroic, Amounis and many other
celebrities of the turf.  Mr. Kavanagh
entered the service in 1887, and was
appointed relieving Stationmaster in
1908. He was a Traffic Inspector in the
Metropolitan area in 1921.—T.M.

January Birthdays

Asst. Stn. Master F. A. FFarmer, ¢f Thorn-
burv, on the first: Plant Attendant W. C,
Collins, of Newport Pcwer House, cn the
second ; Rng. Gear Repairer A. Nelson, of
Nth. Melb. on the third ; W, & W. Engineer
G. S. Luttrell, of Nth. Melb. ¢n the fourth;
Porter J. T. Daly, of Wonthaggi, on the
fifth; Fireman L. J. Conn, of Newport
Power House, on the sixth : Asst. Chief Elec.
Engineer C. G. H. McDonald, Trn. Des-
patcher R. F. Dodds, of Spencer-st., and

DEAFNESS GONE..!

The Western Electric Co. stands behind the
WORLD’S GREATEST DEAF-AID—the...

AUDIPHONE

SPECIAL CONCESSION:—
Allowed to Railwaymen and their Families.

COLES & GARRARD @
370-2 Bourke Street, Melbourne, Cl.

Opticians

Fitters’ Asst. J. P. Connelly, of Fl»
¢nthe seventh ; Ganger H. Wines, ¢
borough, on the ninth; Clerk C. I
of G. P. & F. A’s Bch., on the 11t
T:ansport Supvr. C. G. Walker, L:
Ryder, of Newport Workshops, ==
Cutter H. Byrne, of Printing Wort
12th ; Carpenter A. G. Thomas, «
on the 13th; Car & Wagcn
Schmidt, of Newport Worksh
Shunter T. Crowe, cf Castlemain
14th; Ganger R. Mclntosh, of
cn the 16th; Fireman C. 'H.
Ararat, and 'Skid. Labr. L. G.
Wangaratta, ¢n the 17th; G
O’'Reilly, of Donald on the 18th
Cletk E. W. Johnson, of R.S. I
Miss H. C. Stanley, ¢f Duplicating
on the 20th; Train Register C¢
Dewsnap, c/¢ Metro. Supt., on
Skld. Labr. C. E. Coe, of Bendig
22nd ; Clerk E. A. Pleydell, of Clai=
on the 23rd ; Skid. Labr. F. J. Lo-
Spencer-st., on the 24th; Ga
Nolan, of Flinders- st., on the
Mector Driver J. H. Innes of Ul
26th;  Asst. Stn. Master R, L.
Donnybrcok, »n the 27th; B. &
Member L. C. Bromilow "and Cle-
Cumming, of Mordialloc, on the 2=
Stareman A. ]. H. Amery, Trarzle
Depot, on the 31st.

Musical Bendigonians

Railwaymen at the North
Workshops have exhibited a
worthy ‘‘social sense.”” Respos
appeals by energetic colleague
have largely financed the formas
a Mouth Organ band, which is =
pride of Bendigo. About nine =
ago, 25 railwaymen set out ass.o
to become masters of the mouts
So well have they succeeded
band, with Frank Palmer as
master, has been acclaimed at =
ous concerts in Bendigo and s=r=
ing districts. They have also per
over the local ‘“ B’ class broac
station. Much of the credit for 3
the band through the pioneering
to its present strong position is
Les. Eddy. ‘“ He was perss
enthusiastic,” said a colleague
office-bearers are : President, H ©
Vice-presidents, G.A.Curtis:] =
A. Barry, J. Stapleton, G. Tk
Beecroft, N. Clarke, D. Gaugks
Ebdon and M. Gardner ; Secretas
Treasurer, F. Brown; Comm
Clarke (Chairman), Cum=
Eddy, J. Osborne, F. Rogers, R.
B. Frayne. H. Watson and J. Com

Last Mile Post

RAILVVAYMEN.all over the =~
learn with profound regret of

last month of Mr. Patrick Zinnow.

best known locomotive drivers in t

Shortly after reaching the North
Locomotive Depot to commence

December 9, he collapsed whilst 1=

member of the staff.

Mr. Zinnow was a picturesque p<
Possessing an unfailing sense of hus
a store of amusing railway rem
gathered during 306 years of s
was among the most popular and «
the railwaymen at the Depot.

For the past 14 years, he was :
of the locomotive that regularly
special train for Wirth’s Circus.

The V.R. * News Letter ” is issued mw
the V:ctonan Railways Commissione
ratlwayman in the service. Personal pa
and other brief succinct contributions
addressed to the Editor, Bettermen: o
licity Board, Head Oﬁ?ce

-Publishers—The Victorian Railwa

Wholly set up and printed in A<
the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens-street, North Melbourne,

missioners.,
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V.R. NEWS LETTER

Februar

\ The Month’s Topic ‘

Careful Crossing Campaign

ROSS CROSSINGS CAU-

TIOUSLY ! Once again the

Department is conducting a
State-wide publicity campaign on a
subject that affects every member of
the community.

It is a lamentable fact that, despite
thousands of accidents at level cros-
sings—numbers of them having a fatal
sequel—many road-users still fail to
exercise that degree of care which a
railway level crossing so obviously de-
mands.

It is this continued lack of caution
which has caused the Department to
give close and unremitting attention to
the subject of reducing accident risk
at crossings.

All Crossings Inspected

For a number of years a Level
Crossing Committee, comprising ex-
perienced officers of the Way and Works
and Transportation Branches, has func-
tioned closely with a representative of
the Royal Automobile Club and muni-
cipal councils.  Thorough inspections
have been made of crossings, and
considerable expense has been incurred
in affording greater protection.

Where practicable, level crossings
have been replaced by subways or
overhead bridges, but this work must
obviously be governed by financial
considerations.

Each level crossing is equipped with
one or more standard railway crossing
signs. Where necessary the wing
fencing is also painted white. Where
the approach to the crossing is such
that it cannot readily be seen, warning
signs, which are now standard through-
out Australia, are erected either by the
Department or by the Country Roads
Board.

Train Headlights

To equip all the open level crossings
—totalling more than 3,000—with gates
or automatic warning signals would
involve a huge expenditure. However,
34 wig-wag or flashing light signals have
been erected where extra protection
is necessary, while a considerable
amount of money has been expended
in providing interlocked gates.

Powerful electric headlights have
been installed on 213 locomotives and
on nearly 400 suburban carriages.

30,000-Mile Tour By
Mr. C. H. Holmes

RAVELLING by train, aeroplane
T and ship, Mr. C. H. Holmes,
Director of the Australian National
Travel Association, will cover nearly
30,000 miles on an official world tour.

Mr. Holmes is a former
Chairman  of  the
Betterment and Publi-
city Board which post
' he left in 1929 on the
inauguration of the
Association.

Leaving Brisbane by
i acroplane on February
5, he will travel zia
Java, Sumatra, Malava,
Siam, Burma and
India, thence up the Persian Gulf to
Baghdad. Leaving the aeroplane at
Baghdad, he will undertake a 500-mile
trip across the Assyrian Desert to
Haifa, thence by train to Jerusalem
and Gaza, where the London Air Mail
will be rejoined.

He will call at Alexandria, Athens
and Brindisi, where the train will be
taken to Paris, and the journey to
London completed by air.

From London Mr. Holmes will, if
the schedules are convenient, travel
by the ‘“ Queen Mary ' to New York.
He will cross the United States of
America and Canada, and return
to Australia via New Zealand.

DINING CAR REVENUE RISE

noteworthy advance in the

dining car revenue on the

Sydney ‘‘ Limited "’ was regis-
tered during the four-weekly period
ended January Il1. The services
included 2,544 dinners, 2,781 break-
fasts and 4,679 refreshments.

The number of breakfasts alone
averaged just below 100 per day.
The revenue for the period was the
higgest for any period since May,
1930.

INTRODUCING

Conductor Joe Keppell, of Spencer-

street, who is now ‘‘air-minded.’
In other words, he is one of the first
conductors to become proficient in con-
trolling the temperature and humidity
in the air-conditioned
car on the Sydney
*Limited.”” His pro-
gress as a conductor is
a vindication of the
- judgment of ex-District
{ Superintendent F. .
" Kilmartin, who insis-
tently urged Joe to
apply for a vacancy 13
years ago. Since then,
this quiet, methodical
railwayman has effici-
ently attended to the
comforts of thousands of train traveliers
in many parts of the State, including
Royal, Reso and Holiday trains. His
aptitude for the work led to his selec-
tion for the responsible post of Con-
ductor on the Vice-Regal State Car
two years ago.

Reducing Lightning
Damage In
Suburban Area

O reduce the possib:
Tdamage to the overheas

ing, rolling stock, eles
equipment and tracks &
severe lightning and wind s
the Department is erects
number of ‘‘tie” statie
selected points in the sum
area.

Varying in length from
31 ft., ““tie” stations have
been erected at Clifton Hill
Footscray, Toorak. North Me
Hawthorn and the Melbourne *

Circuit Breakers

A further four “‘tie” si=
now being designed for ere
Princes-bridge, the Flinders-s:
duct, Balaclava and Moorabt
expected that they will !
within the next six months.

High speed c1rcu1t breake—~
automatically ‘‘cut out” th
section when abnormal conditicss
will be installed in these ‘‘ tie
High speed circuit breakers are
installed in a number of autors
manually-operated sub-stations

The most usual cause «
is lightning. A lightning flas
the lines to a high voltac
“spills over” the surface
porcelain insulators in the *
spark. The spark is har

\

.

“Tie' Station’s
Quickly Shown:

IX days after they were iz
in the ‘ tie” station a
scray in December last, &
speed circuit breakers gave 2
ing demonstration of their
value.

Lightning flashed over a=s
portant insulator at South K
ton, but beyond burning the v
of the insulator no harm -
The power supply was no!
rupted.

Twelve months ago a ligw
storm caused a serious bre
of train services at the sars
tion. The insulator was
allowing the wires to fall
track. Single line working
operation for several days

itself, but its passage throu
forms a conducting path al
the 1500 volt power curre:
the form of a fierce arc. i
persist its heat will crack -
lain and the wires will fall

Practically the whole of
ment for the high spe
breakers is being obtaine
while apparatus, standar
Department, is being used
auxiliary equipment for ope
controlling the circuit breos
been developed and, with
ceptions, manufactured in th
street Workshops.
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Personal Postscript

By

Printing Personality

“ copy

Arthur, and all the best !

77—And just Retired

S Monotype Keyboard Operator
Arthur King, of the departmental
Printing Works, approached this
he was nearing the comple-
tion of setting his final issue of the
** News
month after 30 years of invaluable

Letter.” He retired

service. Since it commenced in October
1930, the 65 issues of the ‘' News
Letter ' have been set by him with

a speed and accuracy which have won
the
parture is a pronounced loss to the
Department—"' Arthur is one of those
irreplaceables, both as a craftsman and a
was the deservedly high tribute
by Mr. Milton F. Gray, Printing Manager.
Arthuris the quiet, unassuming possessor
of a record that is probably unique in
Throughout his 30
years of service, he was late on only

highest appreciation.  His

i

man

the Department.

last

de-

Telling South Australia

CHOSEN for the managership of the
Tourist Bureau Branch Office re-
cently established in Adelaide, Bert
Streckfuss, of the G. T. Bureau staff, is
well-equipped to stimulate tourist travel
from South Australia to Victoria.
Since transfer to the Bureau in 1925, he
has had wide experience of tourist
traffic essentials. It was largely due to
his enthusiastic and thorough organisa-
tion that the educational day-tours to
Yallourn for scholars have been such an
outstanding success. He also extended
the idea by arranging school vacation
tours, combining scenic and educational
features, to a number of the leading
tourist resorts. For some time he was
one of the Bureau's officers deputed to
meet visitors on Interstate steamers ar-
riving in Melbourne. C.

Variety
IGNALMAN, cricketer and landscape

; e painter . . . Such in brief has been
two occasions ! Twice in 1930—after the varied life of Alf. Jones, who
24 years of remarkably consistent | rerired Jast month after a record-

punctuality—he ‘‘ missed the clock.”
But his record was blemished only to

EW railwaymen outside the Depart-

ment have such a record of con-
tinuous association with important rail-
way work as Rail Shop Foreman Harry
Pitt, who recently retired from Thomp-
sopn’s engineering works, Castlemaine.
Now 77 years of age, he was employed
by Thompson’s for 55 years, 46 of them
being in the position of Rail Shop Fore-
man. During that time he was attively
and closely connected with the manu-
facture of more than £1,000,000 worth
of points and crossings for railway tracks
in all parts of the State. Some of the
biggest track-layouts used by the De-
partment passed under Harry's ap-
praising eye. Throughout his long ser-
vice, the popular veteran exhibited a
high standard of workmanship, his
courtesy gaining him hundreds of rail-
waymen as firm friends. This was
tangibly shown when on his retirement
present and past Departmental rail
inspectors made him a gift of a case of
pipes. V.K.

breaking term of 25 years in the Box
Hill signal box. In his early days, he

the extent of a meagre If7 minutes. To | \oac 3 block recorder at Princes Bridge
all the expressions of esteem that | \ nen Mr. C. Miscamble, a former Com-
Arthur carried with him on his retire- | iccioner, was the Signalman-in-charge.
ment, | add mine: “Well done,

Alf. operated the signal levers at many
places, and wherever he went he was
a star and versatile cricketer. In fact,
his scores have a distinct Bradmanesque
touch. He played cricket in various
grades for 4| years, and during that
time scored 58 centuries. The last time
he topped the century—I40 not out—
he was 55 years of age. He was also
a wicket-keeper and a right and left
hand bowler. Now that he has retired
from signalling and cricketing, Alf.
intends to devote more of his leisure
to landscape painting in which sphere
he has been more than ordinarily suc-
cessful. A pupil of the late Walter
Withers, Alf. has been consistently
represented by oil and water color
work at the annual exhibitions of the
Victorian Artists’ Society for the past
I5 years. Many of his paintings have
found their way into homes in over-
seas countries.

The name of
THE WESTERN
ELECTRIC Co.
is sufficient to
impress vou that
their DEAF-AID, the

Auo’ip_/'»o;r?e

LA S Supersedesau others
COLES & GARRARD
Opticians Pty. Ltd.
370-2 BOURKE ST., MELB. C.1

COLES & GARRARD, 35

BRIGHT EYES'!

You can’t have bright, smiling eves i your vision
is imperfect. Consu't our Qualified Opticians,
Phone C10595 for a sight-test,

Pty. Led.

—AS.

370-2 Bourke St., Melbourne, Cl.

Young Executive

PECIALLY recommended by =

versity Appointments Bo:

cause of his brilliant recc
student, Ted Rogan, of the Sec=
Branch, was [ast month appo-
a high executive post in the '
Gas Association of Australia. A
only 26 years of age, he has
ground of commercial essent:
bespeaks years of unremitting :
cessful study. Last year, he ==
the degree of Bachelor of Cc
at the Melbourne Universi:
years previously he had passec
examination of the Federal Ins
Accountants, He was then I
of age. Ted entered the rai'w
vice in 1925, and after eight =
the Rolling Stock Branch he was
for transfer to the Secretary s
He was attached to the Siz®
until September last when
transferred to the staff of the C
of Commissioners.

February Birthdays

DG. Painter W. Poynton, of

street, and Clerk A, C. Cook
Bch., on the first ; Driver E. He
Fairv, and Fitter and Turner R. |
Bendigo Wkshops. on the third :
Moaran, of Acctcy. Bch., on 1t
Signalman C. O’Malley, of Flind
and Blacksmiths’ Striker R. J.
Newport Power House, on the
Fitter W. K. Jarvie, of Flinders-
sixth ; Estate Officer R. F. Calcu
maker A. F. Cunningham, of
Wkshops., on the seventh; Caro
Grigor, cf Sale, Storeman G
Spotswood, and Clerk ). A. C?
Traffic Bch., on the eighth; C
Galt, of Spotswood Reclamation
the nminth; Elec. Fitter S. ].
Jolimont Wkshops., on the 10tk
Wkshops. Manager G. A. Curtis &
Mechanic H. N. Foster, of Spen
the 1ith: Rail Medical O
D. M. Little on the 12th; F=
V. E. Little, of Newport Pov
and Clerk A. C. Austin, of Acct
the 13th: Fitter A. A. Garratt, ¢
and Signalman A. Leitch, of H:
the 15th; Platelaver J. E. McGee
District on the.16th ; Fireman ].
of Nth. Melb. Loco., on the 17t
maker R. H. Thompson, of Ballara:
and Shunter R. Penhatlurick, of
on the 18th; Gds. Checker P. &
Melb. Goods, and Elec. Fitter ¢
of Flinders-st., on the 19th; Ge-
Freight Agent J. MocClelland
master C. Kelly, of Fast Camber
Wagon Bldr. A, N. Dowling, of
on the 20th ; Asst. Stationmasies
nedy, of West Footscray, on the =
master A, L. Abbott, of Flinden
R. R, Fleming, of Spotswood W
Yd. Foreman H. Jupp, of Melb.
2ith ; Toolsmith J. R. Myerscous
port Wkshops., and Optg. Pc-
Emerson, of Heyington, on the 25:
A. C. Aldersea, of Metro. Dist.,
Supt. Pass. Train Service W. R
Optg. Porter ). P. Leonard, o:
on the 27th; Chief Elec. Eng
Colwell, and Clerk L. A, Curr
Melb. Wkshons., on the 28th.

The V.R. *“ News Letter” ¢
the Victorian Railways Commission
railieayman in the service. Persons
and other brief succinct contribuu
addressed to the Fditor, Betterme
licity Board, Heail Office.

Wholly set up and printed in
the Victorian Railways Princ
Laurens-street, North Melbours
Publishers—The Victorian Ratwas
missioners.
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V.R. NEWS LETTER

Marci:

\ The Month’s Topic ‘

Rail Travel’s
Keynote is Comfort

t NYWHERE to Anywhere ’’ is the
descriptive slogan adopted by
the Department to give pro-

minence to the innovation of reduced

country return fares operating through-
out this month.

Elsewhere in this issue an outline
is given of these substantially reduced
fares. These alone provide railwaymen
with powerful talking points on the all
important matter of stimulating rail
travel.

In addition to these special fares,
there are other aspects which demon-
strate the superiority of rail travel over
all other forms of land transport.

Relaxation

Unquestionably railway travel pro-
vides exceptional opportunities for a
high standard of relaxation, including
facilities for reading, writing and sleep-
ing. On country trains, toilet facilities
are available at all times and generally
rail travel, especially on long distances,
has a degree of comfort not approached
by any other form of land transport.

Train travelling comfort is greatly
enhanced by the knowledge that com-
plete safety is assured. The reliability
of the men and equipment associated
with the railways has become a by-word.
It is of paramount importance to pas-
sengers.

Safety

Each railwayman connected with
train operations is mentally and phy-
sically sound in every way. Eye-sight
and hearing must conform to a very
high standard, and ‘‘Safety First '’ is
always the guiding principle.

Trains traverse an exclusive right-
of-way, and the equipment, regularly
tested and examined, is as dependable
as human ingenuity can make it.

In brief, every member of the
service possesses a unique opportunity
for advocating the attractiveness of
rail travel. The reduced fares and the
superior comforts of rail travel provide
railwaymen with effective talking points
in stimulating traffic.

ANYWHERE to ANYWHERE

ETURN fares throughout

March are on the most at-

tractive scale ever offered
over such a long period. The
reductions range from 33 to 60 per
cent. below the ordinary fares.

From March 1 to 31, first class
return tickets will be issued at slightly
more than one-half the ordinary
return fare, and second class return
tickets at two-thirds the ordinary
return fare. These tickets will be
available for return for one month
from date of travel.

Where the train service permits a
day return journey, first-class return
tickets will be issued at less than one-
half the ordinary fare, and second-class
return tickets at one-half the ordinary
fare.

Excepting the suburban lines,
these greatly reduced fares are avail-
able over the Victorian Railways
system, including the Balranald, De-
niliquin and Stony Crossing lines.
They are also available for travel to
and from Albury (N.S.W.) and Mt.
Gambier and Pinnaroo (S.A.).

E

RANGING from ‘““ Neon' signs to
handbills, the present publicity
featuring the ‘“ Anywhere to Any-
where ” fares during this month repre-
sents the most comprehensive cam-
paign yet carried out by the Department.
The following illustrates the va-
riety and State-wide scope of these
publicity activities :—
‘“Neon” signs at Flinders-street station :
Posters (40 1n. x 25 in.) at all stations;
Posters (40 in. x 25 in.), advertising Mel-
bourne events in March, at all stations;
Posters (6 ft. x 3 ft.) at Flinders-street,
Spencer-street, Princes Bridge, Ballarat.
Bendigo and Geelong stations; Posters (20
in. x 25 in.) at all Shire Halls and technical
schools ; Wednesday Bulletins at all suburban
stations; Front page of ‘‘Weekly Notice ;
Handbills ;  Windowg displays at the Tourist
Bureau and Branch Office, Spencer-street ;
City theatre screen advertising ; Radio broad-
casting ; Press announcements in all Mel-
bourne daily and country newspapers;
Display advertising in  Melbourne daily
papers ; Advertising in all country news-
papers ; Advertising in Magazines.

First Year of Rai!
Telephone Exchan

TATISTICS of the faults
have occurred demonstras
great vreliability of the
paratus of the new railways
matic telephone exchange.
month, the exchange completss
first year of operation.

During the year there wer-
132 faults in the mechanism
was of a minor nature and
instance was it sufficient to ca.
slightest interruption to the s«

On the basis of the mor
5,000,000 calls which have
through the exchange, there
than one fault for every 40,0
Comparisons with similar equ
in other parts of the world re:
this proportion of faults is exceps
low. -

Record Days

As an illustration of the capa
the exchange to handle an excemn
volume of business, it is signific
mention that on Christmas Eu«
there were 22,500 inter-departm.
calls and 3,287 calls from the #
network, between 9 a.m. and *
This was the busiest day yet exper

Long-distance  telephone
versations between Melbourr-
Ballarat and Melbourne and
have been considerably curtails
addition to increasing the cap
these lines, the necessity for pr
additional facilities has been pos-

Failures to replace the
promptly after the end of a ¢
ton and inordinate delays
mencing to dial after remo-
receiver were particularly pre
during the first six months
operation of the exchange.

These irregularities have &

substantially reduced, thus =«

rially aiding the attainmen:
greater all-round service from
exchange.

INTRODUCING—

TATIONMASTER Charlie Whitelaw,
of Mornington, who is better known
perhaps as the owner and skilled

operator of radio station VK3BH. A
foundation and leading member of the

Wireless Institute of Australia, he
became fascinated with radio 28 years
ago. Since 1919, he
has been ‘‘on the

. air ' entertaining at
many country centres
with equipment
mostly built by him-
self.  Always noted
for his powerfully-

constructed sets
. which have brought
him radio friends in
remote parts of the
world, Charlie gained
Commonwealth-wide
prominence in 1926.
Listening in on 32

metres at Benalla, he heard afz
very persistent voice calling “‘Aus
Answering the call, he was surprs=s
delighted to hear Captain (now
Hubert Wilkins, the Australian =
who said he had a special
for the then Prime Minister
Hon. S. M. Bruce) from the
Arctic region near the North
Mr. Bruce gratefully acknowlecs
message, and asked Charlie to =
a congratulatory reply. “ Yes
radio, but then | like fires
better ! ©* is Charlie's totz
expected admission. Hence the
of him clad as a fireman. He ==
firefighting at Prahran in 1907, :
interest has never flagged. He s
an active country fire brigade’s ==
at many centres, including Eag e+
Benalla, Stawell, Woomelang z-«
bury. For the past 2} years he w
nected with the Ascot Vale Fire ¢
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Mavrcs:

Personal Postscript

:

Tribute

E has rendered that service

which entitled him to the es-

teem of his employers, and, by
his never failing courtesy and upright-
ness, retires carrying with him the seal
of good fellowship, the highest honor
his fellows can bestow.”” That glowing
tribute appeared prominently on the
attractive souvenir programme of the
recent farewell social to Mr. George H.
Farrelly, Manager of the Spotswood
General Storehouse. It accurately sum-
marises the feelings of his many friends
both inside and outside the service.
Mr. Farrelly’s six-year term as presiding
officer over the Department’s ‘‘ nerve
centre ’’ of the stores organisation was
characterised by that care and efficiency
which he had always displayed in other
important positions in the Branch.
In the course of his 49 years of service,
he had been Stores Inspector and Chief
Clerk of the Branch. In that period
he gathered a wide experience of the
thousands of articles purchased by the
Department, and his knowledge was
an invaluable factor in the smooth
operation of branch activities. His
colleagues’ parting gift was a handsome
wireless set. —H.D.A.

Roaming S.M. Retires

ONE of the best known Stationmasters
in the service, Bill Killeen recently
retired, the last three of his 49 years’
service being spent in charge of
Williamstown Pier. Between 1887 and
1908, during which he rose from block
recorder to Stationmaster, he moved
around very little. But once in pos-
session of his S.M’s cap, he developed
nomadic tendencies, and for the next
18 years roamed all over the system as
a Relieving Stationmaster, Traffic In-
spector and Train Running Officer. As
R.S.M.,, Bill became a couspu:uous
personality at many leading stations.
In 1926 he was appointed to Port Mel-
bourne, and six years later moved just
around the Bay to Williamstown Pier.
Bill was a sound transportation railway-
man whose tact, preciseness and general
efficiency made an impression on rail-
way patrons wherever he was located.

T

Ideal Secretary

OR six years Personal Secretary to

the Chairman of Commissioners—

a position demanding capacity, de-
pendability and energy of a high rank—
Harry Hodgens has now been promoted
to the Secretaryship of the Rail-
ways Classification Board and State
Mine [ndustrial Tribunal, a dual post
of high responsibility. Harry's wide-
spread panorama of railway affairs
generally, gained during his valuable
association with the Chairman, fore-
shadows that he will be equally suc-
cessful in staff matters. He is one of
a number of clerks who, passing from
the Melbourne Goods Sheds through
Room | (Transportation Branch) have
completely justified their selection for
transfer to the Secretary’s Branch.
Last month he completed 26 years’
service in the Department, || of them
being in the Transportation Branch. —C.

Secretarial Successor

ACK PRETTY, of the Betterment and
Publicity Board, confesses that he
received the biggest thrill of his life
when he was chosen as Personal Secre-
tary to the Chairman of Commissioners.
With characteristic preciseness, he was
immersed in the Board’s multifarious
printing and advertising details when
a summons came from the Chairman.
Overnight he found himself trans-
planted into one of the coveted posi-
tions in the Department. Jack has all
the attributes for a successful term
with the Chairman, and his friends con-
fidently predict that he wilk be seen
at his best when the greatest pressure
is on. This is amply demonstrated by
his notorious enthusiasm for hard work.
A returned soldier and licenced short-
hand writer, he has had varied ex-
perience in many parts of the Secretary's
Branch, including a term of four years
as Registrar of the Board of Discipline.
For some years, he was closely asso-
ciated with the printing and checking of

the Commissioners’ Annual Reporﬁ.
—L.P

March Birthdays

CLERK N. F. Mills, of Estate Office, on
the first; Clerk G. M. J. Carns, of
Traffic Bch., on the second ; Commissioner

CONSULT US ABOUT YOUR EYES

you suffer from Headaches or Eyestrain
SPECIAL CONCESSION ALLOWED TO RAILWAYMEN AND THEIR FAMILIES
’Phone Central 10595 for an appointment.

COLES & GARRARD {3

370-2 Bourke-st., Melb. CI.

Sight Testing Opticians.

M. J. Canny, Staff Board Member
Brennan, Architect S. Steel and Fer:
O’Brien, of Wangaratta, on the third
V. P. Lyons, of Nth, Melb. and
Driver C. O'Neill, of Spotswood.
fourth ; Car Painter E. J. Plant, of *
W’kshops and Ganger W. G. N
Melton, on the sixth ; blgnalman WL
of Nth. Geelong, and Clerk ] K
Acctey. Beh, on the seventh ; Filt!’
Walters, of Yea, on the eighth;
‘W. J. Harris, of Warragul, on the 10t
Conductor G. T. Harding, of Elw
Genl, Metro. Manager L. C. B-
Refresa. Bch., on the 12th; Fiu
Mahon, of ]olimom on the 14th:
Al Lunn of Spencer-st., and Cle
Ewels, of Acctcy Bch., on "the 151!
Help L F. Mahony, of Bendigc
16th ;  Shunter A. J. Candy, of A-
the 17th; Ganger E. E. Hyde, of
on the 13th; Shunter G. Dicke
Melb. Yd., on the 19th ; Shunter E.
of Flinders-st., on the 20th ; Boile—
M. ‘Iyrell, of Newport, and Cler
Woolfe, of Spotswood Storehousc.
21st; Fitter & Turner A. ;
Ballarat, and Clerk G. N. Foster, o:
on the Z‘an; Apprentice Sailma:
Pithie, of Newport, on the 23rd
Electrician J. C. Crosbie on the 25t}
Stationmaster A. S. Harley, of Gec
Rolling Stock Bch. Chief Clert
Dickinson on the 26th; Porter R.
of Warragul, Clerk F. A Ferg
Acctey. Beh., and Supt. Loco. Sur
Dillon on the 23th ; Repairer R. G.
of Lethbridge and Elec. Mechan::
Roberts, of Flinders-st. on the 30th:
‘. W, James, of Glen Iris on the 31st

—_—————

Last Mile Post.
HORACE WILLIAM BLESS

FTER a prolonged illne

H. W. Blessley, Assistar

mercial Agent, died last
He was a returned soldier wis
vears' active service abroad
credit.

““ Mr. Blessley’s passing is
loss to the Department,” s
W. L. Middleton, Commerciz
in paying a high tribute to
round ability and enthusias
Mr. Blessley displayed. ** He
expert in all phases of goods w
completely vindicated his
from 200 applicants for the
of Assistant Commercial Ager

His wide knowledge and
for salesmanship, allied with
ing and forceful personality m
an 1deal officer in the %=
campaign to regain traffic
been lost to competing servic

Mr. Blessley was closely a-
with  the introduction of
Contracts. It was an unc
that bristled with complexit-
he gained an outstanding su
stlmuhtlm, the acceptance
Contracts by railway patror
parts of the State.

The V.R. ' News Letter " is issued m
the Victorian Railways Contmissioner
railwayman in the service. Personal p=
and ofler brief succinct contributions
addressed to the Editor, Dettermen: o
licity Board, Head Office.

Wholly set up and printed in A
the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens-street, North Melbourne, »
Publishers—The Victorian Railwas
missioners.
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| The Month’s Topic f

Tourist Bureau's
Wide Activites

HE rapidly dzveloping activities of
T the Victorian Government Tourist

Bureau are shown by the statement
recently revealed in a Departmental
broadcast that the Bureau answers
orally or by letter over [0,000 inquiries
a week.

These inquiries cover all phases of
travel—road, rail, sea and air—and it
is the proud claim of the Bureau that
it never turns away any petson without
the information which is desired.

Progress in the Bureau’s work as
a travel adviser has come with the
public realisation of the fact that there
is no specialisation in its energies ; it
is there to serve the whole community.

Already booking for road services
co-ordinated with the railways, the
Bureau will, in the near future book for
all the chief passenger services operated
under the authority of the Transport
Regulation Board. This is a timely indi-
cation of the Bureau's broad field of
endeavor.

Special Booking Facilities

With the establishment of a special
service to book tourists and travellers
for hotels and guest-houses throughout
Victoria, the Bureau will immensely
enhance its value, and increase its
utility as a convenient central office
where all the varying travel demands
will be met.

It is not overstating the case to say
that the Bureau's travel information is
encyclopedic, and that it is one of the
biggest influences in the community in
making Victoria better known to
Australians.

Nothing could better illustrate its
work in the latter respect than the
number of students who have been
booked by the Bureau’s representatives
for various tours in Victoria during
May, June, July and August. In addi-
tion to parties from Victorian schools,
there will be parties from three other
States—South Australia, New South
Wales and Queensland— and they will
be able to undertake escorted tours by
raif, road and boat that will not only
afford them the maximum of holiday,
but will be of a definite educational
value.

Assistant Dietitian
Appointed

of raising the standard of

refreshment services for rail
travellers, Miss E. S. Ramsay has
been appointed Assistant Railways
Dietitian.

TO assist in the general plan

Her qualifications
and wide practical ex-
perience of dietetics,

- allied subjects and
¢ kitchen organisation
should prove invalu-
able in supplement-
ing the diverse ac-
tivities of Miss Betty
Wilmot, Railways
Dietitian and Wel-
N fare Officer.

At the time of her
appointment to the
Department, Miss Ramsay was die-
titian and lecturer and examiner for
nurses in invalids’ cooking at the Gee-
long Public Hospital. She was for-
merly Supervisor of Food Services
at the Austin Hospital.

In addition to obtaining her di-
ploma of domestic science, Miss Ram
say qualified as a dietitian at the
Alfred and St. Vincent’s Hospitals.

New Rail Motor Sedans

ITH the purchase#of six
W ‘“ Dodge ” sedans for use

as rail motors, the Depart-
ment will greatly improve certain
Postal Motor services now op-
erated by °° Sheffield 40 and
‘“ Casey-Jones ”’ gang motors, and
at the same time stimulate pas-
senger traffic.

The new vehicles will run on
flanged steel tyres and will have com-
fortable seating accommodation for
six passengers and driver as well as
provision for luggage, mails and
parcels. The chassis, on which will
be mounted Australian bodies, equip-
ped with armour-plated glass, will be
the ‘“Dodge” LE. 30 type fitted
with  6-cylinder 23.44 horse-power
engines.

Increased Mobility

Mechanism for turning purposes
(similar to that incorporated in the
““Dodge ” Inspection Cars) will give
increased mobility especially in run-
ning trips to and from stations not
equipped with turntables.

It is intended that the new rail
motors will be operated on the follow-
ing lines :—

Ararat-Avoca.
Horsham-Goroke-Kanagulk.
Birregurra-Forrest.
Irrewarra—Cressy.
Shepparton-Dookie.
Donald-Woomelang-Mildura.

JCr. BROWNBILL
NEW DISTINCTI'

10,000 word thesis on
A provements to Locom

on the Victorian Railw
submitted to the Board of Exs
ers of the Melbourne Unis
has gained for Mr. E. H. Brow
B.E.E., B. Mech. E., Engine
the Rolling Stock Brance
higher distinction of the &
of Master of Mechanical
neering.

By this further success, Mr
bill, who 1s 34 years of age.
the only one in the Depart
possess such a degree.

His contribution, which
hensively and lucidly dealt
most far-reaching improven
locomotives carried out by =
partment in recent vears, W
praised by the Examiners.

Mr. Brownbill has been i=
associated with highly i
vestigations and tests to .
that have been crowned by oums
successes.

It is estimated that the
ments to the front ends of loc
have led to an increase of up *
cent, in the horsepower of
locomotives at certain speeds

Mr. Brownbill joined 1w
vice as an engineering stu
1925 after a brilliant career
University.

INTRODUCING—

ARTER HOGAN, oper:
ter of Spotswood, who :
looking forward more

than anyone else to the proje
to Australia of Richard Cr
celebrated American tenor, <
with radio listeners. Carter
written an
ria”’ whick
circles pred
ing the idez
song for
Song com:
Carter’s

s Eight years
rather diffic
tempted ¢
and pr
““Memories
a haunting
ody. Since
has composs
popular tune
dies as ** Us
Harvest
“Land of
Nights *” and several fox-trot=
steps. Just now, James }
well-known Irish-Australian -
two of Carter’s compositions :
negotiating  for  releases
one of the leading British
phone Recording Companies

Carter Hogan,
a member of the
staff at Spotswoad 34
Station.
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4 V.R. NEWS LETTER Ap
: . " - . April Birthdays

. I GQIGNALMAN . P. P. Jones,

H : Poade 2 on the first; Bockstall Mar

H H ersona OS Scrl H w H Letcher and Elec. Train Dri

H H i i Anderson, of Jolimont, on 1t

H H = L Laborer J. V. Young and Toolm:=

Stewart, of Newport, on the fou

pen\tir 1. W. Benson, of Sale ar

* J.H.R.”” Retires the forward line. Last year, he toured %le}ku&‘é‘ayf\_olf)a;tlgl}? O%?i’frfi

FTER April 2, perhaps the best

known signature to station staffs

throughout the system will be
missing from official memoranda and
passenger refund orders. Mr. J. H.
Reilly, Principal Fares Officer in the
Traffic Branch, retires on that day after
50 years’ service. His knowledge of
all phases of passenger fares, regulations
and coaching rates is unsurpassed in
the Department. The Passenger Fares
Book—one of the most important and
voluminous publications issued by the
Department and the basis of the pas-
senger revenue—has always been beside
him, but it is safe to say that his com-
prehensive knowledge made it rarely
necessary for him to consult it. Few
railwaymen are so popular and so
widely respected as Mr. Reilly. To
his long list of daily callers he remained
ever courteous, serenely unruffled and,
above all, most helpful, and his de-
parture is sincerely regretted by all who
had the privilege of being associated
with him. He is one of the two remain-
ing original members of the Traffic
Branch—Mr. J. McClelland (General
Passenger and Freight Agent) has the
longest service in the Branch. Mr.
Reilly’s first 17 years of service saw him
as an efficient booking clerk, goods clerk,
Assistant Stationmaster and Relieving
Stationmaster. —S.B.

“ Magpie

ON. TODD, the block recorder at

the Viaduct Signal Box, is a rail-

wayman whose sporting exploits
seem destined to bring him even
further into -the public eye. The
rudiments of football and cricket have
been very firmly grasped at an early age
—he is only 19—by this tall, unassuming
railroader. His several impressive ap-
pearances with the Collingwood League
Football 18, including one of the final’s
against South last season, indicate that
he should be a successful successor
to the famous Gordon Coventry on

i

the Northern States with the Magpies,
and made a great impression in the
various games against South Mel-
bourne. For most of the season, he
played with the Second 18, and won
the trophy for the best and fairest
player in the club. Playing cricket this
season with the Heidelberg Line in
the V.R.l. Metropolitan Competition,
Ron. has several Grimmett-like per-
formances to his credit. —R.C.H.

Energetic and Enthusiastic

HEN it was decided to re-
W establish the Newport Work-

shops Employes’ Picnic
Club after a lapse of 11 years, the
position of Secretary was filled
with lightning-like speed. As a
matter of course club members
looked no further than Norm.
Armstrong, the popular Telephone
Attendant on the Shops’ switch-
board. They knew they could
obtain an efficient, energetic or
enthusiastic occupant for the re-
sponsible post. Although he
modestly disclaims all credit for
the Picnic’s outstanding success—
‘“it was teamwork,” he says—he
nevertheless attended to all the
numerous details with a precise-
ness that left no doubt about
ultimate success. Norm. is also
the proud Secretary of the Newport
Workshops Band, and glowingly
tells you of the Band’'s achieve-
ment in winning the *“ C” Grade
Centenary Championship at South-
street Competitions in 1934. He
is also Secretary of the Newport
Workshops sub-branch of the re-
turned soldiers’ League. A re-
turned soldier, with over three
years’ active service in the A.LF.
Norm. can rightfully claim to be
one of the youngest to enlist in the
A.LLF. When he went into action
at Gallipoli in 1915, he was only
14 years of age. —AL.E.

the eighth; Opertg. Porter W
kervis, of Ballarat, on the ninth
C. J. Jinks, of Bendigo, on the tc
patch Clerk E. P. Linden, of Sz
and Skilled Laborer E. Brennan,
st., on the eleventh; Clerk N, L
Acctey, Bceh., on the twelfth;
Officer P. E. Cooper and Per
Alford, cf Colac, on the thirtecr
J. M. Allsop, of Acctey. Beh,, o-
Clerk H. H. R. Woodford, of Ele
the 16th; Fitter’'s Asst. G. W. °
Nth Melb. Loco., and Contr
W.J. A. Anderson, of Elec. Bch., «
Clerk B. J. Wood, of Ballarat, or
Fireman J. L. E. Leveille, of Nev
House, on the 19th; Clerk H. !
Stores Bch., on the 20th; Clerk E
of Caulfield and Stcreman T, P. -
Spotswood, on the 22nd:
Asst. J. Lynch, of Newport, or
Asst. Signal Adjuster W, B. Le
Melb., on the 24th; Skilled Lzt
Jacobs, ot Oakleigh, on the 2c:
Ganger M. Maloney, of Nth. °
Signalman W. S. Gilmore, of (
the 27th; Special Inquiry Office-
of Traffic Bch., on the 28th; I
Help G. T. Smith, of Newpor:
R. J. Gordon, of Nth. Melb.
J. J. Palmer, of Acctcy. Beh., or
Fitter & "I'urner A, R. Goodman
and Goods Checker J. S. Sipp
Goods, on the 30th.

SPECIAL CONCESSION TO RAILWAYMEN AND THEIR

FAMILIES

Headaches Eased
with “C & G’s”

Glasses are only fitted after
a thorough eye examination.

COLES & GARRARD
370-2 Bourke Street, Melbourne, Cl.

PTY.
LTD.

Phone . . . . Central

OPTICIANS

10595

Presentation t
Mr. P. T. Mear

HE social function at -
T Institute last month
well Mr. P. T. Mear«
ing Transportation Staff
was one of the most so

ever held.

All records of the Inst
broken when more than 350 r
and ex-railwaymen were ;
wish him good health. N\I-
General Superintendent
portation, presided at the
and the toast of the eve
proposed by Nr. Don.
Chairman  of the Staff |
General President of the I:

No greater tribute to Mr
popularity could be found tha=
that his railway friends clubbes
to present him with a very su»
wallet of notes.

In addition, a special pr
was made to him on behalf o:
of retired Stationmasters.
this opportunity of thankin:
who so generously contribw
ticularly those whom he will
to thank personally.

The V.R. *“ News Letter” is issued »
the Victorian Railweays Contmissios
ralwayman in the service. Persona
and other brief succinct contribution
addressed to the Editor, Bettermer
licity Board, Head Office.

Wholly set up and printed in
the Victorian Railways Print=y
Laurens-street, North Melbo
Publishers—The Victorian Railws
missioners.,
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V.R. NEWS LETTER

‘ The Month’s Topics

Better Service

For Rail Patrons

N this issue, further striking evidence
is given of improved train services on
the Melbourne-Adelaide and Mel-

bourne-Mildura lines.

What has been accomplished on
these lines has been repeated—in many
cases, surpassed—in other parts of the
State. Since 1934, spectacular trans-
formations have taken place in country
train schedules—all as part of the con-
tinuous State-wide review of train ser-
vices.

Although a substantial measure of
improvement has been achieved, it
must not be imagined that finality has
been reached.

Every day the schedules of trains in
some part of the system are being critic-
ally reviewed ; and wherever practic-
able improved services are being intro-
duced.

* * *

V.R. Institute’s
Value Appreciated

UDGING by the remarkable rise in
J the membership of the Victorian

Railways Institute, an ever-growing
number of railwaymen throughout the
State are realising the widespread
advantages which accrue from active
association with the Institute.

A wide range of educational subjects,
covering general commercial courses
and specialised railway working, allied
with tuition in the pianoforte, the
violin, voice culture and production
and dramatic art demonstrate the
attractive opportunities for railwaymen
inspired by the urge to improve their
positions not only in the service but in
the world at large.

Social, lounge, billiard and dancing
rooms provide endless scope for re-
creation. These facilities are also en-
joyed by railwaymen at 12 country
centres. In the sporting sphere there
is a modernly-equipped and expertly
staffed gymnasium at Flinders-street,
and a spacious general sports ground at
Royal Park

Not the least important feature of
the Institute is its fine library which
contains nearly 35,000 books catering
for all the varied reading tastes.

New Suburban Tickets
To Be Issued

PREPARATIONS are now being
made for the early introduction of
a new type of ticket—known as_the
“gcheme ” ticket—for ordinary single
and return suburban issues.

The ¢ scheme” iicket will be
issued for one journey to a group of
stations on various lines to which
the same fare applies.

Following the introduction of these
new tickets, the printed stock of
tickets and accountancy work at subur-
ban stations will be substantially
reduced, while the issue of blank
suburban tickets will be almost entirely
abolished.

After the efficiency of the new
tickets has been demonstrated at
Caulfield and Footscray, it is expected
that the scheme will be extended
throughout the suburban area.

SERVICE

“LAST evening my daughter, coming

from Upper Ferntree Gully, gave up
the wrong half of her ticket at Richmond
in changing for another suburb. The
checker came into the train and when
she explained what she had done, the
checker said, ‘That’s all right, Miss.
I'll telephone your station and let
them know it is all right’ When she
arrived at her home station, the porter
said, ¢ Yes, Miss, that’s all right. T've
heard about it

“Such courtesy and commonsense de-

serve great commendation and should
be known. It is equal to the London
policeman telling a lady in my presence,
not to get worried as he knew she did
not mean it when she took the wrong
turn and held up the whole of the traffic.
More of this kind of thing would help
everyone.”’
—Quotation from letter received from
Mr. T. W. Haynes, of 499 Little Collins
Street, City.

INTRODUCING—

RNIE CAMPBELL who, as officer-in-
E charge, presides over the New-

market Livestock Siding. Both
for its size and the huge volume of
livestock traffic, this railway activity is
the biggest of its kind in Australia.
From all parts of the
State, 75,000 trucks,
bringing nearly seven
million sheep, cattle
and horses, converge
on the Siding yearly.
Asked how this vast,
complicated business
was so  smoothly
handled, Ernie be-
came lyrical. ‘At
this place,”” he en-
thused, ‘‘organisa-
tion, co-operation
and enthusiasm are
the prime factors—
and | get them in
‘full truck loads’ from everyone!”
In those terms, he pays a generous
tribute to the efficient and helpful
assistance which railwaymen, agents and
drovers render every day. At the
same time, it must be emphasised that
Ernie’s own wide, practical transporta-
tion experience exerts a big influence.

< lom

Ernie Campbell

LOUVRE TRUCKS IN DE!

N exceptionally heavy d«
A for louvre trucks f

transport of fruit =
feature of the export fruit
now nearing completion.

The traffic in grapes,
Goulburn Valley and Queensl:
fruit was handled simultaneou
the fruit for export overseas.

To satisfactorily cater
heavy perishable traffic, wh
verged on Melbourne fro:
parts of the State, the whol
existing stock of 1,245 louvr
was pressed into service.

During the export fruit seasss
February to May, fruit for varics
in the United Kingdom will be
into 56 steamers. It is estimases
635,000 cases of apples and 350.0%
of pears will be exported.

It is an undertaking which
skilled organisation and the ¢
co-operation of the staffs a:
in the fruitgrowing districts.

Many of the ships are ¢
fruit destined for a number
and to facilitate unloading
it is essential that the loadir:
tions into the ships at Port M
and Victoria Dock be carr
systematically.

Careful Organisation

To enable this important
to be achieved, instructions :
issued each day from the
Superintendent’s office settinz
days of loading, the overseas
ports, the shippers’ names
quantity of fruit for each shir

Guided by these instruc:
loading and despatching
trains from the originating s
being organised to bring tr
alongside the ships in overs
order.

DIESEL ENGINES F
RAIL MOTORS

FTER a little more thas
A half of the stipulates
months’ trial, a comp»
ignition (Diesel) engine £
one of the Department’s &
rail motors has strikingly
strated an avenue for sub
annual savings in fuel co=
tion.

Tests carried out on the !
Somerton and Bendigo-1!
Wallan lines have revealed
mileage obtained with the cor
ignition engine per gallon
at least two and one-half t
secured when using the
petrol engine.

It has now been decided t
four additional engines of
for use on rail motors opes
the Fawkner — Somerton :
proof-Sea Lake—Kulwin ; Tz
Wodonga ; and Morningt
ston lines.
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V.R. NEWS LETTER

Ma

Personal Postscript

Bendigonian Retires

HE many friends of Jim
Stapleton, Foreman Black~
smith at the Bendigo Work-
shaops, will be sorry to learn that
ill-health was responsible for his
recent retirement from the ser-

vice. Jim’s happy, genial dis-
position will be missed at the
Shops. With a background of

music rendered by the Work-
shops’ Mouth Organ Band, his
fellow-railwaymen gathered in
force during a recent luncheon
interval, and demonstrated un-
mistakably their affection and es-
teem for him. On their behalf,
Mr. G. A. Curtis, Workshops
Manager, presented Jim with
two easy chairs—one for Mors.
Stapleton. Mr. W. Hosking, Presi-
dent of the Shops’ Committee,
supported by Messrs. Ceresa, Stev-
enson, Edgar, Beecroft, Jones, Pres-
ton, Hickey and Hogben each
praised the wveteran railroader.
Jim was equally well and favor-
ably known at the Newport Work-
shops where he was employed from
1901 to 1926. In the latter year,
he received promotion to the
position of Foreman Blacksmith
at Bendigo North. —A.L.S.

Sprinters

MONG the strongest contenders

for the coveted Stawell Gift at

Easter were two railwaymen from
the Frankston line—Tom Graham (Yard
Porter, Mordialloc) and Dick Stamp
(Porter, Edithvale). Although neither
competed in the final, each had the
distinction of winning a heat against
some of the best runners in Australia.
Chief among Tom Graham’s perform-
ances during a five-year career are
victories in the Maryborough Gift
(1933) and the Bairnsdale Gift (1936).
Dick Stamp revealed his versatility as

a runner after elimination from the
Stawell Gift semi-final (130 yards). He
went on to win the 220 yards handicap.
One of the much-fancied runners for the
Gift, his ability as a sprinter fore-
shadows that many successes will come
his way. Other notable track feats
include victories in the 220 and 100
yards handicaps at Mildura, and runner-
up in the Inglewood Gift. Both these
fine runners were ‘‘discovered ’ by
Clerk Dick Cumming, of Mordialloc,
to whose. wise training and general
coaching they owe, in a large measure,
the successes they have achieved.
—A.P.R.

‘“ Believe It or Not”

the unbounded interest of

that indefatigable seeker of
the world’s unusual happenings—
Robert L. Ripley. <Car Builder
George Seabridge, of the Newport
Workshops, has never been late for
work throughout his Departmental
career of 40 years! When he
started in the service, he decided
that punctuality would be one of his
objectives, and despite many vicis-
situdes he has stuck to his allotted
task and triumphed. His feat recalls
the records for consistency created
by Miss W. Burridge, of the Powers
Machine Division, and ex-Monotype
Operator, A, F. King, of the Depart-
mental Printing Works, both of
which were referred to in recent
issues of the ‘‘ News Letter.”” Their
respective records of daily ‘‘beating
the clock »’ ranged over 104 and 36
years. —P.

H ERE is a feat that would arouse

50 Years’ Service

TATIONMASTER E. T. Evans
S of Richmond retired recently
with a record of just on 50
years’ active railroading to his

ARTIFICIAL

EYE MAKING

On the Premises

All Art. Eyes are made

individually by our own

Maker and a perfect

colour match is guaran-
teed.

COLES & GARRARD
Opticians - Pty. Ltd.
370-2 Bourke St., Melb., C!

QUALIFIED OPTICIANS

Are always in attendance in our
modern cight-testing rooms.

Phone, Cent. 10595,
COLES & GARRARD
Opticians Pty. Ltd.
370-2 Bourke Street Melbourne, Cl.

credit. He was engaged on
portation work during the
of his railroad life. Tw
eight years ago he receives
S.M.’s cap, and then began &
trek to numerous stations s
State, among them being
lake, Ringwood, Burnley, &
Rainbow and Kerang. He
settled down in the Metrom
area in 1920. After ten yew
St. Kilda he moved acrm
Richmond in 1931,

May Birthdays

LABORER J. Slattery, of Newp
shops, on the first ; Porter A,
ing, of Camperdown, and Stos
Winstanley, of Spencer-st., on tF
Repairer J. Brennan of Longwoo;
M. McCormick, of Secietary’s |
the fifth ; Carpenter T. F. Benn

ders-st., on the sixth: Chairmar
missioners H. W. Clapp anc
‘T. Doran, of Bendigo, cn the

Elec. Train Driver A. J. =
Jolimont, on the ninth; Telez
L. Clancy, of Seymour, on
Engineer W. C. Pratt, of Elec. I
Branch, on the 11th ; Clerk B. A
of G, P. & F. A’s. Branch and I
Assistant S. C. Owen, of Head O=
12th ; Clerk T. F. N. Gray, oti
the 13th Storeman H. G.
Ballaiat, on the 14th ; Driver D. \‘-
of Maryborough and Actg. W, H
spector E. Buinell, on the 17th:
Moffatt, of Acctey. Branch, on
Sub-station Cleaner J. W. C
Flinders-st., and Fireman J. !
Geelong, on the 20th ; Ganger F.
of ‘Tarnagulla, on the 21st; Fires
Sims, of Bendigo, on the 22nd -
Moulder L. R. Sinclair, of Ben:
shops, and Signalman R. J. Cla::
Williamstewn, on the 23rd; -
Workshops Manager P. R. Leslie,
Asst. A. Reynolds, of Newport P«
on the 24th; Repairer E. Beyer
worth, on the 25th ; Horse Trar
W. Gilbert, of Welshpool, on
Commissioners’ Secretary J. L.
on the 27th; Engine Cleaner L. :
of Donald, Quptdg Engineer |
gomery and Clerk F. R. Phllpn'
Bch. Head Office, on the 28th ;

J. B. Berkery, of Spencer- Stl’&t[
head Supt. G. S. Scott, on the =
F. L. Campigli, of Bendigo, and
Asst. F. O’Carroll, of Overheac
the 30th.

———————

SLEEPING CAR COMF
ON “THE OVERLAND

ACTION is now being taken b»
partment to provide a greater
travelling comfort during the wisss
for sleeping berth passengers =
Overland ”’ running between Mel

Adejlaide and on the Mildura liss

Sleeping berth passengers hawe
lege of obtaining the use of a hot
free of charge, and to ensure that as
supply of hot water will be ava
times, an improved type of gas was
fully automatic in operation =
mostatic control, is to be instaliss
Victorian and joint-stock sleeping

The V.R. * News Letter " is tssuez =
the Victorian Railways Commission
railecayman in the service. Persona
and other brief succinct contributios
addressed to the Editor, Bettermes
licity Board, Head Oﬁ?Ce.

Wholly set up and printed in .
the Victorian Railways Printi=y
Laurens-street, North Melbourse
Pubhshers—The Victorian Ralwz
missioners,
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V.R., NEWS LETTER

Fune

l The Month’s Topic k

LOCOMOTIVES’
AMAZING SPEEDS

HE big part which the steam loco-

motive will continue to play in rail
transport was emphasised by Mr. H. W.
Clapp in an address last month.

He declared that, following his con-
tacts with some of the ‘world’s leading
mechanical engineers overseas, he was
convinced that the steam locomotive is
only now entering upon a new and
greater era of usefulness.

Extraordinary Improvements

Expressing astonishment at some of
the developments in steam locomotive
practice overseas, he said that every-
where extraordinary improvements
were occurring. As a result, speeds
previously thought unattainable were
becoming almost commonplace.

In England, the leading steam trains
have reached speeds of over 100 miles
an hour hauling train loads of 200 tons.
In Germany, a steam train on a test run
attained 120 miles per hour. In America,
a streamlined steam train cruises at 100
miles per hour.

While such speeds were not at
present feasible in Victoria—the pros-
pective traffic would not justify the huge
sum involved in levelling grades, elimi-
nating crossings and strengthening
tracks to the extent required—Mr.
Clapp stated that the unremitting
research overseas in locomotive design
and operation was being closely followed
on the Victorian Railways. As a result,
our locomotives were being steadily
improved.

Benefits at Small Cost

Important front-end modifications
on locomotives had yielded results ex-
ceeding the most sanguine expectations.
It is estimated that the horse-power of
these locomotives at certain speeds
had been increased by 40 per cent. In
addition, maintenance costs had been
reduced, while there had been a nine
per cent. saving in fuel.

And these substantial benefits had
been achieved at an average cost of only
£140 per locomotive !

V.R. Printing Among World’s Best

HIS month, the ‘‘ News Letter ™
commences a series of brief articles
dealing with Departmental activities
which, although comparatively little
known, are nevertheless integral factors
in the general efficiency of the service.
® %k ok

With justifiable pride, the De-
partment has always welcomed the visits
of printing experts in Australia and from
abroad to the Railways Printing Works
at North Melbourne. These visitors
have highly praised the general lay-out,
the equipment and the excellence of
the conditions under which the staff
work.

The building is 300 ft. long, 100 ft.
wide and 24 ft. from the floor to
ceiling. Perfect natural lighting and
ventilation are two outstanding feat-
ures, Of saw-tooth design, the roof
provides 1,800 ft. of roof lighting that
penetrates every corner. Ventilation
is provided by means of 84 nine-inch
dome ventilators in the roof.

As an adjunct of the Department,
the Printing Works occupy a position

of great importance. There
tremendous annual output of pr
ing and stationery.

Thousands of books, forms.
time-tables, posters, publicits
and many other printing requ
are promptly and efficiently ;
—with substantial savings to «
partment.

Some idea of the outpur
gained by the fact that appr
1,500,000 pieces of publicity I
printed for the Betterment a:
licity Board for the 12 month-
April 30 last.

Exhibiting a variety of s
colors and lay-outs, these pruis
tions strikingly demonstrate
quality of the work performec
all phases of printing, the Rails
Printing Works are comparable »
the world’'s leading comme-
printers.

An_Invitation :

W’OULD you like to inspect 1/
way Printing Works 2 If s
touch with the Manager (Mr. )
Gray)—he will be glad to ar
mutually convenient time.

SERVICE

“ MAY I express my gratitude for the
kindness shown to us recently at
the Richmond Station.

‘“ We alighted there with two invalids
in chairs. As there were no ramps we
would have been obliged to go on to
Flinders-street but for the kindness of
your porters who showed only pleasure
in helping and who also assured us the
chairs would be carried up on our
return from the gardens. This was
done in the kindest manner.

‘“ Such kindness as this makes life so
much easier to those who have cripples
in their charge. I cannot possibly ex-
press my gratitude on paper enough.”
—Miss M. Grant, of Ellesmere-road, Wind-
sor, writing to the Chairman of Commis-
sioners.

— 4+

INTRODUCING—

MBULANCE Officer V. E. South-
wood who, as a very junior
typist, entered the Ambulance
Organisation 2| years ago. For the
last six years, he has controlled the
State-wide activities

of this highly import-

ant division. Just at
present, Mr. South-
wood is all smiles.

Efforts now in pro-
gress to stimulate in-
terest in first aid
have already resulted
in more than 850
railwaymen  joining
the Metropolitan
first-aid classes.
‘“Never in the his-
tory of the organisation has such a
large number joined up in one group,”
he said enthusiastically. ‘* Still, | want
to see every member of the service
manifesting a practical interest in first-
aid. It is a priceless asset in an emerg-
ency, whether on the job or away from
it.”

‘“MANY HAPPY RETUR

N June 7, the Railways
O ery—the only one «
kind in the Southern ==%
sphere—celebrates its third * =
day.”

Since the Nursery was co=
at the Flinders-street stats
1933, the attendance has zps
gated nearly 34,000.

Notable for its expert staff
pletely equipped cot-room: &
playrooms and hygienic clezms
plant for food utensils, the Nu=s
continues to prove a boos
mothers desiring a carefree c
the city.

V.R.I. Wireless Clu®
Activities

RAILWAYMEN in the most

parts of the State who posses
less receiving sets of five or mor«
can listen in to the programmes »
cast between 12.30 p.m. and 2%
each Sunday from V.K.3R.I. T:
length is 232.3 metres.

With a membership of ne
the Victorian Railways Institure
less Club’s amateur station at !
street is noted for the cor
high quality of the music trar

Varied advantages accrue
membership. Both countrs
metropolitan members receive
stantial concessions in the

chase price of wireless sets and 3

and also in repair work.

At regular monthly mee:
the latest radio developme
discussed and explained, thus
members to reap the utmos:
from their sets. In addiu
lications devoted to all as:
radio are circulated among m

Railwaymen in all parts
State are invited to join the Clu
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" F A Yard, and Painter A, E. Cotton, of I
: H H st. Overhead Depot, on the 29th
: [4 H 5")! H ment and Publicity Board Mer
H erson a OStS Crl t HE s O Fowler, Under-gear Repairer W. C. !
H H H of Maryborough, and Clerk G. T. !
H H H of Acctey. Branch, on the 30th.

Fares Expert

AVING had a Passenger Fares Book

on his table for the past 28
years, new Principal Fares Officer

E. Hawken, of the General Passenger and
Freight Agent’s Branch, is no stranger
to the important duties he recently
assumed. In addition to knowing the
P.F. Book from cover to cover, he can
give you ' the story behind the news "
~ of each of its numerous provisions. For
the first eight of his 36 years’ service,
Mr. Hawken was in the Transportation
Branch—as a booking and parcels clerk
at country and suburban stations and
as District Superintendent’s and Station-
master’s clerk at Bendigo. After filling
each of the positions in the Passenger
and Parcels Division of the Traffic
Branch, Mr. Hawken was appointed
Special Officer in 1923. Devoting par-
ticular attention to many phases of
parcels traffic, he achieved a notable
success in all parts of the State. For
a period he was Acting Chief Special
Officer and Supervisor of Weighing. R

D.

What Next...?
B. COM, AFLA,ACAA. ... For

the present, at any rate, those are

the only letters that Alex. Petrie,
of the Betterment and Publicity Board
staff, has the well-earned privilege of
affixing to his name. As those dis-
tinctions have been gained during the
past eight years and he is still a keen
student, there will be no surprise if he
keeps on adding to his achievements.
While becoming a Bachelor of Com-
merce, an Associate of the Federal
Institute of Accountants and an Associate
of the Australasian Institute of Cost
Accountants—in the latter examination
he was awarded a special prize for head-
ing the list in Final Costing for
Victoria—Alex. has revealed his versa-
tility by winning an Essay Competition
at the South Street (Ballarat) Compe-

titions in 1933. The subject of his
1,000-word discourse was ‘‘ 32 Years
of Federation.” The most recent

addition to the Board’s staff after 15
years’ service in the Accountancy

Branch, he has displayed an aptitude for
descriptive writing on Victoria's tourist
features. By the way, he is a member
of the Economic Society of Australasia
and an Associate of the Institute of
Public Administration. —W.E.

Ararat’s Tribute

AN inscribed gold watch, a pipe and
tobacco and a crystal salad bowl—
together with high praise for his fine
record of 25 years' service in the Depart-
ment—were received by Fitters’ Assist-
tant Gus. Sevensson when he retired last
month at Ararat. Depot Foreman G. R.
Critten and many other speakers made
it quite plain to the veteran that he was
one of the most popular railwaymen in
Ararat. If Gus. excelled in the Locomo-
tive Depot, he was equally active in the
Departmental first-aid movement. For
many years an enthusiastic participant
in this important work, Gus. was the
holder of the highest V.R. first-aid
award—a gold life membership medal.
Always anxious to spread a knowledge
of first-aid Gus, was for the past 10 years
a skilled lecturer and class conductor
at Ararat. —S.

June Birthdays

L:\BORER F. C. Rogers, of Bendigo
Workshops, and Clerk H. T. Blake, of
Acctcy. Branch, on the first; Fitter and
Turner E. Short, of Newport Workshops,
on the .third ; Stationmaster P. Letch, of
Lilydale, on the fourth; Fitters’ Assist.
F. . Maher, of Nth. Melb., and Clerk
W. P. McCaskill, of Caulfield, on the fifth ;
Ganger W. Crowhurst, of St. A;naud, and
Elec. Fitter R. ]J. Clarke, of Spencer-st.
on the sixth; Clerk L. H. "Barrett, of Room’
2, and (;eneral Service Engineer A. K.
Bartel, on the eighth; Skld. Labr. 'C. W.
\Vebsrer, of Signals Di\'ision, on the ninth ;
Clerk J. L. Dundas, of Acctey. Branch, on
the 10th ; Ticker Collector G. R. Mchllm
of Flinders- st., on the 1Ith; Clerk K. A.
Lyon, of Tram Staft Office, and W atchman
(. Bryand, of Spotswood Storehouse, on
the 12th; Advertising Manager G,

Mulcahy, and Paper Cutter Ligar Allen, of
Printing Works, on the Lith; Chief bpec:al
Officer J. E. McDowell, and Engineering
Asst. R.A. Goodhind, of Nth. Melb., on
the 15th; Clerk J. F. Cleary, of Dimboola,
on the 16th ; Fireman P. Holden, of Ouyen,
and Skld. Labr. J. W. Davidson, of Flinders-
st.,, on the 17th; Fireman R. E. Mee, of
Traralgon, and Clerk L.. H. Hick, of Acctcy.
Branch, on the 19th ; Elec. Fitter [.. Holland,
of Ballarat Workshops, on the 24th ; Claims
Agent P. A, Fankhauser, on the 25th ; Asst.
G. 'T. Bureau Manager R. T. Wotherspoon,
on the 26th; Repairer ‘I F. Vernon, of
Korong Vale, and Signalman N. R. Lynch,
of Geelong, on the 27th; Clerk V. P
McCormack, of Horsham, on the 23th;

Truck Washer P. W. Murray, of Melbourne

THE GREAT DEAF AID -

# AUDIPHONE

Incorporating

BONE
CONDUCTION
No need to use the ears.
The Audiphone is light and
almostinvisible. Supersedes
all other deaf aids.
Open till 9 p.m. Fridays.

COLES & GARRAR|D, Pty. Ltd.
370-2 Bourke St., Melbourne, C 1

SPECIAL CONCESSION

allowed to Railwaymen
and their Families

Have your eyes tested by . .

COLES & GARRARD {15

Sight Testing Opticians
370-2 Bourke St., Melbourne, Cl.

V.R.l. Members
in Olympic Team

HREE leading membes
the Australian Olympic

that left Melbourne for E
last month are members of th
torian Railways Institute’s
nasium. They are: Dick
rard (wrestler), Jack O'Hara =
ler) and Fred Woodhouse
vault).

Each has an imposing re:
the sporting sphere. Dick
has already represented Aus:
the Empire Games, where he
the distinction of becoming the
of the Empire welter-weigh:
ling championship. A membe-
V.R.I. Gymnasium for man:
Dick also excels in other bras
sport, notably long-distance sw

As an amateur wrestles
O’Hara has gained Austral:
notice. He is the present h

the Australian middle-weigh
Apart from wrestling, Jack
much time to water- polo H
member of the Victorian we
team in 1934,

Fred Woodhouse is the unc
pole-vault champion of Austr:
the recent National Games
laide, he created an Australiar
when he jumped 13 ft. 3% inct
is also the Victorian high-ju
holder.

LOCOMOTIVE BUILT
LESS THAN 10 HOUR:

OW long does it
to build a locomon
was the questios

‘““ News Letter '’ put to one
leading departmental engin
month. ** Well, it all depenss
and he gravely enlarged u
the varying factors that m
considered.

It, therefore, required m
suasive argument to convince
in 1891 the London anc
Eastern Railway Company mac
by constructing a locomotive
9 hours 45 minutes !

Intended to demonstrate how
a locomotive could be put =
this record-breaker lasted long

expected, and when recently =
it had a mileage of 1,127.750 to it

The V.R. *“ News Letter ” is issued =
the Victorian Railways Commissiore=
railwayman in the service. Personal 7«
and other brief succinct contributior:

addressed to the Editor, Bettermen: «
licity Board, Head Office.

Wholly set up and printed in A
the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens-street, North Melbourne
Publishers—The Victorian Railwa
missioners,
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V.R. NEWS LETTER

P

} The Month’s Topic ‘

Bulk Handling of Wheat

UTSTANDING amongst railway de-
O velopments last month was the

decision of the Government to
proceed with the scheme for the bulk
handling of wheat. Elsewhere in this
issue, the chief features are briefly
outlined.

As the State’s principal transport
agency, the Department is, of course,
vitally concerned in this plan. Much
preparatory work in the alteration of
trucks and tracks and the building of
new sidings will precede the intro-
duction of bulk handling of wheat.

Apart from many other considera-
tions, there is an aspect which is of
particular interest to railwaymen. The
butk handling of wheat is a timely
reminder of the close relationship
that exists between the railways and
primary producers.

* ok ok

Cheap, Rapid Transport

Obviously, the wheat harvest is of
no value unless it can be sold, and it
cannot be disposed of unless there are
the best facilities for cheap and rapid
transport to the seaboard. Further,
it must be carried expeditiously and at
rates which will enable the wheat to
compete on the world's markets with
the grain from other countries. And
the railways, unquestionably, are the
only transport medium that can meet
those conditions.

Figures relating to the carriage of
wheat strikingly vindicate this state-
ment. For the 1934-35 season, when
the wheat harvest was much below
average, 809,973 tons of wheat were
carried by rail an average distance of
167 miles and the average rate per mile
for each ton handled was only five-sixths
of a penny !

Fertilisers, which are of such para-
mount importance to primary pro-
ducers, were carried at an even lower
rate. On the basis of a [64-mile haul
for the carriage of 335201 tons of
fertilisers, the average charge was only
one-half-penny per ton per mile.

Service!

€ AM directed by resolution of
the Victorian Fruit Market-
ing Association to write ex-
pressing our appreciation to you
for the effective manner in which
the railway services associated

with the 1936 fruit export season .

were conducted and for the court-
esy at all times shown.

‘“It is a pleasure to convey to
you this expression of appreciation
and goodwill as the services ren-
dered by the Railways Depart-
ment were of substantial value.

‘“ These services, in fact, are of
national importance as they are so
vitally connected with the export
trade.”

—Mr. R. E. Boardman, Secretary of
the Association, writing to the Secre-
tary for Railways, on June 4.

During the export fruit season
(February 27 to Fune 16) mentioned in
Mr. Boardman’s letter, wmore than
1,000,000 cases of fruit, comprising
apples, pears and plums, were trans-
ported by rail from many paris of the
State to the seaboard.

Careful  preliminary  planning  en-
abled 60 overseas steamers to be ex-
peditiously loaded, and the highly ef-
ficient manner in which the whole work
was  performed reflects great credit
upon the hundreds of railwaymen con-
cerned.

Altogether it was a big job and the
knowledge that the Association was
impressed by the services rendered by
ratlwavmen was highly gratifving to
the Commussioners.

INTRODUCING—

OREMAN W. Featonby, of the New-

port Workshops, who, as foreman-

in-charge of the steel construction
shop, is in immediate control of the
building of the new air-conditioned all-
steel train for the
Sydney Limited ser-
vice. Involving many
new methods of con-
struction, the use of
a new type of steel
(Corten) and a great-
er degree of welding
and insulation than
ever before incor-
porated in carriages,
this work is, of
course, highly re-
sponsible. Still Mr. Featonby has a
complete grasp of the numerous details
and, with justifiable pride, is watching
Australian railway history being made.
Only 35 years of age and in control of
nearly 600 tradesmen, Mr. Featonby
has been in the Rolling Stock Branch
for 22 years. For six years he was in
the Drawing Office at Spencer Street,
being engaged in both the locomotive
and car and wagon sections. He has
been closely associated with the de-
velopment of welding in its application
to railway vehicles in this State.

b

NURSERY'S NI
PLAYGROUNI

YNCHRONISING  wirt
S third anniversary of

tablishment of the Ra
Nursery at Flinders Street ¢
a new open-air playgrous:
sun-room were opened on

as a further service availa®w

children attending the Nurs

Situated on a flat roof 60 1:
adjoining the Nursery and ove
the passing trains, the p!
has been highly praised b:
health and child welfare auth

The new playground 1s n
the special safety precautions
windows of unbreakable glass
wire guard of small mesh !
provided. As a further guar
climbing, various abutmens:
been wired in.

Sliding roofs, together wit
afford shade from the sun ar
from the wind and rain.
green, the floor consists of 2
prepared malthoid sheetinc
provides an ideal surface
children.

Portion of the plavground
off for the protection of the
children when playing with t
while swings, tricycles, scooter
barrou's, toy trains, etc., are
for the entertainment of
children in other parts of
ground.

Mrs. H. W. Clapp official
the playground in the prese:
Minister for Transport (He
Bussau, M.L..A)) and Mrs.
Mr. H. W. Clapp, Mr. and M
Harris and Mr. and Mrs. M.
and other guests, including
public health and child wel::
sentatives.

—_—

7-Days-a-Week
Service hetween Melbo
and Adelaide

FURTHER importan:
A tion for rail traveller

decision to increase t
service between Melbourse
Adelaide from six to seves
weekly in each direction.

Under the new schedule -
troduced on July 4, *“ The (
will leave Melbourne for Ac
Saturdays, while in the reves
tion 1t will depart from Ad
Sundays.

Sixteen years ago, there
trips weekly in each directior
Melbourne and Adelaide.
vice from Melbourne consist
4.30 p.m. train daily and the
train on Mondays, Thurs
Saturdays, the latter train
connection with the Trans-A
express to Perth.
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V.R. NEWS LETTER

Ful:

4
: B i Blder. F. A. Patterson, of Nth. Me
: ¥ H R & : Storekegper J. A. Bishop, of Newpc-
H T H I ) I ) e H I1th ; Chemist W. S. Macartney, of "=
i ki : erson al OStS Crl t O H Whkshops., on the 12th ; Turner N.E. ™
i 0 H H of Newport Wkshops., and Relvg. Cle
N H H Godden, of Stores Bch., on the I3t
] Ph%(ographer A. L. Reid, and Cler«
Incidentally, Bill was one of the first Godwin, of Prahran, on the l4th ; Loc
Chrysanthemums . > . ! Attnde. W. R. Rawnsley, of New:
.¢~ ticket COZ[@ClOTS (lppomfed at  Princes Repairer W. F. Duncan, of Seville, on =+«

LREADY possessing a State-
wide reputation as a success-
ful grower of chrysanthe-

mums, Operating Porter Tom Ray,
of Traralgon, has now gained
further prizes which have placed
him in the front rank of growers
of this magnificent flower. At
the recent Melbourne Royal Horti-
cultural Show, he was awarded
the following prizes: Six chry-
santhemums, lIst; six reflexes,
2nd ; three pinks, Ist. In the
amateur division, Tom, for the
second time, won the most coveted
trophy — the James Millard Cup.
If he wins this prize again, he will
become the holder of the Cup. He
was the only exhibitor to win three
first prizes at the Show. At last
year’s Show, he gained many
awards, including his third win
in the competition for the Dr.
Inglis Cup, which he now holds.

—A.C.

Supervising Guard No. |

EW  railwaymen have occupied
Fsuch a diversity of Departmental

positions as Supervising Guard.
Bill Mills who retived last month after
50 years’ service. Eniering the De-
partment in 1886, Bill was, in turn,
block vrecorder, number-taker, porter,
head porter, assistant signalman, signal-
man, ticket collector, suburban guard,
goods guard, acting vyard foreman,
and, fimally, supervising guard. Bl
was the first railwayman to occupy the
position of supervising guard. It was
created in 1921, and working closely in
association with the train running staff,
he travelled all over the State instruct-
ing guards in the most efficient methods
for working trains, particularly during
shunting movements. It was a position
for which Bill was admirably fitted,
and his colleagues testify to the big part
he played in bringing train operating
to its present high standard of efficiency.

Bridge in 1900. He was the proud

wearer of Badge No. 1. —T.M.
Signalling Veterans Retire
OW on final leave, Messrs. A. E.

Colson (Senior Block and Signal

Inspector) and A. W. Murfitt
(Block and Signal Inspector) will reach
the retiring age on July 3 and I3 re-
spectively. Mr. Colson, who has oc-
cupied the position of Senior Inspector
for 10 years, retires after a career of
nearly 50 years. Some years ago, he
enjoyed an extensive holiday tour
abroad, when he made himself familiar
with all the latest safeworking develop-
ments. Mr. Murfitc has been a railway-
man for nearly 49 years, the last 16 of
which he was an inspector. It can be
said of both veterans that throughout
their career they rendered the highest
degree of service which, their col-
leagues appreciatively say, will prove
an inspiration to all railwaymen en-
gaged in the safeworking sphere. Each
became associated with signalling when
it was more or less primitive, and each
has retained his link with this important
phase of railroading until the present-
day system of power signalling. An
outstanding characteristic of both Messrs.
Colson and Murfitt was their unremit-
ting desire to render the utmost advice

and assistance to the younger railway-
men, —C.H.S.

July Birthdays

ANGER H. A. Gunstone, of Kernot on the
first ; Chief Train Despatcher F. D.
Greene, and Shift Electrician S. R. Collyer,

of Flinders-st., on the third; Plan Room

Atendt. A. H. Doyle, of Head Office, on the

fourth ; B'maker’s Help A. McInnes, of Newport

Whkshops., and Clerk J. P. Flood, of Bendigo,

on the fifth ; B'maker A. Speight, of Bendigo,

and Clerk T. ). Garland, of Acctcy. Branch, on
the seventh ; Elec. Welder A. J. Black, of

Spotswood Wkshops., and Clerk J. O, Hunt, of

Acctcy. Bch., Flinders-st,, on the eighth;

Vic. Govt. Tourist Bureau Manager W. T.

McConnell, Sig. Porter W. Green, of Brooklyn,

and Clerk L. J. Miller, of Acctcy. Bch., on jhe

ninth ; Inspr. ). Paterson, of Newport Wk
shops., and Hostler A. W. Rennolds, of Nth.

Melb. Loco., on the 10th; Car and Wagon

SPECIAL CONCESSION ALLOWED

TO RAILWAYMEN AND THEIR FAMILIES

Consult US !

’Phone Central 10595

COLES & GARRARD Pty. Ltd. Sight Testing Opticians

370-2 Bourke Street, Melbourne, C. 1

Clerk L. G. Haworth, of Head Office. 2~
Guard T. C. Germaine, of Melb. Yc
16th ; Night Officer V. I. Gaywood, of =
and Asst. Elec. Engineer M. H. Cu
Flinders-st., on the 17ch ; Goods G.s
Gibson, of Bendigo, on the 18th ; Ce-
of Scores H. S. Sergeant, and Rezs
Fraser, of Elsternwick, on the 19th
W. M. Boase, of Spotswood, on the 20r
terment and Publicity Board Chair~a
Letcher, and Shunter S. Bell, of F -
on the 22nd ; Driller R. B. Smith, of "=
on the 24th ; Foreman Artisan W.
Newport Power House, on the 25th
E. G. Herrick, of Broadford, on the 24:
Dist. Supt. J. S. O'Haire, of Arara:
P. L. Mcinerney, of Newport, and Cler:
Baker, of Traffic Bch., on the 27th -
C. S. Pendlebury, of Newport Wksher
28th ; Asst. Chief Engineer C. H =
on the 29th ; Goods Checker D. A.

of Melb. Goods, on the 30ch.

Aad
Interstate Railway

Football Match
FOR the first time sinc

railwaymen represent:s

Railway Institutes of
Australia and Victoria, wil
in a football match.

Timed to start at 2.45
Wednesday, July 13, the gam
played at the St. Kilda
ground. As the Victorian 1=
include several prominent
footballers a keen and excitis
i1s expected.

After arrival in Melboo
July 14, the South Austral:
which will be accompanied
S. Pickering (Director of ti
Australian  Railways Institus
is well-known to many °
railwaymen, will attend
party, a smoke social, emb:
tour of the nearer hill res
Geelong and attend the Lea.
ball match between St. K
Melbourne.

The party will leave !
for Adelaide on Sunday, Jul:

-

TOURIST BUREAU DA

HE staff of the Victoriar
ment Tourist Bureau are

a Dance at Paul Bit
Thursday, August 20. The
will go to assist the Austin F
Tickets (7/6d. including
obtainable from the Joint =«
Miss Ivy Chrimes and Nl-
Williams, c/o Victorian Go
Tourist Bureau, Queen’s Wz

The V.R. ““News Letter' is tssued
the Victoriun Railways Comniissior
railwayman in the service. Persona
and other brief succint contributic
addressed to the Editor, Betterme
licity Board, Head Office.

Wholly set up and printed in .
the Victorian Railways Printizy
Laurens-street, North Melbourn
Publishers— The Victorian Rail
missioners,
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V.R. NEWS LETTER

Augr

| The Month’s Topic |

Riverina
Transport Facts . ..

URING fast month, the Riverina
D rail-road question figured promi-
nently in the press.

It has been asserted that the with-
drawal of road transport between the
Riverina and Melbourne would divert
traffic to Sydney. That is a fallacy.
Many Riverina woolgrowers have large
financial interests in Melbourne, and
their wool has always been despatched
to Melbourne.

For wool and other commodities
mainly carried by road transport, the
available railway rates or the combination
of rail and road rates between Melbourne
and the places where competition is
chiefly active are lower than those to or
from Sydney.

Victorians Pay !

An aspect of the situation that de-
mands emphasising is that very heavy
operating losses on five developmental
lines constructed in the more sparsely-
settled parts of the Riverina are being
borne by the Victorian taxpayers. Last
year, these losses amounted to £59,366 ;
the aggregate losses since the commence-
ment of operation are £532,816.

Railways are absolutely essential to
the Riverina. Proof of that statement
is furnished by the fact that last year
on the Deniliquin, Balranald and Oak-
land lines, approximately 461,000 bags
of wheat and 12,000 trucks of live
stock were carried by railway to or
from Victoria.

Low Rail Rates

Obviously, this immense transport
task could not have been carried out
by road transport. Neither could it
offer such low rates for these commodi-
ties : wheat, approximately three-
farthings a ton-mile ; superphosphate,
necessary for wheatgrowing and the
top-dressing of pastures, one-halfpenny
a ton-mile.

There is no reason why the whole of
the transport requirements of the areas
concerned cannot be efficiently catered
for either by railways or by the co-ordina-
tion of railand road transport, in substitu-
tion of the existing *“ through * services
which are a particularly bad example of
wasteful duplication.

Air-conditioning’s
Winter Comforts

ITH the advent of colder
W climatic conditions, it is

opportune to stress that
passengers travelling in the air-
conditioned carriages will continue
to enjoy the superior comforts
made available by the operation
of the equipment.

During the cold weather, the heating
unit of the air-conditioning equip-
ment is automatically switched on
when the temperature falls below the
desired level, and it is switched off
when the requisite temperature is
attained. By this means, a constant
and comfortable temperature is auto-
matically obtained.

There is, too, the provision of a dust-
less, draughtless flow of pure air at

frequent and regular intervals, while
the noise is reduced to a minimum.

Patronage and Mileage

Since the air-conditioned country
passenger carriage (36 “AE ) was
first placed in service on December
23 last, more than 7,500 people have
experienced the high standard of com-
fort afforded by this modern equip-
ment.

Altogether, the carriage has travelled
over 50,000 miles while in running for
varying periods on the Melbourne-
Albury, Melbourne~Mildura, Mel-
bourne-Bendigo and Melbourne-Ade-
laide lines.

More than 37,000 people have pat-
ronised the air-conditioned dining car
for meals and refreshments. This
car has been in running on the Sydney
‘“ Limited ”’ between Melbourne and
Albury since February 13, the total
mileage covered being in the region of
60,000,

V.R. Engineer’s Distin

Y his elevation to the Cra

ship (Melbourne Division =

Institution of Engineers, A=
Mr. R. M. Harvey, Substatios
Engineer of the Electrical Eng
Branch, has taken a responsible 3
in the direction of one of the =
organisations of its kind in the
monwealth.

It is a distinction that
before been conferred on a
of the Victorian Railways
and is the culmination of Mr. !
active work throughout his as:
with the Institution.

Embracing all phases of e
ing, the Institution’s members?
prises  practically all  the
Australian engineering pers
Broadly, its objectives are the
of the standard of engineerin:
tion and professional conduc:
protection of the public and =
provement of the engineer’s <

Since Mr. Harvey joined the =
ment in 1919 after active service
seas, he has been prominently asss
with many of the outstanding
cation developments, includ
present widespread scheme to
the reliability of the electrifies
services.

Service

“I AM just writing this brief
express my appreciation of =
of fine despatch on the part
railways.

““1 telephoned to Melbourne =
on Tuesday morning, June 3
16-ton truck of superphosphate
8.30 on Wednesday morning
the truck was delivered to o«
West Charlton grain siding.

I consider it very fine wori
wish to express my greatest appees
of such good work.”

—Mer. ]J. T. Dwyer, of Charlto=
to the Chairman of Commissis

INTRODUCIN G—

HOTHAM ti
8¢

hosts.

during the winter.

They direct the diverse guest-house activities smoothly and e
assuring that cosiness and excellent ‘* fare’ which combine to maes
day in the Commonwealth’s unrivalled ski-ing resort a great day. Bz
fires, a hot and cold water service, hot showers, a drying room, wire
telephone facilities surprise and delight all who experience ‘* Hotham ==
But, as Mr. Gribble enthusiastically prophesys :
come back again when the snow has gone—and then to describe ac=s
the grandeur of Mt. Hotham in an entirely different setting you'll =
dictionary for further superlatives !’
period of the year are enraptured by the surrounding country’s sples
and warmly appreciative of the hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Gribble.

R. E. Gribble, Mz~
M ** Hotham Heigh=
Hotham—a lonely

of the Department—as
Gribble who have now co-
their third year in cos
Australia’s highest per—a
inhabited house. Althe
house is situated in the
the Australian Alpine reg
the snow makes vehicu'z
impossible for half the »
many housekeeping prob

arise 6,000 feet above sez
efficiently solved by tf
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And he is right, for visitors
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Ski-ing Achievements

RIDE of place as the most ac-

complished woman skier in the De-

partment must be awarded to Miss
Beryl Kermode, of the Stores Branch.
From a somewhat diffident introduc-
tion to the exhilarations of ski-ing in
1929, she has since become an en-
thusiast, registering an impressive re-
cord of outstanding cross-country
journeys in the remote Alpine region
of North-eastern Victoria. In 1931,
she was the first woman to ski across
the lofty Bogong High Plains. Carrying
a rucksack, camping in huts and en-
countering adverse weather, she per-
formed this feat which severely tests
the stamina and courage of the most
robust men. After winning the
women’s championship of the Uni-
versity Ski Club at Mt. Hotham in 1932,

Miss Kermode two years later gained
further prominence by being the first
woman to ski on the summit of Mt.
Bogong (6,508 feet), Victoria’s highest
peak. This performance was full of
merit. To reach her objective she
skied across the ‘‘Razorback,”” which
links Mts. Hotham and Feathertop—
and generally regarded as one of the
most hazardous ski-ing routes in Vic-
toria. Miss Kermode has also a com-
plete knowledge of the ski-ing runs
at Mts. Buffalo, St. Bernard, Buller and
Donna Buang. An ardent devotee of
the open road and an active member
of the Melbourne Women’s Walking
Club since 1929, she has walked and
ridden on horse-back along most of the
State’s by-ways between the Murray
and the sea. —P.H.

40 Years Timetabling

ORTY years continuous ser-
Fvice in the passenger train

timetabling division of the
Head Office was the unique record
possessed by Mr. T. M. Kennedy
who retired from ‘the Department
last month after nearly 50 years’
service. With the sole exception
of Mr. F. E. Fewster (Officer-in-
Charge, Transportation Despatch
Room), he was the oldest remaining
member of the original staff who
entered the Head Office in 1892.
Even as a youth, Mr. Kennedy
was noted for his clear and pre-
cise penmanship which, with the
passing of the years, still retained
its distinctive clarity. He entered
the service at Geelong in 1887, and
for the first five years he was
a contemporary of Mr. T. B.
Molomby, who subsequently be-
came a Commissioner. He served
in all sections of the timetabling
division, and in 1924 he was ap-
pointed Officer-in~Charge of the
Guaranteed Special Trains room.

A Thousand Regrets

HREE years ago, Miss Olive Clack,
Tof the Telephone Exchange, made

Melbourne Goods Sheds history by
becoming the first of her sex ever to
be employed at the Sheds—and, in-
cidentally, the Department’s first tele-
phoniste. She took control of the
switchboard, and although the whole
of the telephone business passed through
the switchboard to and from 60 locations,
Miss Clack immediately justified her
selection by becoming intimately ac-
quainted with the numerous activities
and locations in the sheds. She quickly
built up, too, a reputation for prompti-
tude and courtesy which greatly facili-
tated the large amount of telephonic
business. With the substitution of
direct telephone services for the switch-
board, Miss Clack has now been trans-
ferred to the Main Exchange in the
Head Office. Recently, on behalf of
an appreciative staff, Mr. A. |. Robert
(Goods Superintendent) presented her
with a travelling case and rug—and
made it plain to a very embarrassed
young lady that 1,000 men regretted
her departure. —W.JE.

END EYESTRAIN -

with “C & G”’ Glasses

Have your eyes tested by our Qualified Opticians

SPECIAL CONCESSION

allowed to railwaymen and their families

’Phone, Cent. 10595

COLES & GARRARD rty.Ltd.

Sight Testing Opticians

370-2 BOURKE ST., MELBOURNE, CI

Signalling Sportsman

OLLOWING closely on the

ment last month of Messrs

Colson and W. Murfitt, as -
in the July ‘“ News Letter,” anot
nalling expert—Block and Si
spector D. Beddoe—is now on fina
Like his two former colleagm
Beddoe devoted the whole of his
to the safeworking side of the Depas
passing through the grades
recorder and signalman to B!
Signal Inspector. As a relieving
man between 1889 and 1920, he ef
operated the leavers in more bos
he can recall, his maximum p
one box—the important ‘' A at ¥
street—being three years. Mr
was a Block and Signal Inspectes
Ballarat district between 1922 asu
and in the Metropolitan area fr
until his retirement. Always
sportsman, he takes an active
the administration of the Railwa
ball League. Vice-president
League, he has been, for the pa
yvears, President of the Easters
team.

—-—
August Birthdays

INEMAN'S Asst, G. E. Ye

Flinders-st., on the first:

V. A. Baker, of Seymour, anc
J. Hansen-Knarhot, of Carlsruk
second ; Metro. Supt. G. Roger
fourth ; Clerk A. J. Harris, of M
and Clerk E. A. Daly, of Acctcy
the fifth ; Eng. Asst. R. S. Miller,
Bceh., Head Office, and S. 1. Off
Gossip, on the sixth ; Porter A. |
of Dimboola, on the seventh; !
Repairers’ Asst. A. R. Reeves
Melb. Wkshops., on the eighth; !
F. G. Chandler, of Newport
and Watchman T. H. Harrowfiel=
Office, on the ninth ; Ticket Che
Gateley, of Spencer-st., on the 1
bine Driver W, J. O’Shannessy,
Power House, on the 1lth; F
E. J. Lucas, of Newport Wks*
Skld. IL.abr, R, McGlynn, of F:
on the 12th ; Repairer J. Grogan,
on the 13th; Clerk W. M, H
Printing Works, and Turner G.
Ballarat Wkshops., on the 14tk
H. G. Cassells, of Newport Wks
Porter R. K. Hare, of Maryborous
15th ; Elec. Fitter-in-Charge ]. !
of Ballarat, on the 16th; Wa:
Engineer W. Stephen, and Shu-
Garlick, of Melb. Yard, on the 1~
Train Driver E. Rodgers, of Jol=
Fireman R. K. Rowbottom, of
Power House, on the 18th; Eng-
Hambridge, of R.S. Bch.,, He
Gatekeeper P. Lynch, of Ballarar
W. G. Hough, of Acctcy. Beh., H
on the 20th ; Storeman-in-Charge
of Newport Loco. Storehouse, or
Dist. Supt. T. H. Maddern on
Storeman J. G. Marmion, of W
Clerk W. G. Mongan, of Flinders-
Office, on the 24th; Clerk A. E
of Spotswood General Storehow
26th ; Skld. Labr. ¥. G. Hebb.
and Clerk A. W. Cobham, of Clz-~
Office, on the 27th; Signaln
Green, of Nth. Carlton, and Fires
Scott, of Newport Power Hou
28th; Carpenter G. R. Golds
Flinders-st.,, and Clerk R. C. ?
of Geelong Accounting Office, or
Elec. Mechanic W. E. Neilson,
st., Commrs.” Special Officer R.
and Mrt. Buffalo Chalet M
McClelland, on the 30th; Rep=
Irvine, of Sea Lake, and Sig. P
Ginnane, of Bet Bet, on the 31st

The V.R. “News Letter” is issued =
the Victorian Railways Commission
ratlwayman in the service, Persona
and other brief succinct contribution
addressed to the Editor, Betterme=
licity Board, Head O ffice.

Wholly set up and printed in
the Victorian Railways Print-z
Laurens-street, North Melbourm
Publishers— The Victorian Rails
missioners,
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( The Month’s Topic ‘

WIDESPREAD
TRACK IMPROVEMENTS

OMMENCEMENT last month of the

first stage in the eventual

strengthening and reconditioning
of the Newport-Geelong line is a further
reminder of the widespread improve-
ments that have been effected to rail-
way tracks in recent years.

It is proposed to relay the line with
new 90-Ib. rails, and at the same time
provide additional sleepers and ballast.
The rails will be welded into lengths of
225 ft. and, for the first time in Vic-
toria, steel-bearing plates are being
provided between the rails and the
sleepers throughout the line. These
plates afford a substantially better base
for the rail and a greater bearing on the
sleepers. The released 80-1b. rails will
be welded into long lengths and relaid
on the Toolamba-Echuca line.

Longer Rails

Rail welding, incidentally, is one of
the most arresting developments in
railway track work. By effecting a
reduction in the number of joints, the
longer rails lessen track maintenance
costs, increase the life of rails and re-
duce the wear on rolling stock. In
addition, the longer rails provide
smoother and quieter riding, improving
the comfort of rail travelling in a very
marked degree.

Track improvements are, of course,
vitally important in the modern trend

towards considerably higher train speeds.

Recognising this factor, the Department
in recent years has embarked upon a
comprehensive track betterment policy.

And now the tracks on the Victorian
Railways system are gradually approach-
ing a standard of efficiency never before
attained in the history of the Depart-
ment.

Operating Costs Less

On many lines throughout the State,
bridges have been strengthened and
tracks reconditioned to permit of the
more economic haulage of heavier loads
at greater speeds.

With the same object, many sections
of line have been regraded. Among the
many advantages which regrading has
afforded is the elimination of the use of
‘“ assistant **  locomotives that were
formerly necessary to help trains over
the severe grades. In this way, there
has been a material reduction in operat-
ing costs.

Faster Goods Trains Plann

OLLOWING the outstanding

success which is being achieved

in accelerating passenger train
services—already since April, 1934,
traveiling times have been reduced
by about 500 hours per week and
many extra trains have been in-
troduced—an intensive review of
the whole of the goods train ser-
vices is now being made.

These faster trains accomplish the
two main objectives, 1.e., Jater and
more convenient loading times and

earlier and more suitable delivery
times at intermediate and terminal
stations. In the latter case, special

attention is being directed towards the
fixation of Melbourne arrival times
which will more suitably meet market-
ing requirements.

Goods train

planning is very

September,

complex. Among the chief pr
encountered are the marked
tions in loading; variations
times required for attachin:
detaching trucks en route influes
overall performances of trains
gestion in the Melbourne Yar
Goods Sheds must be avoics
planning arrivals at convenies
tervals ; and perishable consiz
and other commodities such =
potatoes and onions, each
own special marketing problen
all be carefully considered.

Substantially improved goods
services have already been i
in various parts of the State.
the more recent alterations em
goods trains on the Bendigo, Swas
Deniliguin, Mildura, Warrnam
Adelaide, Ballarat, Benalla, Ba:
and Yarram lines.

SERVICE

“ MY brother intended leaving by the

Sydney express recently, but at
5.45 p.m. I received a message which
made it inadvisable for him to travel.
On ringing the Stationmaster’s office at
Spencer Street, I explained the difficulty
and the official very courteously said he
would do his best.

‘“ My brother, who was seated in the
train, heard the call for him through the
platform amplifiers, and in less than a
minute from the time I made my
request, my brother was speaking to
me on the telephone.

‘“ This episode is an example of cour-
teous assistance and efficiency of a very
high standard, and I would be pleased
if my thanks could be conveyed to the
official concerned.”

—Mr. A. T. Miles, of Ringwood, writing
to the Chairman of Commissioners.
—_-—

INTRODUCING—

OCOMOTIVE Driver Paddy Horan,
of Geelong, to whom locomotives
are more than a means of livelihood.

Despite the march of time, he has re-
tained that wide-eyed interest he dis-
played as a boy, and
now Paddy thinks the
next best thing to
driving is  talking
about  locomotives.
Twenty-six years ago,
he stepped on to the
footplate a  fully-
fledged driver, and
as he says ‘'l can
still remember the
thrill | got to find my
boyhood dreams had
come true.”” Some
years later, his passion for locomotives
imbued him with the desire to have one
in his own backyard—and he built a
working model of the old ** D' type.
Now, desiring to keep abreast of modern
trends, Paddy is building a replica of an
improved ‘A2 class. ‘' Yes,”' he
admits, ‘' it will take me a long time to
build this one, but then it's my hobby,
and the longer it takes the better |'ll
like it.”’ Since 1906, Paddy’s head-
quarters have been at Geelong.

Rail Motor Sed

For Branch Lines

REPARATIONS  are
P being made for the

duction of six rail
sedans for service on a o
of country branch lines
the passenger traffic is relas
small. This will be the
occasion on which this type «
transport has been made
able for regular passenger
poses.

Running on flanged stee
each vehicle will provide roor
fortable seating accommodau
passengers and a driver, as
provision for the carriage of
of luggage, mails, newspap
parcels on the roof and at the

Measuring 5 ft. 10 in. -
10 ft. 9% in. long over the wk
each sedan has three seats
two passengers and the dr
two each for four passenc
will be painted with distinct:
chrome and black stripes.
means, the vehicles will be m
conspicuous to road users
level crossings.

Improved Services

With the running of these
there is every likelihood that p=
on the lines selected will have tk
of a much improved serv:
accelerated and increased-—p-
substantial reductions in the
travelling times to and from My

In some instances, the sc
be able fully to cope with t-
passenger traffic, thus ena
goods traffic to be dealt wie
sively by goods trains in su
of mixed services. The goo
will then be scheduled at time
convenient to goods and |
loaders, with earlier deliverie
bourne for market purposes
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Stair League Fcootballer in Embryo

HAMPION V.R.l. singles tennis

player, 1936 . . . champion mile

and half-mile runner of Albury
and Riverina district schools .
champion Albury ‘‘B " Grade singles
tennis player, and described as Aus-
tralia’s champion schoolboy footballer !
There is the imposing sporting record of
Percy Walters, of the Melbourne Goods
Sheds, and he is aged only I7! Two
silver cups, many handsome trophies
and highly-flattering press notices are
tangible evidence of the phenomenal
success which this modest young fellow
has achieved. Albury has produced
Haydn Bunton, Gordon and Douglas
Strang, Maurie Hunter and many other
footballers who have shone with League
teams, but none has displayed such
championship potentialities as Percy.

All the League clubs have striven to
secure his services, but, as he says,
‘“ I've always had a fancy for Melbourne,
and that’s the team | am hoping to play
for.”” This year he played a prominent
part with the Melbourne Goods Sheds
team which gained the Railways Wed-
nesday League pennant ; on Saturdays
he plays with the Ormond Amateurs,
which team is also favourably situated
in the fight for the premiership. While
in Albury, he played rugby for one
season, but he prefers the Australian
rules game which he thinks is more
spectacular. Percy is a rover and
pocket-forward, and his prowess there
seems destined to make him play a
conspicuous part in League football
within the next few years. —J.L.McA.

Popular Bendigonian Retires
THERE were few better-liked

railwaymen at the North

Bendigo Workshops than Jim
Keating. This was amply demon-
strated recently when a big gather-
ing of his colleagues farewelled
him on the eve of his retirement
from the service. ‘° He was one
of the finest type of men, being
always keen to assist the younger
men in learning their trade ”’ said
Mr. G. A. Curtis (Workshops
Manager)—and that was the key-
note of the many speeches de-
livered by representatives from
all sections of the Workshops. His
enthusiasm for the progress of
younger men found further ex-~
pression in his many activities
outside the Workshops. He had
been President of the Bendigo
Victorian Railways Institute Com-
mittee and cricket club; the
Workshops cricket club; and Vice-
President of the Railway harriers’
club. For seven years he was

President of the Bendigo Pro-
fessional cycling club. At his fare-
well, the Workshops mouth organ
band enlivened proceedings with
a number of items, and later Jim
received several tangible expres-
sions of the goodwill of his fellow-
railwaymen — a handsome watch
for himself and a crystal salad
bowl for Mrs. Keating. Many
railwaymen at the Newport Work-
shops will remember the popular
veteran when he was employed
there between 1918 and 1925. —S.

“Quickness of the hand...!

ESIDES being an efficient railway-

man, Pat O’'Sullivan, of Albion,

can swallow individual needles and
a piece of cotton, and then effortlessly
withdraw the cotton with the needles
neatly threaded through the cotton ;
he can take your £1 note, very carefully
wrap it in your handkerchief, lose the
note and, some anxious minutes later,
allow you to cut a lemon when, with
much relief, you find the temporarily

Opticlans,

UPPORT YOUR OPTICIAN

Have your Eyes tested by our
Qualified Opticians . ..

COLES- & GARRARD _

370-2 Bourke Street, Melbourne.

SPECIAL CONCESSION
to Railwaymen and their families.

‘Phone: Cent. 10595.

Pty. Ltd,

straying note ; or he will, if ¥
be persuaded, cook a pudding
very best felt hat—and not ==
that headgear ! Ask any one ¢
dreds of railwaymen, and they =
you how Pat mystifies them, for
an accomplished magician.
repertoire of over 200 feats o
nearly 50 of which he has
himself, he is a completely-ente-
figure at practically all the metrc
railway farewell functions.
show his versatility, he bring:
several grotesque-looking do
presents an uproariously-funny
foquists’ turn, He only became a=
interested in magic five years ags
he has shown such adaptab
he is now one of Melbourne’s =
in that branch of entertainmes
fore he left me the other <
calmly swallowed the cigarette
smoking . . ! -

—_—

September Birthdays

TURNER W. S. Johnson, ol
Loco., and Wks, Ganger C.
Bendigo, on the first ; Clerk B ¢
of Melb. Goods, and Asst. Engir
Emmerson, of Head Office, on 1F
Skid. Labr. J. G. Kelly, of Spenc
Relvg. A.S.M. W. K. Brodie,
on the fifth; Optg. Porter A. H
of Nth. Rlchmond and Clerk S. l’
of Flinders St. Acctg Office, on
Secretary for Railways . C. Es
graphist E. H. Dempster, of Berno =
Platelayer J. Dunn, of I‘linders >
seventh ;  Night Officer M. A.
\/Iarybarough on the eighth; C. &

I.. Carter, of Newport W
Clerk A. R. Vranizan, of Stores
the ninth; Shift Electen. A. S.
Mid. Brighton, and Miss Tobe. -
Secy’s. Bch. Typing Bureau, or
Fitter & Turner T. L. Chambers,
Repr. A. L. Scroop, of Tarranz
Clerk W. 5. Judd, of Acctey. b
11th; Elec. Fitter L. N. Harns
St., on the 12th; Clerk T. J. M
Supvr. of Weighing’s Office.
P. B. Payne, of Surrey Hills, o
Equip. Examiner J. F. Golding.
on the 14th ; Fitter G. C. Gills, o*
on the 15th; Signalman A, |
Clifton Hill, on the 16th; sk
T'horne, of Ashburton, and )l
man J. Watsen, of Newport Loc
on the 17th ; Passgr. Divn. Ofh
D. Christie, of Acctcy. Beh.,
Refresh. Beh. Staff Clerk N. 5. %
and Signalman A. E. Allan, of >
on the 19th; Elec. Fitter G. !
Nth. Meclb., on the 20th; FE-
T. Gorman, of Geelong, on the _
L. P. Youlden, of B’rat Storc!
22nd ; Tireman J. E. Chapma
and Labr. K. A. Lotton, of Sp«
the 24th; B.M., Help G. P. G
Melb., on the 25th; Dining
D. Dunbar, L.H. B! I\/Iakcrl
Ne\\port on the 2Gth; i
A, H. Jones, of Flmders St.,
Labr. G. J. (,atlm of Nc»\pu
chinist A. H. Parkinson, of Ozt
28th ; Carpenter J. S. Pengell
on the 29th.

The V' .R. “‘News Letter'’ is issu
the Victorian Railways Commiss:
ratlwayman in the service. Persos
and other brief succinct contribu:
addressed to the Editor, Better
licity Board, Head Office.

Wholly set up and printed :-
the Victorian Railways Pri-
Laurens-street, North Melbow-
Publishers— The Victorian R=
missioners,
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‘ The Month’s Topic ‘

TRANSPORT QUESTION
VITAL TO RAILMEN

N their recently-issued Annual Re-
port for the 1935-36 financial year,
the Commissioners make a striking

survey of the present transport regula-
tion position—a question that is of
vital import to every member of the
railway service.

Proof of that statement is furnished
by the fact that the railways have been
deprived by competitive road trans-
port of goods revenue amounting to
at least £1,000,000 a year.

So much misconception exists on
the general question of road transport
that it is necessary to emphasise that
road competition for the long-distance
carriage of goods owes its existence
solely to the nature of the railway
rating structure which fundamentally
is based upon and dictated by national
economic needs.

The underlying principle is that
the more valuable commodities
make a higher contribution to-
wards the cost of railway ser-
vice than the lower valued
goods.

Victoria is now alone in the Com-
monwealth in authorising direct com-
petition by long-distance road trans-
port against the national railway system
although, in common with the rest of
Australia, its prosperity rests upon the
success of its primary industries, which
must continue to be dependent upon
railway transport.

From the economic point of view,
it is dangerously unsound to permit
the indispensable railway system, re-
presenting a huge capital investment
and capable of providing comprehensive
and efficient service, to be open to the
destructive competition of road trans-
port which provides a partial service
only to a relatively limited section of
the community.

Rationalisation of transport is a
pressing necessity, and the proper
approach to this must be a recognition
of the national economy and of the part
railways Tand principles of railway
rating play in the business and in-
dustrial life of the community.

Educational Tours for
School Children

IGURES released last month demon-

strate the great success of the

tours organised by the Victorian
Government Tourist Bureau and its
branches for the benefit of school
students during the September vacation.
Many students in Victoria and from
other States were enabled to enjoy
in Victoria and in points beyond the
maximum of educational travel, com-
fort and enjoyment for a relatively
cheap all-inclusive fare.

More than 1,500 scholars of vary-
in ages took part in numerous tours
arranged to holiday resorts, including

The Grampians, Mt. Kosciusko,
Lakes Entrance, Mt. Feathertop,
Lorne, Adelaide-River Murray-Mil-

dura, Cowes and Mt. Buffalo National
Park.

A feature of the vacation period
was the number of school children
booking for tours arranged by the
Adelaide Representative of the Vic-
torian Government Tourist Bureau,
387 children going to Cowes and 111
to Mt. Buffalo National Park. Scho-
lars also booked from Svdney and
Mildura.

—_—

Service

“HAVING spent three winter holi-
days at Mt. Hotham, I should
like to take this opportunity of paying
a tribute to the splendid work being done
by your representatives, the Gribble
family, at Hotham Heights.

‘“ On all occasions they have gone out
of their way to make our stay a pleasant
one and have always earned our ad-
miration for the way they manage
under conditions which are far from
easy. Last month we experienced three
weeks of appalling weather which would
have made our stay unbearable had
not the management been entirely
sympathetic to us in every way.

‘“ These remarks appearing from
‘out of the blue’ may cause surprise,
but they are prompted merely by a
desire to give credit where it is due.”
—Mr. Allan Walikley, of the Adelaide
University, writing to the Department.

Sunday Night Tr
To Run Later

BIG SUBURBAN PLAM:

FURTHER and outstas
A illustration of the =«

growing attractiveness
travelling is the decision to
duce on October 4 many
Sunday night trains, togethes
considerably later departure =
of the ‘‘last” trains, from
to Melbourne.

With few exceptions, all <=
lines will benefit under this
hensive plan. Altogether =
tional trains will be schedule
the timings of 21 other train:
slightly varied. 'The amended
have been made to provide
maximum number of train
tions at Melbourne and the =
junction stations, including R:
Burnley, South Yarra anc
Melbourne.

A feature of the new schems
that the departure times
‘““last” trains from Melbours
the latest ever fixed by the Des
ment for Sunday services, 1&
train to leave Melbourne beiz;
11.14 p.m. for Sunshine.

The last train to reach \!
will be timed to arrive from =
at 12.3 a.m. (Monday), but *
will not, of course, connecr
others.

ok ok

These important developn
gether with the aggregate red
nearly 500 hours per week 1r
line services and the preser
wide review of goods trains <
present railwaymen with
opportunities to stimulate
senger and goods business.

S Ron

INTRODUCING—

ARRY HUMPHRIS, of the Refresh-

ment Services Branch, whose

variety of positions since he
became a railwayman, is probably the
most surprising in the service. Artisan-
in-Charge at Flin-
ders Street, he is
also the Depart-
ment’s fish buyer !
Representing
the dining car ser-
vices, refreshment
rooms and The
Chalet, he expertly
bids each day, the
weekly aggregate
urchases bein
Lah . \F:vhiting by thi
hundred-dozen ; schnapper by the ton ;
Murray cod by the hundred-weight ;

garfish by the quarter-ton—wh
him easily as the State's
buyer of fish. He is the hama
of the Branch, having at varic.
acted as Managerat ‘' Hotham —=
Mt. Hotham, and ‘‘ The Bu-gs
Mt. Feathertop. He also playes
minent part in the catering

visit of H.R.H. The Duke of C

to Portland in 1934 and, in

settings, for all the Mysters
While passing through the *
Workshops between 1914 anc
a lad laborer, apprentice car 2=«
builder and carpenter, Harry

the somewhat unexpected am=
becoming a cook ! And now
competent chef, having actes &
capacity for the Department
too, quite at home on ski'







