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V.R. NEWS LETTER

Fanuar:

The Month’s Topic

A Happy Augury

LSEWHERE in this issue ap-

pears a summary of the

more important happenings
in the Department during the
past 12 months.

Although restricted space pre-
cluded extended reference to many
activities, sufficient has been men-
tioned to strengthen still further
our pride in being associated with
the Victorian Railways.

* * * *

It was a noteworthy year—a
year during which all sections
have co-operated to establish an
unprecedented record of service
in situations involving the maxi-
mum of effort and strain.

The many outstanding per-
formances have demonstrated be-
yond all doubt that the Victorian
railwaymen can rise to the oc-
casion when the interests of the
State call for an exceptional
achievement.

* #* * *

In the final analysis, that was
the foundation upon which the
year’s operations rested, and it
is the recollection of that highly
significant feature which is a
happy augury for the year which
has just commenced.
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V.R. Road Drivers’
Safety Record

F the 53 Departmental road

motor drivers entered for

the annual ‘' Freedom from
Accidents” Competition conducted
by the National Safety Council
of Australia, 43, or 81 per cent.
qualified for the Council’s Certifi-
cates for the year.

In the unavoidable absence of Mr.
Commissioner M. J. Canny, the
General Superintendent of Transpor-
tation (Mr. M. A. Remfry) presented
the diploma certificates, and conveyed
to the recipients the Commissioners’
appreciation of the splendid safety
record which had been achieved by
them.

Mr. Remfry paid a special tribute
to the careful driving of three of the
men (Drivers T. N. Bass, R. Horne
and E. Fleiner) who have not been
involved in an accident on the roads
since being entered for the Com-
petition four years ago. Nineteen
drivers were held to be not blame-
worthy for accidents during the same
period.

On completion of five successive
years without accident, the driver
receives a silver medal. For 10 suc-
cessive years freedom from accident,
a gold medal is awarded.

SERVICE

THE following letter of appreciation
was received by the Commissioners
from the Secretary, White Rock Lime
Co., Melbourne :

“1 wish to express our appreciation
of the trcatment we have received from
the Department during the past fort-
night when the railway system has been
damaged by flood waters.

I wish to refer particularly to the speed
with which the Moe-Walhalla track was
repaired and again placed in commis-
sion ; the courteous attention and ser-
vice afforded by Mr. Fethney, of Way
and Works Branch, the Officers of Room
10 and the station staff at Traralgon.

We consider that the manner in which
the work was handled reflects the
greatest credit on those responsible for
the organisation.”

BRI M HERLRR RIS IR ARV T T Y n un

Growing Popularity of
Holiday Train

HE increasing popularity of the

Holiday Train amongst holiday-

makers was strikingly demon-
strated by the record number of
bookings for the 7-days Christmas
tour embracing some of the leading
scenic features of the south-western
district and Mount Gambier, South
Australia.

At the time of going to press, 80
reservations had been made on the
train, and of this number more than
half had taken part in one or more
of the four previous Holiday Train
tours.

This party, which left Melbourne
on December 26, is the largest which
the Department has ever organised
for an extended tour involving road
and rail travel over such a widespread
area.

Plans are already in hand for a
further tour of the Holiday Train
during the forthcoming Easter holiday
period.

—-—
Striking Tribute to Value

of Selector Telephones

“ WITHOUT the selector telephone

system it would not have been
possible to organise and direct the multi-
farious matters which became urgeat
with bewildering rapidity following the
damage caused by flood waters in Gipps-
land last month,” declared officials of
the operating Branches.

From the time it became apparent
that the damage would be of unprece-
dented proportions, the Train Running
Room at Flinders-street was the ‘‘ nerve
centre’” from which directions were
flashed to all parts of the affected dis-
tricts.

‘“1 cannot emphasise too greatly the
value of the work we were able to do
by means of the selector telephone
system,”’ said Mr. J. Ashworth
(Chief Engineer of Way and Works).
‘“ Here in Melbourne, we were afforded
the invaluable facility of speaking di-
rectly with our men in the flood damaged
areas, and thus it was possible to plan
our arrangements with that speed which
the seriousness of the situation de-
manded.”

Instead of being closed on Sunday,
December 2, the Train Running Room
remained open, and throughout the day
there was no abatement in the con-
versations between Melbourne and all
parts of Gippsland.

- restricted a period, on either =

Rail Traffic Was
Heavy For
Eucharistic Congr

HE special passenger tr
handled by the Depar:
last month for the va-
services associated with the
charistic Congress was the c!
of an unprecedentedly busy p
since the commencement o
Centenary Celebrations or
tober 18.

An outstanding feature w:
running of 31 special trains or
country lines to and from Nle!
on Sundav, Decemter 9. In ac
10 extra return trains ran on
lines to connect with the ma
trains.

'T'his represented not on
highest number of country trair
scheduled on a Sunday, but a
greatest number of countn
converging on Melbourne, wi:

dayv or a Sunday.

Unusual Frequency

The only comparable ‘ up™
vices are those at the conclusios
the Christmas-New Year and Ea
holidays. Those services are, b
ever, spread over the whole
whereas the 31 trains on Dece=
9 were timed to reach Melbous
within a period of little more ==
one hour.

The unusual frequency of
arriving at Spencer-street neces
the employment of five pilot |
tives to haul the trains, aft
charging passengers, from th:
forms so that the next arrivinc
could be promptly accommocd
platforms.

All the available siding acc
dation for passenger trains was
while awaiting the return traf®
some of the trains had to be
in the sidings leadiag to the
bourne Goods Sheds.

Heavy Suburban Traffic

Special suburban traffic ws
particularly heavy on Decen
when an estimated number of
extra passenger journeys was
on the electric system.

A further rail feature dur
Congress was the exceptional
number of people travelling
Showgrounds on three success
—December 6, 7 and 8. P.
journeys between the city a
Showgrounds Platform on the
totalled more than 140,000,

Nearly half—25,000—of
senger journeys on December
made by children, when 14 ¢
and 17 return trips were mu
special trains between various >
and the Showgrounds. Thes
ran direct on both the up anc
journeys.
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Personal Postscript

e

Up and Down
ONE of the tallest of the 20,000

men in the service and also one

of the best-known personalities
wherever permanent way employes fore-
gather, Road Foreman Bill Ockenden
recently experienced the extremes of
comparative cal m and bewildering bustle.
Eigiiteen moutiis as the completely suc-
cessful road foreman on tie big re-
grading job between Ararat and Glen-
orchy was fcllowed by notice of pro-
motion to Cakleigh. He then decided
to take an extended holidav, and with
the happiest recollections of his **let-
up ' and (if possible) a more than
usual amount of energy, he quietly took
over at Oakleigh on November 25,
Exactly five days later, rain and wind
swept through Gippsland with tornado-
like severity, leaving a trail of damage
never previously known in Victorian
rail history. Bill’s section 1o Moe and
several branch lines suffered severely,
and he was immediately in the midst
of the area, directing his men in their
all important work of making the
tracks safe for traffic. It should be
mentioited, too, that one of the very
few suburban lines affected by the flood
waters was the Mordialloc—Aspendale
section, which is also in Bill’s section.
There are few mules of track in this
State wl.ich he has not itraversed in
his 34 years of service as repairer, plate-
layer, ganger. special ganger and road

foreman. —M.T.
x  x %

Retired Christmas Day

ILL OCKENDEN'’S predecessor

at Qakleigh was Road Foreman

Jack Ryan, whose 33 years of
service were brought to a close when
he retired on Christmas Day. He
began his final leave on November 26,
and thus narrowly missed the ex iting
period during which the Gippsland
flood damage was being repaired.
Jack doubtlessly regrets that one

month only debarred him from in-
cluding this work in a career which
has been strenuous and also con-
spicuous for a devotion to duty. His
first job as a repairer at Warracknabeal
on November 1, 1901, was but the
prelude to service in all parts of the
State. He remained associated with
the permanent way side of the Depart-
ment throughout his railway career.
While at Wahgunyah in 1914, he re-
ceived appointment as ganger, and
12 years later he was appointed road
foreman at Wangaratta. He was lo-
cated at Oakleigh for five years.—A.O.

Crvic Honor

TI-_IE recent election of Mr. J. J.
Poynton as Lord Mayor of the
City of Perth aroused widespread
interest among his former col-
leagues in this Department. Heis
the first ex-Victorian railwayman
to attain such a high Civic offlce
Mpr. Poynton’s early career in the
Victorian Railways embraced
transportation experience at
Geelong and the Melbourne Yard
prior to his transfer to Room 10
in 1903. He remained there until
1912, when he accepted appoint-
ment as Chief Transport Officer
during the construction of the
Trans-Australian railway. When
the line was opened for traffic, he
became General Superintendent of
Transportation and dtores of the
Commonwealth Railways. In 1920
he resigned from that post to take
over the position of General
Manager of the Midland Railway
Company of Western Australia,
a position which he still holds,

-—B.C.

Fanuary Birthdays

RIVER A, Arblaster, of North Melbourne

L.oco. on the first; Telegraphist J. E,
Hesking, of Seymuur. c¢n the second ;  Asst.
Stationmaster F. A. Farmer of Thornbury
and Stationmaster H. W. Harding of Loch,
on the third ; W. & W. Engincer G. 5. Lutrrell
of North Melbourne, on the fourth; liguip
ment Examiner W. C. Burns of Johmom
and Goods Guard F. Doye of Wycheproof,

BANISH HEADACHES AND EYESTRAIN

Severe Headaches are often caused bv Evestrain.

Consult our Qualified Opticians by ringing

C. 10595 {or an appointment,
Special Concession to Railwaymen and their Families.

COLES & GARRARD {1

370-2 Bourke-st., Melb. Cl

on the fifth: Chief Clerk C. Do
Ballarat Goods and B.-maker G. A.
of Newport Workshops, on the 51\
Chief Elec. Engineer C. G. H.
and Train Despatcher R. F. Doo,
seventh;  Jack Fetherstonhaugh
Bianch, "Driver C. E. Mutfett of \
and Repairer J. E. Williams on the
Commercial Agent W. L. Middlet
Officer A. H. Rogersr n and Sigrs
Bartcn of Flinders- street on l:
Traffic Inspector P. J. Cahill, o
Road Transport Supervisor C >
Shunter A. E. Coles, of Warragul &=
]. 'T. Hayes of Murchison East on *
Fireman J. O'Farrell of Ballarat =
man G. Carter of Geelong, on =
L.dg. Shunter J. Palmer of Hamil:
Melbourne Werkshops Manage:
‘Thornton and Bendigo Dist. Sup
Proctor on the 15th; Fireman J.
of Warrnambool, on the I6th;
E. C. McPhee of Bendigo, on
Yard Foreman A. H. Sleeth of 1
Yard and Relvg. Asst. S.M. N.
c¢/o Metro. Supt., on the 18th; Y
W. S, Kennedy of Serviceton a-
Examiner E. MclIntosh of Traralg
20th;  Bonding Supvr. W, W.
TFlinders-street, on the 2lst; Spes
Stationmaster A, ‘I'. Giles, cn
Signal Engineer E. F. K. Mclver
J. Pollock of Bendigo, and Signalr
Smith of Caulfield, on the 23rd
Officer W. W, Reld Elec. Engin
McLean and Lleaner] T. Tayle
boola on the 25th; Slauonmg
Brough, of Port \/lelboume L. &
of the B. & P. Board and Dep.
D. W. Bell of Korumburra, on
Ldg. Shunter C. O’Halloran of
Yard, Iireman R. Sampson of B
hngmz.mens Instructor W. H.
29tn ; and Driver W, Busbridge of
on the 31st.

World’s Smallest

Passenger

TWO MONTHS’
Emanuel San Filipo, w
only 24 lb. arrived i
on the Twentieth Century
recently in a specially ¢
drawing room. Weighing o:
at birth, the baby was taken -
incubator in Atlantic City
by a doctor, who also ope
incubator at Coney Island
‘* A Century of 1rogress,”
The Atlantic City and Cone
incubators, however, are bei:
for all the babies except
have outgrown them. So
was brought to the Wor
incubator. A portable
plugged into an electric lig
in a special compartment flc
oxygen, was his home for :
mile railway trip. A special
ambulance met him at the @
oxygen cubicle received his
Fair.

The V.R. News Letter is fssued
the Victorian Railways Commissions
retlicayman in the service. Persona
wnd other brief succinct contribution
addressed tv the Editor, Bettermen:
licity Board, Head Oﬁ?ce.

Wholly set up and printed in *
the Victorian Railways Prinuz
Laurens-street, North Melbourse
Publishers— The Victorian Railws
misgioners
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l The Month’s Topic |

A Talking Point

ASTLY improved train services
to be brought into operation
this month on the Bendigo and

Daylesford lines represent a further
instalment of train alterations intro-
duced as a result of the Department’s
continuous and systematic review of
passenger services. They have to a
large extent been made possible by the
Department’s carefully-planned policy
over a number of years of improving
tracks, signalling, locomotives, etc.

In April and October of last year
comprehensive improvements were
made to passenger and goods train
services in various other parts of the
State, excepting the Eastern and South-
eastern districts, resulting in greater
public patronage and much more eco-
nomic handling of traffic.

When the Gippsland lines are
brought within the scope of the
scheme, the Department’s country
train services will reach a standard
hitherto unattained.

Wherever practicable greatly accel-
erated schedules, combined with more
convenient departure and arrival times,
have been introduced to improve our
services to the public—factors upon
which we must fully inform ourselves
because it is vital that the new time-
tables and services be given the widest
possible publicity.

Service

”I WISH to express our appreciation
of the manner in which all members
of the railway staff and employes at
Moe rose to the occasion during the
dislocation owing to the floods in De-
cember.

The township of Moe was cut off from
surrounding districts by both rail and
road. Emergency communications were
organised and maintained by motor
trollies on damaged railway lines and
over damaged bridges, this being the
only way of getting food and stores to
and produce from a large section of the
farming community.

The willing services rendered by every
section of the railway employes has
been very much appreciated. I am
purposely refraining from mentioning
names, some did more than others, but
I think everyone did all that his oppor-
tunities allowed.”

—Mr. R. L. Adamson, Manager, Moe
Co.-op. Dairying Co. Ltd., writing to
the Commissioners.

* %

. In appreciatively acknowledging this
tribute to the excellent work performed,

the Commissioners said ‘' . . . . From
their own observations, the Commis-
sioners are satisfied that this * man

size’  job was tackled and cowpleted
in a manner that was beyond praise. . ..”

Mr. Clapp Reviews Rail Financ

INFLUENCE OF ROAD COMPETITION

TRIKING facts and figures relating to the
S financial position of the Department during
the 12 months ended June 30 last, were
given in a review by the Chairman of Commis-
sioners (Mr. Harold W. Clapp) last month.
He stated that although the deficit for the year
(£725,119) is an increase of [40,000 on the deficit
for the previous year, it is still considerably lower
than the deficits in the years, 1929-30, 1930-31,
The deficit promises to be even
lower for the year 1934-35.

and 1931-32.

HE railway revenue of £9,249,866
in 1933-34 was the lowest since
1919-20, when the fares and
freights were appreciably lower than
they are now. It has fallen 33 per
cent. since 1926-27, the peak year,
when the revenue was £13,761,000,
On the other side of the ledger
the working expenses for 1933-34,
after deducting (251,103 provided
from unemployment relief funds,
amounted to £6,431,791.  This total
which is 39 per cent. (actually
£4,089,000) below the peak year,
192627, included an amount of
£125562 expended on works as-
sociated with unemployment relief,
but it was yet £140,998 less than
the comparable expenses for 1932-33.

Interest and Exchange

Interest charges for 1933-34, in-
cluding exchange at present rates,
were £3,553,195. Loan conversions
are responsible for the fact that
this sum is £90,682 lower than the
amount of interest and exchange
payments for 1932-33 and (546,448
lower than the interest and exchange
bill for 1931-32.

During the years when traffic was
steadily increasing, the railway equip-
ment was built up to enable the busi-
ness to be handled efficiently. With
the greatly reduced volume of traffic
now offering, the interest on the
increased capitalisation, made more
formidable by the added exchange,
is a very serious burden.

Out of every L1 earned in 1933-34,
7/8d. had to go out for interest and
exchange, whereas in the railway peak
year, 1926-27  only 4/9d. in the f]
was earmarked for that purpose. In
that yvear, of course, exchange on interest
was not pavable.

Rate-cutting Evil

The greatest concern of the De-
partment is the fall in revenue. One
of the most important factors is the
development and growth of road
motor services,

Road transport which reveals its
greatest competitive vigour in the
carriage of high-class commodities—

the most desirable freights
railways and those upon wh
rely to enable them to qu
specially low rates on prims
ducts, etc.—had brought rat
to a level which, in many cas
not possibly yield a fair retur
reasonable working conditions

Goods Traffic Loss

This position was respon
further railway rate conces
means of freight contracts
steps met with a measure o!
but, at the same time, it is ¢
that the overall losses, due
activity of the road services, =
to at least £400,000 in goo
alone.

The value of the railway s
will be better appreciated wu
is explained that the average
to railway consignors of goow
livestock over the year am
to a little over 1id. a ton =
rate at which no road operates
live, even with his right
largely maintained at the p
public expense.

It is only by concent
selected freights of the highe
fications that road operators
to compete with the railway

Looking Ahead

Since the last balance
presented the general pos
improved manifestly. The :
the revenue mainly by the
Celebrations, the Eucharistic
and the increased return fr
passenger services is shows
approximate increase of f!
the last seven months, as
with the same period last :

While this 1s very es
and indicates a somewhas
deficit for the current
appears to be little prospe
substantial improvement in *
financial results until the
situation of the State has
and the stabilisation of
through an equitable co-or
all such services, has
attained.
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# 1 Personal Postscript

’%‘ﬁ'

State’s Biggest ‘“ Landlord

FTER presiding over that com-
paratively little-known, but highly

important division of the De-
partment—the FEstate Office—for 7}
years, Mr. R. A. Rankin retires this

month. His expert knowledge on the
many complex phases of land dealings
was gained during 47 years’ contimious
service on that work. In all large and
small railway engineering works in-
volving the acquisition of land, Mr.
Rankin has ‘‘ blazed the trail” in
valuing and acquiring land and property
in all parts of the State. More than
20 years ago he took a leading part in
the drawing up of a standard form of
agreement governing the operation of
the hundreds of private sidings through-
out the system. His work in this
direction brought praise to the Depart~
ment from overseas vailways. As a
Lands Officer, Mr. Rankin also oc-
cupied a prominent vole in selecting
sites and acquiring land for the wheat
storage sites at country and terminal
stations during the Great War. The
inauguration of this huge scheme, for
which there was no precedent, was
rendered more difficult by the record
wheat yield of nearly 60,000,000
bushels in 1915-16.  As Estate Officer
controlling more than 2,000 Depart-
mental residences, shops on railway
land and leases, which yield a yearly
rental of nearly £150,000, Mr. Rankin
could confidently claim to be the biggest
“landlord " in the State. —C.J.D.

Behind the Scenes
MEMBERS of the V.R.I. Cricket Team

visiting Sydney this month to seek
Interstate honors against N.S.W. and
Quecensland  are, at least, assured of one

success—the trip, organised by Roy Kidd,
of the Spencer-street Telegraph Office.
Promotion of the sccial side of the Depart-
ment has long been his hobby. As Secre~
tary of the V.R.I. Cricket Association and
V.R.1. Clubs’ Association, V.R.I. Councillor
and Founder and Oraniser of the Railways
Cricket and Tennis Week, he has an all-
the-year job which affords him full vent
for his completely congenial werk., As a

Telegraphist, it is safe to assert that when
he is operating, he knows the operator at
the other end of the line because railwaymen
in all parts of the State have at some time
come within the scope of Roy’s organising
work behind the scenes. The spacious sports
ground (cricket, tennis and football) which the
V.R.I. possesses at Royal Park has no more
ardent publicist than Roy who urges all
railwaymen to regard it as their own —H.E.

Railman’s Rise

LATEST raxlwayman to receive an
1mportant appointment outside the
Department i3 popular Campbell Turn-
bull. Last month he was selected by
the State Cabinet to be Assistant Crown
Solicitor, and thus at the comparatively
early age of 36 he is occupying one of
the leading posts in the Crown Law
Department. His success has brought
great pleasure to a wide circle of friends
in the city and his home-town, Wedder-
burn, where he began his railway career
as a junior clerk in 1913. After a period
as a booking clerk at Ringwood, he was
transferred to the Claims Agent’s
Office where his proficiency inshorthand
and typewriting led to Lis temporary
transfer to the Crown Solicitor’'s Office
(Railway Commeon Law Division). In
1931 he was admitted to practice as a
barrister and solicitor in the Supreme
Court of Victoria, and in the following
yvear he assumed control of the Division
to which he had been ‘‘temporarily ’
transferred 16 years prevxously His
friends predict that in between ex-
pressing opinions on complex questions
of law, he wiil find a chink for the de-
livery of an opinion on the prospects
this year of the South Melbourne foot-
ball team, of which he has always been
a keen supporter. —B.

February Birthdays

TATIONMASTER H., O’Hagan, of

Birchip, and Repairer L. P. Monigatti,
of Rechester, on the first ; Firemen E. Allen
of Yea and J. Pilkington of Traralgon on the
second ; Upholsterer H. Opie, Stationmaster
. F. Horsbuxgh of Auburn, Repairer J.
Klemm of Rainbow and Shunter Tom
Halfpenny of Bendige, on the third ; Driver
G. Padgett of Benalla, Guard R. McKee of
Warragul, Englnumens Instructor W.
Hosking, Train Examiner C. McKenzie of
Geelong, Repairer W. J. McKay of Williams-
town and Driver E. ]J. Corbett of Ararat on
the fourth ; Boilermaker’s Help W. IF. Mayne
and Fireman 8. W. O. Chant of North
Melbourne Loco. on the fifth;  Engine
Dn\'er J. S. Nancairow of Bcnalla and Re-
pairer W. S. Kick of Goldsborough on the
sixth ; Asst. Estate Otficer R. F. Calcutt and
Fireman J. 'I'. Callahan of Ballarat on the
seventh ; Signalman R. Fawcett and Yard
Porter T. P. Reher oflvanhoc on the eighth :

TAKE CARE OF YOUR EYES

Have them tested regularly by our Qualified Opticians.

'Phone C. 10595 for an appointment.

Special Concession to Railwav Ewmployees and thewr Fanulies.

COLES & GARRARD

Pty.
Led.

370-2 Bourke-st., Melb. Ci

Sight Testing Opticians

Guard O. C. Healey of Dimbocla
ninth ; Ganger 'I'. Skermer of
Plumber W. Sharman of Ballarat and
maker W. F. Anstey of North Me
on the 10th ;: Betterment and Publicit
Member G. A. Curtis, Road Fore-
Cashen of Ballarat, Ganger W. T. |
Pakenham and Optg. Porter R. J. ~
of Bruthen, on the 11th; R.M.O':
D. M. Little and Commissioner N. C
clerk Alf. Gilmore on the 12th;

‘W. V. Bishop of Sale on the 14th; \
Engineer W. Bromby and Repaire:
Jenkins of Windsor on the 15th:
Officer R. A. Rankin, 'Phone A:
N. W. Armstrong, of Newport War
and L. H. Upholsterer E. L. St

Dudley-street. on the 16th ; Carpen:
Ford and Yard Porter W. H. I

Bacchus Marsh on the L7th; R.M
Gordon, Driver V. A. Collins of

and Cleaner A. J. Sheppard on t

Engine Driver Bert Rachinger, Shec
Bolitho of Bendigo and blgnalman

cf Benalla. on the 19th; G.P. & F

MecClelland on the 20th : Repairer W
of Ballarat and Tramway Inspe
Griffiths on the 22nd; D.R.3. Su:
McLeod of Bendigo on the 23rd:
master A. L. Abbott of KFlinders-stre
ing Shunter E. J. Green of Dande

Clerk ). K. Donald, of Room 1, on :

Carpenter H. S. Bullen of bhcp

the 25th; Supt. Train Services W

and Road Foreman J. P. O'Loughlin
Melbourne. on the 27th; and Chic
cal Engineer H. P. Colwell, on the

—_————— —

Last Mile Post

HE death of Mr. R. W. Easter
Clers of the Way and Works
came as a greal SnocK to numerou
both inside and outside of the Dep:
His death, within 12 months of
removes one ol the most conscien:
painstaking odicials in the Departr

I'or more thnan 13 vears, Mr.
occupied the highest clerical post ir
and Works Branch. In that po
supervised the whole of the non-er
activities of the Branch under three -
Chicfs—the late Mr. J. H. Fraser an.
E. H. Ballard and J. M. Asnwortl

““ His extensive knowledge of
gained during 47 years’ service was
mn solving the almost endless succ
problems which arosc in a Branc
activities extend throughout the
His opinion and advice were alwa
by me.” said Mr. Ashworth in
tribute to Mr. Easterby.

‘'he Department was represente
funeral by Messrs. N. C. Harris z-
Canny (Commissioners), E. C. Evc
tary for Railwass), J. M. Ashwor
Engineer of Way and Works), T.
(Comptroller of Accounts) and D.
(Chairman, Staff Board).

WITH the recent death of M-
O’Regan, of Canterbury, at ©
806, there passes one of the earliest rz
in the State.
He commenced his career with
son’s Bay Railway Company 68 v«
In 18383 he was transferred to C:
when that station was opened :
For 25 years he remained as Sta:
until his retirement from the se-
Mr. O’Regan was a popular o
when he retired local residents
him with a valuable gold watch ==
suitably inscribed, which he great!
I'wo of Mr. O’Regan’s sons are :
employed in the Railway Departn

The V.R. News Letter is tssued =mom
the Victorian Ratlways Commissione
railwayman in the service. Personal
and other brief succinct contribution
addressed to the Lditor, Bettermen: o
{icity Board, Head Office.

Wholly set up and printed in Ao
the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens-strect, North Melbourne
Publishers—The Victorian Railwas
miss‘oners
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‘ The Month’s Topic

Benefits of New V.R.
Telephone Exchange

ITH the opening of the new

railways automatic telephone

exchange last month, yet ano-
ther substantial addition i1s made to
the Department’s equipment which
will be invaluable in promoting effi-
clency.

Replacing an exchange which, after
25 years had become totally inadequate
to handle the increasing volume of
Departmental telephone business and
with no scope for expansion, the new
exchange is a recognition by the
Administration of the importance of
the telephone in every-day business.

Constant association with the tele-
phone is prone to make users overlook
the extraordinary advantages of this
modern equipment. The telephone
spans distances—today telephone sub-
scribers throughout the world can con-
verse with one another—but not the
least important phase is the facility
the telephone affords for speedier
and more satisfactory conclusions to
matters which would otherwise lead
to superfluous correspondence and
indefiniteness. Complicated transac-
tions can often be promptly completed
by phone, and, if necessary, subse-
quently confirmed in writing.

Co-operation
Imperative

Satisfied with the potential benefits
which will accrue from the installation
and operation of the new exchange,
the Administration is naturally anxious
that these benefits should be obtained
from the outset, and it is our impera-
tive duty to co-operate to the fullest
extent in order to attain this ob-
jective.

Instructions and hints that will be
readily understood are contained in
the new Telephone Directory, and
their careful study is absolutely es-

sential to secure the best results
both from the point of view of the
Department and of the individual
user.

New Apprentices
Begin This Month

EARLY this month it is expected that
the first of the 60 successful appli-
cants for the vacant Departmental
apprenticeships will commence their
duties. Applications for these per-
manent appointments—the first for
five years—were received from 1,801
youths.

Of the total number of applicants,
nearly half resided in country areas.
In addition to interviewing youths in
Melbourne, the Board of Selectors
(Messrs. D. Cameron, Chairman of
the Staff Board, V. L. Hyndman,
Acting Manager, Bendigo Workshops,
and J. N. George, Assistant Engineer,
of the Way and Works Branch) visited
10 country centres.

One hundred and twenty youths
from all parts of the State were
selected by the Board, and of these
80 possessed educational qualifi-
cations, such as the University
intermediate or leaving certificates,
or a Technical School intermediate
certificate or diploma, which ob-
viated sitting for the educational
examination.

After completion of the medical
test, a ballot will be conducted to
determine the order of precedence for
appointment. The candidates who do
not secure immediate appointment
will be eligible to fill any vacancies
arising during the next 12 months.

Apprentices for the grades of fitter
and turner, electrical fitter, boilermaker,
painter and so on were required for
the following  Branches :—Rolling
Stock, 39 ; Way and Works, 18; and
Electrical Engineering, 3.

Service

o RECENTLY we had occasion to
consult your Department re-
garding the shipment of complete
X-Ray equipment to our Adelaide
office.

We thank you for the courtesy and
help extended by your officers. and
are pleased to report that the con-
signment opened up in good order
and condition and has since been
installed and working to its capacity.

The consigning was such a success that
our Adelaide office request us to forward
Sfuture goods by the fast goods rail service
between Melbourne and Adelaide.”’

—W. Watson & Sons Ltd., of Mel-
bourne, writing to the General
Superintendent of Transportation.

HIS consignment was valued at

nearly £500, and it was impera-

tive that it should be expertly
packed and transported.

Cases of a special type to ensure
safe transit of the delicately-adjusted
mechanism were devised by an official
of the Claims Agents Office.

A significant feature is the de-
cision of the Company to despatch
future consignments by rail fol-
lowing the excellent work performed
by the railwaymen concerned.

Better Farming T
38th Tour
f]:‘HE 38th tour of the ¥

Farming Train wil

place from March
April 5. The success whe
attended the running o
train emphasises its val
developmental purposes
the education of the pr
producer.

The train, which is des:
an ‘‘agricultural college on
is provided by this Depart
is staffed and stocked by the
ment of Agriculture whic
provision for lectures and
strations on a wide range of
The tour will embrace the
centres ; Tempy, Underbool
ville, Ouyen, Mildura, ?
Meringur, Werrimul and Re

So highly regarded is the

Farming train as an aid to «

mary producer that, in ordis

permit of a continuance
operations, the Commos

Bank Board has again agrs

advance funds to finance the &

coming tour from its Rural C

Development Fund. The la

tours were similarly finances

————— e ———

Reso and Easter T

ITH representatives of
commercial, manufactur
cultural and shipping ir
the party, the Reso Train -
Melbourne on April 8 and -
Hill, Kerang, Rochester,
Deniliquin, Tatura, Sheppam
murkah, Cobram and Yea
return to the metropolis on A
Carefully-planned - motor
each stopping point will
unique facilities for the Reso
to learn at first hand of deve
taking place in many phase
mary production.
Bookings for the Reso tow
now being accepted at the &
ment and Publicity Board O
The sixth tour of the
Train—the Department’s las
vation to enable groups of
makers to visit a number of
distant resorts at Christm
Easter instead of remainin:
particular centre—will take ©_
on a tour of the North-easter
over the Easter period (Apr

Albury, Beechworth and
falo National Park are an
leading features of the tour,
a scenic motor drive thr
Australian Alpine region fron
to The Chalet.

Introduced at Christmas
the Holiday Train tours wes
immediate success, and are =
regular feature at Christma

Easter periods. All the awva
accommodation on the forthe

tour was fully booked wis
fortnight of the itinerary
announced.
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Personal Postscript
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Eminent R.M.O.

EN years ago, the Department

was singularly fortunate in se-

curing the distinguished seruvices
of Dr. John Gordon, C.M.G., M.D.,
M.S., F.R.A.CS., L.R.C.P., as Rail-
ways Medical Officer.  His retirement
on reaching the statutory age will be
regretied throughout the service. Very
few of the 20,000 odd railwaymen have
not at one time or another passed under
his kindly eye. As the principal Medi-
cal Officer, he averaged 12,000 exami-
nations a year during his decade of
service, and to him is due the present
high standard of efficiency of the
Ratlways Medical Division.  Prior to
becoming Ratlways Medical Officer, Dr.
Gordon was an exanuner in surgery at
the Melbourne University and Honorary
Surgeon at the Melbouwrne Hospital.
Between 1914-1919, he served with
distinction with the AIF. Medical
Services in Egypt, Gallipoli, France
and England. Since his return, he has
had control of the limbless soldiers of
Australia on behalf of the Repatriation
Department. His predecessor was the
late Sir Charles Ryan who was the
first Railways Medical Officer to be
appointed. —I.].

Signalman’s Record

NIQUE records are possessed by

Signalman Ish Williams who re-
tires this month after 49 years’ con-
tinuous service in the signalling division.
For 37 years he has been on the subur-
ban railway staff, and although for
most of that time he was more or less
difficult to locate, his colleagues took it
for granted that he could be easily
found in September and November.
They were right because 30 years ago,
Ish began regularly to take up duty at
the Royal Show and Melbourne Cup.

His thorough knowledge contributed
largely to the safe and expeditious
handling of this busy traffic. ¢ Couldn't

tell you,” said Ish when asked to say

precisely the number of signal boxes
at which he had relieved during the past
37 years. Ish has another record. For
30 years he has been an active Com-
mitteeman of the Essendon Football
Club—16 years when the team was in
the Association and 14 years as a League
team. —ML.C.

March Birthdays

Fitter A. T. Twells of Geelong on the
first ; Fireman A. E. Dawson of North Mel-
bourne Loco. and A.S.M, ]. J. McDonough
of Watchem on the second ; Clerk M. Stani-
street, Room 2, Commissioner M. J. Canny,
Staff Board Member T. F. Brennan and
Architect S. Steel of Head Office on the
third ; Chief Foreman W. G. Cornish, North
Loco., on the fourth ; Shunter W. J. Lacey,
of Melb. Yards on the fifth ; Driver S. Parker,
Colac, Accountant’s Chief Clerk N. J. Lester
and Train Examiner P. Gill, of North Mel-
bourne, on the seventh; Clerk A. J. Paul
of Ararat on the eighth; Clerk Bill Conroy
of Room 4 on the tenth; Lineman H.
Alexander, of Dandenong, Road Foreman

E. Schurer, Ballarat, and Supt. Road-
master H. Bye on the 11th; Signalman
J. Price of Bendigo and L. H. Fitter L. B.
Mudge, Geelong, on the 12th; District
Engineer Tom Bye, Provedore Les Brown
and Man Power Othicer F. P. O'Dea of North
Loco. on the 13th; Elec. Train Driver D, P.
Ryan, of Glenwaverley on the 14th; Fire-
man G. Mitchell, of Kerang, Fitter W. J.
Lonsdale, Ballarat, and Guard C. A. Potter
of Traralgon on the 16th; Works Foreman
E. G. Armstrong of Geelong on the 17th;
S. & T. Engineer ]J. A. Malan on the 20th;
Train Examiner W. Dunn of Benalla on the
21st;  Cleaner A. . Clements of I'raralgon
on the 22nd ; Boilermaker R. Hill of Ballarar,
S. & T. Supvsr. N. S. Smyth, Ballarat,
W. & W. Staff Clerk J. A. Norris, A.S.M.,
G. E. McKemmish ot Crovdon, Guard 1.
H. llynn of Flinders-street on the 23rd ;
Lineman P. Hyde of Bendigo on the 25th ;
R.S. Chief Clerk H. L. Dickinson and '['rain
Exmnr. D. Purtle of Dandenong on the
z6th ;  Driver 'I'. H. Dwyer of Warragul
and L. Porter T. O’Brien ot Bendigo on the
27th;  Sup't. Loco. Supplies kd. Dillon
on the 28th; C. & W. Shops Fcreman J. H.
Homersham and Fitter J. S. Telling of North
Melbourne on the 29th; Driver C. Crick
of Ararat, Parlor Car Conductor Billy Lynch
anda Signalman P. H. barding of lLara on
the 3Uth; Jack Cordwell ot the G.S.T's.
Oftice and Signalman P. |. Fogarty of Kich
mond on the 3ist.

ARE YOUR EYES RIGHT?

If not, don’t delay in consulting our Qualified Opticians
Special Concession to Railway Employees and their Famihes
'Phone Central 10595 for an appointment

COLES & GARRARD

Pty.
Led.

370-2 Bourke-st., Melb. C|

Sight Testing Opticians

licity Board, Head Office.

Wholly set up and printed in 4.

Last Mile Post

HE death of Mr. Robert

Fitter, on February 8th

as a shock to his workm:
Spotswood Workshops. Join:
Department in 1920 he wor:
three vears under the Inspe
Ironwork and was then transfe
the Workshops staff.

Always willing to lend a !
those less fortunate than
“Bob ” will be missed by
circle of friends both in =
of the Department. QOur dec
pathy is extended to his wid
relatives.

-

Ideas—And Hat

PPROPRIATELY
A *“Don’t Keep It Under

Hat,” a pamphlet just «
by the Commissioners for
lation throughout the system
lines cogent reasons wh
submission of suggestions f
proving the service is mu
advantageous to railwaymes
the Department.

‘“ Hats are made,” a passa;
in a direct statement to every
man, ‘‘to cover heads, n
Brainwaves come—they must
quite often, about your job, ar
or the system. Under your h
be, is the germ of an epock
invention, or a bright idea :
revolutionise some existing
practice. A new ldea may b
£1, £10, £50 or even more to

The simple procedure tc
served in submitting ideas
the Betterment and Publicit
is set out, together with the ¢
governing cases where ra:
desire to take out patent
respect of an invention.

Unsuccessful  suggestors
ventors are urged ‘' not u
appointed or disheartened if ¢
are not accepted. Your nor
does not necessarily mean
suggestions are without merit.
more, your study of a pr
order to propound a solut
necessarily make you a keenc
man and fit you even more ¢
than before, to achieve distir
the Department.”

Since the establishmen:
Board 13 years ago, 29,279 1ceu
been submitted. Of these, 5
been adopted, 11 are now on
£20,366 has been paid in a

The V.R. News Letter is issued =
the Victorian Ruilways Comtmissiors
ratlcaymanin the service.  Persona:
and other brie} succinet contributior
addressed 1o the Lditor, Bettermern:

the Victorian Railways Prinuny,
Laurens-strect  North  Melbourns
Publishers—'1'he Viciorian Railwe
missioners.
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V.R. NEWS LETTER

April,

l The Month’s Topic

Influence of Developmental

and Scenic Tours

OMMENCING with the tour of
the Better Farming Train—
March 25 to April 4—several

special tours have been listed for the
Autumn season.

Large attendances of practical far-
mers and their each
point of visit on this tour are further
manifestations of the appeal and value
of the train as a means of spreading
scientific knowledge.

womenfolk at

E I

On April 8, the Reso Train will
take representatives of city and country
interests on an extensive six-day tour
of Northern Victoria and Southern
Riverina.

The unanimous opinion has been
expressed that no superior medium
exists for the acquirement of so com-
prehensive a knowledge and under-
standing of our vast rural areas.

* % %

For the King’s Silver Jubilee
week-end—May 4-t6—a holiday tour is
being organised te Echuca. A river
excursion along the Murray will be
one of the outstanding features.

In their broadest sense, the Better
Farming and Reso Trains are develop-
mental, while the Holiday Train tours
are providing a means whereby the
more remote beauty spots of Victoria
are becoming better known to an
increasing number of holidaymakers.

New Tennis Court at
Highett

In association with the Victorian
Railways Institute, raflwaymen at
Highett have completed plans for
laying down a first-class tennis court
on Departmental land adjoining the
local station.

The Secretary (Mr. A. Wisken,
Highett station) says his Committee
would welcome members to the newly-
formed Club.

““When completed, this tennis
court,” said Mr. Wisken, ‘‘will be
run exclusively for the social benefit
of railwaymen and their families.”

Improving Rail Suburban Servic

Easter—Anzac Day

RAIL TRAFFIC RECORDS
EXPECTED

REE country and suburban rail

transportation having been granted
by the Government to returned soldiers,
sailors and nurses travelling to attend
the Anzac Day Ceremonies, which will
follow immediately after the Easter
holidays, country rail traffic between
April 15 and 27 is expected to be on an
unprecedented scale for that period of
the year. o . .

Many additional trains will be
scheduled. and in preparing the time-
tables it will be necessary to recast
the whole of the train services or-
dinarily fixed for the Easter traffic
because of the comprehensive altera-
tions and accelerations introduced
during the past 12 months.

Plans for enabling free travel to
be obtained have now been finalised.
Application forms will be available
at all railway stations throughout the
State and at Branches of the
R.S.S.I.LL.A.

Service

“AS a_ Cheltenham resident, I
desire to express my ap-
preciation of the improved service
on the Frankston line during the
peak period—the non-stop run to
Cheltenham is fine. Thank you!
Having travelled in all the Aus-
tralian States, I can truthfully say
that the Victorian suburban service
is by far the best.

I would like to take this oppor-
tunity of expressing, on behalf of
my wife and self, our grateful ap-
preciation of the courtesy and at-
tention of your staff at all times and
especially at Cheltenham, where
they often go out of the usual way to
oblige. Again thanks.”

Mr. Alfred W. Pennington, of
Cheltenham, writing to the Superin-
tendent of Train Services.

Striking Instance of
Appreciation

OW ' courteous consideration to-
H wards a passenger who had
unwittingly broken a By-Law
reacted beneficially to the Department
three months later is described by the
General Passenger and Freight Agent.

The passenger was particularly
impressed by the courteous—or as he
described it ‘‘ decent ”’—manner in
which the case was dealt with by all
the offictals concerned.

As a result, when five members of
his family desired to travel by steamer
from Melbourne to Sydney to farewell
him on departure for a trip to America,
he decided that they should patronise
the railway for the journey.

One single and five return tickets
were purchased, and the railway
revenue benefited fro the -~xtent of
£54]716.

PASSENGERS SUBMI™
SUGGESTIONS

UBURBAN rail travellers
S submitted 35 proposals
prove various electric
services. These suggestions
in response to the Departm
widespread invitation throug:
medium of 300 ‘‘ Electric Ra
Bulletins  exhibited at 140 su
ban stations between Mar
and 12.

Most of the correspondents
minor alterations to train
principally to provide conne
with other trains at Melbour
several other junction stations.

The fixation of convenient cozs

tions at changing stations

always been a vexed quess

Experience has shown tha:

convenience of passengers genes

is best served by the maintes
of a regular frequency and the »
vision of *‘ through ” services.

While connections at s
stations are given due consic
alterations in the schedules =
the requirements of individua
lers would cause inconvenie
other directions.

There are so many ways !
connections may be made
Richmond that any endeavor
them all in would dislocate the «
running in and out of Melbe.

These proposals are, howe
being thoroughly investigated
any are found to be practicats
will be adopted.

Transportation Branch offic
the view that the relativel
number of suggestions rece
an indication of the genera!
factory nature of the suburbs
services.

_——— —

V.R. Decorative Fl

Success at Ball
BALLARAT ratlwaymen

minent in the pagean:
held to celebrate tha
Centenary. One of the mair

was a spectacular  procession
included decorative floats.
against a large number of entr
railway  float—a working m

“C class locomotive—gair

prize.

Preparation of the float w
tarily undertaken by the
staff. Two small lads, dre
enginemen, energetically tu-
wheels of the locomotive, wk
ing kindlers in the fire box
a continual stream of smoks
was fanned through the boil
funnel,
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V.R. NEWS LETTER

Apri.

%s‘* Personal Postscript

Family’s Record Service.

CLOSING of Navigator as a caretaker
station has ended the unique record
possessed by five sisters of the McGuigan
family. They had been continuously in
charge of the station as caretakers for
the past 46 years. The late Miss L.
McGuigan, the first caretaker when the
station was opened in October 1888, was
also the first woman to occupy such a
position in the Department. Succes-
sively, her four sisters assumed control
of the station for varying periods, Miss
Mary McGuigan beinlg caretaker for the
last 14 years. Actually, the family has
an unbroken sequence of 58 years’ ser-
vice in the Department. Samuel McGui-
gan, Senr., was a repairer and ganger at
Navigator between 1877 and 1904, when
he retired because of ill-health. Sam
McGuigan, Jnr., is an electric suburban
guard at Williamstown. He joined the
service at Hamilton as a porter in 1901.
For 20 years he was located at the Mel-
bourne Yard, occupying in turn the
positions of shunter, guard and acting
yard foreman. —W.F.T

Audit Expert.

FTER 46 years in the Audit
A and ~Accountancy Branches, Mr.
. A. Mactaggart, Auditor of

Cash Accounts, last month began his
final leave prior to retiring. As a
junior clerk under the late Mr. Harold
Kent, Traffic Auditor, he gained a
sound and practical knowledge of the
work which was reflected in the con-
spicuous success he achieved throughout
his long career. His ability marked
him for advancement to responsible
positions, and after controlling the
intricate * adjustments of Government
accounts during the Great War period
he was promoted to the Audit Inspec-
tion staff. In that position and later
as Chief Inspector of Audit he became
an acknowledged expert on all phases
of station accounting. Following the
amalgamation of the Audit and Ac-
countancy Branches, he was appointed
Auditor of Cash Accounts. Mr.
Mactaggart’s specialised knowledge made
him an invaluable member of those
Departmental commuttees dealing with
important traffic questions.  Officers of
the Accountancy Branch assembled last
month to farewell Mr.

Mactaggart,

and on their behalf My. T. F. Brennan,
Comptroller of Accounts, presented him
with a handsome grandfather clock
appropriately inscribed. —W.

Farewelled.

AST month, Mr. R. A. Rankin, former

Estate Officer, briefly renewed as-
sociation with the Department when
his colleagues in the ay and Works
Branch farewelled him. Their gifts
consisted of a handsome wireless set
and a wallet of notes. In making the
presentation the Chief Engineer of
Way and Works (Mr. J. M. Ashworth)
referred appreciatvely to Mr. Rankin’s
honorable service extending over a long
period. Mr. Ashworth also read from
the official file the Commissioners’
acknowledgement of the loyal and
efficient services which had charac-
terised Mr. Rankin throughout his 49
years continuous association with the
Way and Works Branch. —A.H.R,

April Birthdays.

Clerk F. C. Lord, of Yarrawonga, and
Stationmaster J. E. O’Meara, of Murtoa,
on the first; Porter J. Gadd of Seymour,

and Asst. Elec. Engineer W. M. Clarke, of
Flinders-street, on the second ; Asst. En-
gineer J. T. Dadsey of R.S. Head Office,

on the third; Ganger A. McCallum, of
Cressy, on the fifth; Stationmaster F. V.
Lunny, of Woodleigh, Elec, Mechanic R. H.
Coventry, of Overhead Depot, on the sixth ;

Plumber J. Tait, of Hamilton, Clerk H. K
Aitken, ot G.P. & F.A’s., and Classification
Board Secretary N. Quail, on the seventh ;

Signalman A. J. Cotter, of Ballarat East, on
the eighth ; Ganger J. P. Brown, of 1 \/Ianga-
lore, Yard Foreman G. Corrigan, of Geelong,
and Mechanic E. A. Bracher, of Newport,
on the ninth ; B'maker E. A, Davis, of New-
port, Commissioner N, C. Harris, and Pas-
senger Guard W. Lethlean, of Spencer street,
on the 10th; Fitter’s Asst. R. Bannister,
of Newport, and Secy’s. Despatch Clerk E
P. Linden, on the 11th; Carpenter C. T.
McAuliffe, of Spotswood Workshops, Optg.
Porter A. J. Lister, of Nyora, and Storeman
W. J. Meade, of Newport Loco. Storehouse,
on the 12th; Goods Guard L. Coghlan
and Yard Checker] R. Orr, of Melb. Yard,
on the 13th; Ganger J. C. Stewart, of
Tempy, on the 14th; Ldg. Shunter V. J.
Larkin, of Shepparton, and Clerk J. M.
Alsopp of Accountancy Branch, on the 13th ;

Blacksmith G. E. Caldecoat, of Ballarat and
Asst. Chemist A, E. Boyce, of Newport Power
House, on the 16th; Plan Mounter J. F.
V\’alker of W. & W, Plan Room, on the 17th ;
Ww. & \V Clerk B. J. Wood, of Ballarat, on
the 18th; Clerk A, H. }‘ergeus of G.P. &
F.A’s., on the 19th; Storeman T. Tyler,

ARE YOUR EYES RIGHT

s

If not. consult our Qualified Opticians ac once
Special Concession to Railwaymen and their Families
'Phone Central 10595 for an appointment

COLES & GARRARD Ty

370-2 Bourke-st., Melb. CI

Sight Testing Opticians

of Newport Loco. Storehouse, on tb
Asst. Stationmaster W. J. Ledwi:
Cashier J. T. Dalton, on the 22nd:
Train Examiner W, Chamberlin ar:
Fitter C. H. Tuckett, of Geelong.
23rd ; Fireman T. F. Lambert, of
Melbourne, on the 24th; Iron M.
F. J. Allen, of Newport, ¢n the 25th
Help F. E. Beyer, of Newport, on t!
Laborer H. H. Beswick, of Overheac
and Storeman E. A. Wyatt, cf Ballu
the 27th; Storeman L. Breese. of =
street Recewmg Depot, and $.1.O.
on the 28th; Fireman H. W, B
North Nlelbourne, on the 29th ; Cler
Cadd, of C.E.E’s. Head Office, on t:

New Chief Clerk

WHEN Mr. W. H. Swaney was a3
ted to the responsible post o
Clerk of the Way and Works
he returned to surroundings wit®
he was thoroughly familiar. Bew
1914 and 1922 he was personal C.
the Chief and Assistant Chief, a=:
became closely acquainted w:
administration of that big E
Throughout his career Mr. S=
ability and untiring energy havs
him the completely successful o:
of many important positions.

years after joining the service

chosen as personal Clerk to 1w
Mr. H. W. Hawkeswood, Claims &
with whom he was associated “w
years prior 1o transferring to
and Works Branch. When the

and Telegraphs Branch was creas
1922, he was appointed Staff Clers
Swaney’'s 11} years in the Secr
Branch have been conspicuously «
ful. From Secretary to the Sta#®
he was appointed Assistant to M
Carolan (Special Staff Officer)
since appeared as Commissioner
resentative before the Comme
Arbitration Court and the Ra
Classification Board in many im
cases. For the past 12 months
been Acting Member of the Stag &

Water Polo, Now.
TO the formidable list of

men who have been succ:

all phases of competiti:
must now be added Bill Hall:
Dining Car Depot. He wua:
minent and forceful member
Victorian Water Polo teaw
wrested the ‘“ Regal” C
New South Wales last mon:
was a notable achievement on
of the local team because up
time New South Wales had *
beaten. He has actively par
in water polo for the past s
During his  first season  he
distinction of gaining the tr
the best and fairest player in
petition. He is now a leading
of the Middle Park team.
taken part in the three-mile
the River Yarra on three
Although he has not won an
minor prizes he has demonsir
endurance as a swimmer by
in the first 20 each year.

The V.R. News Letter 1s issued o
the Victorian Railways Commissiones
ratlwavmanin the service. Personal »
and other brief succinct contributior:
addressed to the Editor, Bettermen: o
licity Board, Head Office.

Wholly set up and printed in A
the Victorian Railways Prinung
Laurens-street  North Melbourne
Publishers—The Victorian Raiiws
missioners.
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V.R. NEWS LETTER.

A

‘ The Month’s Topic

Keeping Abreast

of Transport Trends

UE to limitations of space
in the News Letier, it
has been possible to give

railwaymen only the briefest
outline of the report by Mr.
Clapp following his all-em-
bracing investigation of modern
transport developments over-
seas.

This report makes absorbing
reading, and the knowledge ob-
tained by Mr. Clapp will result
in Victoria being brought well
into line with the most modern
railway services abroad.

* 0 ok X

From beginning to end, the
report bears striking testimony
to the thoroughness with which
Mr. Clapp came to grips with
every phase of up-to-date rail-
way practice.

In addition to recommenda-
tions which have been sub-
mitted, bases have been firmly
established which will unques-
tionably lead to vast improve-
ments in the already high
standard of efhiciency of the
Department.

* ok ok

Access to the highest authori-
ties in the various aspects of
transport dealt with in the re-
port has, of course, considerably
enhanced the potentialities of
the investigation.

By means of these personal
contacts there have been es-
tablished media which will en-
sure that the Victorian Rail-
ways will be in closer associa-
tion than ever before with future
overseas transport developments
of outstanding importance.

£

It scarcely seems necessary
to add that both the railways
and the State as a whole must
greatly benefit from the infor-
mation gathered during this tour
of investigation.

Future Rolling Stock
NEW STEEL EVOLVED

URING his tour abroad last

year, Mr. Clapp was greatly

impressed by the immense
potentialities of Cor-ten steel, a
new development in the steel in-
dustry. He fore-shadowed that
it would be an increasingly im-
portant factor in the construction
of future railway rolling stock.

It is a chromium-copper-silicon steel
of low carbon content, which combines
corrosion resistance, high yield point
and exceptional ductility.

High physical properties permit
substantial increases in the allowable
working stresses, and its ductility per-
mits of satisfactory forming of the usual
shapes required in car construction.
There is thus ample opportunity to
radically reduce the weight of the
carriage structures without sacrificing

strength.

Cor-ten steel enables modern
standards of safety, comfort and
convenience to be provided in steel
carriages having weights which
compare favorably with the present
standard carriages, with steel under-
frames and wooden bodies used on
the Victorian Railways.

This steel may be welded satis-
factorily without affecting its corrosive
resistance, and shapes and plates may
be readily pressed, hot or cold, within
the range of sizes usual with ordinary
carbon steel.

Cor-ten steel is available at a price
within the economic limits of the av-
erage railroad, and possesses character-
istics that make it outstandingly satis-
factory for railway use.

—————— —

Train Services Review
FOUR MAIN OBJECTIVES

N continuation of the compre-

hensive overhaul of country

train services commenced in
April, 1934, substantial improve-
ments in the Eastern and South-
eastern Districts became effective
last month.

These alterations represent a small
part of the continuous State-wide
review of country train services which
has the four following principal ob-
jectives :

(1) Faster schedules ;

(2) More convenient services ;

(3) Later departure times of late-
afternoon country trains from
Melbourne ; and

(4) Earlier arrival times of country
trains in Melbourne.

Wherever practicable, these im-
provements will be introduced, with
the result that country train services
will reach a standard never previously
excelled in this State.

Despite the many striking altera-
tions effected during the past year
there will, of course, be no abatement
in the policy of still further increasing
the speed, comfort and convenience
of country train services.

Retirement of

Mr. W. D. Mors

S UPERNUMERARY mes:

the Newport Plant Yar
wage of 2[6 per day in 1=+
Head of the Branch in 1933 =
milestones in the long career
W. D. Morgan, Comptroller of
who reached the retiring age last
Early in 1887, Mr. Morc
appointed to the clerical stafi
Stores Branch. This was the be:
of his advance via every pos
importance to the control of the
Two years as Secretary
Stores Board, three years as
Purchasing Agent and eight -
Assistant Chief Storekeeper we!
ped him as the successor to M-
J. Coleman, former Comptr
Stores, in February, 1933.

ANZAC DAY RAIL
TRAFFIC RECCH

“ LTHOUGH the provisior
more than 30 special t
followed immediately
the Easter traffic rush, the arrs
ments yesterday were a tribo
the efficiency of the Transpor::
branch of the Railway Departw
Coming from all parts of
State, and reaching Melbour=

almost  five-minute intervals

one train ran behind time.

train, from Merbein, which
yond Miidura, was |5 minute:
in a journey of nearly 400 mils
The whole organisation o §
specials was an excellent exam
of the manner in which the D=
ment can rise to an emergenc
— ' THE AGE,” A%

Mr. Clapp’s Report—C

Amongst the way and works
matters fully dealt with in the
are rail welding, apparatus for &
defects of alignment in the trac
also for detecting rail fissures, ma
for use in track maintenance, s
rail gauge plates and so on.

Matters aftecting electric
operation such as up-to-date -
ments in power houses, ele
lightning faults in overheac
ment and other questions v
closely investigated.

Mr. Clapp also took the
tunity of studying railway rei-
services abroad, and he rec
preciatively that the quality
and the prices charged in
torian Railways dining cars
freshment rooms compare ver
ably with similar services
countries visited.

An important phase of Mr
mission was an extended r
the co-ordination of transp
vices overseas, and he has
this matter in a very comps
and illuminating way.
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V.R. NEWS LETTER

Ma:

*

Personal Postscript

»‘;i&

Degrees

MID traditional academic pomp
A and ceremony at the Melbourne
University last month, two raul-
waymen—Clerk Ted Rogan, of the
Secretary’s Branch, and Scholarship
Apprentice Noel Coutts, of the Rolling
Stock Branch—crowned their years of
study by receiving the degrees of Bachelor
of Commerce and Bachelor of Me-
chanical Engineering respectively. FEach
had been awarded a Government free
place at rhe University.  The impressive
symbols, B. Com. now take thewr place
with F.1.C.A., after Ted’'s name. He
gained the latter distinction at the age
of 21 when he passed the final examina-~
tion of the Federal Institute of Ac-
countants. He joined the Department
in 1925, and after eight years in the
Rolling Stock Branch, including nearly
two years on loan to the clerical staff
of the Newport Technical College, was
transferred to the Secretary’s Branch.
When he joined the service as an Ap-
prentice Fitter and Turner in 1927,
Noel embarked upon intensive courses at

the V.R.I., Working Men's College
and the Footscray, Caulfield and
Newport Technical Colleges.  His suc-

cesses there, combined with praciical
railway  workshops  experience, cul-
minated in his selection to continue his

studies at the Umversity. Ted is 26
years of age, and Noel two years
younger. —D.B.C.
Coach

ONE of the most prominent Associa-
tion footballers during the past five
years, Fitter and Turner Jack Wunhym,
of Newport Workshops, has now been
transferred to the Ballarat Workshops,
and thus Yarraville will lose the services
of this talented footballer. He has
since been appointed playing coach of
the Ballarat Imperials, and local foot-
ball supporters are looking forward to
his displays. Jack played with Footscray
for three years, and when he transferred
to Yarraville he was appointed vice-
captain. Last year his strength and
stamina as a follower gained him selec~
tion in the combined Association team
which played the Victorian League 18.
For nine years, he has played with
the Railways in the Wednesday League,
being captain for three years. —W B,

Sporting Administrator

AILWAYMEN connected with subur-

ban sporting activities will regret
to learn that popular Bill Keppell has
decided to withdraw from active ad-
ministrative work in the Coburg Line
cricket club. He had been an inde-
fatigable and successful worker since
the inception of the club, Wthh he was
instrumental in forming nine years ago.
For three seasons he was President and
Captain, and much of his leisure was
monopolised in promoting the club’s
interests. In nine years, the club gained
four premierships, and was the runner-
up on four other occasions. Bill has
been equally active as a football ad-
ministrator. First Treasurer and Social
Secretary of the Coburg Line club in
1928, bhe remained in active association
with the club’s affairs until last year
when after being President for two
seasons, he retired. ‘‘ His record with
these two clubs should stand as an
inspiration to all club-workers,” was a
colleague’s well-deserved tribute to Bill
on his retirement. —S.

New Estate Officer

HEN Mr. R. F. Caleutt was
i/ l/ appointed Estate Officer last

month he was the third member
of the family to reach a responsible
position in the Department. His father,
the late Mr. ¥. R. Calcutt, was Chief
Clerk of the Existing Lines Branch,
and continued in that office when the
Branch assumed its present designation—
Way and Works—in 1904, A brother,
Myr. F. M. Calcutt, became Head of
a Branch—Chief Engineer of Signals
and Telegraphs—and occupied that
post for eight years. Mr. R. F. Cal-
cutt has now reached the leading position
in the Estate Office after 48 years
varied service in that division. His
experience in making valuations, in-
vestigating claims and megotiating with
claimants in respect of lands acquired
for raildway purposes in suburban and
country arveas has given him a wide
and comprehensive knowledge in real
estate matters. He has represented the
Department in many Arbitration Court
cases under the Lands Compensation
Act. Mr. Calcutt is a Fellow of the
Commonwealth Institute of Valuers.

—Y.J.

HAVE YOUR EYES TESTED

At regular intervals by our Qualified Opticians.
SPECIAL CONCESSION TO RAILWAYMEN AND THEIR FAMILIES

COLES & GARRARD

‘Phone C. 10595 for an appointment.

370-2 Bourke-st., Meib. CIi

SIGHT TESTING OPTICIANS

Veteran Auditor Retires
IF Auditor of Revenue D.

coner had remained until

6, he would have comp!
vears of service in the |
Railways. He is nmow on fin
prior 1o vetiring, and his
intend  farewelling him appr
early this month. Throughout
Mr. Falconer has specialised on
auditing in all its ramification
to his appoinrment as Chief
of Audit in 1922, he had 11
auditor’s pencil at nearly ever:
throughout the system. Later
filled the expectations of his C
late Mr. H. Kent, Traffic
by reaching the highest post
Branch— Acting  Auditor of
in succession to My, G. K. L
occupied that position for Sever
until the Audit and Acc
Branches were amalgamated =
when he became Auditor of
in immediate control of a lz
important section of the Brar

May Birthdays

ACTING Engineering Assistans

Taebring, of Spencer-street
Depot, on the first; ~Signalman
Payne, of North Williamstown ar
J. K. T)ghe of Geelong, on the
Asst. Stationmaster M. E. La-
Parwan, Clerk H, A. Day, of Acctcy
and Storeman J. R. Dewar, of Sr
on the third ; Clerk W, J. Bulton
Branch, on the four th; Painter H. L
of Pwllarat and Repmrer A. D.
Beaufort, on the fifth: Firema-
Thompson of \«Vahgun)”lh cn the
Commissioner Canny’s Cleik C. !
the ninth;  Ganger J. Copc of M
Yard, on the 10th ; Clerk, W. B.
of. Melbourne Good< Lad Labmc‘
White, of T\ewpou Workshops,
gmeerW C. Pratt, of Newport Pove
on the 11th Enqmeenng Asst. S. C
of Signals Dn'mon cnthe 12th; C
Carter, of Stores Branch Head Offc
13th; Boilermaker C. W, C. White
port \’\’ornshopi on the 14th: -

. R. Brown, of Loco. Storehcu
p’th cn the 16th: Special OﬂicL
field, of G. P. & F. A’s. Branch,
Fitter T. A. Lee, of North Meh
the 17th; Carpente1 T. Paton 0- S
Ldg. Hand Coppersmith J. \
of Newport Workshops on the 10t
and Turner T. F. Wignall, of
Workshops, on the 21st: Elec, Fi
Peakall, of Head Office, on the 22n
Quburban Guard W. F. Johnson cf
stieet and Fireman J. Waldron, of T
on the 23rd ; Ganger D. F. Cum-
Mordialloc, on the 24th; Clerk W.
burn, of Acctcy Branch on the 26
R. E. Jones, of Melbourne Goods, s
man W. H. Caddell, of North )\
Loco. on the 27th: Asst. Sta
C. E. Lynch., of Laverton, and =
F. G. I. Chappeli, of Flinders-street
Depot, on the 28th; Ldg. Shuntes
Joppich, of Tlinders-strect Yard =
Sub-foreman A, G, Thomas, of
Power House, on the 20th : Shift |
C. A, Bell, of Newport Power Hous
S0th : DPorter W, R. Luke, of Ra
and Clerk L. G. David, of Secretar;
on the 3ist.

The V.R. News Letter is fssued mom
the Victorian Railways Commissioner
ratlwaymanin the service. Personal p=
and other brief succinct contributions
addressed to the Editor, Betterment awm
licity Board, Head Office.

Wholly set up and printed in A=
the Victorian Railways anm,,
Laurens-street, North Melbourne.
Publishers—The Victorian Railwas
missioners.




‘gonydy ©3 UOISINOXd
pus-}oam d[IGN[ ;s UM Yl U0 [§
pue InoJ, SewlsSIYD 3se[ Y1 U0 g,
Fuipnjout ‘utery, LeploY Y3 Uo pa[Pa
-e13 oaey sie3uassed [gg 18] OF

“ieq [eUOnEN olepng I
0] Jnoj 2Yyj Jojy Jaqunu PpJI0d23 23
ur 3upeurwnd a3euoxjed Ul 25eAID
-u1 2arssaa3oad ' uw22q SBY 2491}
TAYJ 2UlIs Jnq ‘payooq 242m s128uas
-sed ¢¢ JInoj 3sa1y Y3 uQ pRIdONp
-u0d UAdG MOU dABY Sinol Y3y

IUSWIUIRIIDIUD |RIDOS
pue 3ulaasiysis 10J0U ‘UOIEPOUODdIE
‘[oABI) [FEl  PAIIA0D  dlej  YI—SISBY
JAISNOUI-[[E QU3 U0 JOLISIP UIIISED
-ylrou 9yl o1 pouueld sem Inoy Y

ee-ce6l Jo polred aeax MON--sew
-1s1aq7) 9yl Suninp uter ], Aepl[o Y3
PaINpoIIUl SIFUOISSIWILIO.) Y3 ‘U0T)Bd0]
1eg[nonted auo e Fululewal Jo pearsul
spor1ad Aepijoy pastuBooai 3 $1108d1 JO
$a110s B Junisia 10J son[oe) Fuipioye
oy jo w0y juardgip e Juniofdxd
jo sonipiqissod oyl Aq passardwy

*SIno3
2521} JO UOIJoNpOoJIUl Y} PIpupye
sey yYorym ssaoons  [eudwoudyd

3y} Jo ddueISUl I3YINJ B SI ¢ 03 |
aun( ‘pud-jyaam Aepyliig s3ury uo
jyied [evopeN ofeyng A 03
ano] urely] Aepioy 2y JOJ‘L
saeduassed gz yo 3uiyooq HH

s3uiyjooq pIodRg
s urexr] AepijoH

‘UBWIAIT] PUB JIALIP
243 Jo AuIqIsia ay3 3urseaaoul snyl ‘JJo
INYs weals ayl yiim Juruund Sf AOW
-050] 2y} uaym Afae[nonsed ‘ajows 2y}
Jo 2sodsip A[2A1102JJ3 §J03102[J2p 24,

*SaAJJOWO000] | dHed ,, 2234y}

2430 2Yyj WO paI[eisul aq [[Im sIumy
FRJIUITS ‘g0E S ,, IO S2PIS 213 TO 240q¢
p2an3o1d ‘siyo1da[jap 2ows 24l joO

$)S23 37} JO S$200NS Y3 DNIA(\O'I’IOII

+a]qesr3drad 124242YMm PIdNpoIIUL
2q ued sfunwil 2ap0eRJIIe dJ0UW
w242 jey) os anod1a SurdSepun Yim
20URWOD [[IM S[NPAYDIS uredy 3ula
-oadwy Jagiany (s yo Aorod ayy
PUE ‘20UIS PAIYO. U22q Sey YINJA

'suonBIQa)) Aleusiual) Y3 Jo syjuow
9313 1SI1Y 9yl Sunnp pajpuey 3q 0l
pey yorym oyjest [lel paiuapadardun
ayr 10) suoneiedard oyl yitm Judp
-10Ul0d $901A198 uteny paaordwr ayy jo
uontod jo uondonponiur pue guruugld
9yl sem 2Injedy JuIpuelsino uy

suten
oyl Suwpop 1oy 129ms-120uadg e
uolBpOWIO2E wWiojie[d Iyl JOo IUAXS
ayl pue uolelado ul sem  FU{IOMm
ourl o[durs  srdym  siutod  Bulssord
JUQIUSAUOD  JO uOoneXy Yyl ‘sureny
ueqingns pue £13Unod yioq Aq pasn are
S)OBI] QY] 213Ym BAIIE UeQINQNS Asnq
Y3 ySnoiy) sulenl A1unod syl Jo
Buryrom 2yl ‘sad1aras aull youeiq Auew
39Ul UO S$OINPIYdss mau Yl JO Suoloe
-31 29Ul U93Qq dABY SIYO sI[qeIdown
Sunuoajuoos swa[qoid ay3 JFuowy
*$32.10J)
joeJ3 pue jjejs 3Juperado ayy jo
uones2do-0d pajseay|oym ayj os[e
INQ ‘S3PqeiWI urety jo 3@¥pajmouy
pasijerdads 2yl Ajuo jou 3uprinbax
‘xa[dluo:) jsouwr  w22q sey soInp
-27qos 2y3 8uruueld jJO jIom 2yl

N0 AA 23BI1I3U|

"pauassa] Usdq sey ‘uonelado 1uAdYYD

01 pasoddo s1 yoym ‘siepurjdo 2y
ur ounssaxd oeq Syl pur ‘paulene
u2aq sey Jomod 1918213 ‘1[NSaI B SY

paseaIdul Uldq Os[e SBY SAdUWIYD
ay1 jo 1djoweip oy, -deo adid 3seq
Y3 JO 3zts 9yl ut ssearnul ye pue adid
yse[q oyl jo Y3y 9yl ur uononpal
v ‘xogayows jo adfy Bulued[o-jas E
JO uondNpoIIUl 3yl astidwiod $aan oW
-020] 1cduassed oyl 1O pua U0l AL

JO uonesyrpowr Yyl ‘poasuelL
-0NUL UDJq daBY YdIYm Suon
12(noe103ds A3 Ul 10308} UGS
9ABY S3AIOWIOD0| 0} SUOIEIA
srooulfus [Ryusunliedsp 10j

B Ud3q ©ABY — SBISIIAO

aatssaadord 3sowr 9yl uO N
Yilm dul Ul yonwr A19A—Iius
pue yoIedsal 2AIOWOd0] Iu

os pue sjodap ‘sdoysyjiom ‘sa
‘Buyjreusdrs ‘syoesy ‘saam
-o] 3ursoxdur Apaarssasdoad ;
2pEBI2pP B UBY] 2I0W 3[JII| B JU2m
-2 2y3 Aq poaleniur 4Aotjod
-8uo] 2y3 4Aq 2jqIssod apew
2AaBY SIUWIIA0IdWIT J58A 3531

*S0207 JO 9

sfepanieg uo urd QriL T
g sAep INoj uo ®BANPJIAl O3
oY) st 3s9le] 9yl pue ‘ssaadxa
‘wrd $ 9y} st uooulalje Y3 ul
ule1} jsiy Syl ‘wWeysioy o031 um
0g'c Ppeonponur-Aj3usdal Y1
-dooxa oy yirpy  “sdepuofy
076 38 Soaea] ‘ssoidxa OJIpusy
‘ulel) JUO—Ure GF'), MOU s
-[PJAl Woly urel) A1unod 1
ue jJo swn ainyredop 1sa1jiea

ay3 jo uonizod Jtolew syl 10:
-y3noay3 ssaidxa Suruuni 3w
[euonIppe AuBW JO UONONpC:
AQ paulelie s}nsad syl pur
-[9]Al W01y sawiry danjredap 1us
JI0W 9yl e SINPIYIS I3
yarm aouertodwr ur Ajjenbas Furs

*Aouanofl suinoqa\—eiedus
U0 $JNUIWL 1] SINOY ¢ JO Win
{Itx ‘Owin SUl][oABI) Ul PR Lias
sBuraes ‘ajqeonoeld 1saaroym p
fMIIAII JapUN WD IaBY ‘()
ueyl a1ow Julraquunu ‘sa[qeis

ININNV'Id HONVH-ONOT NO J3:

‘sApp auyu Jo ‘sinoy 9|7 3G 03 pIou
‘Ajipp uni jou op DY1 SUIDIY 10 BDUDM
Surybw 1ayp ‘suny Juijaaniy ysnoiyy ul Suiaps Apeam ayj

AISAIIDAIISUOD  §!

LNIWIATIHOV SAHVIA INO

*S901A49s ules) JoBuasses
suoljeaa|e3oe Sul1i)s S|BIAI ‘pEg| ‘|14dy ul pasusw
-W 0D S331A43S Uled] A4IUNOD JO |NBYJIAO IpIm-d3els§ |
U3l 2OUlS PIAdIYdE JB) OS SI|NSA4 BY3l JOo AAT|AIY

SUOIIBJID[IDY UlRd | J2BUSSS

LS "ON 2mss|

IO SMIN Y A 9U

se61 @




V.Q. NEWS LETTER.

5

, The Month’s Topic ]

“Only the Forerunner..”

T is opportune to emphasise
that, although numerous out-
standing improvements have

been made to country train
services during the past 12
months, the work accomplished
is only the forerunner to further
substantial achievements in this
direction.

Transportation is the life-
blood of the raillway system,
and fully recognising this fun-
damental, the Commissioners
have, in recent years, availed
themselves of every practicable
opportunity of improving train
schedules, culminating 1in the
intensive survey commenced in
April, 1934.

Behind all these improve-
ments, lies a story of constant
visionary planning initiated some
years ago. It was realised that
the policy of higher speeds of
trains was impossible of attain-
ment without a widespread re-
habilitation of equipment and
tracks.

Every aspect of transpor-
tation—locomotives, tracks, sig-
nalling, workshops, etc.—needed
strengthening and improving to

withstand the heavy demands
that would be placed upon
them.

Results from this planning
are now strikingly demonstrated
in the enhanced value of the
train services introduced. Else-
where in this issue of the *“ News
Letter 7 an endeavour has Leen
made to record some of the
performances.  Further altera-
tions providing faster times and
more convenient train running
will also be directly traceable
to this policy.

Amazing transformations
have taken place in country
train timetables during the past
year, and the success whicly has
been attained in planning and
carrying into effect all these
revolutionary changes is at once
a tribute to every railwayman
associated with the work.

Mallee Drift Sand Problei

Service

“ LETTERS continue to come in from
Sub-branches of the League
throughout Victoria praising the ar-
rangements made for the conveyance of
returned soldiers and their relatives to
Melbourne for the Anzac Day March.
““It would be impracticable to send to
you each resolution as it is received, and
I ask you to accept this letter as suffi-
cient indication of the receipt at this
office of such letters of appreciation,
and as an assurance that not in one
instance has there been an unfavorable
comment upon the arrangements made,
w_hich must surely be gratifying in the
circumstances.”
—Mr. C. W. Joyce, Secretary, Victorian
Branch of the Returned Soldiers’ and
Sailors’ League of Australia, writing to
the Secretary for Railways.

* ok %

In addition to the above communication,
appreciative letters have been received by
the Commissioners from Sub-branches of
the League at Ballarat, Kyabram, Merbein,
Terang, and Yallourn,

These tributes have been very gratifying
to the Commissioners who, fully apprehend-
ing the magnitude of the task, are highly
appreciative of the success with which it
was carried out by the whole of the staff
concerned.

INTRODUCING—

R. J. S. O'HAIRE, whose 12 months

as Senior Train Despatcher, Flin-
ders-street, have been the most eventful
Since appoint-

in his 30 years’ service.
ment in charge of the
Eastern and South -
Eastern Control, he has
taken a leading part in
the handling of the un-
precedented traffic for
the Centenary Cele-
brations, including the
tramway strike, and in
the creation of emer-
gency passenger and |
goods train services &
following the wide- i
spread dislocation of
traffic in Gippsland
during the floods in
December, 1934, and |
April last.

Mr. O’Haire's work
in wauickly arranging,
with his staff and rail-
waymen scattered
throughout Gippsland,
transport during and after the floods
has won the highest praise.

Among the many important pesitions
he has occupied are R.S.M., Relieving
Traffic Inspector and Train Running
Officer in the suburban area, Traffic
Taspector and Train Running Officer at
Ballarat. and Acting Assistant District
Superintendent at Maryborough.

For a number of years he compiled
and corrected the examination papers
for the ‘‘Harold W. Clapp” Prize in
Station Accountancy. He also had
charge of one of the first classes formed
to train junior clerks and porters enter-
ing the service.

Mr. O’Haire was for four years a
member of the Council of the Victorian
Railways Iastitute, and also a member
of Ballarat Rotary.

SUCCESS OF NE
EXPERIMENTS

IGHLY interesting
H periments, des

to overcome
trouble and expense cr
by drift sand on railway
in the Mallee District
now being conducted by
Department.

So far, the results ac
have been very encouragirg

officials are hopeful that eve-
the disabilities arising fros
concentration of sand on

tracks will be greatly minir

To prevent the drift sar
covering the rails In cutt
experimental open-bottom wir
fence, nine feet high and
slightly away from the track, *
erected nine feet from the
rail in a cutting on the westw
of the line near Nandaly. on
Lake-Kulwin line.

Wind Action Described

The slopes of the cutting h
flattened and timber sheetir:
on the wind chute fence for
of five feet from the top, !
space of four feet at the bott

Striking the top of the fenc
wind is deflected downwards
blowing through the opening «
accelerated speed, carries the
well clear of the track.

The cutting averages tw
the south end, deepening to
towards the north end, and «
erection of the fence the
been blown away for a dept
foot below the original bottos
cutting, or five feet from the u
of the timber sheeting.

Importance of Tests

To meet varying local ¢
further experiments are to
with the depth of the timber
and the extent of the openir;

Contrary to the general L.
sand drift trouble on the
railways is confined to a n:
cuttings, mostly on the sar
where the west side of the
been cleared of vegetation.

As the solution of the drif

problem will remove a frey

and costly cause of delay to

the results of the experimeszs
be watched with great interes
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V.R. NEWS LETTER

Joen

&

Personal Postscript

&

Trans. Staff Officer Retires
POSSESSING the unique record

of 37 years continuous service in

all divisions of the Transportation
Staff Office, Mr. R. McClelland, Staff
Officer, retires early this month after
48 wvyears in the Department. His 15
years as Staff Officer were characterised
by a profound sense of duty to the
Department and a painstaking care to
ensure that justice was accorded every
member of ‘' my big family,” as he
prefers to describe the 6,000 members
of the Transportation Branch. Basi-
cally, his conspicuous success can be
attributed to an intense enthusiasm for a
position generally regarded as one of
the most exacting in the service. In
addition 1o his duties as Staff Officer,
My. McClelland was Chairman, Sta-
tions Classification Committee, and
Branch Representative on the Clerical
Classification, Housing and Ambulance
Committees.  Although bowls will now

claim much of his leisure, he intends
making another tour overseas mext
vear. His colleagues are planning an

appropriately enthustastic farewell this
month at the Victorian Railwavs In-
stitute, Melbourne. A brother, Mr.
Lindsax  McClelland, is Manager of
The Chalet at Mt. Buffalo National
Park. —H.D.B.

Efficiency Appreciated

ASSISTANT Stationmaster Tom Kely-

nack’s promotion and transfer last
month from Harcourt to Huon as
Stationmaster led the Chairman of
Directors, Harcourt Fruitgrowers’' As-
sociation Ltd., to place on record in a
letter to the Commissioners the organi-
sation’s high appreciation of the services
which Tom had performed. This tri-
bute included the hope that ‘ he will gain
further promotion and ultimately return
as Stationmaster at Harcourt where he
will be cordially welcomed.” Tom was
transferred to Harcourt in 1924, and
since then he has been an invaluable
lieutenant to successive Stationmasters,
particularly during the busy export
fruit season. Huge quantities of fruit
are railed from Harcourt each season,

and Head Office officials, controlling
the supplies of trucks and the movements
of this traffic, praise the consistent
efficiency of the arrangements at Har-
court, —V.

Test Cricketer
BY his selection as a member of

the Australian Test cricket team to

visit South Africa towards the end
of this year, Leo O’Brien becomes one
of two Victorian Railwaymen whose
cricketing prowess has gained for ihem
the distinction of representing Australia
overseas. The other railwayman was
Fimmy Matthews, who made history
by twice securing the ‘‘ hat-trick” in
a Test match against the South Africans
in Irngland in 1912, Leo has been one
of the Siate’s leading cricketers for a
number of years, and has successfully
filled the difficult role of opening bats-
man. He played for Australia against
the Englishmen at Melbourne in 1932,
and performed meritoriously against the
battery of fast bowlers. One of the
highlights of that series was Leo’s
wonderful running catch in the outfield
at  Adelaide which sensationally dis-
missed one of England’s most prominent
batsmen. Leo is well-known in subur-
ban ratlway circles, where he has been
on duty as a clerk at many stations.
At present he is on loan to the Taxation
Department. —D.J.

June Birthdays

STOREMAN W. E. Edwards, of Newport
Loco. Storehouse on the first; Ldg.
Shunter H. J. Manison, of Melb. Yard on the
second ; Driver A. G. Ogle, of Lilydale, and
Ganger T. W. B. Sykes, of Beaufort, on the
third ; Signal Adjuster J. Kenny, of Colac,
on the fourth ; Clerk P. J. Maynard, of Room
9, Fireman W. O’Connor, of Nth. Meib.,
and Repairer L. J. Martyn, of Kangaroo
Flat, on the fifth; Fitter and Turner W.
Tobin, of Nth. Melb., on the sixth; Porter
1°. J. Baird of Yarrawonga, Repairer D. E.
Taylor of Manangatang and Works Foreman
H. K. Green, of Wangaratta, on the seventh ;
Guard J. S. G. Dick, of Flinders-street and
Actg. Boilermaker A. E. Mayne, of Ballarat
North on the eighth ; Signalman M. J. Han-
nagan, of Hamilton, on the ninth; Ganger
N. M. Johnson, of Spencer-street on the
10th;  ‘licket Checker G. R. MacQuillin,

QUALIFIED OPTICIANS

Are alwaysi n attendance in our Testing Rooms.
Special Concession Allowed to Railwaymen and Their Families

COLES & GARRARD [

Phone Cent. 10595 for an appointment.

370-2 Bourke-st., Melb. Ci

SIGHT TESTING OPTICIANS

New Position for
Mr. F. W.

IN appointing the Acting C»
gineer for Railway Constr
F. W. Box, M.C.E.), as Chief E
the Grain Elevators Board has
the services of a recognised ow
supervise the erection of =
silos in Victoria.

Mr. Box has made a
and exhaustive study of bulk
methods, and he confesses 1=
only the prospect of at last
associated with the carrying
approved scheme that mmpe
to accept appointment tos
end of a long and busy caree

From the time when ir
accompanied the late Mr. Joh
son, Railway Commissiones
inspection of the bulk han
thods in Europe and U.-
Box has been in the forefr
many extensive enquiries pr
the establishment of the =
this State.

He prepared plans and detn:
mates for a scheme in 1912, %
and 1933. In 1916 he was a =«
the Royal Commission that ac
Commonwealth Governmen:
storage of wheat, and later rem
the South Australian Govers
the question of terminal facilite
bulk handling of wheat in thas

Mr. Box was one of the
gineering students appoin:e
Department in 1888, Ba
Civil Engineering in 1893, &
the degree of M.C.E. in 1»

In 1923, he became
Chief Engineer for Rail
struction, and nine years law
appointed Acting Chief of «
in succession to Mr. C. H.

(June Birthdays—continued)

of Flinders-street, on the 11th :
Lyon of Room 9, and Watchma-
of Spotswood Storehouse, on
Signalman J. L. Barber, of Nth. %
and Carpenter C. A. Mactaggart
bool, on the 14th; Foremau E.
Ballarat, and Draftsman K. F.
W. & W. Head Office, on the I
G. F. Matcham, of Nth. Melb
Guard J. J. De Forest, of F
and Engineering Asst. K. W
Head Office, on the 19th; A
F. W. Harvey, of Head Office «
maker J. P. Rush, of Spotswooc
on the 20th ; Stationmaster j. ¥
of Moriac, on the ZIst; Lir
Richards, of Spencer-street or
Stationmaster T. Harding, of
and Driller W. J. H. Cocke.
on the 23rd ; Elec. Train Driver
gan of Jolimont and Repairer
of Bentleigh, on the 24th; Mac
T. Newton, of Newport, on th
Machinist C. F. H. Hill, of Ne
26th ; Relvg. Stationmaster H
on the 28th and Repairer W,
Footscray, on the 3Uth.

The V.R. ' News Letter’ is issu
the Victorian Railways Commis
railwayman in the service. Persom.
and other brief succinct contribu
addressed to the Editor, Betterm
licity Board, Head Office.

Wholly set up and printed
the Victorian Railways Pris
l.aurens-street, North Melbou
Publishers—The Victorian R:
missioners.

[
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‘ The Month’s Topic

An Expression

of Service
LSEWHERE in this issue

an attempt has been made
to outline some of the
directions in which the “§7”
class locomotives have made
possible such substantial re-
ductions in travelling time on
the Sydney Limited expresses.
Linked with the pleasure at
the prospect of Australia’s two
leading cities being brought
closer together in point of time,
is the pride raillwaymen must
feel in the knowledge that these
locomotives are products of the
service to which they belong.

A monument to the skill of
the designers and builders, the
first “S”  class locomotive
made history when it emerged
from the Newport Workshops
for a series of intensive trials.

It was then the largest and
most powerful locomotive in the
Southern Hemisphere, and its
[nauguration into active running
was a milestone in the Depart-
ment’s progress.

* * *

Increasing train loads, faster
schedules, double-heading on
the more important passenger
trains on the north-eastern
route made it imperative to
place in service a larger and
more powerful type of loco-
motive capable of greater and
more economical service.

That the “S” class loco-
motives have since amply de-
monstrated their capacity to
achieve these obiectives was evi-
dent when the Limited expresses
in 1929 were accelerated, the
authorised load for a single
locomotive was increased, and
longer non-stop runs introduced.

Dedicated to the service of
the people, the “ S class
locomotives are destined to play
an even greater part in the
Department’s unremitting en-
deavors to make rail travel more
attractive.

INTRODUCING—

R. R. ST. CLAIR

STEUART, M.D.,
F.R.C.S.E., F.R.A.C.
S., who was appoin-
ted last month Rail-
ways Medical Offi-
cer. Foreightvearsa
general practitioner
in St. Kilda and in
practice in Collins-
street at the time of
his appointment, Dr.
Steuart possesses a
specialised know-
ledge of surgery
which will be an im-
portant advanrage in
his new post. He was a surgeon to In-
patients at the Alfred Hospital for many
years. He was also examiner in clinical
surgery at the Melbourne University
and a member of the Assessment Appeal
Board of the Repatriation Department.
Dr. Steuart, who had four years’ active
service with the A.LLF., was a house
surgeon for four years in London and
Edinburgh. He was also surgeon at the
Caulfield Military  Hospital. The
‘“ News Letter 7 takes pleasure in intro-
ducing Dr. Steuart whose distinguished
career foreshadows an eminently suc-
cessful term of office as Railways
Medical Officer.

Service

‘¥ CANNOT let the occasion of my

first trip through from Mildura

on the altered timetable go without com-

plimenting you on the excellent arrange-
ments carried out by vour staff.

“ Conductor Buckpitt bestowed his best
attentions to the sleepers with offer of
hot water bags, boots polished and
breakfast brought into the sleeper pro-
vided in a most excellent manner by
the Manager of the Ballarat Refresh-
ment Rooms.

1 much appreciate the services be-
stowed.”

—Mr. A. Loftus of 32 New Street,
Hampton, writing to the Chairman of
Commissioners.

V.R. Dining C:
Popular

N view of the announcement
I commencing July 1, a din:s

service will be reintroduce
the expresses between Melbs
and Adelaide, significance atis
to the results achieved on the
torian dining car of the S
Limited expresses.

Described by Mr. C. J. R«
Manager of the Dining Car
as an indication that railway t
are rapidly acquiring a ©
dining car conscience,” fgure
cerning the activities of the dir
on the Limited expresses re -
encouraging and progressive
in patronage during the pz
years.

Between July 1, 1931, and
1933, the number of meals (dir
breakfast) served in the dir
totalled 183,638, and the reve
ceived was £44,177.  The lat
includes a comparatively sm:
derived from the sale of light =
ments In the car.

The foilowing figures
the growth of the service dus
respective financial years :—

Year Meals

1931-32 43,950
1932-33 45,122
1933-34 45,934

To June 1, 1935 48,632

From present indications,
pected that the number of mea
in the dining car for the finan
1934-35 will be in the region «
and that the revenue will slight!
£12,000.

DEPICTING one of the first locomotives—buiit by Robert Stephenson in =
to run in Victoria, a carriage originally used by the Hobsons Bay Railway C
and an early station building, the Department’'s float was a prominent featur
procession of decorated floats through Melbourne streets on June 8.
marked the conclusion of the Centenary Celebrations commenced last year
Eight members of the service—four of the female staff from the Speac
dining rooms and four men from the Head Office—wearing clothes approp»

the period rode on the float.

A representation of the present Sydney Limited express on the botpom 3
the float provided a vivid contrast with the locomotive of the early days in Vi

TeTTVITHsasa Ty Lane Ty 1 pE

Fierreiorisegiaents

The p-
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Personal Postscript

V.R. NEWS LETTER
P
I oale
S

Goods Expert

HEN William Newton Wortley,
l/ l/ the Department’s  efficient
Goods  Agent, retired last
month he set out on the impossible
task of saying  farewell to all his
friends both inside and outside the
service. Reluctantly he gave it up,
because in 49 years’ service, the major
portion being in close contact with
clients on the goods traffic section, he
became one of the best known officers
in the Department. Outstanding
among Mr. Wortley’s achievements was
the organisation and introduction of the
““ Nominated Loading Days’ system.
Of incalculable value to railway patrons
and the Department, the system is the
very basis of the efficient movement
of the millions of tons of goods trans-
ported by rail each year. — Practically
the whole of Mr. Wortley’s service was
connected with goods iraffic, and it was
no surprise when he was eventually
transferred to the Melbourne Goods
Sheds. He was at the Goods Sheds for
27 years, finally rising to the position
of Chief Clerk.  Actually, he started
his career as a school teacher at Clifton
Hill, but the fascination of railroading
led him to foresake that job.—N.L.

Popular Bendigonian

PROOF of the popularity of Carpenter
Alex. McCallum was the gathering
of one of the largest number of rail-
waymen in recent years at the North
Bendigo workshops to farewell him on
his retirement from the service.
Another feature of the occasion was
the presence of the recently-constituted
workshops Mouth Qrgan Band which
played approoriate numbers. Alex.
was obviously embarrassed by the
enthusiastic references to himself by the
many speakers representing all sections
of the Workshops, including Mr. G.
Curtis, Manager of the Workshops.
The keynote of all the speeches was the
splendid companionship of the veteran.
His colleagues’ farewell gift was a hand-
some six-valve wireless set. Alex. was
equally well known and just as popular
at Korong Vale where he was located
for 11 years.—S.

New D.R.S.S. '

WITH a background of 28 years of
practical experience in the Rolling

Stock Branch, Mr. ¥. P. Archer,
Westinghouse Brake Irspector, was
recently appointed Acting District

Rolling Stock Superintendent at Gee-
long. Beginning as an cngine cleaner
at Bendigo, he succeszively (and suc-
cessfully) occupied tie rpositions of
fireman, driver, enginemen's instructor
and night depot foreman until appoint-
ment as Westinghouse Brake Inspector
in 1928. In that responsible post Mr.
Archer has gone wherever a train has
penetrated, and now there are few
better known railwaymen in the State.
In the present State-wide overhaul of
train services, introducing considerably
faster schedules, the roadworthiness of
locomotives becomes even more im-
portant. Accelerated a little more than
12 months ago. the south-western dis-~
trict passenger train schedules are
about to be operated under faster
timetables and there will be no lack
of efficiency and enthusiasm on Mr.
Archer’s part to ensure that the loco-
motives are maintained in a condition
that will assure the attainment of the
new schedules. —G.W.

Ask Mr. Jones
ELECTION of Ted Jones, of the

Government Tourist Bureau, to

control the recently-opened Tourist
Burean at Mildura, ensures that visitors
will be completely au fait with the ai-
tractions of this ideal winter holiday
resort. Any questions regarding Vic-
toria’s beauty spots will never find him
nonplussed.  Possessing all the attri-
butes of a successful escorting olfficer,
Ted has piloted satisfied holiday-
makers on the Bureaw’s popular con-
ducted tours to all the State's leading
tourist resorts. In addrition, he has
visited and inspected the thonsands of
hotels and guest houses featured in the
Bureau's accommodation guide, ' Where
To Go.” His wide knowledge of tourist
house essentials made him an invaluable
member of the Accommodation Bureau
established during the Centenary Cele-
brations.  Ted’s 15 years at the G.T.B.
were preceded by extensive practical
railroading at many statiosns.
returned soldier, he saw active service

YOU CAN HAVE PERFECT VISION...!

if you have your eyes tested regularly by our Qualified Opticians
Special Concession Allowed to Railwaymen and Their Families
'Phone Cent. 10595 for an appointment

Pty.
Ltd.

COLES & GARRARD

370-2 Bourke-st., Melb. CIi

SIGHT TESTING OPTICIANS

with the Air Force, and was
associated with one of Australia
Sfamous  airmen—the late Sir

Smith—C.K.S.
July Birthdays

TATIONMASTER P. C. Hollow

Burrumbeet and Clerk T. Arch:
Accts. Bch H.O., on the first; Reps
Smith, of Richmond, Guard G. W. ?
of Flinders-street and Clerk R. G
of G. P. & F. A's. Bch on the secon:
pairer J. 7 Sewell, of Moorooduc
third ; Flax Rope Slicer E. J. I
Newport, on the fourth; Yard Ge-
W, Ryan, of Spencer-street and
S. R. Sinnett, of Spotswood Works
the fifth; espatchman A. F. (
Accts, Beh, H.O., on the sixth;
R. S. T. Sandland, of Flinders-st
Guard F. Carroll, of Ringwood,
eighth ;  Repairer H. J. Schums=
Bendigo, Signal Forter W. Green, of
A Clerk L. J. Miller, of Ac
H.O., and Clerk R. M. O’Brien «
Bch. on the ninth ; Guard 1. C. Mc
of Melb. Yard, Running Gear Rep
W. Hook, of Nth. Melb. and Asst.
C. Blackwell, of Elec. Engineering
the 1Wth; Ldg. Driller W, J. Hc
Newport,on the 11th ; Guard B. Che
Melb. Yard, on the 12th; Ldg. |
E. J. Newson, of Flinders-st. and =
J. Geddis, of State Coal Mine, on :
Actg. Clerk B. J. Farrelly, of
Power House, on the 14th; Firemz
Newcombe, of Dimboola, on the 15t
gine Cleaner C. Day, of Ararat, on t
Skilled Laborer A. T. New, of Nth
Ganger D. G. Thomson, of Hasx
and Clerk J. W. Herron, of Accts
Flinders-street, on the 17th; Fittes
G. Anderson, of Nth. Melb. and (.
E. Skidmore, of Flinders-street, on t&
Clerk C. S. Arliss, of G. P. & F. .
on the 19th; S
cf Boolarra and Elec. Train Driver
kins, of Kssendon, on the 20th
Joiners Labr. J. McDonald, of Ntt
Shunter C. T. Carr, of Melb. Yard
maker [. E. Day, of Newport, and
Board Chairman V, F. Letcher, ont:
Works Sul-foreman W, A, Walters
leigh, Asst. Stationmaster S. H
Johmont, and Storeman H. F. Bell
wood, on the 24th; Stationmaster
Hosking, of Garfield and Engine
A.]. Lane, of Nyora, on the 27th; &
R. H. McCredden, of Nth. Geelorg
29th and Asst. Engineer J. I. Kel
R. 8. Head Office cn the 31st.

Last Mile Post

HERE was widespread re:
Tthe recent death of Mr
Nolan, Block and Sign
spector. Aged 64, he was a ve
known and highly respected «
All but nine of his 45 years
in the Department were cor
with signalling.  Appointed =
man in 1899, Mr Nolan later
the relieving staff. In that :
he efficiently operated the e
every signal box in the s
arca outside the Metropolitan s
Promoted to Block and Si:
spector in 1922, Mr. Nol
successively located in the Bend
Seymour districts.
The V.R. “ News Letter” is issued ymon
the Victorian Ruilweays Commissioner
railicayman in the service. Personal p
and other byief succinct contributions
addressed to the Editor, Betterment =
licity Board, Head Office.

Wholly set up and printed in Au
the Victorian Railways Printing
Laurens-street, North Melbourne,
Publishers—The Victorian Railwas
missioners.

Stationmaster J. H. s
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THE MONTH'S TOPIC

New Era of
Railroading ...

N two radio talks from 3AR last
month, Mr. H. W. Clapp (Chair-
man of Commissioners) expressed

the conviction that railways will
continue to play a very large part in
the transportation and economic life
of this country.

‘“ Because we are fundamentally
primary producers,” he said, ‘‘ mass
transportation must remain practically
the monopoly of those great loco-
motives and those lines of trucks and
carriages which provide the economic
arteries of this great country.”

One cannot visualise Australia’s
annual production of wool and wheat
being carried other than by the rail-
way. No road service could perform
the annual Australian railway job of
hauling 27 million tons of commo-
dities, including huge numbers of
sheep and cattle.  Hundreds of mil-
lions of passengers must still be carried
by the railway.

“There is a vast field of develop-
ment ahead of the railways,” Mr.
Clapp said. “‘In fact we are only
now entering a new era of railroading.
Developments in railway transport,
especially in England, Europe and the

U.S.A., cannot but convince any
intelligent observer that the iron
horse 1s definitely in the race.”

Turning to the trends in modern
transport, Mr. Clapp declared that
railway systems are abandoning me-
thods that are rusty with tradition.
The railways are concentrating on
salesmanship, and are endeavouring
to render the highest possible standard
of service.

There was now the greatest colla-
boration between the scientist and
engineer to secure technical per-
fection and the greatest possible im-
provement. Remarkable changes will
take place in the next decade.

One of the world’s outstanding
authorities on locomotive design and
construction, Dr. Paul Wagner, the
Chief Mechanical Engineer of the
German State Railways, told Mr.
Clapp *‘ that the steam locomotive
was: only entering upon a greater
future. Its possibilities had not yet
been fully explored.”

Amazing performances had been
registered by high speed steam loco-
motives overseas. Another form of
railway transport—compression igni
tion (Diesel) engines have now been
successfully developed for high speed
passenger work.

In Victoria, the Department was
building a modern steel train con-
structed of corten steel, a new high-
strength alloy. Air-conditioned and
equipped with every modern con-
venience, this train will, it is expected,
be in service within 18 months on the
Melbourne-Sydney route.

S-Class Locomotives’ Achievement:
TIMEKEEPING; MILEAGES; BIGGER HORSEPO

of the ‘“‘wp” and ‘‘doun”
limited expresses between Mel-
bourne and Albury during the 12 months
ended Fune 30 are a striking tribute to
the high standard of timekeeping main-
tained by the S-class locomotives on
the 190-mile journey.
The following ts an analysis of the
timekeeping of the expresses during
the period mentioned :—

STA TISTICS covering the running

ON BASIS OF— “Up.” ‘““Down’
Strictly on time 83:019, 88:77%
Up to 5 mins. late . 92889, 93-70°,
Up to 10 mins. late ... 95°89%, 96°16Y.

In the above table are many in-
stances of the expresses losing time
en route, or of late starting from
Albury, through causes not in any
way associated with the locomotives.
On many of those occasions, the ex-
presses have made up time on the
journey and arrived to schedule, or
the margin of late-running has been
very materially reduced.

An outstanding example of con-
sistent timekeeping occurred when
the “up” and ‘“ down” expresses
reached their destinations strictly
on time on 36 and 38 consecutive
occasions respectively.

During the period from the intro-
duction of the first of the S-class
locomotives seven years ago till June
1 last, the four locomotives have run
an agg egate mileage of 1,289,364, or
an average of nearly 50,000 miles per
locomotive per year.

In running 79,455 miles during
1929-30, S-301 has the distinction of
covering the greatest mileage of any
Victorian Railways locomotive in a

year. S-300—the first of
to be placed in commission-
highest aggregate mileage of *
to its credit—335,640,

* ok %

STRIKING  increase

effective horsepower—ir

to approximately 2,000
lowed the modifications of :
end of S class locomor

Rolling Stock engineers a-
at the excellent improvemen:
by embodying the results
experiments, which were or
possible by the use of the I
meter car.

Before proceeding with !
fications, the drawbar horse
5302 ” (unaltered) was de
at various speeds on test
which the Dynamometer car
attached. At 30 miles an !
horsepower was 1,560, and t*
was not exceeded.

When “* S303" had been a'w
similar tests showed that
miles an hour the horsepowes
1,920 ; at 38 miles it was consis
developing 1,970 horsepower =
at times it rose above 2,000.
The trial run was ma:

Melbourne to Albury with
500 tons, which is in exces
normal  authorised  load
““ Limited 7 expresses. Tk
on this occasion confirme
previously obtained.

With a load of 300 tons :
motive can comfortably m
speed of 70 miles per hour
track.

INTRODUCING—

TO the relatively small number of

railwaymen who do not know him —

Martin Young, Ararat’s very popular
and efficient Lead-
ing Porter for the
past twelve years.
West of Ballarat,
where he was
equally successful
as a porter for
fourteen years, he
is perhaps the best
known railroader.
Up to a few years
ago, his flair for
handling  crowds
made him inval-
uable at numerous
country agricultural shows throughout
the Wimmera. Recently, for seven
weeks, travellers on the main Melbourne-
Adelaide line have missed this con-
spicuous personality. Martin was in
the local hospital, and it is a tribute to
his popularity that the hospital authori-
ties reported something like a record
number of admission fees on visiting
days !

Trains Held U

MAGPIE AGAIN

ONCE again the magpie’s fonds
nesting in the overhead equu
in the suburban electrified a-
caused a temporary disloca
traffic.

Laving a foundation of
in a bracket attached to a s:
between Glenroy and Broad:
on July 6, and attempting t
small piece of wire in the -
magpile dropped the wire on *
strain bracket.

The subsequent short circu
the side-strain insulator to !
and the steel arm swayed
contact wire in the path of «
trains,

The ‘‘flash” was seer
wife of Mr. T. Nelson, wh
priately enough is closely &
in Room 2 with the sched
suburban trains. Fully app-
the effects of the *‘ flash.
Nelson at once sent her s
distance to notify the Glenrc
staff. Her prompt action grea:
mised the delay to traffic.




