





THE RAILWAYMAN'S “JARGON"

Railwaymen, over a number of years, have developed a
number of words and expressions that have a wealth of
meaning among themselves but which are practically
unknown to outsiders or newcomers.

To help you ‘get with it’, some of the more commonly
used expressions and terminology in your new field of
employment are listed in this booklet.

This booklet is meant to give you an introduction to
things that will concern you in your first few weeks on
the job.

“RED LIGHT”

Red light is an expression used both by day or night. It
means STOP — DANGER. A red signal light means

STOP.




“CROSSING THE PIT"”

To “Cross the Pit"" means to cross from one platform to
another by crossing the running line or lines.

Familiarity with crossing the pit can result in loss of
concentration. For this reason there is a strict rule that
you must STOP before you leave the platform edge to
“Cross the Pit"" — a one second delay that may save your
life or prevent serious injury,
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“CONTROL"”

This is an abbreviation of the words Train Control — a
section of your Branch.

“Control’’ has immediate contact through a special
phone system to all locations. You can gain information
-on train running that affects conducting the business at
your station. “Control”’ has to be kept informed by the
Station Staff of train movements. “‘Control’’ also needs
to know of any incident that in any way concerns the
running of trains or conditions of the track.

“Control” must be informed of any delay to a train of
one minute or more,



“SAFE WORKING"”

While your safety and that of our customers is of
paramount importance, the term ““Safe Working”' is
reserved for the safe running of trains. The system of
signals and authorities for trains to travel in sections of
the track is an interesting study.

Every assistance will be given to you by the Department
to learn about “Safe Working”’. You may be selected to
study in the Department’s time for which you are paid
or if you should wish to gain your certificates in your
own time you will be entitled to bonus awards.

“Safe Working" is a ready topic of conversation with
railwaymen — you will find that all genuine railwaymen
are willing to talk to you on this subject.

SAFE WORKING SYSTEMS include: —

Staff & Ticket

Electric Staff

Double Line Block

Automatic Track Control

Centralised Traffic Control (Standard Gauge)
Lever Locking and Track Control

(Many conditions and instructions are common to more
than one system)




Two Position
Home Signal

Distant Signal

If you write a simple
memorandum to your
Station Master requesting
him to supply you with a
copy of the RULES and
REGULATIONS, this
book will be forwarded to
you. Inityou will find
all of the signals explained

fully and how to read
them.

Three Position
Semaphore Signals
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Three Position Dwarf Signa
Light Signals




“RAILWAY TIME"”

It may be part of your job to check with ‘“Control’’ in
the morning to make sure that your Station clock shows
“Railway Time'' — that is, correct time. This is
important for punctual train running.

You will soon get to know some train times by their
significance to your job, such as the time of the Parcels
Coach, (you will need to have your parcels ready for
despatch on this) the “Cash Train’’ (which takes your
station cash to the Auditor of Revenue), trains that run
express through your station or from your station,
(your indicator will need to show each of these), trains
You must attend on other platforms (you must allow
yourself ample time for these). The note pages in the
rear of this booklet could come in handy to record the
train times you specially want to know.

Your own time keeping, that is, punctually arriving at
work, changing shift and attending to your duties, plays
a big part in the smooth running of your station.



“THE STICK”

Name commonly given to
signals — originally to
those on signal masts. Be
sure to inform the signal-
man before you work on
a signal so that you will
get a warning before he
operates the mechanism.

“A SPARK”

Name often given to an
electric suburban train.

“LOCO"”

Name given to any
locomotive or engine.
Also sometimes used
to refer to the Rolling
Stock Branch and to
Locomotive depots.

The Stick

*Spark”’

Harris Train
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“THE STAFF” , ‘

In some systems of safe-
working the word “Staff”’
refers to the metal bar
handed to the driver as
his authority to take his
train into the section,
that is, between the two
stations engraved on the
“Staff'’. Exceptin
circumstances explained
in the Rules and
Regulations, he will not
proceed without the
“Staff” as it is his
guarantee that his train
is the only one in the

particular section at the
one time.

THE “FIVE FOOT"”

With the exception of \
the 1403 mm (4'8%") |
Standard Gauge track b
to Albury our tracks
are known as broad

gauge or 1610 mm
(5'3") gauge.

The space between the
two rails is known as
the “Five Foot"".
Always walk outside
the “Five Foot" not AT
in it. The “Five Foot”
THE “SIX FOOT"

The “Six Foot" is the area between double lines,
i.e. between the “Up” and “Down’’ lines.

10

A P



“BRANCH"

This word can mean a branch line — one that branches

out from a main line.

or “BRANCH"’ can mean one of the nine Branches of

the Department.

BRANCH

Secretary's
Rolling Stock

Way & Works

Traffic

Electrical Engineering
Accountancy
Commercial

Stores
Refreshment Services

HEAD OF BRANCH

Secretary for Railways

Chief Mechanical
Engineer

Chief Civil Engineer

Chief Traffic Manager

Chief Electrical Engineer

Comptroller of Accounts

Chief Commercial
Manager

Comptroller of Stores

Superintendent of
Refreshment Services
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“THE UP” AND “THE DOWN"

Trains from any location travelling towards Melbourne
are known as 'UP" trains — those travelling away from
Melbourne are “DOWN"’ trains. This means for example
trains from Melbourne to Frankston or from Ballarat to
Mildura are “DOWN"’ trains, those from Echuca to
Bendigo or from Geelong to Spencer Street are “"UP”’
trains. The platforms these trains travel through and the

lines they travel on are similarly known as the “DOWN"’
or “UP" platform or line.

When facing Melbourne the left hand track is the ““UP”’
track.
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