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The Driver’s Name
was Smith

LAST month’s problem, ¢ What Was
The Driver's Name 2"’ certainly tickled
the interest of Victorian railwaymen.
Inquiries and solutions reached the edi-
torial office via 'phone, memorandum and
personal visit, and the editorial staff have
been compelled reluctantly and laboriously
to essay a solution of the problem them-
selves in order to settle the numerous
disputes which have arisen.

The problem may be re-stated :

Three men of the crew of the Continer)tal
Ltd. were called Jones, Robinson and Smith,
One was the driver, one the guard and the
other - the conductor, but not respectively,
On the train were three passengers, Mr. J.,
Mr. S. and Mr. R, Mr. R, lived in Ottawa.
The conductor lived half-way between Ottawa
and Montreal. Jones earned 2,500 dollars,
‘I'he conductor’s nearest neighbor, a passenger,
earned exactly three times as much as the
namesake lived

conductor. ‘The conductor’s €
in Montreal. Smith beats the guard at bil-
liards.

What was the driver's name?

The solution, presented with Eucli-
dean logic, appears to be :

Smith beat the guard at billiards ;
So Smith is either driver or conductor.

Mr. R. lives at Ottawa and conductor’s
namesake lives at Montreal ;

In other words, Mr. R. is not conductor’s
namesake ;

So conductor is either Jones or Smith.

Therefore, conductor is not Robinson,
and guard is not Smith;
Theretore, Smith is either driver or con-
ductor,
Guard is either Jones or Robinson,
Conductor is either Jones or
Smith.

then Robinson is

Suppose Jones is driver : :
But this con-

guard and Smith jis conductor.
flicts with “‘ not respectively.”

Therefore Jones must be conductor,
Smith driver, and
Robinson guard. —Q.E.D,

FIRING LOCOMOTIVES WITH
COFFEE!

IF a fireman on the government-owned
Central Railroad of Brazil needs
nourishment, he can now grab a hunk of
““fuel”  from the tender and brew him-
self a cup of coffee. The same goes for
the driver.

This is made possible by the decision of
the govermment to fire the road’s locomo-
tives with a fuel made from coffee com-
pressed into bricks.

Government officials explain that the
object is to dispose of a great quantity of
low-grade ‘' java’’  coffee, which has
depressed export prices in an atlempt to
stabilise Brazil's most tmportant industry—
coffee growing.

Giving Them Beans !

HE quality of Orbost’s seed

French beans brings that dis-

trict’s name regularly into the
English market reports.

Up to the end of November, rail-
waymen at Orbost had despatched
6,822 bags of these seed beans to the
city last year. The prices réalised up
to £2 per bushel.

Each bag contained three bushels,

so that the local growers earned up-
wards of £40,000 for seed beans alone.

All the bags were forwarded at
Commissioners’ risk and no shortages
were reported.

The Work of 1931 in Retrospect

NINETEEN-THIRTY’S steady decline in traffic, bringing with_ it
imperative need for strict economy in all branches of the service,
continued throughout 1931, and revenue figures are still telling a
sorrier tale than 1n 1930.

The gravity of the financial situation necessarily influenced con-
struction programmes and drastically reduced maintenance work
(consistent with approved margins of safety) during 1931, but many
interesting developments are, nevertheless, recorded in this brief
review of the work of the calendar year.

T Newport, the main building of the new locomotive erecting shop, with

a length of 410 feet and a breadth of 138 feet, was brought into use on

June 1. Seven “N” class locomotives, the balance of 10 commenced ir
1930, were constructed and 44 new boilers were manufactured.

Car construction was limited to one petrol electric rail motor car, makins
a total of 10 of these units in service. Five 27-ton open goods trucks were als
built during the year.

The fitting of automatic couplers was actively proceeded with, 1,024 cars
vans and wagons being so equipped, while 225 other wagons were provided witk
transition features suitable for later attachment of automatic couplers. Nin
engines and 29 tenders were also equipped. This progress spells greater effi-
ciency and safety and enables the practice of increasing train loads to be considerabl:
extended,

The whole question of increased loads was investigated and action takes
on many sections. For instance, the load for a *“ D1 engine from Redcliffs
to Quyen was increased from 440 to 550 tons and for an ‘‘ Al” engine from
Terang to Allansford from 429 to 720 tons. These improvements have reduces
train mileage and provided more efficient and more economical services.

L I I 3

HE Redcliffs-Meringur line was extended to Morkalla, a distance of 93

miles during the year.

Twenty-four miles of tracks were relaid throughout the State, and the per
manent way was strengthened by 10,300 sleepers and 4,000 cubic vards of blue
stone ballast. In ordinary maintenance, 19,000 cubic yards of bluestone an
14,200 cubic vards of gravel ballast were used, 236,000 sleepers renewed, an
58 miles of fencing rebuilt,

To increase the efficiency of track gangs, 31 Casey-Jones motor gang can
were constructed at Spotswood workshops and allotted to various lengths.

The operations of the Signal and Telegraph branch, which was amalgamate
with the Way and Works Branch on July 1, were confined largely to ordinan
maintenance work. Progress was made, however, with the provision of static
to station telephones, and 117 miles of line were so equipped. Selector telephone
were installed on 63 miles of line, making a total of 1,718 miles equipped 1
the train despatcher system.

Other work undertaken by the electrical branch included the completion «
details for the erection and equipment of a new single rotary converter unit sub
station at Coburg, the installation of electric headlights on suburban rolling stock
the exhibition of a number of illuminated advertising signs on suburban station:
and the completion of the programme for the installation of high-speed 1,5%
volt circuit breakers.

At Newport power house, the installation of hot-well deaeration plant an
of equipment for the burning of pulverised black coal is in hand.

171 ]

* #* *

O meet the times, the tariff at The Chalet, Mt. Buffalo, and the prices ¢
meals and light refreshments at both city and country refreshment room
were reduced.

By the use of a new compact type of ticket cabinet at Flinders-street, a fu
set of tickets was provided at each booking window.

The work of stores reorganisation was completed during the year. A reduc
tion of approximately £1,000,000 in the value of stock has resulted.

Control of stores s now so satisfactory that stocktaking will in future be per
formed only every three years instead of every two years. . . . .

Country passenger train services were still further reduced in conformis
with the decline in the number of people travelling and, on some lines, the pa
senger service was discontinued, a goods service only being maintained
other cases, arrangements were made for passenger trafhc to be handled by
motor. Necessary curtailments of service were also made in the subur
area.

Commercial activities were intensified to meet the unregulated and cos
tinually increasing road motor competition, and every effort was made to provi
a standard of service that would conserve rail revenue. Increased traffic w
secured by the offer, on special occasions, of a flat rate or limit-fare, which n
mainﬁddthe same bevond a certain distance, irrespective of how far passen
travelled.
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The Two Macs

JERE are two railway officers

for whom Christmases are mile

posts ;  they are both Nacs;
they are both managers; and they
are both keenly interested in the
increased traffic at holiday times.
Lindsay McClelland has directed the
roasting of Christmas turkeyvs and the
making of Christmas puddings at the
dining car depot for the past 12 years,
to the entire satisfaction of dining car
patrons travelling during the festive
season. Bill McConnell has just cele-
brated his third Christmas at the
Government Tourist Bureau, where he
directs his energies to the encouraging
of tourist travel, particularly by train,
to the numerous beauty spots through-
out the State and even in other States.
And no enquiry as to ‘‘ where to go,
how to get there, and where to stay ’,
is left unanswered. —S.C.W

Loco Veteran

RIVER R. FLOYD retired at
Geelong the other day after 42
vears of service. At a social
evening in the Geelong West town hall,
he was presented with a wallet, travelling
rug and pipe by his friends in the
Geelong branch of the loco. men’s
union. He is a native of Geelong
—J. T.L.

Mowves on
SPRINGHURST said good-bye to

its popular stationmaster last

month, when the genial Lionel
Morris went on transfer and promotion
to Kyabram. Well-known in the north-
east, Stationmaster Morris has had
26 vyears of railroading in Victoria.
Springhurst’s good wishes were ac-
companied by a wallet of notes

—H.E.C.
Fanuary Birthdays

W ALTER Bunker of the State Relief Com-
mittee, and Water Supply Engineer H.
Willett, on the third ; Way and Works Engineer
Geo. Luttrell, on the fourth: Chief Clerk
Chas. Dunstan of Ballarat goods shed, on the
sixth ; Assistant Chief Electrical Engineer C,
G. H. McDonald, on the seventh: Jack
Fetherstonhaugh (secretary to Mr. Commis-
sioner Shannon) and Electric Train Driver
C. E. Murfett of Jolimont, on the eighth;
Commercial Agent W. Middleton, Lands
Officer A. H. Rogerson of the Estate office, and
Signalman 71'. Barton of Melbourne yard. on
the ninth ¢ Engineer-in-Charge A. Horton of
Newport power house, Supervisor of Road
‘I'ransport C. G. Walker, and Shunter A. E.
Coles of Warragul, on the 32th; Fireman ]J.
O’Farrell of Numurkah, on the 14th : Ieading
Shunter J. Palmer of Hamilton, W. J. 'Thornton
of the car and wagon shops and Stationmaster
Procter of Bendigo, on the 1ith; Fireman
J. E. Floyd of Warrnambool,.on the 16th;
Bendigo District Engineer Tom Coakley, on
the 17th; Yard Foreman A. k. Sleeth of
Melbourne vards, on the 13th; Gooeds Fore-
man W. Fllis of Bendigo and Fireman A. E.
Bridson of North Melbourne loco., on the 10th ;
Classification Board Secretarv J. Miller, and
Train Examiner E. Mclntosh of Traralgon,

on the 20th ; Bonding Supervisor W. W, Tunn
of Flinders-street, on the 2lst; Traffic In-
spector Alf Giles of the Metro.’s office, on the
29nd ; Engineer E. F. Mclver and Fireman
J. Pollock of Bendigo, on the 23rd ; Electrical
Superintendent Alec Mcl.ean, on the 2b6th;
Lance Bromilow of the Betterment Board and
Ticket Maker George Oakley of the Printing
office, on the 28th; Leading Shunter C.
O’Halloran of Melbourne yard, Fireman R.
Sampson ot Bendigo and Enginemen’s In-
structor W, H. Hillis, on the 29th : and Driver
W. Busbridge of Geelong, on the 8}st.  —A.L

Naming V.R. Stations
No. 12: ROCHESTER

IN 1853 this locality formed part of
the ‘“ Restdown’’ pastoral station,
owned by Dr. Rowe. In that year he
built an hotel near the banks of the
Campaspe-river. Settlement in the
neighborhood of the hotel was rapid,
and the governor eventually named
the place ‘“ Rowechester ” in compli-
ment to the founder. The name soon
lapsed into its present form.

N .. S R S |
A Signal Record

S block recorder, signalman, and

block and signal inspector, Ed-

ward Anderson will have more
than 46 years of practical railroading
behind him when he retires at the end
of this month. He joined the service
in August, 1885, and was made signal-
man four vears later. In this capacity,
he served in various boxes including
Princes Bridge, Flinders-street ‘A’
and Essendon before his appointment
as Block and Signal Inspector at
Maryborough in 1922, He moved to
Flinders-street in 1926, and to the
relieving staff three years later. —J.G.

Victorian Railways
Employees
8 The most important points for

consideration at the present time
with respect to

Savings
ecurity

N tability

| Vatisfaction

Assurance Society’s

Group Assurance Policies
give ALL of these.

Write for particulars to—
The General Manager
The Colonial Mutual Life
Assurance Society Limited

Melbourne

“White” Man

OB WHITE—known as ‘ Pinkey

to his hosts of railway comrads

scattered from one end of ti
State to the other—has just retire
from the position of depot foreman
Geelong after ten years service at th
centre. A practical raihvayman of t
old school, he started at Maryboroug
as fitter in September, 1888.  Seve
teen vears later, he went to Benalla
leading hand and continued on
Korumburra as fitter - in - charge
1912, His next move was to W
thaggi as depot foreman in 19
where he remained until his trans
to Geelong in 1921. A good d
ciplinarian, yet fair and impartial, |
was always popular with his men, &
invariable practice of ‘‘saying wh
he meant and meaning what he saic
being largely responsible for his e
knack of making and keeping friend

-]

The Last Mile Post
Francis Arthur Hackett

HE death occurred last mor
of F. A. Hackett, well-known =
popular clerk in the stores ss

tion of the Refreshment Serv
branch.
Mr. Hackett had had nearly

years of service and was for a time
the Transportation Branch.
He was 48 vears of age.

Revenue in Tobacco

HERE bhas been a boom in :

bacco-growing in the King an

Ovens Valley districts. Last sz
son’s record prices—ranging up
3/7 per lb. for prime leaf—are
sponsible.

It is estimated that a total of 5,04
acres will be planted in those are
this season.

Young tobacco seedlings are bein
railed from as far away as Deniliquis=
Echuca, Cobram and even the subur
ban area. Parcels rates on this in
wards traffic are thus bringing th
railways welcome revenue before th
outwards tobacco traffic commences

On one day alone, 160,000 tobacs
plants were discharged at Bowman.

——
ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS

E.T., S.B.,, W.M.,, FW H.: Special }
device used for that work will be describe
February News Letter. E.P.: Personal o
always welcome. R.G.: Apart from hels
economy, petrol electric has provided fs
service on the Daylesford—Woodend
curtailing the overall running time by as n
as 45 minutes.

Wholly set up and printed in Australs
the Victorian Railways Printing Works, Laur
street, North Melbourne, for the Publishe
The Victorian Railways Commissioners.
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Month’s Topic

‘ The

The New Offensive

E have recently granted freight
reductions to traders at centres
like Shepparton and Echuca,
who had previously been sending their
goods by road, conditionally on con-
tracts being signed giving the whole
of the carrying business to the railways.
It is well that railwaymen generally
should be informed of the circum-
stances surrounding this policy, which
has been adopted as a desperate ex-
pedient to regain rail revenue lost at
those places to unregulated competitive
motor services.

EEE I

HE admittedly unorthodox and’
I illogical features of the action

which has been taken could have
been avoided if Parliament had seen fit
to agree to the Commissioners’ persistent
representations that regulatory legisla-
tion was the only real solution of the
problem of competition, o
In the absence of that legislation, we
have been compelled to adopt the only
alternative which would enable us at
least to control the situation until the
community generally -realised the im-
perative need for legislation.

Discrimination ?

T has been said that by our action
we are favoring some towns at the
expense of others. This is not so.

Any discrimination between centres
had already been established by the
road operators. We have recaptured
the business which our competitors
had secured by using the weapons
which they themselves chose.

The fact that the traffic is now being
carriéd by rail instead of by road has
in no way altered the situation for
traders in other centres.

* kK

E had, in fact, two alternatives
l/ l/ confronting us. We could stand
helplessly aside and watch our
business being destroyed by uncontrolled
competition free to make and change ifs
rates at will, or we could do what any
other business would do in the circum-
stances—endeavor to combat its com-
petitors by using their own methods.

Post-Rail
PRESS correspondent last month
suggested that postal and rail
services at the smaller Victorian

stations should be amalgamated in the

interests of economy.

As a matter of fact, during the past
18 months, arrangements have already
been made for the amalgamation of
those services at 25 stations as oppor-
tunity offers.

| :I;rackmehiii'(}ihﬁ»7Prizers'ﬁf0r Best-Kept
Lengths

Remarkable Successes of Heywood Gang

EACH year two sets of prizes are awarded to Victorian railway
trackmen in each of the five district engineer's sections—one set
for the best-kept metal ballast length, the other for the best-kept
gravel, scoria or sand ballast length.

Last year’'s prizes have just been awarded, the most interesting
result perhaps being the continuation of a seven-year run of unbroken
success in the western district by No.

Heywood.

IRST prize 1s £15, second £18,
and third £5, with a further prize
of £10 for the most improved
length in cach district for each type
of ballast. Previously there was also
a special prize for the best length in
each district.  To maintain interest in
the competition, first-prize winner in
any year was eligible only for this
‘“ best length”  prize during the two
following years.
These  best length » prizes, how-
ever, have now been withdrawn.
In determining the prize winners,
points are given for line of track,
surface of track, tightness of fastenings,

condition of cuttings and drains,
weeding ballast, general appearance
(including trimming and regulating

ballast), and cleaning, trimming and
making up formation cesses. Other
factors, such as the natural conditions
of the roadbed, curvature, gradients,
speed of trains and intensity of trafhc,
which all influence the amount of work
done by the track gangs, are also taken
into consideration.

Heywood's Consistency

Where an extra gang has been em-
ployed on a length during the vear,
that lerigth 1s automatically barred from
participation in that vear’s competi-
tions.

Heywood, No. 10 length, takes the
palm for consistency in the Western
district gravel ballast section. In 1926
and 1927, it won the prize for the
““ best length,” which indicated that

Railmen Succeed
LTHOUGH not represented in
the individual championships at
the National Games held at the

M.C.G. on January 30 and February ],

the Victorian Railways Institute har-

riers performed exceptionally well in
the team events. In the two-mile
junior relay race, a four-man team—

A. Davey of Newport drawing office,

A. Newell of Newport tarpaulin shop,

E. Jones of Newport plant shop, and

W. Lynch of head office—won easily

by about 60 yards in the good time of

3 min. 24 seconds. Had the team been

extended, this time could have been

considerably improved.
In the one-mile junior medley relay
race, Jones ran 880 yards and Newell

440 yards, while J. Vincent of the

2

|

{

at National Game

e o

10 gravel ballast length at

it had captured first prize in 1923
first prize was won in 1928, followe
by best length prize again in 1929 an
and 1930 ; and, last year, the first priz
was again secured.

Ganger Sam Pevitt has been in
charge right through this period
and Repairer Harry Beavis has
been a member of his gang
throughout. Repairers A. A. Done-
hue and R. C. Grinham have been
the remaining members of the
team for the past three compe-
titions.

Wandong, last year’s first-prize wir
ners for the north-eastern district
broken stone section, won third pri:
in 1930, and the prize for the mc
improved length in 1926 and 1929

Other consistent winners In t
broken stone section for the past ¢
years were Colac with a first, t
thirds and a ‘“most improved’
Pomborneit with two ‘* best lengths
(indicating a first prize in 1925),
second and third; Gerang Gerus
with two firsts, a second, and a ‘‘ be
length 7’ ; Navigator with two firs
and two ‘‘best lengths ”’; Harcou
with a first, a second and a third int
last three years; and Chewton w:
one first, two ‘'‘best lengths,” a:
two seconds.

In the gravel ballast section, Hom
wood has scored one first, two thirc
and one ‘' most improved ”’; M
well and Ouyen each a first, a seccs
and a third in the past three ye:
Sale two firsts, a second and a ‘b
length,” and Birchip a first, 1t
¢ best lengths,” and a third.

Newport plant shop and S. Leamon
Jolimont workshops each ran =
vards. After a good race, they finist
second but, as the winners were ¢
qualified for changing over outside -
specified limits, the V.R.[. team -
placed first. The time was 3 mu
46 3—5 seconds.

Competing in the boxing section
the games, Reg O’Haire of the
countancy branch, who has beer
consistently successful boxer for
last couple of years, won the amat
light-weight championship of A
tralia after two well-contested bo
He is a son of Senior-Train Despatc
Sep. O’Haire of Ararat, himsel:
mighty man with the gloves 15 ve
or 80 ago.
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.shops—the

Personal Postscript

Discipline Board Changes ‘

LES. Phelan, Transportation branch clerk
in head office, headed the ballot for the
election of an employees’ representative to
succeed James Fogarty on the Board of Disci-
pline. Mr. Fogarty has just retired after being
a member of the board since June, 182G. His
successor joined the service as a clerk in the
Melbourne goods sheds at the beginning of
1910, proceeding to the office of the Seymour
district supt. four vyears later. In 1918, he
moved into the Maryborough district supt.’s
office, subsequently taking a prominent part
in local matters ofy public interest. He was
honorary secretary of the Maryborough football
club, manager of the cricket team, and an
official of the Highland sports. At the end
of 1926, he was transferred to head office and
has since been actively associated with union
matters, serving as president of the Victorian
branch last year. He is a nephew of Signalman
William Phelan, who preceded Mr. Fogarty |
as employees’ representative on the boarfiC W

Scaled the Railways

A

T the end of this month, Shop Foreman
William Turner of the Spotswood work-
man who scaled the railways
regularly for many years—will retire from the
service. He was specially brought out from
England in 1903 to supervise the maintenance
and testing of the huge army of weighbridges,
weighing machines and spring balances in use
throughout the system, and was located at the
old Spencer-street workshops as weighbridge
supervisor and adjuster. In 1923, he was
made shop foreman and retained this position
when the workshops were transferred to
Spotswood in 1927. —C.R.

March Birthdays

FITTER A. T. Twells of Geelong and
Poultry-farm Manager Tom Harding, on
the first; Fireman A. E. Dawson of North
Melbourne loco., on the second; Traffic |
Inspector Alex McLean of Bendigo, Staff Board
Member T. F. Brennan, Gencral Superinten-
dent M. J. Canny, and Clerk M. Stanistreet
of Room 2, on the third; Chief I'oreman W.
T. Cornish of North Meibourne loco., on the
fourth ; Engine-driver . Nelson of
North Melbourne Joco. and Shunter W. J.
Lacy of Melbourne yards, on the fifth ; Superin-
tendent of Goods Train Service T. W. J. Cox
and Block and Signal Inspector Nolan of
Seymour, on the sixth; Engine-driver S.
Parker of Colac, Chief Clerk N. ]. Lester of
the Accounts branch and Train Examiner P.
Gill of North Melbourne loco., on the seventh ;
Rolling Stock Clerk A. J. Paul, of Ararat, onthe
eighth; Guard A. A. White of Geelong and Clerk
Bill Conroy of Room 4, on the 10th; Lincsman
H. Alexander of Dandenong and Road Foreman
E. E. Schurer of Maryborough, on the 1lth;
Signalman J. Price of Bendigo and Leading-
Hand Fitter Mudge of Geelong, on the 12th;
District Engineer Tom Bye of North Mel-
bourne, Provedore L. C. Brown of the refresh-

Have you thought of providing for some measure

ment services, and Frank O’Dea of North
Melbourne loco., on the 13th; Electric Train
Driver D. P. Ryan of Jolimont, on the 14th;
Fireman G. Mitchell of Bendigo, Carpenter
A. Horbury of Bendigo, Asst. Staff Officer P.
I Meares of the Transportation branch,
Fitter W, ]. Lonsdale of Ballarat, Guard C. A.
Potter of Traralgon, and Fitter W. P. Casey of
Benalla, on the 16th; Commissioner T. B.
Molomby and Works Foreman E. G. Arm-
strong of Geelong, on the 17th; Engineer J. A,
Malan of the Signals section, on the 20th;
Cleaner A, G. Clements of Traralgon, Dis-
cipline Board Member Les. Phelan and Train
Examiner W. Dunn of Benalla, on the 22nd;
Boilermaker R. Hill of Ballarat, Signals Super-
visor N. S. Smyth of Ballarat, Clerk Jack
Norris of the Way and Works, and Guard L. A.
Kelly of Benalla, on the 23rd; Staff Clerk
Dave Way of the Way and Works, and Jack
Roberts of the truck record room, on the 24th ;
‘Train Examiner J. W. Humphreys of Serviceton
and Lineman P. Hyde of Bendigo, on the 25th ;
Chief Clerk H. L. Cickinson of the Rolling
Stock, Comptroller of Stores C. W. ). Coleman,
and Train Examiner D. Purtle of Dandenong,
on the 26th; Engine-driver F. H. Dwyer of
‘Warragul and Leading Porter T. O’Brien of

- Naming V.R. Stations |
[ No. 14: DOOKIE ’
| WHEN the district was being i
! surveyed for a railway, a |
[ Mrs. Turnbull, who then owned |
| a station property in the neigh- J
borhood, was continually lament-

‘ ing to the surveyor the loss of |
! that portion of her property

| which is now the site of Dookie.

| The woman- had lived on the
Malay peninsular and the sur- |
veyor, knowing the Malay lan- |
| guage, called the place ** Dookie,”

| which means ‘‘lament.”

Bendigo, on the 27th; Superintendent of
Loco. Supplies E. Dillon, on the 25th; Fore-
man Car and Wagon Builder J. H. Homersham,
of Dudlev-street, Fitter J. 5. Telling of Traral-
gon, and Yard Foreman P. H. Burke of Ballarat,
on the 29th ; Engine-driver C. Crick of Ararat,
and Conductor Billy Lynch of Spencer-street,
on the 30th; and Advertising Artist Angus
McDonald, Jack Cordwell of the Transportation
branch and Signalman P. ]. Fogarty of Benalla,
on the 31st. —A.L.

Parcels to Taxes

ILLLIAM E. Sheehan, who has just been
appointed from 500 applicants to the
position of Federal sales tax investigator for
the State of Victoria, will be remembered by
many railwayvmen as Glenferrie’s first parcels

clerk. Of later vears he has been attached to
the central finance branch of the Defence
department. Signalman J. R. Sheehan of
Caulfield is a brother. —S.

comfort in the evening of your life?

The System of Group Assurance specially designed
for Officers and Employees of the Victorian Railways by

The Colonial Mutual Life Assurance Society Limited

provides an economical and convenient means to this end.

By courtesy of the Victorian Railways Department, premium payments may be made
through the Department fortnightly

Write to-day

To THE COLONIALSMUTUAL LIFE

ASSURANCE SOCIETY LIMITED,

18 CoLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE,

giving name, address, occupation and date of birth, and, upon receipt of same, particulars with
respect to rates and benefits will be forwarded.

310 Years’ Service
AMONG the retirements during Februars
there were seven Transportation branc
men whose combined service totalled 310 year
Stationmaster J. H. Whykes of Kensingtos
Goods topped the poll with 47 years of ra
roading. By a strange coincidence, thr
others of the veterans retired from the o=
station, Wodonga. They were Stationmas:
T. Perry and Goods Guard J. O'Brien, eac
with 44 years to his credit, and Passenger Guz
E. J. Cronk with 45 years. Passenger Guz
E. A. J. Bragg of Spencer-street had =
completed 44 years with the railways bef
he retired, while Special Officer J. R. Byers
of Room 10 and Signalman J. Moule of Cante
bury were each on the job for 43 years.

Simon Cuddigan Goes

ASSISTAXT Goods Supt. Simon Cuddiz
has retired with 47 years of solid sen
to his credit. Starting at the bottom of :
ladder he climbed to the dual position
metropolitan timekeeper and asst. goods sus
He has been a member of the railway select
committec, goods sheds classifier for the systes
and departmental representative before

Classification Board and Arbitration Cous
The goods sheds staff presented him with
wireless set and a wallet of notes, and lead:y
city merchants presented him with a pair
gold sleeve-links. —* Goods.’

Transfer That Wasn't
O move from one station to another z

T vet to be located at the same station w
the unusual experience of Stationmaster W.
French recently. He effected the trans
that wasn’t a transfer when he shifted
headquarters from the old site of the Hu
station to its new site on the Tallangatta ¢
viation. . K.C

First Kernot S.M.

TATIONMASTER A. Knapp of Edithvs

who has just retired after 40 years serv
joined the Department as a porter and was
of the pioneers of the Wonthaggi line. He*
the distinction of being Kernot’s first stat:
master. For many years he was a.s.m.
Heidelberg and, before going to Edithi:
had charge of Barker and ]—Iughesdale.H &

Two Veterans

THE Transportation branch lost two veter
when Head Porter Bert McKay of Geel
and Signalman Jack Tait of South Kensing
recently retired. Both had 45 years sen
Bert McKay was previously guard at Le
gatha, Melbourne Yard and Daylesford, »
Jack Tait put in most of his time pulling le
in the Melbourne Yard. .E.C

Uni. Free Place

PERCY Carbines of the Secretary’s branc
at present on loan to the Law Departmes
was recently granted a Government free p
at the University to enable him to study
Commerce course, He passed the examinz
for licensed shorthand writers some two
ago, and since then has been a part-time stu:
at the University.

Last Mile Post

JOHN THOMAS WILKINSON
AFTER a protracted illness, retired Sta:
master J. T. Wilkinson has died. He

in the service for 42 years, and was stat
at Bayswater as S.M. for 16 years, rets
there some 18 months ago.

the Victorian Railways Commissioners 1o e
railwavman in the service. Personal parag
and other brief succinct contributions shou
addressed to the Editor, Betterment and Pulb
Board, Head Office,

‘Wholly set up and printed in Austral
the Victorian Railways Printing Works, Laus
street, North Melbourne, for the Publishs
The Victorian Railways Commissioners.
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The Month’s Topics

Causes of
Rail Deficits

USTRALIAN  railway deficits,

estimated to have aggregated sl

millions since 1915, are attri-
buted by the Federal Transport Con-
ference in its recent report mdmly
to—

The prevailing depression ;

Motor transport ;

Over - capitalisation — through
failure to provide adequate depre-
ciation and by construction of
lines mot economically justified ;

Multiplicity — of  authorities
controlling working conditions.

(The Commonwealth Railways representa-

tives asserted that the lack of a uniform gauge
was a turther cause).

Co-ordination
versus Waste

LLOGICAL and suicidal com-

petition in each section, together

with the ‘pull” by vested
interests, must be replaced by logical
and sound co-operation and rationalisa-
tion,” said the chairman of the con-
ference (Mr. A. E. Heath).

Unrestricted competitive motor trans-
port, conducted wunder unfair con-
ditions, must conform to the principle
most advantageous to the national
interests. A satisfactory form of board
of control would probably be one with
an Independent chairman and four
members, one each from the railways,
road construction authorities, motor
interests and general public. It should
have full power to make and enforce
its own decision.

It was disclosed that the aduverse
effect of motor transport upon railway
revenue for this financial vear is esti-
mated to be: Vic., £1,500,000; N.S.
Wales, £1,266,000; W.A., £350,000 ;
Queensland, £200,000 ; S.A4., £200,000.

* ok

Evils of
Over-Capitalisation

MPHASIS was laid on the fact

that in none of the Australian

railway systems was adequate
provision being made for deprecia-
tion : in some cases, no provision at all
was being made. The result was that
while the property had been losing
value, year by year, in earning revenue,
the capital account had not been
correspondingly reduced, and interest
continued to be paid on a huge sum
which was no longer represented by
useful ascets.

A rough estimate would lead to the
conclusion that the present over-capitali-
satton  of  Australian  railways was
between 90 and 100 million pounds.

New Type of Level Crossing
Warning Adopted in Victoria

MOORABBIN-road crossing, near Mentone, is the first Victorian crossing to
be equipped with the new type of level crossing warning recently adopted

as standard by the Australian and New Zealand railways.
near Bungaree, will be similarly equipped in the near future.

THE new signal comprises two hooded red lamps, somewhat similar in appear-
ance to the street traffic signals at city intersections. mounted side by side
on a white mast surmounted by the usual white cross.

THE lights flash alternately and a bell rings to warn road-users as a train ap-
proaches the crossing, and simultaneously a white light is displayed to the

train-driver.

HE flashing light signal will b

provided in future instead of

the wig-wag type now in use
in Victoria. The wig-wag signals now
installed, however, will not be re-
moved.

The warning indications of the wig-
wag signal are a swinging red disc
by day and a swinging red light by
night, each accompanied by a warning
bell. The flashing lights of the new
type resemble the motion of a swinging
light, as shown at night by the wig-
wags, so that no confusion should re-
sult from the change.

Warning signals have now been
erected at 30 level crossings in Vic-
toria. The first wig-wag signal was
installed at the Amess-street crossing,
North Carlton, on August 22, 1923,
This crossing, in the heart of the
electrified area, was selected because
the density of traffic made it specially
dangerous. Certain other crossings
which were regarded as specially
dangerous have been similarly equipped.

An important feature of the
flashing light signal is that the
moving parts of the wig-wag
type are dispensed with, thus
adding to its reliability and re-
ducing the costs of maintenance.
The former type, also, displays a
much more effective warmng m—
dication at night time when it is
most needed.

Both the wig-wag and the flashing
litht signals are in use in the United
Sgates of America, the former being
mostlv used in the west. A stop " ”

Wlll Hume Weir Creep
Higher ?

N the News-Letter last month,
reference was made to the opening
of the 84-mile Sandy Creek de-

viation of the Tallangatta railway.
This section of the line was rebuilt on
a higher level because the waters of
the Hume reservoir would eventually
submerge the old track.

Should it be decided, later, to im-
pound a still greater volume of water,
further sections of the existing Tallan-
gatta line will have to be abandoned.

A second deviation of about 26
chains has already been surveyed near
Ebden station and other sections be-
tween Huon and Tallangatta have been
partly surveyed. This last survey will
not be completed until a final decision
is reached regarding the ultimate
high-water level of the reservoir.

2

A second crossing,

indication is added to some Aashi
light signals, while, at others,
usual red and green ‘stop e
“go” traffic signals are installed
~The most commonly used warn:
signal on the Australian railways ¢
been the wig-wag type, but this t
now been superseded.

Queensland  railways installed
¢ .
““ Pearson ”  type of signal at so
crossings. This device consists
two arms pivoted at the centre :
with lights at each end and, as a tr.
1s approaching, the arms are revol
in opposite directions by an elec:
motor with a suitable chain of ge:
This is a New Zealand invention,
the New Zealand railways found -
flashing light type to be super
and adopted it as standard some t:
ago.

Prior to the installation of wig-
wag signals, warning bells were
provided at a few level crossings
in the south-western and north-
eastern districts, but they have
since been replaced. These bells
were satisfactory when horse-
drawn vehicles were in use, but
have proved useless for motor
vehicles where the noise of the
engine frequently drowned the
ringing of the bell.

The flashing light signal, the v
wag, and the warning bell are
operated by means of track circt
or track instruments so arranged :
a warning will be given for a per
ot about 20 seconds in advance of
arrival of the fastest train.

Railway Help for Woo!
Week
“ Wool Week >  will be held
between April 18 and 23.

10 initiate a  ‘‘ use more wo
campaign, a strong organisa:

has been formed with reps
sentatives of graziers’, woolbrok:
and woollen manufacturers’ asso

tions, the Master Drapers’ Associa:
and the Railways Department.
Shop window displays, a mannec
parade, lectures and broadcast t
will be features of the campaign,
a special poster will be displayed
500 railway station poster-boards.
It is hoped that, by inducing 1
public to buy wool and woollen g

freely during the currency of
campaign and afterwards, OV
Week ”  will help to usher in be

days for Australia’s greatest industr;
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Mr. Clapp’s New Position

MR. Harold W. Clapp, Chairman of Com=
missioners, was recently elected president
of the Old Melburnians’ Society by the Council
of that body for the ensuing year. He will be
installed in his new office on May 12, Mr.
Clapp was a student at Melbourne Grammar
School in 1885-1886. —S.

Transportation Retirements

RANSPORTATION branch men who will

begin to take an interest in superannuation
payments this month include Assistant Station-
master C. Manley of Glenferrie, who com-
pletes 12 vears of service on April 2 Clerk W.
McMahon of Flinders-street, 43 years on
April 3; Stationmaster L. Malcolm of Cran-
bourne. 44 vears on Apri} 8; Goods Guard
A. Gasperino of Benalla, 43 years on April 12
Conductor F. A. Thane of Spencer-street, 45
vears on April 22, Goods Guard J. Landers

| of Donald, 43 vears on_April 25 ; and Parcels

" Porter D. cKay of Flinders-street, 44 years
on April . —O.N.
Block

A WALLET of notes was the farewell gift
of his metropolitan railway friends to
Block and Signal Inspector Ted Anderson,
‘ whose recent retirement terminated a 4i-vear
railway carecer, Mr. Tom BSullivan, assistant
to the metro. supt., made the presentation and
valedictory remarks were delivered by Block
and Signal Inspector David Beddoe and Duncan
Considine, the latter recalling that the inspector
had taught him the rudiments of safeworking
when he started as a block-boy at Essendon.
Ted Anderson started as a porter at North
Fitzroy and served as Signalman at Essendon,
Princes-bridge and Flinders-streer ““ A box
before securing his inspectorship. >

April Birthdays

RIVER A. Pevitt of Benalla, Stationmastet

J.J. Bradford of Derrinallum, and Cleaner
A. McMillan of Reservoir, on the first ; Frank
Coombes of the Live Stock and Bookstalls
Manager E. ]. Letcher, on the second ; Edward
Rosman of the Way and Works and Frank
Adams of the Secretary’s office, on the third ;
Shunter E. Pitcher of Geelong and Works
Foreman A. S. Guilfoyle of Dimboola, on the
fourth; Manager S. H. Evans of Newport
signal shops and Yard Porter |. F. Coffey of
Woodend, on the sixth; Fares Clerk J. H.
Reilly and Loco. Running Officer W. E. May-
nard of Benalla, on the eighth; Pym Goode
of Room 10, on the ninth ; Chief Mechanical
Engineer N. C. Harris, on the 10th; ‘I'rain
Lighting Inspector W. A. Chipper and Driver
H. C. Madden of Mornington, onthe 1 1th; Train
Examiner A. ]. Cole of Korumburra, onthe 12th;
Driver 'T. Pearce of Geelong, on the 1ith;
Electric ‘[rain Driver John Gault of Jolimont,
Inspector of Ironwork W, Watson of Spencer-
street and Guard R. Roberts of Korumburra,
on the 15th; Fitter's Assistant J. 'I'hyne of

Personal Postscript

Bendigo Joco., on the 16th; Fitter-in-Charge
W. A, O'Shea of Wodonga, Stores Chief
Clerk G. Farrelly, Depot Foreman B. P. Cock
of Sevmour and Clerk R. Stephens of the
Transportation staft office, on the 18th; Yard
Foreman R. Long of Newport, Leading Porter
G. L. Tolliday of Warragul, Train Examiner

Naming V.R. Stations.
No. 15: MELBOURNE

LINDERS - STREET takes its
name from the street named
by Sir Richard Bourke in 1837
;fter Captain Matthew Flinders,
N

Princes-bridge takes its name
from a stone bridge over the
Yarra which was opened for
traffic in 1850 and named in
honor of the Prince of Wales,
afterwards King Edward VIL

Spencer-street takes its name
from the street named by Gover-
nor Sir Richard Bourke, in 1837,
after Earl Spencer, previously
Lord Althorp.

G. E. Harris of Ballarat and Storeman E. J.
Cooper of 'Uraralgon, on the 19th;  Sales
Officer H. D. Agg, on the 20th ; Stationmaster
G. Johnson of Flinders-street, Assistant Chief
Storekeeper W. D. Morgan and Clerk W. J.
Thompson of Traralgon, on the 2Jst; Acting
Yard Supervisor GG. Calder of Newport Goods,
on the 22nd; Cleaner G. Tweddle of State
Mine and Shunter W. McCrorey of Mel-
bourne Yard, on the 23rd; Jack Ramsay of
the dining car depot, Passenger Guard ). S,
Tong of Wodonga and 'Train Examiner J. D.
Desmond of North Melbourne workshops, on
the 25th ; Commissioner W. M. Shannon and
Asst. Chief Engineer tor Construction I'. W,
Box, on the 27th 3 Signals Engineer S. P. Jones
and Driver F. Bacon of Geelong, on the 28th ;
and Leading Shunter G. W. Franklin of Mary-
borough, on the 29th. AL

Way and Works Veterans

ENDIGO Way and Works staff lost two
veteran railroaders when Roadmaster E.
Collins and Road Foreman J. Chamberlain
retired recently.  Mr. Collins had 43} years of
railway service to his credit and his colleague
414 vears. —R.C.

Ticket-Snipper

HE would be a brave man who would attempt
to calculate the number of tickets which
Ticket Collector F. Guallagher snipped at the
TFlinders-street barriers during his just-com-
pleted career. Most of his 45 years of service
was spent at the world’s busiest passenger
station, the remainder being put in at St
Kilda. He retired last month. H.E.C.

- Have you thought of providing for some measure of
comfort in the evening of your life?

The System of Group Assurance specially designed
for Ofticers and Employees of the Victorian Railways by

The Colonial Mutual Life Assurance Society Limited

provides an economical and convenient means to this end.

courtesy of the Victorian Railways Department, premium payments may be made
through the Department fortnightly

Write to-day
To THE COLONIAL MUTUAL LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY LIMITED,
316 COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE,

giving name, address, occupation and date of birth, and, upon receipt of same, particulars with
respect to rates and benefits will be forwarded.

Oil Tank ‘“ Don’ts”

EYOND an occasional min
deratlment,  Victorian  railw:
experience with ol tank «

gons  has  been  exceptionally  sat

factory from the safety point of wvie
Experience overseas, however, revea
that grave vesults may follow even

momentary lack of care when handlin
this class of rolling stock.

HE dangers from wreck

serious derailment of tank ca

when the contents of the tanis
escape are obvious, and are wide
recognised by railwaymen handling to
trains, but less obvious causes have hal
equally disastrous results.

Instances have been reported fros
the United States of fires being causs
when tank cais with petrol drippis
from the discharge pipes have be
passing over ash pits.

Again, fuel oil has been allowed
evaporate through failure by the
people to place the dome coves
properly in position on the truc
The resulting explosive vapor igniw
very easily and is incredibly destru
tive.

Similar leakage troubles have -
sulted from excessive bumping
tank cars during shunting operation:

Another tank fire, which invoh
both loss of life and considera!
material destruction, was caused
the shunting of a wagon down on t
tank car which had been left stand:
in an oil depot siding with the ¢
charge pipes still connected. T}
pipes were broken apart and the fuf .

Railway for Nothing

TOY railecays ave common gifts ar
Christmas, but the Bavarian State
has gone one better by offering a rail-
way line 15 niles long, complete
with stations and rolling stock, and in
Sull yunning order, to twhomsoever is
willing to take it over.

Hitherto it has been run by the
Jarestry adwiinistration, who could not
make it payv, but the State does not
wish 1t te be closed down, as it is
largely used by sunvmer holiday makers
and ginter sports devotees.

oil flowed freely over the track.
Victorian railway regulations,
signed to afford every protection,
appear to some railwaymen to be
rigid, but the knowledge that disastr
fires do occur emphasises the neces:
for continued care.
Two ‘“don’ts”
remembering are :—
Don’t bump a tank car you know noth
about; and
Don’t think a smell of petrol around
tank car means nothing.

that are well we

The V.R. News Letter is issued month
the Victorian Railwcays Commissioners to e
railwayman in the service. Personal parag
and other brief succinct contributions shou
addressed to the Editor, Betterment and Pul
Board, Head Office.

Wholly set up and printed in Austral
the Victorian Railways Printing Works, Laus
street, North Melbourne, for the Publishe
"The Victorian Railways Commissioners.
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The Month’e TOplC

Taxes and Ra11 Deﬁc1ts

We must have razlways

We must patronise those railways lf
they are to pay their way.

We must meet in taxation the deficits
which those railways incur in the absence
of our patronage.

HOSE are the three main planks

of the fighting platform of the

strictly non-political National
Railway Defence ‘‘ party,” to which
all railwaymen, by both inclination
and purely selfish interest, belong.
And those are the three elementary
arguments which railwaymen should
be prepared to expound when dis-
cussion with non-railway friends turns
in the direction of taxation—a not
uncommon topic these days.

® ok X

For the railways arve sull indis-
pensable :  primary production would
be impossible without them.

They are efficiently operated by a
skilled team of railwaymen : the
financial results of the Victorian rail-
ways even in their worst year—last
year— compare more than favorably
with all other State railways in Aus-
tralia and with leading overseas rail-
ways.

Their operating costs have been cut
35 per cent. in the past two years ; but
interest charges of £10,000 a day re-
main an uncontrollable burden, and
there is a limit to cuts in working
costs if essential services are to be
maintained.

AILWAY deficits are due to
insufficient patronage by the
citizen shareholders of the

railway business.

Heavy taxation is due to railway
deficits :  last year’s deficit, for
instance, will take at least £10
on the average out of the pockets
of each individual taxpayer.

NVERY railwayman will have the
opportunity at some time or
other of putting this case for the

national undertaking which provides
him with a livelihood. He should
never let that opportunity pass . . . .
Emphasise our ‘‘ party’s’ common-
sense slogan: Jncreased railway pat-
ronage means decreased taxation.
++

Revenue Down £480,000

ROM the beginning of the financial

year until April 14, Victorian

railway revenue had totalled ap-
proximately  £7,350,000, or some
£480,000 less than the income for the
corresponding period of last financial
year.
’ Goods and live stock receipts aggre-
gated £3,698,379, which was an in-
crease of [11,918; but passenger
returns fell away by no less than
£361,441 to £2,828,832.

Lubrlcants Reduce Ra11 Wear on
Curves

locomotive, carrxage and truck wheels are grinding

their way around curved sections of rail track as heavily and as
purposefully as ever, rail renewals at those points have greatly de-
creased following the adoption and extension of ingenious lubricating

LTHOUGH

methods.

0il is very successfully combating the heavy wear of the wheel

flange on the curved steel rail.

HE excessive wear which occurs | lects sufficient lubricant to ease ar

between the flanges of the wheels

and the head of the steel rails
when a train is rounding a curve can
be reduced by either of two methods :
Rails made of steel more durable than
that used in the manufacture of the
wheels can be laid, or lubricants can
be applied.

If the first method were adopted,
the heavy pressure of the grinding
wheels would merely polish the surface
of the rail. But heavy steel rails cost
too much money.

Simplicity and cheapness are the
virtues of the second method, which
is finding increased application in this
State. Oil reduces the friction between
the steel of the rail and the steel of
the flange, being distributed either by
devices fitted to the rails or to the
locomotives.

The rail devices have been installed
at three locations—on the viaduct
between Flinders-street and Spencer-
street, between Hawksburn and South
Yarra and between Jolimont and West
Richmond. They take the shape of a
10-ft. steel trough filled with oiled
worsted, through which the wheel
flange passes and from which it col-

Motor Interests Begin
to See the Light

HERE has been no more

diverting development in the
transport controversy than the
recent outcry by the Commercial
Motor Users’ Association against
the competition to which motor
’buses are subjected in Brunswick
by horse-cabs.

T YHE humor of the position be-
comes literally Gilbertian when
the Association argues that the

motor ’buses are being placed at a
disadvantage owing to the taxes and
maintenance costs which they are
compelled to pay and which the horse-
drawn cabs escape, and when it further
complains that the cabs are cutting
prices,

For it is precisely those arguments
which the Motor Users’ Association
ridicules and describes as the last
refuge of obsolescence and inefficiency
when the Railways Department ad-
vances them as part of its agitation
for wise and effective co-ordination of
all transport services,

Who knows but that
interests will be converted completely
to the railway viewpoint if the Motor
Users’ Association continues to read
departmental propaganda.

2

| of scrap iron and steel by Japa-
the motor |

| last few months.

speed its passage around the wvast
relieved curve.

The viaduct devices are veterans,
being now some five years old.
They have proved very effective
not only in reducmg the wear on
the rails, but also in eliminating
the squealing of the tortured steel
which formerly serenaded the
electric trains as they rounded
the viaduct curves.

The lubricating devices which e
attached to locomotives have bes
introduced on branch lines in mous
tainous districts (such as the Talles
gatta-Cudgewa section), where ¢t
curves are numerous, but the serv
so infrequent that it would not
economical to install devices on t
rails. The locomotive device oil-cos
the flanges as the train proceeds, as
so achieves the same protective res:
as the rail device. Wear on the st
flanges of the rolling stock wheels as
on the steel rails of the track is be:
alike minimised.

The introduction of these devic
and extension of their use has ps
ticular value at the present time, wh
every avenue is being explored
effect greater economy in costs &
greater efficiency in service.

He Didn’t Want Ba:

ROCEEDINGS at a recent ¢

court case in Sydney showed 1t

it sometimes pays a prisoner
be refused bail.

The defendant had been remanc
to Victoria and bail had been fixec
£150. To the surprise of the ma
trate, the defendant then asked :
he be not granted bail. His sub
quent explanation—and a very c«
vincing one—was that he would have
pay his own railway fare to Melbous
if he were on bail, whereas he wec
travel free if in custody.

The magistrate dryvly acceded to
request.

—_—+4

Japan Buys Our Scrag

AYBE it is a reflection of 1

\/I unsettled conditions in N
churia where Japan has b
accustomed to obtain  much
the iron required by her indust-
but, whatever the reason, re:
purchases from the Victorian railv

buyers have been particularly welcos

The local market has been depress
but sales for export have absor
5,000 tons or so of scrap during
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Personal Postscript

World’s Busiest Stationmaster
T HE head man at the world’s busiest station
1s about to retire. Forty-six years ago,
Francis Frederick Bobsein started work at
Moonee Ponds station as a porter; on May
27, as Stationmaster at Flinders-street, he
attains his 65th birthday and quits the service.
He was appointed clerk less than three years
after joining the service and had booking
experience at Sandringham and at Oakleigh,
where he took over from the late E. B. Jones
who became Commissioner. Then the grades
of a.s.m., s.m. and r.s.m. took him all over the
State, some of his more important stations
being Bairnsdale, Warragul, Wangaratta, Wo-
donga, Benalla, Horsham and Camperdown.
At one time, he was chief clerk of the Warrnam-

bool goods; at another he represented the
Commissioniers on the station classification
committee ; and on still other occasions he

spent short periods at Spencer-street station.
A couple of years as traffic inspector under the
metropolitan superintendent and four years as
examining officer for s.m’s. and as.m’s,

rounded out a career that culminated with his
appomtment to Flinders-street as stationmaster
in 1924 S.C.W.

Staff Oﬂ?cer Retires

N the eve of his retirement last month,

Charles Heffey of the Rolling Stock staff
office was presented with a wireless set as a part-
ing gift from his colleagues. He had been a
railwayman since 1888, when he joined the
Transportation branch as a clerk, transferring
to the Rolling Stock branch in 1901. [Ior
many years past he had been a well-known
member of the staff office. .

Ted Hatt Goes

FLI\]DERS -STREET A’ box has lost
its signalman-in- chalge I‘ed Hatt, straight-
goer and good fellow, havmg called it a fair
thing after 44 vears. He was a porter at
Castlemaine under Stationmaster Paul Reade,
and was soon promoted to signalman at Redes-
dale Junction, being stationed subsequently at
Williamstown,  Franklin-street, Castlemaine,
Seymour, Traralgon and Box Hill. He was
in ‘“A” box for 17 ycars. —H.E.C

May Birthdays

GUARD H. Fisher of Maryborough, on the
first; Rolling Stock Accountant W. J.
Bustelli, and Guard R. J. James of Warragul
and Lighter-up J. Headland of Benalla, on the
second ; Discipline Board Chairman H. Clark
and Distribution Engineer W. Steiger, on the
third ; Jack Barrie and Fred Fewster of the
Transpormtlon despatch office, on the fourth;
Signalman W. W. Ferguson of Richmond, on
the sixth ;
W. Clapp and Ganger T. Doran of Bendigo,
on the seventh; Shunter A. J. Miller of Mel-

bourne yard and Fireman J. H. Bagley of
Wodonga, on the eighth ; R. Stanistreet of the
betterment board, on the ninth; Porter W.

P. Byrne of Warrnambool and Leading Shunter
R. E. Hayden of Dandenong, on the 10th;
Goods Guard F. G. Brown of Donald, on the

| office, on the

| of Bendigo and Signalman J.

Chairman of Commissioners Hlarold |

11th; Bruce Longfield of the Traffic, on the
12th; Works Foreman R. Syme of Bendigo,
Workshops Manager Harry James of Jolimont
and Yard TForeman J. O’Dea of Melbourne
yard, on the 13th; Driver A. Lambden of
Seymour, Works Foreman W. Pullen of Wan-
garatta, Guard J. S. Reece of Korumburra
and Stationmaster J. R. Dempster of Moriac,
on the 14th; Guard S. Craig of Tallangatta,
on the 15th ; Driver Charley Jordan of North
Melbourne loco., Ieading Shunter S. Kent
of Ballarat and Passenger Guard J. P. Cape
of Wodonga, on the 16th; Special Officer Ern
Hawken of the Traffic and Enginemen’s In-
structor Ted Burnell of North loco., on the
17th;  Alex. McDonald of the Secretary’s
office on the 18th; Works Foreman H. Wilson
of Wangaratta, on the 19th; Packer W. R.
Checuccl of Bendigo, on the 20th;  Guard
Frank Woodford of Ballarat, on
Yard Foreman Alex. Robinson of Melbourne
yard, J. A. Mactaggart of the Accounts branch
and Norman Opie of the Way and Works staff

\ o ‘
; Naming V.R. Stations ‘
( No. 16: ILLOWA |

THIS name is probably a cor-
ruption of the native word
‘“Illour,” meaning ‘ yesterday.”
The applicability of this mean-
ing to the locality is a mystery.

22nd ;
R. Leslie,

Way and Works Shops
Driver C. W. Bullock
V. Smith of
Melbourne yard, on the 24th ; Station Director
H. Kidd of Spencer-street, on the 23th ; Les.
Timewell, secretary to the CommlSSloners on
the 27th; Yard Foreman Jim Darcy of Bendlgo
and \/\72)' and Works Engineer J. J. Mont-
gomery, on the 28th; Overhead Superinten-
dent G. S. Scott, on the 20th;  Assistant
Engineer W. J. Uren of the Way and Works,
on the 30th; and Driver 'T. A. Williams of
Traralgon on the 31st. —A.L.

Manager P.

45 Years—and One Day

FOR'I‘Y—FIVE vears and one day of con-
tinuopus service as a permanent railwayman
was the record of Parlor Car Conductor Fred
Thane when he retired on April 22. He
joined the service as porter at Spencer-street
on April 21, 1887, the day preceding his 20th
birthday. A vear or so earlier, he had helped
with the duplication of the north-east line
between Essendon and Kilmore Junction, but
left that job to work on a sheep station in the
Beveridge district. As porter and ticket
checker, he remained at Spencer-street for 20
vears before being transferred to Wodonga as
conductor on trains running over the tracks
which he had helped to build. In 1912, he
returned to Spencer-street to take up regular
running on the parlor car. Amongst his
recollections are a Commissioners’ award of
£2 for his “‘ alertness” in detecting a ticket-
scalper who was subsequently heavily fined,

Have you thought of providing for some measure of
comfort in the evening of your life?

The System of Group Assurance specially designed
for Officers and Employees of the Victorian Railways by

The Colonial Mutual Life Assurance Society Limited

provides an economical and covenient means to this end.

DBy courtesy of the Victorian Railways Department premium payments may be made
through the Department fortnightly

Write to-day
TO THE COLONIAL MUTUAL LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY LIMITED

316 CoLLINS STREET,

MELBOURNE,

giving name, address, occupation and date of birth, and upon receipt of same, particulars with
respect to rates and benefits will be forwarded.

I collected and destroyed with rubbish from

the 2lIst; |

| and the discovery in the parlor car of a cigar:

| gratifying recognition of his zeal as a chex

. the Victorian Railways Printing Works, Lau-
i street, ] t \ he
' The Victorian Railways Commissioners.

tin containing about £300 worth of pearls
diamond jewellery. The former incident +

The second he regards as a particularly lu
episode, not from the value of the jewel
but because of the unaccountable imp:
which prompted him to pick up the tin in
empty car, enabling the valuable propert:
be restored to its owner and thereby sa
him from any suspicion which may have !
aroused had the tin and its contents t

car. Pleasant, quietly spoken, scrupulos
honest, and eager always to do the fair th
he was one of the most popuhr 'lltenc
which the parlor car ever had. CW

10 Veterans Depart

THE following 10 well-known Transs
tation men who will draw railway pay
the last time this month have spent an aver
of 44 years of their lives in the service :i—

ves
Stationmaster Wm. McCarthy of Ascot £

Vale
Clerk J. Hunter of Room 9 4 -
Pass. Guard R. Allan of Spencer- street . i
Signalman E. Hatt of Melbourne Yard . 4

Messenger 'I'. Casey of Spencer-street L. 4
Asst. Supt. T, H. Sansom of Melbourne 4

yard
Goods Checker S. Rankins of Melbourne 4
goods
Asst. Stationmaster J.
Gheringhap
Clerk J. H. Nevillc of Melbourne good&.. 4
Vanman F. W. Smith of Flinders-street... £
Best wishes for a long and happv ret
life to them all. —AE

A. Kirwan of 4

Stationmaster and Schoolmaster

S TATIONMASTER Ted Hally of Essun_
one of the most popular of the old s

of railwaymen, will retire from the se'
on May 12. "He was appointed on Aus
26, 1339, as clerk, and twenty years later v
to Essendon as a.s.m. From 1912 on, he
service in many parts of the State as r.:
and, in 1921, was one of the first instruc
for the classes of newly-appointed ju-
clerks and lad porters. So successful was
teaching that he was given charge of the stz
accounts and management class at the Ir
tute in February 1923, where he coached
many as 500 correspondence and oral stud
at the one time. Promotion took him =
from the V.R.I. during April, 1926, to -
charge of Essendon station, where he has b
located ever since. He was at one time
union nominee on station classification ¢
mittee. -

Retired from Cranbourne

TATIONMASTER Lewis Malcolm,

retired from Cranbourne on April 8,
seen service in many parts of Victoria sinc:
joined the railways at Kingston in 1888.
had charge of Kilmore Junction, Baysw:
Gembrook (as T.S.M.), Sprmghurst, AY
Town, Werribee and Yarmm before app
ment to Cranbourne six years ago.
be succeeded by Stationmaster T.
transferred from Carnegie.

University Man

NI:»\X ROUT of the Comptroiler of
count’s office received his Bachelo:
Commerce degree at the Melbourne 1
versity commencement celebrations last mes
He has been a railwayman since 1918, an
the first commerce student from the rail
to complete his degree course as the hc
of a Government free place.

The V.R. News Letter s issued monthl
the Victorian Railways Commissioners lo e
ratlwavman in the service. Personal paragr:
and other brief succinct contributions shou
addressed to the Editor, Betterment and Pub
Board, Head Office.

Wholly set up and printed in Australs
North Melbourne, for the Publishes
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" The Month’s Topic

Comparison . . ..

N previous issues we have referred
briefly to the favorable showing
which the Victorian railways make

from the point of view of operating
efficiency, compared with the railways
of Great Britain and the U.S.A.
Figures now available set out fully
the financial results of the four big
groups of British railways for 1931,
and enable a more detailed-——and a
still more favorable—comparison to be
made with Victorian railway results.

The combined earnings of the four

big railway groups in Britain were 818
per cent. less in 1931 than in 1930,
and operating expenditure was reduced
by 784 per cent., with the result that
total net earnings were reduced by
11'52 per cent. Comparable figures
for the Victorian railways were 16°53
per cent. reduction in earnings, 1905
per cent. reduction in working costs
and 6°81 per cent. reduction in total
net earnings.

railway earnings fell to a greater

degree than the reduction in working
costs, the Victorian working costs were
reduced considerably more than the
drop in revenue, although the per-
centage drop tn Victorian yeceipts was
more than twice as great as in Britain.
The imperative meed for this drastic
cut in Victorian working expenses was
evidenced by the record deficit last year.

IN other words, while the British

* ok kK

HE average return on the capital

invested in the British railways

was 292 per cent. last year;
if rates and taxes had not been charged,
the return would have been 3'03 per
cent. Both these figures are exclusive
of the amount represented by stores
and materials.

The Victorian 1ailways return last
year on the same basis was 309 per
cent.; including stores and materials it
was 3'04 per cent.

HE ratio of working costs to

earnings shows that the Victorian

railways more than hold their
own in comparison with the British
system. The Victorian percentage was
7701 last year, compared with 81°09
for the Great Western, 81'25 for the
London, Midland and Scottish, 81°01
for the Southern, and 80795 for the
London and North-Eastern.

In other words, it cost only £77 to
earn every £100 in Victoria, compared
with £81 in Britain. 'This comparison,
of course, excludes interest charges . . .

NDICATIVE as they are of a
gratifying degree of efliciency in
the operation of the Victorian rail-

ways, these favorable comparisons can-
not fail to be both a source of satis-
faction to all railwaymen and a spur
to even higher achievements.

. Four New Ticket Cabinets Replace
18 Old Models at Spencer-st.

HE suburban booking office at
T Spencer-street station underwent a

transformation on June Y.  Four
new ticket cabinets, of the American
type similar to those introduced at
Flinders-street on May 1 last year,
replaced the old type cabinets pre-
viously in use.

This change-over brought within easy
reach of the booking clerk the nultitude
of tickets which previously were spread
over a distance of some yards, entailing
a great deal of umnecessarv walking
for the clerk and, consequently, slowing
down the rate of booking.

HE office is long and narrow and

the old cabinets, ranging in size

from four tiers to eight tiers of
tubes, represented the peaksand valleys
of a mountain range. They accommo-
dated approximately 1000 ticket tubes.
The new cabinets-—one of 372 tubes and
three of 216 tubes each-—provide a
similar capacity, present a uniform
appearance, and concentrate the whole
of the tickets in a limited area.

In addition to these advantages, the
office was rearranged by the removal
of a considerable length of counter
and other equipment, and the clerk
can now more readily co-ordinate his
accountancy work with prompt atten-
tion to the requirements of pas-
sengers, Formerly, his view of the
window when working at the office

table was the ticke
cabinets.

Incidentally, the new cabinets are &
distinet departure from the old type
They have a rolling front which, whe
closed, excludes dust and presents a
attractive appearance.

They are deeper than the old type
enabling a full packet of tickets, in-
stead of only portion of a packet, to b
inserted in the tube. This also cor
serves space in the cabinet.

The new cabinets also
elimipate the boards fitted
over each row of tubes to
show the station names and
fares. The fares are shown
on the front of the tube,
which is so designed that the
full face of the ticket can be
read at a glance by the book-
ing clerk.

obscured by

At Flinders-street, of course, t!
introduction of the new cabine
enabled staff adjustments to be mac
by permitting a full range of suburb:
tickets to be provided at each windc
instead of a supply for a limited numb
of lines as under the old arrangemer
As a result, instead of having all ¢
windows open all the time, the traf
during slack periods of the day can fr
quently be handled from one windos

The modernisation of the Spence
street office, however, will not pern
of staff economies, as the booking
handled by one clerk.

Interstate Co-operation
PPRECIATION of the helpful

co-operation of the Victorian rail-

ways was recently expressed by
the Commonwealth Railways Com-
missioner (Mr. G. A. Gahan) when
referring to the growing popularity of
the new fast goods schedule operating
between Victoria and Western Aus-
tralia.

Delivery of freight is now being
effected in Perth eight days after leav-
ing Melbourne. Rates have been re-
duced also, and the cheaper, faster
service is increasing interstate traffic
appreciably.

Mr. Gahan emphasises that the
development of this valuable traffic
has been contributed to in no small
measure by the assistance of the Vie-
torian railways.

Coburg Substation

APID progress has been made

with the new automatic sub-

station which is being erected
at Coburg.

By the middle of last month, the
building had been completed and the
work of installing the necessary plant
is now being pushed forward steadily.
It is expected that the new substation
will be in running by the end of this
month.

Farming Train Tribute

EFORE returning to England |z
month, Rev. Dr. Lauchlan Mz
Lean Watt, Turnbull Tru

preacher for 1932, paid a particular
glowing tribute to the value of =
Better Farming Train and the natios
work which it is performing.

““Its introduction was a stroke
genius,” he declared. ‘“ The trz
i1s one of the greatest things in =
world—an apostle of prosperity a
enlightenment.”

Dr. Watt was also highly impress
with the efficiency of the Victor
railways system generally.

++
First “Through” Expre
USTRALIAN railway history
made on the 8th of last mors
when the Brisbane Limited I
press arrived at the Central Syd-
station after having made the =
*“ through » run from the Queens!:
capital. It was the first time tha
train from another State had arr
in Sydney direct.

Previously passengers had to le
the train at either side of the Clarer
river, join a launch and make a =
connection again. The completior
the bridge across the river at Grafn
has filled the gap in the standard gz
lines.
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Personal

Record ¢

W HAT is probably an Australian record for
length of railway service at one station
has been estzbhshed by Guard Hughie Raverty,
who has just retired from Princes-bridge
station with 44 vears of service to his credit.
For the whole of that time he was stationed
at the Bridge, first as porter, then as cloak room
attendant, and finally as suburban guard.
Popular with railwaymen and the public alike,
he was possessed of an inexhaustible stock of
good stories. And he knew how to tell them.
—C

New Man

ACK McCAHERY has succeeded Fred

Thane as conductor in the Sydney Limited
parlor car. He was appointed to the per-
manent staff in 1910, and has been located at
Spencer-street for many years past, dividing
his time between the sleecping cars and the
tours of the Commlssmners train, with service
on the ‘“Reso’ trains both for Victorian and
overseas parties thrown in for variety. He is
probably one of the most widely known rail-
waymen in the service. .R.

Lived in a Tent

LONC and varied was the railway career
of Asst. Supt. T. Sansom of the Melbourne
vard, whose retirement was recorded in last
month’s News-Lefter. He started as a porter,
was for a time shunter at Woodend, and was
then transferred to Seymour as goods guard.
He went to Wonthaggi as passenger guard
when the line was first opened, and became
a prominent member of the colony of railway
pioneers living in tents in the newly-settled
locality. The Sansom tent had the reputation
of being the cleanest in the district. A
strenuous term as yard foreman preceded
Mr. Sansom’s final elevation to administrative
responsibility in the Melbourne vard.—H.E.C.

FJune Birthdays

CHARLES MULIANY of the Better
Farming Train and Depot Foreman j. A
Gordon of Flinders-street, on the third ; Trans-
portation Staff Officer R. McClelland, Station-
master C. Wadelton of Warrnambool, and
Block and Signal Imspector C. 1. Saunders
of Ballarat, on the fourth; Phil. Maynard of
the Transportation branch, on the fifth ; Driver
W. Ludge of Korumburra, on the sixth ; Rolling
Stock Staff Clerk 'Tom Coulthard anmeer
A. K. Bartel, Les. Barrett of Room _’, Auditor
of Revenue D. H. Fdlconer, Bonding Foreman
W. C. Pain of Flinders-street, and Guard J. G,

Dick of Flinders-street, on the eighth ; Guard
P. H. Ross of Melbourne yard, Asns[ant to the
Metro. Supt. T. Sullivan and Train Examiner
]. Robertson of Maryborough, on the 10th;

Goods Guard C. D. Elliott of Melbourne
yard, on the 11th ; Depot Foreman W. M. Ross
and Yard IF oreman J. Muller of Geelong, and
Porter H. W_ Jackson of Benalla, on the 12th;

S. A. Rosier of the Rolling Stock Accounts and
Boiletmaker R. A. Flower of Traralgon, onthe
13th ; Advertising Sales Officer G. P. Mulcahy,

|

Postscript

onthe 14th ; Special Officer J. McDowell of the
Traffic Branch and Driver P, G. Ballantine
of Seymour, on the 15th ; Bookkeeper W. H.
Tregoning of the Accounts Branch, on the
17th; Leading Engine Cleaner C. H. Pevitt
of Benalla and Shunter E, S. Adams of Benalla,
on the 19th; Works Sub-Foreman A. F.
Caven of Geelong, on the 20th ; Assist. Chief
Engineer Arthur Goudy of Way and Works
and Guard B. G, Jones of Donald, on the 21st ;
Stationmaster W. H. French of Huon, on the
22nd; Guard A. R. Howlett of Melbourne
yard on the 23rd; Works Foreman W. .
O'Connor of Maryborough and Porter T. B.
Hovey of Heywood, on the 24th ; Bill Brandy
of the Transportation branch and Asst. Claims
Agent P. A. Fankbhauser, on the 2ith; Reg.
Wotherspoon of the Tourist Bureau, Raillmotor
Engineer T. O. Pugh and Fitter C. K. McKay
of Benalla, on the 26th; Prosecuting Officer
. Hennessy, C. P. Golden of Geelong,
Leading Shunter C. Rudd of Melbourne
yard and Signal Supervisor L. Tarrant of
Spencer-street, on the 27th; Signalman R.
Wryatt of \Varragul on the 28th; Guard E.
Campi of Ballarat and ngnalman H. W

“ Naming V.R. Stations |

No. 17: KINNABULLA

IN 1889 this place was owned by

Mr. Stephen Laver. Wild cattle
were numerous and destructive, and
as they could not be approached by
day, they were occasionally shot at
night when coming to drink at a drain
or watercourse. The blacks ac-
companied the whites on these
occasions and were given part of the
meat obtained. When hungry, they
would ask Mr. Laver to go out and
‘“ kin-na-bulla” (““ kill a bullock.”)

The word thus formed was adopted
by Mr. Laver as a brand for his wool
packs and later was applied to the
locality.

Calder of Melbourne Yard, on the 29th; and
Engineer ]. Fowler of the betterment board,
Block and Signal Inspector C, Meclntyre of
the safeworking office, Packer and Trimmer
‘T'. P. Regan of Traralgon and Depot Foreman
W. J. George of Maryborough, on the 30th.

Presentations

FOR\/II:R Metropolitan Supt. J. G. Lee,
whose retirement was mentioned in the
March issue of the News Letter, was recently
presented with a wallet of notes by a repre-~
sentative gathering of all grades of railwaymen
from the metropolitan and eastern divisions.

Mr. E. Russell, present Metro. Supt.,
made the presentation in the Institute, and
Mr. Lee has since purchased a grandfather

clock which he will no doubt treasure as a
lasting memento of the goodwill of his friends.
A similar presentation was made to the popular
superintendent at a recent officers’ conference.
AW,

Have you thought of providing for some measure of
comfort in the evening of your life?

The

System of Group Assurance specially designed

for Officers and Employees of the Victorian Railways by

The Coionial Mutual Life Assurance Society Limited

provides an economical and covenient means to this end.

By courtesy of the Victorian Railways Department premium payments may be made
through the Department fortnightly

Write to-day

TO THE COLONIAL MUTUAL LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY LIMITED

316 COLLINS STREET,

MELBOURNE,

giving name, address, occupation and date of birth, and upon receipt of same, particulars with
respect 1o rates and benefits will be forwarded.

‘*“ Railways Backbo

of Transport™
Say Uncle Sam’s Experts

HOSE people who infer tha:
railroad is an effete and c
lescent form of transport, =
discussing the rail-and-road argum
would do well to ponder the follos
considered utterance of Uncle Ss
Interstate Commerce Commission
authoritative and independent
which controls transportation in

USA.

OMETHING should be said
the railroad future and what can b
done in a more enduring way to prote
and stabilise it. The railroads nos
Sfurnish the backbone and, for that matter
most of the other vital bones of th
transportation system of the countr;
and we believe this will be a situation
for a long time to come.
‘ We are not impressed with i
thought that they are doomed, in an:-
thing like the mear future, to go th
way of the stage coach and the canal.

Pivot Retirement

CHEERFUL Jim Lynch, officer-in-c

of the Geelong Goods, has retirec
43 vears of efficient service. For many
he was A.S.M. at Dandenong, later ser
Night Officer at Horsham. He was
S.M.’s clerk at Flinders-street for a
and was subsequently appointed offic
charge of the Montague shipping shecd
the big shed was opened. He was trans
to the Pivot four years ago.—H.E.C

Tests and Surveys

EDVVARD CAREY, who retired re

from the Newport test laboraror
look back on half-a-century of railrc
divided equally between the Victorian ru
laboratory and the railway Constru
branch. He assisted in the suiveys fc
railways in many parts of the State, ac
lating a rich store of anecdotes conc
life in the survey camps. As labc
assistant, since 1907, he was well liked
colleagues who presented him with a ¢
on the eve of his retirement.—S.C.W

Br Brevities

LES McARTHUR of the Transpes
branch staff office was recently re-
to the committee of the Melbourne f
club.

Max. Rout, of the Accountancy FEs
who complered his commerce course &
University last vear, is sharing with =
student the Kilmany Scholarship for re
in economic problems.

Jack Hawken, special
charge of Flinders-street
retired after 44 years service, spent at St. §
Elsternwick, old Princes-bridge and
and ‘“B” boxes.

Last Mile Post

STATIONMASTER Michael W=
Bairnsdale, died last month. H
been a railwayman for 43 years, and w:
popular in the Gippsland district, wk
spent the whole of his career. He ha
stationmaster at Moe, Morwell, I
Maffra, Leongatha, Nyora and Bairns:

He was 63

class signalr
SR b

The V.R. News Letter Is issued mos
the Victorian Railways Conmmissioners
railwayman in the service. Personal par:
and other brief succinct contributions s
addressed to the Editor, Betterment and |
Board, Head Oﬁ?ce

\’Vholly set up and pnnted in AU\
the Victorian Railways Printing Works, L
street, North Melbourne, for the_Pub
The Victorian Railways Commissioners
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Early Birds....
and Wool

S is well known, early birds
seldom leave many worms for
late arrivals.

Interpreted broadly, the remark
holds good for the transport of Vic-
toria’s wool clip. Early bids for this
big job will probably win a big pro-
portion of the traffic.

Rajlwaymen accordingly should not
delay in making contact with local
wool-growers, explaining rail facilities
and in other ways endeavouring to
ensure that the grower uses the national
transport system——his railways.

Talking points which railway sales-
men will find helpful are:

OOL will be loaded free of
l/ l/ charge at railway stations. A

deduction of 4d. per bale will
be made from the freight charges when
a grower loads his own wool at un-
attended stations.

There is no wneed for the grower to
employ an agent to despatch his wool
at the local station.

Expeditious and reliable railway ser-
vice is guaranteed.

When growers consign their wool by
rail, they entrust it 1o the care of a
responsible authority with whom they
can always make contact and from
whom they can always secure satis-
faction should by any remote mischance
some cause for complaint or claim arise.
No other form of transport, it can be
emphasised, offers this same guarantee
of responsibility while carrying the
growers' valuable wool consignments.

* K ¥

OMMERCIAL agents have al-

ready been actively soliciting

business in the woolgrowing
districts, and station staffs should not
hesitate to get in touch with the
General Passenger and Freight Agent
if they have any knowledge of the
possibility of a wool-consignment being
lost to the railways.

We cannot afford—either Depart-
mentally or individually—to lose the
transport of a single bale of the sea-
son’s clip, but that success cannot be
achieved without the enthusiastic co-
operation of all station stafi in the
woolgrowing districts.

And the earlier our canvassing
begins, the more satisfactory will be
cur results.

Down Half-a-Million
T June /4, railway revenue had
aggregated £8,833,423 since the
beginning of the financial year,
or £512,443 less than the earnings
for the corresponding period of last
financial year.
Decreases had been registered
every class of railway business.

in

USTRALIA had its first

Flinders-street

A from

destinations.
torial.

The wtmost secrecy had necessarily to be observed in the preparation
of timetable schedules, and remarkable precantions were taken to ensure
that the arrangements would be completed without any possible leakage

of information m advance.

NE train was sent to Belgrave,

where the party detrained and

followed a selected route to
Clematis, where the train wes rejoined.
The other two parties walked from
Wandin to Mt. Evelyn via the Silvan
reservoir.

Tickets were printed in contrasted
colors for the different trains, and
passengers were permitted to travel
only by the train for which their tickets
were issued.  Yellow tickets were avail-
able for the train to Belgrave and 500
passengers were booked : the other
two trains carried 600 passengers
each, one party holding blue tickets
and the other red.

The hikers were permitted to
retain their special tickets which were
lettered—

HIKERS” MYSTERY EXPRESS

Tlinders-street to X and return same day.

All tickets were sold at the Tourist
Bureau and the first train was booked
in four days. The 600 tickets for the
second train were disposed of in less than
two days, and third train was fully
bocked in less than four davs. Parties
of [0 were permitted to reserve com-
partments for the outward journey and
400 availed themselves of this facility.
As the fare for the journey was 4/—
return, the revenue benefitted to the
extent of £ 340.

The Tourist Bureau was besieged
with inquiries as to the destination of
the trains, but no information was
given other than that released in the
press. Some passengers, seeking in a
roundabout way to learn their destina-
tion, asked what suburban stations the
trains would stop at, intimating that
they would prefer to join at inter-
mediate stations if their districts were
being passed through. These people,
also, were advised to watch the news-
papers.

But the most serious difficulties in
maintaining secrecy confronted the
timetables office.  The framing of the
train schedules was a simple matter,
but guile was necessary in ascertaining
the capacity of sidings and making
similar inquiries.

It was, of course, essential that
track gangs be informed that special
trains would be running, and a pre-
liminary special train circular was
accordingly sent out on Iridav, June
3, to stations within a radius of %0
miles of Melbourne, stating baldly

How ‘““Mystery Hike'’ Arrangement
Were Kept Secret

Last-Minute Release of Circulars

“ Mystery Hike”
Birthday, when the Victorian Railways van three special trains
conveying
The novel outing was sponsored by the Sun News Pic-

|
|
|

that special trains would be run °
hikers
times from Melbourne and the arn
times
given but there were no indications
the
warned to be on the alert for the p
sage of these trains.

special tram circulars were prepas
and enveloped under the direct sups
vision of
arrangements, instead of being pass
through the regular channels.
body who normally receives spec
train circulars was notified.

their destination until just prior
departure.
pick up their trains at Flinders-str
at a certain time in the morning :
told that they would arrive back e:
in the evening. There was no ne:
sity to provide relief crews.

indicate to
lines the trains would be travel
over, were not placed in position u
immediately before the trains’ de;
ture.
on the engines and
signs of the electric train which ¢
veyed the first party to Upper Fern:
Gully showed only )
usual practice of chalking on the s
of the engines
departure time of the train to wk

it

carried out.

ping only at Box Hill, at which ste:
sealed
maps and details of the routes 1
traversed were distributed to all ;
sengers.

on the King’s

1,700 passengers to unknown

on June 6. The depart

on the return journey we

destinations.,  The staff we

On the Saturday morning,

the officer handling

Ever

The circulars for the stations
which could not conveniently be
reached in reasonable time on the
Monday morning were distributec
by the Sunday trains, but those for
nearer stations were not releasec
until about an hour before the
trains were due to leave Melbourne
This meant that intending pas-
sengers would, in practically al
cases, either be in the city or es

route before the circulars wer
delivered.
The train crews were not

They were instructed

Distinguishing head signals, usec
signalmen en route

Head boards were not carr
the destina:

*“ Special.”
the destination

was allotted was not, of cous

The trains were run express, s:

envelopes containing  ske

The whole of the arrangement
were carried out without a hitck
the Sun attributing the ‘‘ brillias
success ' of the excursions to *‘ idea
weather, beautiful scenery, an:d
perfect railway organisation.”
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Personal Postscript

Fack and Fim

ONE of the News Letter contributors went
wrong last month. He mixed up Jack
Lynch, who has just _etired as officer-in-
charge of the Geelong Goods, with Jim Lynch,
who retired some months ago as ofhcer-in-
charge of the shipping shed. We apologise
to both Jack and Jim for the confusion and
thank the 33 ’phone callers, 23 visitors and
17 writers who directed our attention to the
error (up to the t'me of going to press).—Ed.

Leaves Ken. Goods

I ENSINGTON goods iost its Station-

master, popular Jack Whykes, last month.
He had been a railwayman since August, 1885.
On behalf of the staff, Traffic Inspector Tom
Mulcahy presented him with a crystal set and
tray. Other spokesmen included Messrs.
J. George, Theo. Wohlfahrt and J. Hanlon,
old members of the S.M.s staff, and Mr.
O’Meara, his successor. Mr. Whykes, in his
response, recalled that he had been particularly
fortunate with his staffs during his railway
career. ‘‘ 1 never had to tell a man anything
a second time, nor did I ever have to report
a man >’—].H.

Lifesavers’ Secretary

ERNIE PLEYDELL, of the Claims Agent’s
office, was recently appointed secretary
of the Royal Life Saving Society of Victoria,
this distinction following upon several years
of active organising work for sporting bodies.
He is also vice-chairman of the Society and
vice-president of the North Road (Brighton)
Life Saving Club, and he holds every possible
lifesaving award. Other interests of recent
years have been with the Prahran football club
as treasurer, with Brighton club for three years
as secretary, and with the Elsternwick cricket
club also’ as secretary. Organising for
charitable appeals has helped to occupy his
spare time but, in the future, the work of the
Iife-saving society will keep him busy after
office-hours. He joined the railways in 1916
as junior clerk at Toorak, and served at many
suburban and country stations before being
transferred to head office in 1920. He has
been with the Claims Agent ever since.—
.CW,

Fuly Birthdays

SUPERINTENDENT of Passenger Train
Service Hugh Cooke and Storeman-in-
charge J. H. Main of Maryborough loco. on
the first; Block and Signal Inspector A. E.
Colson of Flinders-street, Goods Agent W.
N. Wortley and Guard ]J. M. Wright of
Dimboola, on the third; Cleaner W. L.
Davis of Mildura, on the fifth; Fitter A.
Price of Bendigo, on the sixth; Roadmaster
C. S. Walsh of Geelong, on the seventh;
Ganger H, J. Emmett of Woori Yallock, on
the eighth; Government Tourist Officer W.
T. McConnell, Road Foreman H. H. Charman
of Maryborough and Fireman F. Croucher of
Benalla, on the ninth; Senior Chemist W. S,
Macartney of Newport, Senior Clerk B. F.

r
|

|
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Lamb of Bendigo and Guard M. T. Cleary
of Benalla, on the 12th; Block and Signal
Inspector A. W. Murfitt of Flinders-street,
on the 13th; Driver F. A. Chamberlain of
Maryborough and  Assistant  Photographer
Andy Reid, on the 14th: Guard Harry Lee
of Melbourre yard, on the 16th ; Bill Wother-
spoon of Room 10, Driver G. Thomson of
Donald, Running-gear Repairer V. Pinder
of Benalla and Louis Corkill of the Way and
Works Accounts, on the 18th; Outdoor
Stores Superintendent H. Sergeant, on the
19th ; Senior Foreman Alf. Jukes ot Melbourne
Goods and Yard Supervisor John Baker of
Geelong, on the 20th; Fireman C. Kemmis
of Geelong, on the 21st; Chief Clerk V.
Letcher of the Secretary's branch, on the
292nd ; Works Sub-foreman C. ]J. Profitt of
Dimboola, on the 23rd; Driver-in-charge
T, H. Fitch of Warracknabeal and Assistant
Shed Foreman R. Kennedy of North Loco.,
on the 26th ; Train Despatcher Sep. O’Haire
of Ararat, on the 27th; Superintending
Engineer C. Fethney, on the 23th; Chris.
Madigan of North Melbourne loco., Station-
master T. Leyden of Penshurst and Clerk-in-
charge F. Donohue of Oakleigh Way and
Works, on the 29th ; and Electrical Engineer
J. W. L. Varey, on the 31st.—A.L.

In Brief

R ECENT retirements not previously
mentioned in the News Letter include

Shunter T. Bergin of Wangaratta, Parcels

Porter A. G. Jones of Flinders-street, Station-
master J. Miles of Upper F.T. Gully, Porter
R. S. Milne of Spencer-street, Signalman G.
Pavich of Footscray, Clerk J. P. Rouchi of
Sale, Watchman D. J. Shannon of the Mel-
bourne goods, Lampman J. Smith of the
Melbourne yard and—lone representative of
the fair sex—Miss O’Grady, popular typiste
in the Metro. Supt.’s office.—A.E.W.
Hiking Champion
In a recent hiking competition for Victorian
scouts, FEvan Prewett of the Cashier's
office secured first place, entitling him to hold
the shield for the next 12 months. It was a
week-end hike through hilly country between
Dandenong and Belgrave, and points were
awarded for wvarious phases of scoutcraft,
including camp making, observation of natural
features and map drawing to scale. Experience
gained as lands officer’s assistant in the Estate
office stood him in good stead.—J.L.

State Mine Identity

AFTER 42 vears of railroading, the las:
14 of which were spent at State Mine,
Depot Foreman A. C. P. Banfield has retired.
He joined up as a turner at Newport in 1390,
transferring to Traralgon as leading hand
fitter in 1912, and to Korumburra as fitter-
in-charge five vears later. Appointment to
State Mine as depot foreman followed at the
beginning of 1918.—P.G.

THE COLONIAL MUTUAL LIFE ASSURANCE

SOCIETY LTD.

This Society’s Group Assurance Policies include, in addition to the usual provisions,

EXCEPTIONALLY LIBERAL
PERMANENT TOTAL DISABLEMENT BENEFITS
For instance, the loss of either hand by accident would, in itself,
constitute Permanent Total Disablement and would entitle the member
to receive the full sum assured in one sum.
By courtesy of the Victorian Railways Department, premium payments may be made by author-
ising that Department to deduct premiums fortnightly from earnings.
WRITE TODAY FOR PARTICULARS
To the Colonial Mutual Life Assurance Society Limited
316 COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE

giving name, address, occupation, and date of birth, and upon receipt of same, particulars with
respect to rates and benefits will be forwarded.

Last Mile Post

JAMES ALEXANDER MILLER

HE death of Mr. J. A. Miller, secre

to Mr. Commissioner Molomby and =
secrefary of the Railway Classification Bo=
came as a sudden shock early last mom
He fell, cutting his face, about a week p
viously and contracted tetanus,

Although his whole railway career
spent in the Secretary’s branch, which
Joined in 1907, the universally popular ]
was widely known throughout the Departme
For a time he was secretary to Mr. Clz
He was educated at Geelong College
scrved with the ALLF. from 1916 until
end of the war,
_'The burial took place at the Geelong N
General Cemetery and leading railway offic
attended at the graveside. The casket
borne(to the grave by Messes. N. Quail
Beeching. L. Anderson and J. Mills of

Secretary’s  branch, ard the pall bess
included Messrs. C. Miscamble (ex- C
missioncr), E. C. Eyers (Secretary),
Cameron (Chairman, ‘Staff Board), P.

C:’Arqlan (Special Staff Officer), V. Let
(S,hlef Clerk), J. L. Timewell (secretary to
Commissioners), H. J. Hodgens (secretan
Mr. Clapp), J. Hennessy, C. Davis an:
Fetherstonhaugh of the” Secretary’s bres
and R. Ryan of the Telegraph office.

WILLIAM HUNTER

M R. W. HUNTER, clerk in the Melbo-
=7+ vard, died recently at the age of 57.

joined the service in 1890, and was stati
in the Melbourne yard for many years.

WILLIAM JONES
AFTER living in retirement for three y
at Stawell, Mr. William Tones, fom
passenger Guard, died recently.

He had had 44 years service in the rail
and was widely known and very por
Most of his railway life was spent ‘at Stz
He was 68

WILLIAM PAUL McCARTHY
I\IR W. P. McCARTHY, late stz
<+ master at Ascot Vale, who had
retired after completing nearly 47 yea-
service, died recently in St. Vincent's hos:
He was buried in the old Melbcs
cemetery, by a sad coincidence, on the d-
which his railway vervice would normally
terminated. .

Transfers

S'I‘ATIONMASTER W. E. Mills of Mz
was  presented with a gold-mou

fountain pen by the station staff when t-

ferred, on promotion, to Swan Hill. He

been at Maffra for four vears.

After five vears as clerk-in-charge of
Kyneton goods, Mr. A. Chapman has
transferred on loan to the Chief Secre:s
Depﬂrgment. He was presented wi:
tra\:éllmg rug and gold sleeve-links.

Very appropriately, the staff at Ya
presented Assistant  Stationmaster
Morrison with an electric jug when he
transferred from the station. He goe
Frankston.

After six vears on the staff of the Bette
and Pullicity board, Mr. R. F. Stanistree
gone out as  stationmaster again. I
proceeding to Maftra, he was given a fas
presentation by the staff.

Stationmaster Paterson of Glenloth has
transferred to Kerang. He and his wife
the guests of the townspeople before
departure.

Travelling ase and fountain pen we-
farewell gifts of the railway staff at Castles
to Mr. W. Stewart, roadmaster’s clerk
transfer to Melbourne.—H.E.C. .

The V.R. News Letter is issued mont
the Victorian Railways Commissioners to
railwayman in the service. Personal para
and other brief succinct contributions shoe
addressed to the Editor, Betterment and P
Board, Head O ffice.

Wholly set up and printed in Austrs
the Victorian Railways Printing Works, Lz
street, North Melbourne, for the Publs:
The Victorian Railways Commissioners.
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- Sheprarton; -

The Month s Top1c |

Throwing
Money Away

LTHOUGH there was a sub-

stantial falling-off in traffic last

year, the amount paid out in
claims was practically the same as
the total the year before.

Improvement this vear is accordingly
a matter of urgent necessity. For
money paid in claims is money thrown
away. And goodwill thrown away,
too.

Never before has there been such
pressing need for revenue and for the
goodwill upon which we build increased
revenue. Each claim lodged against
the Department is not only a threat to
our revenue, but a menace also to that
goodwill.

To reduce those claims, to exercise
the utmost care in the stowing of goods
and the shunting of trucks, to handle

-all consignments as we would wish our

own property to be handled, to enhance
our goodwill and protect our revenue—
these should be the unswerving aims
of all railwaymen this year.

Fuel Conservatlon

O that the Fuel Conservation
S movement mav be actively ve-

commenced, practically the same
organisation as was developed in the
past has been again established, and
tentative dates have been drawn up
for an inaugural meeting 1o be con-
ducted in each district within the next
Sew weeks.

EVEN committees will be formed
and meetings will be held at the
points indicated :

Metropolitan  district, Melbourne  vard
office ;  Seymour—Seymour, Wodonga and
Bendigo — Bendigo, Korong
Vale and Echuca ; . Ballarat—TDallarat, Ararat
and Dimboola ; Maryborough-—nNlarvborough
and Donald :  Geelong—Geelong, Colac and
Hamilton : Eastern and South-Fastern—War-

ragul, Traralgon and IKorumburra.

Each district committee will be
representative of the district and
drawn from grades connected with
train running operations. The first
committee will hold office for 12
months.

Meetings will be conducted on the
same lines as previously, and all sug-
gestions of a constructive nature will
be accepted even though their relation
to fuel conservation may appear remote.

For although the Fuel Conserva-
tion movement was, of course, originally
designed with the view of reducing
the fuel bill, a further advantage re-
sulting from the friendly round-table
discussion between the men and their
supervising officers was the develop-
ment of a fine spirit of teamwork.

Both of these benefits will be con-
tinued by the re-cstablishment of the
commitiees.

Railwaymen at These Stations are

High Up in the World

HE highest railway station in

Victoria is Shelley, on the
Cudgewa line, which is 2,562 feet
above sea level.

But a New South Wales station is
the highest in Australia. Ben
Lomond, between Glen Innes and
Armidale, on the old Sydney-
Brisbane main line, is 4,473 feet
above the sea.

UMOULIN, 3162 feet, near the

terminus of the branch line from

Cairns to Ravenshoe is Queens-
land’s highest station although the
adjoining stations, Turalka and Kaban,
3128 and 3153 feet above sea level,
press Tumoulin close for first place.

South Australia’s highest station is
Belalie North, near Peterborough,
2,024 feet above sea level, while Guild-
ford, on the Burnie-Zeehan line in
Tasmania is one foot lower. So that
there can be no dispute about the
height of stations in South Australia,
it is specified that the figures quoted
show ‘‘ the height of the rails above
low-water mark (spring tides) Port
Adelaide.”

The new line built from Meeka-
tharra to serve the Wiluna goldfield
has the highest station in Western
Australia. The station is Paroo, and
it has an altitude of /,9/6 feet.

Golden Ridge, 15 miles from
Kalgoorlie, is the highest station

Rallway Traﬂic Declme
is World-wide

LL over the world, the depression
has seriously affected rathvay
traffic, and the varyving degrees
to which the systems of the most
important countries have suffered is
clearly shown by the following table
from The Financial Tines. The figures
show the percentage of decline in
traffic, both passenger and goods, for
the first seven months of 1931 :—
Percentage of Decline.

Passenger Goods
Traffic. Traffic.
Switzerland (A 5'5
Sweden 4'5 160
France 49 96
Belgium 60 146
England 71 10-4
Austria 94 133
German Reichs- 114 169
bahn
Italian State Rail- 13-7 —
ways
Princinal U.S.A. 233 179
lincs
HE passenger traffic on the 1Vie-
torian Railways during 1930-31
was 195 per cent. less than for

192930, and the goods traffic declined
140 per cent. over tie suine period.
—_——

Buffalo Chalet Ball Success

NI ORE than 1100 guests attended the highly
successful second annual Bufialo Chalet
Cabaret Buoll which was held ar Wattle Path,
St. Kilda, last month.  As a result the Lord
Mayor’s fund will benefic substantially.

2

on the Trans-Australian raxlwaf;
which traverses country general ;
regarded by those who haven’t been
there as flat desert at about sea
level. Which makes it rather
surprising to learn that Golden
Ridge, 1,239 feet above the sea, is
actually 237 feet higher than Bright.
and 173 feet higher than Cudgewa.

Kalgoorlie, the terminus of the
line, is one foot higher than Golden
Ridge.

Austrahia’s altitudes pale almost
insignificance compared with those
some overseas countries. The highs
railway station in the world is La Ci-
on the Peruvian Central Railway

tween I.ima and Oroya, which
15,865 feet above sea level. Mo:
on the Collahuassi branch of

Antofagasta (Chile) and Bolivia R:
way runs a close second with [5/
feet.

Europe's Highest

The highest station on the Alp
railway of Europe is Jungfrauy;
terminus  of the Jungfrau railw
11,342 feet above the sea and
within the region of perpetual sr
and ice.

Timboroa station on the Ken
Uganda railway in East Africa is ¢
highest in the British Empire. [t
9,000 feet above the sea, and, near
the line attains an altitude of 9.
feet.

No Hiking on Uncle
Sam’s “ Mystery Hike"

>

HIS  *“wnystery hiking” ¢
has spread round the world.
REAT BRITAIN is conduc:

regular rail excursions to

known destinations, Both ~

ney and Perth are now, with
bourne, meeting the public dem:
for the novelty in Australia, and
latest world convert is Uncle Sam

However, the Southern railroac
Ohio  and Kentucky, which
America’s first ‘‘ mystery ' tw
substituted a chicken dinner ar
motor-ride for the hike. The Ur
States appears to be one of the
countries 1n  which hiking is
outstandingly — and fashionabl;
popular.

I

Revenue Results

AILWAY revenue returns
close an inauspicious start
the new financial year. For
14-day period ended July 14,
approximate earnings were slig
less than £310,000, compared
more than £335,000 in the corresp
ing fortnight of last financial yea-
Passenger receipts fell by £2 3¢
£139472, and goods and live s
receipts by £18,878 to £131,000.
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Personal Postscrzpt

Climbed

A PRACTICAL railwayman of the old
school, Stationmaster J. C. Boyd steadily
climbed the transportation ladder after a
2(-year-old start as a porter in 1837, ‘Two
vears service in this grade, nine months as
shunter, and 1§ years as operating porter
preccded his appointment as S.M., Natimuk,
in 1906. Promotion took him to %un;hmc,
Mildura, Newmarket goods, Hamilton and
Seymour, from which station he retired last

month.—H.E.C.

Fireman to Foreman

WHEL\' Depot Foreman David MecLellan
Stewart retires from Traralgon towards
the end of this month, he will sever a close
association with locomotives which has lasted
throughout the whole of his 43 vears of prac-
tical railroading. Starting at North  Loco.
as engine cleaner in 1839, his first move was
to Ballarat as fireman nine years later. Pro-
motion to driver at the same location followed
in 1998 and to enginemen’s Instructor in
Melbourne 15 years later. Returning to
North Loco. three years later, he had 12 months’
experience as shed foreman before being
appointed as depot foreman at Ararat. He
has been at '[raralgon since the begmnmg
of 1929. —S.C.W.

Parcels Veteran

PARCELS Foreman James Andrew of
Flinders-street who retired recently had
seen service as porter, parcels porter, passenger
guard and goods guard since he became a
railwayman at the end of August, 1833. He
was stationed at Ringwood, DBendigo and
Melbourne Goods before going to Flinders-

street parcels office in August, 1917. Two
months later he was made foreman.—S.
August Birthdays

Evan Richard of

DISTRICT Engineer
Qakleigh, Tom Kennedy of Room 2,
Traffic Inspector M. Lalor of the metro.’s
office and Depot Foreman J. Meclvor of
Bendigo, on the first; Fitter's Asst. A. G.
Rowley of Traralgon, Depot Foreman G. R.
Critten of Ararat and Viv. Bishop, secretary
to the Asst. G.S.T., on the second; Alec
Wotherspoon of Room [, Driver ]. Lanagan
of Geelong, Asst. Comptroller of Accounts
A. Williams and Jim Langley of Spotswood,
on the third ; Driver L. W. Jackson of Ben-
digo, Asst. D.s. George Rogers of Mary-
borough, Asst. Train Running Officer W.
Ries of Seymour, Driver A. A. Searle of
Geelong and Railmotor Driver H. J. Ashton
of Jolimont, on the fourth ; Chief Eng. of Way
and Works J. M. 1\<hw0rth Chicf Architect
H. T. Stanley, Driver A. Lewis of Traralgon
and Guard W. Wasren of Bendigo, on the
sixth ; DBlock and Signal Inspector J. Mullins
of Tlinders-street and Works Ganger R.
Homfray of Geelong, on the seventh; Signal
Supervisor D. €. Beaumont of Bcndxgo on
the eighth ; Ganger W. Edwards of Koowee-
rup, on the 11th; Guard J. ‘I Mulligan of

|

Donald, Stationmaster H. G. Hooper of
Warragul and W. and W. Engineer W. O.
Brown, on the 12th; Asst. Printing Officer
Bill Tlouston, on the 14th; Signal Supervisor
W, Ewin of Dandenong and O.-in-C. Charles
Corbett of the Melbourne goods perishable
shed, on the 16th : Dist. Engineer A. J. Ward
of Ballarat and W. and W. Engineer W.
Stephen, on the 17th; Leading Shunter J.
Emmerson of Bendigo and Leading Hand
Fitter J. J. Young of Maryborough, o1 the
19th ;  Bill Hambridge of the R.S. druwing
office, on the 20ih; Morgan IHaves ¢t Room
9, Chief Train Despatcher A. H. Game of
Geelong, Engineer Ralph Connolly of the
Electrical branch and Asst. Stationmaster G.
erl( of Bell, on the 21st; Asst. Stationmaster

W. Bcrrv of Kangaroo Flat, on the 22nd;
DM Supt. 'T. H. Maddern of Ballarat, Block
and Signal Inspector David Beddoe of Flinders-

street, Works Foreman (). Flynn of i3allarat
and Stationmaster Alf. Stephens of Portland,
on the 23rd ; Driver E. Fitzpatrick of Wodonga

and Mick Bourke of the W. and W. staff office,
on the 24th ; Cleaner A. R. Adkins of Warragul,

foa— —_— S

Nammg V.R. Sta tions
No. 18: KATAMATITE

THIS place is situated on the
banks of a creek called the

‘“ Boosey,” and the name is said

by some to be a contraction of

the question ‘“ Kate, am

tight > To which the answer

was, ‘‘Yes, you're on the

boosey.” This pleasantry was

attributed to one of the early ‘

surveyors., ‘
Clerk W. F. Gee of Benalla and Chairman
Burt Kelly of the B. and P. Board, on the
v8th;  Special Officer R. G. Wishart and
I\/Ianngex Lindsay MecClelland of the dining
car depot, on the 30th; and Ganger A. R.

Barty of Thorpdale and Electrician Monty
Pearl of Batman-avenue garage, on the 31st.

—A.L
Forty-four

FTER 44 years in the Transportation
branch, Billy Davenport has retired. Most
of his time he was stationmastering at Redes-
dale Juncnon Clyde, Lake Boga, Guildford,
Violet 'T'own, Coleraine and Men[onc but he
put in his last seven years at Melbourne gci_([)dé

Rail Fl) er

F LYING Officer D. A. Gibson, who recently

passed his final examination at Point Cook,
and is to proceed to England to train \\1th
the Royal Air Force was formerly a railwayman.
He was attached to the Electrical Engineering
branch as apprentice testing electrician on
January 14, 1925, and celebrated his first
year with the railways by winning the Harold

THE COLONIAL MUTUAL LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY LTD.
This Society’s Group Assurance Policies include, in addition to the usual provisions,

EXCEPTIONALLY LIBERAL
PERMANENT TOTAL DISABLEMENT BENEFITS

For instance, the loss of either hand by accident would, in itself,
constitute Permanent Total Disablement and would entitle the member
to receive the full sum assured in one sum.
By courtesy of the Victorian Railways Department, premium payments may be made by author-
ising that Department to deduct premiums fortnightly from earnings.
WRITE TODAY FOR PARTICULARS
To the Colonial Mutual Life Assurance Society Limited
316 COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE

giving name, address, occupation, and date of birth, and upon receipt of same, particulars with
respect to rates and benefits will be forwarded.

W. Clapp prize at the Institute. Complc‘
the educational training for apprentices
following year, he was awarded a departmes
scholarship to the Workingmen’s College
enable him to study for the diploma
electrical engineering, Early in 1928
arranged to pay the additional cost for
scholarship to be transferred for the Melbou
University course for the Bachelor of Elect-
Engmeerlng degree. He resigned from
service in January last to accept appointr
to a commission with the air force.—T.E

‘ Feathery”

OPUILAR Bill Featherstone—‘¢ Feathn'
to his friends—has retired with 44
of service behind him. He joined up
porter at Dunnstown, opened Allans
station with S.M. Andv Johnson (just re
from Ballarat), and as a guard at State \
ran the first coal train to Nyora. e wa
a time guard on the Overland. Off the
he conducted a highly popular social clut
railwaymen—ZFeatherstone’s club. —H.!

1ll-Health

OV ING to ill-health, Stationmaster L
Ferguson has re51gned with 30 year

efficient service to his credit. He wz

Narre \Varren for nine years and Cohun:

three. —A.E.V

Prexenlalion

MR T. SANSOM, former Asst. Sup
Melbourne yard whose retirement
mentioned in the May issue of the News-/.
was recently presented with a travelling
and smoker’s outfit by his colleagues, =
A. W. F. Smith handed over the gifts
Mr. Sansom, in acknowledgement, e\p
the hope that his friends would feel a
and hearty as he did when their turn
to retire. —!

Transportation Gleanings

THE following clerks have recently
transferred to the Taxation Departr
G. L. Chapman (Hughesdale), T. A, Fle
(Williamstown Pier), E. M. Gronn (B:
Dist. Supt.’s ofﬁce), C. H. Costello ()
Park), G. F. Rutter (Camberwell) and E.
Condon (Melb. goods). . G. Com
Spotswood has gone to the Health D:
ment.
Recent retirements included Special Ct

T. H. Ctark of Flinders-street, Clerk
Morris of Mclbourne goods, Stationn
L. W. Cooper of Colbinabbin, and

Guard J. O’'Connell of Melbourne yar:

—X

Last Mile Post

JOHN CECIL BOYLE

THE death of Mr. ]J. C. Boyle has res
one of the most popular members
Government Tourist Burcau staff.

He had five years’ service at Camt
and Flinders-street as junior clerk bes
went to the Bureau at the beginning of
With the exception of four vears with the
overseas, he remained with the Burea.
bis death.

AN ILL WIND

FLOOD waters in the Orbost distric
lowing the exceptionally heavy
in Eastern Gippsland during the ear
of last month, brought additional reve
the railways by inundating some of the ¢
paddocks.

A special train of 13 trucks was orce
short notice and ran on July 12 to
cattle from the flooded areas to News
for the followmg day’s sales.

7he VR News Letter is issued mon
the Victorian Railways Commissioners :
raifwayman 1 the service. Personal para
and other brief succinet contributions sh
addressed to the Editor, Betterment and Fu
Board, Head Oﬂlce

Wholly set up and printed in A
the Victorian Railways Printing Works
street, North Melbourne, for the Pubis
The Victorian Railways Commissioners.
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Progress—and
a 78th Birthday

HE Victorian Railways will be

78 years old on the 12th of this

month. On that day in 1854,
the first train to run In Australia was
hauled from Flinders-street to Sand-
ridge (Port Melbourne) by the first
steam locomotive to be built in Aus-
tralia.

The seven-league strides of pro-
gress which the State has made since
then have been mainly along the steel
tracks of the railroads. Railway ex-
pansion has made possible the develop-
ment of the far-flung resources of
Victoria, and has played as biga part
as water conservation in the transfor-
mation of the Mallee.

Indispensable to progress 78 years
ago, the railways are still indispensable

today. Primary production would be
impossible without them. In normal
times, the State looks to them for

approximately half its revenue . . . .

Victorian railwaymen can take pride
in the fact that, although the ines-
capable commitments of £10,000 a
day in interest charges have caused
another deficit, the financial return of
the Victorian railways on property
investment in the two leanest years in
history have been superior to the re-
sults of either the British or American
railways.

For the financial year just closed,
the Victorian return on the railway
capital investment was 4 14 per cent.—
better than for the previous year, for
which the return was 309 per cent.
Few businesses are showing better
results today.

So—many happy returns of the
13th ! Perhaps happy traffic returns
would be a better expression.

Changes at Caulfield

HE final touches are now being

given to a new combination
booking and parcels office at
Caulfield, which will be brought
into use about the middie of this
month.

AULFIELD station comprises an
C island platform between two

single-faced platforms, but the
bulk of the traffic is handled from the
island platform, where the available
accommodation is being re-arranged to
provide improved facilities for the
public and to secure greater efhciency
in working the station.

The new office has been built fronting
the subway to replace the existing
office at the head of the ramp serving
platforms Nos. 2 and 3. Five roll-
front ticket cabinets of the latest type,
each of 216-tube capacity, have been
installed and provision has been made
for three beoking windows instead of
two.

¢

 Goods " Traﬂglé Sflklows Iniproveme

No Other Signal-box Like This O

North Fitzroy “A” Box Had Five Safeworking Systems

Moriere, C. L. Hooper and

C. ¥. Donovan are signalmen
holding a unique position. They are
stationed at North Fitzroy ‘A7
box, where thev are regularly called
upon to control train operations under
four different systems of safeworking.

MESSRS. E. L. NUNN, G. E.

No other signal-box in Victoria
incorporates so many systems.
RAINS to Whittlesea, Clifton

Hill, Royal Park and on the

Fitzroy goods line are all con-
trolled by this box, a different system
being used for each track.

Whittlesea line trains are run on the
electric staff ; double line block is
installed on the Royal Park side ; the
goods line is operated under staff and

Striking

The following interesting letier
was recetved last month by the
Chairman from Myr. Cyril Steele,
a prominent Melbourne business
man :

‘ AVING just returned from a trip
round the world, and having ex-
perienced railway travel in

many countries, | take this oppor-
tunity of saying how favorably rail
travel in Victoria and New South Wales
compares with that of other parts
of the world.

‘“ When we reached Sydney, we
were met on the boat by a represen-
tative of the N.S. Wales railways, who
handed out tickets to us in a most
satisfactory and courteous manner.

““ Our journey from Sydney to Mel-
bourne was all that could be desired
in comfort and service. The smooth
stopping and starting of the train was

|
|
(

Tribute to

|
f
J

ticket conditions ; and the subur
track to Northcote junction s govers
by lever locking and track contr

Incidentally, this last system
brought into operation from the :
of last month, replacing the ta
system so that during the last cou
of months there have actually b
five systems of safeworking in use

Under the old system, the dr
of a train entering the section betv
North Fitzroy ‘“ A box and No
cote loop junction was requirec
hold a tablet as authority, but this
been dispensed with. The signals
at both ends of the section now recu
to co-operate in operating the ¢
trically~controlled signals governing
entrance of trains to and from
section,

Rai '

ail Service
particularly noticeable after the se
jolting experienced on all trains
New York to Vancouver, when it
difficult to stand up or even ge:
sleep.

““The breakfast provided on
Victorian train was the cheapest
best we had received on any
since leaving home, and the Victes
observation car was much superic
the car on the C.P.R. that one k
so much about.

““The only trains comparable
ours, in my opinion, are the En:
ones, which are indeed excellent.

““ It affords me great pleasure
write this letter to you, knowing *
in the thousands of transactions w
my company has with the rail
each year, everyone seems out to
us in every possible way, and a |
appreciation should do much to fu=
improve such a very wonderful ser

FAVORABLE auguries in the
railway goods business
recently included increases in
revenue of £3,491 and £6,900 for
the weeks ended August 7 and
August 14 (as compared with the
corresponding periods last year),
an increase in firewood loading
and an increase in the timber
traffic.

The increases in revenue are
particularly gratifying as they
followed a series of weekly drops
of as much as £20,000 since the
new financial year began.

HE wool season has begun and
indications are that the quantity

to be railed this year will
appreciably exceed last year’s loadings.
Improvement in the building trade
has been reflected in a greater tonnage
of sawn timber despatched from country
mills. Sustenance organisations, by
distributing supplies of firewood, have
been largely responsible for the growth

2

in this class of traffic.

Outwards loading has also impre
the number of loaded trucks despat
from the Melbourne goods sheds
day being slightly in excess of
truckings for the corresponding
last year,

——
More Work for Type-
writer Mechanics

OWARDS the end of last -
when the railway typew
mechanics were being rat
because of the reduction of
arrangements were made for the n
tenance of all State public ser
typewriters to be carried out by
department.
This added 929 typewriters tc
725 railway machines and has <
kept the mechanics fully engage:
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Delivered The Goods

HOMAS RICHARD LUKE SEXTON

is a railwayman who has drunk deep of the
Pierian spring of transportation knowledge
since he started as a junior clerk at Echuca
in 1885. Crammed into his first 34 vears of
railroading was i;-\penence at stations, in the
Seymour District Supt.’s office, in the staff
office, and in Room 1. While at Prince’s
Bridge as s.m.’s clerk he was one of the founders
and first secretary of the railway band. He
relieved the refreshment services chief, the
ambulance officer, and the transportation
stores officer and supervised the railway fire-
fighting appliances and the operations of the
original footwarmer plant. He undertook
special investigations into the cost of operating
the suburban railways with steam locos. when
electrification was being talked of, and he was
the first officer-in-charge of ticket collection.
‘Then followed periods as Asst. District Supt. at
Ballarat and at Bendigo, in the train running
room, and as S.M. at Castlemaine before he
became District Supt. at Maryborough. The
remaining 13 years were spent as Melbourne
Goods Supt., from which position he is about
to retire.—C.S.

New Supr

MR _]ACK HEARLE, who has been in

charge of the truck supply section, in
Room 10, has taken over from Mr. Sexton as
Goods Sup[. He joined the Transportation
branch as junior clerk in 1897, and for many
years was attached to the truck supply division.
He was transferred to the Secretary’s office in

1920 as secretary to Mr. Commissioner
Miscamble and later to Mr. Commissioner
Molomby. He returned to the Transportation

branch in 1926 and has since been in charge
of his old room. Mr. Pym. Goode, who has
followed Mr. Hearle as officer-in- charge truck
supply, has been a railroader since 1901, and
is another Room 10 veteran.—‘‘ Weet.”

September Birthdays

IREMAN J. CLANCY of Bendigo, Cecil

Widdop of Room 2 and Fireman H. P.
‘Tomlinson of Geelong, on the 1st; Asst.
Manager J. Taylor of Newport and 'Phone
Engineer . . Godfree, on the second;
Night Depot Foreman E. W, Ford of Mary-
borough, on the fourth; Train Examiner T.
Orchard of Seymour, R.S.M. Tom Mulcahy
and District R.S. Supt. E. Hinds of Ballarat,
on the sixth; Secretary for Railways E. C.
Eyers and Asst. Chief Mechanical Engineer
A. C. Ahlston, on the eighth; Optg. Porter
M. T. Wighton of Stony Point, Shunter T.
A. Grierson of Wangaratta and Night Depot
Foreman T. Bates of Bendigo, on the ninth;
Claims Agent J. Southam and Senior Time-
keeper Tim O’Donoghue of North loco.
depot, on the 10th; Donald McDonald of
Room 9, Leading Porter Martin Young of
Ararat and Guard W. B. Williams of Ballarat,
on the 11th; Supt. A, W. F. Smith of Mel—
bourne yards, Driver A. Hunt of Geelong,
Porter J. F. Kelly of Warragul, Works Sub-
foreman M. Higgins of Warrnambool and

Signalman R. Macklan of Benalla, on the 12th;
District R.S. Supt. Frank Boadle of Seymour,
on the 15th, Elect. Fitter in Charge J. Ham-
mond, of Dandenong and Elect. Fitter j. Finch
of Bendigo, on the 16th; Tom Doyle of the
Rolling Stock drawing office and 'I'raffic Inspec-
tor R. S. Phillips, on the 18th; Photographer
W. Howieson, Driver A. E, Dent of Korumburra
and Driver ]. Ingoldby of Ballarat, on the
19th ; Works Foreman W. J. Beanland of Sale,
on the 20th ; Asst. General Supt. W. Thomas,
Signal Engineer Colin Young and W. and W.
Materials Clerk Jim Duncan, on the 21st;
District Engineer E. B. Slater of Geelong,
on the 22nd ; Train Examiner W. Oliver of
Warragul and Jock Jory of the W. and W.
correspondence room, .on the 23rd; Signals
Maintenance Engmeer W. Forrest and Signal
Adjuster E. $. Bishop of Dandenong, on the
25th ; Printing Officer Milton Gray, on the
26th ; Fireman C. Tait of Ararat and Fitter R.
G. Elliott of North truck shops, on the 28th;
and Fireman R. E. James of Ararat, on the
29th.—A.L

) Naming V.R. Statxons
No. 19: BARRAPORT

‘ THIS was formerly ‘‘ Barrapoort,”
a name constructed by a resxdent
of the locality. ‘‘ Barrapit”’ was
the native name of the place, and

| the nearest post oﬂice was at Boort.

| Taking ‘" Barra” for the native
name and ‘ oort” for Boort, the
resident added ‘‘ p”’ and thus pro-
duced ‘* Barrapoort.”
} An ‘‘o” was subsequently deleted. l

”»

Flinders-st. Pair

’]"WO Flinders-street veterans terminated

long careers last month—Signalman Paddy
O’Neill, who has been in charge of Flinders-st.
R (the State’s busiest junction) for the
past 12 years ; and ‘‘ Colonel 7’ Jack McDonald,
who has been head-portering at Flinders-street
for the last three years. Both of them started
at Prince’s Bridge as porters the best part of
half-a-century ago, but while Paddy remained
in the signal-box, Jack exchanged lever-pulling
for platform patrolling, and became head porter
at Spencer-street, where he remained for 10
years before coming to Flinders-street.—H.E.C.

Passed with Credit

DURING his 32 years as a railwayman,

Bill Piggott who retired recently from
the position of examining officer in the Way
and Works branch, won the lasting friendship
of railwaymen from one end of Victoria to the
other. A thoroughly practical permanent way
man, he was 12 years as repairer, nine years as
ganger, and three years as special ganger
before his appointment as examining officer in
1924. No greater tribute to his popularity
could be found than the fact that his railway
friends clubbed together to present him with
a wallet containing £120 in notes, an electric

A GROUP ASSURANCE POLICY OF
The Colonial Mutual Life Assurance Society Limited
under which the fortnightly premiums are payable fortnightly through the Railway Department
is the

Ideal First Investment

Policies effected under this Society’s Plan for Victorian Railway employes provide for the simultaneous
operation of THREE separate forms of protection :—

[e8)
(2

Disablement,

CASH BENEFIT payable plus BONUSES at a selected age.

CASH BENEFIT payable plus BONUSES in the event of prior Permanent Total
pursuant to Policy conditions.

For instance,

[hlS benefit would be payable should the assured lose EITHER
AND by accident.

3)

CASH BENEFIT payable plus BONUSES in event of prior Death.

Write to-day for particulars to

THE COLONIAL MUTUAL LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY LIMITED
316 COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE

giving name, address, occupation and date of birth, and upon receipt of same, particulars with
respect to rates and benefits will be forwarded.

wireless set, a handbag for Mrs. Piggott, -
a dressed doll for his granddaughter.
M. Ashworth, branch chief, made
presentation, supported by Asst.
Engineer Goudy, Suptg. Engineer Feths
District Engineer Evan Richard, Chief C
Easterby, Staff Clerk Way, Mr. Fors
representing the signals section, and K
Foreman Campbell, Special Ganger Kilme-
Ganger King, and Repairer Martell, res
senting the outside staff. Al grades of
Way and Works branch to the number of
assembled to wish him good health.
forerunner to the presentation, Mr. Py
was entertained at a dinner and theatre r
by the Way and Works Staff Office social
the preceding evening. He takes this
portunity of thanking all those whe
generously contributed, and particularly ©
whom he will not be able to thank persors
S.C.W.

Good Scout

FOURTEEN yvears in the Traffic bre

and 29 years in the estate office com;
the railway experience of Charles Midd!s
who retired at the end of last month.
widely known and well liked as a railwass
but he was even more widely known be
of his spare time activities in the scou
world. He had been in turn asst. sc

=

master, district scoutmaster, and chief
commissioner, from which office he re
four years ago. He has since been

missioner for the Camberwel} district.—F.
W. and W. Veteran

W ORKSMASTER E. J. HAINS of N

Melbourne retires early this month
44} years of railway service to his credit.
started as carpenter in 1888, became forems
1900, distriet foreman in 1911 and worksms
nine years later. He was at Seymour for
time before going to North Melbourne.—

Trans. Gleanings

STATIONMASTER E. BIESKE of Be
has retired after 44 years service
joined as a porter, and was Stationmas
Willaura, Newlyn, Cressy, Nyora, State !
Donald and Stawell before entering firs:-
ranks at Benalla some six years ago.

Suburban Guard J. Wookey of Li
retired last month.

Clerk W. H. Davenport, well-known me=
of the Melbourne goods staff, retired rec

Lasmﬁe Post

GEORGE H. BROOME

AFTER a brief illness, Mr Georg
Broome, General Manager of the
Coal Mine, died at his home at Wonthag
August 9
He was widely known as a coalmining «
not only in Australia but also in New Z«
and Canada, and had been in charge
State Mine since its inception in 1909.
The township of Wonthaggi is a monz
to his engineering and organising abil
developing the mine.
JAMES A. HANRAHAN

ENIAL old Mr. J. A. Hanrahan,

- clerk in the stationmaster’s off
Flinders-street, died recently, followimy
operation.

He was a well-known stationmaster
old school, and was for some years
special train staff of Room 2.

THOMAS B. COOK and ALBE
WATKINS

WO retired railway safeworking e
died recently—Mr. Cook
metropolitan block and signal mspecw'
retired about 11 years ago; and
Watkins, one-time asst. safeworkmg
who retired two years ago
Both men had long service in the D
ment.

The V.R. News Letter is issued mon:
the Victorian Railways Commissioners t
railwayman in the service. Personal para
and other brief succinct contributions sh
addressed to the Editor, Betterment and Ps
Baard Head Oﬁ?ce

\’Vholly set up and pnmed in Au
the Victorian Railways Printing Works,
street, North Melbourne, for the Publis
The Victorian Railways Commissioners.
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Bright Side
of Annual Report

ESPITE stagnant conditions,

dwindling traffic and another

big deficit, the annual report
of the Commissioners for last year
has a bright side to it.

First, there is the fact that the
percentage of working expenses to
gross revenue was only 6168, which
is the lowest for 20 years.

This helps to explain why the re-
turn on our capital Investment was
very much better than the average
either of the four principal British
railway companies or of all the leading
railways of U.S.A. The average re-
turn for the year 1931 on the English
investment was 282 per cent., and
on the American railways 1'98 per cent.
On the loan liability of the Depart-
ment at June 30, 1932, our return was
equal to 414 per cent,

Achievements

Then, increased train loads were
authorised on 35 sections, improving
our average goods and live stock ton-
nage per loaded truck mile; and the
general scheme of stores reorgani-
sation, begun 10 years ago, was brought
to finality in gradual stages, enabling a
further reduction of (133,406 to be
effected in thc stores stock.

The percentage of suburban electric
trains on time surpassed the 1930-31
record, advancing from 9699 to 9736 ;
and although on paper the timekeeping
of country passenger and mixed trains
retrogressed, the trouble was primarily
due to the drastic rearrangement in
country schedules and the use of mixed
trains for roadside shunting not pro-
vided for in the timetables.

There was an improvement, too, in
claims payments for damaged and
delayed consignments, the percentage
of claims paid to revenue earned being
023, compared with 0°24 in 1930-31
and 031 in 29-30. . . ..

Staff’s Efforts

All these improvements were clearly
due in large measure to the special
efforts of the railway staff to meet the
most disheartening set of circum-
stances ever confronting the Depart-
ment.

In acknowledging the ‘‘ excellent
service ” of the staff, the Commis-
sioners say that railwaymen ‘‘ have
responded freely to the call to put
forth their best efforts. There are
many evidences—including numerous
letters of appreciation—of the co-opera-
tion between the employees and the
patrons of the Department, and of
the recognition by the staff of the need
for them to function as active business-
agents for the organisation rather than
to confine themselves to the routine
performance of their duties.”

;

Railwaymen to the Fore in Sport

N a previous issue of the News
Letter mention was made of
the active part w}nch Victorian
railwaymen play in the field of
sport. Topical happenings last
month presented some evidence
of the continuance of that interest
in the administration of sport as
well.
OR the first time in the history
of Victorian tennis, a church tennis
association won its way last month
into the final of the L.T. AV, ‘““A”
grade premiership—the Methodist Ten-
nis Association,

The achievement is of interest to
railwaymen because three railwaymen
are prominent members of the church
association’s executive. They are Mr.
T. W. ]J. Cox, Superintendent of Goods
Train Service, who is a vice-president
of the association ; Mr. J. Gilchrist,
Service Engineer, who is a trustee,
and Mr. A. W, Cobham, clerk to the

Claims Agent, who is the genes
secretary.

The other evidence of railwaymer
predominance in sport administrat:
comes from northern Victoria as
relates to football.

Ratlwaymen hold key executs
positions in no fewer than four of
eight teams competing in the Koros
Vale Football League. Mr. H. Buc

stationmaster, is secretary of
Quambatook club ; Mr. Foste
stationmaster, Is president of o
Charlton club; Mr. T. J. Grz
stationmaster, is president of ©
Wedderburn club; and Mr. A. I

Gibson, train examiner, is presides
of the Korong Vale club.

The News Letter would be glad
hear of similar examples of railue
men’s association with sporting a
ministration in Victoria.

Siamese Twins : One
Ticket or Two ?

If you were booking passengers at a
country station and ‘‘ Siamese twins >
wished to travel, would you require
them to hold one ticket or two tickets
Sfor their journey ?

MERICAN railway legal officers

are pondering over this problem,

but their opinions are con-
flicting. One school of thought con-
tends that, although Siamese twins are
two persons and possess indivilual
faculties, they are one inseparable
human entity ; they are so joined
together that when one dies, the other
must die ; and wherever one goes, the
other must go also. Consequently,
one fare should cover their transpor-
tation by railway.

The other side avers just as strongly
that two tickets are required because
the subjects are designated *‘ twins,”
and have all the physical characteristics
of separate individuals. It is further
urged that the original Siamese twins
married and, probably, owned separate
property. Clothing for two and meals
for two would be required by the twins,
and the merchant or restaurant pro-
prietor supplying them could not be
expected to be satisfied with pavment
for one outfit of clothing or one meal.
In the same way, railways rendered
the same service In seats and meals
and transportation as for two separate
persons. Age 1s the only governing
factor in calculating the fares and,
consequently, two tickets are required.

No decision has been reached by the

American railways up to the present.

So far as the Victorian Railways are
concerned, the official ruling is that, if
the twins are over 14 years of age, two
tickets are required; from 4 to 14, one
full fare ticket is sufficient; and under
4 years, free travel would be granted.

Of course, Victorian booking clerks
bave never yet been confronted with
this problem, but, should it arise in the
future, they will know how to deal with
it.

/
|
(

Three Don’ts

Don’t grab sheep and lambs by :
wool when discharging a truck
stock—

Don’t prod the animals with sticks

Don’t use untrained dogs—

AILWAYMLEN engaged in =

handling of stock should ex=

cise the greatest care in loads
and unloading operations.

Roughness in the handling of st
or neglect of the ‘‘ three don’ts ”” me
tioned can injure the appearance
the carcases and definitely reduce =
value of our export trade.

— 4+

Excursions to Yallour

HE Spring series of conduc
excursions of school children
the State Electricity Comn

sion’s works at Yallourn started
auspiciously with a party of 400 .
travelled through from Ballarat e:
last month.

From now until the end of the ve
there is hardly a week during wk
a school tour to Yallourn has not be
arranged, and prospects are bright
breaking the record of 22 spe
trains carrying 9,100 passengers du-
the excursion season of last finan
year.

—e—————
R .
Appreciation
The jollowing letter of appreciatior
was recetved last month by the Chairmar
Jrom Dr. W. L. Potter of Port Mel-
bourne :—
“ RECENTLY had to go to Tocumws
meet a patient who was very ill. I
a bitterly cold day and it was a long wai:
the Stationmaster invited me to sit at hu
and showed me other courtesies. Wher
train from Narrandera arrived, he anc
staff were most courteous, considerate
obliging in transferring the patient—z
case—10 the van of the Melbourne trai-
““ The conductor of the train was ecu
attentive to the patient, her sister and r.
and was exceedingly obliging to me also
““I would like all those officers to be
formed officially that their care and gentis
and courtesy were greatly appreciated.”
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