The V.R. News Letter is issued
monthly by the Victorian Rail-

ways Commissioners to every %,
ratlwayman in the service. %
Personal paragraphs and other @
brief succinct contributions for %,

mclusion in the News Letter
should be addressed to the FEdi-
tor, Betterment and Publicity
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ITH the revenue still falling, 1930 was making a
very gloomy exit as we went to press with the
issue

of the News Letter. Latest

zures available at the time—for the nine days ended

REVENUE
DECREASE OF
£8,000 A
DAY

November 30— disclosed an average
decrease in revenue of almost
£8,000 a day, compared with the
same period in 1929, This was
the heaviest drop over any similar
period in the current financial year,

ind the accelerated decline, if maintained at that rate,

=ould have swollen the total decrease
000,000 by the time this issue was printing.

in revenue to
It was

ped, however, that first deliveries of the season’s wheat
=ould stem the drift to a certain extent.

All classes of

)

The net earning capacity of a truck is £1 a day

ssiness suffered in the slump, goods and live stock drop-
g more than £43,000 over the nine days, passengers
20,000 and refreshment services £3,000.

REVISED estimate of the Victorian wheat harvest
by the Superintendent of Agriculture (Mr. Mullett),
" early in December, was 52 million bushels, some
=orthern and central Mallee crops having failed to realise

ESTIMATING
THE WHEAT
HARVEST

earlier anticipations. The manager
of the Victorlan Wheatgrowers’
Corporation (Mr. Judd) was even
more cautious, putting the vyield
at 50 million bushels. And since

~en heavy rains have provided further cause for concern.
-eviously, it was confidently expected that 1915’s record
-op of 58 million bushels would be exceeded, some
~timistic estimates ranging from 60 to as high as 80

ilion bushels.

Whatever the estimate and whatever the

wtual yield, however, Victorian railwaymen are certainly
woked for a very busy time during the next two months,
i~d some good solid co-operative effort will be needed if
wur objective of an average daily haul of 35 miles and
sverage load of 12 tons for each wheat truck is to be achieved

—or even approached.

ND while we’re on the subject of trucks, a reminder
about the importance of keeping truck books ac-
curately posted at all times wouldn’t be out of place.

el

7
e
/4

-

THE
MONTH'S THOUGHT
>

Z Business is like a wheel-

S

N
=

2 o :
A % :; ;’ 2;27"% et 4 10 ke i go.
% [k

January, 1931

Our truck supply can meet most demands promptly if
careful supervision is exercised
over truck movements. But if
the truck books are not properly
posted, one of the most valuable
checks on overtime trucks fail. And the average net
earning capacity of a standard open truck is £1 a day.

WATCH THE
TRUCK BOOKS

ALKING about wheat yields, it is interesting to
recall that the record number of bags of wheat
ever loaded at any station in Victoria for one season

is 359,643, Yarrawonga was the despatching station
and 1925 the season. Minyip is
WHEAT RECORDS the only other station which

OF THE PAST has ever loaded more than
300,000 bags—321,140. Then,
fairly close together, come Wail (248,147), Jung (247,347)
and Sheephills (245,792). Last season, Yarrawonga had
only 66,150 bags. Rainbow headed the list with 129,592
bags, followed by Lillimur (125,577) and Jung (108,586).
This season . . . . .?

CCORDING to the representative of a big English
travel agency, who arrived in Australia last month,
the work of the Australian National Travel Associa-

tion is already bearing fruit overseas, and there are bright
prospects of a regular flow of

OVERSEAS tourists to Australia commencing
PUBLICITY in two or three years time.
BEARING FRUIT English people, it seems, are

losing their insular habits and
are going farther afield for their holidays every vyear.
Trips to South America and South Africa are becoming
increasingly popular, and the compelling publicity of the
AN.T.A. is now directing attention to the tourist attrac-
tions of Australia. The question of chartering liners for
big cruising parties is already under serious consideration.
And, of course, American visitors are expected to become
more numerous when the new Matson liners reduce the
sailing time across the Pacific to 15 days. All of which
will mean, among other things, increased tourist traffic
on the Australian railways.

HE Doncaster railway is not to be built. Reversing

its 1928 report, which recommended the extension

of the Kew line to Doncaster, the Railways Standing
Committee says :—

The economic outlook now is vastly different from that in 1928.

The committee feels that, in view of the most serious situation

which confronts the State, it cfanr(j,(;v& cor}-

firm the recommendation of 1028 It

NO RAILWAY appreciates the delay in development that

TO DONCASTER this will cause in the district, much of

which is eminentlysuitable for residential

purposes. When the financial position of the State improves,

and when there is a prospect of the ‘land served, most of which is

taken up by single block holders, being used for residential purposes,

the proposal should be submitted for reconsideration. In the

meantime, residents must be satisfied with the present 'bus service,

which, it is recognised, will not be likely to lead to any great
development.



If Names Made Cricketers

F names made a cricket team, the
I Victorian Railways would have a

tight grip on the Ashes for many
vears to come. The nominal wealth of
cricket lalent which is compressed on to
the departmental payrolls would provide
any board of Test selectors with a
bewildering embarrassment of riches.

ONSIDER the bowling strength,
for instance.

In the Department there are
five Blackies, three Tates, four
Gregorys, seven Walls, 95 McDonalds,
three Hurwoods and one Thurlow—
to say nothing of three Ernie Joneses
and four Rhodes.

Wicket-keepers, past and present,
are represented by two Oldfields, 38
Ellises, 37 O’Connors, 57 Kellys and
59 Walkers.

There isn’t a Bradman or a Woodfull
in the service, but plenty of runs
should be forthcoming from four
Hobbses, four Ryders, 32 Jacksons,
two Bardsleys, 44 Hills, one Macartney,
10  Andrews, three McCabes, 22

World’s Smallest Loco.

THE smallest working steam locomotive
in the world was recently exhibited in
London. It is only 2% inches long, but it
pulls a train weighing two ounces along
a quarter-inch gauge railway.

The engine was built in one of his useful
moments by a professional  saxophone
player.

Richardsons and three Riggs; while
the appointment of the captain would
involve consideration of the claims of
14 Armstrongs, five Graces, four
Nobles, 13 Douglasses, four McLarens,
three Warners and 16 Chapmans.

Then the side would find itself
equipped with a Batt, 10 Balls, two
Bayles, six Fields and five Coynes,
and the solitary Scorer, after reference
to the railway nominal rolls, could
mark down one Bowler, six Byes, one
Over and one Duck straightaway.

The names certainly sound good
enough to win the Ashes—rather, to
hold them, seeing that there are already
two Ashes in the service.

—“G.G”

The Year’s Work—
1930 in Retrospect

NINETEEN.-THI.RTY was a year of steadily declining business

in the Victorian Railways, and the imperative need for strict
economy in all branches of the service resulted in a practical
suspension of the rolling stock construction programme, the stringent
curtailment of maintenance work (consistent, of course, with

appr'oved margins of safety) and a State-wide reduction of train
services.

NE section of new line only was opened during 1930-—the Eastmalvern—
Glen Waverley five-mile extension on May 5.

Locomotive construction comprised the completion of a fourth ““S”
class locomotive and two of a batch of 10 *“ N ” class locomotives. Other
rolling stock built during the year included eight petrol electric rail motors
and five trailers, and 300 open trucks of the standard ‘* 1Z ” type. The
newly built trucks were all equipped with automatic couplers, as also were
793 older trucks.

Replacement work involved the construction and equipment of new
boilers to 16 ‘Al ” (saturated) and 13 ‘“A2” (superheated) locomotives.
A further 51 boilers for replacement purposes, in addition to those required
for new locomotives, are under way. The total number of superheater
locomotives in the service was increased to 308 by the conversion of 13

saturated locomotives.
* ok % %

Thirty-four ‘* Casey Jones ’ motors were manufactured at Spotswood
and allotted to various lengths.

Essential maintenance work necessitated the relaying of 48 miles of
track, the renewal of approximately 290,000 sleepers, the reconstruction of
140 miles of fencing, and the use of 29,000 cubic yards of bluestone ballast.

Satisfactory progress was made with the new locomotive erecting shop
at Newport, and work on the Tottenham gravitation and marshalling vards
was sufficiently advanced to enable a considerable area to be made available
in time for the more economical handling of the new season’s wheat. Seven
manually operated substations were completely equipped with high-speed
circuit breakers. g

Nine single-storey lock-up shops were built on railway property at
Footslcray and four at Spencer-street. All have been let at satisfactory
rentals.

Railway communications were improved by the installation of an automatic
telephone exchange at Geelong, and the introduction of the Selector system
in five country sections. Power signalling was provided at Dandenong and
other suburban locations, interlocking gates were installed at Coburg, Narre
Warren and Pascoe Vale, and 57 level crossings were remodelled.

In the refreshment services branch, 1930 saw numerous changes, ranging
from the withdrawal of the Adelaide express dining car to the commencement
of the sale of werkmen’s sixpenny lunches on the concourses of the metro-
politan stations. Depots were established for the sale of lunches, tobacec
and sweets to railway employees in head office and at Jolimont, Bendigo anc
Ballarat workshops, control was assumed of the Nyora refreshment room
and a new tobacco and confectionery stall was opened on Flinders-stree:
concourse.

—S.C.W.

Comparisonof Australian Railway Statistics for Last Year

Common- | New South Victoria \ Queensland South West Tasmania Total
wealth Wales Australia Australia
Miles open 2,145 5,974 4,713 \ 6,447 2,536 4,111 664 26,590
CoIa{gh\'Iie:;e zpassengers, parcels, £195,000 | £8,449,000 £5,428,000) 2,378,000 £820,000 £928,000 £178,000 | £18,376,000
G(?aglslski;::(;gding livestock and £134,000 | £9,377,000 | £5,509,000 | £4,780,000 | (2,259,000 | £2,523,000 £311,000 | £24,083,000
Mgéglel::ml:gus .. £75,000 (Inc;ggjg) £974,000 £144,000 £220,000 £208,000 £18,000 | £1,639,000
Total revenue £404,000 | £17,826,000 | £12,001,000 | £7,302,000 | £3,299,000 | £3,659,000 £507,000 | £44,998,000
Expenditure £555,000 | £14,962,000 | £9,119,000 | £5,946,000 | £3,606,000 | £3,118,000 £535,000 | £37,926,000
Expenditure per cent, of earnings 137:23 8393 7599 8143 112:04 8507 10552 8428
Passenger journeys 124,000 | 147,892,000 | 157,119,000 24,441,000 17,862,000 14,175,000 2,243,000 | 363,856,000
Total freight (tons) 93,000 | 12,151,000 7,514,000 4,528,000 2,669,000 3,530,000 676,000 | 31,161,000

1t will be noted that Victoria's expenditure per cent. of earnings was the lowest of all the railway systems.
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aymen of the Month |§ l§

Old Hand Leaves
TRANSPORTATION branch

man all his career, Stationmaster

Harry Binns, of Warracknabeal,
has retired with 43 years of service
behind him. He was night officer at
Seymour for many years in the old
days, and was stationed, among other
places, at Ferntree Gully, Burnley,
Heywood, Mt. Evelyn and Wyche-
proof. He was in charge of Warrackna-
beal for more than three years.

—H.E.C.

Bendigo Identity

LL sections and grades of the

Bendigo Rolling Stock branch

were represented at the send-off
last month, to Senior Clerk J. J.
McMahon of the depot foreman’s
office.  Chief Clerk H. L. Dickinson
made a special trip from Melbourne to
say good-bye to his old friend. He
pointed out that Mr. McMahon had
been a railwayman for nearly 42 years,
and a Bendigonian for 37.  District
Rolling  Stock  Superintendent  J.
Mcleod presented Mr. McMahon
with an inscribed silver coffee service.

—B.A.

In the Swim

R. J. A. JAMIESON, father

and president of the Institute

swimming club, is preparing
for another busy season, and will be
forming railway classes for the Herald
‘“Learn to Swim > campaign, to be
held between January 17 and February
7. In the last campaign 14 enthusiastic
instructors, of whom Mr. Jamieson
was one, took classes at the club’s
headquarters — the Batman-avenue
baths. —C.S.BB.

January Birthdays

MONG those railwaymen who
start a new calendar year and a
new year of life concurrently is

a good sprinkling of well-known
engineers. These include Water
Supply Engineer H. Willett on the
third, Way and Works Engineer Geo.
Luttrell on the fourth, Assistant Chief
Electrical Engineer C. G. H. McDonald
on the seventh, Engineer Horton in
charge of Newport power house on
the 12th, Bendigo District Engineer
Tom Cozkley on the 17th, and Signal
and Telegraph Engineer E. F. Mclver
on the 23rd. Others who qualify for
good wishes during the month are :—
Depot Foreman Bob White of Geelong, on
the first ; Wally Bunker of Room 10 (at present
organiser for the State Relief Committee), on the
third ; Chief Clerk Charles Dunstan of Ballarat
goods shed, on the sixth ; Jack Fetherstonhaugh,
secretary to Mr. Commissioner Shannon, and
river C. E. Murfett of Dandenong, on the
eighth ; Commercial Agent W. Middleton and
Lands Officer A. H. Rogerson of the Estate
Office, on the ninth; Supervisor of Road
Transport Cecil Walker and Shunter A. E.

"20th

Coles of Warragul, on the 12th; Fireman J.
O’Farrell of Ballarat, on the 14th; Leading
Shunter J. Palmer of Hamilton, Manager W. J.
Thornton of the car and wagon shops, and
Stationmaster E. W, Procter of Dandenong, on
the 15th ; Fireman J. E. Floyd of Warrnambool,
on the 16th; Goods Foreman W. Ellis of
Bendigo, on the 19th; Jim Miller, secretary of
the Classification board, and Train Examiner
MeclIntosh of Traralgon, on the 20th ; Travelling
Audit Inspector J. G. Moore and Bonding
Supervisor W. W. Tunn of Flinders-street, on

the 21st; Traffic Inspector Alf. Giles of the
Metro.’s office, on the 22nd; TFireman
J. Pollock of Bendigo, on the 23rd ; Electrical

Superintendent Alec. McLean, on the 25th;
Block and Signal Inspector Ted Anderson, on
the 26th; Betterment Board Member Lance
Bromilow, and Ticket Maker George Oakley
of the Stores branch, on the 28th; Leading
Shunter C. O’Halloran of Melbourne Yard,
Fireman R. Sampson of Swan Hill and
Enginemen’s Instructor W. H. Hillis, on the
and Driver W. Busbridge of Geelong,
on the 31st.

Railway Cuttings as Home Sites
“ POOFS " may be burlt over all railway

tracks running through London and
the reclaimed land used for building pur-
poses.

This proposal 1s being given serious
consideration by the London County Council.
Advocates of the plan point out that all of
the tracks are in deep cuttings and could
eastly be *‘ roofed” in a manner to make
them absolutely safe areas on which to
erect houses.

Such a plan has been found successful in
certain parts of New York and Chicago.

There is a serious housing shortage in
London, and reclaiming the ** tops ' of the
ratlway tracks would make 540 more acres
available for homes, said Alfred E. Bossom,
architect and M.P.

At Ararat for 26 Years

N his 26th year at Ararat, Head

Porter Sam Welch has been

transferred to Ballarat. Sam
started as a block-boy in the Princes-
bridge signal box in 1887. The three
signalmen who were working the levers
in that box at the time were Messrs.
Miscamble, Blazey and Robertson—
truly a distinguished trio of railwaymen.
Sam went to Castlemaine two vyears
later, and with the late Fred. Sutton,
opened the ‘“ B” box at that station.
Surrey Hills afterwards knew him as
signalman for some time, and he also
held down the job of leading porter at
Benalla and Bendigo, before trans-
ferring to Ararat in 1903. Both he and
his wife received gifts from their Ararat
friends on their departure for Ballarat.

—* Mag.”

Pelmanism

Half an hour’s study of the Pelman System at
night makes you a better man the next day and
every day after. It helps you in your other
studies ; it helps in your work, in vour play and
in your pay, by increasing all-round efhiciency.
Copies of the Pelman 76-page book, ** The
Efficient Mind,” are posted free.  Call or write
to the Secretary,

THE PELMAN INSTITUTE

32 Gloucester House, 396 Flinders Lane
(Corner Market Street), Melbourne

Dudley-street’s Loss

UDLEY-STREET signal box
has lost its ruling spirit. Signal-
man-in-charge Henry Thompson

has gone on final annual leave before

retirement.  He had 44 years service
and was well-known all round the
State. —S

A Short Shift

FTER several years at Marnoo,
Engine-driver Con. Power has
been transferred to Murtoa. A
veteran of 42 years service, he is due
to retire next May. He was most
popular in the district.
—G.C.

Saying It with Silver

R. DAVE BLACKIE, whose
retirement from the position
of special officer in the Trans-

portation branch was mentioned in last
month’s News Letter, was presented
with a beautiful tea and coffee service,
early last month, by the officers of the
branch. —AW.

Last Mile Post
ARTHUR MORRISON
R. ARTHUR MORRISON,
clerk in the Way and Works
branch, at Geelong. died last
month. He had been a railwayman
since 1900 and, before going to Geelong,
was in the South Melbourne and Port
Melbourne districts.
He was aged 49 years and leaves z
widow and two young children.

FRANCIS HODGES

RAGICALLY sudden was the

death, last month, of Mr. Frank

Hodges, running gear repairer at
Ballarat. He collapsed and died while
at work in the shops.

He was a very popular resident o
Ballarat and a keen pigeon-fancier |
being president of the Ballarat Homing!
Club.

He ieaves a widow and family.

CHARLES E. BAYNES |

R.CHARLES BAYNES, retirec
stationmaster, who has beer
living at Castlemaine, has diec|

at the age of 76 years.

During his career, he was in charge|
of Guildford, Barnawartha and Bunin-|
yong. ‘

Wholly set up and printed in Australia =|
the Victorian Railways Printing Works. Taurens|
street, North Melbourne. for the Publishers—
The Victorian Railways Commissioners.
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Stationmasters Help
the Fruitgrower

S a direct result of the assistance
volunteered by country station-
masters, orders for approximately

3,000 buckets of berry fruit were placed
in country districts throughout Vic-
toria. No doubt, because of their
cheapness, goosebernes were easily the
most popular variety of berry fruit,
representing one- third of the total
sales.

In addition, some 1,200 boxes of
Tasmanian black currants were dis-
posed of and quantities are still being
ordered.

There was a :fine response from
stationmasters, also, to the Goulburn
Valley fru1tgrowers appeal for assist-
ance in the disposal of apricots. One
hundred and eighteen stations sold
335 cases, despite the fact that the fruit
was ripe before sales publicity was
started.

Largest individual orders came from
Serviceton (29 cases), Merino and
Dumosa (14 cases each) and Nullawil
(10 cases).

Results of the sale of peaches, pears,
quinces and grapes in the same way
are awaited with interest.

Naming V.R. Stations

No. I.—TEMPY

THIS was formerly a temporary
siding, and in railway waybxlls
and memos. the word * temporary ’
was abbreviated to ‘' Tempy.”

In that form the word was even-
tually adopted as the name of the
present station.

Australia Eats
More Oranges

ACH Australian is now eating
five 1b. more oranges a vear than
he was four years ago. Last vear,

the average consumption was 25 Ib.
of oranges per head of population.
In 1926-27, it was 20 Ib.

This latest figure shows that Australia
consumes more oranges than any other
country in the world. In America the
average consumption is 23 Ib. a year,
while Great Britain and Canada are
each credited with 19 1b.

It would be interesting to know to
what extent the increased consumption
of citrus fruit in Victoria is directly
attributable to propaganda with which
this Department has been so closely
assoctated.

February Suggestions
Drive

HE subiect chosen for the 38th
Suggestions Drive, which will be
held during February, is :—
Tarpaulins and Their
Handling
Suggestions should be submitted to
the Betterment and Publicity Board
in the usual way. Suggestions on any
other subject will, of course, also be
accepted.

Non-paying Lines—
How They Are Financed

RAILWAYMEN should know something of the general policy
governing the financial operation of non-p ‘i’mg lines in Victoria.
The position is here explained simply and briefly.

NDER the Railways Act of 1896, provision was made that, where Parlia-
ment authorises the construction of any new line of railway which fails
to produce sufficient revenue to cover the interest on its cost of con-

struction and the expenses of its maintenance and operation, the annual loss
will be recouped to the railways from consolidated revenue. For the last
financial year, payment of £ 199,929 was made in this connection. This amount
represents the loss on lines constructed since 1896, although some lines built
before that date are also non-paying. The first claim made under this arrange-
ment was submitted for the 1917-18 financial year.

In every instance, the construction of the line has been for the purpose
of developing and opening up country which until then had been more or
less unproductive. Nor was it anticipated that the new lines would imme-
diately, or for some time after construction, pay full working expenses and
interest.

The construction of new railway lines in Victoria is, of course, outside
the jurisdiction of the Railways Commissioners. Preliminary investigations
into the desirability of building new lines are carried out by the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Railways, the construction work is carried out under
the direction of the Railways Construction Branch of the Board of Land and
Works, and the completed lines are handed over to the Railways Commis-
sioners for operation.

QUESTION which arises when payment by the Government to the

railways on account of non-paying lines is mentioned is the equity of

taking money from consolidated revenue for the benefit of a particular
section of the community. There are three practicable methods by which
the loss on these lines can be made good—

(a) By imposing local rates, the users of the line being thus required to pay rela-
tively higher charges than other railway users ;

(b) By spreading the loss over the whole of the railway users by means of a percentage
increase 1n all fares and freight rates; and

(¢) By recouping the loss from the consolidated revenue, thereby spreading it over
the whole of the taxpayers.

‘The first method, by placing an additional tax on the producers in the
district concerned as compared with producers more fortunately situated as
regards freight charges, would hinder settlement instead of encouraging it
The second method is inequitable as it taxes the railway user who is not
even remotely interested in the construction or otherwise of the line.

The third method is equitable as it charges to consolidated revenue the
loss after local users have paid for the service received in the same proportior.
as other railway users. By this method, the whole community shares in the
cost of developing the whole of the country and in the further productior.
of wealth which results.

Railway Plant for Treating Wet Sugar

OPULAR opinion associates the

lost property store in Flinders-

street extension with a musty
collection of kit bags, suit cases, um-
brellas and all the other whatnots that
forgetful people are apt to leave in
railway carriages or cloak rooms and
never bother to inquire for. Not
many would expect to find a plant for
treating damaged sugar on the premises.
There it is, however—housed in an
annexe to the main building.

From various causes, it is inevitable
that an occasional consignment of
sugar will be slightly damaged by rain
or other soakage. Such sugar can be
perfectly dried and rehabilitated by a
simple and inexpensive process, and
by this means claims expenditure can
be offset to some extent.

2

Before the sugar is emptied from t
bags, all traces of dirt are remow:
from the outside. The sugar is th:
spread out on trays which are plac
in a suitably designed dryer. !
electric heating element is placed
one end and a blower drives the heat
air all round the sugar trays with ¢
result that surplus moisture is so
removed.

From the dryer, the sugar is empt:
into a bin and fed through a grinc
to reduce it to the size of ordinz
sugar. It passes on through a sie
to a receiver from which it is remov
and bagged in new bags.

The plant has also been used
occasicn for treating flour, but sug
is the usual commodity handled.

—A.B.C
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| Rail\;v____aymen of the Month

Admiral of the Pier

ILLIAMSTOWN Pier has be-
come the focal point for a steady
stream of the new season’s
wheat en ronte to the markets of the
old world. And for the fifth successive
vear, Mick Enright is to be found
directing onerations in the midst of
the seasonal bustle., Since he joined
the railways at the beginning of 1889,
Mick has been porter and signalman,
goods foreman and district superin-
tendent’s chief clerk, assistant station-
master and stationmaster, guard and
shunter, booking clerk and goods clerk,
wraffic inspector and train running
officer, and his experience has been
gained on every line of the system.
" Mag.”
Bushranging Days Recalled

ROBABLY the only surviving

member of the party connected

with the capture of Ned Kelly
at Glenrowan in 1880, Jesse Dowsett,
ex V.R. guard, recently celebrated his
87th birthday. In his 36 years of
service with the Victorian Railways,
one incident stands out in his memory,
and that is the occasion when he was
guard of the special train conveying
police to Glenrowan where the Kellys
made their last stand. He is now
living at Glenhuntly and numbers
among his most treasured possessions
the revoiver he took from Ned Kelly
and one of that worthy’s boots. —A.P.

February Birthdays

F those railmen who will be
celebrating another birthday dur-
ing this month are three who will

also commence their 27th year of railway
service. Joining up on February 7,
1905, Messrs. George Curtis, A. Abbott,
and H. P. Colwell have since graduated
to the responsible positions of manager
of the Bendigo workshops, metro-
politan roadmaster, and chief electrical
engineer respectively, with birthdays,
in their turn, on the 1lth, 24th and
28th of the month. Others who are
due for congratulations during the
month are :—

Fireman J. Pilkington of Traralgon, on the
second ; Driver G. Padgett of Benalla, Guard
R. McKee of Warragul, and Enginemen’s
Instructor W. L. Hosking of North Melbourne,
on the fourth; Boilermaker's Help W. F.
Mayne of Traralgon, on the ffth; Clerk H. V.
Hardy of the Geelong D.S.’s office, on the
seventh ; Worksmaster J. W. Ashton of Qakleigh,
on the eighth ; Guard O. C. Healey of Dimboola,

on the ninth; Road Foreman W. Cashep of
Flinders-street, on the 11th; Dave Little,
secretary to the Medical Officer, and Alf.

Gilmore, secretary to the C.M.E,, on the 12th;
Engineer W. Bromby, on the 15th; Estate
Officer Rankin, Ambulance Officer Fred.
Kaiser and L. H. Upholsterer E. L. Stainer
of Dudley-street, on the 16th; Railways
Medical Officer John Gordon, Engineer J. J.
Gilchrist, Driver V. A. Collins of Bendigo,
and Cleaner A. J. Sheppard of Warragul, on
the 18th ; Driver Bert Rachinger, Shedman A.

Bolitho of Bendigo, and S.M. John Hutton of
Sale, on the 19th; General Passenger and
Freight Agent ]J. McCleltand, on the 20th;
Roadmaster E. Collins of Cressy, on the 21st;
Rolling Stock Superintendent John McLeod
of Bendigo, and Leading Hand W. H. Fewster
of Newport signal shops, on the 23rd;
Leading Shunter E. J. Green of Dandenong,
on the 24th; Chief Clerk Dick Easterby of
the Way and Works Branch, on the 25th;
W. Enderby of the Betterment and Publicity
board, on the 26th : and Chief Train Despatcher
W. R. Price and Ganger A. Gaylard of Oakleigh,
nn the 27th,

Maryborough’s Loss
MARYBOROUGH lost a good

citizen and District Superin-

tendent Russell his right-hand
man by the recent transfer of Jack
Roberts to the truck records room in
head office. During his ten years as
chief clerk at Maryborough, he took
a prominent part in public affairs,
being a borough councillor, mayor and
a commissioner of the water trust. In
addition, he was vice-president of the
league football club and a represen-

tative of the League of Victorian
Wheelmen at the annual Highland
gathering and other local sports
meetings. —M.A.

— And Another One

N the eve of his retirement from

the service a week or so ago,

Mr. Robert Dawson, depot fore-
man at Maryborough, was the centre
of a representative assembly of his
railway and other friends who gathered
in the Institute rooms to wish him a
long and happy retired life. To re-
mind him of the associations of his
41 years of railroading, Bob was
presented with a handsome secretaive
and a travelling rug.

CASH

Means Contentment
Provide for it

NOW

by enrolling in
The Colonial Mutual Life Assurance Socisty's
Group Provident Plan
FOR

Victorian Railways Employees

WATCH THIS SPACE

New Workshops Manager

NGINEER George A. Curtis has
been selected to fill, in an acting
capacity, the position rendered

vacant by the recent retirement of
Manager Percy O’Neil of the Bendigo
North workshops. George commenced
his engineering training as an apprentice
fitter at the Phoenix Foundry, Ballarat,
in 1902, transferring three years later
to the Newport workshops as apprentice
fitter and turner. Theoretical training
at the Workingmen’s college was then
coupled with his practical work. In
1914, after three years as a journeyman,
he was appointed draftsman in the
rolling stock drawing office. With the
establishment of the suggestions board
in 1921, he was selected to act as
engineering member, and, seven years
later, he took charge of the rolling
stock drawing office during the tem-
porary absence of Mr. T. D. Doyle
in America. More recently, he had
charge of the tests for the first Pacific
loco., S300, acted as Superintendent
of Loco. Supplies, managed the Ben-
digo workshops, and filled a number of
other positions for shorter or longer
periods. —CS

What’s In a Name

NTHUSIASTIC walkers are often
the sworn enemies of motorists,
who, it would appear, delight in

smothering them in clouds of dust,
but there are at least two railway
Walkers whose interests are intimately
bound up with the motor side of the
department’s activities. They are
Messrs. C. G. and H. G. Walker,
respectively supervisor of road trans-
port and supervisor of motor transport
services. Appropriately enough, during
C. G.’s period of annual leave last month,
H. G., who until the end of 1929 was
assistant stationmaster at Bendigo, was
called upon to keep the tyred wheels
moving. —S.C.W.

Three Veterans

ELL - KNOWN stationmasters
who have retired recently in-
clude Stationmaster A. T'. Booth
of Horsham (35 years service), Station-
master A. H. Harrison of Eltham (41
years) and Stationmaster A, Mitchell
of Castlemaine (42 years). —H.E.C.

-

At its January meeting, the Council of the
Victorian Railways Institute appointed a sub-
committee to consider ways and means by
which railway help for the Blind Institute’s
appeal for £50,000 might be organised.

"This appeal will be launched by the patron,
Lord Somers, from Government House on
Monday, February 2, at 3 p.m.

Wholly set up and printed in Australia at
the Victorian Railways Printing Works, Laurensy.
street, North Melbourne, for the Publishers—
The Victorian Railways Commissioners,
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Influence of 13!

[« anxiety concerning the baneful

influence of the evil number, 13,

is any guide, Victorian railway
travellers certainly aren’t as super-
stitious as Americans,

In Uncle Sam Land, train No. 13,
seat No. 13 and berth No. 13 are often
found masquerading as No. 14, the
devil’s number having been discarded
altogether. Occasionally, danger has
been avoided by the substitution of
No. 113. These changes have been
found necessary because of the disin-
clination of many Americans to venture
under 13’s sinister shadow.

Experience at Spencer-street, on the
other hand, has shown that only about
one Victorian passenger in 50 wil]
ever request not to be placed in a seat
or berth numbered 13, and there has
certainly never been any official move
to recognise superstition by altering
the number wherever it occurs in
berth or seating accommodation.

Sleeping berth No. 13 is, in fact, a
popular berth with interstate travellers,
as it is a lower one near the centre of
the car.

Nevertheless, it cannot be denied
that there are several Victorian country
trains numbered 13 in the timetables,
whose timekeeping needs special watch-

Naming V.R. Stations
No. 2—~CONDAH.

THIS station should really be called
Condon, that having been the
original name of the lake nearby
after which the station took its title.

But when the newly-arrived owner
of a cattle station in the vicinity was
told, in 1855, that ‘*‘ Condah " was the
native word for the black swan which
infested the lake, he changed the
name to Lake Condah.

Later on, he found that he had been
misinformed, but thought it unneces-
sary to revert to the old name

So Condah the lake remained and
Condah, in turn, the local railway
station became.

ing, although train running officers
give the blame to other reasons than
the number.

The 6.30 am. north-eastern, for
instance, is a No. I3 train, which
sometimes has difficulty in adhering
to schedule, but its troubles are based
on crossings with the Sydney expresses
and connections en rote.

Other No. 13’s over which our
t.r.o’s keep close check are the 12.40
p-m. Bendigo-Swan Hill goods, the
12.12 p.m. Bendigo-Kulwin passenger,
and the 7.10 a.m. Ballarat~-Dimboola
passenger.

MARCH SUGGESTIONS DRIVE
HE subject chosen for the 39th
Suggestions Drive, which will be
held during March, 1s :—

Economical Use of Stores and

Materials.

Suggestions should be submitted to
the Betterment and Publicity Board
in the usual way. Suggestions on any
other subject will, of course, also be
accepted.

Statistics in Railway Operation

STATISTICS are seldom very popular with the average man-in-
the-street. He generally prefers to absorb the information which
figures impart when it is distinguished by colored illustrations. He
would sooner read that ‘‘ were all the rails in use on the Victorian
railways placed end to end, they would stretch from Pernambuco to
Timbuctoo by way of Croajingolong’™ than study a detailed statement
setting out the actual mileage in each district to six or seven places
of decimals.

But statistics have a very definite place in modern railroading,
and no administration can afford to ignore their precise and coldly
efficient help.

ARTICULARS of the number of passengers carried, of the tonnage of

goods hauled, and of the revenue obtained from these two sources, on

the one hand, and a statement of the operating costs involved, on the
other hand, are the fundamental railway statistics. But, interesting though
these figures are for supevficial comparisons of one period with another, they
must be elaborated to be of further practical use. To ascertain the work
which has actually been performed and so afford an effective comparison with
previous periods, the data is extended to include passenger and goods train
mileages, passenger miles, ton miles, and car and truck miles.

Passenger miles are, of course, the number of passengers carried, multi-
plied by the average journev per passenger, and the other units are computed
similarly.

Care must be exercised in the application of these operating statistics.
T'rain mileage, in particular, is a ready guide to the traffic carried as, normally,
it will increase or decrease in accordance with the traffic if the same efficiency
is secured. For the same volume of traffic, an increase in the train loads is
reflected in a reduced train mileage and, conversely, increased train mileage
is the result when trains are lightly loaded.

Ton miles are, therefore, a more reliable guide to the raiway officer.
Train miles divided into ton miles gives the average load per train mile and
enables a comparison to be made with the capacity load for the locomotive.
Similar comparisons may be made of the actual and capacity loads per vehicle
on the trains and of the ratio of paving load to the total load hauled, including
the weight of vehicles.

Failure to employ trucks to the best advantage, either through unneces-
sary haulage of empty trucks or because of light loading, 1s made apparent
by these figures, and action can then be taken to improve the position.

GAIN, the subdivision of ton miles into commodity ton miles enables
each class of traffic to be examined and its fluctuations noted. In this
way, the desirability or otherwise of increasing the supply of any par-

ticular type of truck can be readily determined.

A unit of cost can be obtained from train and engine hours, as the
expenditure for enginemen’s wages, fuel, oil and the like, varies in proportion
to engine hours incurred. This unit draws attention to all unproductive
time of the lccomotive, thus indicating possibilities of reducing operating
costs.

I'rain miles per train or engine hour provide another check on the effi-
ciency of train working. A decrease in the train miles per engine hour may
indicate, for instance, that trains are being delayed awaiting connections, that
excessive time is being taken for shunting movements en route, or that loco-
motives are being overloaded or not worked to best advantage by the drivers.
Investigation of such delays generally shows where a remedy may be applied
and so Jeads to increased efficiency.

Statistics are particularly valuable in showing the effect of increases or
decreases in rates or fares on the volume of traffic and the revenue. The
effect on the revenue of such changes must, of course, be borne in mind when
comparisons are being made between the results for different periods.

Africa Beats Australia: World’s
Railway Mileages

URING the past 14 vears, the
world’s railwvay mileage has
increased 13 per cent. Africa
holds the record for growth during the

one per cent.

In mileage of railway track, th
svstems of the five great geographica
divisions of the world compare a

period, the Dark Continent’s mileage  fo]ow :—-

having increased 48 per cent. Australia 1927 1913 Increas

is second with an increase of 40 per  North and South .
nt ° P America L. 376,747 353,467 23,2

cent. Asia .. 76913 67,051 9.8
Further back comes Europe (17 per  Africa .o 40,631 27,472 13,1

cent.), Asia (15 per cent.), and North  Australia - 30T 21,959 88

’, ; . 9231 766 © 5
and South America (six per cent). LUuoPe ~o 201,760 214,665 87,10
The increase in the U.S.A. was only Total 176,834 684,614 92,2
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Another Degree

Y securing his degree of Bachelor

of Commerce at the Melbourne
University, Mr. Ronald E. B.
Lee, who 1is at present engaged in
accountancy reorganisation work for
the Commisstoners, has further in-
creased the imposing array of initials
that bristle beside his name—or that
would bristle if he could be induced to
put them there. He 1s a fellow of the
Royal Statistical Society (London),
member of the National Association of
Cost Accountants of New York, member
of the Commonwealth Institute of Ac-
countants (Melbourne), and Licenced
Companies Auditor. Mr. Lee had
several vears accountancy experience
abroad and was lately associated with
the reorganisation of accounting
methods at Melbourne goods book-
keeper’s office and Newport workshops.
B

March Birthdays

ARCH is apparently a popular
birthday month with the super-
intendents .of the service.

General Superintendent Canny begins
a new year of life on the third, Assistant
Goods Superintendent Simon Cud-
digan on the fourth, Superintendent of
Goods Train Services T. W. J. Cox
on the sixth, Metropolitan Superinten-
dent J. G. Lee on the 18th, and Super-
intendent of Loco. Supplies Ed. Dillon
on the 28th. Other well known
railwavmen who will also be cele-
brating during the month are :—

Poultry-farm Manager Tom Harding and
Fitter A, T. Twells of Geelong, on the first;
Fireman A. E. Dawson of North Loco., on the
second ; Traffic Inspector Alex. McLlean of
Bendigo, Staff Board Member T. F. Brennan
and Clerk M. Stanistreet of Room 2, on the
third ; Chief Foreman W. T, Cornish of North
Loco. and Frank Lilley of the wires counter at
Spencer-street, on the fourth; Driver G. E.
Nelson of North Melbourne and Shunter W.
J. Lacy of Melbourne Yards, on the fifth ; Block
and Signal Inspector J. T. Nolan of Seymour,
on the sixth ; Driver 8. Parker of Colac, Accts.
Chief Clerk Norman Lester and Train Examiner
P. Gill of North Melbourne, on the seventh
Rolling Stock Clerk A, J. Paul of Ararat, on the
eighth; Assist. Electrical Engineer-in-Charge
John Lang of Newport Power House, on the
ninth ; Guard A. A. White of Geelong and
Clerk Bill Conroy of Room 4, on the 10th
Linesman H. Alexander of Dandenong and
Road Foreman E. E. Schurer of Maryborough,
on the 11th;
and L.H Fitter Mudge of Geelong, on the
12th ; District Engineer Tom Bye of Seymour,
Provedore L. C. Brown of the Refreshment
Services, and Man Power Officer F. P. O’Dea,
on the 13th; Electric Train Driver D. P. Ryan
of Jolimont, on the 14th ; Fireman G. Mitchell
of Ultima, Carpenter A. Horbury of Bendigo,
Assist. Transportation Staff Officer Paddyv
Meares, Fitter W. J. Lonsdale of Ballarat and
Guard C. A. Potter of Traralgon, on the 16th ;
Commissioner T. B. Molomby and Works
Foreman E. G. Armstrong of Ballarat, on the
17th; Signal and Telegraph Engineer J. A.
Malan, on the 20th; Cleaner A. G. Clements
of Traralgon, Clerk Les. Phelan of Head
Office and Road Foreman T. Smyth of Bendigo
on the 22nd ; Boilermaker R. Hill and Signaf

Signalman ]J. Price of Bendigo .

and Telegraph Supervisor N, S, Smyth, both
of Ballarat, and Way and Works Clerk Jack
Norris_of Head Office, on the 23rd; Staff
Clerk Dave Way of the Way and Works and |
Jack Roberts of the truck records room, on the
24th; Train Examiner J. W, Humphreys of
Ballarat and Lineman P. Hyde of Bendigo, on
the 25th; Chief Clerk H. L. Dickinson of the
Rolling Stock branch, Comptroller of Stores
C. W. ], Coleman and Train Examiner Purtle
of Dandenong, on the 26th; Foreman W,
Turner, in charge of railway scales, Driver
F. H, Dwyer of Warragul, and Leading Porter
T. O'Brien of Bendigo, on the 27th; koreman
Car and Wagon Builder J. H. Homersham of
Dudley-street, Fitter J. S. Telling of I'raralgon
and Yard Foreman P. H. Burke of Ballarat, on
the 29th; Driver C. Crick of Ararat and
Conductor Billy Lynch, on the 30th ; Aavertis~
ing Artist Angus Mac, Jack Cordwell of the
General Superintendent’s Office and Signalman
P. ]. Fogarty of Caulfield, on the 3ist.

Oakleigh Veteran Retires

FTER 11 vyears at Oakleigh,
Worksmaster John William Ash-
ton has passed his 65th birthday

and has retired to a well-earned rest.
He has had a lifetime of service in the
Way and Works branch. Joining up
as a carpenter at Seymour early in
1888, he was transferred to Wan-
garatta as foreman nine years later.
After three years, he returned to Sey-
mour as foreman of the works depot.
Then followed periods at Ararat and
Geelong until 1914, when he was
appointed metropolitan district fore-
North

man with headquarters at
Melbourne. Twelve months later, he
moved to Maryborough as works-

master, transferring to Oakleigh in the
same capacity at the end of 1919,
And from ficst to last his departmental
record was unblemished. —C.S.

Victorian Railways

EMPLOYEES

Do Not Delay
apply now

for enrolment under

The Colonial Mutual Life
Assurance Society’s

Group Provident Plan

Write for Particulars to
The Secretary,
The Colonial Mutual Life
Assurance Society Limited,
316 Collins Street,
MELBOURNE

T.JWHEN * THE RAILWAY KING'
> REIGNED
HE first English financier tc
make and lose a fortune in

railway speculation was George
Hudson, the anniversary of whose
birth occurs this month.

He was born in York in March
1800, inherited £30,000 at the age c:
27 and immediately invested in the
newly-built North Midland railway
having been quick to realise the
possibilities of money-making in rail-
way building ventures. He pushec
through the construction of a line t
York, initiated the Newcastle—Darling-
ton line, and with George Stephenson
planned and carried out the extensior
of the Midland rajlway to Newcastle.

By 1844, Hudson had control of more
than a thousand miles of railway anc
was known far and wide as *‘ The
Railway King.” Although he had wor
a colossal fortune for himself by his
speculations, those who had gainec
by following his lead gratefully pre-
sented him with £20,000. When he
was elected M.P. in 1845, a specia
train travelling at the unheard-of speec
of 75 miles an hour rushed the new
to London.

“Big Swollen Gambler”

'hen came the disclosure of the
Eastern Railway trauds and Hudsor
lost fortune and reputation at a single
stroke. He lived on a small annuin
granted him by some of his friend
until his death in 1871.

Although he was savagely attackec
by the financial world after his failure
and insolvency (Carlyle called hin
““the big swollen gambler,”) Hudsor
always had an honest faith in hi
schemes, and more than any other marn
was responsible fer overcoming th
powerful landed interests which de-
layed the adoption of railways 1ir
England long after the time of thei
introduction into America. —E.E
L ad

Mildura to Dimboola

HERE was a full muster of th

rajlway staff at Mildura on the

night Stationmaster S. Jones lef
with his wife on transfer to Dimboolz
Good wishes and au revoirs accompanies
the staff’s farewell gift of a shavin:
outfit and pipe for the S.M. and a tra
for his wife. Mr. Jones declared thz
bis main regret at leaving was th
enforced separation from the railway-
men who had worked with him during
his 15 months at Mildura. Station-
master Tillson succeeds him. —=S.I

Wholly set up and printed in Australia :
the Victorian Railways Printing Works, Lauren:
street, North Melbourne, for the Publishers—
The Victorian Railways Commissioners.
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Things we are Talking About

OTHING is more disheartening than the unabated

drift in railway finances. Despite all efforts to

avert it, the slump continues and the strictest

economy cannot reduce working expenses sufficiently to

counterbalance the dwindling re-

THE DRIFT ceipts which were declining at the

IS rate of nearly £9,000 a day when we

UNCHECKED went to press. For the week ending

March 7, railway revenue was

£213,623 or £61,5600 less than for the corresponding week

last year. Although the wheat traffic (304,608 bags) was

more than twice that of the earlier period, goods revenue

declined nearly 25 per cent. Passenger receipts fell from

£136,000 to £108000. Not since the week ended

December 14, when a decline of more than £65,000 was

recorded, has the weekly return of revenue been so un-
favorable.

LL told, railway revenue, from the beginning of the

A financial year into the first week of last month,

amounted to £6,821406, a decrease of nearly 1%

DOWN million pounds, compared with the

1+ MILLION corresponding period of the last financial

2 year. The decrease in goods revenue,
£666,000, was the largest individual factor.

VERY disquieting feature of the drop in goods
traffic was the substantial decline in the tonnage
of fertiliser carried. Available figures showed

that, so far this season, only 23,000

BIG SLUMP tons of super. have been railed to
IN SUPER. country centres in Victoria. For
TRAFFIC the same period last vear, the tonnage

was 120,000

ECENTLY a Brunswick resident had a ’phone
conversation with a traveller on the Sydney Limited
an hour after the express had left Spencer-street.

When he asked the exchange to put him through-to the

passenger on a trunk-line call, inquities

"PHONING  disclosed that the express was then

THE approaching Seymour, and arrange-

LIMITED ments were immediately made for the

Brunswick man to be switched through

to Seymour station and for the passenger to be summoned

from the train on arrival. 'This was the first occasion
on which such a call has been put through in Victoria.

LTHOUGH free classes of instruction in first aid are

held regularly at Melbourne and certain railway

centres in the country, the attendances generally

are not what they should be. Every railwayman, no

matter in what branch of railwayv work

DOES THIS he is engaged, should take the oppor-

CONCERN rtunity of qualifying in first aid. Once

YOU that knowledge is acquired—and it is

not so difficult that it cannot be learned

in a comparatively short time—it is ‘* no weight to carrv”’
and may possibly result in the saving of human life.

YEAR or two ago, a large party of Australian
Scotsmen made a pilgrimage to the land of their
fathers. So successful did the tour prove that the
Victorian Scottish Union is sponsoring a reciprocal tour
from Scotland. The delegation,

SCOTTISH which will probably comprise as
DELEGATION many as 250 members, will reach
TOUR Perth on December 10, and will

remain in Australia for a little more
than two months. Of this time, 25 days will be spent in
Victoria. In addition to a stay in Melbourne, the haggis-
eaters will make 2 wide tour of the State and will stop for
a short while at The Chalet, Mt, Buffalo National Park.
At each stopping place in the tour, an inspection of the

surrounding districts will be arranged. Special trains
will be used for transport throughout Australia, and the
various local Scottish societies are arranging special
entertainment programmes. The booking arrangements
overseas are in the hands of Burns Philp and Co., Ltd.,
who are also attending to the shipping reservations.

‘ HEN the London financial barometer accords
us a status of a South American republic, it is
time to sit up and take a look at ourselves,”

said Mr. Clapp last month, speaking as chairman of the

Australian National Travel As-

sociation before the Australian

Advertising Convention in

Sydney.  Australians, he said.

were misunderstood because of

a lack of continuous and favorable publicity. Adequate

publicity in the past would have saved us from our present

financial position in London. We had let Australia down
in national publicity, had permitted criticism of Australiz
to go almost unanswered overseas, and had been mute
when the magnified story of our misfortunes had beer
circulated abroad. The prestige of a country, knowledge
of its resources and sentiments, had a definite value when
it came to obtaining overseas markets and floating loans

Australia had lost millions of pounds because she had no:

advertised.

MR. CLAPP ON
NATIONAL
ADVERTISING

OINTING out that other nations were sowing the
seeds of national publicity to obtain their share of

the world’s tourist harvest, Mr. Clapp said tha:
Americans alone spent £200,000,000 abroad each vear
and that some countries balanced their

MONEY budgets on tourist spendings. Hawaii spen:
IN IT  about £30,000 a year in national advertising
and received in return (2,000,000 from

visitors. Australia, which had been without any nationa
advertising before the formation of the National Trave
Association, received at present £2,000,000 from tourists
Now was the time, Mr. Clapp emphasised, to develop =
strong national outlook and to support national advertising

NCIDENTALLY, the Australian National Trave
Association was responsible, last month, for the
interesting suggestion that Jack the Kookaburr:
should be added to the list of Australian artists who have
recorded for the gramophone. The deep-throated guflaw
of the bird has accordingly been pre-
JACK served, and is now on sale at 4/
KEEPS ON record at the Government Touris:
LAUGHING Bureau. The bird which has beer
immortalised 1s the property of Mrs
Jury of Healesville, and his mirth has often been hearc
from broadcasting stations. Besides the laugh, eac!
record reproduces some amusing ‘‘ patter ”’ and, on the
other side, a description of the bird and Australian faun:
generally by Dr. Brooke Nicholls. Altogether, a very suitabls
gift for a friend overseas.

ERIAL advertisements are not allowed to be flows
within 300 yards of railway boundaries in the
electrified area. A special by-law gives the Railway
Commissioners authority to take action against any person
offending in this way. Railwaymes

SKY SIGNS should instantly report any breach ¢
BANNED  the by-law which comes under thes
notice as, apart from the probabilir
of damage to the railway overhead equipment, there is
possibility of danger to the men manipulating the advertise
ment.
to display a sky sign, supported by three kites, in ths

vicinity of the Jolimont electrical sub-station. Two o
the kites became interlocked and fell on the sub-statior
and the third nearly fouled the overhead wires. i

Only recently an advertising company attemptes -

«
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€| Railwaymen of the Month \?

S A |

“Iresh Woods and——""

ORMER Magazine-writer Cliff

Cheong, who went back to his

old job in the Advertising division
when the Mag. temporarily ceased
publication last year, has found ‘* fresh
woods and pastures new ’ as secretary
and organiser of the railway sub-
committees, which will work for the
Railway Queen in the big charity
carnival on behalf of the blind appeal.
He brings youth, energy and organising
capacity to the positton.—** Dig.”

70 Supis.

NE of Ballarat’s oldest railway

identities was Head Porter M.

J. Taffe, who retired last month.
He had worn the head porter’s cap
since 1916, and had had more than 30
vears experience at Ballarat, acting as
shunter, guard, parcels porter and
head porter. He served under no
fewer than 10 different district super-
intendents at the western centre. He
has three sons in the service—all well
up in the Transportation branch. An
amateur gardener of no small note,
he has won several horticultural prizes,
including the Ballarat championship,
with his exhibits.—* Mag.”

Fnginemen Go

WO Rolling Stock branch veterans
who were farewelled by friends
last month were Driver W,
Curlett, of Castlemaine, and Driver
Arthur Leslie, of Ararat. The former
was going on transfer to Williamstown,
and the latter going out of the service

on retirement after 45 years in the
railways.—B.S.
April Birthdays
GREATER number of V.R.
administrative chiefs and their

assistants celebrate their birth-
days during April than during any
other month of the vear. Chief
Mechanical Engineer Norman Harris
starts the ball rolling on the 10th,
Assistant Chief Storekeeper W. D.
Morgan follows on the 21st, Com-
missioner W. M. Shannon and Assistant
Chief Engineer for Railway Con-
struction Fred Box on the 27th, and
Chief Engineer of Signals and Tele-
graphs S. P. Jones on the 28th. Others
who will pass another mile post during
the month are :—

Driver A. Pevitt of Beechworth, on the first ;
Dookstalls Manager E. J. Letcher and Frank
Cnombes of the Livestock, on the second ;
Clerk Ed. Rosman of the Signals and Tele-
graphs and Frank Adams of the Secretary’s
branch, on the third; Shunter E. Pitcher of
(,eclong and Works Foreman Guilfoyle of
Dimboola, on the fourth; Manager S. H.

Evans of Newport signal shops and Vanman
]. F. Coftey of Woodend, on the sixth; IFares

) P

Clerk Jack Reilly and Loco. Running Officer
W. E. Maynard of North Loco., on the eighth;
Pym. Goode of Room 10, on the ninth; Train
Lighting Inspector W. ‘A Chipper, on the
11th; Conductor Dick English, on the 12th;
John Arthur Russell of Room 2, on the 13th ;
Driver T. Pearce of Colac, on the 14th; Electric
Train Driver John Gault of Coburg, Inspector
of Ironwork W. Watson and Guard R. Roberts
of Korumburra, on the 156th ; Fitter’s Assistant
J. 'Thyne of Bendlgo loco., on the 1fith ; Fitter-
in-charge O’Shea of Wodonga, and Stores
Chief Clerk Geo. Farrelly, on the 13th; Yard
Foreman R. Long of \e\vport Leadmg Porter
G. L ‘Tolliday of Warragul, Train Examiner
G. Harris of Ballarat, and Storeman E. J.
Coopex of Qakleigh, on the 19th; H. D. Agg,
Stores sales officer, on the 20th; Chijef Ticket
Inspector Geo. Johnson and Clerk W. J.
Thompson of T'raralgon, on the 21st; Senior
Yard IForeman G. Calder of Melbourne Yard
on 22nd; Cleaner G, Tweddle of State Mine,
and” Shunter W. McCrorey of Melbournc
Yards, on the 23rd; Jack Ramsay of the
dmmg car depot and Train Examiner J. P.
Desmond of North Melbourne car and wagon
shops, on the 25th; Safcworking Officer ‘Tom
Edwards and thager Alf. Steele of the
Spotswood Store, on the 26th; Driver F.
Bacon of Geelong, on the 23th; and Leading
Shunter G. W. Franklin of Maryborough on
the 29th.

Uni. Free Place

AVING secured his diploma of

engineering at the Footscray

technical school, Apprentice
Fitter and Turner J. C. Bendall has
been nominated by the Commissioners
for a ‘‘ free > place at the University,
where he will undertake the course
for the degree of Bachelor of Mechanical
Engineering. The principal of the
Footscray technical school, writing to
the Commissioners, said, ‘' Bendall
has been with us now for some years
after he got his Leaving at Scotch.
This Leaving exempted him from
some of the early mathematics, and
he has tackled the rest both during

Victorian Railways
EMPLOYEES

Do Not Delay
apply now

for enrolment under

The Colonial Mutual Life
Assurance Society’s

Group Provident Plan

Write for Particulars to

The Secretary,
The Colonial Mutual Life
Assurance Society Limited,
316 Collins Street,

MELBOURNE

»susm: A £ g5 <V 8 T $6 e 45 0 -J

the night and day, and has now com-
pleted his full diploma course. He
has proved himseif one of the fines
students that have gone through thi
school, and it is with great pleasure
that I write certifying to his success.
—C.

Spencer-st. Veteran Retires

FTER more than 47 years service

Frank Lilley, one of Spencer-

street station’s old identities
attained the retiring age early las
month. He joined up as a lad tele-
graph operator at Spencer-street o
November 7, 1883, and remained =
that Jocation until August, 1887, whe:
he moved to Bendigo, or Sandhurs
as it was then called. Twenty-fou
vears later, he returned to Spencer-
street as telegraph receiving cler}
retaining that position until his re
tirement.

— And Another

ONDUCTOR  Dick  Englisk

known to all travellers on th

Albury express for many year
past, will reach his 65th birthday th:
month, and will in future travel b
rail as an ordinary passenger. H
commenced his railway career as
laborer on February 3, 1889, and fiv
months later, he graduated to th
position of porter. His next step w:
to the grade of suburban guard in th
middle of July, 1908, but, less tha:
three weeks later, he was appointe:
conductor with Spencer-street as h
headquarters. From thattime Spencer
street has been his official address an
the Albury express his particular care
—S.C.W,
First Lady

IRST member of the railwe

feminine staff to break into th

columns of the News Letier
Miss Meadows, who has been attache
to the staff of the dining car depot f
the past eight years. Last month skh
was presented with an eight-day cloc

as a wedding-gift from the star
Manager Lindsay MoecClelland mac

the presentation.—H.E.C.
I
APRIL SUGGESTIONS DRIVE
HE subject chosen for the 40
TSuggestions Drive, which will
held during April, is :(—
Suggestions Regarding Loco.
Boilers, Mountings, Etc.
Suggestions should be submitted -
the Betterment and Publicity Boar
in the usual way. Suggestions on ar
other subject will, of course, also t
accepted.
Wholly set up and_printed in Australia &
the Victorian Railways Printing Works, Laurer

street, North Melbourne, for the Publishers-
The Victorian Railways Commissioners.
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Putting Sand on the Rails

HEN  railway trackmen in
'/ l/ northern Victoria are confronted
with sand-buried racks during
the summer months, their forceful
criticism  of the position would not

encourage a belief that sand could ever
be put to any profitable use on track rails.

UT approximately one thousand
tons of sand are deliberately and
carefully spread on the steel rails

of the Victorian railway track every
year.

For sand is regularly carried on
locomotives to assist in starting with
heavv loads when the rails are frosty
or greasy. It is spilled through pipes

When a Rail Journey was a great
Adventure

AS a contrast to the comfortable railway

travelling  facilities which are  now
so universal, it 1s interesting to read a copy
of the rules /m travelleys on the first raifway,
a document still preserved among the
archives of the Liverpool and Manchester
Railway, the centenary of which was observed
in f‘ng and a short time ago.

(1) Any person desiring to travel from
‘Liverpool to Manchester, or vice versa, or
any portion of the journey thereof must,
twenty-four hours beforehand, mdke appll-
cation to the station agent at the place of
departure, giving his name, address, place
of birth, age, occupation and reason for
desiring 'to travel.

““(2) The station agent, upon assuring
himself that the applicant destres to travel
for a just and lawful cause, shall thereupon
Ussue a tickel fo the app[icam who shall tracel
by the train named thereon.

““(3) Trains will start at their point of
departure as near schedule time as possible,
but the company does not guarantee when
lh(»\' will reach thetr destination.

“(4) Trains not reaching their destina-
tion before dark will put up at one of the
several stopping places along the route for
the night, and passengers must pay, and pro-
vide for, their own lodging during the night.

““(5) Luggage will be carried on the roof
of the carriages. If such luggage gets wer,
the company will not be responstble for (m\
toss attached thereto.

from special containers on to the rails
in advance of the leading pair of driving
wheels to restore lost friction between
wheel and rail.

The sanding gear is duplicated on
electric locomotives as they are driven
from either end, and the sand must,
of course, be fed to the rails ahead of
the driving wheels when the locomotive
js travelling in either direction.

Tt is essential, of course, that the
sand be coarse, gritty and clean. It
must be perfectly dry, also, as damp
sand clogs in the boxes and will not
run into the pipes, rendering the
sanding gear useless until it has been
cleared.

Special ovens are installed at loco-
motive depots for drying the sand,
which is afterwards passed through a
sieve to remove dirt and anything else
likely to cause blockages in the sand
pipes. It is then stored in bins from
which it is conveyed to the engine
sand boxes as required.

Our sand is mostly obtained from
contractors at Seaford, Ballarat East
and Cranbourne.

No Need to Worry
About Luggage

MANY concessions and privileges offered by the Department for
the handling of travellers’ luggage are not as widely known as
they might be.

All railwaymen—whether station staff or not—should be able to
explain these facilities for the benefit of uninformed travellers who
may be inclined to favor road tramsport uader the impression that
they will avoid the luggage bothers of a railway journey—bothers
which are, in fact, non-existent.

RRANGEMENTS can be made for luggage to be picked up by carrier s
any address in Melbourne, Geelong, Bendigo or Ballarat or suburbs an
despatched through to the station to which the passenger has booked

whether in Victoria or in another State. If travelling 70 any address in Geelons
Bendigo, Ballarat, Melbourne, Sydney or Adelaide or suburbs, the traveller m:
have his luggage booked through from door to door.

Similar facilities exist for the transport of luggage from any station in Victor
or from Sydney, Brisbane, Adelaide or Perth to any address in Melbourne, Ballara:
Bendigo, or Geelong or their suburbs. The charges for this service, calculated «
the gross weight of the luggage, are quite nominal.

Again, passengers travelling on tourist tickets, available for a journey throug
Melbourne, and who propose to break their journey in Melbourne on both th
forward and return journeys, may have the whole or portion of their luggas
booked through to their destination station. Passengers holding tourist tickes
entitling them to break their journey at any other station may have their luggas
booked similarly. This provision removes the necessity for tourists to bo
their luggage to the station at which the journey will be broken, claim it thes
and subsequently rebook it to their destination station.

A further convenience, available at all manned stations, enables passenge
to lodge their luggage in the cloak room for 24 hours for a charge of four pence
or for longer periods on payment of additional charges. By an extension of th
system in Melbourne, passengers travelling by early morning trains may sa
themselves trouble by depositing their luggage at the cloak room after 7 o’cloc
the preceding night and directing that it be placed in the van of the train by whic
they will be travelling. It is necessary only to produce the rail ticket for t
journey when a luggage check is issued, and  without any further trouble t
luggage may be claimed on arrival at the destination station the following day.

Most travellers know already that, if they do not wish to be bothered wit
their luggage on the journey, they can at all times have it safely carried in to
van to the destination station.

The World’s Busiest Station =

ROM time to time, the statement Flinders-street (Melbourne) e 241.1
is made that Flinders-street sta- L"'e‘if;(‘)jv:;‘;ee‘ (London) (L,.I\.T?: 033 01

tion is the world’s busiest pas-  Baker-street (London) L 161
senger terminal. The following figures, 5t Lazare (France) <. 150
e } Waterloo (l.ondon) L. 146,00
which show the average number of Pennsylvania (New York) 114
Grand Central Terminal (New ')or)\) 108,»

Flatbush Avenue (Brooklyn) 105,27

The Better Farming Train Never
Carried a Bull Like This

ONE of the most unusual freight con-
signments ever transported over a rail-
road was carried by the Pennsvivania from
New York to Chicago recently.

An fmmense stone bull, once the property
of the ruler of Assyria in 18300 B.C., and
weighing 20 tons, rode on a flat car f»om
New York to C/ucago to be added to the
University of Chicago’s Oriental museum.
This  ‘“largest stone bull in captivity
was only part of a total consignment of stone
amounting to 210 tons which the University
of Chicago made. Packed in 85 cases and
crates, the stome was transported in five
trwks Four of them were able to pass
through the Pennsvivania tunnels between

then follow Victoria (Manchester), Broad Str
(London), Chicago and North West (Chicag
Fuston (London). Broad-street (Philadelph
and Spencer-street (Melbourne).

As the figures in this table we
compiled from tallies taken a few ye:
ago, the Flinders-street total quoted
that for 1922. The latest figures :
Flinders-street show that 317,393 pa
sengers used that station daily, so th
it is reasonable to assume that it -
not lost its position at the head of ¢
list of busy railway terminals.

New York and Chicago, but the fifth,

loaded with Sargon the Second’s stone Eggs on Ice

image of a bull, was too large for a modern

tunnel.  The car on which it travelled had

to be detoured 1,500 miles before reaching OUNTRY egg producers &

Chicago. preciate the recent decision

the Railways Commissioners

passengers passing through the bar-
riers at the world’s most important
stations, give ‘‘ chapter and verse’
for that statement :

2

provide ice in trucks conveying eg
from distant country centres. -

A small charge will be made for t& L
service.
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Time Table Veteran Retires

OR John Arthur Russell, April

13th marked the celebration of

his 65th birthday and the sever-
ance of his official connection with
the service. He had spent the pre-
ceding 46 years in the transportation
branch. This period included a num-
ber of years at stations and in the office
of the district superintendent at Sey-
mour before he graduated, 30 odd
years ago, to the timetables section
in head office. There he settled and
remained being, at the time of his
retirement, in charge of the special
trains section of the office. A keen
timetables man during office hours,
his tastes inclined towards the classics
as a hobby in his leisure hours—a
hobby which, doubtless, will now receive
greater attention than hitherto. —M.

Another Veteran

RCHIE TULLOCH left Room 9
last month after 42 years ser-
service. He started as a porter,

was appointed S.M. in 1910, and had
charge of Maroona, Pirron Yallock,
Bullarto, Loch, Moreland and North
Williamstown before ill-health forced
him into a clerical position in head
office in 1923, The staff farewelled
him with a gift of crystal ware.—T.].
May Birthdays

UARDS and signalmen, shunters
and porters, yard foremen and
despatchmen, and several other

grades of the transportation branch,
scattered from one end of the State to
the other, will be celebrating their
birthdays during this month. A good
sprinkling of railwaymen from other

The Month’s Anniversaries

LINES opened for traffic in Victoria
during the month of May include
the St. Kilda line on May 13, 1857 ;
the Queenscliff, on May 21, 1879 ;
the Yarrawonga, on May 6, 1886;
the Kerang~Swan Hill, on May 30,
1890 : and the Beetomba-Cudgewa,
on May 5, 1921.

branches will also share in the good
wishes, those qualifying for congratu-

lations including —

Guard H. Fisher of Maryborough. on the
first ; Rolling Stock Accountant W. [. Bustelll
and Ganger R. James of Warragul, on the
second ;  Discipline Board Chairman Harry
Clark and Distribution Engineer Steiger of the
electrical branch, on the third ; Jack Barrie and
Fred Fewster, both of the transportation de-
spatch office, on the fourth; Signalman W,
Ferguson of Camberwel!, on the sixth; Chair-
man of Commissioners Harold W. Clapp and
Ganger T. Doran of Bendigo, on the seventh ;
Shunter A. J. Miller of Melbourne Yard and
Fireman Bagley of Wodonga, on the eighth;
Dick Stanistreet of the betterment and publicity
board, ‘on the ninth; Porter W, P. Byrne of
Warrnambool, on the 10th; S.M. Ted Hally
of Essendon and Bruce Longfield of Room 4,

aymen of the Month |§

on the 12th: Acting Worksmaster R. Syme of
Bendigo, Acting Workshops Manager Harry
James of Jolimont and Yard Foreman J. O’Dea
of Bendigo, on the 13th; Driver A. Lambden
of Seymour, Works Foreman W. Pullen of Wan-
garatta and Guard J. S. Reece of Korumburra,
on the 14th ; Guard S. Craig of Tallangatta. on
the 15th; Driver Chas. Jordan of North Mel-
bourne loco. and Leading Shunter Kent of Bal-
larat, on the 16th ; Special Officer Ern Hawken
of the traffic branch and Enginemen’s Instructor
‘I'ed Burnell of Seymour, on the 17th; Alex.
MacDonald, who signs all the interstate leave
passes, on the 18th ; Works Foreman H. Wilson
of Wangaratta, on the 19th; Packer W. R.
Clecucci of Bendigo, on the 20th ; Guard-in-
Charge Frank Woodford of the Navarre line,
on the 21st; Yard Foreman Alex Robinson of
the Melbourne Yard and Audit Chief Clerk
J. A. Mactaggart, on the 22nd ; Head Porter
A. E. Lyons of Benalla, Way and Works Shops
Manager Leslie, Driver C. W. Bullock of
Bendigo, and Signalman J. V. Smith of the
Melbourne Yards, on the 24th; Signals En-
gineer Jim O’Connell and Station Director H.
Kidd of Spencer-street, on the 25th; Les
Timewell, secretary to the Chairman, and
S.M. F. F. Bobsein of Flinders-street, on the
27th; Yard Foreman Jim Darcy of Bendigo
and Way and Works Engineer J. J. Montgomery,
on the 28th; Overhead Superintendent G. 5.
Scott, on the 29th ; and Driver 'T. A, Williams
of Traralgon, on the 31st.

Flinders-street’s Loss

N charge of Flinders-street for six
years, Stationmaster G. S. Ma-
conochie has gone on final retiring
leave. He has been with the Depart-
ment since 1884, controlled many
stations as S.M., and was traffic in-
spector for four years. —H.

Successful Students

T the recent conferring of de-
grees at the Melbourne Univer-
sity, Railwaymen W. J. Johnson

and P. L. Allnutt received the degrees
of Bachelor of Electrical Engineering

VICTORIAN RAILWAYS
NO
EMPLOYEES
WILL BE EXCLUDED
From the opportunity to participate in the

Permanent Total Disablement Benefit on
account of the nature of occupation.

DO NOT DELAY

Apply Now

for enrolment under

The
Colonial Mutual Life Assurance Society’s

GROUP PROVIDENT PLAN

Write for Particulars to
THE SECRETARY,
THe CoLoNiaL MuTtuaL LIFE
ASSURANCE SOCIETY LIMITED,
316 CoLLINS ST., MELBOURNE

and Bachelor of Mechanical Engineer-
ing respectively. The former studen:
joined the service as an apprentice
electrical fitter in 1921 and, in 1924
won a departmental scholarship entitl-
ing him to continue his studies at the
Workingmen’s college, where he se-
cured his diploma of electrical anc
mechanical engineering three year:
later. He was allowed to proceed t
the University and successfully com-
pleted his course at the Decembe:
examinations last year. Mr. Allnur

Naming V.R. Stations
No. 4 : Ballarat

‘ ALLARAT " is the native term

for ‘‘resting place "or ‘‘resting
on the elbow.” Balla means ‘' el-
bow.”

The centre was formerly known
as Yuille’s Swamp, portion of
Yuille’s pastoral station including
the present location of Lake Wen-
douree.

was appointed an apprentice fitter anc
turner in the rolling stock branch =
the beginning of 1926 and, because ¢
his educational qualifications, he enterec
on the second year of the course at the
Newport technical college, gaining tos
place in his class each term during th
year. He was accordingly granted :
free place to enable him to stud:
mechanical engineering at the Uni-
versity and also completed his cours
last year. —C

Like a Shot
r I YHE recent Easter holidays wer

an exceptionally busy period fc

L. H. Cannon of the train light-
ing depot at Dudley-street. A sprintes
of no mean ability, he made a tour ¢
the country sporting carnivals, coms-
peting in the ‘'‘gifts” at Stawel
Bendigo and Warracknabeal. That h
has strong claims to be regarded :
one of Victoria’s best runners is evider
from the fact that he finished respec
tively fourth, third and second in th
finals of these races while, in the Cole
““gift” a week or so later, he ran ini
third place. —5.1

-

May Suggestions Drive
HE subject chosen for the 4ls
Suggestions Drive, which will b
held during May, is —

Flood Measures and
Precautions
Suggestions should be submitted :
the Betterment and Publicity Boar
in the usual way. Suggestions on an
other subjects will, of course, also t
accepted.

Wholly set up and printed in Australia :
the Victorian Railways Printing Works, Lauren
street, North Melbourne, for the Publishers-
The Victorian Railways Commissioners.
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Things we are

O now we know what the harvest was. Figures

which were made available by the State Statist last

month, showed that the appeal to Victorian farmers
to sow an additional million acres was more than
realised. For the season, the acreage,
in fact, was 4,788,560 acres, compared
with 3,731,699 acres in 1929-30. How-
ever, the produce from more than
188,000 acres was cut for hay last
season, which reduced the area for grain to 4,600,200
acres, as against 3,566,135 acres for grain the year before,
when less than 166,000 acres produced hay. The wheat
yield for grain was 53,814,369 bushels, compared Wi.th
25,412 587 bushels in 1929-30. The four Mallee counties
of Millewa, Weeah, Karkarooc and Tatchera had the
largest increase in acreage and yield.

NEARLY
54 MILLION
BUSHELS

HOSE counties produced only 3,700,000 bushels
from 1,800,000 acres in 1929-30, but in 1930-31
their yield rose to 20,200,000 bushels from 2,350,000

The Wimmera, comprising the counties of Lowan,

acres.
Borung and Kara Kara, had a vield
WHERE of 16,600,000 bushels from 1,160,000
THE WHEAT acres compared with 8,400,000 bushels

CAME FROM from 850,000 acres the harvest before.
Northern was the other large producer,
including the counties of Gunbower, Gladstone, Bendigo,
Rodney and Moira, which had a total yield of 11,200,000
bushels from 800,000 acres, compared with 7,500,000
bushels from 630,000 acres in 1929-30.  According to the
Statist, Victoria’s requirements for seed and consumption
will be approximately 14 million bushels this year.

RIGHT news in these days of gloom is the cabled
.assurance from Great Britain that a big Australian
trade drive in England is having remarkably successful

results. The news has increased interest for Victorian
railwaymen by reason of the fact that the

A campaign is being directed by Mr. Arthur
BRIGHT E. Hyland, a former railwayman from
SPOT this State. As a result of his enterprise

- and stimulating publicity, sales of Aus-
tralian primary produce are rapidly increasing. Denmark,
New Zealand and Ireland still lead in the butter market,
but Australia is determinedly accepting the pace set by
these doughty competitors. Australian fresh and dried
fruits, frozen meat and wines are also selling well ; Aus-
tralian burgundy, for instance, is now a well-established
wine on the British market, and the consumption of
Australian raisins has been doubled in the last five years.

have already been made at the Government Tourist
Bureau, all available accommodation at The Chalet,
Met. Buffalo National Park, will be filled during this winter’s
snow sport season (July 24 to August 20).
GETTING So far, more than one hundred reservations
IN have beer made, the period during which
EARLY  the Ski club sports will be held (July 31~
R August 14) being particularly popular.
An unusual feature of the advance booking has been the
reservation of the Mt. Feathertop bungalow (now con-
ducted, of course, by The Chalet manager) by a party of
22 ski-ing enthusiasts for 10 days, from August 28. No
doubt the reduction in the weekly inclusive charge from
L11 to £8/10/— during the four weeks of the official snow
season has contributed largely to this increase in the
number of early reservations.

]’UDGING by the number of advance bookings which

ROBLEMS of intersystem railway communicatior
were discussed in Melbourne last month at =
conference of traffic experts of the State anc
Commonswealth Railways. The Commonwealth Railways
department has been developing goods
RAILWAY traffic between the eastern States and
CHIEFS  Western Australia, and has recently ar-
MEET ranged for the inauguration of banane
traffic berween Queensland and the West
The provision of connecting train services and the rates tc
be charged for this traffic were among the items which the
conference discussed, while various other matters affecting
freights and fares and intersystem train schedules were
considered.

ONTINUING their policy of encouraging tourists

and holiday-makers to ‘' See Australia First,”” the
Victortan, New South Wales and Queenslanc
Railwavs Commissioners are now promoting a tour to the
little-known coral islands of the Grea:

NINE DAYS Barrier Reef. The tour has been ar-
ON A ranged to commence from Melbourne
CORAL on Monday, July 13, the return journe:
ISLAND being completed on August 4. Member

of the party will thus spend the dept!
of the winter in the warmth of the tropics. Travelling b;
train to Mackay, 1,800 miles north of Melbourne, th
party will transfer to Lindeman Island, which will b
their headquarters during the nine-day encampment.
full programme of tours to neighboring islands and th:
outstanding points of interest will be carried out. Th
blue lagoons, coral gardens, brilliant hued fish, gian
clams, huge turtles, strange bird life, feathery palms anc

- other tropical vegetation, make the reef one of the wonder

of the world. It is a paradise for the fisherman. Grope
weighing up to 300 Ib., swordfish, trevally, mackerel anc
bonito are all caught on hand lines, and red emperor
bream, cod, salmon and numerous others are hooked i:
large numbers. For contrast, a lazy day may be sper
bathing in the warm waters that surround the jslands, anc
basking in the sunshine on the wide beaches. The in-
clusive fare of £54 from Melbourne covers all transpor:
accommodation and other services during the tour
Railwavmen are invited to make the tour as widely know:
as possible, and to inform anyone interested that furthe:
details may be obtained from the Government Touris
Bureau or the Chairman of the Betterment and Publicit
Board, where applications for inclusion in the party ma
also be lodged.

N its fourth report on the proposal to deviate th
main Gippsland line, between Moe and Morwel
through Yallourn, the Standing Committee on railways

has recommended that the work be put in hand, subjec
to the provisos that unemplo:-

YALLOURN ment relief funds be used fc
DEVIATION portions of the work and that n
RECOMMENDED additional mileage be charge:
for fares and freights fron

stations east of Yallourn. Thrice previously since 1928
the committee had declined to recommend the proposa
and it explains its altered attitude by pointing out that
has now been proposed ‘‘to lighten the capital cost b

a contribution from the unemployment relief funds. It .
that the production of briquettes .

also understood
Yallourn will be increased by nearly 100 per cent.”” Tha
proposed deviation will involve the construction of slight

more than eight miles of track, which will cost betwees
£107,500 and £118,000.

Talking About

(
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Signal Career

OYEN of Victorian Railway
signalmen, Bill McCracken re-
tired last month. Of his 44

vears of service, no fewer than 42 were
spent in signal boxes. He was re-
lieving for 20 years, and spent another
20 in Flinders-street ‘‘A” box. He
had the distinction of making his first
acquaintance with signal levers in a
first-class box—the old Princes-bridge

cabin. Two notable railway identities,
Messrs. Miscamble and Blazey, com-
prised the staff at the time. There

isn’t a smudge on the official McCracken
record. —H.E.C.

Fourth Time

HIEF Accountant T. F. Brennan,

just appointed member of the

board which will investigate the
finances of the State coalmine, has, of
course, had considerable experience in
financial inquiries outside his normal
range of work in the Victorian railways.
He was a Royal Commission which
investigated the afTairs of an Australian
life insurance company in 1911, he was
specially appointed to examine Tas-
manian railway accounting methods in
1913, and he was a member of the
commission which reported, last year,
on the possibility of economies in the
public service.—‘‘ Mag.”

Fune Birthdays

PPARENTLY June is a favorite
anniversary month with the fore-
men of the service, as no fewer

than five of them celebrate birthdays
during the month. DepotForeman]. A.
Gordon of Benalla, on the third, is the
first; Bonding Foreman W. C. Pain
of Flinders-street, follows on the
eighth ; Depot Foreman W. M. Ross
of I\/Iaryborough and Yard Foreman
J. Muller of Geelong, dead-heat on
the 12th ; and Works Foreman W. J.
O’Connor of Maryborough, on the
24th, bring up the rear. Other June-ites
are —

Charles Mullany of the Better Farming train.
on the third; Transportation Staff Officer R.
MecClelland, "Stationmaster C. Wadelton of
Warrnambool and Block and Signal Inspector
C. H. Saunders of Maryborough, on the fourth ;
Phil. Maynard of the General Superintendent’ s
Office, on the fifth; Driver W. Ludge of
Korumburra on the sxxth Signals Chief Clerk
Jack Ford, on the seventh; Rolling Stock
Scaff Clerk Tom Coulthard, Engmeer A, K,
Bartel, Les. Barrett of Room 2, Acting Auditor
of Recelpts D. H. Falconer, and Guard J. G.
Dick of Geelong, on the elghlh Guard P. H.
Ross of Melbourne Yard, “Tom Sullivan, the
Metro.’s right-hand man, ‘and Train Examiner
] Roberlson of Maryborough on the 10th;

. A. Rosier of the Rolling Stock accounts
ofﬁce and Boilermaker R. A. Flower of Tra-
ralgon, on the 13th ; Travelling Audit Inspector
Bxﬁ Davidson and Advertising Sales Officer
Gil. Mulcahy, on the 14th ; Special Officer Jim
McDowell of the Traffic’ and Driver P. G.
RBallantine of Seymour, on the 15th; Ac-

countancy Bookkeeper W.

H. "Tregoning, on
the 17th: Tl.eading Engine-Cleaner C. H.
Pevitt of Benalla, on the 19th; Way and Works
Assistant Chief Engineer Arthur Goudy and
Guard B. G. Jones of Donald, on the 2lst;
Guard A. R, Howlett of Melbourne Yard, on
the 23rd ; Bill Brandy of the Transportation
and Assistant Claims Agent P. A. Fankhauser,
on the 25th ; Reg. Wotherspoon of the Tourist
Bureau and Railmotor Engineer 'I'. . Pugh,
onthe 26th ; Prosecuting Officer Jim Hennessy,
Chief Clerk C. P. Golden of Geelong, l.eading
Shunter C. Rudd of Melbourne Yard, and
Signal Supervisor .. Tarrant of Spencer-street,
on the 27th ; Signalman R. Wvatt of Warragul,
on the 28th ; Guard E. Campi of Ballarai and
Signalman H. W. Calder of Bendigo, on the
20th ; and Betterment Board Member J.
Fowler, Block and Signal Inspector C.
Meclntyre of Bendigo, and Packer and Trimmer
‘I'. P. Regan of Traralgon, on the 30th.

Naming V. R. Stations
No.5: GEELONG

EELONG was christened by

Governor Bourke, 1837, from
the native name for the hill upon
which the town was built.

There is considerable doubt as to
the real meaning of the word. One
authority interprets it as ‘‘ the place
of the cliff,” another as ‘‘ white sea
bird or curlew,” a third as ‘‘ swampy
plains, resort of native companions.”

Geelongites can make their choice.

43 Years Service

LBERT EDWARD LYONS, who
retired last month from the
position of head porter at Benalla,

has crammed a great deal of varied
experience into his life. Prior to
joining the service as a repairer in
1888, he had had experience in farm-
ing, butchery, boat building and bridge
construction. He served later under
the signal engineer on the Whittlesea,
Warrnambool, Port Fairy, Ingliston
and Hamilton lines and, subsequently,

VICTORIAN RAILWAYS
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became a first class signalman. As a
result of a nervous breakdown, how-
ever, he was transferred to Flinders-
street as head porter, relieving in the
same capacity at Hamilton, Ararat,
Maryborough and Castlemaine, before
securing his appointment at Benalla.
His hobbies include philately, sketch-
ing, taxidermy, and horticulture, his
interest in the last-mentioned being
reflected in the attractive appearance
of the garden at the Benalla Institute
grounds.—S.C.W.

Lamp Foreman Goes Out

T a smoke social tendered him in

Unity Hall, last month, Mr. P.

F. Murphy, who retired recently
from the position of metropolitan lamp
foreman, was presented with a wallet
of notes. A particularly appropriate
thought was the gift, as souvenirs, of
a small model of a lamp car and a
miniature oil tin. Mr. Murphy, who
joined the service on August 2, 1886,
took a keen interest in public life and
was mavyor of Port Melbourne in 1924—
25.—C.S.

— e—

Father of the Locomotive

T HE ninth of this month is the
150th anniversary of the birth of
George Stephenson,

of the ‘* Rocket” and father
steam Jocomotive.

In his boyhood he was a cowherd
and he afterwards drove the ginhorse
at a collierv. He did not learn to
read until he was 18, but his innate
genius triumphed over the tremendous
disadvantages of his environment.
In 1813 he built his first steam loco-
motive which he called ** My Lord ,”
and in 1822 he was appointed engineer
of the Stockton and Darlington railway,
““the first railway in the world
over which passengers and goods were
hauled by a locomotive.”

He also constructed the Liverpool
and Manchester railway, and in 1829
won the famous Rainhill trials with

designer
of the

his ‘‘ Rocket.” Later, he acted as
engineer for many other important
English  railways, and consultant

engineer for the earliest Spanish and

Belgian railways.
There bas been considerable con-
troversy as to whether Stephenson

or Sir Humphrey Davy first devised the
miner’s safety lamp.  Stephenson’s
design was put to practical tests in
1815, when Davy was producing his
lamp. The invention, it appears, was
worked out independently, although
simultaneouslv, by both engineers.

Wholly set up and printed in Australia at
the Victorian Railwayvs Printing Works, Laurens-
street, North Melbourne, for the Publishers—
The Victorian Railways Commissioners.
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Railwaymen Whose Job Is
ONE LONG PUZZLE

LOCATED in a top-floor room of the head office is a small staff
of railwaymen whose job is one long puzzle.

They are constantly seeking trucks which are required at short
notice for special loading like piles, and other bulky consignments,
for Westinghouse brake tests and technical examinations and so
on. Their only clue is the truck’s identification number.

How is it done’

YHE guard’s truck sheet is the basis of the system. Each sheet shows
particulars of the train, the class and number of each truck, the class of
loading, the station from which each was despatched and its destination,

besides details of all vehicles added to the train or detached at intermediate
stations. As a carbon copy of every truck sheet is filed in the truck record room
particulars are readily available of the day-to-day movement of each truck in
service.

As they arrive, the truck sheets are sorted into district order for the up and
down journeys, and then into section and date order, each month being kept
separate. ‘T'he office is then ready for any query that may arise.

Suppose the Advertising division requires particulars of the movements
of a louvre truck displaying an advertisement over a period of two or three months.
‘The search is begun by a ’phone call to the Melbourne Yard, where records show
the date each vehicle last left the yard and the station to which it was despatched.
[t is discovered, let us say, that the truck was loaded out from the Melbourne
Yard for Wodonga on a certain date. To trace its movements, the appropriate
guard’s sheet for the section from Melbourne to Seymour for that particular date
1s first located. If there be no record of the detaching of the truck en route, the
sheets for the next section, Seymour to Benalla, are then obtained, and the truck
iocated. The Benalla—Wodonga sheets are then scrutinised and the arrival of
the vehicle at Wodonga is noted.

The next step is to ascertain, from the sheets for trains leaving Wodonga
about that date, when the truck was again despatched. Further diligent
thumbing of the guards’ sheets then tracks it to its next destination. And so
on ad finem.

If the truck has been detached at an
truck sheets for subsequent trains passing
until the vehicle is again discovered on the move,
gressively once more from section to section.

intermediate station en route, the
through that station are examined
and followed through pro-

LI S S

ROUBLE is sometimes experienced, however, through the number of a
truck being wrongly recorded either on the truck sheet or on the waybill.
For instance, a waybill may show a certain truck as having been loaded
at’ a country station with firewood for Footscrayv, when actually it may never
have been at that country station, or, perhaps, it may have been loaded with
wheat for Williamstown. The truck sheet and the wavbill would therefore be
showing conflicting information, and inquiries by ’phone or telegram would be
necessary to-clear up a mistake which ordinary care would have easily avoided.
It has also happened that a truck, after being reconditioned, has been given
the wrong number at the workshops. This may mean that two trucks are in
running with the same number and, while this may not cause any immediate
inconvenience, difficulties arise should it be necessary at any time to follow up
the movements of either truck. Should this happen, the two trucks would be
sent to the workshops and the correct numbers ascertained from workshops

markings.
* # £ &

HE fact that much of the eastern portion of the South Australian railways

is of the same gauge as the Victorian tiacks, and that trucks Joaded with

interstate freight cross the border each day, adds further to the complexity
of the work in the truck record room. A close check on all Victorian vehicles
passing into South Australia, and of South Australian vehicles entering Victoria,
is essential for two purposes. First, it is necessary that a record be available
of the vehicles which have passed out of the State, and, secondly, a charge is
levied on those vehicles according to the time they remain on the far side of the
border.

Serviceton and Pinnaroo are the two border stations concerned, and each
forwards a daily return setting out the class and number of each Victorian vehicle
entering and leaving South Australia, and the time it crossed the horder. A
similar return is supplied for South Australian trucks. These particulars are
then abstracted on a large sheet in such a way that a glance shows just what trucks
are outstanding at any partlcular time. . .

The system, therefore, is a simple one, althouqh its reliability, very clearly,
depends to a large extent on the accuracy and legibility of the information entered
on the truck sheet.

“Impracticable !’

AT a reduction of freights and

fares was absolutely impracticable

at the present time was ‘“the
definite and emphatic bil not avbitrary”’
statement of the Chairman of Com-
missioners  al  a  conference rvecentlv
convened by the central council of the
Melbourne and Metropolitan Progress
Assoctations.

¢ N this year’s figures,” said Mr.
Clapp, ‘“a 10 per cent. re-
duction would mean £ 1,000,000
less revenue. To offset that, we
would need an increase of 11 per
cent. in traffic, which I cannot see
available.”
Mr. Clapp introduced the subjec

by saying that the discussion which he
had heard on the need for a reduction
had been no different from the dis-
cussions which took place in the
railway offices every day. The rail-
ways had cut their costs 33 per cent.
in 2% vears, but the revenue this vear
would  be [’()00 (00 less than last
year. 'The Commissioners hoped for
some relief in the loan conversion, but
they feared that it would be swallowed
up by the exchange on interest pay-
ments abroad.

THE MONTH'S ANNIVERSARIES
I INES opened for traffic in Vic-
4 toria during the month of July
include the Sunbury-Woodend, on
July 8,1861; the Castlemaine—Mary-
borough and the Ballarat—Creswick.
on July 7, 1874.

““The Commissioners,” Mr. Clapp
concluded, *‘ will favor reductions as
soon as reductions are possible, but
the people who are entitled to first
consideration 1n this direction are the
primary producers.”’

It was pointed out at the conference,
incidentally, that this year’s railway
deficit will represent a chalge of £10
against each taxpayer in Victoria
(assuming that there be the same
number of taxpavers this vear as last
vear, which is more than doubtful).
But bad as the position of the Victorian
Railways is, the railway load on the
taxpayers 1n  New South Wales,
Queensland and South Australia s
heavier.

Railway Help for Charity
AILWAYMEN subscribed more
than [£1700 in support of the
Queen of Railways (Miss Mollie
Sullivan) during the recent Blind
Appeal.

The sub-committee which organised
the railway drive now expresses its
deep appreciation of this response,
which was a practically unaided rail-
waymen’s effort.

The first of this month, incidentally
will see the launching of a special
appeal for funds by the Alfred Hospital.
The Department is granting the
hospital authorities poster space or
stations and also a site for a calico sign
on Princes-bridge.
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e Ra1lwaymen of the Month

3 mmmm

Climbed the Ladder

NNGINEER Jim O’Connell,
retired from the Signal and
Telegraph branch recently, had

gained a wide knowledge of railroading
in the hard school of experience He
joined the service at the age of 21,
and was allotted to engine cleaning
duties. Two years later, he started
firing, and 1n 1900 became a qualified
driver. His nextmove brought him from
the smoke and tumult of the running
sheds in 1905 to the Bunsen flames and
quietude of the laboratory. In 1911,
he was promoted to the grade of
engineering assistant, in 1918 to as-
sistant engineer, at the beginning of
1923 to fully-fledged engineer.—C.S.

Like a Bradman Score

ITH an aggregate of more than

160 years of service between

them, four railway veterans
retired last month. They were Drivers
E.J.Duggan and W, Eaton of Seymour,
and Signalmen E. Taylor and Dan
Williams of No. 1 Box, Melbourne
Yard, and ‘B Box, Flinders-street,
respectively. Good wishes and
presentations accompanied each popular
veteran.—H.E.C

July Burthdays

F the representative gathering of
railwaymen who will pass another
of life’'s mileposts this month,

few are more widely known than
Jim (‘ Heavyweather ”’) Clarke. The
27th of this month is the 65th anni-
versary of his birth, and his last day

who

TO THE POINT

AN American paper reports that a
Kuansas confectioner who consigned
a keg of ice-cream by railway endorsed
the label, “‘ 1f not delivered in five davs,
\ never mind.”’

as a raillwayman. He joined the
service as a cleaner, early in 1884, and
drove his first engine seven vears later.
Since that time, among other important
trains, he has driven the special for the
Duke and Duchess of York in 1927,
as well as the Reso. train on its first
and several later tours. But it is as
the driver of the Better Farming train
that he is best known ; he has been on
the footplate for every one of its 32
tours, and the ‘‘college” train will
hardly seem the same without him.

Fellow railwaymen who will also be
celebrating birthdays during the month
include :—

Superintendent of Passenger Train Service
Hugh Cooke and Loco. Storeman-in charge J.
H. Main of Maryborough, on the first; Block
and Signal Inspector A. E. Colson, Goods

Agent W. N. Wortley and Guard Wright of
Dimboola, on the third; Fitter A. Price of

Bendigo, on the sixth; Road Foreman C. S.
Walsh of Geelong, on the seventh; Ganger
H. J. Emmett o Traralgon on the eighth ;
Tourist Bureau Manager W. T. McConnell,
Road Foreman H. H. Charman of Dimboola
and Fireman F. Croucher of Benalla, on the
ninth ; Ganger A. Barnard of Dimboola, on
the llth Senior Chemist W. 8. Macartney
of the Newport Laboratory and Senior Clerk
B. F. Lamb of Bendigo Way and Works, on
the 12th; Block and Signal Inspector A. W.
Murfitt, on the 13th; Driver F. A. Chamber-
fain of Maryborough, on the 1l4th; Guard
Harry Lee of the Melbourne Yard, on the 16th;
Bill Waotherspoon of Room 10 and Driver G
Thomson of Donald, on the 18th; Outdoor
Stores SupenntendentH Sergeant, on the 19th;
Senior Foreman Alf. Jukes of Melbourne
Goods and Yard Supervisor John Baker of
Geelong, on the 20th; Fireman C. Kemmis
of Geelong on the 21st; Chief Clerk V, F.
Letcher on the 22nd; Works Sub-Foreman
C.J. Profitt of Dlmboola on the 23rd ; Driver
in-charge T. H. Fitch of Warracknabeal and
Assistant Shed Foreman R. Kennedy of North
Melbourne Loco. on the 26th ; Train Running
Officer J. S. O’Haire of Ballarat, on the 27th;
Superintending Engineer C. H. Fethney, on
the 28th; Chris, Madigan of North Mel-
bourne Loco., on the 20th; and Electrical
LEngineer J. W. L. Varey, on the 31st.

“Fore”-ty-six Years

AILWAY golfing circles lost an

enthusiast with the retirement a

few weeks ago of Con. Lynch of
the Rolling Stock branch. One of the
old identities, he joined the railways
as a clerk in 1883, thus having 46 years
of service to his credit.  For several
years past, he had been in charge of
his branch’s correspondence room.
He was ever an ardent golfer and was
largely responsible for the formation
of the V.R. golf club, and the institu-
tion of regular interbranch contests.

The

Colonial Mutual
has again achieved
a Record Year
in the ORDINARY Department

Life Assurance
Society Limited

Firstly.— By jssuing Policies for the
largest amount of Assurance in any year
since its establishment in 1873.
Secondly.—Byv making available for
distribution the greatest surplus in the
Society’s history.

The Society’s Group Policies
(for Railway Employes)

are issued under
ORDINARY Department Conditions.

DO NOT DELAY

Write to the Society for particulars

NOW

THE LAST
MILE POST—

JESSE DOWSETT
R. JESSE DOWSETT, whe

was guard of the special trair
which rushed the police tc
Glenrowan for the final round-up o'
the Kelly Gang in 1880, died at hi
home in Dandenong last month.
The special train of which he was ;
the guard was travelling to Beechwort!
where Aaron Skeritt had just been sho

Name V.R. Stations
No. 6 : NHILL

OME authorities say that

““Nihill” is the native term for
“red clay.” Others say that the
name originally supplied by the
blacks was ‘‘ Nyell,”” meaning the
‘“ abode of spirits.”

On the other hand, a more prosaic
interpreter says that the name is =
derived from the wooden pegs used
by the blacks for pegging out
opossum and other skins.

dead by the gang. The Kellys, antic:s
pating the rush of police to Beechworth
came along the line to Glenrowar,
held up the town and, with the aid of
their prisoners, tore up the rails neag
a curve, They then waited for the
train to be wrecked on its passag’
through to Beechworth. %
But their plans went astray, ths
engine crew were warned, the tran
pulled up at Glenrowan and the polict
besieged the hotel in which the gang
had taken refuge. Ned Kelly was sha
down in his desperate sortie from the
hotel, and Guard Dowsett was among
the first to reach the fallen outla

THOMAS EDWARDS

HORTLY after passing his 60:0 &

birthday, Safeworking Office
Tom Edwards died recently
a Camberwell private hospital.

He was associated with safeworkin
operations for the whole of his 43 yeas
as a rallwayman. Joining as a port
early in 1888, he was appointed signa
man before the end of the year, and
held this position until 1916, when !
graduated as a block and signal i
spector. His next step was to sai
working clerk at the end of 192
followed by promotion to assistas
safeworking officer on July 1, 19285
and to safeworking officer four yeaiw
later. -
Mrs. Edwards, two daughters and ©»
son, survive him.

Wholly set up and printed in Australia
the Victorian Rajlways Printing Works, Lauren:
street, North Melbourne. for the Publishers-
The Victorian Railways Commissioners. -
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Things we areTalking About

ESPITE the recent heavy rains and widespread
floods in the Riverina, railway communication
. between WMelbourne and Sydney was only once
seriously disturbed, and even then re-routing of the Limited
via Tocumwal got the passengers
safely through the muddy waters
and across the border to a waiting
special which landed them in Mel-
bourne 18 hours late. This was the first time the Limited
has run through Tocumwal. For the greater part of the
flood-time, however, the dailies regularly announced that
‘“the only sure means of travel through the district is
by rail.” A washaway near Cope Cope necessitated all-
night work by railway gangs to keep the service in normal
running, and on sections of other lines—like the Bal-
ranald—special precautions were taken to sateguard the
track,

RAILWAY THE
SAFE WAY

PECIAL arrangements were made by the Victorian
railways to ensure that the mail matter on the Mel-
bourne Limited that was re-routed would not miss

the mail steamer at Fremantle. A special train—con-
sisting of locomotive, sleeping car and

SPECIAL van—was despatched from Melbourne,
CHASES as soon as the 18-hour late train had
EXPRESS arrived, to overtake the East-West ex-

press, then well on its way to connect
with the Orsova. The special cut 2% hours off the usual

NAMING V.R. STATIONS

No. 7: FRANKSTON

THE township was named in 1854
in memory of Charles Franks,
who was killed by aborigines at the
Werribee-river 18 years previously.
Frankston once formed part of Mr.
Charles Wedge's pastoral station and
it is not improbable that he sug-
gested the name, as the station of
the Messrs. Wedge, at the Werribee,
was near to that of Franks and
Armytage, where Franks was killed.

travelling time between Melbourne and Adelaide and then,
continuing its chase, caught the Express at Riverton,
62 miles north of Adelaide.

HUNTERS and enginemen scarcely need to be told
that trucks of explosives and loaded oil tanks demand
extra-special care in shunting operations. Loose

shunting is unthinkable—either of the truck or tank itself
or of other trucks near them. But
another point which must never be
forgotten during shunting operations
is the imperative need for using at
least one truck as a safety-buffer between the locomo-
tive and a loaded oil tank or truck of explosives.

“EXPLOSIVES
AND OIL

/ HE first ‘“ Buffalo Chalet” cabaret ball, held at
The Plaza, St. Kilda, on July 14, proved such a

i huge success that there are hopes that it will de-
velop into an annual reunion. So effectively was the
; atmosphere of The Chalet introduced
SNOW AT into the ballroom that the 1,200 dancers
ST. KILDA had every excuse for imagining they were

: back on the snow-mantled plateau.
Around the ballroom, snow-covered foliage decorated
‘pergolas which bore the name of a beauty spot at Mt.
Buffalo ; at the far end, a drop scene depicted a view of
The Chalet in its winter garb between two tall and real
eucalyptus trees ; and, in the centre of the dancing space,
a giant snow-man with blinking eyes of electric light and

(9]

I

fitted with an amplifier, announced the various attractions & *
These included ski-ing on the floor by the orchestra, =
snow ballet scene and a realistic snow storm with thousandsl ~
cf flakes fluttering from the ceiling.

ACH of the two stations, Karween and Morkallz

on the recently opened railway extension fron
Meringur derived its name from the local parish

in which it is situated. These parish names were originall
selected from native dialects and

“NIGHT ” AND euphonious words were choses
“ FIRST MAN ” rather than names with descriptivs
or other application to the par
ticular portion of the Mallee through which the line passes
Morkalla means ‘‘ night ’ and Karween offers a choics
between ‘' crane” and ‘‘first man.”” Interesting fac:
concerning the line disclosed in the press last month wen
that 1t would carry 86,000 bags of wheat this season an
that it would save settlers £1,300 in freight charges os
that wheat.

AVE vou ever tried to read a pencilled addres

on brown paper? If you have, you will unde:

stand why guards are forced to crane their neck
and strain their eyes when they are confronted with fair
markings on the face of one of our brows
correspondence envelopes. Gumme
slips have been specially provided f
use as address-seals on these envelope
and should always be made the white background for th
address. Besides helping the guards, they help econom
by enabling the one envelope to be used several times.

HELP THE
GUARDS

NCREASED railway tourist traffic in Australia
foreshad~wed by the second annual report of th
Australian National Travel Association. Thousan
of attractive posters featuring Australia are now exhibite
in practically every country
the world, whilst tourist liters
ture is being circulated in eve
English-speaking country. Pul
licity issued from the head office in Melbourne include
1,400,000 folders and booklets, 100,000. posters, 4,0
photographs and 2,700 maps of Australia in folder forn
The American representative (Mr. O’Connor) advises th
he is receiving 150 enquiries a day about Australia. H
latest letter reads : ‘‘ Last week 928 enquiries were r
ceived. In six months we have had more than 7,0
letters of enquiry, and booklets with a letter have bes
despatched to each person by way of reply. My wirele
talks have caused unusual interest, and many address
before clubs have led to invitations to address other grour
Through our magazine advertising, we have broug
Australia to the notice of millions of people.”
N that gradually increasing results will follow
Association’s efforts in national advertising
Great Britain and on the Continent. A director of os
of the leading British shipping lir
TELLING THE told him that Australia’s attractic
WORLD have never before received the =
resting publicity they were getts
today. The Association’s report mentions subsidiary pr
jects in which it co-operated—a book on Australia by ¢
J.ondon author and photographer, Mr. E. O. Hops
soon to be on sale throughout the world, and a phonogra
record of the kookaburra’s laugh, which is used as
preliminary to broadcast talks on Australia by the ov
seas representatives.

MORE TOURISTS
EXPECTED

R. FENTON, the British representative, stas
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Commsr. Molomby Reappointed

ONGRATULATIONS to Mr.

Commissioner Molomby on the

extension of his term of office
until April, 1933. His appointment
in August, 1924, as Commissioner, vice
Mr. Miscamble, placed him on the top
rung of the 'Transportation man’s
ladder of promotion, a ladder which
he has steadily mounted since his
appointment as junior clerk at Geelong -
in 1883. Service on the relieving staff,
in the staff office, and with the time-
tables section paved the way to his
appointment as Superintendent of
Passenger Train Service in 1908, Six
vears later he went abroad to investigate
overseas raitway practice,” and the
following year he assumed the respon-
sibilities of General Superintendent of
Transportation. His expert knowledge
of railway working, gained through
a lifetime of practical experience, places
him amongst the foremost railway
authorities in Australia.

Uncle T(;m

NOWN from one end of Gipps-

land to the  other, Guard Tom

Boyle handed in his green flag
and kit bag last month and went into
retirement. ‘Thirty-five of his 42 years
of service. were spent in Gippsland,
where he was known far and wide as
““ Uncle Tom.” He missed only one
week through illness during his whole .
career. .

August- Birthdays

) IRTHDAY good wishes will be
the order of the day amongst
railwaymen at  Geelong this

month. Natal anniversaries will be
celebrated by Driver J. Lanagan, on
the third ; Assistant District Superin-
tendent George Rogers and Driver
Searle, on the fourth ; Block and Signal
Inspector J. Mullins and Works Ganger
R. Homfray, on thé seventh; Works
Foreman R. R. Roberts, on the 13th ;
Chief Train Despatcher A. H. Game,
on the 21st; and Acting Crane Driver
S. Pattersom, on the 23rd.
Others who will be
include :— .
District Engineer Evan Richard of Oakleigh,
Tom Kennedy of Room 2, Stationmaster
Lalor of Dandenong, and Depot Foreman
J. Mclvor of Bendigo, on the first: TFitter’s
Assistant A, Rowley of Traralgon and
Depot Foreman G. R. Critten of Ararat, on
the second; Alec Wotherspoon of Room 1,
Assistant Chief Accountant A. Williams, and
Rope Splicer Jim Langley pf Spotswood store-
house, on the third; Driver L. W. Jackson
of Bendigo and Assistant Train Running
. Officer Ries of Seymour, on .the fourth ; Chief
Engineer of Way and Works J. M. Ashworth,
Chief Architect H. T. Stanley, Driver A.
Lewis of Traralgon and Guard W. Warren
of Bendigo, on the sixth; Signal Supervisor
D. C. Beaumont of Bendigo, on the eighth;
Guard J. T. Mulligan of Traralgon, Staticn-
master H. G. Hooper of Warragul, and Way

eelebrating

ymen of the Month

and Works Engineer W. O. Brown of Oak-
leigh, on the 12th; Scnior Train Despatcher
J. P. McKenna and Assistant Printing Odicer
Bill Houston, on the 14th; Signal Supervisor
Ewin of Dandenong and Officer-in-Charge
Charles Corbett of the Melbourne Goods
perishable shed, on the 16th ; District Engincer
A. ]J. Ward of Ballarat, on the 17th; Leading
Shunter J. Emmerson of Bendigo, on the 19th ;
Engineer W, Hambridge of the Rolling Stock
drawing office, on the 20th; Morgan Hayes
of Room 9, Ganger A. ]J. Knight of Ballarat
and Engineer Ralph Connolly of the Electrical
branch, on the Zlst; Depot Foreman D.
McL. Stewart of Traralgon, on the 22nd;
District Superintendent T. H. Maddern of
Ballarat, Block and Signal Inspector David
Beddoe of Flinders-street, and Works Foreman
D. Flynn of Bendigo, on the 23rd; Driver E.
Fitzpatrick of Wodonga, on the 24th ; Cleaner
A. R. Adkins of Warragul, on the 23th ; Special
Officer R. G. Wishart and Manager Lindsay

" McClelland  of the Dining Car depot
on the 30th.
Ninth
INTH Ballarat guard: to retire
in the last 10 years, Henry

Peard has gone out on super-
annuation with service going back to
1889, Messrs. W. Williams, H. W.
Bowman, McKay, Watkins, Gilbert,
C. Williams and D’arcy were among the
speakers who voiced regret at Mr.
Peard’s departure. A presentation was
made of a watch and a silver sugar
basin for Mrs. Peard. —B.C.

Star-gazing

HE Astronomical Society of Vic-
toria  recently appointed as
treasurer, Mr. C. Hewitson,
telegraphist of the Spencer-street tele-
graphoffice. Astronomy firstinterested
him as a hobby when he was serving
with the navy during the war. The

The

Colonial Mutual
has again achieved
a Record Year
in the ORDINARY Department

Life Assurance
Society Limited

Firstly.—By issuing Policies for the
largest amount of Assurance in any year
singce its establishment in 1873.
Secondly.—By making available for
distribution the greatest surplus in the
Society’s history.

The Society’s Group Policies
(fer Railway Employes)
are issued under
ORDINARY Department Conditions.

DO NOT DELAY

Write to the Society for particulars

NOW

glory of the skies, on clear tropical
nights, caught his fancy, and a con-
versation with Mr, Michie,” who
well-known to railwaymen, from his
associations with the Victorian Railway
Institute and the ‘old V.R. Magazine;
and who was the previous treasurer of
the Astronomical Society, influenced
him to join that organisation, of whic!
he has since become a most enthus:
astic member.  Incidentally, M:
Hewitson will be happy to furnish ful
information = concerning the societ
and its activities to any railwaymes
who may be interested in astrenoms

—S.C.W.
First Train to Wonthaggi

FTER a decade of head-portering

at the busiest -passenger statios

in the world, Lawrence Gagiers
has gone into retirement. He was &
railwayman for 43 years, joining the
service as a porter at Bendigo unde
Statjonmaster Franks and Distric
Superintendent Clem Stevens. ‘‘ Ma
nure >’ guard at Yarraville for 12 years
he also had the distinction of running
the first through passenger train fron
Melbourne to Wonthaggi. —H.E.C

Paid in Millions

ETIRING early last month o

account of ill health, Walt

Jones has at last moved from th
atmosphere of high finance. He joine
the Traffic branch in April, 1888, an
transferred eight years later to th
Accountancy branch. Service in prac
tically every section of the branc
preceded his appointment in 1926 =
travelling auditor of disbursement
Three years later he took charge
the pay office where he remained un:
his retirement, supervising the d:
tribution of some six million pound
each year in salaries and wages. W
join with his hosts of railway frien
in wishing him an early improvemes
in health.

The Last Mile Post—

MICHAEL QUINLAN

NOTHER old Hobson’s -Ba

railway veteran has passed b

last milepost—Mr. Mick Qui
lan, who was a passenger guard whe
the - private company was taken ov
by the Government.

He and Jim Morrow—still alive
Brighton—were the only passens
guards permanently on Suburban tra:
at that time. :

Wholly set up and_printed in Australis
the Victorian Railways Printing Works, Laur
street, North Melbourne. for the Publishex
The Victorian Railways Commissioners.
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We areTalkl THINGS

EASONS why a reduction in railway freights and
fares is impracticable, are set out in a pamphlet
which has just been issued by the Victorian Railways
Commissioners. It is pointed out that if a 10 per cent.

reduction were made, an in-
REDUCED FARES crease of roughly 11 per cent.
BIGGER DEFICIT in traffic would be required to
preserve the existing position
of railway finance. No such substantial increase in
business could be looked for, and the only result of any
general reduction in charges would be an increased deficit.
Reduction of costs to the railway user would consequently
necessitate heavier taxation of the community generally.
No one who is now using his motor car for his travel
would be induced to keep the car in the garage because of
a 10 per cent cut in railway rates; nor is it likely that a
reduction of 4d. a week in the cost of 3/5d. workmen’s
weekly ticket from a suburb, six miles distant from the
city, would have any appreciable influence in the matter.

O the argument that there should be no discrimina-

tion in regard to the fares upon which railway charges

are fixed in the suburban area, the Commissioners
reply that the lower rates, which are applicable on certain
lines which have to meet the com-

WHY FARES petition of an excellent tramway

VARY service, are necessary to enable the
railways to retain a share of the
traffic. If these arbitrary °‘ competitive ”’ rates were

generally applied, the result would unquestionably be a
huge loss of revenue ; while, if the ordinary mileage scale
were charged in the areas where there is tramway com-
petition, it is just as unquestionable that the railways
would lose the traffic which they are now obtaining from
those areas. The ultimate outcome would inevitably be
an all-round increase in the general mileage rates to offset
the loss. Thus it can be said that the operation of the
lower rates in ‘‘ the competitive areas ~’ is not prejudicial,
but on the contrary actually beneficial, to the districts
which complain of discrimination.

uMy
Definite
View ..’

€ PRIMARY production is so vitally
important to this country that any-
thing which adversely affects it cannot fail
to react against the interests of the whole
community, and my definite view is that it
should be given consideration prior to any
other interest whenever a reduction of
railway charges can be contemplated as

within the realm of practicability.”
—HAROLD W. CLAPP

EFERENCE 1s again made to the absence of an

adequate depreciation fund in railway working. If

the whole of the Victorian railway property were
new, the amount required to meet the annual depreciation
would be something like £300,000 a
year more than is now being provided.
So far, the non-provision of this fund
has resulted in a Joss of value to the
property of not less than £16,000,000. It has, of course,
been the view of the railway administration for vears past
that this lost value should not continue to be a charge
against present-day railway users, but is a fair and proper
charge against the community as a whole and should
therefore be transferred to the Public Account. If this
were done, the interest charges would be reduced by
approximately (750,000 per annum. While the Com-
missioners agree that this would bring nearer the
practicability of reduction in freights and fares, they
emphasise ‘‘ that nothing should be permitted to over-
shadow the importance of placing the railway finances on
a proper basis by the establishment of a depreciation fund
adequate to meet the loss of value in the property as it
accrues.”

b4

LOST
£16,000,000

w

ing About |

UPPORTING the proposed Melbourne centenar
celebrations, the chairman of the Australian Nationa
Travel Association (Mr. H. W. Clapp), suggested las:
month that the year 1934-35 should be made a grea
carnival year for Australia anc
CARNIVAL YEAR New Zealand. “If Australia anc
FOR AUSTRALIA New Zealand co-operated t
that end,” he said, ‘‘the attrac-
tion of a trip to this part of the world would be greatl:
enhanced. Many people who have had hazy ideas ¢
making a tour at some time or other might be definitel
induced to czll on us during the carnival year.” Invita-
tions to the Prince of Wales and the President and Mrs
Hoover to visit Australia, to the various powers to senc
fleet units into Australasian waters during that year, and t
Rotary and other groups to hold their international con-
ferences in Australia during the same period, were als
proposed by Mr. Clapp. He considered that th
Melbourne centenary could never become more than :
subsidiary appeal in an effort to persuade people 13,00
miles away to visit Australia, although it would be ar
excellent event to advertise, along with the other attraction
of Australia, in order to stimulate travel.

N 1'_ AILWAY charges have a relativels
eg 1 negligible effect upon the cost of com-
modities.

glble L S 4 Actually, a reduction of 20s. per ton would
represent about 1d. for every 10 1lb. o

merchandise, or one-tenth of a penny for &

' 1b. of butter, one-fifth of a penny for a tis
* of jam, and about a halfpenny for a su:l
of clothes.

1.1, the railway man who submitted a suggestios
to the Betterment and Publicity Board ‘‘ regarding
the clectro-copper plating of Jocomotive boiles

crown stays at the firebox end *” kindly say who he is and
where he s 7 His suggestion was received
WHO IS some little time agoe, bearing neither signz
HE ? ture nor address. The idea has bees
investigated and the Board is now anxiou
to get into communication with the unknown suggestor
In the past, unsigned suggestions have occasionally bees
found amongst the many thousands of bright ideas receives
by the Board, but the mystery of the forgetful suggestor
identity has usually been cleared up by a search for the
same handwriting In a previous suggestion amongst th
files of suggestions in the Board office. This, howeves
is apparently the latest unknown’s first suggestion anc
with no further advice from him arriving in the Board
big daily signed mail, the problem of his identity remair
unsolved. Will he please regard this paragraph as =
invitation to take two paces to the front?

N our last month’s summary of talking points on tt
wool traffic, we referred to the free loading of wo
by railway staff and its carriage at Commissioner

risk. Few railwaymen—if any—will need to be told th
carriage at Commissioners’ ris

SALESMANSHIP naturally implies payment of t
AND special rate covering that ris

WOOL but there is the further poi
that wool is accepted at Cor
missioners’ risk from unattended stations only on paymes
of the cost of providing a tally clerk from another statios
It has been suggested that some younger members of t
staft might possibly be in doubt regarding the circumstanc
in which an allowance of fourpence is made on each bz
of wool loaded by the grower himself. This concess:
applies only to caretaker and unattended stations where =
arrangements for loading have been made by the Depas
ment. Then, too, growers who forward their wool

road are liable to be charged higher rates for fertilisers.
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First Gully Train

ITH 44 years of solid service
to his credit, Guard George
Walmsley of Spencer-street has
called it a fair thing. As guard at
Ringwood in the early days, he ran
the first train to Ferntree Gully. He
also had 15 years experience at Korum-
burra and was at Colac and Benalla
for some time. —H.E.C.

Veteran Conductor

OPULAR old George Lewis has

retired after unbroken service for

30 years as conductor on the
Adelaide express. He was in charge
of the royal train which sped the
Duke and Duchess of York to Can-
berra for the opening of the Fedeial
Parljament. Some of the friends he
made on the Adelaide express gave
him a farewell dinner in the South
Australian capital and presented him

with a set of pipes. —B.B.
September Birthdays
ANY happy returns of the
day to the following rail-
waymen :

Fireman J. Clancy of Koronz Vale, Cecil
Widdop of Room 2; and Fireman "I'omlinson
of Geelong, on the first; Assistant Manager
James Taylor of Newport Shops and 'Phone

the 16th; Tom Doyle of the Rolling Stock
drawing office and Metropolitan Traffic In-
spector Phillips, on the 18th; Photographer
W. Howieson, Driver A. E. Dent of Korum-
burra and Driver J. Ingoldby of Ballarat,
on the 19th ; Assistant General Superintendent
W. Thomas and Signal Engineer Colin Young,
on the 21st; District Engineer E. B. Slater of
Geelong, on the 22nd; Train Examiner W.

Oliver of Warragul, on the 23rd; Signal
Maintenance Engineer W. Forrest, Percy

Sheeran of the Refreshment Services, and
Signal Adjuster Bishop of Dandenong, on the
25th ; Printing Officer Milton Gray, on the
26th ; Fireman C. Tait of Ararat and Fitter
R. G. Elliott of the North Melbourne truck
shops, on the 28th; Fireman R. E. James of
Ararat, on the 29th ; and Chief Engineer for
Railway Construction C. H. Perrin, on the
30th.

Operatic Star
ESCORTING Officer Gordon Peart

of the Government Tourist
Bureau made a reappearance in
opera at the Theatre Royal last month.
He was a member of the 1924 Melba-
Williamson Grand Opera Company,
and there met and studied with the

Naming V.R. Stations
No. 8: TYNONG

A MR. McKEOWN took up land at
Koo-wee-rup, adioining Batty’s
fsland, and gave it the native name
for the locality, “ Tynong.” This
means ‘‘ plenty of fish.”

SELLING LOCOMOTIVES ON
THE INSTALMENT PLAN

fVOW locomotives are to be sold on the
instalment plan ! .

The executive committee of the Baldwin
Locomotive Works, Philadelphia (U.S.A4.),
s considering an elaborate scheme to
stimulate business jfor privately ozpned
equipment concerns and to correspondingly
decrease the amount of work dome in
railway shops. .

The Baldwin idea is to organize finance
companies which will purchase locomotives
and other equipment from the Baldwin
company and then lease them 1o the rail-
roads.

How the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission will regard the new scheme is not
known.

Enginecr E.G. Godfree, on the second ; Goods
Superintendent T. R. L. Sexton, on the third ;
Worksmaster Ed. Hains of North Melbourne
and Night Depot Foreman Ford of Mary-
borough, on the fourth ; Train Examiner T,
Orchard of Seymour, R.S.M. Tom Mulcahy
and Rolling Stock Superintendent E. Hinds of
Ballarat, on the sixth; Rolling Stock Clerk
W. Gilligan of Seymour on the seventh, Secre-
tary for Railways E. C. Eyers and Assistant Chief
Mechanical Engineer A. C. Ahlston, on the
eighth ; Night Depot Foreman F. Bates of
Bendigo, on the ninth; Claims Agent James
Southam and Senior Timekeeper Tim.
O’Donoghue of North Melbourne Loco., on
the 10th; Donald McDonald of Room 9,
Leading Porter Martin Young, of Ararat, and
Guard W. B. Williams of Ballarat, on the 11th ;
Superintendent A. W. F, Smith of the Mel-
bourne Yards, Driver A. Hunt of Geelong,
Shunter J. F. Kelly of Warragul, and Works
Sub-foreman M. Higgins of Geelong, on the
12th; Rolling Stock Superintendent Frank
Boadle of Seymour, on the 15th; Electrical
Fitter-in-charge J. Hammond of Dandenong
and Electrical Fitter J. Finch of Bendigo, on

Italian baritone Apollo Granforte and
Frank St. Leger of the Chicago
Opera House. Another of his tutors
was the late Mansley Greer, formerly
conductor of the Royal Victorian
Liedertafel: Following the 1924 sea-
son, he took Melba’s advice and went

The

Colonial Mutual
has again achieved
a Record Year
in the ORDINARY Department

Life Assurance
Society Limited

Firstly.—By issuing Policies for the
largest amount of Assurance in any year
since 1its establishment in 1873.

Secondly.—By making available for
distribution the greatest surplus in the
Society’s history.

The Society’s Group Policies
(for Railway Employes)
are 1ssued under
ORDINARY Department Conditions.

DO NOT DELAY

Write to the Society for particulars

NOW

abroad. In his recent return
opera, he took the parts of Valent:
in ““ Faust ” and Angelotti

““Tosca,” —TI

Geelong Good-bye

EELONG railwaymen said goc
bye to Ganger Denyer of :
North Geelong vard last mon

presenting him with a travelling r
and complete shaving outfit and
leather wallet for his wife. He h
had 45 years service and was a gang
for 12 years. —G.A

LOCOMOTIVE CHASES WOULD-
BE MURDERER

A STRANGE scene was recently wit-
nessed on the railway in Albert:
(Canada), when a railway engine which ha
been detached jfrom a passenger trair
pursued a man along the line. The ma
a 3b-year-old miner named Zugefow, wa
travelling in the train when suddenly h
attacked his estranged wife and tried :
murder her with a knife. Her screan
brought the train crew o the rescue, where-
upon the man jumped from the train an:
fled down the track with the engine, whic
was hastily uncoupled, in close pursuit.
The chase ended as dramatically as
began, for wien the engine caught him w
the miner was found lying dying from poisos
and self-inflicted wounds.

Dick Dugan Goes

UNCTUALLY on his 65th bir

day, genial old Driver 1

Dugan of Donald stepped
the footplate for the last time
month. He was a driver for 27
his 42 years service, starting at S
and remaining at Donald for 22 ye
A good railroader, a good unionist s
a good fellow, he is known where
rolling stock men gather. He
live in Melbourne. —1

LFour

MONGST the old veterans -
retired recently were Messrs
Doble, W. Sutherland and A

Branmann, enginemen of Bendigo,
Stationmaster Tom Rennie of Nao
Melbourne. —B.C

The Last Mile Pos

ERNEST C. ANDERSON
ELIEVING Stationmaster E
Anderson died last month =
a protracted illness.

He had long service in the Dep
ment, starting as a block recorder
Ferntree Gully when Harry Clark
stationmaster. He was night office
Castlemaine and had been on
relieving staff for the last 12 year

Wholly set up and_printed in Austral
the Victorian Railways Printing Works, Law
street, North Melbourne, for the Publishs
The Victorian Railways Commissioners.
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.\X/e are Talkl

DROP of £2,000,000 in revenue on last year’s opera-
tions, compared with 1929-30, and of more than
£3,000,000, compared with 1928-29, has left the
Department with the biggest deficit on record—£ 1,478 564.
Everything practicable was done to adjust

OUR expenditure to the conditions, and working
BIGGEST expenses were reduced by more than 19
DEFICIT per cent. Additional economies are being

constantly effected, but it has been utterly
impossible to reduce the total expenses in direct proportion
to the unprecedented fall in earnings as it occurred. It
is true that, on a population basis, our deficit per head was
considerably less than that of the railways of any other
Austraban State, and that the return on our interest-
bearing capital was 3°08 per cent. compared with, say,
the 2:98 per cent. return on the London and North Eastern
railway co.’s capital investment for 1930. But these
comparisons in no way minimise the gravity of the situa-
tion, especially as it appears quite certain that, until the
State has rehabilitated jts economic condition, nothing
but a substantial loss can be expected from the railway
system, with a capitalisation built up in years when traffic
was increasing and rendering it capable of handling a
greatly increased volume of business. For example,
country passenger traffic for 1930-31 was actually less
by 201,000 passenger journeys, or 3'3 per cent. than in
1908-09—22 years ago—when the mileage of line open
for traffic was 28 per cent. less and the population 29
per cent. less.

LTHOUGH the greatest part of this startling de-
crease in revenue was due to the general collapse
of business, it is beyond question that a substantial
part was due to the diversion to the roads of much pas-
senger and goods traffic. Re-
“ WHILE THERE strictive legislation in this direc-
IS STILL tion, the Commissioners affirm,
TIME......” is ‘“imperatively necessary ”’ to
control the situaticn before it
gets entirely out of hand. ‘° We are convinced,” they
declare, ‘‘that no measures taken for the State’s financial
rchabilitation can be regarded as complete, nor can they
be expected to be successful, which do not include the
safeguarding against road competition of the huge railway
investment. This investment, amounting to more than
£75,000,000, is in danger of being converted from the
State’s greatest asset into 2 tremendous liability by the
system being deprived of its most profitable traffic, and we
again urge the immediate necessity for remedial measures
being taken while there is still time to control the situation
and before the costs of transport become an intolerable
burden upon the whole community.”

URTAILMENTS of train services were effected to
meet the heavy and progressive decline in passenger
traffic, the services being adjusted as far as prac-

ticable to meet the most important local needs. On nine
lines the passenger traffic had so diminished

SAVING that the provision of a regular service for
TRAIN  passengers was discontinued and only a
RUNNING goods service maintained, while the 54-
mile Triholm—Strzelecki section was closed

to all trafic. On the electrified system, the decline in
traffic demanded substantial curtailments and admitted
of the withdrawal from regular running of seven complete
seven-car trains. Altogether, reduced services saved more
than 540,000 country passenger train miles, 580,000 mixed
train miles and 370,000 suburban passenger train miles.
This represented, in round figures, 5,500,000 car miles
in country services and 2,500,000 car miles in electrified
services. These changes, further, were not operating
for the whole year and will therefore have a still more

THINGS |ing About

N

noticeable influence next year, increased also by curt
ments effected since July 1.

CKNOWLEDGING the services of the staff
their report, the Commissioners say : ‘‘ The st
dard of service given by the staff was well maintair

during the year. We receive numerous eulogistic lets
which furnish evidence of the impro

THANKS and constantly growing spirit of
TO THE operation between the employees
STAFF  patrons of the Department. It is

pleasure to us to place this fact on rec
and to express our own appreciation of the excellent s
vice and valuable assistance rendered by officers and «
ployees throughout the year.”

T was anticipated that the construction by the Railw
Department of a bridge and subway at Mt. Alexand
road, on behalf of the Essendon Council and the Tr=

way Board, would be completed by the end of this mos
Some space was devoted in the p
last month, by the way, to misinforn
criticism by an Essendon councillor
the progress on this job. He decla
expansively that the Department had begun its operat:
““ about two years ago ”’ and gave it as his considered opir
that private enterprise would have completed the w
in "“two months " ! Actually, the job was first tacl
in December last and, despite delays in the deliven
steel—by an outside contractor—and the enforced susp
sion of operations for six weeks while the Postal Dep:
ment removed underground cables, has been perforr
expeditiously and economically by a gang of Supes
tending Engineer Fethney’s skilled men. The work
extremely complicated and its difficulties were accentus
by the restrictions of a very limited working space.
‘nine to 12 months ” was the estimate originally g
the Council, completion within 10 months, despite
unforeseen outside delays, was a highly creditable ;
formance.

¢

UP TO
SCHEDULE

‘ E agree that with world prices as they are, r
consideration must be given to primary
duction—which is of such vital importance

this country—whenever a reduction in freights can

contemplated as within the re

NO of practicability, but until thes
ECONOMIC some prospect of balancing #8%
JUSTIFICATION railway budget, and thus relie @™

the community of the burdes
taxation imposed by railway deficits, we are convinced
there is no economic justification for a reduction in
charges.” Thus the Railways Commissioners last me
when asked to reduce rail freight rates on wool and w
for the coming season. Any reduction would inevis
increase the already huge rail deficits, and as there ar
means of meeting the deficits other than by addit
taxation, the result would merely be to shift the bu
from one section of the community to the other. In
case, Victorian rail rates for wheat are already lower
those of any other State, the comparative rates per ton bes

Miles Vic. ‘ N.S.W. S.A. ’ Q. W,
100 10/3 12/- 13/8 12/2 1
200 13/7 15/2 17/2 20/4 14
300 15/7 16/11 20/4 24/10 16

Wool has of course been very adversely affected by
fall in prices, but even now the freight for the ave
haul in Victoria is only four per cent. of its value.
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RAILWAYMEN of the MONTH

Fived First “V?”

OR 32 years of his just-completed
career, Driver Bill Ellis was
located at North Melbourne loco.
For the remaining 11 years of his life
on the footplate, he was a Traralgon
He was the fireman who stoked

man,
the first V> class locomotive to
run in Victoria. One of his most

remarkable experiences was a collision
with an old-man kangaroo, which
either through short-sightedness or
suicidal tendencies ran slap into the
side of Bill’s locomotive. —E.P.O.

Sandridge Man

HEERFUL George Bleazby, who

has called it a fair thing after

47} years service, has been des-
patch clerk at the Metro.’s since 1903,
He was a boy porter at the old Sandridge
station, and later became a running
guard and inspector of tarpaulins.
His farewell gifts from the staff were
umbrella, kit bag and travelling rug.

Another Veteran

HE ranks of Ballarat’s railway

veterans were further depleted

last month by the retirement of
Ganger Albert J. Knight, who had 44
years of service to his credit. Road
Foreman O’Loughlin presented the
popular old ganger with a travelling
rug, a suit case and a brief bag for
himself, and a set of carvers for Mrs.
Knight. —B.C.

October Birthdays

NCLUDED amongst the following
fifty railwaymen, representative of
all ranks and hailing from all parts

of the State, who celebrate birthdays
this month, there is only one solitary
branch chief—Superintendent of Re-
freshment Services, W. D, Bracher—
whose anniversary is October 13,
Others who will be receiving congratu-

lations include :—

Assistant Distribution Engineer W. Coe of
the Electrical branch, on the first; Assistant
Superintendent ], James of the Melbourne
Yard, Shunter H. Phillips of Geelong and
Rolling Stock Superintendent J. Noonan of
Geelong, on the second ; Driver H. Cottier of
Warrmambool and Signal Special Officer E. R.
Roberts, on the fourth; Superintending
Engineer H. N. May and Bill Frilay of the
Melbourne Goods, on the nfth; Driver L. H.
Lawford of Ararat. on the sixth; Bill Spencer
of Room 9 and District Superintendent M. A,
Remfry of Seymour, on the seventh ; Rollin
Stock Clerk A. P. Burdeu of Ballarat ang
Fireman L. Bennett of Warragul, on the
eighth; Way and Works Engineer Gordon
Massey and Driver Paddy Zinnow of North
Melbourne loco., on the ninth; Reclamation
Officer H. G. Molloy of the Stores, on the
10th ; Electrical Engineer Ronald Harvey and
Fireman A Fraser of Benalla, on the 1ith;
Johnny Barklamb of the éeymour D.S’s.
office, on the 12th; Reg. Hunt of the Metro.
Superintendent’s office, Stores Bookkeeper F.
Towers of Spotswood store, and Driver F, W.
Corrie of Ararat, on the 13th; Conductor Joe

Keppel of Ballarat and Goods Guard R. H.
Spiers of Bendigo, on the 14th; Chief Clerk
Tom Neal of the Seymour D.S’s. office, Tom
Slattery, Secretary to the Chief Engineer
of Way and Works and Train Despatcher

T, R. Collier of Ballarat, on_the 15th;
District Superintendent . E. Russell
of Maryborough, on the 16th; Guard J. T.

Sheehan of the Melbourne Yard, on the 17th ;
Leading Shunter 'T. Cowdell of Geelong and
Assistant Superintendent F. Lacey of the
Melbourne Yard on the 19th ; Ewen Mclntyre
of Room 10, Landscape Gardener George Allen,
Stationmaster Andy Larkins of Casterton,
Fireman A. Tweedale of Ballarat and Dan
Cpnnell of the Way and Works, on the 20th;
Signalman A. Moverley of Melbourne Yard,

Naming V.R. Stations

No. 9: Macedon

ACEDON is apparently a re-

ference to Philip of Macedonia.
the famous father of Alexander the
Great,

Major Mitchell is believed to have
named the mountain with that as-
sociation in mind, as he surveyed the
waters of Port Phillip from the slopes
of the mount in 1836.

on the 21st; Signalman W, Canning of North
Fitzroy, Leading Shunter G. F. Lowday of
Maryborough and Train Despatcher L. K.
Missen of the Metro. Superintendent’s office,
on the 22nd ; Hall Officer Wally Wedgwood,
on the 23rd; Guard F. Nash of Colac and
Signal Supervisor C. Bass of Ararat, on the
24th ; Guard Rowland of Maryborough and
Ganger L., J. Eldridge of North Geelong, on
the 26th ; Porter J. Streeter of Stawell, on the
27th; Block and Signal Inspector J. Evans of
Flinders-street, on the 28th; Guard R. P.
Greaves of Geelong and Works Inspector F.
Caudwell of North Melbourne, on the 30th ;
and Chief Clerk F. C. Campbell of the Re-
freshment Services, on the 3lst.

Chief Clerk Goes
FTER serving as Chief Clerk of

the Signal and Telegraph branch
from its establishment on July 1,

Life Assurance
Society Limited

Colonial Mutual
has again achieved
a Record Year
in the ORDINARY Department
Firstly.—By issuing Policies for the

largest amount of Assurance in any year
since its establishment in 1873.

Secondly.—By making available for
distribution the greatest surplus in the
Society’s history.

The Society’s Group Policies
(for Railway Employes)
are issued under
ORDINARY Department Conditions.

DO NOT DELAY

Write to the Society for particulars

NOW

1922, until its reabsorption by the Way
and Works branch on July 1, 193}
Jack Ford has severed his connections
with the railways and can now be founc
as ‘“mine host ” at the Hotel Traral-
gon. His railway service goes bacl
to 1897, when he joined up as a junior
clerk in the Way and Works branch
He was appointed special officer ir
1917, switching over to the accounts
section of the branch the following
year, and remaining there until the
new branch was formed. Jack was 2
leading figure in the cricket world and
played for 10 years with Williamstown
He was secretary of the Victorian sub-
district cricket association for sixteer
years, and a member of the Victoriar
Cricket Association for a decade, serv-
ing for three years on the countrn
committee. He also shot with the
V.R. rifle club for three years. Traral-
gon footballers” cricket club has alread;
elected him representative on the
Traralgon Association. —S.C.W

———+

The Last Mile Post
JAMES CONSIDINE
N old Hobson’s Bay railwaymas
died the other week—James Con-
sidine—who retired from the
service in 1914, He was for man
vears stationmaster at Healesville.
Chief Clerk Duncan Considine c
the Metropolitan Superintendent’s sta®
S a son.

JOHN CUMMINS

ORMER Signalman John Cuwn-
mins, who retired from ‘B
box, Flinders-street, some fivs
years ago, is dead.
He had 45 years service and wa
stationed at Flinders-street throughou
his career.

-——

Shunting Problem Solution

HERE is one solution to the shunting pre
blem which we propounded last mon
with the suggestion that a practical Vie
torian railwayman would find a soluti
in two minutes.

Suppose the two opposing trains to &
headed east and west. The east-bou
loco, leaves the rear half of its train so
distance from the siding and proceeds
to the siding with the front half.

The entire west-bound train pas
the siding along the main line and coup!
on to the rear half of the east train.

The east train pulls its front half
the siding, heading east, and proceeds f;
enough to leave a length of clear tra
behind.

The west train (as a whole) backs u
pulls the rear half of the east train on s
the siding, backs on up on to the m
line and then proceeds as a whole on i
original route westward.

Now, all the east locomotive has
do is back up, couple on to the rear h
of the train and proceed eastward.

Wholly set up and_printed in Australia
the Victorian Railways Printing Works, Laur
street, North Melbourne, for the Publishers
The Victorian Railways Commissioners.



