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Commuissioners
New Year
Message

The Commussioners have issued
the following special message to
the staff :

N taking their full share of the
I widespread sacrifices which
necessary curtailment of ex-
penditure has forced upon the
whole communrity, Victorian rail-
waymen have preserved their mor-
ale and maintained the excellence
of their service during the year
just closed in a manner highly
creditable both to themselves and
to the reputation of the huge
transport system in which they
are employed.
HE Comrnissioners desire to
express their keen personal

appreciation of this loyal
co-operation by the staff and, in
voicing the sincere hope that

1933 may bring brighter days for
everybody, they extend cordial
Christmas greetings and all good
wishes for the coming year to
every member of our railway
family.

How Suggestions Pay

SINCE the suggestions scheme

was re-introduced on the same
basis as in 1930, the number of
ideas submitted to the Betterment
and Publicity Board for considera-
tion has rapidly increased. More
suggestions are now being received

each. week than were previously
received in a month.

HE value to the Department of

incorporating in the suggestions

system some real incentive to
employees to submit their ideas is
strikingly illustrated by the fact that,
from the inception of the scheme in
April, 1921, until December, 1930,
when the payments of awards ceased,
the direct savings and benefits to the
Department arising from adopted sug-
gestions are conservatively estimated to
have been not less than £50,000 per
annum.

Conversely, the value of the scheme
to the staff 1s emphasised by the fact
that since the payment of awards for
adopted suggestions was re-introduced
recently, approximately £200 has al-
ready been paid as awards in amounts
ranging from 10/6d. to £54.

|
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Railway Scrapbook

Oddities and Strange Facts
from the World of Railways

Ocean Moves
Gippsland Station

Because of the serious erosion of
the sea-cliff on which it was built,
Kilcunda station platform became un-
safe, and in 1924 was transferred to
the opposite side of the line fronting
the goods siding, which was promoted
to main line working. Another move
was later made to a new platform
originally built to serve the Kilcunda
picnic grounds, about three-quarters
of a mile from the old Kilcunda station.

Trains standing in the old Kilcunda
yard on windy days have been showered
with spray from the ocean rollers.

Believe It
or Not—

In Chicago on a recent afternoon,
a south-bound elevated train struck
Charles Mead and tossed him over to
the north-bound tracks, where a north-
bound train lifted him back to the
south-bound tracks just in time to meet
a third train which tipped him off the
elevated structure to the ground.

His worst injury was a broken leg.

Loco. Wheels
Without Flanges

Not all the wheels of all Victorian
locomotives are flanged.

Narrow-gauge locomotives in Vie-
toria (except the Garratt’s) and the
e class locomotives operating
over the curved track to the Newport
power house have the intermediate
driving wheels flangeless.

This gives increased lateral move-
ment on curved rails and so facilitates
progress around sharp curves.

A Railway that
Disappeared

The Rumanian government dis-
covered an incredible theft a few years
ago.

During the war a railway was con-
structed from Cluj (Transylvania) to
Jacobeni (Rumania) at a cost of about
£200,000. The entire railroad—rails,
sleepers, spikes, even rolling stock and
signal system—disappeared.

Apparently it was dismantled piece-
meal and the parts sold separately
without exciting suspicion.

Victorian ratlwaymen are invited to submit

contril)uliog:s to this column, .relazing particularly
to Victorian railway working.

Contributions must be short, sharp and very
much to the point, and there must be no doubt
of their claims either to *oddity” or

““ strangeness.”’

—————— ——

1,800 Men on the Job

Some 1,800 men are now employed
on the reconditioning of suburban
and country lines, under the unemploy-
ment relief scheme.

Bright Pfospects In
Goods Business

REFLECTING the excellent conditis
experienced in country distr
throughout the year, railway loadings
primary produce are particularly sas
factory and the outlook for a continuas
of these improved loadings appear brig

EW season’s wheat is now mov
freely, heavy consignments be
trucked to the seaboard as v

as to suburban and country mill
For the first week in December, 4
fewer than 174,372 bags were loacs
at country stations, compared with
162,635 bags loaded for the corr
ponding period last year.

Similar improvement was showr
butter and cheese loading. Consis
ments railed to Melbourne dur
November, 1932, aggregated 8,077 t
compared with 7,469 tons for Noves
ber, 1931. Indications are that -
season’s increased production will ¢
tinue throughout the summer, incre:
loading of approximately 200 tons
week being expected. Incident
cheese factory managers are mak
greater use of refrigerator trucks

A busy season for louvre and re
gerator trucks is also anticipatec
prolific crops of fruit are certair
the various orcharding districts.

Reports of outwards loading =
the Melbourne goods sheds are equs
encouraging. The number of tru
loaded each day at the time of go
to press was approximately 50 n
than in 1931.

—

Heavy Holiday Trafh
“ The best Christmas holida
figures for two years’ was i
optimistic report of the Got
Tourist Bureaw manager as U
last sheaf of ‘* News Letter > cop
went to the printer last month.
EAVY tourist bookings had
recorded at all holiday resor
seaside, hills and the busk

The Chalet, Mt. Buffalo Nat
Park, was fully booked some w
before Christmas, and Lorne, Cow
Sorrento and Portsea were also
popular.

About 40 people booked for
de luxs tour of the Christmas Ho
Train through north-eastern Vict
and another 20 for the Bureau’s 11
mountain hike over the North-eas
highlands.

More Electric Headlig!

Early in the New Year, the ir
lation of electric headlights or
electric trains running on the Das
nong, Frankston, Ferntree Gully
Lilydale lines will be completed.

All told, 50 headlights wil
installed.

— e
January Cheap Excursio
The usual series of cheap e

sions between Melbourne and cou

stations will be conducted berw

January 23-28.
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Personal Postscript

Holidavs and Hard Work

HIS is Stationmaster J. C. Johnston’s
11th experience of supervising holiday
traffic to and from Melbourne. He was at
Flinders-street from 1922 until 1929, when he
transferred to Spencer-street, where he is
now senior s.m. He started as an opcrator in
the old 'Telegraph branch in 1836, transferring
to the Transportation branch as clerk two
vears later. He has been stationmaster since
1907 and, apart from a few vears of reheving,
had been stationed at Tongala, Sea Lake,
Maroona, Woomelang, Mildura and Korong
Vale before going to I'linders-strect in 1922,
~—C Weet.”

Saint Again

T. KILDA football
-7 elected Jack Lord,
Superintendent’s ufﬁgc secretary of the club
for the coming season. Some years ago he
plaved with this club as follower. He has
also thrown his weight about for Melbourne
and Footscray in the Leaguc and Williamstown
and Prahran in the Association. He has been
prominent in interstate railway cricket.  —D. W,

Bendigo Identity

FTER a decade in charge or the Bendigo

telegraph office, Mr. W. T. Roberts has
been appointed asst. supervising telegraphist
at Spencer-street. He had a wide and varied
range of interests in Bendigo, wielding the
secretarial pen for the central school and for the
school committees’ association. He was also
a pust president of the Bendigo section of the
AR.U. and a councillor of the V.R. Institute
for nine years (he was president of the local

club members have

h clerk in the General

branch this vear). Dist. Supt. Tredinnick
presented him with a set of pipes on behalf
of the staff. —] W.R.CL

Fanuary Birthdavs

ELEGRAPHIST J. E. Hosking of Seyv-

mour, on the second ; Walter Bunker ot
the State Relief Committee and Water Supply
Engineer H. Willett, on the third ; W. and W.
Engineer Geo. Luttrell, on the fourth; Chief
Clerk Chas. Dunstan ot Ballarat Goods, on
the sixth ; Asst. Chief Electrical Engineer C.
G. McDonald, on the seventh ; J. Fetherston-
haugh, Secretary to Commissioner Shannon,
Driver C. E. Murtett of Jolimont and Repairer
J. E. Williams of Roscdale, on rthe eighth
Commercial  Agent W, Middleton, Lands
Officer A. H. Rogerson of the Estate Office
and Signalman T. Barton of Flinders-street,
on the ninth; Supervisor of Road 'I'ransport
Cecil Walker, Shunter A. E. Coles of Warragul
and Driver }. T. Haves of Murchison East on
the 12th ; Fireman ]. O’Farrell of Numurkah,
on the 14th; Ldg. Shunter ]J. Palmer of
Hamilton, Workshops Manager W. J. 'I'hornton
of the Car and Wagon Shops and Stationmaster
E. W. Procter of Flinders-street, on the 15th;
Fireman J. E. Flovd of Warrnambool, on the
16th;  District Engineer Tom Coakley of

Bendigo, on the 17th; VYard Foreman A. H.
Sleeth of Melbourne Yard and Optg. Porter
N. V. Tooher of Wahgunvah, on the 13th;
Goods Foreman W. Ellis of Bendigo and Fire-
man A. E. Bridson of North Melbourne Loco.,
on the 19th: ‘I'rain Examiner E. MecIntosh
of Traralgon, on the 20th; Bonding Super-

visor W, W Tunn of Flinders-street, on the
2{st; R.SAL AL Giles, on the 22nd ; Signals
Engineer E. F. NMeclver, Fireman J. Pollock
of Bendigo, Asst. Stationmaster J. A. Crack
of Rezervoir and Signalman E. W. Smith of
Burnley, on the 23rd ; Electrical Supt. Alec

MecLean and Cleaner . 'I'. Taylor of Dimboola,
on the 25th; T.ance Bromilow of the Better-
ment Board and 1icket Maker George Oakley,
on the 2%th: ldg. Shunter C. O'Halloran
of Melbourne Yard, Fireman R. Sampson of
Bendigo, Enginemen's Insiructor W. H. Hillis
of Geelong and Clerk W, J. B. Goad of Spencer-
street, on the 29th ; and Driver W. Busbridge
of (;Ldon;z, on the 31st. —AL.

Public Presentation

N the eve of his retirement last month,

Stationmaster R. H. Southorn of Glen-
huntly was invited to attend a gatbering of
representative local people and asked to accept
a substantial wallet of notes for himself and a
crystal reading lamp for Mrs. Southorn.
During his 42 vears as a railwayman, he bas

served ds messenger, number taker, porter,
operating porter, guard and \muonmastcr his
first station being Beech TForest in 1911,

Next move was to the suburban area where
he served at Macleod, Blackburn, Kew and
Mont Albert as well as on the relieving staff,
Morwell was his home from 1920 until the end
of 1022 when he transferred to Glenhuntly,
He was exceptionally popular wherever he
went.—N[.

Goods Sheds

F EW railwavymen have a more comprehensive
knowledge of goods traffic than John
Baileyv Claringbold, who is just retiring from

the Mclbourne Goods Sheds where he has

been senior clerk for five vears. Flis railway
life extends over 43 vears, of which the past

24 have been spent at the Goods.  He answered

millions of questions during the period in which

he ruled the inquiry office at the sheds.—IK M,

In Brief

NI . ROBER'I'S of the 'I'ruck Records
room at head otfice was recently appointed

J.P. During his long term at \Iar\borough
as chief clesk in the dist. supt.’s office, he was
a prominent figure in civic lite. sceuring duv.nop
as mayor. —TF.

Teteran

Srationmaster 14, Harries of Frankston was
tarcwelled by the staff on the occasion of his
recent promotion and transfer to Ultima, —C.

Popular Paddy Quirk, goods guard of the
Melbourne Yard, has retired.  He had 44 vears
service all round the State.  With Guards
E. Cronk, O'Brien and O'Connell, also retiring,

A GROUP ASSURANCE POLICY OF
The Colonial Mutual Life Assurance Society Limited
under which the fortnightly premiums are payable fortnightly through the Railway Department
is the

Ideal First Investment

Policies effected under this Society’s Plan for Victorian Railway employes provide for the simultaneous
operation of THREE separate forms of protection :—

(1) CASH BENEFIT payable plus BONUSES at a selected age.

(2) CASH BENEFIT payable plus BONUSES in the event of prior Fermanent Total

Disablement,

pursuant to Policy conditions.

For instance,

this benefit would be payable shoald the assured lose EITHER
HAND by accident.
(3) CASH BENETFIT payable plus BONUSES in event of prior Death.
Write to-day for particulars to
THE COLONIAL MUTUAL LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY LIMITED
316 COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE
giving name, address, occupation and date of birth, and upon receipt of same, particulars with
respect to rates and benefits will be forwarded.

To the Fore in Spor

TATIONMASTER D. R. Re
Orbost submits another ** he
able mention ” for the lis

railwaymen actively engaged in -
administration in Victoria.

_ Optg. Porter H. U. McDorald is
fore in both summer and winter games.
18 his record over recent periods i—

Tennis, 1931-32—Captain and secre

Joseph’s tennis club, premiers tha:

—Captain and secretary of St. Jos
also vice- president of the Orbost Tennis

Football, 1932—Captain, coach and se
of this ycar's premiership team In the
Gippsland Football Assoc.

In addition, he found time a few week
to get married.

And here 15 a ‘ last-mir
nomination from Bendigo :

Jim Keating of the Bendigo
workshops is president of the V.R.1.
club in the Ist grade matting asso
president of the local cyeling club, pr
of the Bendige East swimming club
mittee-man of the Bendige Easter ¢
organiser of the Bendigo East A
Charity carnival, and member of the
inter-branch carpet bowls association.

He was also president of the Wor
Cricket Club during the vears in wi
club won the premiership twice in su
and was runner-up once.

Before going to Bendigo some six o
vears ago, Jim was a  well-known
umpire in Mclbourne, and actively ass
with many sporting bod|c> in Lhc me:

he was fare\\'el!ed by his rail\\'a_\'
‘I'he combined departmental service
four guards aggregared 76 vears. -

After 24 yvears at Chillingollah, Static-
Blackall has bLeen transferred to Go
He and his wife were both very popul:
district, the s.m. being a leading artis
local dramatic company and sccretar
football team. A presentation was m:

A presentation of a set of crystal we
to Stationmaster L. Wadelton of Warr
on the occasion of his promotion and
to Echuca.—C.

Last Mile Post

MAURICE DRINAN
HE death, at the advanced age «
Mr, M. Drinan severs a link with «
railway history of the State.

Mr. Drinan saw service as guard at
Bendigo and Spencer-street in the
running the Adelaide express for mar
When the present King visited Aus
Duke of York, Mr. Drinan was sc
guard for the Roval train, and du-
subsequent vears of his railway career
tamiliarly known as “‘ the Roval gue:

WILLIAM TREGURTHA
A,\'OTHER old pioncer, Mr. W. T:
passed away last month.
He retired as stationmaster at Geel
26 vears ago, and had previousiy
charge at Newmarket, Warragul and

FRANCIS MAYBURY
IT\ MAYBURY, who retir

\ear:. ago from the position
mspeuor in the Special Inquiry off
recently,

He joined the railways as porter in
became a special inquiry officer nis
later. For the remainder of his care
attached to that division.

The VR \rews Letter is issued m
the Victorian Railways Comomissioner:
ratlieayman in the service.  Personal po
and other brief succinct contributions
addressed to the Editor, Betterment anc
Board, Head Office.

Wholly set up and printed in Aw
the Victorian Railways Printing Works, -
street, North Melbourne, for the Pux
The Victorian Railways Commissiones




'Sy $gg pue ssfiw §13 Julsq
steudis 1ySiy Joj saindy Furpuodssiiod
sy ‘yoen 3urls Jo safiw §§ pue yoen
2]qnop JO SIIW gg IIAO PI[[BISUl AIe
sfeudts aroydewas | W9)SAS UBIIOIOIA
Ul JO S9[IW IINnoI &7z IA0 98N Ul
Mmou 2le s[eudis onewone ‘[e U

‘0861 ‘I sndny uo asn
ojur 1ydnoxq pue s[eudis S Yila
paddinba a19m sueq(y "1G pue auIysuUNG
uzamlaq oeIl IQNOP JO SI[TW INOJ
SY3 20UIS UIMBITIPUN 2 0} UOISIIAUOD
1SIy QU1 St PAY[NE)) 3B Sjudwefueiie
ZuljjeudIs ay3 JO UONESIUIIpOW Y J,

"paysijoqe 2q 03 asn

ur juassard je saxoq [eudis pajerado
AJ[eotueyoowI  Om1  AYl I[QBUI  [[Im
pue ‘spiendajes 23ep-03-dn jsowr ayj
spraoad [pim pajjeisur aq o1 juswdmnbs
Y, ‘ing ueaq sey ‘sdefpr  yum
SuIYoBW JUIND0[I2)UT OL1)II[3 1943|-(g UR
asnoy J[im Yyaiym ‘xoq [euSIs mau B pue
‘P9309215 Ua3q aakYy S[BUZIS 9] JO
A3txofewr o “‘parajdwioo waaq sey
Buriia apisino utew a3 XAV 1

©o182uae)) pueR A[IUNYUIH 03
waJe Jurjeudrs opjewojneg 2y} JO UOISUIXI
Y3 SIPAOUI YOIyM ‘plRU[NE) Je Judw
-dinb2 Sug[euﬁgs Jamod yo wonejjesur
243 Y3 Buipaasoad Ajipeais st YO

sjeudrs Jamod dI0A ‘

"1B9UYm JOJ I]qeans Alsa A13Unod
9|19 y3noayy sassed sul] mou 9y J,
OpIS SI[BAA UINOS MIN
>3 uo spooy 01 323fqns eare Iy}
1240 1] 9g JO INOJ puE "UI § '} 97 JO
sueds gg puB Weans UIBW Yl I9A0
sueds ‘3j-g¢ omi pue sueds ‘33-001
so1qy  ‘sueds  13-gg  omi  sastrduwiod
aBpLiq SIys 393§ 9uP'T JO UYIBUI| 1©30)
e JO 3inq Juidpq sem BIUOMEBIIEX
3e ABLINJA] 9yl 1940 23pLIq 3yl d[Iym
pade[ap sem Suide[-yoBl} [BENIOE 9yl INg
‘1E61 ‘8¢ IPqudao)N] uO unda( sem
Jul[ spue[B() 92U} JO UONONIISUO)
'9NUIARI SPOOZ UBLIOIDIA O3 UOIIPPE
Qwod[am ' UL 3nsal p[noys ‘Asupig
w01y s3I £TE Yim paredwod
Se ‘QUINOQ[IA] WO S3IW ()0
Auo s1 spueeQ eyl 108} JH
‘Juawluesie

PO 2y} J2pun "pg/p| pUe -P6/gL JO Pe)sul
Ajesnoadsaa WOl B "pL/g] pPUE U0l ® P6/gL
10J SpPUBRE(Q WO0J) 2UINOq[a]y 03 y3noay)
pajies 2q [[IM ‘eULI2AIY 2Y3 JO UOIIIIS SiY3
30 sjonpoad [eduiid om) 243 ‘Jedaysm pue
1004\ °SUOIJBIS UBLIOIDVA O} p2|ies sjuaw
-u8isuod uo ‘safea[nu sajep YINOS MIN
pUE UBLJIOIDIA JIA0 ‘S3)BI [EI0] J0J P3ININS
-qns waaq Mou 2aey sael  ydnoayy,,
‘Aemyier  J2ploq Spue[je( — e3duomeasex
2[TWI-g¢ 2yl JO SABM[IBY UBIJOIDIA 243} 0}

I2jsuel) [eroyo 2y) jo uonedopue NI

digea y, Japrog spue[yeQ

‘0D 2AIIOW0D07]
uedrdWy 2y} jo jueyd JeaIIUONY
2yl Aq PRJJIJ Sem JIdpIO Y]

‘Auedwod juawWwad uel[izetg
B wWoJJ sem Jey) pue ‘IedL Ise|
2AIJOWI0D0] MU B JOJ JIPJIO U0
Arastoaad w2y) SBuowe pPIATIAX

|
|

—SYIOM 2ANOWO0D07 ®eWIT pue
*00) QAIJOWOD0T] UBIIIdWY ‘SHIOM

2A130W 0007 umpreg—saruedwod
2AIIOWIOD0]  Aem[ied  UBdLIdWY
2214yl Ayl  ‘Alaead s2Ap

-0wW0%0] (007 Surinideynuewr
Jo 2jqeded 4pised HONOHLT

i SYJIUOJA] IA[M ], UT JAIOUWI0D0T MIN] U

"I9[MO0Q PUBY-1JI] 15918213
s.elensny ‘sispuneg ‘A [ pue ‘wean
1591, ZI6T Y Yilm pup[dui 03 juom
oym ‘SMOYINIBIAl AWIWI[ 2I9Mm SII9NOIID
1S9, St dweJ FULINPUd UOM ABY OYm
USWIABMIIBI  UBLIOIOIA  JI9UIO OMm ],
‘juawnieda(] uonexe], oyl
01 UBO] UO PAlIdjSuei} Sem 9y UuIym
182k 3se[ [nun spouad JFurdiea 0]
SPOOL) QUINOQ[a[A] @Yl pue NIeg 3113q
-lY ‘wniie)) ‘Ouoiusly ‘o[epuadsy 3®
pauonels sem pue gzl Ul 3I9[0 omunl
e se sdemjier 2yl poulofl uang.O
‘pue[duz 031 $303 IBY] WEd)
uelfeI}sNy IXOU SYl JO IIqWIAW B SB
pauorjuaw £]93.4) Suraq Apeat|e sI swWeu
siy pue Suo[ £IaA I0J J9¥OIID [BUOlIRU
-193uT 2a130€ Jo Ino wiy doay o3 Furold
jou st dwed apIelapy Yl I0] ueW Yig[
Jo uonisod ay3 031 uonedsleI Arerodwn
s, uatig, O 18Y3 as1ufooaal sagpnl poon)
'SWNdIA SIY JO dUO Sem

puowwiel] s3uluul puodds SNOISESIP

|

S pue[Sus Ul S$3YOIBD JUSD|[IDXD  OM]
j00) puE [[9M PUE A[U93Y PIp[dY o]
"uBlUSIEQ AUB JO 20URJap 2Y3) parenauad
2ABY P[NOa puBY PU0DIS SIY ur wiy
P9IINYs YoIym poOmIe | WO 19ZZY MO|
9yl 3Byl pIaISe Ajsnowisueun sI )1 pue
sFuIuul 1SIy Iy Ul 3no uni A[yonjun
ISOW sem 9 CIBSSIWISIP YoBd 210Joq
2100s $1q B 10§ 39S payoo[ pue sFuruul
qioq ut Apuspyuocd padeys sy ‘suni ayy
1s8uowe 198 310U pIp By YySnoyly
‘awes auInoqPRIAl
[euonesusas oy ui  3Juipoolq yolew
1891, SIY pey oY ‘wes) PRIYg ppweys
UBLIOIA Yl yYim  sdedsip Sumieq
auy JWos Fulmo[[of ‘pue uevwsieq Jul
-pueISINO S qN[) PUOWYIY 2y}
SI ‘S1B9A U9A3S 10 UBWABM[IET
v u93q seq oysm ‘NHI¥4.0 Od
‘way 153 J,
uvIPASNE  up oqur Avm sy uoxn
SOY UDULADNIOL UDLOIIL] D ‘4D
Y} QIUIS U] 75,(5[ Y] A0

uews)eq 1S3, SB UBWARM[IRY UBLIOIA

6Z "ON 2nss|

1913 T SMIN Y A U

NOILIIAL WYHNHL S

‘Irex Aq ssa18oxd st Suunp pas
dlom SIN[NOYIP Ou Ing ‘yu
a8ny syl A1ied> 01 pasn a3l
A1eyes 3 ,, ® pue ‘siag]
P pany ‘spng D,
soyour (o INOQE 01 133
saydul zz woiy paltade) pue ‘p
[eryuad  jo sidAjeons  Suuia
woay pajoaras ‘and fay gy B -
"191d UMOISWEI[IAN 01
qiuour jsg( x(qs)[OH 1191 sA
-|Tey] UBLIOIDIA oYl Aq pori
1949 JuswudIsuod  3s93u0[

12X 1U2Wu3Isuo)) 3sas

+4

‘sn o) Y3 e s
(Iunowe JuedyruIsul ue 0l
90Npal UBd JpIS UOLIINS Y]
AUyl Aq paillwpe I 9|
219498 B Aq patuedwodoe s3
ST 9)OIIS JO ]BSIOASI JYl ‘i
peay 9[qrIapisuod e Jsurede
st ‘adsy 1apurjdo-33urs ayd
‘dwund  Zurjecoidioar e Ul
ur yons  aaey aam {dwnd
-01dj2a1 v JO apIs uonodns Yl
A1r3uenb 2]qe[[0NIUOD B JTWpE
Io3j1us v oswsyds Surdwnd »

-020[ UO P3SN 21dm SIdJIUS I
19y} pue saajea uolsid 21013
Buoy syuerd Burdwnd-idjea u
pasn  ua1jo  adeny  QYH.LAI
Sz 01 ‘4opvas pa;
wof woyvatfyduin ua1amad.y;
puv  Ipiia  ‘snoapinod v s
‘saopurs "020] uo asn 412y]
‘saapa wnnpa soyp sl
40 | 0] YIUouL ISD] U4 )

SIAJIUG IO

—_—

>

“ajoyuvue 2y
2oupa0addp 2 DUDLP $53] ©

Suwmado sy asn jou pp Su
ayl vyt ‘4222020y poojstapi

01 aour

-oud]  paumtapuod Ayl
-pxa JLuvpyos a2yl Sueq 1oyl
ur  soyour §1  gpavy  Sunad

auo ysnoayy spaiq ayr Lq poi
4329 poy suqap fo pvop-Lvip
710 toy1 sioquiod a]quyapuiau

$8vq ffoy
4amaf ou [ 0} parowias a3
puv ssava] ‘ssn}  ‘ssvad s

‘DIAD JUINLIUI] 3.1
oul SEUIPUNOLINS PIsOIU Y]

poy uaaway fo spuq Jows
S20.440dS J0Y] PIL3.20ISIP puv

Buniea usamjaq 23vds pardnarou
sora1s1ue uapply 2yl pagosd =
syL0m » ‘KJquaraL UONDIS 1Ly

“1YO 30 ONINFHTO-ON

€£61 ‘Aaenag



The Month’s Topic

Appointment of
Transport Board...

HE legislation recently passed

authorising the appointment of

a Transport Regulation Board is
a first step towards the belated and
much needed co-ordination of transport
in Victoria.

The Board will comprise five mem-
bers—a representative of the Railways
Commissioners, a representative of
motor interests, a primary producer,
a person ‘‘engaged in commercial
pursuits ”* and an independent chair-
man appointed by the Government.

Its duties will be to inguire into
the existing transport position in
Victoria and to submit reports and
recommendations for ‘“ the better
and more economic co-ordination, or
the better regulation and control of
railway, tramway, motor, sea and air
transport.”

The act directs that the Board
shall submit a first report before June
1 and a further report before December
1 this year.

Railwaymen will hope that swift
action will follow the investigation
and reports of the advisory Board and
that this first move towards transport
co-ordination will hasten the appoint-
ment of the essential controlling body,
empowered to provide a wisely co-
ordinated scheme of transportation
for the State in the best interests of
the people as a whole.

Better Holiday Traffic

ESPITE the counter-attractions

of big cricket, booking returns

from Flinders-street, Spencer-
street and the Government Tourist
Bureau, for the Christmas~New Year
holidays, show that more people
travelled by train from Melbourne to
country districts in that period than
for the similar period last year.

Increases were shown In every
district except the group comprising
the Healesville, Warburton and other
nearer tourist resorts.

In the aggregate, there were approxi-
mately 1,600 more passengers this
vear than last, cheap excursion tickets
accounting for more than 400 of the
increase.

Details of the passenger bookings
from Melbourne to the various country
districts are set out in the following
table :—

Districts 1931
North and Midland 13,547
North-Western 8,663
South-Western 10,093
North-Eastern 9,652
Eastern 10,866
Various 20,121
Interstate 7,756

Totals 80,698

Railway Scrapbook

Mule and
Train

Near Walla Walla, Washington,
U.S.A., one, A. Snyder, Northern

Pacific Railway Company locomotive
driver, recently saw a mule standing
on the track, ears laid back, eyes wide,
legs braced.

The brakes squealed, the mule
stiffened, was catapulted off the track
against a point lever.

The switch Dbroke, the train ran
off the rails, wrecking two cars.

The mule trotted off, ate grass.

Moving a Factory
by Rail

A complete factory, in full pro-
duction, has been moved by rail from
London to Chippenham (94 miles)—
750 tons of machinery, the household
effects of 36 families and over 100
persons.

The removal was so arranged that
machinery at work in London one day
was dismantled, loaded in containers,
conveyed to Paddington station for
despatch by rail to Chippenham and
re-erected In the new factory in time
for immediate use the next morning.

River Ice Made
Rail Bridges

In constructing the Trans-Siberian
Railway, it was necessary to build
massive bridges to span the great
rivers, but the engineers did not wait
for the bridges to be completed before
pushing on.

When the rivers froze in winter,
rails were laid across the ice and
materials transported for track con-
struction farther along while the
bridges behind were still being built.

Steam Locomotive
in Oil Refinery

Llandarcy Oil Refinery in South
Wales has a fireless steam locomotive
which operates in the refinery without
danger.

The boiler is constructed on the
thermos flask principle and is charged,
at intervals, with steam at very high
pressure from supplies well away from
the oil works.

Electric and ordinary steam loco-
motives would be impossibly dangerous
in the explosive atmosphere of the
refinery.

Victorian railwaymen are invited to
submit  contributions to this columm,
relating particularly to Victorian rail-
way working.

Contributions must be short, sharp
and wvery much to the point, and there
must be no doubt of therr claims either
to ‘‘oddity” or ‘‘strangeness.’’

Freight Revenue Ris

HEAVY loadings of new season’s wh

are largely responsible for the gra
fying increase in the revenue frs
goods traffic of recent weeks. %
per cent. more wheat had been loa
this year up to the time of going to p»
than for the corresponding period
year, the figures being 4,075,949 bags
3,442,015 bags.

Of this year’s wheat, 1,222,734 bags »
been shipped, China and Japan being
principal buyers.

until the middle

Flour exports,
January, however, dropped from ab

66,000 bags last year to a little more =
10,000 bags this year.
ILLTAMSTOWN Pier
632,000 bags exported
Geelong  with 517,000 b
were the most important export ck
nels, but 46,000 bags had been loz
at Victoria Dock and 28,000 bag:
Port Melbourne. There were 550
bags in stacks at Geelong, 671,000 :
at Williamstown, and 4,930,000 :
stacked at country stations awai
loading. Shortage of cargo space
overseas vessels was responsible
the wheat banking up to some ex:
Some 94,000 bags of New 8
Wales wheat were transferred
Victorian trucks at Tocumwal.

In addition to the heavier w
figures, butter loadings were 250 »
a week better than 1932 during
first two weeks of January, and
traffic in apricots and peaches
heavy, much of the fruit being rs
to Sydney.

Satisfactory frult crops were
responsible for heavy consignms
of sugar being railed to Sheppa=
Kyabram and other canneries. .
loading was particularly heavy «
in January to meet orders which
been held up awaiting the redu
in price.

Following the serious increas
the number of rabbits in many cous
areas, the volume of this class of loz
railed to Melbourne has grown
siderably. Mildura, Ouyen, Swan
and Sea Lake were the most impc
rabbit loading districts.

A d

Science Helps Railwa

Wheat-breeding activities at the
ribee research farm of the Depar:
of Agriculture have resulted in ar
provement of £800,000 a year in «
growers’ income and of £55,000 a
i revenmue for wheat hauled by rai.

HE connection between w

breeding and railway trar

may not be immediately app:
but the key is furnished by the
that Werribee wheats yield
two bushels more grain per acre
was produced by the varieties -
they displaced.

Last season, 2,116,599 acre
66 per cent. of the wheat area ir
toria, was sown with varieties
originated at the Werribee res
farm. The most popular varie
“ Free Gallipoli,” responsib!
39 per cent. of last season’s plan:
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Personal

First Ambulance Officer

FREDERICK W. KAISER, ambulance
officer to the Victorian Railways for the
past 24 years, retires this month. His ;
interest in first aid became apparent in 1890,
when he won his first certificate two vears
after he joined the service as porter at Mary-
borough. Safeworking qualifications werc also
won, and experience as guard and station-
master preceded his appointment as station-
master’s clerk at Flinders-street. Then the
visit of the American flect in 1903 marked the
turning point in his career. Civil Ambulance
forces were too small to meet all calls for their
services during the peak traffic and F.W.K.
led a band of volunteer railway first-aiders
to their assistance. He was given the big
task of creating a comprehensive ambulance
organisation for the railway system next vear.
e is a councillor of the St. John Ambulance
and was for 16 years a V.R. Institute Councillor.
—S.C.wW,

Wireless Expert

KEITH McCARTHY, who works with the
: equipment examiners at IFlinders-street,
1s so keen a wireless enthusiast that he has
recently been granted a licence for the experi-
mental amateur station, 3FX, which he is now
operating at Hampton. He has been in the
service for three years, during which time he
has been stationed at Jolimon i Workshops as
lad laborer.—C.V.

** Mallee King”

ETIRED at Ballarat with more than two

score years of service to his eredit, Dinny
MecClelland will be best remembered as the
first guard on the Mildura-Donald section.
He was called the ‘‘ Mallee King” and was
renowned for the philanthropic interest he took
in the welfare of the works gang scattered along
the lonely route—in those days there was no
station between Woomelang and Mildura.
Dinny fluttered a green flag in every corner of
Victoria—H.E.C.

5. % Goes

OHN J. GILCHRIST, station and general

service engineer in the Way and Works
branch for the past decade, will retire this
month. He has had a thorough railway
engineering training since his appointment
in 1884, as junior clerk and draughtsman.
Experience as draughtsman and as engineering
assistant paved the way to promotion to
engineer in 1912, and to his present position
in 1922 —M.T.W
Best of 63

From a field of 063, Porter G. T. Graham of
Mordialloc won the Maryborough £100 Gift.
Starting favorite, he won by six inches. e
has been running in sprint races for about 13
months, and ran third in the Ararat Christmas
Gift.  He is trained solely by his friend and
fellow-railwayman Clerk R. T. Cumming,
also of Mordialloc. Porter Graham combines

P—— o e e x e~ . . .
{‘C’he Melbourne Industrial Dental Clinic
F. C. Turner, G. H. Turner -

Postscript

Mentone club.  He is also one of the organisers
of the Mentone sporting club. Since he
joined the railways, he has been stationed at
Hampton, Ivanhoe, Darebin, Melbourne
Goods and Mordialloc.—NM. AW,

S.M. of Many Parts
EW rajlwaymen have been transferred to

F more widely separated stations than has
Stationmaster John Hutton, who rctires from
T'raralgon shortly. Since he was appointed
stationmaster at the turn of the century, he
served at such widely removed towns as
Koo-Wee-Rup, Minyip, Illowa, Trawalla,
North Geelong, Woomelang, Swan Hill, Sale
and a few others before going to '['raralgon
in 1925. Prior to his becoming stationmaster,
he had served 13 years as porter and assistant
stationmaster.—IK. M,

February Birthdays

STATIONMASTER H. O'HAGAN of
Darnum, on the first ; Fireman J, Pilking-
ton of Traralgon, on the second ; Yard Foreman
P. White of Melbourne Yard, on the third;
Driver G. Padgett of Benalla, Guard R. McKee
of Warragul, Enginemen’s Instructor W. L.
Hosking of Flinders-street, Train Examiner

Naming V.R. Stations |
No. 21: DIGGER'S REST

HIS was a favorite resting or |
camping place for diggers going
‘ to or from the gold-diggings in the
| fifties.
[ Shelter sheds were erected there
[
|

by the charitable Mrs. Chisholm.
Hence the name.

C. McKenzie of Geelong, Repairer W, ].
McKay of Kerang and Dniver E. J. Corbert
of Ararat, on the fourth; Boilermaker’s Help
W, F. Mayne of Traralgon, on the fifth ; Clerk
H. V. Hardy of Geelong on the seventh;
Signalman R. Fawcett of Waubra Junction, on
the eighth; Guards O. C. Healey and A. P.
Clarke, both of Dimboola, on the 9th; Ganger
T. Skermer of Dalyston and Plumber W.
Sharman of Ballarat, on the 10th ; Workshops
Manager George Curtis and Road Foreman W.
Cashen, both of Bendigo, Ganger W, 'I'. Reid
of Pakenham and Operating Porter R. J.
Simpson of Bruthen, on the 11lth; Dave
Little, sccretary of the Railways M.O., and
Alf. Gilmore, secretary to the C.MLE., on the
12th; W. and W. Engineer W. Bromby on
the 15th; Esrate Officer R. A. Rankin and
Leading Hand Upholsterer E. L. Stainer of
Dudley-street, on the 16th; Railways M.O.
John Gordon, Driver V. A. Collins of Bendigo
and Cleaner A. J. Sheppard of Warragul, on
the 18th; Commissioners’ Driver Bert
Rachinger, Shedman A, Bolitho of Bendigo
and Signalman F. Cook of Benalla, on the
19th; G.P. and F.A. James McClelland and
Road Foreman F. H. Kerr of Oakleigh, on the
20th; Dist. R.S. Supt. John McLeod of
Bendigo and Leading Hand W. H. Fewster

Surgeon Dentists

Dental Surgeries - Children’s Chinic - X-Ray Salon

Chiropodist’s Salon - O

ptical Salons - Ladies’

Hairdressing and Toilet Salons
Highest Class Treatment at . . .

50 per cent. und

For Particulars apply to
your Union Secretary or
Shop Steward

Address :
(Next Windsor Annexe) Mielbourne, C 1

er Ruling Rates
9 Bourke Street East

"Phone - F5393

Record of the Reven

EPRESENTING an aven
daily increase of £481 ¢
last year’s figures, the rail reve:
at  Japuary 14 had aggregs
£4983,660, or £95,292 more
the corresponding aggregate
financial year.
of Newport Signal Shops, on the

Roadmaster A. Abbott of North Melbcu
and Leading Shunter E. j. Green of Dax
nong, on the 24th; W. and W, Chief C
R. W. Easterby, on the 25th; Repairer !
Sullivan of Guildford, on the 26th; C
T'rain Despatcher W. R. Price, Gange:
Gaylard of ‘I'oorak, Boilermaker H. F. 7
of “Newport and Road Foreman [
O’Loughlin of Seymour, on the 27th:
Chiet Electrical Engineer H. P. Colwel
the 28th.—A.L.

In Brief
SOME well-known Transportation br
identities have retired recently.

include Signalman T. Conroy of Marybore
Parcels Porter A. C. Walker of Flinders-s:
Cloak-room Porter J. Parker of Spencer-s
and Electric suburban Guard W. J. Sha-
Flinders-street. Next month, Stationm
J. ], Kirby of Camberwell and Condu
P. J. Shechan go out.—A.EW.

While Clerk H. Swires, recently re
from the Metro. Supt.’s. office, was on
leave at Healesville, some of bis friends inst
a wireless set in his home as a surprise fa-

presentation.  The presentation  ceren
complete with speeches, took place or
return.—AE.C.

Last Mile Post

WILLIAM GEORGE WOTHERSPO!
THE sudden death of Mr. W, G. W
spoon of the office of the Superinte
of Goods Train Service caused profound
throughout the service last month.

A slight heart strain, brought about by
a heavy article some months ago, cau
temporary set back, but Mr. Wotherspo
progressing favorably and his death was
unexpected.

Widespread sympathy is felt for his
and two sons, also his brothers in the s
Reg. and Alex.

JAMES BANNON
THE death occurred recently of M-

Bannon, one of the old identities
signatling world.

He had long service and retired at !
some three years ago.

GEORGE DOWRICK
OAKLEIGH’S stationmaster, Mr. (
Dowrick, died a few weeks ago.

He started his railway career as a cler
night officer at Ararat for many years a-
charge of Footscray and Murtoa before ¢
to Oalleigh.

MICHAEL McNAMARA
NI R. MICHAEL McNAMARA, who
from South Yarra signal box thres
ago, died recently.

His railway service dated from 1889 v
joined up as porter. Twelve month
he was made signalman, in which g
spent the rest of his railway life, the
years at South Yarra.

LESLIE CROWLE

ENIOR Bookstall assistant L. Cre

Flinders-street, died last month,

He joined the railways about seves
ago, shortly after the bookstalls wer:
over by the Department, and his us
cheerfulness and courtesy made him -

the Victorian Railways Commissioners
ratlwayman in the service. Personal pa
and other brief succinct contributions s»
addressed to the Editor, Betterment and ?
Board, Head O ffice.

the Victorian Railways Printing Works, L
street, North Melbourne, or the Pub:
The Victorian Railways Commissioners
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for -general

| The Month’s Topic

Keep the
Wheels Moving . . .

T the present time, heavy wheat

- and fruit traffic urgently neces-
sitates the prompt loading, hand-

ling and discharge of all goods and
louvre trucks. The demands. of the
export fruit trafhc have, in fact; placed
such a high value on louvre trucks
that--an instruction has been issued
that these vehicles are not to be used
Y traffic  without special

rErmission.

"“Railwaymen are urged to eliminate
all truck delays—both for loaded and
empty vehicles—and to make every
truck earn revenue.

Trucks should never be ordered in
excess of requirements or before they
are required. All inwards trucks
should be promptly loaded and all
empty trucks placed promptly at the
disposal of the depot station. Yard
checks and truck record books should
be carefully scrutinised to keep all
overtime trucks under review,

In a word, everything possible
should be done that is calculated to
give trucks the biggest loads and to
keep them moving. For trucks well
used mean money saved.

Heavy Fruit Loading

ERY prolific crops of apples and

pears have made railwayv fruit

loadings particularly heavy of
recent weeks, and full shipments of
export fruit will be made by every
available vessel right up to the end
of May.

Shipping  accommodation  will  be
heavily taxed to meet adequately the
export fruit requirements.

The soft fruit season is now practi-
callv over,

-

Freight Traffic Increases

ROMISING indications of a defi-
P nite and sustained improvement

in railway freight trafhc include
an increase of 1,500 tons in the quantity
of manures handled since January 1,
compared with last vear’s correspond-
ing figures, the carriage of heavy con-
signments of export Hour destined
for North China ports, and an im-
provement in the loadings of timber,
lime, cement and general merchandise.

i
Seven Test Specials
OW fares and special trains

attracted big crowds to Svdney
by rail for the Fifth Test.
More than 2,600 booked by the
seven specials which were run on the
Monday and Tuesday before the start
of the match.
The first and second-class return
fares were only £4 and £2/15/- (plus
seat-booking fee).

Aﬁ R;ilway Scrapbook

“ Queer things done

Ashes Where railways run.”

to Ashes

‘“ At the close of the day, as the
sun i1s going down in the west,”” the
ashes of Charles M. Smith, Pennsyl-
vania locomotive driver, are to be
scattered along the railway track that
carries the locomotive which he once
drove.

The late driver left full instructions
to this effect in his will, just probated
at Chicago.

Railway Station
Built of Salt

Probably the strangest railway sta-
tion in the world is the central station
in the salt mine situated under the
town of Wieliczka (pronounced Vya-
litchka) in Galicia, Poland.

This is perhaps the largest salt
mine in the world and the workings
are served by a comprehensive system
of small railways employing several
hundred horses for motive power.

These ‘‘ locomotives ’ never again
see the light of day when once they
enter the mine. Their stables and
stalls are hewn out of the salt.

The central station has big platforms
and spacious refreshment rooms just
as an ordinary depot station—but all
constructed of salt.

Easter Holiday Tour
S the Christmas Holiday Tour,
conducted through the north-
eastern district, proved very

successful, a similar tour is now being

organised for the Easter holidays.

The south-western district will be

visited and bookings are already being

made at the Government Tourist

Bureau.

L.eaving Melbourne on Good Friday
morning, the party will be away for
four days, sightseeing around Colac,
Camperdown, Warrnambool and Port
Fairy. From each of these centres,
a sightseeing motor excursion will be
made, the one from Colac embracing
portion of the Otway Forest, and the
one from Warrnambool including Port
Campbell and Peterborough.

First-class rail transport, hotel ac-
commodation, meals en route, motor
excursions and entertainment are all
included in the fare of £5~19-6.

Portland as Wheat Port

ORTLAND will become a wheat
shipping port early this month

when the ““ King Lud ™" loads a
consignment of 7,200 tons (86,000
bags) of grain. The wheat will be

drawn from the Dimboola-Serviceton
and Dimboola—Jeparit lines.

It is probable that this boat will be
followed by one or more additional
ships, also loading wheat for overseas
ports.

Butter Loadings Still
Ahead of Last Year’s

WEEKLY butter loadings which ha
YV been comsistently in excess of
figures for last season are now shows
a slight decline due to the usual &
seasonal conditions, but this class
loading is still well above last yea
figures. .
URING the week ended Fe
ruary 11, for instance, 1,061 1
were conveyed this year oo
trasted with 843 tons for the corr
ponding week last year. Butter los
ings since the beginning of the v
now total 7,871 tons; for the sim

period last year, 6,329 tons w
carried.
The highest weekly figure =

season was 2,040 tons for the w
ended November 12—1,651 tons
1931—which figure represents

greatest quantity of butter ever ra:
in Victoria in one week.

———

Corio Beats Balranalcd

TATIONMASTER E. Casse
challenge to Victorian eight-c
stations to beat Balranald’s

venue record for 1932 has been proms
accepted by Stationmaster ]. Rel:
Corio.

Balranald’s revenue for 1932
£26 854 Corlo’s was £34,200. B
station’s totals were Improvems
over 1931 figures.

Incidentally, Stationmaster H. O7
gan of Darnum, in expressing
congratulatory hope that, *'in ¢
centre of merinoes, crossbreds
high temperatures, may Mr. Cass
wool grow long in staple, be free i
burr and keep his revenue on the
crease,” points out reminiscently
Cudgewa put up some good rese
records in recent vears. S.M. O'H
was in charge there in 1926, |
1928 and 1929, when the revenue
successively £24,000, £27,000, £3]
and £33,000,

He explains that road compet
was practically non-existent,
though we did miss one consigor
of several bunches of reptiles w
two collectors gathered up at Tinw
for the Zoo.”

4
Still Longer
N last month’s News Let

120-ft. pile consigned from R«

was given credit as the lor
consignment handled by the Viet
Railwavs. We learn now that
girders for the Spencer-street br
licked the pile by 4 ft. 4§ in
Each of the |8 girders was I2¢
44 in. long and had a maximum ¢
of 9 fr. 04 in., tapefng to 4 ft. 4
atone end and 6 ft. L1 in. at the o=

They were all carried by rail
Kelly & Lewis’ foundry at S;
Vale into the Melbourne Yard
thence along the old fish ms
siding—now removed—to a site
jacent to the bridge.
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OSTSCRIPT *

Lost Radio Announcer

.. STANLEY, - the well-known and

popular sleering car conductor on the
Melbourne-Adelaide run, who has just retired,
won his first promotion b\ the virtues of his
deep bass voice. He was a porter at Princes
Bridge in 1889, hut his sonorous tones and
DO[Nth diction soon moved him into the
position of announcing-rorter and \\ould have
qualified him for a radio announcer’s job had
broadcasting been in vogue at the time. He
has been a sleeping car conductor for 22 _Vear(s‘.

’aried Career
’l‘HE reccrt appointment of William Ernest
Llliott as understudy to the general secretary
of the Victorian Railways Institute marks
another interesting step in a varied career.
His railwey life began with his appointment
as patternmaker at Newrport Slgnal Shops in
1914, Three years of war service followed.
1 eturning from the front, he went on the land
for a tire but abandoned this life to study
engineering and draughtsmanship and to re-
sume his old trade of pattern-making. In
1926, he was selected to go to the English ﬁrm
of Uayton Wagons 1.td. for two vears'
experience. On his return, he worked as
draughtsman until he was appmmed super-
visor of railway apprentices in 1929, T.G.L

Cricket Coil

OFE Pl AN'T of the Accountancy branch is

the latest recruit from the Victorian Rail-
ways to big cricket. Making his debut in the
Shefficld Shicld game against South Australia
carly last month, he played a forceful first
innings knock for 43 and followed this success
by taking three wickets for 31. Although he
was not so successful in the second half of the
game, he has shown himself 1o be one of
Victoria’s most promising all-rounders. He
plays with the Fitzroy club with a fellow rail-
wayman, Bert Lansdown, in district cr)%kleg\

Telegraph Veteran

TELEPHONE and 1'elegraph Engineer J. A.
Satchell, who will retire shortly, has 44 vears
of railroading to his credit.  He joined as a
leading hand in 1829 and was made workshops
foreman in 191U, Promotion to the grade of
inspecting mechanician followed In 1919, and,
four vears later, he was appointed to his present
position. B.

Rollavat andmark

Q PECIAT, Yard Foreman Patrick Henry
. Burke, who has spent his hfenme in
speeding goods loading on its wayv, is a land-
mark at Palfarat, where he has been stationed
for the past 24 vears. Commencing duty as
porter in 1838, he graduated as shunter twelve

months later.  Promotion to goods guard
fellowed in 1899, to vardsman in 1905, and
to his present position in 1909, He will

comrlete his railway service at the end of the
month. —C.N.

The Month s G0351p~

Understudy to Institute
Secretary—Retirements

March Birthdays

FITTER A. 'T. Twells of Geelong, on the
first ;- Fireman A. E. Dawson of North
Loco. and A.S.M. J. J. McDonough of
Watchem, on the sccond ; ‘lraffic Inspuctor
Alex Mcl.can of Bendigo,, Staff Board Member

‘I F. Brennan, General' Supt. M. J. Canny
and Clerk M. Stanistreet of Room 2, on the
third;  Chief Foreman W. T. Cornish of

\or!h f.oco., on the fourth: Shunter W. J.
liacy of Melbourne Yard, on the fifth : Block
and Signal Inspector J. T. Nolan of Seymour,
on the sixth:; Driver S. Parker of Colac,
Accounts Chief Clerk Norman Lester and
‘Train Examiner P. Gill of Noith Loco.,
the seventh; Rolling Stock Clerk A. ]. Pgul
of Ararat, on the eighth; Guard A, A. White
of Geelong and Clerk Bill Conroy of Room 4,
on the 10th; Lineman H. Alexander of Dan-
denong and 'Road Foreman E. E. Schurer of
Ballarat, on the 11th; District Engineer Tom
Bve of North Melbourne, Provedore L.
Brown and Man Power Officer Frank O’ Dea
of North Loco., on the 13ih; Flectric Train
Driver D. P. Ryvan of Tohmom on the 14th;
Fireman G. Mitchell of Bendigo, Asst. 'Frans.

Naming V.R. Stations

No. 22: NAGAMBIE
THIS is derived from the native
name ‘“ Nogamby.,”” meaning
‘‘ lagoon.”

In the early days there was a lagoon
near the site of the township. When
the Goulburn Weir was made, the
backwater f{illed the lagoon and low
lying flats, forming what is now
known as Lake Nagambie.

Staff Officer Paddy Meares, Fitter W. J. lons-
dale of Pullarat, Guard C. A. Potter of 'I'raral-
gon and Fitter W. P. Casey of Benalla, on the
16th :  Commissioner 'I'. B. Molomby and
Works Foreman E. (. Armstrong of Geelong,
on the 17th;  Signals Engineer J. A. Malan,
on the 20th;  ‘Frain Examiner W. Dunn of
Benalla, on the 21st; Cleaner A, G. Clmnenls

Traralgon, on the 22nd: Guards 'I'. H.
Flynn of Melbourne Yards and L. A. Ke))y
of " Benalla, Boilermaker R. Hill and Signal
Supervisor N, 5. Smyth, both of Ballarat,
W, and W, Clerk Jack Norris of Head Office
and Asst, Stationmaster G, E, McKemmish
of Cro_\'dun on the 23rd ; Senjor Clerk Jack
Roberts ot 'Truck Record Room on_the 24th
Rolling Stock Chiet Clerk H, I,. Dickinson,
on the 26th;  Sapt, of Loco, Supyplies F.
Dillon, un the 28tk Foreman . H. Homer-
shum of Dudlev-strect shelter shed, on the
20th;  Advertising Artist Angus McDonald
and Parlor Car Conductor Dilly Lynch, on

the 30th: and Jack Cordwell of the General
Supt.’s ol’ﬁce, on the 31s1,
Public Farewell

ST~\ TIONMASTER ], J. Kirby was the
guest of honor ar a smoke social tendered
h1m on the eve of his retirement by Camber-

- S

‘Che Mlelbourne Industrial Dental Clinic

F.C. Turner, G. H. Turner -

Surgeon Dentists

Dental Surgeries - Children’s Clinic - X-Ray Salon

Chiropodist’s Salon -

Optical Salons -

Ladies’

Hairdressing and Toilet Salons

Highest Class Treatment at . .
50 per cent. under Ruling Rates

For Particulars apply to
your Union Secretary or
Shop Steward

Address -
(Next Windsor Annexe) Mielbourne, C 1

9 Bourke Street East

"Phone : F 5393

Queensland’s Pac1ﬁ-

UEENSLAND'S latest locon
tive is @ 4-6-2 (** Pacific ) v
introduced recently to pro
increased haulmg power and grez
speed over its three-feet-six gauge
It has two cyvlinders (18} x 24
stroke) and coupled wheels of
in. diameter. Including the sur
heater, the heating surface totals |.
square feet, while the grate area is
square feet, Boiler pressure 1s 16t
per square inch and, at 80 per cent
the toiler working pressure, a trac
effort of 20,062 lb. is developed.
Roadworthy, the locomotive weig
89 tons 13 cwt., of which the tencs
with a capacity of 3,000 gallons
water and 44 tons of coal, accounts &
33 tons 8 cwt

ra:

an'{
Joming the rallways in 1886,

well civic authormet cntwens
off cers.
Ki:by has been stationmaster since

Among the more important stations w
he has directed operations are Dayles
Trafalgar, Sunshine, Surrey Hills, Eox
and, since 1922, Camberwell. At the ¢
of an enjovable evening, the Mavor of Cam
well presented him with an electric wis
set as a tribute to the popularity whic
enjoved both with railwaymen and the po

Spencer-street Identity

NE of Spencer-street’s oldest iden:

pioneer Farlor Car Conductor Pat =
han has retired with 44 years of service b«
him. His association with  Spencer-
goes back to the times when William
patrick, afterwards a Chairman of Con
sioners, was stationmaster, Pat  serve
porter, train conductor and sleeping car
ductor on the Adelaide run before
promoted to the parlor car.  He has minis
officially to the wants and creature comir
many travelling notabilities and pron
persoralities, —H

In Brief

ql JOWILLY but surely, the ranks of B:
* rail veterans are being depleted by :
ments, the latest being Passenger Guar.
Cummms who spent mest of his 44 ve
active rail- roading at Ballarart. 1

Popular old Jim Parker has closed 44
of rail service at Spencer-street, having
located in the goods sheds and’ for 20
in the lost property section of the cloak:

. Recent Transportation branch retire
include the departure of Stock Pont
Reilly of Spencer-street, Goods Foremar
Flannery of Melbourne (xood\
Hannaker of Albert Park and * C

F. Markham of Flinders-street. 'Ih S
the following will retire: Shedm:

Mc'aggart of Colac, Clerk J. Best of RL
Shedman W, T, Emery of Seymour
Cloakroom Porter R. Wilson of Fl:-
street. —A

— —
Last Mile Post
WILLIAM LETCH

F'TER  living  quietly in  retiremes
Hampton for 19 vears, Mr. W.
died last month.

He had long service in the Departmes
was stationmaster at ]—lampton when he r

He has one son in the service—now <
master at Koo-wee-rup,

The
the [lrlormn I(azluags Commissioners 1
ratfwavnian in the service. Personal par
and other brief succinct contributions s
addressed to the Editor, Betterment and P
Board, {ead O[ﬁce

Whollv set up and printed in Aust-
the Victorian Railways Printing Works, .
street, North Melbourne, for the Publ:
The Victorian Railwavs Commissiopers
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| [ The Month’s Topic ~

Career of
Opportunity ...

HERE is more than ordinary

interest for all young and ambiti-

ous railwaymen in the news of
Mr. N. C. Harris’s appointment as
Commissioner.

Mr. Harris, still a young man, with
a brilliant record of rapid progress in
the railway engineering world, started
his career as an apprentice in Canada.
He found no short cuts to promotion.
He won his way to the top by ability and
determination.

His success demonstrates, once
again, that, in a land of opportunity
and In an age of opportunity, the
railway service is still the career of
opportunity.

Mr. Shanpon started his long
railway career in the humble role of
apprentice fitter. Mr. Molomby be-
gan his steady march to a Com-
missionership as a junior clerk. Mr.
Clapp himself went through the
workshop as an apprentice.

Much the same story can be told of
all our present administrative officers.
The Secretary for Railways, the
General Superintendent, the Comp-
troller of Stores and the Genersl
Passenger and Freight Agent all learnt
the ABC of railway work as junior
clerks ; the Chief Electrical Engineer
started as an apprentice and the Chief
Engineer of Way and Works as an
engineering student.

There is inspiration here for every
railway junior, whether clerk, ap-
prentice or lad porter. The highest
positions in the service are open to
him if he has the ambition and
determination to seize his opportuni-
ties and the ability to make the most
of them.

Heavy Fruit Traffic

Heavy fruit traffic has been
keeping Goulburn Valley stations
busy of recent months, the
loadings being greatly in excess
of the fruit handled during the
same period last year.

ANNING peaches—Pullar Cling

variety—were being handled at

the time of going to press and a
record crop had been transported up to
March 16, on which date 85 trucks
were loaded. A further ten days of
peak loading was anticipated.

T'he pear crop, also, was very heavy,
as many as 66 trucks being loaded in
one day.

Up to March 16, 3139 trucks had
been loaded with fruit, compared with
last year’s 2880 trucks. Iced trucks
this year had increased to 98 from 23
last year, and interstate consignments
required 552 trucks compared with
532 during the previous season to the
same date.

A Railway Scrapbooki |

“ Queer things done
Where railwcays run.”’

Queer Consignment
Without Owner

In Prairie du Chien, Wis. (U.S.A),
on the railway station platform stands
a great box. On its side is painted
the address: “‘Prairie du Chien,
Wis.”-—nothing else, no sender, no
addressee.

None of the Prairie du Chien’s
3,943 inhabitants has claimed it, all
have come to look at it.

The box contains an electric chair, ‘

designed for human executions.

This is Really
a Mixed Train

Transporting the contents of a 10-
roomed farmhouse, together with six
horses, 81 cattle, 13 calves, turkeys,
chickens and ducks, tumbrels, petrol
engine, ploughs, innumerable other
farm implements and such equipment
as wire netting, hurdles and weighing
machines, a special train left Dereham,
Norfolk (England), recently for Staines,
Middlesex, 140 miles distant.

Altogether nine trucks of implements,
four covered wagons, two horse boxes,
eight special cattle boxes, two con-
tainer wagons and six fitted cattle
wagons were required to handle the
traffic.

And five adults, two children and a
dog travelled in a passenger coach
on the train.

Honest
Traveller

The Stationmaster at Finsbury Park
(England) recently received a letter
enclosing 5/6, representing payment
of a railway fare to Peterborough about
the year 1881,

The writer, who was anonymous,
referred to the courtesy of the officials
at King’s Cross, and apologised for the
late payment.

The third-class single fare to Peter-
borough is now 9/7.

Not So
Fast

You can travel by train from the
Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean in
100 minutes—provided you travel via
the Panama Railroad.

The train runs between Panama,
on the Pacific coast of the Canal Zone,
and Colon, a distance of 48 miles.

TOUR RUSHE

LL vacancies in the Easter Holi-
A day Tour party were filled more

than a month ahead. Because of
limitations of hotel accommodation,
the size of the party was restricted to
539, It is a tribute to the holiday
value of these tours that of this number
no fewer than 15 were members of a
similar tour at Christmnas.

Father of Hig}:-“
Pressure Loco.

Trevithick’s Centenary

HIS month is the centenar)
Tfhe death of Richard Trevith

the man who had the courag:
it was called ‘' foolhardiness 7  at
time—to use steam pressures approc
ing 100 [b. to the square inch w
normal  practice favored only o»
tecentieth this pressure.

VHIS bold step was the first =

'1 most important of the advar

leading to the practical stes
locomotive, and of high steam press
being the direct way to a light :
compact machine.

Like many innovators, Trevit
was accorded few honors in his
time, but his influence is now fel:
have played a most important ;
in overcoming the conservatism
early nineteenth century engineers

He will be honored this year by
erection of memorials at his b
place (Pen-y-daren) and near Eus
road where he ran locomotives.

Today, incidentally, high pressure [
motives in some parts of the world
working with boiler pressures of m
than 400 ib. to the square inch.

Railway Tours for

QOverseas Visitors

O-OPERATING with the Brs
shipping companies which
selling round-trip tickets to =

tralia and return aboard the

steamer, the Victorian, New &
Wales and Queensland railways
offering inclusive tours between [
bane and Melbourne, linking in
the sailing schedules of the ships.

pursers are acting as agents of
railways and are taking bookings
travel from Brisbane to Sydney, [
bane to Melbourne, or Sydne;
Melbourne.

Among the features offered on
through journey, which is made
the North Coast route through
South Wales, are motor trans
from Tweed Heads to Murwillum
a day at Canberra with sightse
motor excursion, and three da:
Mt. Buffalo National Park with n
travel from Albury zia Hume Re
voir to The Chalet.

The first of the passengers trave
under this arrangement were b
on board the ‘* Otranto ” recent!

State-owned Railway

OVIET Russia, with 47,869
has easily the biggest mileas
State-owned railways in the v

Germany is second with 33,435 1
and India (31,218) beats Aus:
(26,740) for third place.

Canada has 23,218 miles and *
there is a big drop to Brazil,
14,948,
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i of Bendigo, on the 16th; Fitter-in-Charge W, |

i

Personal Postscript

Veteran Ticket Seller

FOR forty ycars, Dan Matthews has watched
the ebb and flow of passengers around
Spencer-street’s booking windows. He saw
the station’s passenger revenue grow from
£298,000 in 1393-94—which included parcels,
mails, etc.—to £333,000, for passengers only,
during 1926-27, and he is now retiring from
the position of chief booking clerk. He came
to the railways from the wilds of Maryborough
when the first State-wide call went out for
juniors in 1885, Booking clerk at Essendon
was his first job and, when the first district
superintendents were appointed the following
vear, he went to Stawell as d.s.’s clerk. The
railway through to Serviceton, connecting with
the South Australian line to Adelaide, was
completed in 1837 and Dan went to Nhill
until 1893. His next move was to Spencer-
street where he has since remained, with the
exception of about 32 months when he was
chief booking clerk at Flinders-street. Guns
and pointers have been hobbics throughout
his life. —C.N.

Tourist Ambassador

CHAS. WEETMAN, of the Betterment and
Publicity Board, has just left for New
Zealand where he will represent the Australian
National Travel Association for three months.
Not yet 23 years of age, he thus becomes Aus-
tralia’s youngest tourist ambassador. His
literary ability, demonstrated during his
association with the ' Victorian Railways Maga-
zine’’ and the *‘ News Letter,” combined with
his knowledge of the Commonwealth’s worth-
while beauty spots derived during his extensive
travels, has well equipped him for the job
of fostering tourist travel from the sister-
Dominion. -—D.B.

April Birthdays

DRIVER A. Pevitt and Cleaner A. McMillan,
both of Benalla, and Stationmaster I. J.
Bradford of Derrinallum, on the first ; Frank
Coombes of the Live Stock and Bookstalls
Manager E. J. Letcher, on the second ; Clerk
Edward Rosman of the Way and Works and
i‘rank Adams of the Secretary’s branch, on the
third ; Shunter E. Pitcher of Geelong and
Works Foreman A. S. Guilfoyle of Dimboola,
on the fourth; Manager S. H. Evans of
Spotswood workshops and Yard Porter J. IV
Coffey of Woodend, on the sixth; Fares Clerk
J. H. Reilly and Loco. Running Officer W.

E. Maynard of Benalla, on the eighth; Pym
Goode” of Room 10, on the ninth; Com-
missioner N. . Harris on the 1lUth;
Train Lighting Inspector W. A. Chipper,

Operating Porter J. W. Leversha of Glenroy
and Driver H. C. Madder of Mornington, on
the Ilth; Train Examiner A. J. Cole of
Korumburra, on the 12th ; Driver T. Pearce
of Geelong, on the t4th ; Electric Train Driver
John Gau%t of Jolimont, Inspector of Ironwork
W. Watson, Guard R. Roberts of Korumburra
and Asst. Stationmaster W. G. Wilson of
Officer, on the 15th; Fitter's Asst. J. Thyne

i
i

A. O’'Shea of Newport, Officer-in-Charge
George Farrelly of the Spotswood Store, Depot
Foreman B. P. Cock of Seymour and Clerk
R. Stephens of the Trans. staff office, on the
13th ; VYard Foreman R. l.ong of Mclbourne
Yard, lLeading Porter G. L. ‘Tolliday of
Warragul, Train Examiner G. E. Harns of
Ballarat, Signalman J. M. Davisdon of Waubra
Junction and Storeman E. J. Cooper of ‘'raral-
gon, on the 19th ; Sales Officer H. D). Agg of
the Stores branch and Fitter H. J. Feore of
‘Traralgon, on_the 20th; Stationmaster Geo.
Johnson of Flinders-street, Comptroller of
Stores W. D. Morgan, Clerk W. J. Thompson
of '[raralgon and Rcpairer J. McD. Bowden
of Waaia, on the 2lst; Yard Supervisor G.
Calder of Newport Goods, on the 22nd;
Cleancr G. Tweddle of State Mine and Shunter
W. MecCrorey of Melbourne Yards, on the
23rd ; Jack Ramsay of the dining car depot,
Train Examiner J. P. Desmond of the Car and
Wagon Shops and Guard ]. S. Long of Wo-
donga, on the 23th; Stationmaster E. W.
Parker of Crovdon, on the 2fith; Train
Despatcher .0 L. Reid of Maryborough,
Acting Chicf Engineer of Railway Construction
F. W. Box and Signal Adjuster J. H. Mills
of Bendigo, on the 27th; Signals Engineer
S. P. Jones and Driver F. Bacon of Geclong,
on the 2dth: and Leading Shunter G. W,
Franklin of Maryborough, on the 29th. —A.L.

Figuratively Speaking

ORTY-SEVEN years continuous associa-

tion with railway figures will stand behind
William Williams [Eilis, when he retires from
the ‘Accountancy branch early this month.
Commencing his railway career as junior clerk
in the Audit branch early in 1336, he learnt
the routine work thoroughly on his way to
take control of interstate scttlements from the
beginning of 1915, Promotion to audit in-
spector followed 18 months later and, in an
acting capacity, ta chief clerk in 1927, Since
the amalgamation of the Audit and Accountancy
branches a couple of vears ago, he has been
in charge of the statistical division. W

—X.7Z.

Veteran Cloak-room Man

NOTHER veteran who began his railway
career as lad porter but who followed a
different route to the retirement age 1s Cloak-
room Porfter Samuel Wilson of Spencer-street.
Appointed in 1333, he went to Spencer-street
as porter in 1903 and became checking porter

there in 1912,  After eighteen months, he
transferred to the parcels office as parcels
porter.  Since 1930, the cloak room kept him

busy until his retirement last month.  —J. M.

Box Hill Identity

ELECTRIC Suburban Guard Donald Arm-
strong, who has been running trains on the
Box Hill linc for the past 21 vears, is about to
retire. His railway service dates back to 138¢,
when he linked up as lad porter.  Since 1909
he has been associated exclusively with subur-
ban trains, three years with headquarters at
Flinders-street preceding his transter to Box
i —K.

‘Che Mielbourne Induétrial Dental Clinic

F. C. Turner, G. H. Turner -

Surgeon Dentists

Dental Surgeries - Children’s Clinic - X-Ray Salon

Chiropodist’s Salon -

Optical Salons -

Ladies’

Hairdressing and Toilet Salons

Highest Class Treatment at . ..
50 per cent. under Ruling Rates

For Particulars apply to
your Union Secretary or
Shop Steward

Address :

9 Bourke Street East

(Next Windsor Annexe) Mielbourne, C1
'Phone: F5393

- Uncle Sam Stocktak

P

ARTICULARS of the oper
tions of the Class 1 railroaz
(those with an annual oper

ting revenue of more than a mill:

dollars) of the United ‘States

America for 193], are just to ha

from the Bureau of Railw
Economics in Washington. 7T
colossal figures recorded (=

reckoned here on the norm
basis of five dollars to the pous
indicate the great importance

the railway industry of 1t
country.
HE property investment,
cluding track, equipment,

terjals and cash, total
£5,248571, 224 ; 242 175°83 mile
raillway were operated ; oper:z
revenue amounted to £837 668
and operating expenses to £ 644,714

representing an operating ratic
76:97 per cent.
Net  operating revenue

£103,125570, or a return of 2

Grapes By 7the :Ijo

No fewer than 10,000 cartor
grapes were sold at metropolitan
way frurt stalls during the first
night that they were placed on
and, ai the time of going o ¢
excellent sales were being maintair
cent. on this property investmen:

There were 1,258,719 emplove

Tons of paving freight ca
totalled 1,605,034,171 and passer
aggregated 596,390,924, Goods
hauled an average of 192766 mile:
ton, and the revenue earned aver
1051 cents a ton a mile. Pass
journeys averaged 36°71 miles,
2513 cents was the average revs
per passenger mile.

Rolling  stock comprised 37
locomotives, 50,747 passenger
2,229,845 freight cars, and liC
service vehicles. The carrying cas
of all freight cars averaged 47 tor

Last Mile Post
HENRY DOODT
AFTER 42 years' service as a Dillpos
the Ballarat line, Harry Dood:
recently.

He first wielded a brush for the Aust-
Advertising Co. in 1890, and in the fc
year joined the staff of Nathaniel [.evi &
the lcssees of Victorian Railways adve
When, in 1023, the Railways Adv
Division supplanted the Railways & (
Company, Billposter H. Doodt was
twenty on the payvroll

In and around Ballarat, he was not

his charitable disposition, and was
Governor of the local Orphanage.

The V.R. News Letter is
the Victorian Railways Conrmissioners :
ratlwavman in the service. Personal pa
and oiher brief succinet contributions s
addressed to the Editor, Betterment and |
Board, Head O ffice.

Whollv set up and printed in Auwu
the Victorian Railways Printing Works. L
street, North Melbourne. for the Pub!
The Victorian Railways Commissioners
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The Month’s Topic k

Grasping
the Nettle. ..

AILWAYMEN are vitally
terested in the recommendations |
of the special committee which

was appointed by the Minister for
Railways to inquire into the vexed
subject of railway assets, depreciation
and over-capitalisation. The commit-
tee, which comprised Mr. E. V. Nixon,
a well-known public accountant, and
Messrs. E. C. Eyers, Secretary for
Railways, and T. F. Brennan, Comp-
troller of Accounts, presented its
unanimous views last month for con-
sideration by the Government.

in-

So that the railways capital account
may represent live and productive
assets only, the committee recommends
that £29,623,032 be transferred from
the Railway Capital Account, reducing
the amount at debit from £75,498,032
(at June 30 last) to £ 45,875,000,

Extra Million

The amount which it is recom-
mended should be transferred is,
roughly, one million pounds more

than the estimate of accrued physical
depreciation accepted by the committee,
but by writing off the increased amount
the capital debit of the railways would
be reduced to a figure which would
enable the rathvays to pay 4 per cent,
in a normal year.

The committee further recommends
that an amount of £630,000 should
be provided each year for depreciation
and for reserve, and that adequate
depreciation should be allowed on all
assets acquired in future.

The recommendation as the
amount of capital to be transferred
is on a basis which makes provision
for the Treasury being relieved of pay-
ments for the loss on non-paying
and for loss as a result of the
on certain

to

lines,
reduction of 10 per cent.
agricultural freight.

Provision for amortising the capital |
debt transferred to the State’s general
account, the committee suggests, could |
be made either by applying any avail-
able surplus on operations or out of
the general revenue of the State. It
considers that the obligations should
be assumed by the general taxpayer }

and not borne in the shape of increased
freights and fares by future users of
railway facilities.

A reserve fund of at least £1,000,000 |
should be built up before any railway
surpluses, in excess of the estimated
net income of normal vyears,
applied as contributions to the national
debt smkmg fund.

were

A Ra11way Scrapbook

“ Queer things done
Where railways run.”

This Is Really
Two-way Traffic

In Montana (U.S.A.), there is 2
30-mile stretch where the tracks of
the Northern Pacific and the Milwau-
kee railroads run side by side, within
a few hundred yards of each other,
but where trains leaving the same
town on the two different roads and
heading for the same destination run
in exactly opposite directions.

When a west-bound Milwaukee
train leaves Lombard, it runs almost
due south along the west bank of a
creek. A west-bound train on the
Northern Pacific, however, moves
directly north on the creek’s eastern
bank.

But both trains arrive at Butte.

The answer to the reason for this
apparent paradox 1s ‘‘ mountains.”

Popular with
Business-men

From Manhattan (New York), the
Florida Year-Round Club’s special
train runs weekly to Miami with an
orchestra, a gyvmnasium, a miniature
pool for pretty girls in bathing suits,
a hostess, and a bridge professional.

Passenger Conductor
Is “ His Excellency ”

Thomas J. O’Malley,
train conductor with the Chicago
and North-Western Railway Co.,
U.S.A., has been elected to the office
of lieutenant-governor of the State of
Wisconsin.

His Excellency the conductor has
been a railwayman for 44 vears. His
term of high office is for two years.

a passenger

Hotham He1ghts Under Railway Control

ONTROIL. of Hotham Heights,

a substantial stone building at

the summit of NMt. Hotham, has
been taken over by the Railways
Department, by arrangement with the
Country Roads Board. It will be
conducted by the Refreshment Ser-
vices branch in conjunction with The
Chalet, Mt. Buffalo National Park and
The Bungalow, NMt. Feathertop.

Hotham Heights is situated in the
centre of Australia’s finest snow sports
area. The snow is suitable for ski-ing
for five months of the year, and there

|

|

London Ladles Book
for Central Australia

THE first bookmgs for the winter tov.‘
to Central and North Australia

completed last week when two lad.:v
from London cabled their acceptance ¢
a 28-day tour from Sydney and return

EGINNING their journey
Sydney on July 17, the; v
travel by rail wia Melbour

Adelaide and Oodnadatta to the r
head at Alice Springs.

From Alice Springs, the tour
be continued northward by motor ¢
paralleling the overland telegrapt
line as far as Tennant’s Creek, :
miles from Alice Springs. On rew
to Alice Springs, the party will tra
due west to Hermannsburg Miss
Station and Palm Valley, one of :
show-places of Central Australia.

Altogether, 17 days will be spe
in Centrai and North Australia. I
party will sleep out of doors.

The all-inclusive price of the t
from Sydney and return will be /=
and from Melbourne £76. Additic
tours listed for the coming wi
season will commence from Adelz
to Central Australia on July
({47 /10/-) and to Darwin on Aug
3 (L67).

Morkalla’s Challenge

OW that the claims of eigh

class stations for victory In @

Highest Revenue Stakes h
been settled, Travelling Stationmas
H. ]J. Lennon, of the Morkalla lin
prepared to back the performance
his stations last year against the rec
of any other stations ‘up to °
class.”

Revenue from the Morkalla
stations for 1932 was £61,577.
cember’s earnings were more
£6,000 ahead of that month’s :
in 1931,

Mr. Lennon points out that
supervises 11 stations scattered &
59 miles of line. On his heaviest
he discharged 19 tons 7 cwt. in
goods. ‘‘ Can recommend this !
he says, ‘‘for anyone who wan:
get a practical insight into all ph
of railroading—and also weight-re:
ing [

are some magnificent runs for es
skiers—some of them miles in ex:
Renovations are in progress a:
hospice and it is expected that, u
railway administration, Hotham He
will be developed into a very por
winter resort.
—

NEW SUBURBAN TIMETAE

Featuring the meny alterations
have been effected in the services
last issue, the new suburban time
folder will be available early
month.
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A—Way!

THE news that Staff Clerk Dave Way, of
| the Way and Works Branch, has retired
after 46 years’ service will set many thousands
I of tongues wagging reminiscently between the
Murray and the sea, for the genial great-
hearted veteran was one of the best-known
radywaymen in the service. He spent all but
two years of his long career in the Way and
Works branch, transterring after a short term
as booking clerk at Stawell. Xteen years at
Flinders-street preceded his year term in
the Staff Office, which he joined in 1903.
Sixteen years later he was appointed Staff
Clerk. Right throughout his career, he was
a helper of lame dogs over stiles, and no
deserving cause ever lacked his enlhualaﬂlc
< support. Perhaps his most notable charitable
work was on behalf of the Lord Mayor’s Fund,
when "he obtained special leave of absence
and toured the countrv on behalf of the Queen
of the Railways. His former associates have
tendered him a smoke-night, and later there
will be a presentation of a more general
character. ‘['he women office cleaners in head
office could not let him go without arranging
a special function in recognition of the kindly
consideration which he had always extended
to them. His friends say that an added
pleasure in his retirement would be the 1933
premiership for Carlton football c¢lub of
which he is an ardent supporter. —H.D.B.

Decade at Ouyen

HE transfer of Operating Porter Wally

Evans to Clyde deprives Ouyen of one
of its most popular citizens. He was actively
associated with all local social and sporting
affairs, and was tarewelled at a special function
arranged by the district residents, who pre-
sented him with a wallet of notes. His de-
parture [eaves a vacancy for captain in the
local railway cricket team, the members of which
intend giving Wally a memento of his services
to the club. He joined the Department in
1923, and spent the whole of the first decade
of his service at Quyen station. —A.H.

May Birthdays

GUARD H. Fisher of Marvborough, on the
| first; Rolling Stock Accountant W. J.
Bustelli, Ganger R. ]J. James of Warragul and
Lighter-up ]. Headland of Benalla, on the
second ; Discipline Board Chairman H. W.
Clark and Distribution Enginecer W. Steiger,
on the third; Jack Barrie and Fred FFewster
of the Fransporlauon Despatch, on the tourth ;

Driver Jack Clarke of Hmdelberg, on the fifth ;

Signalman W. W. Ferguson of I\ensmgton
on the sixth; Chairman of Commissioners
Harold W, Clapp and Ganger ‘I'. Doran of
Bendigo, on the seventh ; Shunter A, J. Miller
of Melbourne Yard and Flreman] H. Bagley
of Wodonga, on the eighth ; S.M. Dick Stani-
street of Maffra, on the ninth; Porter W. P.
Byrne of Warrnambool, Leadmg Shunter
R. E. Hayden of Dandenong and Fireman F. G.
Blake of Portland, on the 10th ; Goods Guard
F. G. Brown of Ballarat, on the {1th; Bruce
Longfield of the T'raffic, on the 12th; Works
Foreman R. Svme of Dendigo, Workshops
Manager Harry James of Jolimont and Yard
]—oreman ] O’Dea of Melbourne Yald on the

" Personal Postscript—

13th ; Driver A. l.ambden of Seymour, Works
Foreman W. Pullen of Geelong, Guard J. S.
Reece of Korumburra and Stationmaster J. R.
Dempster of Moriac, on the l4th; Guard S,
Craig of Tallangatta, on the lith; Passenger
Guard ]J. P. Cape of Wodonga and J. D. l.aird
of the Stores, on the I6th; Special Officer
Ern. Hawken of the Traffic and Enginemen’s
Instructor ‘I'ed Burnell of North Melb. Loco.,

on the 17th; Clerk Joe Maher of Dnndenong,
on the 18th; Works Foreman H. Wilson of
Wangaratta, on the 19th; Packer W. R.
Checucci of Bendigo, on the 20th; Guard
Frank Woodford of Ballarat, on the 2lst;
Yard Foreman Alex Robinson of Melbourne
Yard, J. A, Mactaggart of the Accounts branch
and Norman Opie of the W, and W. stafl office,
on the 22nd; W. and W. Shops I \/lﬂnnner
P. R. leshe, Driver C. W. Bullock of liendigo
and Signalman J. V. Smith ot Spencer-street,
on the 24th: Station Director H. Kidd of
Spencer-street, on the 2ith; l.es. Timewell,
secretary to the Lhmrmﬂn on the 27th ; Yard
Fareman Jim Darcy of Bend)go and W. and W.
Engineer J. J. Montgomery, on the 23th:
Overhead Supt. G. S. Scott, on the 29th;
Asst. Engineer W, J. Uren of lhe W, and W,

on the 30th; and Driver 'T. A. Williams of
Traralgon, on the 31lst. —A.
Pass King

ILL HEALTH——of brief duration, his many
friends hope—has caused the retirement of
Mr. Alex. Macdonald, of the Secretary's
branch, whose association with the Department
began in 1339 when he was located at Ballarat,
succeedmxz later to the position of station-
master’s clerk under the late John Wother-
spoon. In 1900, his copper-plate penmanship
led to his selection as a precis writer on Secre-
tary’s files which was the practice until a
little more than a decade ago. He was sub-
sequently in charge of the Pass division of
the branch. He leaves the service as his son,
D. L. Macdonald, formerly an engineer in the
Electrical anmeenng Branch, commences
his special training at Ballarat for the position
of district superintendent. Had father re-
maincd in the service until his 65th birthday,
he would have had the distinction of being the
only Victorian railwayman whose son was
working with him in the service as a district
superintendent. —B.

Photo. Artist

AS one of the three judges who selected
the photographs in” the current Inter-
national Photographic Exhibition in Melbourne,
Railway Photographer Howieson was
called upon to review and appraise, critically
and artistically, more than 400 entries repre-
senting every branch of photography, and
submitted by leading photographic artists,
not only throughout Australasia, but also in
Eng)and Canada, India, U.S.A., Italy, Bel-
ium, Spain, Por[ugal and Czecho-Slovakia.
%evcral of Mr. Howieson’s own private photo-
graphs were chosen for the Exhibition by
his fellow-judges. In his rambles with the
camera, Mr. Fowieson has taken pictures in
practlca\lv every corner of Australia, and his
photographic skill and artistry have furnished
the Victorian railways with the most compre-
hensive collection of Victorian scenic pictures
in the State. —J].5.

C(fhe Melbourne Industrnal Dental Cllmc

F. C. Turner,G. H. Turner -

Surgeon Dentists

Dental Surgeries - Children’s Clinic - X-Ray Salon

Chiropodist’s Salon -

Optical Salons -

Ladies’

Hairdressing and Toilet Salons

Highest Class Treatment at . .
50 per cent. under Ruling Rates

For Particulars apply to
your Union Secretary or
Shop Steward

Address :
(Next Windsor Annexe) Mielbourne, C1

9 Bourke Street East

"Phone : F 5393

Au Revorr .

OFFICER@ of the Melbourne Yard,
Supt.’s division and Head Ofﬁce o
the Railways Institute on a recent Sar.

evening to say ‘‘ Au revoir "’ to Mr. T.
Cox, Supt. of Goods Train Service,
retirement from the service after 50

service was mentioned in last month's
Letter. The guest was presented w
wallet of notes as a mark of esteem and .
tion, and all speakers made reference :
sterling qualities as an administrator :
man. A feature of the evening was ti
musical program arranged by Mr.

Wotherspoon, =

Celebrated

OY GORDON of the Secretary's be

celebrated his marriage last mons
securing his degree of Bachelor of Com=
at the University. At the age of 26, he
privileged to add B. Com., A. FIA, -
name, the latter distinction being obtav
21, when he qualified as an accountan:
was also gazetted as a captain in the =
forces on his wedding day. Roy has
railwayman since 1922 when he join
Electrical Engineering branch, coming *
Secretary’s branch in t9206. -

Last M11e Post

JOHN MELLIAR COLES

I'TH the recent death of Mr. J. M.

former Superintendent of Station Ses
yet another link with early railroading *
in this State has been severed. He wu
emplove of the Hobson’s Bay Company.
he joined in 1876, and transferred
Government railways when the Con
relinquished control.

He was a clerk for six years and was st
at Richmond at a time when the railway
were on the level of Swan-street. In
he was appointed stationmaster at Bc
subsequently joining the relieving
Fifteen years of relieving work took
many parts of the State, and he had a 1
Chief Passenger Clerk at Ballarat. H
standing ability won him the post ¢
Clerk of the Transportatlon branch ir
and upon the retirement of the late Mr
Barber, he stepped into the position of S
v.cndem of Station Services from wt
retired in 1923, thus completing 47 ve
railway service.

An ‘active worker in the cause of ¢
Mr. Coles was also untiring in his ef
promote a closer social contact between r
men, and was one of the promoters
annual cricket matches which were
for many vears between head office 2=
relieving staff.

There was a representative gathering
funeral, including many leading officers
Departmem as well as former associat
had retired from the service.

Himself the son of a stationmasic
Coles has left a widow and a family,
whom are employed in the Departmc

JAMES J. SMITH

ANOTHER old rail\vay pioneer wt
last month was Mr. J. J. Smith, w
just retired from the SE,l‘\'lCL He was
known and popular figure in the Mc
goods sheds, and had had experienc
guzrd in xhe Queensland railway sen

The circumstances of his marriac
romantic and unusual. He had left \¥
Queensland in April, 1873, at exactly t
time as his future wife (Miss Margaret
had left Scotland for New Zealan:
Smith later visited New Zealand with |
and met Miss Connor who became |
while his sis(er marricd Miss Connor’s

The V.R. News Lelter is lssued mon
the Victorian Railways Commissioners
ratlwavman in the service. Personal pa
and other brief succinct contributions s
addressed to the Editor, Betterment and
Bomd Hmd Oﬂice

V\’hollv set up and prmted in Aus
the Victorian Railways Printing Works, |
street, North Melbourne, for the Pub
The Victorian Railways Commissioners
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- The Month’s Topic |
The Cut in
Wool Freights

YHAT the matter of a 25 per cent.
’I cut in freights on  wool,

announced last month, was one
of policy for consideration by Cabinet
was emphasised by the Minister for
Railways (Mr. Menzies), when he
pointed out that any loss resulting
the reduction must be made
by the Treasurer.

rail

from
good

Prima facie, the loss in revenue by
the substantial reduction in wool rates
should be something over £50,000,
but Mr. Menzies hopes that it will be
the means of arresting the drift of
wool traffic to the road, and probably
of recapturing some of the diverted

business.
Mr. Menzies said that Cabinet had
given some consideration to the

question of freights on primary pro-
ducts generally, but at present the
finances would rot permit more than
a reduction on wool. It was perhaps
not clearly understood that in some of
the largest items of railway traffic, it
was nbdt possible to the
business by reducing freights. For
example, all the wheat moved was
transported by rail, and a reduction in
wheat rates therefore would not get
any big business. It would
therefore be apparent that a reduction
in wheat freights by 25 per cent.,
while perfectly justifiable, and indeed
reasonable, on logical grounds, would
involie net loss in revenue of
£250,000, which the Treasurer, having
tegard to the present state of the
finances, was in no position to provide.

Live stock was another that
would naturally suggest itself as calling
for a reduction, but again he must point
out that there was very little loss of
business on live stock, and a reduction
of 25 per cent. in the rates would
involve the Treasurer the pro-
vision of approximately £140,000.

At the
Government
pelled, through
necessity, to limit the reduction to
the one item which was financially
manageable and in relation to which
a reduction of freight would definitely
assist the railwavs and preserve its

mcrease

maore

a

item

in

the
com-

moment, therefore,

was reluctantly

sheer financial

business.

V.R. NEWS LETTER

A Railway Scrapbook  THIS CENSUS HABIT

“ Queer things done
Where railways run.”’

Killed by
Hidden Pistol

Death in the line of dutv—but in
a most unusual form—recently befell
W. H. Roberts, veteran Illinois
Central railway guard, (U.S.A)).

He was shot in the left lung by a
pistol stored in a trunk he was handling
on a train near Manchac.

Heel-ah
and Ah-ho

Easterners going west for the first
time in America, have never been
known to pronounce correctly the
names of two terminal cities on one of

the Southern Pacific’s feeder lines in
Arizona.

These cities are Gala and Ajo, the
first pronounced Heel-ah and the
second Ah-ho.

One Way to
Meet the Girl
Arthur Whipkey, of Uniontown,

Pa. (U.S.A), decided the other night
that he would drive over to his girl’s
home in a steam locomotive.

The railway staff at the local depot
of the Baltimore and Ohio Co., finally
convinced him that stealing a loco-
motive is not permitted, but not until
Arthur had derailed one locomotive
and made valiant efforts to remove
another from the round house.

Direct Wheat Haul
HE practicability of running
heavy wheat trains through from
Donald to Geelong without dis-

turbing the loading en route was
successfully demonstrated last month,
when a 52-truck train covered the
journey of 166 miles in approximately
12 hours.

The load of 1100 tons, consisting
mainly of wheat, was hauled by two C
class locomotives over the heavy grades
to Ballarat, where one C class, with
another as banker, took the load to
Warrenheip, from which point one C
class locomotive alone completed the
journey to the seaboard at Geelong.

Many of the trucks were equipped
with automatic couplers.

Hitherto, a similar load was railed
in three stages—Donald—Maryborough,
Maryborough-Ballarat, and Ballarat—
Geelong—necessitating the changing
of locomotives and a considerable
amount of additional marshalling of
the trucks at Marvboiough and Ballarat.

The test definitely established

an avenue for increasing the ton

miles per engine hour in traffic

service, which is the all-embrac-

ing figure and the measuring rod
of goods train operation.

— —

The third annual Buffalo Chalet
Cabaret Ball will be held at Wattle
Path Palais, St. Kilda, on July 1I.
Tickets, obtainable at Tourist Bureau,
cost 12/06,

Fune, 14

N Sunday, July 2—two days af:

the Commonwealth takes

national census—the Victor:
Railways will take a LCepartmen:
“census ' of all rolling stock e

road motor vehicles and of all whee
axles, screw couplings and link chai-
Sunday 1s always chosen for
rathway count—which 1s a three-y:
and not a ten-vear job—because 1t
the one day when practically all of -

rolhing stock is idle, and theref
more readily available for accur
checking.

»

The present registered populat

of the V.R. rolling stock family
24,189 vehicles.

+—

Train Stop Costs 5/-

Every time a steam train
stopped at a signal, 5/- is adds
to working expenses without as
corresponding advantages in r
venue.

1HIS figure represents a num
’]: of items, principal of wh

are —
1. 'I'he wear and tear on brake gear and ty»

2. The possibility of the boiler blowing
steam because the enginemen

not been prepared for the unexpe

stop—this represents a loss of fu

an
additional amount of fuel neces
to restart the train and to attain
would have been the normal mon
tum at that particular point.
There is also the possibility
passengers or freight will be delz
by the first delay affecting the sc
duled crossings with other trains s
thus resulting in a series of de
along the line.

e e
New Plant for Mine
XTENSIVE modifications are
present being effected to the pe

station at the State Coal Mine, Wontha
This mine is probably more hip

electrified than any other coal mins

Australia, and the new plant whick

being provided should result in

siderable operating economies,

ONTHAGGI State Mine
supplied with electricity :
its own power station, wk

incidentally, also supplies power
Jight to the town.

The present modifications inc
the substitution of a modern tur
for two of the 2U-year-old engine
This turbine has a speed of 5,000 -
per minute, compared with the s
of 333 revs. of one of the old eng

Eight venerable Lancashire b
are being replaced by two water »
boilers of modern type, equippe:
Lurn duff coal in pulverised form

New coal handling plant and
bunkers will also be provided.

b

King's Birthday Mystery H:

Another mystery hike wil
conducted by the Government Tc
Bureau on King’s Birthday holidz

3. The
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We Find Australia

CHARLES H. HOLMES, formerly chair-
man of the Betterment and Publicity
Board, and now Director of the Australian
National Travel Association, has just had
his book ‘‘ We Find Australia’’ published
Describing in

in London.
entertaining
impressions of

style

menting the

tralians who wish to know more about
Incidentally, we liked

their own land.

the story of the recently arrived monk at

New Norcia (W.A.), a Spaniard who,

struggling with the idioms of an

unaccustomed tongue, laid down the !
precept : ‘“ To love God is good, but not ever to be agpnmled
to love God is crook.”—H.D.IB. Mr. Maddern’s

Three of a Kind

PROMINENT in League football adminis-
tration this year will be three Victorian
railwaymen—Dick Mullaly, of the Melbourne
Thomas,

goods, and Stan.

division, have been re-appointed secretaries of
the South Melbourne and Footscray clubs, and
Jack Lord, of the Transportation branch, will
for the first time occupy a similar post with
Dick’s executive ex-

the St. Kilda club.

|

Signals f

perience and active participation in the game

as a South player for many years has led to

his appointment as one of the three selectors

of Victoria’s team to play in the Australian
later in

Football Carnival

year. Incidentally,

was playing with a League team.

Holding the Ball

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
} remarkable
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

ANOTHER railwayman actively associated
with Victorian League football is Bill
Blackburn of the Accounts branch. i
for the fifth season a field umpire.

umpiring experience

|

} before coming to the League, and was for some

| time president of the Umpires’ Association.
This year, his fellow-umpires in the League,
have paid him the conﬁpllliment of electing him

1

J in ambulance work.

is the leader of the Accounts branch Corps

|

1

as their president.
thusiastic interest

No. 1, which has

represented the

F. C. Turner, G. H. Turner -

ERSONAL,
OSTSCRIPT +

ustralia’s unique tourist
features, gained largely during a.round-
Australia tour last year by rail,
steamer and aeroplane, the book has won
the enthusiastic handclaps of
critics both here and overseas, and has
already run into its third edition.
pictures
outback Australia are included.
primarily intended as a means of supple-
Association’s
publicity campaign overseas,
should make a strong appeal to all Aus-

in Sydney
the News Letter recalls
that it was able last season to publish the names
of 18 Victorian railwaymen, each of whom

with

won the State
championship on twoRoccasxons and has also
V.R.
championship events.—M.B.B.

in_the

[‘ Colac Identity

and

lively
vivid

Colac, 23 years ago.
author's i
railwayman.

car,
men,—P.J.N.
literary

Mowves East
of tropical and
Although

has, under
areas,
district.

extensive

|
|
|
|
Many ‘
\
the book [

Mr,

1920,

New Staff Man

of the just retired, as

spent in

Way and Works.

the
Fune Birthdays

—N.M.B. first

of the Better

Gordon
‘T'rans.
He is
He had the fourth;

the Association

takes an en-

He

also C
on the eighth;

railway

Australian

assumed control
Maddern started in the Mel-
bourne goods sheds and moved to the staff of
the Supt. of Goods Train Service in 1903.
remaining there for 17 years.
ferred to Ballarat as train running officer in
and four vears

Spotswood, on the second;
Farming Train,
Bastian of Room 9, and Depot Foreman J. A,

of Flinders-street, on
Staff Officer

which

V.R. NEWS LETTER

Railwayman Writes Book
—New Staff Clerk
—Football Identities

POPULAR shedman Tom MacTaggart who

recently retired at Colac, joined up as a
porter at Geelong in 1889,
year term at Creswick, and a ]12-year v.rm at
Horsham as shedman.
He was one of the best-
known men in the district, and a most valued
Farewelled at the Colac Rail-
ways [nstitute, he was presented with a wallet
of notes by local citizens and fellow-railway-

He had a four-

Finally he went to

AFTER 13 years at Ballarat, nine of which
he was district supt., Mr. T, H. Maddern
the rearrangement of divisional

of the north-eastern

He was trans-

later became district
supt.—at that time the youngest railwayman
to such
predecessor, at
was Mr. G. Rogers, who is now district supt.
at Geelong.—'1".G.I..

a position.
Seymour,

JACK NORRIS is succeeding Dave Way,
i W. and W.
‘The whole of his 33 years’ service has been
in that branch,
Ballarat, under Supt. Clark in 1898,
ferred to Spencer-street in 1901, he later
began a long association with Engineer of
Way E. H. Ballard, which continued when
the latter was appointed Chief Engineer of
Jack has bceen in the Staft
Office since 1921.—Q.M.

Staff Clerk.

he joined at
‘['rans-

R EPAIRER T. E. BOYLE of Lubeck, on the
Blacksmith E. L. Conquest of

Chas. Mullany
E. E. von

the third ;

R. McClelland, Actg.
Asst. Dist, Supt. C. Wadelton of Ararat, on
Phil Maynard of Trans. branch,
on the fifth ; Driver W. Ludge of Korumburra,
on the sixth ; R.S. Staff Clerk Tom Coulithard,
W.and W. Engineer A. K. Bartel, Les. Barrett
of Room 2, Auditor of Revenue D. H. Falconer,
Bonding Foreman W.
street and Guard J. G. Dick, of Flinders-street,
Boilermaker R. C. Bydder of
Newport, on the ninth ; Guard P. H. Ross of
Melb. Yard, Tom Sullivan, Asst. to Metro.
Supt., and Train Examiner ]J. Robertson of
Maryborough, on_the 10th;
C. D. Elliott of Melb. Yard, on the 1lth;

C. Pain of Flinders-

Goods Guard

Surgeon Dentists

Dental Surgeries - Children’s Clinic - X-Ray Salon

Optical Salons
Hairdressing and Toilet Salons

Highest Class Treatment at . ..

|
J
} Chiropodist’s Salon -
|

50 per cent. under Ruling Rates

9 Bourke Street East
(Next Windsor Annexc) Mielbourne, C1

For Particulars apply to
your Union Secretary or

r Shop Steward

Address :

Ladies’

"Phone: F5393

—_—

—

WHAT IS A RAILWA?
ERHAPS you think

P what a railway is?

We thought we did.
Until we read this recent lea
definition by the August Sups

Court of the Republic of German

Take a deep breath, hold your
on and read briskly :

o RAILWAY is an undertz
suited for repeated mover
of persons or things over

entirely inappreciable stretches of
tance, on a metal basis which, thr
its  consistency, construction
smoothness, is arranged to
possible transportation of heavy we
or the attainment of a relatively
speed of transportation, and thr
this characteristic, together with
natural forces further utilised to :
the transportative movement (s
electricity, muscular activity of an:
or humans, and also with appro;
lie of the roadbed, the own weig:
the transporting container or its
tents) is capable of producing an «
in connection with the operati
the undertaking on the same.”

you
You d»

. —-———
Periodical Tram Tick

Periodical tickets for passe
on the Brighton-St. Kilda el

street railway will be available sh

Depot Foreman W. M. Ross and Yarc
man J. Muller of Geelong, and Porter
Jackson of Benalla, on the 12th; R. S
S. A. Rosier and Boilermaker R. A.
of Traralgon, on the 13th; Advertising
Officer G. P. Mulcahy, on the 14th:
Chief Special Officer ]J. McDowell ané
P. G. Ballantine of Seymour, on the
Porter S. J. Ely of the Metro. relievirg
on the 16th; Book-keeper W. H. Trep
on the 17th; Tireman W. H. Cas
Maryborough, on the 18th; Ldg.
Cleaner C. H. Pevitt of Benalla and =
E. S. Adams of Benalla on the 16th
Wks, Foreman A, F. Caven of Hum
on the 20th; W. and W. Asst
Engineer Arthur Goudy and Guard
Jones of Donald, on the 21st; Statics

. H. French of Huon, on the
Guard A. R. Howlett of Geelong,
23rd ; Works Foreman W. J. O’Cos
Maryborough and Porter T. B. H
Gorae, on the 24th; Bill Brandy of R
and Asst. Claims Agent P. A. Fankhzu
the 25th; Reg. Wotherspoon of
Bureau, Railmotor Engineer T. O.
Fitter C K. McKay of Benalla, on
Prosecuting Officer |. Hennessy, C. P.
of Geelong, Ldg. Shunter C. Rudd ¢
Yard and Sig. Supervr. L. "Tarrant of ~
street, on the 27th: Signalman R. V
Warragul, on the 28th; Guard E. Cs
Ballarat and Signalman H. . C
Bendigo, on the 29th; Actg. C
Fowler of B. and P. Board, actg. Ass
working Officer C. MclIntyre, Pac
Trimmer T. P. Regan of Traralgon an:
Foreman W. ]J. George of Maryborc.
the 30th.—A.L.

The V.R. News Letter is issued me
the Victorian Railways Commissioner: &
ratlwayman in the service. Personal po
and other brief succinct contributions
addressed to the Editor, Betterment anc

t

the Victorian Railways Printing Work
street, North Melbourne, for the Pul
The Victorian Railways Commissioner.
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V.R. NEWS LETTER

Fuly, !

The Month’s Topic

A Record
of Achievement . .. .
HERE is inspiration for all

railwaymen in the comprehen-

sive yet succinet review of
Victorian railway progress contained
in the illustrated brochure, “CA
Record of Achievement,” just issued
by the Commissioners. Railway events
have moved quickly in the past decade,
and a striking panorama of achieve-
ment is surveyed in picture and story
by the brochure.

Passenger, goods and mixed trains
are being run to greatly accelerated
schedules. Electrification has revo-
lutionised the suburban services. Time-
tables punctuality has improved out of
sight.

Plant, equipment and methods have
been modernised—more powerful loco-
motives, larger capacity trucks, better
tracks and road-beds, automatic coup-
lers, automatic staff exchanging and
train control have all been introduced.

Reorganisation of the Newport work-
shops, railway printing works and the
Departmental stores system have re-
alised very substantial improvements
and economies,

The man on the land has been
helped by the Reso. Train, the Better
Farming Train and railway propa-
ganda on behalf of primary industry.

The standard of refreshment, adver-
tising and bookstall services has leapt
ahead.

Co-operation within the service has
been fostered by the establishment of
fuel conservation and safety
mittees, and a board for the considera-
tion of suggestions by the staff for the
betterment of railway working. Busi-
ness methods have displaced red tape.

com-

Finally, the operating results of the
Victorian railways, even in their worst
year, compare more than favorably
with those of other The
return on the capital investment in
1931-32 was 409 per cent., compared

railways.

with 282 per cent. for the amalga-
mated railways of England in 1931,
and 183 per cent. for the Class I
railroads of U.S.A. for the 12 months
ended March 31, 1932 (latest figures
available). . . .

So far have we gone . . . . so much
farther can we go.

A Railway Scrapbook

“ Queer things done

Off Again, Where railways run.”
On Again

As the Erie Railroad’s Atlantic
Express was travelling past South

Cornish (U.S.A)), one day last month,
a sudden burst of steam wafted Driver
Walter Fredericks out of the loco.
cab and on to the ground beside the
tracks.

Picking himself up, he ran to a
nearby farmhouse, was driven to the
Corni:h General hospital and had his
hurts bandaged, then took another car
to Elmira Heights, where he flagged
an approaching train.

It was his own train.

It had run unattended for five
miles before the fireman, who had
sought safety from the steam in the
tender, found that his driver was
missing, stopped the train and got
another locomotive to tow it.

Borrowing
a Locomotive
In Atlantic City (N.J., U.S.A)) the
railway staff were surprised to see a
lone unscheduled locomotive about to
start at 4.30 a.m. one recent morning.
Investigating, they found Elmer Good-
man of Philadelphia at the controls.
‘““Go away!”  he shouted. *‘1I
know how to start locomotives. I’ve
got to get to work in Philadelphia.”
Elmer Goodman went to work for
five days in the Atlantic City jail.

World’s Politest
Traveller

Enjoying a smoke in an American
express train, a passenger from time to
time expectorated with great satis-
faction out of the open window.

The rush of air caused by the fast
flving train wmust have interfered with
his aim, for a tall, lean, quietly-spoken
passenger in the seat behind him touched
him lightly on the shoulder and re-
marked with great politeness : ** Excuse
me, mistah, vou done spit on me four
times, an’ I ain’t said nothin’ about it.
I wouldn’t say mothin' now, cepun’ I
got on my best suit o’ clothes.”’

Miscellaneous Brevities

First broadcast ever arranged from
the Newport Workshops was under-
taken by BLO last month. The
microphone was placed in the new
Forge and, to the musical accom-
paniment of the three huge drop-
hammers, broadcasters interestingly
described the spectacular operations
in the shops.

Two hundred people thoroughly
enjoyed the Mystery Hike conducted
by the Govt. Tourist Bureau on the
King’s Birthday through comparatively
unknown but very beautiful country in
the Riddell district.

Freight rates on basinettes are down.
Folded and accompanying a passenger,
this useful piece of furniture will now
be charged half parcels rates.

FUSTA DRUMMER BO
By C. R. BRADISH
ONE of the latest recruits to °

railway service, I find mys
much in the position of
American, who, hating climbed ab
five hundred feet of one of the lo
slopes of Mont Blanc, declares wit
sort of admiring gasp: ‘‘ Gee, =
is a big job!”
L I I S

To me, suddenly converted fro=
sad and, 1 fear, often indiffer
spectator into, I trust, a relatiw
useful super in the show, the railv
have become something more thas
return ticket and a rush. They n
now not only a livelthood, not «
an escape from the ideational ad
tures of flinty professors, but a
and absorbing business whose hiths
unsuspected phenomena keep me w
eved.

I have to admit that I am wide-¢
In my time I have seen a few of
world’s odd and interesting wondes
for example, Stromboli n erup:
the map of New York from the =
of that amazing needle called
Chrysler Building ; also 1 have he
almost evervthing from Big Ber
the vyells of a Parisian gendas
harshly urging me to postpone
suicide under the whirring motor
the Place de la Concorde—bu:
those experiences, strange in
time, have retired headlong intc
background of my recollection be
the impressive picture of a ser
that moves with a clockwork
matism and embraces activities
which 1 was not previously awar

LI T I

Naturally enough, I am startir
learn, 1 have wrenched my eye :
from the bounding magnificenc
an express engine at full bat, to
cover the sober reality of Nev
and the Reclamation Depot, the sn
efficiency of the various admin
tive departments and the fascin:
mystery and glowing romancs
Yallourn.

If 1 develop a sort of infer
complex before this tremendous s;
of steel and power and energy
find my conception of my virtu
an obviously crude and uninstre
unit of the service shrinking some
as my imagination is seized b
strength and authority, 1 ha
state in explanation that thou:
may be considered matured in
and not wholly uninformed in su
themes, I am as yet only a dru
boy in the army, with-the amis
to get my stripes as time goes on.

* * * * * *

To the veterans around me
may seem an exceedingly naif
fession, but 1 have been stac
into veracity by the size of the ac?
ment, and while the mood is on
must speak my mind.




*MOYS IOI0RN
[BUOIIEUIIIU] 1UIDDI 9yl Fulnp uoniq
-IYx 9yl 1B paysiqeisd sem neaing

ISLINO[, '3A0L) Yl JO Ydouelq Y
o

"INOWASg pue

e[[eUag U2IM1IDQ  SIAIIOWIOD0[  SSEJD

« 3V ,, Ooml £q peojney A[JuIocar sem

urer) siyl ‘Surpeol 1eoym AJUIBWU AN
"SNONIL G, UL SUO) §GG ] PRLLIED BLIOIDIA
ur paIney I9as UIBIl 1S3IABIY YT,
's191dnod
onjgwioine yym paddmmbs arom uten
Furealq-p1022l SIY) U0 SO0 Y} |
‘UBj[EA\ PUB INOWAdG udIMIAG IpeId
9U1 1940 AIess309u Juleq USY) Julpeay
-9[qnop ‘sanowodo| ssepp X, Ue
Aq Inowskag 01 e[EUag wWOI} pajney
SeM (OIYay ‘urell Syl U0 I9m SI[BAA
Jinog MmaN JO SIOLISip uIsyliou dyl
woay 91380 Jo PEIY (O[] UEBYI IO\
*08E So9M 231Ul I]LIIdIAN 10 E[[RUdY
PO Yorym ‘syonn g jo wen v £q
u9leaq UddQ uInjl Ul sey plodal siyfJ,
*IOINISIP UID1SIM-YINOS Y3 Ul SILIIIAN
pUE UBDIOOY I10] 21104 UF BSUOPOAN
1791 Yorym ‘syonn padnoo - A[[ed
-newojne g7 gurstidwod ‘utely J[3ILd
e AQq pomopeysiaao p3us] e
3q 01 ‘ung olaav sulel} XO01SAal]
Jporyaa-gy, ‘IedA Ay ur A IUV
‘uled) Honai-Qg
PJOd2J HO03S 2AIf 1SI3®T B
‘qauowr (o222 paizaad
Juraq 24e duyedl HI03S 2al] pu® spood
ur sprodad a8e[ney mau ‘Judiedde asowr
Surnwonaq st saajdnod onEWOoINE jo
2ouanyjur SuruayiBuaays ayj eyl moN

PIOIY JFAYJouy 12X

— s

ue sg

‘PI/EL
Butaq Asuinof o[iwi-g¢y 9Yl I10j 218f
UOISINOXd ABPIjOY SSR]O-pU0dds Juifiea
-aad uayl ayi “pg/¢r JO Sty uINIAI
oyl 1e—ssaidoad Ul sem OIOM  2IdYMm
ooe[d JuEISIp 1SOW  QUI—[[NUWILLId A
woly auInoqd[\l 01 pdl[eaell  oym
usw gy 243m B3O} SIYl Ul papn|ouj
awn sew
-1S1147) 1B S91E] [BUOISSIOUOD dY3 JO a8e]
-UBADE Y001 ‘SPW0Y 119Y1 0} uiInial o3
J[qE[iea® USW 23 Jo '1udd 1ad zg IO
‘Udw pEr 1BYL MOUS SUINIAL ‘9[qe[lear
194 jou aie pouad Aepying sSury]
ayr 10§ s2in3dy 239]dwod  SpIYAA
RSB EINGAS
usW 9yl IeJ MmOy Id11BW OU Papalddxd
10U sem YoIUm ‘poxXy sem ‘UINIII SSE[O
puodas “pg/er JO 2lp] wnwixew Y
‘spotrod  Aeprjoy 9yl  19a0  saljiuie)
1Pyl uloldar 01 wWaYl J[qeud 0)}—aley
uo1sInoxs deayd sseo puodas Y3 Jo paIyl
-ouo—saie] Mmo] Affeuondaoxs papac
-U0d 2I9M SIdIOM JII[aI pdkojdweun
‘sewnysiiyy) pue If)ses isg[ Suning]
0¢l
CPE/TT C 00T P9/ L P8¢
f0g “pe/e  tsenwW ¢z “Pg/g
T oxam saduelsip jeatdLy 10y SV
‘Aepy[Ol 2Y]) J0J SWOY J12Y3 0} UJIN321 0}
P241SIP oYM ‘SHIOM JII[IT r)a&oldmaun
Jejudwurdaod e uo pa8=3ul ‘udw
10y pua-yaam Aepylarq s 8ury 23 je
2|qe[IEAE 2I2M—3aR] UOISINIXI deayd
SSE[J-PuU0d2S Y3 Jjey—saiey NIVOUVY

SIYION JII[Y
J0,] saie,] uredJeq

‘Anjiqeis pue saurenb Suipi
anordwi 01 9seq [29Yym-Inoy 01 XIS
WOIy Pal1salod osje alam adA1 ianeg

Y], 'PINIdAUCD  L[[BUY  UIG  mOU
9avY  SYONI 1038135110 UOI-C[ 9ZZ
pue  syonal  I0JRIAFLIJAL 23 m-1N0J

‘u0)-g1 2uo-A13Ulu pue paipuny au()
"uolsI3Au0d 13]dnoo

suewoine 1o swwesgold ayy

jo red jueniodwnr Iayjoue jo

uonodwos 8yl mes yuow Sy

sxa[dno) onewoiny

€08 0FF
po[eiol ‘poriad swies 2yl 10j pI[puEy
pue penIwal ysea Fuoeiqud ‘AUl
-IND JUNODOER YL SUIYm ‘TgfreT sem
jdy papua syiuow g1 oy 10j | Sed
01,, pue  pred = ssousng [e10) o)
gunudsardal ‘uiniay aaneredwod SIpy
ASe] YDIBIN 0] 7L8'01F
JO PI0DaI SYIOPRY 1B2Q UEBD SUOIIEIS
SSB[O Yl 1O Ylg AUe IIyIaym mouy
01 sjuem oym ‘syIOpay jo uyos
-UINO0 A 1) “H JIISBWIUOIIRIG WO
st J3us(leyo anuaAdl SV

23ua[[ey) SPIOPARY
P |

"BLI0JDIA JO
wawiAem[res Yy —

‘s Jdyjoue aes

03 3dw2ije droday ue ur AJI[

UMO SIY P2OIJLIdeS ‘yluowr

jse] uonels uoldursudy je
A1np U0 2IYMm ‘oym ‘sury
-u2f jueaq jo Ayowauwr
Suimoayos pue pnoad N

SNIMNI( HdASOf SIDNVYA

WS 20y

151y juedtodwr Aysiy sy u
3ua0 1ad QT ST Pels si 3Byl
uoreIs 1Yo Aue I9YIaym
juowneag I Ym sutol g
-2A9140® 11911 U0 uaw&emlm
Y1 sAIB[MBIBUOD 197707] Si7
‘paInao:
paumoip Apuaredde sy jo u
91 J1OJ SUONBUIIEXd UV
Sutaeg 9y [edoy Sy 1e
[le 219m—si1a110d  om) pus
Qa1 “wrs—pyels  siy pue
ey op 03 syutod  aeaylr;
jJo auowneag ] g IS
-uoneyg opuxd siqeyusnl

syxadxsy pry 3sitg

aseq 1Y) U
ayr jo seordoaad t1y-gper ST
A3 AN 01 I[qe  2q  [iv
19[ey) [{e ‘(paicae) S1 o0y ¢
vz 19[BY]) 9y, WOIj 3Inoi
-oetd s1 38100) 91 03UT JUIISAT

‘uterd 80T Pl
SYo0y Adumig w2 ‘[BIpayls
le] SB UOISUDIX3 PROI H00.ig
3yl £1ed o3 [esodoid e s
*sled
-3uruiny snoreds B sey pu
“[[9M sI uorsualx? Y J, “ux
NS JuLieos 2yl 031 9so[d
-WIOD  S103ISIA - 9Bl 0)  Sdi
YT, 9[qrUd [[Im molegung du:
snuiwial pjo s3t sed peol u:
oYl Jo uoIsuAXd HTINUN
jaed [euoiley
Al 3B SJUdW2A0xduwil  pRIEIie
pue pajjdwod 24e ‘33109
?2Yy3 jo wojljoq 2Y3 o3 doi
jyoel3 papesd-jom ‘yes e
-oaxd 243 pue ‘XrR2p\ 2yj) 2plsic
yooag [BISAID Y3 JO pue UJOH
03 peod jJ21eyD) 24yl jo SNOIS

syudwdAosdw] OfeL

Jusw
-2A914O. SIY} SPIBMO) PIINGLIIUOd Oym
syels dunerado pue sanensiurwpe ay3
uodn 31pa1o 31eard Juuoayal ‘pautelle
A][enioe  sesm UOSBIS 3} Inoy3noiyy
1ute]dwoo 10§ 3$NED SNOLeS Aue wWoly
Arunwiwil 3gy3l pauIdaouod lie o3 K10100)
-sijes A[[eranwu st 31 ., yauow
15P] PIPS ‘SOIIAPOE  S,UOSEdS Oy} JO
MIAAT JATsSUIYaIdWod B Jurpn[ouod ut
€901A19G ulel}, spoo) Jo idng oy,
"sieal
snotaard Jurmp ¢x Y paredwod
‘qauowr tod g% jO o8eIose ue 10 fge
‘westd pue  fgO[ ‘sliqqer ! syonn
8Q[ ‘9S99Y7) 1 SMO[[0] SB pasn 2Iom
$3on41 padl ‘SYIUOW UdAIS Jo polrad
' I9A() sa[qeystiad J19y10 JO 2FeLLILD
31 10j paIsn A[9AISUIIXD OS[B 219m ‘901
yim paplaoid ‘syoniy 101e1adiijoy
‘pasn alem
adAl siyl JO SYONI FRE ‘UOSEIS PIOd
<21 snomaid Syl ‘1g-0geT ul pedl

‘pR[res 2aJaMm 1InJj pue J2))nq jo sannuenb proodoay
*AJ0ISIY "Y'A UT UO0ISEID0 I2Yy)o Aue UO

UeY) uOSeIs ¢ 761

243 Juianp sajqeysiaad w
Jo 3j1odsueay 2yl JOJ pIsn dJam SYONI1 HAYO

SPI0J3Y [[V SYeIg dyjes I 3[qeys

2159M s¥onI rojerdsuyar ]

‘stead 310dxe JO 0UBASAUOD 2
oyjeal

Yyl yarss adoo 03 Ioradas 01U

Osje 219M  ‘suogeam 9Iano[ =
Ateiodwal 1oy paydepe pur
Aqeads ‘syonuy A,

‘SYONI3 DIANO[ LFI[ O 01
Y3 JO 2J0Yym 9yl JO 9sn U
Pa1p1ISSO0U 310dX9 10] SIsED

UBY) 210W JO OBl JINay Ploos

"UOSEIS 15
Fulpuodsaiios sy Fuunp
2198 SPEO[  YOMIl  QO{—P-t

3I9M ‘SpeO] Yonll (¢ 10 ‘su
‘Saam Al 19:0 JUIPUSIXD DL
Jo powad yead syl Juungg
snotaaid oyl sesm UoIym ‘suct
JO  [B103 S, UOSEIS ISB[ ilv
-WI0D  ‘QUINOYIaJAl 03 $211UD
WO1] Pa4asu0d 319m ‘panpayds
239M . SHONA GCG YDIYm 10:
‘19330q JO SUOY (O [‘EF UBYY P

HILLAT SMIN "U'A




V.R. NEWS LETTER

Fuly, 1

Personal Postscript—

Baby Powder

FIRST railwayman to buy—officially—
baby powder, napkins, dolls’ prams,
cots and kindergarten toys is Provedore
Les. C. Brown,
equipping the recently-opened Railway
Nursery at Flinders-street. Les.’s duties
have accustomed him to the ordeal of
shopping in strange surroundings, but
he confesses that thxs particular assign-
ment landed him in some embarassing
positions. He isn't flinching, however,
from the further shopping excursions
into ‘‘ No man’s land’ which will be
necessary to equip the nursery exten-
sions that are now in progress.—H.D.B.

who had the task of in the Department.
the railways in 1884, he was employed on
architectural work for the present railway
head offices at Spencer-street, under the late
Architect T. D. Smith.
association
M.C.E,, he gained one of the prizes awarded
for dESlgnS submitted for the Flinders-street
station buildings.
Associate of the Royal Victorian Institute of
Architects and
Government Engineer of New South Wales

Versatile Pestell

UST retired after nearly half-a-century’s
service, W. and W. Engineer William

Pestell was one of the best known engmeers

Four years after joining

Subsequently, in

with the late Gerard Wight,

In 1890, he became an

later qualified as a Local

and a Municipal Engincer of Victoria. He

Export Expert served in the Australian Imperial Forces
e between 1914-1919, and rose to the rank of
ONE of the busiest of Victorian railwaymen colonel. A water colorist and ctcher of
during the past six months bhas been more  than average ability, he was also
Clerk Bill Brandy of Room 10. For the prominent in Melbourne art circles. He

second successive season, under the direction
of the Supt. of Goods Train Service, he has
planned and co-ordinated the complex goods
train schedules which maintained, with clock-
like precision, the supply of trucks for the
transport of huge quantities of perishables—
record traffic in butter and fruit—for ship-
ment overseas. As a background for this
work, the genial Bill has 29 years of active
rallroadmg as clerk and a.s.m. at Princes-
bridge, Warracknabeal, Serviceton, Quyen and

of his former associates when the
Engineer of Way and Works (Mr.
Ashworth) made a presentation.—E.F.Mcl.

three veteran head porters,
had had more than 20 years of unbroken
service  at

was farewelled at a representative gathering

Chief
J.oM.

Long-Service Trio

UNE 30 was remarkable for the fact that
it was a common day of retirement of
each of whom

one particular station. Arthur

Toorak. He was transferred to Room 10
in 1923.—L.T. McGann was head porter at Flinders-street
for 22 years.fHarry Waugh was ditto at
Maryborough for 23 years, and Sam Welch
4
____Closed ——Ledge (who signed off at Ballaral) was ditto  at

ENIOR Audit Inspector William David-
son recently gave his final ““ O.K.” to
station accounts, when he retired after 48
years’ service. For 20 years he was a
travelling auditor, and during that time he
covered many thousands of miles of railway

Main of Maryborough, on the first;

Ararat for 21 years.—H.P.B
Fuly Birthdays
SUPT. Passgr.

Train Service H. Cooke
Storeman-in-Charge J. H.
Signal-

and Loco.

ack nd ttted o mags thousands ot s |l IO e et
v verhead Inspector A. E. MacMahon, on the
blood, as his father was for many years second ; &'S. Inspr. A. E. Colson of

first-mate on a sailing vessel. It was a
coincidence that William Davidson was in the
batch of permanent appointees in 1883,
which included his present superior officer
Auditor of Revenue D. H. Falconer. The pair
started in Melbourne together under Traffic
Auditor Harold Kent, and received their
appointments as aud]x: inspectors on the

Flinders-street, Goods Agent W. N. Wortley
ag_ddGllzrd J. M. Wright of Dimboola, on the
third ;
and Stationmaster L. G. Bentley of Seddon,
on the fifth ;
the sixth ; Roadmaster C. S. Walsh of Geelong
and Driver W.
the seventh ;

Cleaner W. L. Davis of Mildura

Fitter A, Price of Bendigo, on

McMahon of Woomelang, on
Ganger H. J. Emmett of Woori

same day also.—T.G Yallock, on the eighth; Tourist Bureau
Managcr W. 'T. McConnell, Road Foreman
H. H. Charman of Marybomugh and TFire-

Tramfer

ALF GILMORE, new personal clerk to
Commissioner quns has the unique
distinction of having been, over a period of
seven vyears, personat clerk to three Chief
Mecchanical Engineers — Messrs. A,
Smith, N. C. Harris and A, C. Ahlston
Alf. has bad 22 vears in the rolling stock
pranch, and has worked at the North Mel-
bourne car and wagon shops and the Port
Melbourne and Scymour loco. depots. His
new job includes the secretaryship of the
Central Fuel Conservation committee.—
D.W.

man T. Croucher of Benalla, on the ninth;
Fireman J. V. McNeil of North \/lelbourne
Loco. and Leading Shunter J. A.
Melb. Yard, on the

Baquie of
10th;  Leading Hand
Fitter C. . Rankin of Newport power house,

onthe 11th ; Senior Chemist W. S. Macartney
of \Icwpon

W. & W. Senior Clerk B. F.
Lamb of Bcndlgo and Guard M. T. Cleary
of Numurkah, on the 12th; B. & S. Inspr.
A. W. Murfitt of Flinders-street and Elec.
Mechanic H. J. Whitelock of the overhead

depot, on the 13th; Driver F. A. Chamber-
lain of Maryborough and Asst. Photographer

Andy Reid, on the 14th; Fireman H. L.

‘Ghe Mlelbourne Indus

F. C. Turner, G. H, Turner

Dental Surgeries - Children
Chiropodist’s Salon -
Hairdressing and

Highest Class Treatment

Optical Salons -

trial Dental Clinic
- Surgeon Dentists
’s Clinic - X-Ray Salon

Ladies’
Toilet Salons

at . ..

50 per cent. under Ruling Rates

Address :

For Particulars apply to
your Union Secretary or
Shop Steward

9 Bourke Street East

(Next Windsor Annexe) Mielbourne, C 1

"Phone: F 5393

Newcombe of North Melb. Loco., Cler:
J. Young of Newport power house and
larat Dist. Supt. D. I.. MacDonald, on
15th; Guard Harry Lee of Melb. Yarc
the l(»th Yard Porter H. A. Bird of s
ringham, on the 17th; Driver G. Thor
of Donald Running Gear Repairer V. Pis
of Benalla and Louis Corkill of W. &
Accounts Office, on the 18th; Asst. Cos
troller of Stores H. S. Sergeant and Sta:
master V. V. E. Asmus of Bridgewater, o~
19th; Senr. Foreman Alf. Jukes of M
Goods and Yard Supvr. John Bake
Geelong, on the 20th ; Fireman C. Ker
of Geelong, on the 21st; Chief Clerk \
Letcher of the Secrctary’s branch and Shu
S. L. Bell of Melb. Yard, on the 22nd ; \
Sub-Foreman C. J. Profitt of Dimboola
Driller H. McPhee of Newport Works®
on the 23rd ; Repairer J. Halliday of W
Junct., on the 24th ; Driver-in-Charge ']
Fitche of Warracknabeal and Asst. =
Foreman R. Kennedy of Nth. Melb. L
on the 26th; Senr. Train Despatcher

O’Haire of Geelong and Yard Porter

Armstrong of Camberwell, on the o7
Suptg. Engincer C. H. Fethnev and =
Electrician R. J. Mitchell of Flinders-s:

on the 23th; Chris. Madigan of Jolir
Stationmaster T. Leyden of Kilmore

C\erk in-Charge F. Donohue of Oe

. & W, on the 20th; Porter G.
of \‘onh Melb., on the 30th ; Elec. Enc
J.wW. L. Varev on the 31st. -~
Betler Farming Veteran
MUCH of the success of the -
tour during “ Wool Week’
two of the cars of the DBetter Far

‘Train was due to the untiring effor
Guard Jim Holbery, He accompanu
women demonstrators, and ensured ti
facilities were available for womenfe
witness the demonstrations of we:
knitting and other wool-using metho-
each of the 13 centres visited. He wz

man for the fob, having gained inval
experience as gua)d on all but one ¢
35 tours made by the Better Farming

since 1924,  Jim has been a Transpor
man for 32 vears, the first nine being

at North Melbourne and Flinders-stre
porter. Since 1910, he has flagged -
thousands of trains as guard at Flin
street and in the Melbourne yard.—V.]

Six In Brz'ef

A DISTINGUISHED collection of ©

portation branch veterans begin te
an interest in superannuation this m
They include :—

Goods Foreman Tom Calder of the *
Goods, Clerk Louis Clark of the )
Supt.’s office, Guard Alf. Budds of Se:
and Shedman Jerry Slaven of Castler
each with 45 vears of service: Clerl
Williams of the Melb. Goods, with 11
and Goods Guard Pat. Cody of Melb
with 43 years.—L.

—_—

Last Mile Post
Charles Robert Hindson

THE death of Mr. C. R. Hindson, -
foreman painter in the Way and

branch, removes one of the best

metropolitan railwaymen of a few yea-

His 10 vears of railway service be;
1881 when he was located as a pair
various couniry depots before he was
transferred to the metropolitan area is
under Workmaster G. W. Reid. Pros
to foreman painter came his way in
and he was transferred to Arden-si-
the time Workmaster J. F. Kennedy «
charge.

He retired in 1921, and then devotes
of his leisure to the responsibilities
many offices he held in friendly soci

A native of Geelong, he has left a
and a family of four.

" The V.R. News Letter is issued mon
the Victorian Railways Commissioners
raifwayman in the service. Personal paru
and other briet succinct contributions <
addressed to the [.ditor, Betterment and |
_Board, Head Oﬂ”ue

\’Vholly set up and printed in Aus
the Victorian Railways Printing Works
street, North Melbourne, for the Publ
The Victorian Railways Commissioners
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V.R. NEWS LETTER

August,

(The Month’s Topic

Sane
Transport . . .

HERE is absorbing reading not

only for all Victorian railwaymen

but also for businessmen and
economists in the report recently
submittéd by the Transport Regula-
tion Boz?rd.

The ‘major proposal in the Report,
which 1s of a most comprehensive
nature, ‘is that all commercial motor
transport should be controlled by a
system of licensing. Unrestricted
operation is suggested for vehicles
operating within 25 miles of the
G.P.O.,- Melbourne ; within 10 miles
of the boundaries of Ballarat, Bendigo
or Geelong; or within eight miles,
irrespective of the location, of the
usual place of business.

Produéers Exempt

Similarly, it is proposed that there
should be no restriction of—(a) vehicles
owned 'by primary producers and
used for carrying their own or their
neighbour’s produce ; (b) of vehicles
used for the transport of perishable
and certain other special commodities ;
nor (c) of the vehicles used by bona
fide commercial travellers.

It is. further recommended that a
Transpo:t Authority should be em-
powered to determine the routes or
spheres ' of operation of other com-
mercial vehicles, in the light of—

(1) the necessity for, and convenience to
the public of, the proposed
service ;

(2) the existing transportation service,
whether by railway, rail motor
vehicle or any other agency of
transportation whose continued
existence is essential to the
public welfare.

The opinion is expressed that
regulation of road transport in Victoria,
necessitated by its effect on the existing
comprehensive railway service, ‘‘ must
be directed to the prevention of
wasteful duplication, where there is
existing transport service adequate
for real needs, and of uneconomic
competition in transport.”

Flexible Autllqrity

The report points out that the
transport problem is not fixed even
in its economic relations, and for that
reason it advocates that the Transport
Authority should be clothed not only
with the powers necessary for proper
regulation and control, but also with
powers to investigate any aspect of the
regulation or co-ordination of transport,
and to make recommendations as it
thinks fit or expedient.

The fact that the recommendations
represent unanimous conclusions is
the more interesting when it Is re-
collected that the Board is representa-
tive of all the various Interests con-

A Railway Scrapbook

“ Cueer things done
Dead Where ratlways run.”
Head

In Manhattan, a Mrs. Novick,
who weighs 250 1b., bought a railway
ticket to nearby Beacon, but for
some unexplained reason refused
pointblank to get off at Beacon and
rode free to Albany.

At Albany, Detective Harold Collar
endeavored vainly to induce the
traveller to alight, Mrs. Novick
settled herself determinedly on the
three seats which she occupied and
defied anvone to move her.

Finally the car was detached and
run into a siding, a physican was
summoned and gave the lady a hypo-
dermic injection, and she was carried
away in triumph and an ambulance.

Two Bridges
under a Bridge

The masonry arch bridge which
carries the Martigny-Chamonix line
at a dizzy height over the Triege
Gorge (Switz.), is only one of three
bridges spanning the shadowy depths
of the ravine at practically the same
location.

Almost immediately below the
railway bridge is a road bridge, and
far below that again—only a few feet
above the roaring cascades—a third
bridge for pedestrians and animal pack
traffic.

Installing New Safe-
Working Device

UBSTANTIAIL savings are re-

sulting from the installation of a

new special type of electric staff
switch box for switching out inter-
locked and non-interlocked electric
staff stations. Manufacturing costs,
also, are considerably less than for
the type formerly in use.

The device was designed by a
member of the staff of the Signal and
Telegraph division, and manufactured
in the railway workshops. It has
already been installed, with entirely

satisfactory results, at Deep Lead,
Wal Wal, Moorabool, Wahring and
Bowser.

Further  installations  are con-

templated at a number of other suit-
able stations.

cerned, the signatories to the report
being :

C. A. Norris (General Secretary,
National Mutual Life Association),
chairman ;

H. J. Wertheim (manufacturer), repre-
senting commeicial interests ;

G. A. Street (pastoralist), representing
primary producers ;

Burt Kelly (chairman of Betterment and
Publicity Board), representing the
raijwavs ;

L. A. Schumer (President, Commercial
Motor Users’ Assoc.), representing
the motor interests.

THIS WAS SERVIC

““ Not for weeks have I had suc
comfortable night in bed,” was
obviously sincere remark of a passens
suffering from a fractured spine, 1
arrival in Melbourne from Mildura
the evening train on Monday, Fuly

HIS tribute was the result

high degree of personal ser

rendered by a number of railw
men who splendidly co-operated
enable the 350-mile journey teo
completed without the slightest
convenience to the passenger.

Among the arrangements rmade
the Mildura station staff, was the 7
vision of a stretcher in which
patient travelled direct from his hors
Mildura to the hospital in Melbous
thus obviating unnecessary m
ments with their attendant dang
Further, to ensure the patient’s ¢
fort, the stretcher was fitted in
curtained-off section of the slee
car where bags, plentifully pz
with straw, were also placed ur
neath the stretcher.

Special care was taken by
locomotive crews en route to elim=
as far as practicable, the J
inseparable from the stopping
starting of trains, while condu
and other railwaymen at wz
stations vied with one anothe
their attention to the passenger.

* % *
The circumstances of this
were related to the Chairmas

Commissioners by the nursing

who accompanied the passenger.

expressed her deep appreciatin
““the truly wonderful way in
those railwaymen interested
selves in the matter, relieving =
much anxiety.”

———————

Interstate Visitors ¢t
Mt. Buffalo

EEN and active salesmansty

representatives of the

Tourist Bureau is br
many parties of tourists from
South Wales, Queensland and *
Australia to Mt. Buffalo Nu
Park for the winter season.

In New South Wales nur
small groups of snow sport enths
have arranged visits : two par
25, consisting of girl guides and
teachers, will travel from Sydm
The Chalet this month.

Sixty public school studen:
Brisbane spent a week amid the
last month, and a party of 7
Australians were also welcome
the South Australian continger
six school teachers who travels
miles by steamer from Port [
to Adelaide to join the tour.

Ancother party of 95 A¢
students have already been boou
a visit to The Chalet at a law
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August I:

Personal Postscript—

5-Year Old Expert

T the ripe age of 5, Peter Mackley is

already revealing the unmistakable
qualities of a potential railroad executive.
The diminutive son of the General
Manager of the New Zealand railways,
he recently visited Victoria with his
father, and immediately won the heart
of Tourist Bureau Manager W. T.
McConnell for whom railroading has a
never-ending fascination. Although not
yet at school, Peter displayed a pre-
cocious yet nonchalant knowledge of the
most complex and technical aspects of
train make-up and locomotive design
which was a source of constant amaze-
ment to the tourist chief. Incidentally,
Mr. Mackley, senior, inspected the
Spotswood storehouse and reclamation
depot, Newport power house, printing
works and other Metropolitan railway
activities, and expressed keen apprecia-
tion of the efficient methods in operation.
Peter was impressed, too.—N.M.B.,

Advance Bendigo

FO[‘L()\V]NG the establishment of divi-
sional organisation at Bendigo, increased
responsibility will fall evenly on the shoulders
of Mr. W, Tredinnick. His just-completed
decade as transportation district supt. at
Bendigo, during which time he has grasped
the detail of cvery one of the 877 miles
embraced in the district, augurs well for the
success of this further advance in efficient
railway management. In addition to his
unremitting advocacy of the Department’s
interests, he has been in the forefront of all
movements designed to promote the pro-
gress of Bendigo and the northern district
generally. He has been a member of Bendigo
Rotary since the Club began in that city.
Torty-six vears of active railroading in the
‘I'ransportation branch stands to his credit;
in turn, he has been clerk, s.m., train running
officer and chief train and telegraph officer,
as well as r.s.m. at Spencer-street, Flinders-
strect, and Ballarat. In 1908, he was one
of three railwavmen chosen to pioneer the
system of train control.—H.D.B.

Veteran Engineer

AFTER 47 vyears of service, including a

decade as Machinery and Water Supply
Engineer in the Way and Works branch,
Mr. Henry Willett has retired. At the age of
17, he entered the service in 1887 as an
apprentice instrument maker in the Tele-
graph branch, and passing through the grades
of instrument maker, draftsman, engincering

assistant and designing engineer finally
reached the position which he has now
vacated. Under the direction of the branch

chief, Mr. Willett was responsible not only
for the locomotive water supplies and ap-
pliances dotted rthroughout the Srate, but
also the design of the multifarious types of
machines used in the workshops of the W,
and W. branch. In addition, technical
problems connected with lifting cranes, turn-
tables, weighbridges and many other

mechanical matters came within his pur-
view. A member of the Victorian [nstitute
of Engineers, he was recently farewelled at
a representative gathering of his former
with a

branch associates and presented
wallet of notes.—R.W.C.
Gone—

LIFIF CHEONG takes the pen which

shaped and fashioned so many special
articles for the V.R. Magazine to the Listener-
In, having been appointed 10 a position on
the editorial staff of that weekly. Since the
Magazine temporarily ceased publication
in 1930, Cliff has been back at his old job
in the Advertising division, except during
the currency of the big charity carnival on
behalf of the Blind Appeal in 193], when he
put in a power of good work as secretary and
organiser of the railway sub-committees
which supported the Railway Queen.—M,

Fore!

V CTORIAN  railwaymen have  dis-
tinguished themselves in  first-class

cricket, football, baseball, tennis, boxing

and wrestling, and now Jim McCarthy, of
the Ballarat workshops, brings golf into_the
picture with his victory in the Country Golf
Championship recently concluded on the
metropolitan  club’s links at  Oakleigh.
Runner-up for the last three seasons and an
enthusiastic golfer for more than 10 years,
this popular left-hander would unquestionably
have developed into one of the State’s lead-
ing golfers, had he been associated with a
Melbourne club.—T.H.C.

August Birthdays

D ISTRICT Engineer Evan Richard of Oak-
leigh, Tom Kennedy of Room 2, Station-
master M. Lalor of Wodonga and Depot
Foreman J. Mclvor of Bendigo, on the first;
Fitters Asst. A. G. Rowley of Traralgon,
Depot Foreman G. R. Critten of Ararat
and Viv. Bishop (secty. to Asst. G.S.T.), on
the second ; Asst. Comptroller of Accounts
A. Williams, Alec. Wotherspoon of Room 10
and Driver J. Lanagan of Geelong, on the
third ; Driver L. \%/ Jackson of Bendigo,
Dist. Supt. G. Rogers of Geelong, Train
Despatcher W. Ries of Seymour, Driver
A. A. Secarle of Geelong and Railmotor
Driver H, J. Ashton of Echuca, on the fourth ;
R.S.M. B. Anderson, Driver A. Lewis of
Traralgon and Guard W. Warren of Bendigo,
on the sixth; Works Ganger R. Homfray
of Geelong, on the seventh; S. and T.
Suprvr. D. C. Beaumont of Bendigo and
Telegraphist M. H. Anthony of Spencer-
street, on the eighth; Coppersmith G. S.
Gibb of Ballarat and Stationmaster J. E.
Barker of Bayswater, on the ninth; Ganger
A. A. Ross of Riddell, on the 10th ; Ganger
W. Edwards of Koo-wee-rup, on the lith;
Guard J. T. Mulligan of Donald, Station-
master H. G. Hooper of Warragul and
W. and W. Engineer W. O. Brown, on the
12th ; Clerk P. G. Robinson of Arden-street
goods, on the 13th; Turner G. Gingell of

'I:he Melbourne

F. C. Turner, G. H. Turner -

Industrial Clinic
Surgeon Dentists

Dental Surgeries - Children’s Clinic - X-Ray Salon

Chiropodist’s Salon -

Optical Salons - Ladies’

Hairdressing and Toilet Salons

Highest Class Treatment at . .
50 per cent.under Ruling Rates

For Particulars apply to
your Union Secretary or
Shop Steward

Address :
(Next Windsor Annexe) Melbourne, C1

9 Bourke Street East

'Phone: F5393

Ballarat and Asst. Printing Officer
Houston, on the 14th; Shunter D. Allgs
of Ararat, on the 15th; Charles Cor
o-in-c Melb. Goods perishable shed,
I'rain Examiner A. J. Gibson, on the |
Dist. Engineer A. J. Ward of Ballarat
W. and W. Engineer W. Stephen, on
17th; Asst. Stationmaster J. W, And
of Flemington Bridge and Parcels P
W. 0. Sinclair of Flinders-street, on
18th; Ldg. Shunter ]J. Emmersor
Bendigo, L.H. Fitter J. J. Young of Nev
and Goods Checker J. Archdeacon of \
Goods, on the 19th; Drawing Office |
neer W. Hambridge, Signalman W
Anderson of Frankhin-street and R
Stationmaster F. F. Slaven, on the =
Morgan Hayes of Room 9, Actg. K
Stationmaster A. Game, Elect. Eng
Ralph Connolly and Asst. Stationmaste
Kirk, c/o D.S., Geelong, on the -
Signalman H. R. Abrahamson_ of Grs
and Asst. Stationmaster R. W, Bers
Kangaroo Flat, on the 22nd; Dist. >
1. H. Maddern of Seymour, B. and 5. I
David Beddoe of Flinders-street, \
Foreman D. Flynn of Ballarat and St
master Alf. Stephens of Portland on the =
Driver E. Fitzpatrick of Wodonga an:
J. Bourke of W. and W. Staff Office, o=
24th; Goods Guard A. E. Ainswor
Orbost, on the 25th; Telegraphist R, |
of Spencer-street, on the 26th; Clear
R. Adkins of Warragul and Clerk W. F
of Benalla, on the 28th; Special
R. G. Wishart and Actg. Manage
McClelland of the Buffalo Chalet, os
30th ; and Ganger A. R. Barty of Thors
on the 31st.—A.L.

Third Time

AST month, 1400 people attende:

outstanding event  on  Melbou
dancing calendar—the Buffalo Chale:
at St. Kilda. The great success c
function was due in large measure :
work of Harry Hodgens, personal cle
the Chairman of Commissioners, he
for the third successive year, the spe:
of 2 committee which arranged the mu
detail associated with the organisation
function.—L

The Last Mile Post
JAMES DUNCAN
MR. JAMES DUNCAN, former =
watchman in the railway adminis
offices, died suddenly last month, at t&
of 69.

His passing removes one of the
earliest links with the building. Twc
after entering the service, he began as «
man when the building was taken over
the contractors in 1891, and with the «
tion of a brief period at another lo
remained as watchman until his retire

Appointed senior watchman in )t
eventually retired on his birthday, Nox
28, 1928, after 39 years service. Populs
conscientious to a degree, Mr. I
rendered faithful service throughout b
career in the responsible post of gus
the building.

WILLIAM CHARLES SOUTHW®

I'TH the death last month of Mr.
B. Southwood, at the age of &
Metropolitan Supt. has been depri
the services of a highly valued and
esteemed member of his clerical stafi

Mr. Southwood had for the past 1~
specialised in the exacting work of arm
suburban staft relief for all ‘Lranspos
employes. He applied himself energ
and successfully to a class of work
called for a high degree of aptitude in =
last-minute readjustments to meet al
of altered situations.

His railway career began in 1908 w
was located at Spencer-street as a lad »
later entering the Metro. Supt.’s ofh
clerk in 191

The V.R. News Letter s issued mom
the Victorian Railways Commissioners
railwayman in the service, Personal pa
and other brief succinct contributions su
addressed to the Lditor, Betterment and F
Board, Head Office.

Wholly set up and_printed ia Ao
the Victorian Railways Printing Works, |
street, North Melbourne, for the Pu
The Victorian Railways Commissianers
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V.R. NEWS LETTER

September, 2

l The Month’s Topic

Diesel
Traction . . .

LTHOUGH it is somewhat early
for reliable data to be available
concerning the maintenance and

operating costs of Diesel electric
traction, the Department is closely in
touch with developments overseas.

In 1883, Dr. Diesel invented his
engine which provided for the use
of crude and heavy fuels, and as these
fuels were cheaper and safer than
petrol and kerosene used in the petrol
engine first successfully built 19 years
previously, engineers all over the world
have, in recent years, focussed their
attention on the development and
wider use of the Diesel principle.

The petrol engine works with a
low compression ratio of about 5 to 1,
while the Diesel compression ignition
engine has a high compression ratio
of approximately 14 to 1.

In the first type, air and petrol
vapour are drawn into the cylinder
where it is compressed and then
fired by means of a spark at the top
of the stroke. In the Diesel, air only
is drawn in and compressed ; the
heavy fuel is forced in at the top of
the stroke in the form of a fine mist
and ignites spontanecusly, due to the
heat of the compression.

Thus, in one case there is low
compression and external mechanical
firing, and in the other, high com-
pression and internal automatic firing.

Another difference be-
tween the two types lies in high com-
pression.

essential

If compression pressure is
increased with the object of gaining
greater efficiency in the petrol engine,
the charge will fire itself in the wrong
place, leading to detonation and pre-
ignition.

The position is reversed with com-
pression ignition. As air only is
compressed, the compression pressure
may be as high as desired, the limit
depending upon the strength of the
engine and the clearances which must
be allowed.

The problem confronting the en-
gineer is not, however, the prevention
of the charge mis-firing ;
rather is it to ensure that the charge
actually fires.

wrongly

Train Control Praised
by Prime Minister

CCOMPANIED by a repre-

sentative group of citizens, Mr.

J. A. Lyons, the Prime Minister,
visited +the train control division in
the H-id Office on the evening of
Tuesuay, August 15.

Mr. W. R. Price, Chief Train
Despatcher, explained the operations
of the system, following which the
party spent some time watching a
train despatcher at work.

Mr. Lyons was greatly impressed
by this modern feature of efficient
railroading.

“SMART PIECE OF WORK ™

Dear Sir,

As a visitor to Victoria and one who
has travelled on raiways in Tarious parts
of the Empive and in U.S.A., I would
ltke to bring to your notice the extreme
courtesy of your officials.

Jew davs ago, not knowing your
trains, I was overcarried to Coburg on
the way to Newport wheve I had an
important appointinent.  The particular
Coburg employee issued me a free return
slip to Norti Melbourne and also nmost
obligingly telephoned through to the officer
on the Newport barrier who, in turn,
advised my friend waiting at the barrier
where I was and what had happened.

Truly a smart piece of work, and I
think quite worthwhile reporting to you.

Yours faithfully,
Signed) SYDNEY H. CHANCE,
F.R.G.S. (MAG[\TRATE
PAPUA)Y, writing 1o the
Chatrman  of the Railways
Commissioners.

Excellent Model Loco.

RUE to scale in every

a miniature ‘A2

tive recently built by
Carne, a Maflra resident, is

detail,
locomo-
Mr. J.

a re-

markable feat of craftsmanship.

Working without drawings, he paid
frequent visits to Warragul where the
locomotives entering the depot were
closely studied and measured.

The model weighs nearly one ton,
measures 114 feet overall, and runs
on a l0-inch gauge track. It is fitted
with all the essentials of its prototype,
including an electric headlamp. Tests
have revealed that the boiler, which
is built of 3/16 in. rivetted boiler
plates and has 24 14 in. dia., 14-gauge
solid drawn steel fire tubes, can with-
stand a pressure of 300 Ib. to the
square inch. The normal working
pressure 1s, however, 75 lb.

Mr. Carne made his own pat-
terns and machined the fittings and
castings, spending nearly three years
in completing his model.

_—

Special trains and cheap second-
class day-return fares will enable foot-
ball enthusiasts at seven country centres
to visit Melbourne for the Victorian
League football final match on Sep-
tember 30.

Payment of Awards
Brings More Ideas

NE of the gratifying fean
of the past financial vear
the substantial increase in
number of suggestions submitted
railwaymen for consideration by
Betterment and Publicity Board.
Altogether, 1336 ideas were
ceived—a marked contrast with
total of 413 for the previous year :
a striking vindication of the re
stitution of the practice of gran:
monetary awards for suggestions ¢
sidered worthy of such recognitic
Since the inception of the =
gestions system in 1921, nearly 2%
suggestions have been received. Ac
ted proposals total 4860, and the <
disbursed in  awards amounts
approximately £20,000.
Obviously, it is worthwhile for
alert railwayman to bring that
out from wunder his hat.

A Railway Scrapbo
i, s, dore

Luck Of A
Chinaman

Chang Tsung-Chang, Governor
the Shantung Province, China, boz
that if he failed to lead his arm
victory he would return in a coffir

Losing, he redeemed his pror
and arrived home in a red-lacqu
coffin, mounted on an open ra
truck, nonchalantly smoking one
his favorite cigars.

Later, for reasons unknown, he «
assassinated on the Isinanfu ra
station.

Smugglers’
‘“ Tube ” Railway

Discovery of five bales of to!
weighing 1100 Ib. at the mout:
a sewer at Halluin, on the I~
frontier, had a surprising seque

Police found that the sewer, »
begins at Menin, near Ypres.
actually an underground railwa
smugglers who had laid down
of rails to carry rubber-tyred
for smuggling tobacco and
merchandise into France.

Lost—
and Found

A guard on the Kimberley-I
wayo line in South Africa had a -
terrifying experience when, after s
ling the driver to proceed, the
by some mischance went off w
him.

He was stranded in the he:
the Rhodesian bush, and hearir
deep-throated roar of lions pres
took refuge near the top of an ac.
telegraph pole.

Three hours later, a much-re
guard saw the train returning for
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